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FARTHEST NORTH 


BLING THE NARRATIVE OF THE VOYAGE AND, EXPLOR \- 
TION OF THLE /AAAZ 1893 96 AND TIME PIPTELN 
MONTIUS SLLD@e CXPLDIFION BY DR NANSEN 
AND LILUT J®IANSEN WITH AN APPENDIX 
BY OTTO SVERDRUP, 


CIIAPTEIR I 
e 
INTRODUCTION, 


™, “A t ne will come in Inter years when the Ocean w | unloose the 
ands of things, when the immeasmaole earh wi te op n, when 
and 1% e wall no longer be the 
NECA, 







seafarers will dscover new countri 
extreme pomt amo ig the lands’ 


Unseen and untrodden u their spotless mantle of ice thé 
rigid polar regions slept the §rofound sleep of death from the 
earhest dawn of tune Whiapped in his vhite shoud, the 
mighty giant stretched bis clanmy ice hmbs abroad, and 
dreamed his age long d eams 

Ages passed deep was the sileice 

Then, in the dawn of history, far away in the south, the 
awakening spuit of man reared its head «1 h gi and gazed 
over tne earth, To the sour ¢ encountered warmth} to the 
north, cold, and behind tt bouidanes df the unknow,, at 
placed in imagination thas kingdoms of consurging heat 
and of deadly cold, 

But the limG of the unknown had to recede step by step 
before the eveg iikreasing yearning afer hght and inowledadl 
+f the human mutsd,*till they made a stand in the north ag 
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thresiold of Natine’s gieat Ice Temple of the polai 1egrons 
«1 the.) end ess s.lence 

Up to this point no insuperable obstacles had opposed the 
piogiess of the advancing hosts, whic! éonfidently proceeded 
on their way. But hete the rampaits of ice and the long 
darkness of winte: biought them to @gay. Host after host 
marched on towards the north, only tt suffer defeat Tresh 
ranks stood ever ready to advance over the bodies of their 
pledecessois, Shrouded in fog lay the mythic land of 
Nivihcim, where the “Rimtuise:”* cared on ther wild 
gambols. 

Why did we continually retuin to the attack? There in 
the datkness and cold stood Helhzim, where the death 
goddess held he: sway, there Jay Nastiand, the shore of 
corpses Thrther, where no Lyng being could draw breath, 
th ther troop after troop made ils way. To what end? Was 
it lo bring home the dead, as did Heimod when he rode aft 
Baldur? No! It was sifaly to sat’sfy man’s thnst for 
knowledge. Nowhere, in tiv h, has knowledge been pur- 
“chased at greater cost of pry typn and suffering, But the 
spirit of mankind will never 1es) t Il every spot of these regions 
has been trodden by the foot of man, tll every enigma has 
been solved 

Minute by minute, degree by dogree, we have stolen 
foiwards, with pamful effort Slowly the day has approached ; 
even now we are but im its early dawn ; darkness still broods 
over vast ticts around the Pole 

Ou aucestas, the old Vikings, were the fist Arctic 
voyages It hag beerfsaid that then expeditions to the 
frozen sea were of no momengacythey have left no enduring 
matks belund them Th’s, however, is scarcely cozect, 
Just as surely as the whaleis of our age, ii thei persistent 
Nuuggles with ee and sea, form our oulpo “5 pf inestigayon 
Sey 


my 
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up in the noth, so wae the old Nothmen, with Tine the 
Red Lef arc others at tier cacy vie pro ieers of the po w 
espedtions of f ttye gene tions 5 

It shorn d be dori 11 rund, thit a tfcy yee the fist 
ace 1 galo , 80 «fo were t ey tie fist to combat with 
the ce Torrhefcobicr se fg nthoas Lad veatued to 
domo etiar tw cerwst Ene, om vicestors hud traversed 
the open seas 1 all diectons sid ds ove cd Ike and aad 
Green und, aid had colo used them, Ata later pe od try 
discovered Ameuca, and did not shtak fom making « 
stia’ght cou se ova. the Alantic Occan, fiom Giec dind to 
Nowway. Many and many a bout must they have had with 
the ice along the coasts of Giec lands tieir open barks, and 
many a life must have been Jost 

Aad that whch impelled them to undeitak’s these expcd -” 
tions was not the mee love of idveitt e, thotgh that 4, 
indeed, one of the essent al thants ofy own natiowl character 
It was iather the necessity t discover wg ney counttics tor 
the many icstless_be“ngs thy, could f id no ic om in Nowway 
Luithermoe they were s"nulitcd by a ici terest for 
knowledge = Otaar, who avout 890 esded in Enghind at 
Alfied’s Court, set out o1 an ¢ vind of geogtaph Cal i vestiga- 
tion; or, is he says ho noelf, he fet an inspiaton and a 
desiie to Tern, to Je row, and to de vonstitte how fi the lait 
shekhed lowuds the north, and wl there we o may repos 
inhabited by mario tawud beye d tie desuit wuste”? Ue 
ved in the northermmost put of Wels tind, prob bly a 
Tyarkor and st led sound tie Noipa Cape s aid eastwarc 4, Cver 
to the White Sea “s 

Adam of B cmon reh teso" Har dd ITudride, *the expe: 
nienced kg of the North sen,” that he tndcaaite ok a voy ye 
out ito the sc} towards the north and ¢ cay lored the expanse 
of the northern tore with his ships, but dyknes) spread ova 
The ve ge where thé world falls away, and he jwit about, parely 
pin ime to escape being swallowed in the vast a ayss.” ‘Ths * 

Ba . ran 
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was Ginnungagap, the abyss at the worlds end Tlow far’ he 
went, no one knows but at ali events ne deserves recognition 
4s one of the first of tie polar navigators that wete animated 
by pure love of knowledge. Natural y, these Noithmen were 
not flee fiom the superstitious ideas about the polar regions 
p valent im tieir times There, mdepd trey placed their 
Giinungagap, their Nivlheim, Helhe m,,and later on Tiolle 
botn, but even these mythical and poetical ideas contained 
so large a kernel of observation, that our fathers may be said 
to have possessed a remarkably clear conception of the taue 
nature of things How soberly and contectly they observed, 
may best be seen a couple of hundted yerrs later m Kongesperlet 
(“The Muzor of Kings”), the niost scientific treatise of our 
ancient literature, where it 15 said that ‘‘as soon as one has 

~ traversed the greater part of the wild sca, one comes upon 
such a huge quantity of ice that nowhere in the wiole wo Id 
has the hike been known. Some of the ice is so flat that it 
looks as if it were frozen ontghe sea itself}, it 1s from 8 to 
to feet thick, and extends so faryout into the sea that it would 
take a journey of four or more pays to reach the land over it. 
But this ice hes more to the orth east or noith, beyond 
the limits of the land, than to ‘the south and south west o1 
west... 7 

“This ice 1s of a wonderful natme. It hes at times quite 
st ll, as one would expect, with open ngs dr large fjords in it, 
bi t sometimes ifs movement 1s so stiong and rapid as to equal 
that of a ship running before the w nd, and it dr fts against 
the w nd as often as with it” 

‘This is a conception alf*the more remarkable when viewed 
in the hght of the crude ideas fitertained by the rest of the 
world at that period with regaid b foreign chmes 

The strength of our people now dwingled away, and 
centuties elapsed before explorers once fee sought the 
northern seas “Then it was other natigh is, especially he 
Dutel? and the English, that .. the van." The sober ebser- 
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yatons of the old Noith nen were foigotlen, and in tier 
steid we mect witi lercited sistinces of the altiact on of 
tharand towuds athe most fuilasue ideiy; a tendency of 
thor ght that fou if amp ¢ scope in the regions ef the nor y 
When the cald proved nat to be absolutely deadly, theones 
flew to the opposite uicme aid ma ve o1s were tt e erro ots 
ideas that spang up, mad hie held ther own down to the 
present day Over and ove api a t has been the same~tie 
most natu al explaiat on of shero ner 5 the very one that 
men have most shun ied; aid, if no made couse was to be 
found, they have rus ied to the w Idest hypothesis It is o aly 
thus that the belicf in an open polar sea could have arisen 
and held its giound =Thotgh everywhere ice was met wll, 
people mamtamed that this open sea must he belind the 
ice, ‘Thus the belief 11 an ace free north east® aid rorth-west” 
passige to the woth of Ca hay or of Tic a, first popotndad 
towards the ¢ ose of the 15h) ce itiiy, ¢ ooped up aga n and 
again, only to oe agaty ant "agin refuud = S iee the ce 
banned the sotticin regiois* ti, way must he ¢ trer netla, 
and fiaily a passage over ttre Pole itself was sought dr 
Wild as these theories wore’ they hive worked for the bereft 
of mankind; for by (1¢1 meins ott korowler ge of tae city 
has bee widely extended, Tee we miy see that no wo k 
done in the service of myest gion sever leat not even wher 
carried out under false asst aplons,  Lnytind bis to t vik 
these crments 1 no snall degree for the fact tiat sie 4 
Hecome tae m ght est se fy ac on of te word 

By many prths and by many meyys mankind has endeavomer 
to penetrate th 5 kragdom at dew. At fist the attempt was 
mide exclusively by ser ™Shys were then Mb ilapted te 
combat the 1cc, and prope were loth to nake the venture 
The chnket built pine and fir barks of the old Noi incn wee 
no better fitted*for the pupose tian weig the sna] clumsy 
Ciuvels of the Ast Lnghst and Dutch Arcte explorers 
Litt by Ito they Toate to adapt thet vessels to the 
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cond t ons, and with ever incieasing daring they forced them 
m among the dicaded flocs 

“But the uncivilised polat tubes both those that inhabit the 
Sibeuian tundias, and the Eskimo of Né&ith Amenica, had 
d scovered, long before pola: expeditions had begun, another 
and a safer means of traversing these pfegions to wit the 
sledge, usually drawn by dogs It was in S beria that this 
exellent method of locomotion was fist applied to the service 
of polar exploration, Already in the 17th and 18th centuries 
the Russians undeitook very extensive sledge jouneys, and 
chatted the whole of the Siberian coast from the borders of 
Europe to Bering Strait, And they did not merely travel 
along the coasts, but cyossed the drift ice itself to the New 
Stberian Islands, and even north of them. Nowhere, perhaps, 
“have travellers gone through so many sufferings, or evinced so 
much endmance 

In America too the sledge was employed by Englishmen at 
an eaily date for the purpose Sf explouing the shoucs of the 
Arctic seas Sometimes the tolioggan or Indian sledge was 
used, sometimes that of the Esklmo It was under the able 
leadership of M‘Clintock that slddge jouineys attained their 
highest development. While the Russiang had generally 
travel cd with a large number of dogs, and only a few men, 
the Dighsh employed many more men on their expeditions, 
and then sledges weie entircly, o1 for the’ most part, drawn 
by the explorers themselves, Thus in the most energetic 
attempt ever made to reach Ingh latutudes, Albert Markbam’s 
memouabile march towards the north from the 4é7/’s winter 
q.arters, there wer¢ 33 mda who bad to daw the sledges, 
though there were plenty of di%s on board the shp. It 
would appeai, indeed, as if dogs were not held in great 
estimation by the Cnglish ’ 

The American | traveller Peary has howgver, adopted a 
totally different method of trayelling on she inland ice of 
Greenland, émploying as few men and ds .Many dogs as 
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posible, The great inportince ef do, fot clge yor neys 
was clear tc me before I underloo<c my Green wad expec tor 
and the reason I dd not tse tiem toi was simp y that I wis 
unable to proci1e Any serv ced dle in mals * 

A third metiod may yet be menuiorwd whor hag ocen 
employed in the Agete iegone na wy boils cid kdges 
combiied. It ¢ sad of the old Nort nen inti. S eo aid 
in tie Kongespeil, trat for de ys 01 rd they had to drag tier 
boats over the ice im tie Gicen wid ‘ca, 1a o det to reach 
laud. The first in modern tines fo make tse of ths meas af 
travelliag was Pay, wio, in his me ner ule attempt to reach 
the Pole in 1827, abandoned lus slup and made lis way over 
tic diiftace northwards, with boaty whch he dagycd on 
sledges, He succeeded in attaining the fighest Lautude 
(82° 45) that had yet been ieached, bul bere the cuneit 
carr’ed him to the south more tapidly than he could advance 
aga nst it, and he was obl ged to tur wk 

Of later yenus this method of tray hy yhas not been much 
enployed in approaching the Pole I may, cwever, oo 
menlioned that Markham jook boats with him isu on hs 
sledge expediton, Many expeditions have though sheer 
necessity accomp! shed long d sta ices over the diiftace in tis 
way, in order to reach heme afler hey ng aoandoned or lost 
theit ship. Especial meation my be made of the Ausic- 
Tunganan Zigethog’ expedit on to Taiz Josel Land, and the 
if fated Americ in /eannedfe expud U0) 

Te seems that but few have Crorght of fol owing the car nple 
of the Iiskimne 15 ng as they do, and, astcad of heavy borts, 
tak.og Lght kay: is, dr wn Ly do A, At sh oven, a0 acempts 
hive bee made yi ths dretion 

The methods of adyinece have been tested on “fot main 
roules. the Smith Sound route, the sea route bebween Gicen- 


a 





pay Crossing of Greenland, Vol 1, p49 
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land and Spitabeigen, L'ranz Josef Land route, and the Bei ng 
Strait route 

In, later tmes, the point from wh.ch the Pole his been 
most fiequently assailed 1s Smith Sound,’ probably because 
American explorers had somewhat too hastily asserted that 
they had there desciied the open Felar Sea, extending 
indefinitely towards the noth, Every expedition was stopped, 
however, by immense masses of ice, which came drifting 
southwards, and piled themselves up against the coasts, The 
most mmpoitant expedition by this route was the Enghsh one 
conducted by Nares in 1875 76 the equipment of which 
involved a vast expenditure Markham, the next in command 
to Nares, reached thea highest latitude till then attained, 
83° 20’, but at the cost of enormous exertion and loss, and 
‘Nares was of ofinion that the impossibility of reaching the 
Pole by this route was fully demonstrated for all future ages 

During the stay of the Gicely expediticn from 1881 to 1884 
in this same region, Lockwood attained a somewhat higher 
record, viz, 83° 24’, the most northerly point on the globe 
that human feet had trodden previous to the expedition of 
which the piesent work treats 

By way of the sea between Greenland and Spitzbergen, 
several attempts have been made to penetrate the secrets of 
the domain of ice. In 1607 Henry Hudson endeavoured to 
reach the Pole along the east coast of Greenland, where he 
was in hopes of findmg an open basin and a waterway to the 
Pacific. IIis progress was, however, stopped at 73° north 
latitude, at a point of the coast which he named “ Hold with 
Hope. Tne Germdn expediaon under Koldewey (1869 70), 
which visited the same waters, refiched by the aid of sledges 
as far north as 77° north latitude. Owing to the enoimous 
masses of ice which the polar curent sweeps southward along 
this coast, it 1s certainly one of the most unfayoyrable routes 
foi a polar expeditio 1. A better route is tha by Spitzbergerfr 
which Was essayed by Hudson, when his progiess was bloéked 
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off Gieeilind§ § Ifere he teached 80° 23 noth latitude 
Thaies to the wun ctricnt tat runs by the wert coast of 
Spitebergen i in a nortl erly di cetion, the sea is kept free fom 
fee and 15 thous compa anisan tae 1¢ te hy wach ore evy 
the inost safely and easily reach Iigh luttudes 11 ace fee 
waters It was noithf Spitz oc gen thal Hdward Par y mate 
h¢ attempt in 1827, above wludcd to, 

Tunthe: eastwards, the ice conditions are less fivoural le, 
and thuefore few polat expeditions hive ducetcd tien course 
through these regions. The o1 ginal oyect of the Austio- 
Hungarian expedition undcr Weyprecht and Payer (1872 74) 
was to seek for the Noth Rast Pa stge, but at its fiet 
meeting with the ice, it wis set fast of the noth pot of 
Novaya Zemlya, drifted northwards, and discovered Vrana | 
Josef Land, whe1ce Payer endeavoied to push forwards to 
the north wita sledges, i¢ichiig 82° 5’ noth Liutude on an 
island, which he named C own Prineg Rudolts ind. ‘Lo 
the north of this be thought he could sce a1 extens ve tract of 
Jand, Jymg in about 83° north luutude, which he cal ed Pete- 
mann’s Land = Fianz Josef Unid was afterwards twice v stted 
by the English traveller Legh Smith, a 1880 anc 1881 82; 
and itis here that the Engh> 1 Jackson-Haimswc rth expedit on 
18 at present established, 

The plan of the Danish Papedition under Hoyyaard was 
to push forward to the North Pole from Cape Crelyuse 1 
along the east coast of an extensive tract of land which 
Lfovgaard thought must 1c lo the east of Tang Jo eph Laid 
Te got set fist m the tce, howeyer, m tie Kaa Sea and 
1ema ned the w oter there, returning home the fo low ng yon 

Only a few attempts hive fen made th ough Baiifty St vt 
The first was Cook’s in 1776, the lack the Jeannette expe 
dition 1879 81 under De Long a Lieutenant in tie Amenean 
fe y Scarcely anywhere have polar travellers been so hape- 

lesely blocked by -ice in compaiitively low laptudes ‘The « 
. last némed expedition, however, had a most impoilant ben Ing 2) a4 
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upon my own. As De Long himself says in a letle: to Gordon 
Bennett, who supphed the funds for the expedition, he was of 
Spinion that there weie three routes to choose fiom: Smith 
Sound, the east coast of Greenland, or Btring Strat, but he 
put most faith in the last, and ths was ultimatcly selected 
Ilis main ieason for this choice was hig behef in a Japanese 
current running noth through Being Strait and onwaids 
along the east coast of Wrangel Land, which was believed 
to eatend far to the north It was uiged that the warm water 
of this curient would open a way along that coast, possibly up 
to the Pole. The experience of whalers showed that whenever 
theit vessels weie set fast in the ice hee, they drifted north- 
wards; hence it was cgncluded that the cinrent generally set 
in that direction. This will help explorers,” says De Long, 
‘to reach h gh latitudes; but at tle same time will make it 
more difficult for them to come back.” The tiuth of these 
words he himself was to learn by bitte: experience 

‘The Jeannetie stuck fast in the i ice on September 6th, 1879, 
m 41° 35 north latitude and 175° 6 east longitude, south-cast 
of Wiangel’s Land, which, however, pioved to be a small 
island—and duifled with the ice im a west north westerly 
direction for tno years, when it foundered, June rath, 1881, 
noith of the New Siberian Islands, in 77° 15’ noth latitude 
and 154° 59 east longitude 

Everywhere, then, has the ice stoppéd the progress of 
mankind towards the noith. In two cases only have ice. 
bound vessels drifted in a northerly direction—in the case 
of the Zegethof'and the Feannetio while most of the others 
have been cauied away Tom ther goal by masses of ico 
dnift.ng southwards 0 

On reading the history of Arctic explorations, it early occunied 
to me that it would be very difficult to wrest the secrets fiom 
these unknown regions of ice by adopting the routes and the 
methods hitherto” employed. But whae dial the proper 1oute 
Yer a 
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It wis in the autumn of 1884 that I happcnet te see ar 
aiticle by Professor Mohn in the Notwe san Aforyendlad, m 
which it was stated that st ndiy arucles which must have come 
fiom the Jeannctfe hid becn fo rid on (1 south west coast of 

Greenland We conjectined tat they must have “duificd ona 
flog tight across the Polar Sea Tt rumed uc y oceuried to 
me that hete lay the 1oule reiy to band = Ifa floe could 
duft1 ght actors the tnknown revton, that de ft might also be 
enlisted m the scivice of ¢xploniton ind my plan was laid, 
Some years, however, elapsed before, in Pebraary, 1890, after 
my return f om my Greenlind Expedition, I at list propounded 
the idea in an addiess before the Chi strana Geographical 
Society, As this addiess plays an amportant patt in the 
history of the expedition, I shall reproduce its prticipal 
features, as printed in the Marci number of Vetwen, 1891, 

After g'ving a brief sketch of the diffuent po ar exped tions 
of former years, I go on tosay —§ The rcoults of the ¢ numerous 
attempts, a3 I have po nted out” seem ‘Somewhat discotag ng. 
They appeat to show plainly cnough that it 13 impossible to 
sail to the Pole by any route whatever, for everywhere the 
1ce has proved an impenctiible bins, and has stayed the 
progress of iny iders on the tucshold of the unknown regions, 

‘Yo diag boats over the uneven diiftice which morcoyer is 
constantly moviag wider the influence of the current and 
wd, 1s an equally meitd Menty ‘Pheice lyys such obstacles 
m (ie way (hut any one who has ever attempted (0 traverse it 
will not hes tite to declare it well n phi npossible to advance 
m this manner, wth the equipment vid prov. tons requisite 
for such an urderlak ng.’ 

Tlad we heen able .o advattce over had, I sad, Ure word 
have been the most cettan routz; in that ease the Pole could 
have — reached “in one summer by Norwegian snow-shoe 
ruyners.” But there 15 every re won to doult the eatstence of 
any such land Greenland, I considued, did not eatend - 
furthet than the most noitherly known po nt of ats west Coasts 
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“Tt iy sot probable that Franz Josepa Land teaches to the 
Role, fiom all we can learn it forms a group of islands 
sepmated from each other by deep sounds, and at appeats 
umptobable that any large contmuous tract of land is to be 
found there 

‘ Some people are perhaps of opinidh that one ought lo 
defer the examination of regions hke those around the Tole, 
beset, as they are, with so many difficulues, till new means of 
tiansport have been discovered I have heard it intumated 
that one fine day we shall be able to reach the Pole bya 
balloon, and that it 1s only waste of time to seek to get there 
before that day comes, It need scarcely be shown that this 
Ine of reasoning 1s Gntenable. Even if one could really 
suppose that in the near or distant future this frequentiy 
mooted idea of travelling to the Pole in an airship would be 
realised, such an expedition, however interesting it might be 
m certain respects, would be fa. fiom yielding the scientific 
results of expeditions carried out in the mannet here indicated 
Scientific results of importance in all branches of research can 
be attained only by persistent observations during a lengthened 
sojourn in these regions ; wh le those of a balloon expedition 
cannot but be of a transitory natuie, 

“We must, then, endeavour to ascertain if there are not 
other routes—and I believe there are J, believe that if we 
pay attention to the actualy existen' forces of nature and 
seek to work zfth and not agaist tiem, we shall thus find 
the safest and easiest method of reaching the Pole, It is 
useless, as pievious expedjtions have done, to work against 
the cunent, we should see if there 13 not a current we can 
work wih, The Jeannette Expedition 1s the only one, in my 
opinion, that statted on the right track, though it may have 
been unwittingly and unwillingly. 

“The Jeannette drifted for two years inthe ice, from 
Wiangel Land to the New Siberian Islafids. Three years 
Sifter she foundered to the north of these islands, there was - 
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found fozen tito the di fice 11 the ne ghbomhood of 
Juitanehird on the so trwest corst of Grech and, t number 
of art cles wh ch appeared f om sind y indubitable marks, to 
proceed fiom tha sufker vessel ‘These art cles were frst 
dscovered by tie Nokia, vid were afl wuds ediiccted 4 
Mr Lytvven, Colo ual Manager at Julnchaab, who bis given 
alist of them 11 the Danish G opsaphicu Journal tor 1885 
Among them the follow ng may especi lly be ment oned ,— 


1, A hist of provisions, s'gned by De Long, te commander 
of the Jeannette, 

"9. An MS, lst of the JeanacHe’s boats, 

3. A pair of oilskm breech*s marked ‘Tous Noros, lie 
name of one of the Jeanuelfe see ew who was sived, 

* 4. The peak of a cap on which, according to Lytzery 
statement, was witten # Co Liidumaha. Vhe name 
of one of the crew of the eau/t, who was aso 
saved, was Ty C, Nijgdemayn,  ‘I'bis may ¢ ther 
have been a clerical aror on Lytzens pat oa 
Mospunt im the Day sh journal, 


©Tn America, when it was reported that these ulicles bid 
heén found, people were very sceptcal and doubts of the'r 
genu neness were capicssed in the Amer’cin newspapers ‘he 
facts, however, can scucely be sicer inventiow, ard t may 
tharefare be safely? a sumed that an re floe Learing these 
attices fon the feanneft vid dh ited fon tiey ice whoe 
its k to Juliane 1a. 
By whit rorte did this ice foe reveh the west coast of 
ireent incl ? m , 
“Profesor Mohn, 11.0 lecture sefo ete Scie atifig Soe ely 
of Chuist ania in November, 1894, showed that wt could have 
come hy no other way than across the Pole * 





” Mr Lytzen, of K ony afcrwirds’ contul «tel m article to the 
Geogr afish J obsh pt ald Vol, 1885 56, pp 49 51, Coper ayer), an 
which ate expresses inal so fir al least ws T tidastit dh myn ‘he, 
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“Tt cannot possibly have come through Smith Sound, as 
the cuent there passes along the western side of Baflings 
Bay, and it would thus hive been conveyed to Bafhin’s Land 
oi Labrador, and not to the west coat of Greenland. The 
current fldws along this coast in a roitherly direction, and 13 
acont nuation of the Greenlind polar curtent, which comes 
along the east coast of Greenland, tikes a bend round Cape 
Farewell, and passes upwards along the west coast, 

“Tt is by this current only that the floe could have come, 

‘* But the question now auises what ioute did it take fiom 
the New Sibenan Islands in order to reach the cast coast of 
Greenland ? 

“Tt 1s conceivable that it m ght have drificd along the noith 
coast of Siberia, south of Franz Josef Land, up through the 
sound between Fianz Josef Land and Spitzbergen, or even to 
she south of Sp.tzbergen, and m ght after that have got mto 
the polar current which flows along Gieenland, If, howevei, 
we study the directions of tl¥e currents in these regions so far 
as they are at present asccrtained, it will be found that this 13 
extremely 1mprobable, not to say im, osstble,’ 

Having shown that this is evident from the Zegethoff duift 
and from many other cucumstances, I proceeded -— 

“The distance fiom the New Siberian Islands to the 8oth 
degree of latitude on the east coast of, Gicenland is 1,360 
miles, and the distance fiom the last named place to 
Juhanehaab 1,540 mules, making together a distance of 
2,900 miles, This distance wis traveised by the floe in 





game sense, aad reeiekaty Seno gh, stggested chat tl is ercenstarce 
mgit posby be fornd to hae,n1 1 iportant beaung o1 Aretc 
explorat’6n. He says. “It wil therefore be scen that Polar explore ¢ 
who seek to advance towards the Pole from the Srbenan Sea will 
probably at one place or another be hem ned in by the ice bit these 
masses of ice will be carried sy the current along the Greenland coast 
It 1s not therefore, altogether unpossible that, if the ship of such an 
expedition 1s abe %o suivive the pressure of the. masses of ice for! any 
length of tame,-it will aunve safely at Sotth Greenland; but, in thu 
vase@'lt must be prepared to spend seveial ycass orf the way.” a 
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1,100 days, which gives a speed of 26 mics pa day of 
24 hous, The time during whch the relcs dr fled after, 
having reached the Soth cep ce of Jititede, ll they ang! 
at Jchanchaah, can be calcu acd 4 oh tolerable pyee sion, 95 
the speed of the above-named cue rt aloag the cast cost of 
Greenland is will knows. It may be assuned that 1t took at 

“least 4oo days to accompl sh this distance; thac rema a, 
then, rbout yoo days as the longest te ne te duft ng articles can 
have taken fiom the New $ bern Islands to the 8oth dep,ree 
of latitude, Supposing that they took the shortest route, r¢, 
acioss the Pole, this computation gives a speed of about 
2 miles in 24 hours On the other haid, supposing they 
went by the route south of Fianz Josof Land,,nd south of 
Spitzbagen, they must have dufted at much higher speed. 
Two miles in the 24 homs, however coincides most 
remarkably with the 1ate at which the /eanneffe drified 
dunng the Jast months of het ypyage,,hom January st to 
June rath, 1881, In this tme she drficd at an average 
rate of a little over 2 milesin the 24 hours If however, the 

” average speed of the whole of the Jeanuetts duifung be taken," 
it will be found to be oily 1 mie n the 24 hous, 

“But are there no other evidences of a conent flowing 
across the North Pole fiom Bei 1g Sea on the one side to the 
Atlantic Ocean on the othe: ? 

"Yos, theic are. 

“Dr, Rink ieccived fiom a Gicenlaider at Godthaab a 
remarkabte proce of wood which had been found anong the 
di ft-timber o1 the coast, Ibis cng of the ‘thownig slicks? 
which the Lok no use in hurliig the’t bud dirts, but altogether 
unl ke those used by the Hokfino on the west corst oF Groen 
land, Th. Rink conjecttied that it possibly proceeded from 
the Lokimo on the east coist of Gacenland, 

STiom later enquiies,* however, it appeared that it must 


ee ~ 


* Seevon this poyt Ny Y Nocsen m Johondinger ¢ Videnshivreh 
bet ¢ CAs istania. cai uld tine rith 1h8¢ 
bet 2 Ch Me ld 1 h Si 
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have come fiom the coast of Alaska m the neighbourhood 
of Benng Strait, as that 1s the only place whee ‘thiowing 
sticks’ of a sim lar form are tsed It was even ornamented 
wth Ch nese glass beads, eaactly s'mika to those which the 
Alaskan Liskimo obtan by batter fiom Asiatic tribes, and use 
for the decorat on of then ‘throwing gticks 

“We may, therefore, with confidence assert that this picce, 
of wood was carned from the west coast of Alaska over to 
Greenland by a current the whole couise of which we do not 
know, but which may be assumed to flow very near the Nort. 
Pole, or at some place between it and Fianz Josef Land. 

“There are, moieover, still further proofs that such a 
current exists Ass well known, no trees glow in Green- 
land that can be used for making boats sledges, or other 
appliances The dtiftwood that 1s carned down by the polar 
current along the east coast of Giecnland and up the west 
coast 1s, therefore, essential to the existence of the Greenland 
Lskimo. But whende does*this timber come ? 

“Here our enqumies again carry us to lands on the other 
side of the Pole I have myself bad an opportunity of 
exanining large quantities of dr ftwood both on the west 
coast and on the east coast of Greenland I have, moreovei, 
fo.nd pieces drifting in the sea off tre east coast, and, like 
earler travellers, have antuved at the conclusion that mv’,h the 
greater part of it can only have come “fiom Siberia, while a” 
smaller portion may possibly have come fiom Ameuca Tor 
amongst 1€ are to be fouid fir Siberian larch, and other kinds 
of wood pecuhar to the north, which could scarcely have 
come from any other quaiter. Interesling in this 1especet ae 
the discoveries that have been made on the cast coast of 
Cieenland by the second German Polar Expedition. Out of 
twenty five pieces of driftwood, seventeen were Siberian larch, 1 
five Norwegian fir (probably pica obovate), two a kind of 
alder (alnus. manna ?), and one a poplar (populus tremula’? the 
ecaumon aspen), all of which aie trees found in Sibe ja 
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“By way of supplement to these obset vations on the Gieen- 
hid ¢ de, t may be mento id that the feazaéle Usp toa 
fequently found Siberian aefwood (fir and bach) bows 
toe flocs in the stioog norlierly cunent lo tie no bw ud of 
the New Siber m Islands, 

* Vouttnatcty for the "isk no, such Luge ¢ ant lrevol ths 
a fiwoad cone eve y yea a tie coasts of Giccntind, that in 
my Opmion one cinnot hil assume thit they we comayed 
th ther by a con tantly fowmg current espee uly as the woo | 
never appuus to have beer very lot gm the sea, at all crents 
not w thort raving becn foven into the ice, 

“Phat tis dufiwood passes souts of Frane Josef tind 
ind St tabe gen 1s quite as umeasombe a theory as that 
the ice floe with the relics fiom the Jeannette datted by this 
ro @ «Tn fin ver disp oof of ts aso nption” it may be 
stated that Siber an driftwood 1s fourd xorth of Spitebe gen 
ii the strorg sor hely ct rreat, wpe nst whch Pay fought in 
Wd 

©Trappea 5, thercforg, trait 01 these grounds also wwe Cumot 
Het adant the eustence of a carent flow ng across on m1 ¢ ose 
pronmuty to, the Pole 

As an intercstisg ct in this conncction, “tb may dso be 
mentioned tat the Geimerr botanist Graoebach has shown 
‘that the Green) ad fea rickedes a secures of S bet v veget ble 
fore that cauld scarcely Rave matched Creede mn any 
ofier way than by the help cf ouca . cine at conveying the 
seed? . 

fOrtedcue cen Den ok staqu (amecr Tecand, a 
Gree ward) T have nade observations which tad to tie 
conclusion that ths ie tuo was of Stbutn ongin” 14 
instance, I found quant tes of mud on a, which scemed to 

wbe of Stbenaa ongin, or uight possibly have came from 
Noth Ameticanetivers, Teas pass ble, howeyer, fo maui adiy 
viet ths mind o1 gifites m tie paces a scrs that flow fiom 
“hada t ticeom oe yth of Geer tad, @amothat kaow 
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polar lands, so that this p ece of evidence 1s of less impoitance 
than those aleady named. 

“ Putting all this together we seem ditycn to the conclusion * 
That a current flows at some point beturven the Pole and hans 
Sos0of Land from the Sihuiian Artie Sea to the east coast of 
Grenland . 

“ That such must be the case we may also infer in another 
way. If we regaid, for instance, the polar cunent that bioad 
current which flows down fiom the unknown pola: regions 
between Spitzbergen aid Greenland and consider what an 
enoimous mass of water it cates along, it must seem self 
evident that this cannot come from a cucumseubed and small 
basin, but must negds be gathere] fiom d stant souices, the 
more so as the Pola: Sea (so far as we know it) 1s remakably 
shallow eveaywhere to the north of the European, Astatic and 
Ameuican coasts The polar cuicnt 1s no doubt fed by that 
bianch of the Gulf Stream wh ch makes its way up the west 
side of Spitzbergen’, but fus small stteam 1s far from being 
sufficient, and the mam body of its water must be derived 
fiom further noithwards. a 

“Tt 1s probable that the polar cutrent strc ches its suckers, 
as it weie, to the coast of Sibena and Bering Strait, and dians 
its suppues from these distant regions, ‘Lhe water it carries 
off 1s replaced partly through the waim curent before 
mentioned which makes its way throdgh Bering Suatt and 
patly by that branch of the Gulf Sucam which, passing by 
the notth of Norway, bends castwaids towaids Novaya 
Zemiya, and of which a great poron unquestionably 
cout.nues its course aldng tac north coast of ths island into 
the Siberian Arctic Sea That a cunent coming fiom the 
south tikes this d rection, at al events im some measure 
appeats piobable fiom the well mown fact that 11 thee 
noithern hemisphere the 1otaio1 of the eaith tends to’ 
compel 1 nerthwaid flow ng cunent, whether of water or of 

to astime an easterly course The earths 1otation may 
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also cise 1 so®hwa flowing steam rhe the yolu cu cit, 
to di ect its couse we twaid to the cast cout of GicenJand 

‘Rut even of these ¢ ments flowing m toe polar bas n did 
not exist, Iam still of opinion that in some othe way a body 
of water must collect in it, su Tei at to fo m a pol cuneit 
In the first place there are the Noith Tropean, the Si .enan 
and Noth American rsyois de ouchi ig rito the Archie Sea to 

‘supply ths water The fluvial o1s1a of Licse aves is vey 
consudeable, compusing a layge portion of Norton Nurop3, 
almost the whole of Notthern Asia or Stora down to tie 
Altar Mountains and Lake Baikal togetha with the principal 
part of Alagsa and Baitish North Ainenca. All these added 
together form no ummportant potior of the euth, and the 
ramfall of these countries is enormous. It 15 not conceivable 
that the Arctic Sea of ilself coxld contubute anything of 
importance to this savifill; for 11 the f st plaee it is for the 
muse part covered wih d fice fom yher che evaporation 
is but trifing, and, n the nert, place, tie co nparitively low 
tempaiatne 11 these reg ons preverts ary corsiderable 
evapoiation tikiig place even fom oper surfaces of wate , 
‘The momtme that produces ths 1a fall mist eorcequently 
1m a great meastie come fom clewhere prneipal y fom the 
Adantic and Pacific Oce vis, arid the aviount of witet whch 
thereby fecds tie Arete Sea, must be very corsidlerable Lf 
we possessed suffic ent kicwledge of the 1a fl an the 
diffe ort localitics 1 night he exactly ¢ uc tated * 

“The importance of this at smentatiod wppeas even yieater 
when we corider that the phy bistn isco pa atively © nal, 
and, w has bon already remit kcd, ve y shallow 5 tts” greet 
kiow depth reing fom 6o to Bo tation 

e ” Lal 

*S cower yr Po of webb set cht. neces facdediien nf 
Tuceore tothe rast oa that Ce uprcgga crit All onbss ue 4 
Thad wfist tro od See my ga ori Ae Maier Geog phe it 
Sorrel) s Annud/, WI, 1891 92, 1 95, and The Ope yds al four ab 
London, 1893, p 5 6 
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“But there ts still another factor that must help to inciease 
the quantity of wate: in the polar basin, and that 1s 1s own 
iunfall Weyprecht has already pomted out the probalpl ty 
that the lage influx of waim moist atmospheie, fiom the 
south, attracted by the constant low atmospheuc pressure mn 
the polat 1egions, must engender sg large a raiifall as to 
augment consideiably the amount of water in the Polar Sea, 
Moreover, the fact that the polar bas n receives laige supplics 
of fresh water 1s proved by the small amount of salt in tle 
water of the polar current 

“From all these considerations it appears unquestionable 
that the sea around the Pole is fed with considerable qua xt lics 
of water partly fresh, as we have just seen, partly salt, as we 
indicated further back, proceeding from the different ocean 
cunents It thus becomes inevitable, according to the law 
of equilibrium, that these masses of water should seck such 
an outlet as we find Me the Green and pola: cuirent. 

© Let us now enquiie whether further reasons can be found 
to show why this current flows exactly in the given diuection, 

“Tf we examine the ocean soundings, we at once find ar 
conclusive reason why the main outlet must le between 
Spitzbergen and Greenland, The sea here, so far as we 
hnow it, is at all points very deep, there 1s, indeed, a 
channel of as much as 2 500 fathoms depth , while south of 
Spitzbergen and Tranz Josef Land it is remarkably shallow, 
not more than 160 fathoms, As has been stated, a current 
passes northwards through Bering Strat; and Smith Sound, 
and the sounds between the islands north of Amenica, though 
be.e, mdeed, there 8 a southward current, ae far too sual 
aid ranow to foim adequate outlets for the mass of water 
of which we are speaking There 15, therefore, no othe 
assumption Jeft than that tus mass of water must find its 
outlet by the route actually followed by the polar cunent 
‘The channel discovered by the Jeannette Tapedition between ‘ 

*cangel Land and the New Sibeian Islands may hee be 
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ment oned as a notable fact. It extended in a norther y 
ditect on, and wis at some ponts more thai 80 fathoms 
deep whie at the s‘des the sound’ngs 1an only to 4o a 
ro fithoms Tt 3 bf no means impossible that th » chan tel 
vay 0¢ a coit mation of the chaincl helweey tp tbe ger 
and Creenlaid * 1 whych case t would ce tainly 1ifuence, if 
not rctual y determine, the d tection of the mati cutrent. 

‘If we exan ie the cond tiois of wind aid at nosphei ¢ 
pressure over the Polar Sea, as far as they ne known it wou 
appear that they must tend to produce a curie it across the 
Pole in the diectior iidicated = Trom the Atliitic to the 
south of Spitzbeigen and Tianz Josef Laid a belt of low 
atmospheric pressure (min mum belt) extends into the 
Stherian Arctic Sea, In accordance witi well known laws, 
the wind must have a picponderating dicctyon from west 
to east on the south etde of ths belt, and ths would 
promote an castwaid floy ng cient along the north coast 
of Siberia, such as has hecn Muid fo exist tac ‘Tie 
winds on the noith side of the mii mun belt must howevel, 
blow mamly 1 a dnection from cist to west, aid will 
consequently produce a wesle ly clircnt passing acioss Lic 
Pole towards the Greenlind Ser, exactly as we have scen 
to be the case 

“Tt thus appears that from wiatever ode we consider this 
question, even apart fion the specaly cogent evidences 
arove c ted, we cannot escape the corclson thit a cuncit 
passes actoss or yery nen to the Pole ito the sea belweer 
Gree Wand aid Spitzbergen, . 

“Ts being so i sens to metas the plata ig fer es 
to do 1s to make our way pRo toe cur ent on thy side of 
the Pole where 1t flows north vard, ind by its help to penetrate 











* The discovery during our exped tim of n great depth in the polar 
bain renders it b ghly probable (iit 8 assum otira 1g correct 

‘+t The experic ce of our expedition however dows not pont to any such 
cast wagd-flowing current aloig the Siberian const, 
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ito those regions wh ch all who have htierlo waked azaiust 
t, have songht 1144 1to ted 

{My puis b fly asfo ows lp gpa ty Lavea shp 
built as small and as st oig as possible, just b g enough to 
contain supplics of coals and piovisio1s for twelve men for 
hve yens A ship of about 170 tong (gioss) will probably 
suffice, Its engine should be powerful ciough to give a 
speed of 6 knots, but in addition it mist also be fully rigged 
for sailing 

“The main point in this vessel 1s that it be built on such 
principles as to enable it to wthstand the pressure of the 
ice, ‘The sides must slope sufficiently to prevent the ice, 
when it piesses together, fiom gettixg fim hold of the 
hull, as was the case with the Jeauncfie and other vessels 
Instead of nipping the ship, the ice must raise it up out of 
tie water, No very new deputuie in construction 1s likely 
to be needed, for the, Jeang/e, notwithstanding her prepos- 
terous build, was able to hold out agamst the ice pressure 
for about two years, That a vessel can easily be built on 
such lines as to fulfi these requirements no one will question, 
who has seen a ship mpped by the ice, Tor the same 
reason, too, the ship ought to be a snall one; for besides 
being thus easier to manceuvie in thc ice, it will be more 
readily lifted by the pressue of the ice, not to mention 
that it will be easict to give it the :equisite stiongth It 
must, of course, be built of picked vaterals <A ship of 
the form and size heie indicated will not be a good on 
comfortable sea boat, but that 1s of minor importance in 
waters filled with ice such as yve are hee speaking of, It 
1s true tMat it would have to traVel a long distance over the 
open sea before it would get so far, but it would not be so bad 
asea boat as to be unable to get alo ig, even though sea sick 
passengers might, have to offer sacrifices to the gods of the sea 
{With such a ship and a crew of ten, o1 @l the most twelve, 
able bodied and caiefully picked men, wgth a full equ Sment, 
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for Pye yeus in evcry resp ct as good w mod rn apple nces 
permit of, Lam of opment at the cide thing watld be wel 
secured aguistisk With ths sip we siould alup th ogh 
Bering Start and wettwed dor the nomi coast of Sroer 1 
towuds the New Sibar wi Is aids* ts eal 11 the samme as 
the ce would ;cimit » 

© Au ved at the New Sibatia Islands, it will be advisable 
to employ the time to the best adsantage m examining the 
cond tions of cunents and ice, ard to wut for the most oppor 
tune moment to advance as faras possiale in ice f co witer, 
which, judging by the accou ils of the ice condit 015 north of 
Being Stat g ven by American whaters, will probably be 14 
August or the beg nning of September. , 

“When the right time has au ved then we shall plough or 
way in amongst the ice as fai as we can We may venture to 
conclude from the exper encve of the Jeannette Paped tnd 
that we should thus be 2sle to reach a point north of the 
most noithetly of the New $ be “an Isltnds. De Long nates 
in tus journal thre while the cxy edit on was duiftr yin the ice 
noith of Benret Island they saw all a ound then a dak 
water sky that is to sty a sky wiich gives a duk ieflect’on 
of open wate —ind cat 1g such a sea as vould be, at all 
events, to some extent navigable by a stic ig icc sh pp. Next, 
it must be bor1e in mund that the whole Jaze Laped tion 
tiavellud in boats, partly 11 oper wate, fiom Bennet Island 
to the Siberian coast, where, as we k ww, the majo ity of then 
met with a limentable end = Noderwk old advanced no 
farther northwads than to the sortheruost of the islands 
men oice (it le erd of Acgese), bat bere be fou Wd ue water 
eyerywhue open ” 4 





* T fast thought of chcosing tha rote thio gh Boring S rat, beer se 
T imag ned that I could reaver tie New $1 cru Ty nds safer and earl er 
in the yer fron thit side, On fy aeranyestig ution Lfoun thet tho waa 
dout fir, and J dee ted 01 (re shorter route thragh the Kara Sev and 
noith ef Cape C seyuslert w — 
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“Tr is, therefore, probable that we may beable to pish ou 
way up past the New Siber an Islands, and that accomp! shed 
we shall be rght im the cunent which carned the /canneile 
The thing will then be simply to fo ce opr way northwardd till 
we are set fast * 

‘Next we must choose a fittiig pace and moor the sh p 
frmly between suitable ice floes, and hen let the ice screw 
itself together as much as it] kes the mote the better, ‘The 
ship will simply be ho sted up and will ride safely and frmly 
It 1s possible it may heel over to a certain extent under this 
presse; but that will scarcely b2 of much importance... 
Henceforth the current will be our motive power, while ow 
ship, no longer a means of transport, will become a barrack, 
and we shall have amjle time for scientific observations, 

“Tn this manner the expedition will, a3 above indicated, 
probably drift across the Pole, and onwards to the sea between 
Gheenland and Spitzbeigen And when we get down to the 
Both degiee of lititudg, or even sooner if it is summer, there 18 
every likelihood of our gett ng tie ship free, and be ng able 
to sail home. Should she, howaver, be lost before this—+ 
Which 1s certainly poss ble, though as I think very unl kely if 
she 1s constructed in the way above desciuibed the exped tion 
will not, therefore, be a failure, for our homeward couse must 
1m any case follow the polar cwrent on to the North Atlantic 
basin ; there 1s plenty of ice to diift on, and of this means of 
locomotion we have alieady had expenence, If the Jgannutte 
Expedition had had sufficient provisions, and had remained 
on the ice floe on which the relics were ultimately found, the 
ves..Jt would doubtless have heen very d ferent fiom what t 
was Qui ship cannot possibly founder under the ice pressure 
so qu’ckly but that there would be time enough to remove, 





* As subseq tent y stated m my lecture in London (Geogr aphecad Socrety"s 
Journal, p 18) I purposed ta go north along the west corst of the New 
Sibenan Istands, as*l thought that Ue warm water goming from the Lena 
would keep the sea open here. 
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with all out ¢ jupme rit aid p ovis 01s, toa stb trated ree 
flog, whic1 we sho1d have selected eforcho ad 1a view of 
such a cont ngeicy Here the tente whcr we 5 ould take 
with us to meet this gont ngercy would oe pt wd 11 oda 
to preserve our provisons aid otha ¢ t one its,we shod 
not place t em allogether on ore spot, wt shold distral tte 
tacm over the ice, lay ng them on rafts of olinks ind herns 
“which we shotld have built cnt ‘Lay w 1 ooviate te 
possib I ty of any of ot1 equiomeats s nk ag, even siotld the 
floe on wheh tuy ae bretk up, The ¢ ew of tie f/an a, 
who dified fo. more tian ialf a year along the cast coast of 
Greenland, in this way lost a grett quantity of thei supplies 

“Yor the success of such an expedition two things only ae 
required 1 +, good clothing, and plenty of food, and these we 
can take ca + to have with us, We should thus be able to 
renin. as 4dely on ou ce foe as in our sh p, vid should 
advaice just as well towuds the Green and Ser, The only 
dffererce woud be that 01 eut aravil there stead of 
proceediig by ship, we must take to ow boats, wich wonld 
convey us just as safely to the nev est aarbou. 

“ Thus it see ns to me there 1g wn overwhel nig probala ty 
that such an expedition would be suceessfi. Mary people, 
however, will certainly urge —~'T1 all currents there are eddies 
and bukwaters, suppose, then, you get mto one of these, or 
pe haps stumble on an unkiowi hn t up oy the Pole aid 
nema n lying fast therc, how will you cat cate yomrelves?? 
To this I would me cy reply, as conceris the backwater, 
that we must get oul of ib jist us Auely as we got Lito tw, and 
that we shall kive pro's 07s Sor §ve yeu Aud oo te,atds 
the otier possi oilily, we shoukd hal suc ay occurrence with 
delight, for no spot on ea th could well oe found of gicater 
scientific 1iterest. On ths newly d scovued land we shotld 
make as many observat ons as possible, Should time wear 
on and find us sll unable to get our hip wlo the set of the 
current again, thete would be nothing for 1 but to aba rdyn 


aa 
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te and with our boats and necessary stores to cearch for 
the newest curieit in oder to drift im the mauner efor 
Tie it oned 

© Tlow long may we suppose suc 1a vo§age to occupy? As 
we ‘lave alitady seen, the relics of tie feansere Uxpediuio 1 at 
most took two years to disitalong the same comse down to the 
Soth degree of latitude, whcie we may with tolerable certainty, 
count upon gett ng loose, ‘Ths would correspond to a ite of 
about two miles per day of twenty four hours 

“We may therefore not untcasonably calculate on icach'ng 
this pomt n the couse of two yeas, and it 1s also possible 
that the sh p might be set free in a h’gher latitude than is 
here contemplated Iyve yeas’ prosisions must therefore be 
regatded as ample 

“But is not, the cold in wmler in these regions so reveie 
that life will be impossible? There is no probab lity of this. 
We can eyen say with tolerabl2 ceitainty, that at the Pole 
itself it is not so cold®in wufter as it is (for example) in the 
north of Siberia, an inhalated region, or on the northern pait 
of the west coast of Greenland, whch is also inhalated. 
Meteorologists have calculated that the mcan tempciature at 
the Pole in Januuy ts about —33° Tah: (~36° C) while, for 
example, in Vakutsk i ts —45’ Cibr, (—42° C) and in 
Veikhoyansk —g4° Tah: (—48° C.) We should te nem er 
that the Pole is p obably cove ed with sca, iadiaton fion 
which is considerably less than from large laid sifaces, suo! 
as the pla'ns of Noth Asia Tle po u region has, thercfure, 
in all probability a marine cln ate with comparatively m Id 
winters, but, by way of a set off, w th cold summeis 

“Thescold in these regions*gannot, then, be any duect 
obstacle One difficulty, however, which many former 
expeditions have had to contend against, and which 1iust 
not be overlooked here, is scmvy Dui ng 2 sojowin of apy 
long duration in to cold a clumtte, this malady will unquest on- 
aRY show itvelf unless one ‘s abe to obtain flesh plovy ions, 
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[th ac howeve, it may be saf’y tesumed that th; vey 
.va ots aid nttistious foods iow athe leooa tie tdins of 
hormetcaly closed pepruieis o diffe cot haids, togeul a 
w th the serentife ke roWlcdge we now possess of the food stuf, 
necessary for ood ly health, w enrble us to hold tts da ayer 
ata dstaice Nor doel think tit thee wll be an entne 
absence of fiesh prov sions 1 tic waters we shill travel 
though Polar bears aid sels we may safely cact tte 02 
finding fai to the north if not up to the very Pole. Jt may be 
mentioned also that the sea must certainly contam quintities 
of small animals that might serve as food 11 case of necess’ty. 
* Jewel be seer that whutever d ficult es may be st ggested 
as possible, they are not so great Lut that they can be sm 
mounted by means of a careful equpment, a fortunate 
selection of the members of the expedition, ard judicrous 
levwdeiship, so that good results may be hoped for. We may 
reek ay gi tag ont ato the ss between Green and int 
Spitzbergen as sutcly as we can*reckof on getting into the 
JSeannetle current off the New Siberian Island 
"© Dutaf this /canned/e curient docs not piss a ght acioss the, 
Pole? If, for instance, it passes between the Vole and Mia 
Josef Land, as above iit nated? What wel the exped ton 
do in that case to reach the cuths avs? Yes, this may seem 
to be tw Achilles’ heel of tre undertiking , fot should tie sh p 
be ca ied past the Pole at more than one degieas dist uice, 
ato may then appear ext emely imprudent aid unvafe to 
abandon it (1m d cue dt ind face such a low sludge joumy 
over uneven seaicc, wheh stoelf is dita, yea af one 
reached the Vole it would be very uncertain whether one 
could find the ship ergata eh aceimitg 6 6 we 
Tam, however, of opiion that this ts of small impo t —/ és 
nok to seek for the exact mathematreal point that forms the 
homthern extremly of the earth's acts that we set out, Sor to 
veach this point tsetntriusically of small mouvnt Our alyect 
és fo ixvestizate the great unknown region that+su rounds we 
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Lule and these invest gations will be equally importa it from 
a scientific po nt of view whether tie expedition passes over 
the polar pout itself or at some distance fiom it” 

«Ii ths lecttre I had submitted the most important data on 
whic my. plan was founded, but in the following years I 
coilmued to study the cond tions of the northern waters and 
received ever fresh proofs that my surmise of a dnift right, 
across the Poli Sca was correct In a lecture delivered 
before the Geographical Society in Christ an a, on September 
28th, 1892 I alluded to some of these enquirnics* I laid 
stress on the fact that on considering the thickness and extent 
of the duftice 11 the seas on both sides of the Pole, one 
cannot bit be stiuck by the fact that while the ice on the 
Asiat ¢ side, north of the Siber an coast, 1s comparatively thin 
(the ice in which the /eavnerfe dirftd was as a rule not moe 
tian fiom 7 to ro feet thick) that on the other side, which 
comes drifting from the noith in the sea between Greenland 
aid Sp tzbeigen, is xemaikably massive, and this, notwith 
stand ng that the sea noith of S bena 1s one of the coldest 
tacts on the earth This, I suggested, could be explained 
only on the assumption that the ices constantly duft ng from 
the S ber an coast, and that, while passing through the unknown 
and cold sea there 1s time for it to attain its enormous thick- 
ness partly by fieezing, partly by the constant packing that takes 
place as the flocs screw themselves tcgether. 

I further menttoned in the same lectu e that the mud found 
on ths diiftice seemed to pont to a Siberian ougin, I did 
not at the t me attach gieat smportance to this fact, but ona 
further examination of the deposits I had collected during 
my Greenland Expedition, 11 appeared that it could scarcely 
come from anywhere else but Siber.2 On investigating its 
m neralogical composition, Dr. Tornebohm, of Stockholm, 
came to the conclision that the gieater part of it must bese 

° 





= See the Socety s Annual, 111, 1893 p gt. 
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Sibei an river nud Ie fot nd about twenty diffcreat mineias 
mit “This quantity of dissimila. const trent mie ub puts 
appears to me,” he says © t> potat to the fact t at they take 
their origin fron a yey extensive tract of land, and 0 14’s 
thocghts natually tum to Sib a’ — Motcover, more the 
half of this mud depost cons sted of In nus or boggy sol 
More interesting, however, har the actual mud depe sit woe 
the datoms found im it, wuch were examined by Lrofessor 
Cleve, of Upsala, who says “Tsese datoms ve decidedly 
marine (4¢, take then of g 1 fron sald water) wit some ow 
fresh waler forms which the wine jas cannd fom land Toe 
diatomous flora in the dust 1s gt te peetlar and cnhke whit 
T have found in may thousa ads of other specime rs, with ore 
exception, w th which it shows the most complete conformity , 
namely, a spec men which was co lected by Kellman dur ng 
the Vega Expedition on an ice floc off Cape Wankarem, bat 
Ber ng Strat Speers ard vue eswee perhery idence 
in both specamens” Cleve ww ableyto distingu sh sixteen 
species of diatoms All these appear also in the dust fiom 
Cape Wankarcm, and twelve of them have been found at that 
place alone, and nowhere ese nal the wold ‘his wy a 
notable comcdence between two such remote points, and € eve 
is cetamly nght in saying “It as, decd, guile remark. 
wble that the diatomcus flora on the tee flocs off Bung dtuut 
aid on the cast coust of Giceiind should $0 completely 
resemble cach othe: and shotld be s0 ulterly walhke all 
others’ if points fo a1 open connect on between the sew 
erst of Greenland and rorth of Asia.’ ‘Throtg. this ose. 
connection,’ T continue 12 my addiess, ‘driftace }s, thuc- 
fue, yoarry tamporud aucy eo unk own Pow Seca On 
this same diiftsce and by He same souk, tt must be uo less 
possible ta trunspoil an ea pedition 
+ When this plan wis propounded it ceitunly met with 
approval mm ywous qua ers, cspecidlly he ¢ at home = ‘This 
IL way ¥ yorous y Ss ppoited Ey Professor Mohp, who, nodued, 
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by h’s explanation of the drift of the Jenanetie icles, Lad 
given the onginal impulse to it But, as might be expected, 
yt met with opposition im the man, especially fiom abroad, , 
while most of the polar travellers and Arctic authdrities 
declared, more or less openly, that It was sheer madness 
‘The year before we set out, m November, 1892, I laid ut before 
the Geogiaphical Society in Lo idon*in a lecture at which the 
p incipal Arctic travellers of Englard were present After t1é 
lecture a dscussion took place,* which pla nly showed how 
greatly I was at vmiance with the generally accepted opin ons 
as to the conditions in the interior of the Polar Sca, the 
pine ples of ice navigation, and the methods that a polar 
expedition ought to pursue ‘lhe eminent Arctic travel er, 
Admual Sir Leopolk# M‘Clintock, opened the discus-ton with 
the rematk “TI think J may say U1 ¢ 18 the most adventuous 
programme ever biotght under the notice of the Royal 
Geog aphical Society” He allowed that the facts spoke in 
favour of the couectness of my thcories, but was m a hgh 
degree doubtful whether my plan could be icalised He was 
espec ally of opimion that the danger of being ciushed in the | 
"ice was too great A sh’p could, no doubt, be built that would 
be strong enough to resist the ice pressure im summer; but 
should it be exposed to this pressure in tie winter months, 
when the ice 1esembled a mountain frozen fast to the ships 
s de, he thought that the possi] ty of being forced up on the 
surface of tic ice was very iemote Tle firmly believed, as 
did the majouty of the others that tl ere was no probability 
of ever scerig the 2am aga 1, when once she had giyen 
herself ‘over to the piti ess »0laa ice, and concluded by saying, 
“fw sh the doctor full ald speedy success, = But tt will bea 
great reflef to his many fi ends tn Figlind when he returns, 
and mote paiticulaily to those who have had expencnce of 





a 

* Both my lecluge and re dsc ssn. ae p ied n Lhe Gea ihn! * 
Lenina, London, +) i, 1893, pp 1 32 A 
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the dangers at afl tines incpa able flan ice navigaiion even 
in 1egio 1s not quite x0 far nort».” 

Admiral $n George Nares sud — 

“The adopted Arctic axioms for successfully rav'e tt nevi 
ley region Pre that i ts absolutely necessa y Lo keep close loa 
coast line, and that th? farther we advance fio1 civil 7tt 1, 
the moie desnable it%s to rise a acasovoly sife line of 
reticat. ‘Totally disiegud ng these, the ruling, p ne ple of tie 
voyage 1s that the vesscL o1 whch af the voyage a in any 
way successful, the sole fiture hope of t e puty will depe rd, 
is to be pushed del berately into the prwkice Thus, ha 
commande: in feu of ictammg any power over her futine 
movements will be fo ced to submut to be diified helpless y 
about in agreement wth the natal movement, of the we 1 
wh ch he 15 umpisoned. Supposing the sca ecunenis me 4s 
stated, the t me calculated as necessary to di ft with the pak 
Ac.oss LI por Teas seveal yng davng wheh oy 
unless new lands are mct with, the ige nou the vessel will 
ceitunly never be quiet, ind the slup herself never fice fom 
the danger of be ng crushed by ice picsses, ‘Lo giatd aga ast 
this the vessel 1, sad to be unusually st oxg and of a sper al 
form lo enabe het to use when the we presses against her 
sides ‘This idea 15 no novelty whatever, but when once 
frozen into the polu pack the form of the ves.l goes for 
noth ng, She ss hermetically scaled to and forms v part of the 
ice block suounding her ‘Lie forn of the sh pw for all 
pacttal pr po.cs thet m of the block of Ceti wuch shers 
frozen, ‘Lh isa matter of the +t amp atanes, for there is 
no record of a vessel frozcn into the po a pack uving been 
dscomerued fio the ce aig se aeudued capi eof 158 
under pressure as a separate body detacl cd fio n the Ve block, 
even nthe height of summer In the cvent of the destruct att 

“ol the vessel, the boat, necessarily fully sto ed, not only fer 
tN ictreat, but for coutmumg the voyaj,cm-a ¢ e to se avulab + 
‘Lhis 5 well im théory, but extremely d ticutiig anange for 
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practice Preparation to abandon the vessel 15 the one thing 
that gives us the most anxicty. To place boats &c, on the 
ice packed 1eady for use involves the dangei of beimg se sated 
from them >.y a movment of the 1ec or of losing them 
altogether, should a sudden opening occur If we merely 
have everythng handy for heaving over the side, the 
emergency may be so sudden that we have not time to save, 
anything, o 

As regards the assumed duft of the polar ice, Nares 
eapiessed himself on the whole at vutance with me, He 
ins sted that the dutt was essentially determined by the 
plevailing winds . 

“ Asto the probable direction of the di ft the Aram, sta t 1g 
fiom near the mouth of the Lena River, may expect to meet 
the main pack not father north than about latitude 76° 30 
I doubt hen getting father north before she 1s beset, but taking 
an exticme case, and giving her 60 m les mote, she will then 
only be in the same datitud? as Cape Chelyuskin, 730 mules 
from the Pole, and about 600 miles fiom my supposed hmut 
of the effective homeward carrying ozean curient, After a 
close study of all the formation we possess, I think the wind 
wil be more hkely to diuift he: towards the west than towards 
the east. With an iceencumbeied sea north of her, and 
more open water or newly made ice to the southward, the 
chances aie small for a noithetly diift, at all events at fi st, 
and afterwards I know of no natuial forces that will carry the 
vessel in any reasoiable time much farther from the Sibeuan ¢ 
coast than the Jeannette was caused, aid during the whole of: 
th. ..me J2.e9s p.otected by newly discovered lands, she 1. 
be to afl mtents and purposes immovably sealed up in the 
pack, and exposed to its wellknown dangers. Thete 1s no 
doubt that there is an ocean connection across the area 
proposed to be explored.” io 

11 one pomnt,howeve:, Nares was avle to declaie himself 
-lu agicement avich me It was the idca that t ¢ pine pal 
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an of a such voyages 1s to capoe the u k own poly 
regions, not to teach exactly that mathe witical potst in which 
the aa s of our globe has tis nother 1 tem nation ”* 

Sr Allen Young mys, amoig other th igs. “7 Nanser 
assumes the blank space arot nd the avis of the eitth to bea 
pool of water or ice ; Ighine the meat daiger Lo contend wty 
wl be the laid in nearly every due~tio1 neat the Pole. Most 
y}eyi0us navigators see n to have co rtiiued seers vad agan 
aid agan further and finther norty ‘These /cannefée rel os 
may have dufted thowgh nanow channels, aid thus final y 
ainved at ther destination, and I thts, t would be ar 
extremely dangeious t ng for the ship to duft through 
them, wheie sic m ght impinge upon the land, and be kept 
fo. years.” 

With iegard to the sh p’s fom, Su Allen Young says, 
“T do not think the fom of tie ship is any gieat point 
for, when a ship ts fully n ppec the question is if thee 
is any swell or movement of tie ice*to 1 ft the ship. If 
there is no swell the ice must go Unorgh het whatever 
mateuial she 1s made of 

One or two avtrouties, howeva, exp cssed_ themsclyes 
in favolr of my play One ww the Arctic traveller, Sir 
2. Inglefiell, another Captan (now Adwial) Warton, 
Duector of the Hydrog aphc Departircnt of Tag ind 

In a letter to the Geogiaphic: So.cty Adui il Sn George 
IL Richards says, 01 the occasion of mya c ess: 6 T tegict 
tu have lo speak d occtiag ngly of ths poset, but I thie 
that any one who cai socuke with acthat ty ought to sperk 
planily where 9) much n ty o¢ al stake,” 

With regard to the cw ays ie says —“E betwee tice 
1s a constant oulflow (I prefer the word lo curert) from 








S Afteram retin ome,A nru Nacs nthe most chusal org fnsho 
sent Ine a Jetter of coizalniton, nw och ce sud that the 2 u's 
emukab e voyage ovew the Tclu Sea povet that ay Ae yw oe tec 
and lus sgeplicism anu uted ma bie 
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the north, in consequence of the displacement of the water 
from the region of the Pole by the ice cap wiuch covers it, 
intensified in its density by the enormous weight of snow 
accumulated on its surface.’ Lhis ovtflow tates p'ace on 
all udes, Ise thinks, from the polar basin, but should 3¢ most 
pronvunced im the tact between the western end of the 
Patry Islands and Sp tzbergen; and with this outlew all 
previous expeditons have had to contend, Ile does not 
appear to make any exception as to the Zegeh of or /rannetie, 
and can find no reason ‘ for belteviag that a current sets 
north over the Pole fiom the New Siberian Is ands which 
Dr. Nansen hopes for and believes in”... STt as my 
opimon that when eally wthn what may be called the 
mmer cucte, say about 78° of latitude there 15 little current 
of any kind that would mfluence ash p in the close ice that 
must be expected; it is when we get outside ths cucle~ 
round the corners, as it were into the stiaight wide channels, 
where the ice is lodse, tll we are teally affected by its 
influence, and here the ice gets natmaly thinner, and moe 
decayed in autumn, and less daigerous to a ship With'n 
the inner circle probably not mech of the ice escapes, i 
becomes olde: and heavier every year, and 11 all probability 
completely blocks the navigatior of slups entnely, This ts 
the kind of ice whch was nought to Nares’ winter gt aters 
at the head of Smith Sound in about 82° 30’ noth, and 
this is the ice which Ma khim struggled agamst im hits 
sledge journey, and against which no human power could 
prevat ¢? 

1 He attached no‘ teal amportiice ? to the Jzanne//e 10 108, 
“Tf fonnd 11 Greenland, they nay well have difted down 
on 1 floe from the neighbourht od of Smith Sound, from 
some of the American Lxpeditions which went to Cicely ¢ 
rescue.’ “It may also well be that some af De Io 
printed or writen documents in iegmd to hs equipment, * 

miy have been Yaken out by these expedilig 1s, and the samg * 
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may apply to the other articles’ He docs not, however, 
expressly say whether there was any 1ulicatior of suci 
having been the case 

In a suniar Ictter ce Geogiay ‘uc’ Stu cry be renowned 
botaust, Sir Joseph Ifooka, sys: “Ih. Natset’s proye t 
isa wide depaituie frog any hitherto ptt in prietice fot tie 
purpose of polar discovery, and at denands the closest 
scrutiny, both on this account and hecarse it is one involviig 
the greatest perl... 

“Tiom my expenence of thice scisons in the Antacte 
regtons I do not think that a shio, of whatever bu Id, could 
long resist destiuction if comm tted to the moyements of 
the pack in the pola icgions, One built as strowly as the 
Fram would no doubt resist gieat pressuies in the open prcs, 
but not any pressme or 1epeated pressmes and stil less the 
thitst of the pack, if duven with or by it against land. 1 
lines of the Zvam might be of service so long a5 $1¢ Wis on 
an even keel or in ice of no gica* height above tie water Tne, 
but amongst flocs and beigs, or when thrown or her Loan 
ends they would aval he nothiig” 

If the /vam were to dt ft towards the Greenliid cost ot 
the American pola: islands, he 1s of op sion that, supposi ig 
a landing covld be cffected, there would be 10 probab: ty 
at all of salvauion. Assuming that alanc ny could be effected 
it must be on ai whosp table and pro sioly wee bat ad Coast, 
or on tic mountai ious ice of a pibcoc ystte seq Wet 4 
cettunly enfce ted, and probaby redtecd ships co ny wy 
there could, 11 stich t cag, be no prospect of reach ny 
succom = Putting aside the posse aiity of settvy (agaist 
which there 1s no certam prohylictic), hive the depress 1g 
nfluence on the miids of the c ew resins from long 
confine nent in very close quartes dur ig many moiths of 
dealness, extieme cold, inact on, emt, constart perl, vid 
he hatnting unceytainty as to the futuie, beer sufficient y 
aken jnto account? Perfunctory duties and occt pat o1s™ 
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do not avert the effects of these condtons, tley hudy 
nut gate trem, and have beer known to aggravate tun I 
do not consider the attainment of Dr. Nansen’s object by the 
nears at his disposal to be mpossiblé; but I do consider 
toat the Success of such an enteiprise would not just fy the 
exposure of valuable lives for its attargment.” 

Ii America, Gene al Giecly, the leader of the 111 fated 
expedition genciatly known by his name (1881-84), wrote an 
article in Zhe Jorum (August, 1891) in which he says amo g 
other things. ‘ It strikes me as almost incredible that the 
plan here advanced by Dr Nansen should receive encourage 
ment o1 support It seems tc me to be based on fallacious 
ideas as to physical conditions within the polar regions, and 
to foreshadow, if attempted, barren results, apart from the 
suffering and death among tts membeis, D1 Nanscn, so far 
as I know, has had no Arctic service ; hs crossing of Green- 
land, however difficult, 1s no mote polar work than the scal ng 
of Mount St Chas, “It is doubtful if any hydiogiapher would 
treat setously his theory of polai currents, or if any Arctic 
tayeller would indorse the whole scheme. ‘There aie perhapse 
a dozen men whose Arctic sevice has been such that the 
positive suppoit of this plan by even a respectable mimo ty 
would entitle 1t to consideration and confidence. These men 
are. Admiral M‘Clintock, Richards, Collison and Nares, 
and Captain Markham of the Royal Navy, Sir Allen Young‘ 
and Leigh Smith of England, Koldewey of Geimany, Payer 
of Austria, Nordenskio d of Sweden, and Melville m ow own 
country. I have no hesttatio1 in asserting thet no two of 
these believe in the possrbility of Nansen s fist propositio i—~ 
to buitd a vessel capable of liying or nay gating in a heavy 
Aictic pack, nto which it 1s proposed to put hs slip, ‘Le 
secoid proposit on is even more hezadous involving ast 
docs a duift of more than 2000 miles in a st aght Ae. : 
through an tnknow. egton, du ng whica the paity in ats” 
voy 1ge (lastthg tno or mote yeais we are, toa) wopld take ? 


Introd ction. ty 

* 
only boats alung encamp o1an cebe g ard lve the e wi c 

floct rg across 

> -After this General G cely proceeds to p ove the fals ty of al 
my assumptiors  Reapect’ng the objects fom the /annume 
he says plainly that he docs not be eve n them 47 obally 
some drift articles werg foind ? he says, “and rt would scen 
more reasonabe to trace them to the Jostens, which wo 
wrecked in Smth Sound, about 1,000 miles north of 
Julianehaab ” , “Tt is finther important to note thit, 
if the articles were really om the Janne/e, the nearest rotte 
would have been, not acioss the Noith Pole along the cist 
coast of Greenlind, but down Ken sedy Channel and by way 
of Smth Sound and Baffin Bay, as was suggested as to dh fl 

from the Porteus” 

We could not possibly get near the Pole itself by a long 
distance, says Greely, 1s ‘we kiow almost as well as af we 
had seen tt, that there 16 11 the unknown regions an extens ve 
land which 15 the butholace of tte flal¢opped icebe gs or the 
palwociystic ice” Tn ths glac ci covered lind, wh ch he Js of 
op mon must be over yoo miles 1 diameter, and wh ch sends, 
out icebergs to Greenliid as well as to Liang Josef's Land * 
the Pole itself must be 5 tt ated. 

“As to the indestructi ole sup,” he says, “it cc ta ly a 

»most desnable thing fo. Di Naawen’? Ils meaung, howeve , 
1s that it cannot be bult “Dr Nurser appeus to be eve 
that the question of )uilding 01 such Ines as wl gtve the 
slup the greatest power of rey olince to the pressure of the 
ice floc has not been tioroughy and satisfactory 90 sed, 
although bund eds of thousiids @f dol us have beon spent 
for ths end by the sc and wraling com] an es of Scot ard 
and Newfoundland’ As an autheity he quotes Mels le, 





> 
PAV Crrefe cice to hs stateme it that Leih-S nth had chserved such 

feebergs on the north west coast of Vranz J ef s Land,*t may be remarked 

that no fy man being has ever been there o. Ed 
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and says “evety Arctic navigator of expeuence agrees wth 
Melville’s dictum that even if built solid a vessel could not 
withstand the ice pressuie cf the heavy polar pack.” ‘lo, nty 
asscttion that the ice along the “SibeMan coast 1s compata- 
tively thif, 7 to ro feel,” he again quotes Melvillc, who 
speaks of ce “so fect hgh, ete’ gomething we did not 
discover, by the way, during the whole of our voyage). 

After giving still more conclusive proofs that the Jramn 
must inevitably go to the bottom, as soon as it should be 
eaposed to the pressme of the ice, he goes on to 1¢fer to 
the impossibility of difting im the ice with boats, And he 
concludes his article with the remark that ‘Arctic exploration 
15 sufficiently credited with rashness and danger in its legitimate 
and sanctioned methods, without bearing the burden of Dr, 
Nansen’s illogical scheme 0” self destruction ” 

From ai aiticle Greely wiote afler our retuin home, in 
Harpers (Veekty for September 19th, 1896, he appears to 
have come to the cénclusién that the Jeaunetie relics weie 
genuine and that the assumption of their dmft may have 
-been correct, mentioning “Melville, Dall and othas” as not 
believing in them He allows also that my scheme has been 
carried out in spte of what he had sad. This tme he 
concludes the article as follows —‘ In contiasting the expedi 
tions of De Long and Nansen, 1t is necessary to allude to the 
single blemish that mars the otheiwise magnificent cacer of 
Nansen, who deliberately qu itted his comrades on the ice-beset 
ship hundreds af miles fiom any known land, with the intention 
of not rcetuning, but, m his own repoited words, ‘to go to 
Spit-bergen where he felt ccitam to find a sh p 600 miles 
away! "De Long and Amble? ,yad such a sense of honour 
that they sacificed their lives 1ather than sepaiate thcmsclves 
fiom a dymg min whom their presence could not save It 
passes comprehension how Nansen could have thus devpied 
fiom the most sacred duty devolving on the commander of a 
“naval expedition The safe return of biaye Captain Syerdrup 
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with the Jram docs not exarsc Naisey — Sveidiup’s con 
sstericy cou age, and sk Lin bo ding (ist to the Z,am and 
““pnaging ns comades back to Nomsay, vw} win fo ym the 
minds of many ‘auicls cveu "1 gic ier viose of na auc and 
accomplished chief? . 

Onc of the few whogublicly give to my plan the support of 
Ins sc ent fe author ty was P ofessor Stpin, the well kiown 
Editor of Ltkemanns Mitten ce. In-an atele in this 
journal for 1891 (p., 191) he net only 3; ohe warmly an its 
favour but supported it wth ew suggestions, This view was 
that what he terms the Aiclic “wind shed” probably for the 
greater pait of the yeu divides the uiknown po ar sain iito 
two puts In the eastern pat the preva: ng winds bow 
towards the Being Sea, while those of the westein part blow 
towa ds the Adantic, Ie thought thit, as viule, this wond 
shed’ must le near the Berg Sea, and that the previ lng 
wnds in the tracts we purpo ed { avers 1g would thus favour 
our duft Ocr eapericrce bord out Mofcseor $ 1p n’s theory 
an aremaikable deg ve, 
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Tootnarpy as the scheme sppeared to some, 1 received 
poweiful support from tie Norwegia1 Government and tie 
King of Norway A BI was laid before the Stortamg for 
a grant of 411 250 (200,000 kionet) or two-thuds of the 
est mated cost ‘he remait 1g thud I hoped to be able to 
raise fiom private sources, as I had already 1ereived promises 
of support flom many auaitess, 

On June goth, 1890 the amount demanded was voted hy 
the Storthing; which the eby expressed its wish that the 
expedition should be a Norwegian one, In Jawuy, 1891, 
Mr. Thos, Fear tley, Coisul Axel IIeciberg, and Mi Tllef 
Ringnes set to woik to collect the fiither stm requ ed and 
in a few days the antou at was st hse bed 

Hs Majesty King Oscu gave £1,125 (20000 kroner) * 
while private ind vidua s i1 Nowway gave as fol ows 


cd 
Corsi] Axel ITube g . es KO 
Ditto (ite) . 393 05 

Mr AntonCu Ife . . 1195, a Oo 

Mr A, Dick, Hovis @ SE 5 0 

Ditto (later) =. 79 . . 09} 15 0 

Mr Thos Fear. ey (merchiit) . . asi 5 0 

Ditto { ate } G 5 0 

Messrs Rng ies & Co. (biewets) . ‘ ab (50 
Ditto {Inte ) “ 56 5 a 

Mr A. S Kjostaiud { merchant) Dram nen 4 28r 5 0 

Ditto (ae) bo 5 0 
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tf, 
Mr L Sundt (nerchiii} Be gen . . . 2bt 5 a 
Consul Westye Lyelurg . . . §62 10 G 
~~ Mr Halve Serr . . . a8io5 0 
“Buor Havild Wedgt far sberg and CT vcs. a 
aod, M usta ef Sate . g(2 10 0 
Cowl Neory TE Kauttvon Crs c vad + 2 5 0 


Among foreign cont butors may he mentiored the Rey il 
Geogiaphical Soc ‘ety of Londe a, whies siowcd ts syn palay 
with the undettak ag by subscnbiig £300 stelog. Baor 
Oscar Dickson provided at his own cost tic clectric 1ystallation. 
(dynamo, acct mulators, and co ductors) 

As the work of equipment procecded, it appewed that the 
first estimate was not sufficnnt This was especially die 
to the ship which was estinated to cost £8,437 10s. 
{1g0000 ktorer) vit wich came to nearly dou'e tat 
sum. Whee so mich was at stake, I dd not think st 1 ght 
to study the cost tvo mucy, if it seemed tit a httle extra 
outhy could ensiie tic successful result of the expedtor 
The thee gentlemen who hid taken tie Ievd in the f st 
collect on, Mi Thomas Pear tley, Corul Arc] Ietberg and 
Mi [ef Ringnes, undertook at my request to co rt tute 
themselves the Committee of the cxped on and to tike 
chaige of its pecumary affa s In onder to cover a portion 
of the deficiency, they, Logethar with certun members of the 
Council of the Geogtaphical Society, set on foot another 
private subscription all over the country; while the same 
society at a later perod headed a nao wl subscuptton, By 
these mews about 4996 5s. was collected 11 all IT had 
further to pet ton the Notweg a1 Stoith ng for an additional 
sum of £4 500, when our national assem ly yain gowe proof 
of its sympathy with the ufdertaking hy gia ving the amount 
named (Jure gth, 1890) 
> Finally Consul Axcl Ieibet, and Mr Dick subscitbed an 
addtional 4337, 105 each, while I mysylf made up the 
deficigney that sill remaried on the eve of ourdepaiture, =e 
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SrATEM “1 Of ACCOUNTS or 1H LXELDIIION ON Tis Gki1ING 
oul, 1893 


— 


sHome + 
. . Kroner ore 


State Grant . 280 coo 
HM ‘The Kitz, and ong nal pr vate st bser bers” 105 000 


o 
° 
Puvate s ser ptron of the Geog ipl cr Gciely . 12,781 23 
2287 23 

78 

° 

o 

° 


Nat onal subse} ton. . . 
Inte est accrued . . . . 9 729 
Guaranteed by private mdividh as : 5,400 
Deficit covered by A IIe berg and A Dick + 12,000 
D tto YT Nans. . 5,400 
Geographica Souiety, London (£3 *300) « . . we 
IE Smot Manchester (£100). . 
A Noiwegian m Riga (1,000 rot b es) and ot cr 9,278 62 
Total » 4 + 444339 36" 
Se coneemnmnnationd 
Ea pen titure 
Krover ore 
Wages accommt . e + 46,44 ie fe) 
Life msurance premiums of marr ed partizipilors ’ 5,361 90 
Instrume its account @. 4 ® » + 12978 68 
Sup account =. . « 27r,g2y 8 
Prov 1sio 3s account . . . + 39172 98 
Expenses accou it nr . . 10612 38 
Equipment account, » + 57836 34 
Tou . 444339 36 





* Nemly £75 aoc 


It will be evide it fiom the plan above expounded, that the 
most important point in the eqtipmer t of our expedition was 
the building of the shp that was t> carly us tough the 
dicaded ice regois The corstinction of thie vessel wis 
accord igly catued out with greater care, probably, than has 
becn de¥oted to any ship that Rag, hith erto ploughed the Atet ¢ 
waters I found in the well known shipbuildey, Colin A char, 
aiman who thoroughly understood the task I set him, and who 
concentrated all his skull, foresight, and raic thooughness 
upon the work * We must gratefully recog yse thal the success 
™ of the exnedition was 11 no small dew oe dite to the ma 
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Tf we tun out attent on to the ong hst of for net eapedit ons 
aidto berequ p nents, t cannot but ste he 1 that scarcely a 
stigle vessel had been ou lt spee rly for the purpose in fact, 
the myonity of explofers have not even proviced themselves 
with vessels wh ch were ongimily mlendcd for sce Mayvyavion 
Jhsis the more supnsing wi en we rene nber the sums of 
money that have been Jayished on the equ pment of some of 
these expeditions. The fact ss, they hive generally been in 
such a hurry to set out that there has been no time to devote 
to a more cateful equpment. In many cases, indecd, 
preparations were not begun unul a few months before the 
expedition sailed. The present expedition, however, could 
not be equipped in so short a tume, and if the voyage itself 
took three yeas, the preparations took no less tine, while the 
scheme was conceived thrice threc years carlicr 

Plan after plan did Aiche: mak:z of the ptojected ship; one 
model after another was prepared and abindoned 

Fiesh improvements were constantly "being suggested, The 
form we finally adhered to may seem to may people by no 
means beautiful, but that it 1s well adapted to the ends in 
view I think our expedition has fully proved What was 
especially aimed at was, as mentioned on page 22, to give the 
ship such sides that it could readily be hosted up dur ng ice- 
pressure, wthout being crushed betweer the floes  Gicely, 
Nates etc, etc, are ceitainly 1 ght i: sayng that th’s is 
nothing new. I relied here simp y on tie sad experiences of 
ealict expedit ons What, however, may be sad to be new 
is the fact that we not only real sed (iit the slip ought to 
have such a form, but that we gave it that form, as well a4 the 
necessary sticngth for resisty ag*gieit icc pressing, and*that this 
was the guiding idea m the whole work of constuction Colin 
Ancher 13 qtute night m what he svys in an article in the orsd 
Lidsskryft for Sovesen, 1892 :—" When one bears in mind 
what is, so to speak the fundamental ideasof Dr, Nansen’s 
plan in his North, Pole Expedition... . it*wil readily be™ 
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a 
seen that a sh p which 1s to be bu t with exclusive regard to 
ts suitabihty for this object must ¢ flet esscntally fom any 
other previously k iown vessel. « a 

-?In the coisiricuon of the ob peawo po ts rst oc 
spec aly stid ed (1) that the shape of the wll he such .4 to 
offer as small a vulnerab ¢ ta get as passtble to the attac<s of 
tie ice, and (2) that it be bu It so solidly as to be able to, 
withstand tie greatest possible picsse fom without im any 
direction whatsocvei ” 

And thus she was built more attention being pid to 
mak og hera safe and warm stronghold while dr fang im the 
ice thai to endowing her » th speed o1 good sar ng qualit ¢s, 

As above stated, our 1m was t> make the ship as smal 
as possible The reason of this was tiat a snl ship 1s, of 
course, ] ghter tian a large one, anc can be made stronger in 
proportion to her weigit. A small ship too is better adapted 
for nav gation among the ice, it is easter to handle her in 
critical moments, and 4o fincha safe berth for her between the 
packing ice floes. I was of opimon that a vessel of 170 tons 
register would suffice but the 2i-am 1s considerably larger, 
402 tons gross, and 307 tons net, It was aso our aim to 
build a short vessel, whch could tl :ead her way cas ly among 
the floes, espee ally as gieat length would have been a source 
of weakness when ce pressure set im = But n order that sue 
arhp, whch has, moicover, very slop'ng » des, siall possess 
tie necessary carying capcity, she must be lnoad; and her 
breadth is in fact asout a third of her length Another po nt 
of importance was to make the sces as smooti as poss ole 
without projecting edges, yhile playe strfaces were as mich 
as possible avoided in the ne ghbot rhood of the most vu ner 
able po nts, and the hull asst med’n plump and rounded for 1, 
Bow, stein, and keel all were rounded off so that the xe 
should not be able to get a grp of her anywhere, For this 
reason, too, the keel was sunk in the pla 1k ng so that baie y 

esthree inches protruded aid ts edges were rounded The 
6. * a 
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e 
obyect was that‘ the whole ¢ aft should be able to sl p lke uw 
eel out of the embraces of the icc.” 

Whe hull was made po nted fore and aft, and somewhat 
rescubesa pat hate nows the keel ard the shi DE wd 
strakes. Both ends were nade specially strong sThe sicu 
consists of three staut og< berms, one ins de the other, form ng 
.anl aggregate tuckness of 4 fact (1 25 m) of sol d ork 3 inside 
the sten are fitted solid bressthooks of oak and non to bad 
the ship’s sides togethar aid fion these bicastloaks stays 
aie placed against the pawl bit ‘The bow is protected by an 
Iron stem, aad actoss it ate fitted traverse bars which ran 
some stnall distance backwaids on either side as 16 usual in 
sealers, 

Tie stein is of a special and so newhat peculiar construction, 
On either side of the rudder and propeller posts—which are 
sided 24 inches (65 cm )—is fisted a stout oak counter timber 
folowurg tac curvature of tic stein rght up to the upper 
deck, and forming, so lo speak* a doable stern post The 
planking 1s carried outs de these umbers and the ste11 pro- 
tected by heavy non plates wrought outside the pla iking 

Between tierce two counter {mbets ticie 1s a well for the 

screw, and also one for the ruddet, Luough wh'ch they can 
both be ho’sted up on deck. It is usual in sealers to have 
athe screw aianged in this way, so that it cin easily be 
1eplaccd by a spate scicw should it be broken by the ice, 
But such an auangement is not usual m the case of the 
udder, and, wh le with om small crew, and with the he p of 
the capstan, we could hoist the rudder on deck in a few 
minutes in case of any sudden ice,pressuie or the like, 1 have 
known it take sealers, with ,weicw oO over Go mcw several 
hours, or even a whole day,” to ship aa esh rudder, 

‘The stern 1s, on the whole the Achilles’ hecl of ships in 
the polar seas; here the ice can casily nflict gicat damage, 
for “instance, by lyersuag the mudder ‘To gnud cya nst this 
darger, ow rudder was placed so low dow as not to bow 
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voble above water, so that if a floe should sti ke the vessel 
aft it would break its force against the strong stern-pait, and 
could haidly touch the rudder itself As a matter of fact, 
notwithstanding the violent piessuies we met with, we never 
suffered any injury in this respect 
Lverythiig was, of couse, done to,make the sides of the 


shp as strong as possible, The fiame timbers were of 


cho ce Itahan oak that had or giiuly been intended for the 
Noiwegian navy, and had Jain under cove at Horten for 
30 yeas ‘Lhey were all grown to shape, and ro 11 inches 
thick The fanes weie bu It in two courses on tiers, closely 
wrought together, and connected by bolts, some of which 
weie 1veted. Over each joint flat tron bands were placed. 
The frames were about 21 inches (§6 cm.) wide, and were 
placed close together, with oily about an inch o1 an inch 
and ahalf between; and these interstccs were filled with 
pitch and sawdust mixed, fion the keel to a I ttle distance 
above the wate: line -1n order to keep the ship moderately 
wateit ght, even should the outer ski1 be chafed through 

The outside planking consists of three layers The mner 
one 1s of oak 3 inches thick, faste ed with spikes and care- 
fully caulked, outside this another oak sheathing 4 inches 
thick fastened with through bolts and caulked , and outside 
these comes the ice skin of greenheart, which like the other 
planking“1uns 1 ght down to the keel At the wal lire it 1 
Ginches thick, gradually diminishing towards the bottom to 
3 inches, It 1s fastened with nals and jagged bolts, md not 
with through bolts so that if the ice had sti pped off tice 
whale af tre ice shea hag the ha. of the sh.p would no. have 
suffered. ary geat damage, -The Iming motde the flame 
{mbeis is of pitch pme planks, sSme 4 some 8 inches thick , 
it was also carefully caulked once or twice 

The total thickness of the ships s des 15, thercfoe, fiom 24 
to 281iches of solid watert ght wood. It wall readily be w ider- 
stood that such a ship's side, with its rounded form, would of 
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itself offer a very good resistance to the ace, bat to make i 
still suonger the iside was shoicd up in every possible way 
so that the hold looks like a cobweb of balks, sta ic uons, and 
biacés In the first place, there aie two lows of beuns, tie 
upper deck and between decks, principally of sold ogk, pay 
also of pitch pine; and all of these are finther connected wth 
each othei, as well as With the sidcs of the sh p, by nina 
dus supports The dagonal stays are, of coutse, placed as 
nealy as possible at ught angles to the sides of the ship 
so as to sliengthen them against external picsstie and to 
distuioute us force. The vertical stanchions between botr 
tors of beams and between tre lower beams and keelson are 
admurably adapted for this latte: object. All aie connected 
together with strong knees and non fastenings, so that the 
whole becomes as it weie a single coherent mass It should 
be borne in mind that, while in forme: expeditions it was 
thought saffciet fo give a couple of deans av.dships some 
extra suengthen ng, eve y single cvoss baum in the 2ram wis 
stayed in the mainer dese tbed 
In the engincioom there wis, of coutee, no space for 

suppoits in the middle, but in their plaice two stay ends were 
fixed on either sde ‘Lhe beams of the lower decle were 
placed a little under the waiter line, whee the “ce presse 
would be severest In the after-hold these seams had to be 
raised a little lo give rvom for the engne ‘Lhe tpper deck 
aft, theicfore, was somewhat Jugher than the mam deck, ond 
the ship had a poop ot half deck, under which were the cab ng 
for all the members of the capedition and also the cook ng- 
galley Stiong non uders wore worked in for the whole le sth 
‘oftuc slap in tue Spaces butwegy the bear 5, ¢atcnding, in one 
length from the clamp undef the upper deck nearly to the 
keelson, The keclson was in two tiers and about 31 inches 
(80 cm,) high, saving in the engine 100m where the hesght of 
“the rdom only allows one tier The keel consists of two hewy 
: American elm logs’ 14 ches square, but, ag has been men- - 
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toned so huitia that only 3 inches prot cde | clow te ot ter 
planking ‘The sides of the hull are rounded downwa ds to 
the keel, so tiat a transverse seclio at the mdshp fare 
reminds one forcibly of half 1 cocoayut cit 11 two Lhe 
lugher the slip 1 hfted out of the water, Lie heavier docs 
she of cotuse  ecome, and the g eater her presse on the 
ice but for t1¢ above rewson the ers er also does it become 
for the ice to lift ‘To obviate mich heeliog, n case the hull 
should be hfied very high, the bottom was made flat ard this 
proved to be an excellent idea I endeavotted to determine 
expoimentally the ftction of ice against wood ard ‘tak ng 
into account the strength of the ship, and the angle of he 
sides with the surface of the wate: I cane to the co rclus on 
that her st ength must be many tines 9 ifetent to withstdnd 
the piessuie necessaly to lift her ‘Lh s calct lation was amply 
barne out by expe ¢ ice 

The pine pal dimensions of tie ship were as follows — 
Levgth of keel, 103 feety length of water line, 113 fects 
length fiom stem to stem on deck, 128 feet; catrome 
bieadth 36 feet, breadth of water-line, exclusive of ice sk+1,, 
34 feet; depth, 17 feet; draught of water with hght cargo, 
12k feet, displacement with light ca go, 530 tons, wth 
heavy cargo, the d aught 1s over rg feet, and the displace- 
meit 1s 800 tons, there 1s a fieeboad of about 3 feet 
6 inches, The hull with boilers filled was calculated tot 
weigh vbout 420 tors, and with 800 tons d placement tt ere 
should, therefoic, be spare car yit gg power for coal and other 
cargo to the amount of 380 tons I hus, in addition to the 
1¢quisile provisions for dogs and men for more than five you 5, 
ne could carty coal for fou Ponths steaming at full speed, 
which was more than sufficient fe such an cxped t'o1 as thus, 

As regards (ie rigging {he most important object was to 
have it as simple and as strong as possiole, and at the same 
ume go cont ved as to offir tie least poss ble res stare to * 
the wind whJe*the shp was indet steanf? = Wita our small, 


Preparations and 2 yuipment 49 


Cy 
ctew It was moreover of the last impo taice that it should 
he easy to wok fiom deck Tor tus tetson tie Fram wis 
riveed a a three masted fo eands ft schooner, Sevora of 
our olde Arete skippas ¢ sapprovcd of tus airayer cw 
‘They had always been used to sit with squucrgg t 41s 
and with 11@ conseryiien pecu a to ther elas wee of 
opin on that what they had used was tre only thing tot 
could be used in the we Jlowever, the 2g we cho e Was 
unquest onably the best for our pu pose In add ton to the 
ordinary four and aft sails we had two movable yards on the 
foremast for a squate foresal and tcpsail As the yards were 
attached to a slid ng tiuss they could easily be hauled dow 1 
when not in use =‘The sh p’s lower masts were tolerably h gh 
and massive The manmast was about 80 feet high, the 
main topmast was so fect high and the cows nest on the tor 
was about 102 féet (32m) above the witer It was imjo 
tant to have this as ligi as possbe 50 15 to hive a nore 
extended view when it came to ptk ng vor way tl ough tic 
ice, ‘Iie aggregate sa] aica was about 6 000 sq feet 
. The shps engine, a ti ple exprision was made with par 

» lucular cae, The wok was doie at the Akers Mee ia ucal 
Pactory, aid Ting near No veck deserves expec ul ered t fo 
its const ctio1 With bis quec sisight he fo esaw te 
various possib | ties that m ght ocert, aad tock peertion 
against trem ‘The ti ple expanson system wis ©0801 15 
berg the most econom cal in the const npt’on of coal, but 
as it might happen trait one or ctier of the cyl ides show d 
get out of order it wa, atanged oy neans of scprate p prs 
that any of the cylindeis cot ld se cyt off and tus the ot ier 
two, o1, at a pinch, even one ilpic cord be uscd, bn ths 
way the engine, by the me e Yurniig of a cock or two, could 
be changed at will mto a compound hgh pressme or low 
pressure engine, Although nothing ever went wiong with any 
“of the’ cylinders, this aangement was frequently used with 
Advantage, By using the engine as a compoimd one, we 
i : Sai 
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could, for mstance, give the 27 tm greater speed for a short 
tme and when oceaston demanded we often took ths men 
of forcing ou way thio.gh the ice ‘Lhe engine was of 270 
«‘idicated horse power and we could,in caln weather With a 
I ght caxgo attain a speed of 6 or 7 knots 

The plopelleis, of which we had two in reserve, were two 
bladed and made of cast iron, but we never sed either the 
spare propelleis or a spare rudder which we had w th us 

Our quaiteis lay, as before mentioned, abaft wider the half 
deck, and were arranged so that the saloon, which formed our 
din ng 100m and drawing room, was in the middle, sun ounded 
01 all sides by the sleeptig cabins ‘These consisted of forr 
state rooms with one berth apiece and two with four berths 
The object of this a raage rent was to po ect the saloon from 
eaternal cold, but fuitie, the ceiling, floors and walls were 
covered with several thick coat ngs of non conducting material, 
the surface layer, m touch with the heat of the cabin, con- 
sisting of aii tight jinoleum, to prevent the warm, damp air 
from penetiating to the other s de and depositing moisture, 
which would soon tuin to ice The sides of the ship were 
lined with taued felt, then came a space with cok padding, 
next a deal panelling, then a thick layer of felt next arr tight 
Inoleum, and last of all an inner panellmg The ceil ng of 
the saloon and calins cons stcd of many d tfere at layers * an, 


felt, deal pane ling, remdeer han stufling, deal panellnig, - 


Jnoleum, an and deal panelling, which, w th dhe 4 inch dec. 
planks, gave a otal ur ckness of avout 15 inches ‘yo ford t 
floor of the siloon, cork paddiig 6 ot 7 tichcs th ck, was lait 
on the deck planks, on th sath ch wooden Moor, and above all 
hnolkum ‘The skyligafw ych wis most exposed to the ecld 
was protected by tlree pane$eof glass one with n the other, 
and in yanous other way One of the gicatest difficulties 
of Ife on boad shp which former Arctic expeditions had 
had to contend with, was that mo sture collect ng on the cold 
outside walls’cither fioze at once o1 1an Yown in streams mig 
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“the be ths and on to the foo ‘Thus it wa tobias Utd 
find {1¢ matt esses converted Wo tio oO 65 <olt masses 
ofice We however, by these uw rigements ert ely aye ded 
such an unpleisant gate of things, and when tie (16 was 
lighted in the salog, there was rol 2 Lace of mostime 01 the 
walls even in the s eepipg crbins =a font of the saloon fay 
the cook’s galley, on eithe side of whch was 4 co npa non 
Jeading to the deck. 

Ag a protection against the cold cich of these companion 
ways was fitted with four smill sold doo s consisting ct 
several layers of wood wth felt belwees, all of which had 
to be passed through on going out =And the mc ie completely 
to exclude the cold aur the thresholds of tie doors were made 
more than ordinauly high On the halfdeck ove the cooks 
galley, between the maim mast and the funnel was a chart 
room facing the bow, and a smallet work toom a ift 

Tn onder to sectne the safety of the ship in cise of a leak, 
the hold was divided into thtiee ¢omprl nents by watert ght 
bulkheads. Besides the usual pumps, we bad a powerful 

_centi fugal pump diver by the eng ie, which could be 
connected with cach of the thee computmcis It may 
be mentioned as an implovemeit on for ner expeditions that 
the Jram was furmshed with an celectic ight instal at on. 
The dynamo was to be diiven by the cngine wh le we wee 
unde steam, while the intention was to drive at partly by 
means of the wind, putly by hiid power dutiag ota sojoun 
yn the ice Por this pttpose we took a wiadnl with es 
and also a ‘hoisenull” to be worked by ourslyes I hid 
anucipated that this latter migat hgve been uset bin g vag 
us exercise in the long polar nyht We touaid, roweve , that 
there were p enty of other ththgs to do, and we never used tl; 
on the othe: hand, the windmill proved extremely serviceable 
For illumination when we might not haye cnotgh power to 
produte clectie light, we took with us abou 16 tons of 
petroleum, which vas also intended {01 cook ng pu poses 


3a Crupta If 


and fot warming the cabins, ‘hs pettolerm, as well as 
20 tons of common keoseie* interded to de used alors 
wt. coal in the holer was to cd m mass ve non tanks, 
e’ght of whch were m the hold, ant gne o1 deck [7 all 
the sh p Bad ¢ ght boats, two of wach were espec uy ups, 
2g feet lorg and g feet wide. ‘1 icsg were intended for ue 
in case the shi> shat ld, after all be ae the dev be a tiat 
we should hye 11 them whled ft 1g 11 tie ice, They werd 
large enough to accommodate tic whole sh p’s company with 
provisions for many months Loren taicie were four smaller 
boats of the form sealers gene ally use They were eacecd- 
ingly strong and | gitly burt, two of oak, and two of elm 
The seventh boat was a small pam, and the ¢ ghth a launch 
with a petiolcum ecargine which however was not very 
sery ceable and caused us a gicit deal of trouble 

As Isiall have frequent occis on liter on to speak of other 
details of om equipment I sill coitert mysef here with 
mentioning a few of che mést importa rt 

Special attention was, of cotrse, devoted to om couns 
sai at with a y ew to obviating tle danger of semvy and ot) er 
ailments, The pine ple on wlich I acted 11 the choce of 
prov sions was to combire variety wt wholesomeness, 
Every single article of food wis cicncaly analysed bef e 
Vcrig adopted, and great cue was tryed Crit at shorld he 
propeily packed Such utcles, ever ‘5 > cad dred vege 
tables, ete. ele, were so dered dowi 1 tis as 1p otect oa 
aganst di pp 

A good Ibrry wis cf gre nol re to an cxped 9d 


Tke ous, and thiiks tg pt soews aad f eads bot 1a om 
ee 


e 
* P soil by mers of rv per i Recons rue cd steam jet ayprre us Way 
Injeced nto tie fh wesmtiel rs if coway weetbnr lar 
yey ceonomcilar su og mi ner gv og fcréia great amotat cf he, 
The apparatis was one wt ch has seen ap tec to locemol ves ay ty 
whe ce it wis p ocured, Tt appearcs iowere , trait it tended to ove heat 
He bo erat che m2 tcnrr pom, wl reat aleadert, co Twoseda 
abandoicdairs method of fii g $ 
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own and in other cot ntics we were very well suppied in tis 
acepect. 

The instruments for taking 6 entific obset vations of couse 
formed aa important yt of our equ pment and special cud 
was bestowed upon them In add tio t> the collection of 
instrume its IT had used on my Gice iid cap.d lon, 1 great 
many new ones were provided, and no pans wore spired to 
get then as good and com cic as possble Lor metearo- 
logical observatons im adciton to the ord my thermo. 
meters, barometers, ancroids | ychrometers, hygromcters 
anemometeis, etc, etc, selfiegistermg imstiume sts were aso 
taken Of special impoitance were a selficgister ng ancioid 
barometer (barograph) and a pan of selfiegistering theimo 
meters (the:mogiaphs). To. astronomical observations we 
bad a Jarge theodolite and two sma e1 ones, intended for 
use on sledge expedi ons, together wth several sextants of 
different sizes. We had, morcrver, fowt simp clionometers 
and several pocket chionomcr& Tor magnetic observe 
tions, for facing the dechiahon, inchmation and intensity 
(both hor zontal and total intensity) we hid 1 complete 
set of inshuments, Among oatheis may be mentioid a 
spectroscope especially adapted for the noithan lights, an 
electioscope for deteamming the amount of elcclueity im the 
au, photograph c appaatuses, of wach we had seven, lage 
‘and small, and a photograph meter for muking clits I 
considered a pendulum appa atus with its adyaicts to be of 
special importance to enable us Co make pendulu n experimants 
in the far noith, ‘Lo do this, howeva, lund was necesauy, 
and as we did not find any, this instiument unfortunately did 
not come into use. Vor hydjogiaphic os,ervatio1s ye took 
a full eqmpment of water samp es, deep water thermometes, 
eic To ascetiain the siltness of the water, we had m 
addition to the ordinary arco nelers, w elect ie apparatus 

_ specially constructed by Mr, Thainoe, A together, our 
“scientific equipment yas especiil y exce ent, thanks in great 
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1ieiute to the ool ging assistance reidered me by many 
men of science 1 would take this opportunity of tendering 
my special thanks to Piofesso. Mohn, who, resides spcing 
to the metcorolog cal instruments, helped me x1 muy ther 
ways with his valuable advice, to Professo. CGeelmuyden, 
who undettook the supervision of ébe astronomical instiu- 
ments, to Dr Neumeyer, of Hamburg, who took charge 
of the magnetic equip nent , and to Piofesso: Otto Petterson, 
of Stockholm, and Mi, Thosnoc, of Chustiama, both of whom 
supenntended the hydrogiaphe depmatment. Of no less 
mpoitance weie the physiologico medicinal preparations, to 
which Professor Torup devoted paiticula cae 

As it might be of the utmost importance, in several con- 
tngencics, to have good sledge dogs, I applied to my fitend, 
Baron Cdwaid von ‘Toll, of St. Petersburg, and asked him 
whether it was possible to pronue serviceable animals fiom 
Sibena* With gieat courtesy Von ‘Toll 1eplied that he 
thought he himself Could Guange this for me, as he was just 
on the pomt of undertaking his second scientific eapedition 
to Sibeua and the New Sibeunn Islands Ie proposed to 
send the dogs to Khabaova, on Yugor Strat. On hs 
journey thiough Tiumen in January, 1893, by the help of 
an English merchant named Waidropcer, who resided there, 
he engaged Alexander Ivanovitch Tiowhem to uardertake 
the purchase of thuty Ost ak dogs, and tier conveyance to- 
Vugor Suiatt But Von Toll was not content with this 
Mr. Nikolai Kelch hay ng offerzd to bear the expense, my 
fiend procured the East Sibeuan dogs, which are acknow 
ledged to be better dsaught dogs than those of Wet 
Sibeia*(Ostiak dogs) and Fohan ‘loigeisen, a Nowe uw, 
undettook to deliver them at the’mouth of the Olenck, whete 
it was arranged that we should touch, 





* Thad thought of procur 1g doys fron the Esano of Gicciatd id? 
Hudson Ray, but there p oved to beans perth e G flict t es in the way of 
getting them conveyed from there 
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Von Toll moreover, thought it wold be important to 
establish some depéts of piovisiois on the New $ oe 1n 
Islands, in case the Zam should meet with doaster vid 
the expedition should e obl ge. to sett 1 howe that says 
On Von ‘Toll’s menuowig {1 , Keer at once expressed 
himscif willing to bew she costs, as he wished us, “1 t ut 
eyent, to mect with Siber an hop tr ily even on the New 
Sibenan Islands, As it was difficu t to fnd trustworlhy < ye ats 
to carry out a task involving so much respo ith lity Von Colt 
determined to establish the depéts himself and im May, 1893, 
he set out on an adventurous and highly :iterest ag youney 
from the munland over the 1ce to the New S beran Iclaids, 
where, besides laying down thiec depéts for is* he made 
some very important geological 1escarches, 

Another important matter, I thought, was to have a cargo of 
coal sent out as far as possible on ou route, so that wher we 
broke off all connection with the vest of ue woud we shold 
have on boaid the 2vam as much %oal as she could cauy 1 
therefore joyfully accepted an off fiom an Englishman, who 
was to accompany us with his steim yacht to Novaya Ze ula 
or the Kara Sea, and give us roa tons of coal on pa tng 
company, As our departute was diawig nigh I learnt, hoy 
ever, that other arrangements had been made — It hemg now 
too late to take any othe: mersunes, I chutaed the sloop 
Urania, of Bionosund m Nordhnd to bung a cago of coals 
to Khabarova on the Yugor dlta bk 

No sooner did the plan of my xpedton become known, 








* These dep} were armged most cuef My nod every precaut on so 
wel ken that wacertamlyr or dw rvtalid fon tpaedin ve 
gone tiere In the noiliernmost deft at Stta Duriova on the west 
coast of Kotelnol, at 75°37 NT. Wwe sl ouk lave forrd provisie ¢ fer 
a weeks with these we cotld exnsily hive made ar way 65 miles soith- 
wands along the coast to the second depot vt Ursstach, where, in a iets. 
built by Baron Von Tol 11 1886, we shouk have fowid povisicns fur 
a whole month — Lastly, a turd depot 12 a ho se on the south sco of 
Litle Liakhoff Island? with proysons fer two montl a, world have 
enabled us to reach the mamland with case, : 
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than petit ons pomed in by the hundred fio n all quuteis of 
the eaith, fiom Lurope Amcuci, Austr a, fom persons W109 
wshed to take part in it, m spite of the any waning vo ces 
that had been raised. It was 10 casygh ng lo choose amony 
all tie byave mea who appl ed = As a natter of corrse it wis 
absolutely essental that every many shorld be st ow ard 
healthy, aid not one wis fnily weepted tithe had been care 
fully examtied by Professor Halnu Hefoeg, of Cw’stian + 

The followiag 1s. a] st of (he me nbets of the expeditio 1 

Otto Neumann Sterdiup, Commancer of tre Jam, was 
born 11 Bindal 1a Ile geland, 1855 At the age of seventeed 
he went to ser, prsed hs mites cxumumtuion in 1878, and 
fol sone years was captam cfa sip In 1888 8g he took 
patin the Gcunliid Taped uon As soon as he head of 
the plin of tie Poli Layed (01 he expressed hs deste to 
accompa ty t, and I knew that I cor d not place the 2¢am in 
better hands Me 15 mari ed and has ore child, 

Steud Scott Llansen, Tuwt Licutenant 11 tie Navy, undet- 
took the manigement of the rieteorolog cal, astionom cal, and 
magnetic obseivat ons, fe was boin 11 Chiistia ia in 1868 
After prssiag 11 ot gh the Naval School at Iorten, he became 
an officer m 1889, aid Lust Licuteniit in 1892, He 15 a son 
of Anders Iansen, pauish pr est 1a Chiistianny 

fhurik Gite bk sing, doctor and botan st to the eapedi 
tion, was bors 1 Ditmmen 11 1866 whee | 5 fither was at 
that tme a cle gy uin He beeine a atest 11 1885, aad 
gaduited mice re athe s) act 1893 

Lhodwe Claudius Jaobun mate of the Zram wis bors at 
‘Tromsy m 1855 were hs f ther was ish ps captam, aftet- 
waids sharbout na ter and hg d ptot At the age of filtec1 
he went to sey, avd passed by"¢oate’s cx somal on fou yor s 
later He spc ut two years 1 New Zealand, aid fio u 1886 go 
he went on voyages to the A .L¢ Sea as 9s pper of a ‘Tromso 
sloop IIe 5 mai cd and has ore chid ¢ . 

Anton Amundsen chief crgneci of the’ Zam was boin at+ 
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Horten in 1853 In 1884 he prised his tec ye. examna- 
tion, aid soon afterwards nis enyneers aanvaiun lor 
twenty five years he has been in toe Navy, wl cae he attuned 
the rank of chief engtncer Ue ts mired, and has si 
‘childien * 

Adolf Jucll, steward fh conc of the Jia was von he 
par sh of Skdto, noa Kiogeo, » 160 Ih» file, Cas 
Niesen was a fame aid shpowir In 87) he parsed 
hs mates catnmahon and has been captain of ash p many 
yeas Hei, muned, and has fou childses. 

Lars Petterson, second engineer of the Jxam, ws bon in 
1860, at Bone near Landskiona in Sweden, of Norwegi11 
parents He is a fully qualined smth and mach‘ st, 1 whrh 
capacity he has served in the Norwegyan Navy for sescal 
years. Is married and has cnildien. 

Juederih Lalnar Johansen, Vacutenant in the Reserse, was 
born at Skien in 1867, and matricu ated at thu Univers ty 
in 1886, In r8y1 92 he went td the Miltary School and 
became a superiumetary officer, Ife was 50 eager to take 
part in the expcdition that, as no other post could be for nd 
for him, he accepted that of stoke: 

Peter Leonard [ens iksen, Wa pooner, was bo nin Balsfyor |, 
near Tiomso, in 1859 © Tiom childhood he has been a say», 
and fron foutecn years old has gone voyages to the Art 
Sea as hatpoones and shipper, In 1888 he was 9) pwaccked 
off Novaya Ze nlya 11 the sloop Zagheden, fom Chr stan 
sund Ie 1s matricd and has ov1 ch Idien, 

Bunhard Nordaht wes Wow 11 Chustiuaa in 1862. AL 
the age of foutecs he entered the Mivy and advanced to be 
a ginner Su sequently he es done a little of cveryth y, 
aid among other thiags has wotked as an elcetueal eng 1.1 
Tle had charge of the dynamo and electsic ins aJation on 
-boaid, acted, moreover, as stoktr, aid fs at ne asstad n 
the méleotological abservations Lea, mi ed ane bie Coe 
* children, 
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foar Otto Ireens Alogsiad was bain at Aue in Nordmare 
in 1856. In 1877 passed | s exammat’on as first assista it, 
and fiom 1882 onwaids was one of the head keepers at the 
Gausiad Lunatic Asylum . 

Bernt-Benizen, vorn in 1860, went to sea for several years 
Tn 1890 he passed his mate’s exuminauion, since wluch he has 
sailed as mate m several voyages to the Arctic Sea We 
engaged him at ‘Tromso just as we weie slatuig It was 
830 when he came on boaid to speak Lo me, ard at 
1o o'clock the Jam set saul, 
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® So travel I north to the g 2.0m) a rode, 
That the sun never shines on— 
There ts no day.” 


Ir was midsummer day <A dull, gloomy day; aid with ut 
came the inevitable leave aking, Uhe door closed behind 
me. For the last time I left my hdme, aud went one down 
the garden to the beach where the /am’s little petroleum 
launch pitilessly awaited me Behind me lay all I held deat 
in hfe And what befoe me? Wow many yeus would pass 
ere I should see it all again? What would I not have given 
at that moment to be able to tuin back, but wp at the window 
little Liy was sitting clapping her hands, Ifappy child, litue 
do you know what hfe is how stiangely migle | aid how full 
of change Like an arrow the httle boat spec ovet Lysaker 
Bay, bewing me on the first slage of a youney o1 which 1 fe 
itself, if not more, was staked. 

At Jast everything was in readiness, ‘The hout had anived 
towards which the perseve1ing Jybom of years had heen ‘nces- 
santly bent, and with il the “feeling that, everything bemg 
provided and compicted, responsibility migit be thrown aside 
and the weary brain at last find rest, ‘Lhe Jat los yondet 
at Pepper viken, impatiently panting and wating for the signal, 
when the Jaunch eqmes, puffing past Dyna and runs-alongside, 
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‘The deck 1s closcly packed with people come to bid a last 
farewell; and now al must leave tie ship Then the dvam 
we ges ancaor, ind, heavy laden and moving s.ow.y, mn ced 
‘the tour of t3¢ little week. The quays ate blick witi crowds 
of people waving tic hats and haidkerchicfs But silently 
and juetly the 27a heads tow tds the fjord, slecis slowly 
past Bygdo and Dyna out on her uiknown path, while | tte 
rimble craft, steame s and p eastne boats, swatm around her, 
Peaceful 11d snug lay the v Ilas along tre sho e beh nd then 
rely of folage just as they ever scercd of old, Ah} “lan 
18 the wood «nd s ope, and rever did it loos fatcr’? Long, 
Jong, wi lit be before we shall plow gh these well known waters 
aga 

And now a last fuewel to lone Yoder it hes on the 
jorit the fyord sparkt 1g 1n float: pme and fr woods around, 
al Geom +p Ut cadow id ad aud uly woud S lad a dyes bem ad 
Thiotg1 the g 19s one cold desciy a summer clad figure by 
the bench under the fir tra... 

Tt was the daikest ro11 of the whole jouney 

And now out into the ford = It was rainy wether, and a 
feclng of melancholy seemed to Inood over the familiar 
landscape with all its memories 

Tt was not until noon neat diy (Jure 2gth) that tie Jam 
glided ito the bay by Rew k, A cocis slupyird, near Fauvik, 
wheie her cradle stood and where may a golden diean bid 
beer dicant of her yictotsous caicer Laie we were lo bike 
the two long boats o1 beard a d have them set up on then 
davils ; aid tiere were several other tirigs to be sryped Tt 
look the whole diy and g good put of tie next be o e all was 
compretcd A dout thee o*loc< on the 2(th we }aice fare. 
well to Rakvh aid mace v stad aito Lawak Tay in oer 
lo stand out to sca by Vredettksve n Archer hi nse f hid to 
take the wheel and steci hus chid ths ast bit hefore lays Ww 
the ship And then came the “uewell hard shake , ‘but few 
words were spoken, and tiey got ynto the heat, he, amy? 
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biothes aid a fiend wile the 27am gilded ahead wi 
her heavy motan and the bot ds that un tec bs were seve & 

It wassid and strange to see th last rele of home itll wu 
hittle skiff on the wide ue se free, Anke s ctiter bch ne 

and Laury ¢ firtler im the dstaice. I alnost tui a ta 

giitlered on trait fne old face as he stood erect n the oat ard 
shouted a farewell to 16 and to tie Fram. Vio yo Unk he 
does not Jove the vessel? hit he ocleves 11 hey T kiew 
well, So we gave him the first salute fiom tie /oams guns~ 
a worthier nat gutat o1 they could not well have hd 

Full speed ahead, and m the calm, bi ght, str mer weather, 
while the sett ng sun shed his }eams over the land, the 20am 
stood out towards the blue sea, to get its first rollin the Jong 
heaving swell. They stood up in the boat and witched us 
for long, 

We bore along the coast in good weather, past Christ ar. 
sand, The next eveniig Jure 27th, we were of the Nve 
I sat up and chatted with Scott Tadsen ull late im the nyht 
Ie acted as captun on the ti p from Chi sttamia to Trondhyem 
where Sverdrup wis to join, ater hav ig accompamed hs 
family to Steenk a1 As we sat there in the chart house ind 
let the hours sl p by wy le we pushed on ii the ever ‘nereasiig 
swell, all at once a sca burst open tie door end pomed ia 
We rushed out on deck = ‘The sup rolled [ ce a fog the seas 
broke m over tie 1a Is on both sidcs, and one by 01 up ervne 
all the crew = T fered most est the s onde dwts wher 
supported the log bow .10ud 4 ve way and tie oats then 
selves should go over soul pe haps ev yng away wid Gon 
a lot of the ugeing tic twenty five enpty jariffn cases 
which were lished an deck bake locse wasted bacdkwi ds 
and fouvards, and grid al yt led wh water; so tht the 
outlook wis not altogether agrecable, Ret it was worst of al 
chen the piles of reserve timber, spars, and planks, began the 
same ance, and tneatencd to break the props under the 

* boats. ai was an anxious hour Sersuk I vpod on the 
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li dge, occupy ng myself 3. Letiaiely anakeye lbnit ow to 
Neptuie aid tenbliog for tre «afety of tie boats md the 
mei, wio wee ty 1g to nake snug what loey could fo wal 
on deck I ofien saw only a hotgh poter of sca, dit ng 
planks, aims, legs, aid cnpty baricls Now a geen 02 
pomed over us and knocked a mgr off his kgs ©o tiat the 
water deluged hm, now I sawt reads jump ay over hu tag 
spais and batcls 80 as not to get then fect ¢ ushed between 
them ‘There wis nota diy th cad on them  Jucl who lay 
asleep in the “Grand Hote,’ 15 we called onc of tic lo ys 
boats awoke to hear the sea touing under hin] cea cata vt 
I met him at the cab 1 door is he came 1unnmg down It 
was no longer safe theie, he thought; best to save ones 11g8 
—he had a bundle unde his arm Taen ha sect off fownd 
to secure lus sea chest, which was floit 1g about on the fore- 
deck, and dragged t hu tiedly aft, while one heavy sea after 
another swept over him, Qniee the 4am buued her hows 
and shipped a sca over tle forecastle §=There wis one fellow 
cling 1g to the anchor dwits ove the fiothing water It was 
poor Juell again We were raid put lo it to secmie att gouds 
and chattels We had to throw all ow good parifl 1 cases 
overboard and one prime timber baulk vfier another wont the 
sume wry, whle I stood aid watched them sadly as they 
floated off ‘Lhe rest of the decl. cugo was sh fted afl 01 to 
the hilfdech, I an afiad the shues m the expedition 
stood rather low at this moment, ‘Then all at once, when 
eungs Wele abuct at ther worse wih os, wees jtued aos 
Ino ning out of the fog ahead. ‘lacie it hy wi 1 ioyila vad 
all sals set, 19 snugly and yeucfilly as it neth ag wa lie 
matta, rocking gently dn the sea It natde ore feel ¢ nost 
savage to louk at tl. Visionteof the Lly pg Dutch nar and 
other devilty flushed th ough my m nd 

Ter ible disaster in the cooe’s galley! Mogstad govs ui 
and secs tie woole wall spunkled over with datcied* an, ~ 
rushes off to Nordahl, and says he bauves Ju his shot 
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himself thiotgh despan at the msuffernble eat he com tii 
so aboul, “Great revolver disaster o1 joard the #vam/ 
. ee «6% © On close inspection, heweve, tie stand 
appeared to proceed f pm a box of chocolate that had 1 pect 
in the cupboaid F 

Owing to the fog we gdared not go too near tind, so kept 
out to sea, tal at Jast, tovards moining, the fog | fied some- 
what, and the pilot found his bears gs between Tarsund aid 
Hummerdus We put into T ister Fyord, ritend = g to anchor 
there and get into better sea trim; but as the weatier mproved 
we went on our way. It was not till the aftctnoon that we 
stecied into Ckeisund, owing to thek weather and a stft 
breeze and anchored m Hovland’s Lay, where our plot, 
Tlovland,* lived Next morning the boat davits, ete, weie 
put in good working order. The 2am, however, was too 
heavily laden to be at all easy in a scanay, but this we 
could not alter, What we had we must keep, anJ if we only 
got everything on deck shipshape aid properly lashed, the 9¢1 
could not do us much harm however rotgh it m ght be, for 
we knew well cnough that ship and uggiig would hold out 

It was late in the evening of the last day of Jine when wa 
iounded Kyaryen, and stood m for Bergen in the gloom of 
the sullen night | Next moining when I came on deck, Vagen 
lay cleat and bight in the sun, all the sh ps o¢ ng gaily decked 
out with bunimg fiom topmast to deck, The sin wis hold 1g 
high fest val m the sky Ulttken, Dloin and Lovstakkea 
sparkled and glitlered, and greeted mers of old It wa 
marvellous place, that old Tanseat c towi! 

Tn the evening I was to give a lecture, bot arrived half an 
how too late Jor just as T wag, diesstag to go, emul er of 
bills poured ia, aid if I wasefo lee tie town as a solve it 





* Both Hovlaid who piloted ts from Chuist 11a to Bergen md Jory 
URgeneen who too< us Hon Bergen to Vido wari oth wly 4 faced at 
the disposal of the expeshlion by the Non enfjclcs<e Steamsh p Compr ny 

+ of Trondem, 
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man I must ieeds pay them and so the ‘Dablie perforce hid 
to wat Prt the worst of it was thit tie salooy was [ett of 
those evellist 1g y tiqust’ve touts, TF could hear a whe le 
co ipany of tiem beses ag my cib con wh er wis 
dress yg decla ng ‘they must 511 Trade wth the doctor * 
One of them acti aly pecpe | 1 through tie ventlator at me; 
my secietary tod me aftuinaids A nice 5 gr she must ive 
scen, the lovely cieatue = Report siys she d ew her icad 
back very quickly, Indeed, at every plaice where we pit 4 
we were looked on somewhat is wd uni nals name riger ¢ 
Tor they peeped unceiemoniously at us in ou be t16 as if we 
had been bears and ] ons in a dea, and we could hear (ium 
loudly disputing among themselves as to who was who, and 
whelier tiose nea est and dearest to us wiose porlia ts ane 
on the walls could be called pretty or not) Wler I had 
fnished my tolette I opened tie door caut ously, made a 
rush through the gap ng co npany. Tree he 5, tee le 
is ” | they called to each, other as they tunoled up ties eps 
after me It was no use, I wis on the quay aid im tie 
carriage long before they had reac ied the dec 

At 8 o’clock there was a great ba iquet, many fne speeches, 
good fare and excellent w ne, pretty ladies muse, and care ye 
till far into the 1 ght. 

Next morning at rr oclock—it was Stndiy 11 bi ght 
sunshiiy weather, we stood roithwads ova .Beren J joc, 
many fitends accompanying us Tt wis 1 lovely, never to be 
forgotten sum ner diy 12 Hetlo Tod beta. yt} 
shenics, they parted from us am d way gs of hats and 9c ect 
handse ch cf; we coud sce ie litle ha som bot te vc ys 
whleow ta ts blick clid of snoke or the spus ars weet 
the water, Outsde the seLaplled n tie hey sun ght, vd 
wilh n lay the flit Maqgaland ful of meno cs fo re of 
zoological investigations n fur weather aid fotl, yore and 
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years ago Here it was that one of Notway’s most famaug 

natuahsts, a lonely prstor far removed flow the outer would, 

made his gicat discovercs lee I uysclf fi st groped my | 
way along the nanow path of zoolog cal escitch, 

It was a wondious cvesmg = ‘The 1 ageing ft sh of vinished 
day suffused the northean cy, wi c the 1icon bung Luge and 
round over the mounta is behing us, Ahctd ly Ader and 
Kinn, } ke a fanyland ismg up from the sea Ted as I was 
I could not seek my berth, 1 must drink in all this loveliness 
in deep iefreshing draughts It was 1 ke balm to the soul after 
all the turmoil aid friction with c.owds of strangers 

So we went on our way, mostly in fair weather, occasionally 
in fog and rain through sounds and between islands, noith- 
wards along the coast of Nowway A glonois land I wonder 
if another sfnway hike this 1s to be found the whole world 
over? Those never to be forgotten moin 1g6, when nature 
wakens to life wieaths of must giltguing like silver over the 
mountains, ther tops soaung above the mst hke slands out 
of the seal Then the day gleaming over the dazcling white 
snow peaks! And the even ngs, and the sunsets wth the pile 
moon oveihead, white mountains and islands lay hushed and 
dieamlike as a youthful longing Here and there past homely 
little havens with houses around them set in smling gicen 
trees—Ah those snug homes in the lee of the skeries awake 
a longing for life and waimth in the breast = You may shiug 
your si0ulders as much as you like at tie beauties of nature, 
but otis a Fae th ag fo. a peope to bave a fur band, be tt 
neyer so poor, Never did this seen cer er to ne than ow 
when I was Icaving it 

Every now aad then a hunah,4n Inid—~at one ume ‘ho n 
a tioop of childhen, at another fiom grown-up people, but 
mostly flom wondering peasants who gaze long at the strange- 
looking ship and muse over its cnigruatic destination, And 
men and women on board sloops and ten oaied boats stand 
up in their red shirts that glow in the sual ght, and rest on 
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their oars to look at ue S.camo0..! c.owded wth people 
cane out fiom the towns we pasred to g cet ws and bd us 
God speed on our way with music, songs, and cannon silutes. 
“The great toutst steamboats dipped flags to us and fired 
salutes‘and the smaller craft did the same. It 15 e nbairsstiig 
and oppressive to be the object cf homage Ihe ths befo ¢ 
anything has been accomplisied =‘Theie 1s an old saynig — 


At eve the diy sh- I be prused, 

Tie wife wien sho as bu it, 

The sword wie. ted 

Tie woman wher mu cd, 

‘The ice whe 1 passee over, 

Ale when dun <.” 
Most touch ng was the inte est anc sy npithy with wh ch these 
poor fisher folk aid peasints gice ed us It ofter seu me 
wondeiing. I felt they followed us w th fervent eaye icss 1 
remember one day—it was notth in Tlelgeland an old womat 
was standing waving and wavng to us on a baie cag = Her 
cottage lay some distance land. “ I wonder if 14 can really 
be us she 1s waving to,’ I said to the pi ot, who was staiding 
beside me “ You may be sure it 14,’ was the answer Ht 
how can she know who we are?” =‘ Oh they know all avort 
the ram up hee, in every cab 1, and they wll be on the 
look out for you as you come back, I can tel you,’ he 
arsweted Ay, ttuy, it is a respons ble tas< we ae uide - 
takiig, when the whole natioa arc with us Tke this | What if 
the thing should turn out a huge d sappo nt ne it 

In the evening I would sit and loot around lorely vty 

lay scattered here and there on pe as and islets. Titre be 
No weg an people wea out the 1 vcs im the sui gle with the 
rocts, in the stiigule witlf dhe sea, and it 16 4 16 peope 
that 1s sending us out into the g eat hav das uikiows, 
the very folk who stand there in tice Fshing boats aad loos 
wonderingly :fter the vam as she slowly and heaviy «eva 
along on he: noithwad cor se = Maw of tiem wove tice 
sou westes and shout “Hunsh. thers have barely uve 
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to gape at us in wonder nent Ii on tie po ilaeatr p 
of women waving and siouting, ovtside a few boy wun 
lad cs,in I ght summer dca es and gentlemen wl the «4 
entertain ng them witwsmall tak as (rey waive Ger pts os 
and pocket handkerch cfs Yes, € 1s they wio ueesend 15 
us oul, It is not a crcg thouglit Not ore of tu 
probably, knows what trey a2 paying their money fo 
Maybe they have head t sa goious enterprise, but why ? 
to what end? Ate we not defiauding them? Bit the v cyes 
are rveted on the shp, and pe hips there diwns beoe 
then minds a momentary yision of a new and inconcerveb e 
world, with aspuat ons atct a something of which trey know 
naught . And here o boatd ae nen who are 
leav ng wife and cluldte1 behind them ILow sad has beer 
the separation what long ng, what yeainng await them in 
the coming yeais! And it is not for pioft they do it Lor 
honour and glory they? “Ihese may be seant crough — It 
is the same thist for ach evemeit, the sume c av yy to gut 
beyond the lin’ts of the known whch inspi ed tl» people 
in the Saga times, that 1s stuing in them agam today. In 
spite of all ou toil for subsistence in spite of all our ‘peasant 
polites, sheer utditarausm as perhaps not so dominant 
among us after all 

As ume was precious I did not as onginaly imtended, 
put in at Troidhyem, but stopped at bean whee Sverdup 
jomedus Vere Professor Biogger aso came on board to 
accompany us as far as ‘Tromso 

Hae too, our doclo teceved thiee monshoi cae ts 
with the mediane supply, a gf fom Apotheca y Buu u, 
of Tiondhjcm Pe) 

And so on towards the nou! along the lovely coast of 
Nordland We stopped at one or two places to trke di ed 
fish on board as provision for he dogs Past ‘lorghatte 1, 
ithe Seven Sstes, end Llestemanden, pst Lovunen a al 
“Treenen, | far out yondar in the sca, past Lofotencand al tie 

‘Fa 
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othe: lovely places crch bold g gantic form w Ider and mot 
beautiful than the last. It is umgue a fatyland a Jan 
of dieams We felt aftaid to go on too fast—for {ear o 
“missing someth 1g 5 

On Jely rath we arrived at ‘Tromso, whee we were to bike 
yy coal aod other th ngs, suc) as remdeci cloaks, ‘ homager 
(a soit of Lapp nocissin), inn shoes, “scune — giass, dt cc 
yeindeer flesh, ete, ete, al of which had been p octied by 
fiat indefat gable fiend of the expedition, Advocate Mac < 
Yiomso give us a cold reception a noith-wvesterly galc, wil 
diving snow and slect. Mountains, plans, and house 1oof 
were all covered with snow down to the waters edge. It was 
the very bitterest July day I ever exspenenced. The peopl 
were sad they could not 1emembe: such a July. Perhaps 
they were afta d the pace would come mio disrepute, for 
a town where they hold snow shoe races on Midsu nn er Day 
one may be prepared for anytl mg in the wy of weather, 

In Tiomso the next day a new member of the expedition 
was engaged, Dernt Bentzen—a stout fellow to look at. He 
ot gnally intended accompanying us ony as far as Yugor 
Strait, but as a matter of fact he went the whole voyage w ti 
us and pioved a great acquisition, being rot only a capttal 
seatnan but a cheerful and amusing comrade 

After a stay of two days we again set out, Ou the might gd 
the 16th, east of the North Cape or Magctu, we met with stg 
a nasty sea, aid sh pped so much wate o1deck, that we fy 
fiw Kyvretyord to adj. st cur -¢-go better by Fit gt eee 
and making a few other charges. We worked at tha tn 
whole of two days, and niide cverything cle for (ae voyc 
to Novaya Zena. Thad ¢t,fust thot ght of tac og on bou 
a fiesh supply of coal at Varde, but is we were al eady dec] y 
laden, and the Grama was to meet us at Yugor Suat wh 
coal, we thought it best to be contented with what we hid 
alicady got on boad as we nght expect bad weather 14 
crossing tife While Sca and Barents Sea Ab ten o’ctuck in 
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the evening we weighed anclor and reached Va do nest 
evening, where we met wh a maguficest recepton  TPoc.s 
was a band of music on the pier, the fjord teemed with 
boats, ‘flags waved on, every bind, and salutes wee firet> 
The peope had been waiting for us ever since tie previous 
eve ung, we wee told—~gome of hem, 1idced, com xg fon 
Vadso and they had seized the opportunity to get tp & 
subscription to p ov de a big ditm for the town band, the 
“North Pole” Aad here we were entertorred to a sumptuot 3 
banquet, with speeches and champngne flow wrist cums ¢ ¢ 
we bade Norway ou last farewell 

‘The last thing that had now to be done for the 2) aa was 
to have he: botto n cleaned of mussels and weeds so that he 
might be able to make the best speed possible This wok 
was Gone by divers, who were 1ea¢ily placed at ott scrvice by 
the local mspecton of the Government Iarbom Department 

But our own bodies also cla med one last civ lised feast of 
punfication, before enterirg ona hée of savagery ‘The hath. 
house of the town ts a small timber bu lding ‘The bat 1200 1 
itself 13 low, and provided with stclves where you le dow. 
and are parboiled witi hot stean, which 15 co istavlly kept up 
by water beiag thrown on the glowing hot stones of an awful 
oven, worthy of hell itself, while all the t'me young Quer 
(lasses) flog you with buch twigs, After that you aie rabhed 
down, washed and dried delightfu ly—everything being wall 
managed, clean and comfortable I wonder whether od 
father Mahomet has set up a bath | ke ths in his ptradise 
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I rer in a strange mood as [ sat up the last night wnting 
letters and telegrams, We had bidden farewell to om 
excellent pilot, Johan Hagensen, who had piloted us fiom 
Bergen, and now we were only the thirteen membeis of the 
expedition, together with my secrcta y, Chnstofersen, who 
had accompanied us so far, and was to go on with us as far 
as Yugor Shait. Everythntg wae so calm and still, save for the 
scraping of the pen that was sendsng off a farewell to frends 
at home 

All the men were asleep below 

The last telegram was written, and 1 sent my secretary 
ashore with rt It was 3 oclock in the moinmg when he 
returned, and 1 called Svetdiup up and one or two others, 
We we ghed anchor, aid stood out of the harbour in the 
silence of the morning ‘The tewn still lay wrapped in sleep 
eve yth ng looked so peaceful and lovely all around w th the 
except o1 of a hitte st of awasening tor on board one angle 
steamer 1 (i¢ habout A sleepy fisherman stuck his head 
up out of the balfdeck of ktz ten oared boat, and stared at 
us as we steamed past the bichkwater; and on the revenue 
cutter outs e there was a man fsbiig in Crit ealy morniig 
Night 
‘This last impression of Norway was jyst the nght one far 
us fo caiyraway with us. Such beneficent peace and calm, 
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such a rest for the thoughts, no hubbub aid tumoit of 
people with thar huriahs and salutes, ‘The masts in the 
harbour, the house roofs and chimneys stood out against 
the cool momiig shy, Just then the sun bp oke through. 
the must, and smiled over the shoie rugged, baje, aid 
weathenworn in the hazy morning, but sul lovely—dotted 
here and there with tny houses and boats and all Norway 
lay behind it. . + 

While the Jam was slowly and quietly working her way 
out to sca, towards ou dista it go, I stood and witched the 
land gadually fading away 02 the honzon. I worder what 
will happen to her and to us before we agair see Norway 
rising up over the sca? 

But a fog soon came on, and obscured every thing, 

And thiough fog, nothing but fog, we steamed away for 
fou days witout stopp'ug, Uaul, when T enme on deck on 
the morning of the 2sth of July, behold clear weather! The 
sun was shining 1n a cloudless sky, the bi ght blue sea was 
heaving with a gentle swell. Again it was good to be a living 
being and to dunk in the peacefulness of the sea in long 
draughts. "Towards noon we sighted Goose Land on Noyaya 
Zemlya, and stood in towards 1 Guns and cailidges wae 
got ready, and we looked forwad with joyful anticipation te 
roast goose and other game, but we had gone but a shor 
distance when the grey woolly fog from the south cast came 
up and enveloped us, Again we wele shut off from the work 
aound us It was scarcely piudent to make for land, so we 
set our course eastwards towards Yugor Stra t 5 but a hex 
wind soon compelled us to peat up under steam and avl 
which we went on domg for a, couple of days plunged 1 
a world of fog. Ugh that*endless stubborn fog of th 
‘Arete Seal When it lowers ils cuitain and shuts out th 
blue above and the blue below, and everything become 
a damp grey must, day in and day out, then all the vigor 
“and elasticity of the soul is needed to save one_from ben 
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stflcd in its clamvy embace. Tog, ald noth'ng but fog, 
wherever we turi out eyes It condenses on tre rigg ng, and 
dips down on every un cet spor or deck Tt lodges on your 
clothes, aid finally wets you through god thiough. If settles 
down on the m id and sp tits, and everyth’ng becomes one 
uniform geey, 

On the evening of July 27th, whife stilt fogbound, we quite 
une\pectedly met with ce, a tere stip, indecd, which we 
eas ly passed thiough, bit 11 boded ul In the might we mct 
with more—a broader stup this time, which also we passed 
through, But next mornmg I was called up wth the m- 
for natton that there was thick, old ice ahead Well, if ice 
difficulties were to begin so soon, it would be a bad look ot 
indeed Such me the chill surprises that the Arctic Sea has 
more than enough of. I de.sed and was up in the crow’s 
nest ina twinkling The ice Jay extended everywe e, as far 
as the eye could reach through the fog, which had lifted a 
hitle There was no sma quantity of ice, but it was tolerably 
open and there was nothing for it but to be true to om watch 
word and “gi fram” push onwards. Tor a good while we 
picked our way, But now it began to he closer with laige 
floes evety here and there and at the same t me the fog g ew 
denser, and we could not see out way at all To go ahead in 
difficult tce and in a fog 1s not very prudent, for it 1s impos 
stble to tell just where you are going, and jou are apt to be 
set fast befoie you know where you ae So we had to stop 
\and wait But st | the fog giew ever denser, while the ice did 

“e same Our hopes meanwhile sose and fell, but mostly the 
la\ver T think, ‘To excot nter so mich ice already in these 
wate, 5 where at ths time of yeu the sea is, as a tule, qtite 

Mee on it, boded ayting’ Bet good. Aheady al Trom.o 
re ee we had heard bad nevs, the White Sea, they said, 

“e nly been cleay of ice a ve1y short t me, and a boat that 
d tried to reach Yugor Stra t had had to turn back Decause 
— of the ice . Nether were our ait cipatidhs of the Kain Sea 
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altogether cheerful.” What m'ght we not expect the e? To 
tie Usama with om coa, too, 1s tce was a ad business, 
for tt woud be unable to mace ts way th ough worless it had 
tound navigable water futher sauty aloag tic Russ ai coast 

Just as ou prosper i wee at ther datest, ard we wee 
p eparing to seek a way hack out of Lie ice which kept’ gett wy 
ever denser, the joyful tidings came that the fog was littiay, 
aid that c ear water was vist ale ahead to Lie cast 01 Lie other 
side of theice After forcing oti way uaheul fo sone het > 
between the heavy flocs, we were once more ny Oper water 
‘Lh fist bout with the ice, howeve, showed us pla ry what 
an exccllent ice boat the am was It was aroyal pleast e 
to work her ahead thiough difficult ice She twisted and 
tuned “hke a ball on a platter.” No channel between the 
floes so winding aid awkwatd but she could get t uough it 
But it 1s hard wok for the helmsma1. “Haid a starboa d 
Hard apoit Steady! Haid astuboad agan ” gocs o1 
incessantly without so much as a pieathiig spare, And he 
ratlles the wheel sound, the sweat pours off him, aid round 
it goes again lke a spnnngwoiecl And the 51) sw ngs 
round, and wiggles her way fotwaid among tic floes w thout 
touching, if there is only just an open ng wide erough fos fet 
to slip through , aid where tiere 15 nore she ditves fi 1 tilt at 
the ce, with her heavy pluige, ans het sloping bows up 01 
it, treads 1t under her and buists the floe astade = Aad how 
strong she 15 too! Lven when sie gocs fu speed ala floe 
not acieak not a sound ts to ve icud 11 le ; * she gvena 
Ltt e shake st 19 all she docs 

On Satuiday, July 29th, we again ieaded erstwards towards 
Yugor Strait as fast as sails aid stean cotld take us, We 
had open sea ahead, the weath” “was fne and the wind fan 
Next moinng we came wider the south side of Dolgoi or, 
Langoia, as the Norwegian whalers call it, where we had to 
stand to the noithwatd On reaching the noith of the 
island we again boré eastwards Ilee I descried fiom the 
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clow’s nert, as fir as IT could make out, several islands which 
ae 20t g.ver oa -he chaits. “cbey lay a lttle to the east of 
Langoia 

» It was now pretty clear that the Ti guia had not mide het 
way through the ice =Whie we were sitting in the saloon in 
the forcnoon talki1g about st, 1 cry yas heard fiom dee< that 
the sloop was im s’ght It was joy id news, but the yoy ws of 
no long duration The next moment we heard she had a 
ciows nest 01 her mast, so she was c oubtless a sealer, When 
she sighted us, she bove off to the south, probably fear ng that 
we were a Russian wai smp or something equally bad So as 
we had no particular mterest in hei, we let her go on her way 
in peace, 

Later in the day we neaicd Yigor Strait We kept a sharp 
luok vut for laud ahead but: vie could be seen, Tuer after 
hou passed as we glided onwards at good speed, but still no 
land = Certainly it would not be high land, but nevertheless 
ths was strange Yes there it lics hike a low shadow over 
tie horizon on the pot bow. It island it 1s Va gats Island. 
Soon we sight mote of tt abaft the beam, then too the main- 
land on the south side of the strait Mote and mote of it 
comes in sight it increases rapidly All low and level land, 
no heights, no variety, no apparent opening for the strait 
ahead. Thence it stretches away to the noith and south m 
a soft low curve This is the thieshold of Asias bound ess 
plains, so different from all we have been used to 

We now glided into the strait with its low rocky shores 01 
either side. The stiata of tre rocks lie endways, and ae 
crumpled and bioken, but on the surface everything 15 level 
and smooth, No one who fyivels over the flat green plains 
and tundras would have ally idea of the mystetes and * 
upheavals that lie Indden beneath the sward Hee once 
upon a time were mounta ns and valleys, now all worn away 
and washed out @ 

We looked out for Khabarova On the noith side of the 
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sound there was a mak, a shipwre ked shop lay on the 
shore, 1 was a Nuowwegan vac he wicck of a smaller 
vessel lay by its side. O1 the south sice was a flag staf, 
and on it a ied flag, Khibatova must ther le ochind 1. 
At last one o1 two build ags on shaiues appea cd bebind «+ 
promontory, and soon tha, whole plice Iry exposed to view 
consisting of tenls and a few houses O1 a F ttle juttirg ort 
point close by us was a luge ted bt dn y, witi wite doo 
fames, of a very honchse appewane tt wes indeed a 
Norweg an warehouse which Sib akoff had 1 npo ted from 
Iynmatken, But here the walter was shallow, and we rad > 
proceed carefully for fear of runnng agiound We kept 
heaviig the Iead ticessantly we 1d 5 fathoms cf wate , and 
then 4, then not much more than we needed, and then tt 
shelved to a little over 3 fatioms 115 was rather too close 
work, so we stood out again a yt to wart’ till we got a htte 

nearer the place before diay ng in to the shoe 
A boat was now scen s owly appotiching fom thelowd. A 
man of middle height, wits an oven kine y face and redd sh 
bead, came on bomd [fe nugit have been a Norwegian 
fiom his appearance, I went to meet him, aid acked him 11 
German if he was Tionthan. Yes he ww After 1m there 
came a number of strange fgures clid 11 heavy robes of 
reindeer skin, which neatly touchcd the deck, O1 their herds 
they wore peculiar § bishtk” tke caps of reincalf skin 
beneath wh ch stiongly ma ked beaded faeces showed forth, 
such as m ght well have belonged to od Nowegian Vilangn 
‘The whole scene, ndecd culled up a my mmd a petra o 
the Vik ng Age, of cxped tons to Gi danse and Byameland 
They were fine stalwail looc ng fallons, trese Russ an traders 
who baie: with the nates gv ng them brandy n exchange 
for bearsk ns, sealskins, and otrci yaluab es, ard wo, wher 
once they have a hold ona man keep am n such a state of 
dependdnee that he gan scarcely call his soul his own 1g 
‘Ist ene alte Geschighte,,doch wn d sic immer neu ” .Soon, too, 


76 Chapter. IV 


e 

the Samoyedes came flockng on hoard, pleasant featuiec 
people of tic broad Asiatic type. Of course it was only th 
mien who cane : 

The fust question I asked Tion{heim was about the ice 
He replied that Yugor Suait had been open a long while, anc 
that he had been expecting our aprval every day since ther 
wth ever increasing anxiety. The nat ves and the Russ an 
had begun to jeer at him ag time went on, and no /vam wa 
to be seen, but now he had his revenge and was all st nsh ne 
Me thought the state of the ice m the Kara Sea would li 
favouable ; some Samoyedes had said so who had bees sea 
hunting near the eastein entrance of the Suait a day or twc 
prev ously, Ths was not yery much to build upon, certainly 
but still sufficient to make us regret that we had not got there 
before Then we spoke of he Uvrama, of which _no one, o 
couse, had seen anything No ship had put in thet 
some time, except the sealing sloop we had passed in the 
moining, . 

Next we enquired about the dogs and leained that every 
thing was all right with them To make stie, Trontheim hac 
purchased forty dogs, though I had only asked for thuty 
Tive of these, from various mishaps, had died during thet 
journey one had been bitten to death, two had got hung fas 
and had been strangled while passing through a forest, etc , etc 
One, moreover, had been taken ill a few days before, and was 
still on the sick hst, but the remaining thuty fom were it 
good condition; we could iear them howling and baking 
Dining this conversation we had come as near to Khabaroy. 
as we dared yenture, and at seven in the evening cast anchor 
in about 3 fathoms of water ~ 

Ovei the supper table Tionthemm told us his adventtuies 
On the way fiom Sopva an Ural to the Pechora he hearc 
that there was a dog epidemic in that locality, consequently 
he did not think it advisable to go to the Pechora ag he had 
intended, but laid his couse instead direct fiom Ural tc 
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Yugor Strait, Towards the e1d of the jou iey the snow had 
disappeared, and, 1m curiptny wWitn a icindeci cavtvan, ac 
drove on w th hs dogs over tie bie plan, stocks and stores 
and all, using the sledgesgnone the ess, ‘lie Samoyerdes and 
natives of Northen Sibe a have no veucles but sledges 
‘Tye summer sledge 1s somewhat hghet than tie wne 
slec ge, in order tiat wt may not hig fast upor stanes vid 
stumps, Ags may be supposed, however, sum ne sleds a 4 
any ting but smoola work 

After supper we went ashore, and were 9002 on tie fu 
beach of Khabatova, the Russians aid Samoyedes egud yg 
us with the utmost curiosity, The frst ot Jects to attract our 
attention weie the two chinches an old venerable looki iy 
wooden shed of an oblong rectangulai foim, and an octagonal 
pavilion, not unk'ce many summer houses o1 garden pavilions 
that Ihave sce. at home How fat tie divergence between 
tre two foims of religion was ind caled 11 the two 1 1ithematical 
figuies [am unable to say, It m gh? be that tic s npl ct y of 
the old faity was expiessed 11 the s mple, fou sic ed bu Id ny, 
while the 1ites and ccremomes of the other wei typified 11 
the octagonal form, with its double nunoer of co sets to 
stumble against Then we must go 11d see the nomastel y-—~ 
Skt,’ as it was called where the six monks had hyved, ot 
1ather died, from what people sad was scurvy, probably 
helped out by alcohol It lay over against the ew church, 
and tesenbled an oidinary ow Resstt1 tmoer house, Lhe 
pnest aid his assistants were lryiig Liaie now, ard aad asced 
Tionthe m to tase up us qrarteis wld th n't onticnd 
thercfore, invited us in and we soon found omnselyes mn 4 
coupe of comfortable log built 2eoms w th open fire places 
Ike our Nowwegian “pers.” 

After this we proceeded to the dog camp, which was att ated 
012 plan at some distance fiom the houses and tents As we 
approachéd it the howling and barking kept getting worse and 
worse, When a short digtance off, we were surpriscd to see a 
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Norwegian flag onthe topofa poe. ‘Tio ithem’s face bea ned 
with yoy as out eyes fell on it, It was, he said, under the same 
flag as om expeciaion that Ins had been underttken  ‘Lhere 
stood the dogs tied up, making a dgafening clamour, Maiy 
of them appeaied to be well bred animals—long haned snow- 
wh te, with up standing eus and painted muzzles. Wath their 
gentle, good natured looking faces they at once ingiatiated 
themselves in om affecticns Some of them more resembled 
a fox and had shorter coats while others wae black or 
spotted Lyidently they were of diffcient 1aces, and some of 
them betrayed by their divop ng ears a strong admiatine of 
European blood, After baviag duly admued the ravenous 
way in which they swallowed saw fish (gw mad), not without 
a good deal of sailing aid wiangling, we took a walk inland 
to a lake close by, in search of yame, but we ovy foind an 
Arctic gull wth ts brood A channel had been dug from 
this lake to convey di nking wate: to Khabatoya — Accoid ng 
to what Trontheim told rs, this was the work of the moiks— 
about the only woik, proLably they had ever taken in hand, 
The soil here was a soft clay, and the channel was narrow and 
shallow, like a 1oadside ditch or gutter, the work could not 
have been very arduous On the hill above the lake stood 
the flag staff which we had noticed on our at tval, It had 
been etected by tic excel ent Troitheim to bid us welcome, 
and on the flag tself, as I afle wards discovered by chance, 
was the word ‘Voiwaits” Trontheim had been told that 
was the name of our chip, $0 he was not a | ttle disappointed 
when he came on board to fid t was Zvam instead = I 
consoled hm, howesen, by telling hm they both meant the 
sameethiog, and that hs welcome was just as well meat, 
whether written 11 German te Noiwegiin  ‘Trontocin told 
me afterwards that he was by descent a Norwegian, his father 
havi 1g been a sh p’s captain fiom Fioidbjem, and his mother, 
an Esthoman, settkd at R ga. His father had been much at 
sca, and had died early, sc the son had ‘not learnt Norwegian 
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Natutaly om {ot and foremost object was to lea a all we 
cord aomt the ice m the Arctc Sea We had dete mied to 
push on,as soo1as posstbe, but we must have the douler put 
in cider ist, while sul y p pes and vilycs in the engiie 
wanted sceng to As it would tike several days to do thr, 
Sverdiup, Peter Wentuksen. ard J sct out next momiung in out 
httle petioleum lanich to the castetn open g of the Yugor 
Stiait, to sce with ow ow reyes whit might »¢ the condition 
of the ice to tire eastwid It was 28 m co thither, A 
quant ty of ice was d ting trot gh the st ut fion the east, 
aid, as there was a noitherly breeze, we at once tuned ow 
course northwards to get under the Ice of the north shore 
where the water was more open. I bad the athe thankless 
task of actiig as helmsman and engince: at ore and the same 
tine Tee boat veat or Lke a lee beo and made abort 
six knots Tiverything looked bright ut alae ! good fortune 
seldo n lasts lo 1g, espec a ly when one has to do wit1 peboleum 
launches, A defect n the ct culation pump soon stopped the 
engine, and we could only go for shoit d stanecs atatme, tll 
we reached the north shote where, after two hevrs’ had work, 
I got the engines so fat 11 oider as to be able to continue 
our journey to the north-evt through the sound hetween 
the dufang floes We got on pretty well, except for an 
Intenuption every now aid then wien tie eng ne took it 
into its head to come to a sandstll, It caused a good aval 
of merimeit wher the stalwart Pele turied tie crank to set 
her off again, aid the eng re gave a stat, 80 a5 neaily to pull 
his arms out Of Jo wu, aNG upsee sci dee over resin vie 
boat. Every now and then a flock of log tated duck 

_(Havelda glaciahs) or olrer birds came wh ¢z ng by us, one 
or two of them inyanably flint? to our gus 

We had kept along the Vaigats shore, but now crossed over 
‘towards the south side of the suait When abcut tie middle 
of the cHannel I was gtaitled by all at once seelag the bottom 
grow T ght under us and had neaily 1un the | oat on a shoal 


. 
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of whch no one knew anythiig, There was scarcely mort 
than 2 o1 3 fect of water, and the current ran over itl ke a 
iapid uver. Shoals and sunken 10cks abound there on eve y 
hand, especially on the south side of the stra t, and it requ ied 
great cae to navigate a vessel through it Neat the eastern 
mouth of the strait we put into a little creek, dragged the boat 
up on the beach, and then taking our guns made for so ne 
high lying land we had noticed We tramped along over the 
same undulating plain land with low ridges as we had seen 
evelywhere round the Yugor Strait, A brownish green carpet 
of moss and grass spicad ove: the plain bestrewn with flowers 
of rare beauty Dunng the long cold Sibeuan © nter the 
snow lies mm a thick mass over the tundia ; but no sooner does 
the sun get the better of it tian hosts of tiny northern flowers 
burst their way up though the last disappearing coating of 
snow, and open their modest calices blushing in the iadiant 
summer day that bathes the plain in its splendour Saxifrages 
with Jarge blooms, pale *yelloy mountam poppies (papaver 
nudicaule) stand in br ght clusters, and hee and there with 
bluish forget me nots and white cloud beiry flowers , in some 
boggy hollows the cotton grass spreads its wavy down carpet, 
while in other spots small forests of blue bells softly tingle n 
the wind on their upr ght stalks These floweis are not at 
all brilliant specimens, be 1g in most cases not more than 
a couple of inches high, but they aie all the more evxql isite 
on that account, and m sich suoundings tie. beauty 1s 
singularly attractive Wn) e the eye vainly seeks foi a resting 
place over the bound ess plan these modest blooms sm le at 
you, and take the fancy captive. 

And over these mightyetundia plans of Asia, stretchiig 
infinitely onwards from one skf line to the otha, the nomid 
wandeis with his 1emdeer heids, a glorious, free life! Wheie 
he wills he pitches his tent his reindeer around him, and at 
his will again he goes on his way. I almost envied him, He 
has no geal to struggle towards, no anxietics to endure—he 
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has merely to lve ” T well nigh wished that I could live his 
peacefiu Ife, with wofe and ch.'d, on t ee bowrd ess, oped 
pla ns, unfettered, happy. 

After we had proceeded a short dista we we became awae 
of a white object sitting on a stone heep beneath a hittlg ridge, 
and soon noticed more in other dicctiois ‘They looked 
quite ghostly as they sit tiere sileit and motionless, Wa 
the help of my field glass T dscoyuied thit they were snow- 
owls. We set out aftet them, but they took ca ¢ to keep ort 
of the 1ange of a fowling prece  Sveidiup, however, shot one 
or two wit) Ins ufle ‘Thee was a gicat number of them, 
I could count as many as c ght or ten at once ‘They sat 
motionless on tussocks of grass o1 stones watchiig no dot bt, 
for lemmings, of which, judging fiom ther tracks, thue must 
have been quarities We, however, did ror see any, 

Trom the tops of the ridges we could see over the Kata Ser 
to the notth east ~Lveiywhere ice could be dese ied th ough 
the telescope, far on the hot zow—ice, too, that seemed 
tolerably close and massive. But betwee a and tie coast 
there was open water, stretching like a wide ch. nicl, as far as 
the eye could reach, to the southeast I's was al we could 
make out, but it was in icalily all we waited. ‘Phere seemed 
to be no doubt that we could make ow way forward, aid, 
well satisfied, we 1etuined to om boat. Hee we lghted a fe 
of drifinood, and made some gloriots coffee 

As the coffee kettle wis 5 iging over a splendid t ¢, and we 
shetched ourselves at ful length on the slope by its side aad 
smoked a quiet pipe, Sverdiup made hunself tioiot ghly 
comfortable aid told us oe story after arother, Tlowever 
gloomy a country might look, hoycver deso ale if only the e 

‘were plenty of difiwood on «he each, so thal one cotld 
make a right good fire, the b gget the better, then his eyes 
would glisten with del ght that Jand was ns LI Dorado. So 
from that time foith he conceived a high opinion of the 
Siberian coast—a night good place for wintenng, he called it, 

rel 
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On om way back we ran at ful specd 61 to a sunken rock 
After a bump oi two, the boat shd over it, but just as she 
was slipping off on the olhei side, the propeller stiuck on the 
_ tock so that the stetn gave a bound into the air while the 
engine whizzed round at a tar ng vafc, Tt all happened in a 
second, before I had t mc to stop her Unluckily one sciew 
slade was broken o f, but we drove ahead with the other as 
best we could, Our ptogtess was certamly rather uneven, but 
for all that we managed to get on somehow 

Towaids momnimé we diew near the /vam, pass ng two 
Samoyedes whé had drawn thei boat up on an ice floc and 
were looking”out for seals 1 wonder what they thought when 
they saw Oar t ny boat shoot by them without steam, sails or 
oas, Wo at all events, looked down on these “ poor savages” 
with fe selfsat.sficd eo nprssio of Earopeans, as, com 


foitybly seated, we dashed past them. 
ut pide comes before a fall We had not gone far when 


#—whin, whi, whiir a feaful racket bits of broken steel 
springs whizzed past my ears, aid the whole machine came 
to a dead stop. It was not to be moved eithei foiwaids ot 
backwards The vibiat on of the onc bladed propellcr had 
brought the lead line little by little within the range of the 
flywheel, and all at once the whole line was drawn into the 
machinery, and got so dreadfully entangled in it that we had 
to take the whole thing to pieces to get 1t clear once moig 
So we had to endure the humilation of rown g back to our 
proud ship, for whose fles pots we had long been an hungered, 

The nett result of the day vas to.crabiy good news al vue 
the Kara Sea; forty buds, principally geese and long tuled 
ducks,, one seal, and a disabled boat. Amundsen and I, 
however, soon put this m Comp ete repair again but im so 
doing I fear I forfeited fer ever and a day the esteem of the 
Russians and Samoyedes im these parts. Some of them had 
bee. on board m the morning and seen me hard at-work in 
the boat in my shurt sleeves, face and due aims duty with 
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oil aid other messes, They woot on siore afterwards to 
Troithe n, aid sud that I could not poreibly be a gieit 
peison, slaving away hke any other workman on hoard, and 
looking: wotse than a common tough, ‘lionthe n, wnfortu- 
nately knew of nothm§ that could be said in my qxcuse , 
there 15 no fig itiag against facts 

In the eveniig some of us went 01 shoie to by the dogs 
Trontherm picked out ten of then, a1 harnessed them to a 
Samoyede s edge. No soorei were we eady aid I had tike 
my seat, than the team caught sight of a wrctcied et ange 
dog that had come neu, and off dashed dogs, sledge, and 
my valuable person after the poor creattie. ‘There was 4 
tremendots tp oat, all the ten tumbled over cach other 1 ke 
wild wo ves, bring and tear ng wherever they could cate. 
hold+ blood 1an im streams, and the culut howled pitiahly, 
while Tiontheim tore 19und lise a madman, stitcing ught aid 
left with his long switch Samoyedes aid Russians came 
scieam ng from all des. I st passively on the sledge 11 
the middle of it all dumb with fright and it ws ever so 
long before it occured to me thit there was perhaps some 
thing for me too to do, With a horsble yell I fluag myself 
on some of the worst fighters, got hold of then by the neck, 
and managed to give the culprit t me to get away, 

Oui team had got bad y mixed up dung the battle and at 
took some time (o disentangle them, At last cveryth ng was 
oice more ready for the stat ‘Tronthe n cracked his whip 
and cal ed, “Priir, prrit,’? and off we went ata wild gallop 
ave grass, chiy, and stores, mnt sooned ag af tray wor 
going to cauy us night across the lagoo. ct the mouth of the 
nver. I kicked and pulcd in wilt al my m ght, bak was 
dragged along and it was all thafT onthe n and Ewith om 
umted sliength could do to stop the » just as they wee going 
mto the water, altiough we shouted “ Sass, sacs,’ so that at 
echoed qver the whole of Khabarova But at last we got our 
team tuned in anothts duection, and off we set again mernly 

os Ge 
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at such a pace that I had enough to do to hold 01. It was 
an extraoidmaty simmer 1 de, and it gave us a hgh opinion 
of the Cups’ sucng.’, seerrg 0'y casny tuey dew tyo men 
over this, to put it mildly, bad sledging g ouid. We went 
on board agai. well .atsfied, also the uchu, by a iew 
expeuicnce ; having Icant that dog driving at any rate 16 
begn with, requures much pat ence 

$:oet1an dog harness 1s 1emaikably pumitive A thick rope 
o1 a stiap of sailcloth passes round the animals back aid 
belly This 1s held in its place above by a pece of cord 
attached to the collaa Thes igle trace 1s fastencd under tre 
belly, goes back »etween the legs and must often plague the 
ammal I was unpleasvitly surprised wher I noticed that, 
wth four exceptions, all the dogs were castrated, and this 
sunpiise I did not conceal But Troithenn o1 his side was 
at least equally astonished, and informed me t at in Siperia 
castiated dogs are considcred the best,* This was a dis 
appointment to me, as I,had reckoned on my canire famiy 
increasing on the way To. the piesent I should just have 
to trust to the four “whole ’ dogs aid “Kvic,’ the bitch 
Thad biought with me from home 

Next day, August rst, there was a great re igious fest val 
in Khabarova, that of St Elas Samoyedes fiom far ind 
near had come nm with their remdeer teams to celebrate the 
day by going to chuich and then getting roar ng diuik. We 
were in need of men in the moiming to help witi fil ng 
the boiler with fiesh water and the tank wth drnk og water, 
but on account of this festival 1t was difficult to get hold 
ofany atall At last, by dnt of prom si 1g sufficie it vewr d, 
Tionthemm succeeded in collecting sone poor fellows who 
had not money enough to disk themselves as drunk as the 
day 1equied of them I was on shoie in the moimng, put y 





* The oid nary male dog 1s hable to get mflammiton of the se tin 
fron the fiiction of the Lrace i 
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to arange about the provisio1 of wae, paitly to colt 
foss Is, m which the rock here abounds, espec ally one sock 
below Sib uakolf’s wa ehouse I also took a wak up the 
hill to the west, to Tientheims flagstaff, an 1 Jooked out to 
sea in trat di ection after the Granra = But ti/e e was moth og 
to be seen except an unbioken sevliic Low ted with my fnd 
I retuned to Kha yuova, where I, of cou se, took advantage 
of tie opportun ty to sce somcth ig of the festival 

Jiom early morning the women had seen dressed in tier 
finest clothes brill ant colouts, skuts with many tucks, and 
gicat coloured bows at the end of plats of hai which hug 
far down their backs Before service, an old’ Samoyede td 
a comely young gil led out a Ican 1endecr whch was to 
be offe ed to the chitch to the ald cimch, that 1s to say 
Tven up heie as alicady mentioned 1¢l gious differences 
have found then way. Neaily all the Samoyedes of tiese 
pats belong to the old faith and attend the old chutch 
But they go occasionally to the new one too, as far as I 
cou d make out, so as not to offend tre pr est and Stb uakoff 

ot pethaps to be surct of heaven? Lom what I got ort 
of Tiontheim on the subject, the chef difference between 
the two religions lies in tie way they make tie sign of the 
cioss or something of that soul Today was high festival 
in both chucics All the Samoyedes fist pid a shout 
visit Lo the new chiich and ther immediucly strcamed over 
1ito the old one. ‘Lhe old chuich was for the momeit 
without a puest, but today they hid clubbed together and 
offacd the p..cst of che new ch. ch 2 .ouhbles to hod a 
service in the old one too, After cateftl consideration 
he agreed, and in all his pr estly ponp crossed tle old 
thieshold. ‘The ait inside was so oad thut I could not 
staid it for more than two minutes, so T 10 v made my wy 
“on board aga n. - 

Dung the afternoon the howlng and scieammg began, 
and increased as.tima went on, Wedd not need to be 
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. 
told that the serious patt of the festival had now begun 
Some of the Samoyedcs tore about over the plu with ther 
reiides teams like furious animals, They could. not $l 
on then sedges, but lay on them e were dragged behiid 
them, thowling. Some of my comtades went on shore, and 
brot ght back anything but an edifying account of tic state 
of th'ngs, Lyery sngle man and woman appeired to-be 
diunk, reeling about tie place. One young Samoyede in 
patucular had made an ineffaccable impression on them, 
Ife mounted a sledge, lashed at the ieindeel, and diove 
“amuck” in among the tents, over the ticd up dogs, foxes, 
and whatever came m his way, he himself fell off the sledge, 
was caught mm the 1e ns, and diagged behind, shite cing, though 
sand and clay Good Saint EL as must be much flattered by 
such homage Towards noring the howl ng gradia ly died 
away, and the whole town slept the loathsome sleep of the 
drunkard. 

There was not a matt to be got to help with our coal- 
shifting next day Most of them slept all day after the orgie 
of the mght. We had just to do without help; but we had 
not finished by evening, and I began to be impatient to get 
away, Precious time was passing; I had long ago given up the 
Urania, We did not 1eally need more coal. The wind had 
been favourable for several days. It was a south wind, which 
was certainly blowing the ice to the northwaid in the Kaa 
Sea. Sverdiup was now positive that we should be able to 
sail in open water all the way to the New Sibenan Islands, 
so tt was his op n.on that tre.e was no hurry for the pesenat. 
But hope is a frail 1eed to lean 01, and my expectations were 
not qhite so bight, so I hugiied things on, to get away as, 
soon as possible. 

At the supper table this evening King Oscars gold medal 
of merit was solem ily presented to ‘l'ronther», im tecgognil on 
of the great care with wich he had executed his di‘heulk - 
comm sston, and the valuable ass starce thercby 1enduied to 
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the expedition, His honest face beamed at the sight of the 
beaut ful medal and the bught1 bbo. 

Next day, August ard, we were at last ready fora start, and, 
the 34 dogs weie briowfght on boa d in the afternoon, wita 
giecat noise and confusion, ‘Lhey wete all tied up on the deck 
fo ward, and began by providing nore musical entertamme it 
than we desued By evening the sour had come We got 
tp stem eveiyth ng wasicady But suca a thik fog had 
set in that we could not see the land = Now came the moment 
when our last fiend, Cuistofersen, war to leave ihe ship, 
We supphed him with the batest sufficiency of provisions and 
some Ringnes’s ale. While this was bang done, last Ines 
were added in feverish eagerness to the Ietters home. Then 
came a last hand clasp, Christofeisen and Tiontheim got into 
the boat, and had soon disappea ed 14 the fog. With then 
went our last post; ow Jast linc wih hone was brocen, We 
were alone im the mist on the sep It was not likely that 
any message fiom us would 1eac1 tre world before we ot1 
sclyes nought the news of oui success or defeat. Ilow much 
anviely were those at home to suffer between now and then? 
It is ttue we might possi sly be able to send Ictters home from 
the mouth of the Olenck, where, accord ng to the agieement 
with Baron To 1, we woe to call in fer another supply of dogs; 
but I did not consida this probable. It wis fir on in the 
Summer, and I had an insti rctive fecling tit tie s ate of the 
Ice was not so favou able as I could have w shed it to be, 


‘TRONIHEIM’s Narrativt 


Alexander: Ivanovitch Tiontheim has himself given an 

- account, in the Tobolsk offiqal’newspaper, of his long and 

difficult jomney with our dogs, ‘Lie account was wr {ten 

wby Av Kiyloff ftom Tronthemm’s story. The followiug is a 
shoit sésumée .— 

After having made the contiact wit, Baion Toll, Tronthem 

was on January 28th ‘(January 161 by Russian reckoning) 
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aready at Betezoff, where there was then a Yassak meets 1g,* 
aid consequently a gicat assembly of Ostiacs and Samoyedes 
Tronthem made tse of this oppoitunity and bought 33 (t19 
“ought probably to be 40) choice sfdge dogs ‘These he 
conveyéd to the little covntry tow1 of Muzh, where he made’ 
piepaiations for the ‘ very lang jouincy,’ piss ng the time 
in this way till Api l 16th, By this date he had picpared 
goo pud (about 9 600 Ibs) of dog provender, consisting 
chiefly of died fsh. Tor 300 roubles he engaged a Sy ane, 
ramed Terent eff with aieindeer heid of 450, to convey him, 
ho dogs, and baggage to Yugor Stiait For tuce morths 
these two with then caravan 1eridee: divers, dogs, women, 
aid chidien travel ed though the baren t acts of norther 1 
Sbena, At fist then 10ute lay though the U1al Mountains. 
‘Tt was more 1 soit of nomadic life than a jotriey ‘Trey 
dd not go stia ght on towards then destination, but wandered 
over wide tacts of county, stopping wherever it was smtable 
for the 1e ndeet, and where they found lichen Tiom the 
lttle town of Muzhi the expedition passed up the Vokaa 
River to its souces , and here began the ascent of the Ural 
Mountains by the Pass of Kyat a (Kjola). In the r crossing of 
the cha n they tried to skut along the foot of the mounta ns, 
climbing as little as possible a 
“They noticed one maiked contiast between the mountat 1s 
in the northein and those in toe southern pat of the Utal 
chain, In the south the snow melts quickly in the lower 
regions and remains lying on the tops. Here (n the no than 
Uial), on the contrary, the mountain tops are fiee fiom siow 
before, the suns rays penetrate into the valleys and met 
there In some valleys, espéc ally those closed by mounta ns 
to the south, and mote exposed to north winds, the s iow hes 
the whole summer. When tiey had got across the Unal 
Mountains they frst followed he course of the River Lemva, 





* Yassa<isataa pud n fur by the Siber ans 
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then crossed it, and now fol owed a whole system of 5 nil 
rivers, fot whic’ even the nauves haveruraucs Av oy or 
May 4th, the eaped tion rcached the Raver Ussa, on Lic banks 
of which lay the hit of the Sy1 aie Nilatsa ‘This was “ tic 
one mhabited spot 1 this enormous tract of counliy;? and 
here they stopped two weeks to icst tre ieindect aid get 
provender for tiem =“ The coun ty ly ng belween tie sources 
of the Voikata and the Ussa is wooded 1 every direct 01 
Between tre River Ussa wind the kh vei Vo ku a, ind ever 
beyond that, Tiontherm aid hs conpany t avclled though 
quite luxut ant wood. J1 the middle of May, as tie caravan 
app oached the tundia regioa, the wood got th rier and 
ti nner, aid by May 27th ¢ was nothing but scattered undet 
wood, After tus came qu te small bushes and weeds, ard 
tren at last t1e interminable tunciacame nsght Not tole 
without fuel on the tundia they felled some dead ttees and 
other wood ergit sledge loads, The day after they got ott 
o1 the tundia (May 29th) the cuasan set off at fu speed, tre 
Syranes being anwous to get quickly past a pace where a 
whole herd of reindeer had pea shed some years before, ‘The 
remdcer drivets take good note of such places, and do every 
thing poss ble to avoid tiem, as the arnals may easily 10 
infected by gnawing the bores of t1e1 dead commades. God 
help tie head that this happens to Lhe disease passes 
rapidly fion animal to an mu, and scoics may die of it 11a 
day * 

‘In this 1egion there aie many bogs, the ow hid form, 
one continuots morass =Sonet nes we had to walk tp to the 
waist in water, tis on June sti we spashed a oul tic whole 
day in water, in constant few of the dogs cate ng co ad On 
the 6th a stiong north east wind blow, an] at mght the cold 
was so severe that two 1¢ ndeer calves woe fiozen to death, 
and besides this two giown ones wee ca tied ot by wolves,’ 

‘ ae 


* This diserse is probly anthiax, or so net? 1g of the syme natiie 
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The catavan had often to closs rapid siveis, whee it was 
somet mes yery diffcalt to fnd afoid. They were fie uently ° 
obliged to construct a bi dge with the help of tent poles and 
somett ues blocks of ice, and it o€casionally took then a 
whole’ day to get acioss By degrecs ther supply of wood 
was used up, and it was difficult to get food cooked lew 
bushes weie to be found On June r7th they met 1 Systane 
jeindecr diver and trader, fiom him they bot ght two bott ¢s 
of wine (brandy) at 7o k»pecks cach =“ It was, as 13 customary, 
a very fiend y encounter, and ended with ticat 18 on loti 
sides One can see a Joig way on tie tundit, the Syr‘anes 
keen eye detects anothe heid, or smoke fiom 111aailed tents 
10 yersts off, and a nomad who has d scove ed the piesence 
of another huma1 being ro 01 12 versts off never lets ship the 
oppaitanty of vstiag am nhs camp, hav ag 7 tak, and 
being regaled with tea on, in picference, biandy. ‘The day 
after, June 18th, some Samoycdes, who had heard of the 
calavan, came on four sledges to the camp. They were 
entertained with tea. The conversation, caued on in 
Samoyede, was about the healt: of the i¢imndec, our 
journey, and the way to Yugo: Stait. When the scanty 
news of the tundra hac becn well discussed they took thet 
departure ” 

By the end of June, when they had got though all the 
samtfications of the Lttle Unal Mountains, the time was 
drawing neat whea, accord ng to his agieement, Tiontheim 
was due at Yugor Strait He was obl ged to hasten the rate 

Of traveling, which was nOt an easy Matter, Witu amure than 
€1o sledges and 450 reiideci, not counting the calyes He, 
vefore, determined to dfvide the cmayan into two parts, 
“ehe women, children, and domestic animals behiad, 
forward without any baggage, except the neccssay 
1 June 2811 “thnty sledges, tents, ete, were left 

men and childien, who were*to hive then nomad ¢ - 
they could The male Synanes took ten sledges 
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and went on with Tionthetm’ At last, on July oth, after 
moie wandeings, they saw tie sea fou a ‘hga hu, and 
next day they icached Kiabaiova, whee ‘Tronticm Tou ed 
that no steamer had ai ted jel n Yugor Strat nor jad vy 
sal been seen At this t me the woole siote of Vigor" Suat 
and all tie sea with ns git w%s cove ed w La sce, duver hie e 
by nottiely winds ‘Lhe sea was not q te open fall July 2and 
T ontieim passed the tme wh che was wat ng for the “an 
in hunting and making excursions with hs dogs, w uci wee 
m eace lent conditon He was oftevin tie S >t akoff colony, 
a meeting place for tie Samoyedes of tie d suuct, who come 
here m constderab e numbeis to dispose of tie: wues, And 
it yas a melancholy phase of hfe he su here m this | tile 
“would forsaken” colony. “Cve1y sunmer two ot tee 
merchants o1 peasant traders, generally fiom Pustoze sk, cone 
fo. the purpose of baitennng with the Samoyedcs, and so ne- 
tines the Syriates, too, for thei ware, beask’is blubbe , 
and sealskins, redeei ski1s, and such] ke giviag i1excha ge 
tea, sugat, flow, household ute rsils, ete. No traisactior tikes 
place without the dimaung of biandy, for which the Samoy cde 
has an insatiable craving When the tiade: has succeeded 1 
making a poor wretch quite psy, he flecces hum, and buys tl 
he wants at some uidiculons price—the 2¢ sult of the t 119 1¢u0n 
generally being that the Samoyede is m debt to hs “hene- 
factor’ All the tiacters that come to the colony brmy brand), 
and one gieat dunking bout gocs on all the summer, You 
can tell where much business 1s done by the number of brandy 
casks in the trader's booth = Ticie 13 no police mspection, 
and it would be difficult to organise anyt ang of the kind, As 
soon as there is snow cnough forthe sludges, the merchans 
remdect caravans start fian the colony on their homewaid 
journey, loaded with empty Imardy cas<s and with the pro- 
ceeds of this one stded bateung ’ 

« “On July gcth [thts ought to be agth] ‘Lonthein saw fiom 
the shore, first, smoke, gud soon after a steamer. ‘There could 
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be no doubt of us bang the Zam IIe went out ina ttle 
Samoyede boat to meet her, and called out in Russian that 
he wanted to be taken on boaid. Tiom tie steamer they 
called back asking who he was, and when they head Jus name 
he wa$ hauled up On deck he met Nansen himself, in a 
greasy working yackel He 1s still quite a young man, of 
middle heig it ’ Tere follows a flattermg dese ption 
of the leidei of the expedition, and the state of matte s on 
boud. “Itis evident he thei goes 01,‘ that we have here 
one family, united and inspied by one idea, for the carry ng 
out of which al labo devotedly ‘The haid and dirty work 
on board is fauly div ded no diffe erce bei1g made between 
tre common sailot and the captai, 01 cver the chief of the 
expedito1 The doctoi, too, tikes us shaie 11 the general 
wok and ths conm nty of aoour 6 4 clase aid betwee 
all on boad The 2xistence of such iclations among the 
sh p’s company made ,a very favourable impression on 
‘Lrontheim, and this most of alt (in his opm o1) justified 
the hope that in d fficult ciises the expeditior would be able 
to hold its own” 

“A I Tronthcim was on boatd the Jam every day, 
bieakfasting and dining thee Trom what he relates, the 
sh p must be admirably built, lewiog nothing whatever to be 
desned The cabins are roomy, and comfortably fitted up, 
there 1s an excellent libiaty, contaming the classics of Tuo 
pean literate , various musical instiuments, fiom a beaut ful 
grand piano* to flutes and guitais, then chess, diaughts, ete , 
a’, for the rec.evt on of tac company ” 

Hue follows a desciiption of the Zam, her general equ p- 
ments, and commussiiat. © It seems to have made a gicat 
impression on him that we had no wine (biandy) on board 





* Bs thshe probably meas ort organ Our other mu sical 4 astiuments 
weic as folows An rccordion, r¢lo ging to the shio ada lute, siohn, 
and several Jew s hups, ve o1ging to,one ofthe s ups co npray 
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“T was told,” he exclaims ‘tit ory anong the med 1¢@ 
stotes have they some 20 a1 jo bottles of the best cog uie— 
pwe, highly 1ecuied spnic Te is Nansens opinon that 
brandy dhinkang in these, notthern regtons ts injuiio0us, and 
may, if indulged 11 on sich a difficult and dangerous VO) AEC, 
haye very senous consequences, he has therefore considered 
it expedient to supply its place by fru t and y mous sorts of 
swecis, of which thete are tage sipplics on board = “Ta 
harbour the ciew spent most of the day logctha , n sorte of 
com nunity of work, each iidividual’s duties aie fived down to 
the mraiutest detail ‘They all sit dow1 to meas togetha, wit 2 
the exception of the acting cook, w ose dtty they tase by 
tunns Health and good spuits are to be 1cad on every face 5 
Nansen’s immovable fath in a successful and happy isste to 
then expedition mspires the whole cew with comage and 
confidence,” 

“On August 3rd they shifted coal o1 board the Mam, fom 
the ship’s hold down to the stoke hod (coal bunkers) All 
the members of the expedition took pa tin this wok, Nansen 
at ther head, and they woired unitedly and cheerfally, Ths 
same day Nansen and his compa nons tied the dogs on shote. 
Tight [this should be ten} were hat iessed to a sledge on wh ch 
thice peisons took thei places Nansen expressed Ing sit s- 
faction with the dogs, aid thanked ‘Lronthem for the good 
selection he had made, and for the evcellent condituod the 
ani nals were in, When tic dogs we e taken over and b oug it 
on board,* Tionthe m appl ed to Nansen for a ceitificate of 
the exact and seimpu ous way in which he had fililled bs 
contiact, Nansen’s answer was. ‘No, a ectltificate 1s not 
enough, Yout duty has been done with absolute conseie 1 
tiousness, and you have thereby rendcicd a great saryice to the 
expedition I am commissioned to present you with a gold 








we 
* It willebe observed (at there 14 some ship of netrory Pere—it wast ¢ 
exenig befor 
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medal fiom ow king 1 1ecog utior of the g cat help you have 
given us.’ With the e words Ninsen haided to Tonthe ma 
very Inge gold medac wih a clown oa it, Qu the uivewe 18 
the followiig insc iplion+ ‘Oscar Il, Kiig of Norway and 
Swedgo, For the Welfue of the Brother Nations’ And on 
the ie¢verse. ‘Reward fot viuable seivice, A. I. Tionthemt’ 
Along with this Nansei also gave ‘Tronthe m a wr tien testi 
mo ual as to the adnnable manier in which he had cauied 
out his comnussion, mentionmg that for this he had been 
rewarded with a medal” 

“Nansen determ ned to we gh anchor dung the n’ght of 
this same day * and set sa lon his long voyage without waning 
for the coal sloop Urrma whch he thought must have been 
dulayed by the ice = In the evemng Tiontherm took leave of 
the whole panty, wit heatty wishes for the success of the 
expedton. Along wth him Eat Ole Ch istofersen, cones 
pondent of one of tie chief London newspapeis,t eft the 
slip. Ie had accompamed Nansen from Va do, At paitins 
Nansen gave them a plentiful st pply of provistons, Christoferse 1 
and Tiontheim having to await the anival of the Urania, as 
they were to go home by hei. Precisely at 12 o'clock on the 
nght between Augus. 4th and sth the signal for stating was 
given, and the Jam stood out 10 sen.’ 

On August 7th the Hania at last arnved. As I had sup- 
posed, she had been stopped by tce, but had at last got ort 
of it uniajued  Chistofersen and Tiontheim were abe to 
sal for home in her on the 11th, and reached Vardo on the 
2and, food having been very scarce duting the last part of the 
time. The shp, which had left her home port, Biona, 11 
Mayrwas not provided for so long a voyage and these Jast 
days they hved chiefly on dry biscuits, water, and weevils, 





* It was “nfict he day after, : 
1 Ido not bel eve t at Chnstofersen ever in his life had aiy‘l ng to de 
wich a Landon new spiper, . 
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Tr was well mto the n ht afict Chi stoferse1 and Tiontherm 
had left us, before we could get away ‘The channel was too 
dangerous fo. us to usk it in the thick fog. But it c cared a 
httle, and the petioloum launch was got icady, T had deter- 
mned to go on ahead with it and tale soundings. We 
stailed about midn ght Ilanse1 stood in the bow with the 
lead line T'nst we bore over towards the point of Va gats to 
the north west, as Palander directs, then on throt gh tie strait, 
kreping to the Vagats side, The fog was often so thick that 
it was with diffic.lty we could catch a glimpse of the Jan, 
which followed close behind us, and on boaid the Jam they 
could not sce our boit = But s» long as we had enot gh wi ter, 
and so long as we saw titt they wae keepng to tier ght 
comse behind us, we went ahead = S001 the fog Cleucd agars 
a little, But the depth was not qu te sat sfactory, we had 
been having stcad ly 44 to 5 fatioms, ther it dropped to 4 
and then to 34. ‘Lins wis too hitthe We tuned and ng ialled 
to the Zam to stop, Tren we held fai her out fiom land 
and got mto deeper watei, s0 that the Ziam could come on 
again at full speed * 

Tiom time to time our petroleum e1g ne took to its old 
ticks and stopped TI had to pom im mone oil to set it going 
again, and as I was standing do’ng this, the boat gave a linch, 
sé, that a little oil was spilt, and look fie ‘The bu nig ol 
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ian ove: the bottom of the L tor of tie gieat help you have 
spilt already 1 an mstant thesen hinded to Tionthe ma 
and my clothes, which were spinkled’* On the ooverse is 
I had to 1ush to the bow, and for a moment of Norway ahd 
a crtigal one, especial y as a bg pa’ thit was ste’? And on 
olalsotook fic As soo1 as I had stopped the trithe nt? 
my clothes, I rushed aft again, seized the ps 1, and potrctesti 
flaming oil into the sea, biining my fingers bady, At onel 
the whole surface of the wate: round wisin flames ‘Then I 
got hold of the bale, 11d baled water 11to Lie boat as hud as 
Tcould, and soon the worst was over. Th ngs had looked 
anyth ng but well from the J%am howevei, and they were 
stand ng by w th ropes and buoys to throw to us, 

Soon we were out of Yugor Strait, ‘Lhere was now so ttl 
fog that the low land 1ound us was vistble, and we could alsc 
see a little way out to sea, and, in the distance, all drift ice 
At 4 oolock in the nung (Angust 4th) we glided pas 
Sokolii, o. Hawk Island,sout to the dicaded Kara Sea 

Now our fate was to be decided, I had always said that uf 
we could get safely across the Kaa Sea and past Cape Chely 
uskin, the worst would be over Oui prospcets were not bad 

an open passage to the east, along the land, as fa as we 
could see fiom the masthead 

An hour and a half Jater we were at the edge of the ce, It 
was so close that there was no use in attempting to go oy 
through it To the noith west it seemed mic? loosen, aid 
there was a good deal of blue m the atmosphere at the 
hor zon there * We kept south east along the Inid tio igh 
broken ice, but im the course of the day went further out to 
sea, the blueness of the atmospheie to the cast and nota cast 
promising mare open water 1m that diection, Tfowever, about 





* There 15 2 white reflection flom white ice, so that the shy above Cul ts 
of ice has al ght or whit sh appearance, wiciever there 19 opega witter it» 
Lhe orcark, In ths way he Arctic ray gitomcan jdge by tc appear 
ance of the shy what is the state of the sea at a considcaable distance. 
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3pm. the ice became so close, Liat I tio git t best to get 
back 1ito the open chainel alorg the land. It wis ceria ily 
possible that we migit have forced ovr way t rough t ¢ ice 1 
the sea here, but also pogsi ale thit we im git have stuck fast, 
and 1t was too caily to 2un ths 1k . 

Next morning (August sth) betig then off tie coast near to 
the, mouth of the Rver Kata, we stecied across towards 
Yalmal, We soon had that low land in 9 ght, but in the after 
noon we got into fog and close ice Next day it was no better 
and we made fast to a great ice block wh ch was lying sanded 
off the Yalmal coast. 

In the evening some of us went on shoe = ‘I'he water was 
go shallow that om boat stuck fast a good way fiom the beach 
and we had to wade It was a perfectly flat smooth sand 
beach, covered by the sea at full t de, and beyond that a steep 
sand bank, 30 to 40 feet, 1n some places probably 60 fext high 

We wandered about a little, lat, bare countiy on evely 
hand Any driftwood we saw was btuied 11 the sand, and 
soaking wet. Nota bud to be sec1 except ore ot two snipe 
We came to a lake, and out of the fog in fion! of me I head 
the cry of a loon, but saw no hiv ng cicature Ou view was 
blocked by a wall of fog whichever way we tuned = ‘There 
were plenty of reindeer traces, but, of course, they were only 
those of the Simoyedes tine reindeer, 115 15 tie land of 
the Samoyedes and oh but it $s desolite and mowin ul 
The only one of ts that bagged any ing wis the botarr ¢ 
Beautful flos cs smted to as neve vid hae a conys the otra 
mounds the one message from a bughter world 11115 land 
of fogs Wewwent fai in over the flats, but cam2 only to sheets 
of water, with low sp ts running eut into them, and rtdges 
between We often heaid tic cry of loons on the water, but 
could never catch ght of one, All these lakelets were of a 
iémaikable, exactly cucular conformation, with steep ba iks all 
wound, just as if each had dug out 2 hole for itself im the sandy 
plain. 

H 
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W th the ous of ort boat and a lage tarpauln we had made 
asoit of teat Wewe ¢ lucky cnough iv find a hitle dry wood, 
ard sugr tc wae was fined war the fe geet odeu uf aoe 
coffee. Woen we had caten and daimh ind om pipes were ht, 
Johaiwen, m ‘pte cf fugue and 1 full meal, suipused us by 
tu wag one somu ant after another on tre he wy, damp sand 
m font of tic tent im Ins Jong military clovk and 9e1 boots 
Talf fill of water 

By 6 go next mon wg we wete on bond agun The fog 
} id clea ed, bat the ice, wh ch hy driftimy bae swards and for 
wards accoid ng to the set of the tile looked as close as ever 
towards the noth = Duriag the mong we hid v visit from a 
boat with two stihva t Sz ioyedes, who were well recerved and 
ticited te food and tobieco, ‘They gave us to understand that 
they were bymg m a tent some distince mand and faither 
north Presenty tey went otf again, caneicd with g fis 
"These were the last hmnan bangs we met 

Next day the icc was Stull close, ind as there was nothing 
else to be done, som? of us went ashore agam in the afternoon, 
partly to see more of this httle known coast, and partly, if pos- 
sible, to find the Samoyedes camp, and get hold of some skins 
and reindeer flesh, Itis a stange flat countiy Nothing but 
sand, sand everywhere Still flatier, sull more desolate than 
the country about ¥Yigor Strait, with a stil wider honzor 
Over the plain lay a gice1 caipet of grass aid moss, here and 
there spoiled by the wind having toin it up aid swept sard 

over it But, nudge as we might, and semch as we might, we 
found no Samoyede camp We saw thiee men in the far dis 
tance, but they went off a3 fast as they could the momcnt they 
caught sight of us. ‘The ¢ wag bile gime ~just a few ptame 
gan, golden plovers and lo ie tailed ducks. Our chtef gain 
was another collect on of plants, and a few gcologcal and 
Beogtaphical notes Ow obseivations showed that the land at’ 
this place was charted not less than halga degice o1 46 to 38 
muimutes too far west ‘ 
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Tt was not 1H next forenoon (Augist oth) that we went on 
boatd again ‘The ice to the noil1 now scemed to be ratha 
looser, 23d at 8 pm. we at last begin once mote to make ot 
way north We found ic¢ that wis easy to get th ot gh, and 
held on our course unt, three days later, we got into “open 
water. On Sunday, Augtst 18th, we stood out into the oper 
Kara Sea, past the north pont of Yalmal and Bicloi Ostiov 
(White Island) ‘The1e was no ice to be seen n any dnection 
During the days that followed we had constait stioig east 
winds, often increasing to half a gale = We cept on lacking to 
make ou way eastwaid but the bioad and keel less Mam car 
hardly be called a good “ beate: ;’ we made too mutch lee way, 
and our progress was conespondingly slow. In the journal 
there 1s a constantly recttmg eitiy of “Head wiid, Head 
wind” ‘lhe monotony was extrene, but as they may be of 

“ynterest as relating to the nayigatio1 of this sca, I shall g ve 
the most important items of the jpurnal, especial y those 
regarding the state of the ice. 

On Monday, August t4t1 we beat with only sail agi nat a 
stiong wind $ ngle pieces of ice were seen din ng tie middle 
watch, but afler thal there was none within sight 

‘Tuesday, August rsth The wind slacke xed in the midde 
watch , we took in sail, and gotupsteam = Ats niwimoin ng 
we steamed away east ovet a sea pe ficty cca of ce; bit 
afte: mid day the wind began to fieshen agian fiom EN L, 
aid we had to beat with stean aid stl Sngle floes of xe 
were seen di “ag the even ay ad vga 

Wednesday, August 16th As the Kara S2a scened so 
extiaoidinan y fice fiom ice, and ag at Hewy ser was wiying 
fiom the north east we decided, t8 hold neath as fu as we 
could, even if it shold be to the Linsamkeit (Lonely) 1, and 
But about half pist three m the aficinoon we had a stup of 
close ice ahead, so that we had to tun, St ft breece and sca 
Kept on beating east atong the edge of the ice A most lost 
the petroleum launch m the evenimg The waves were con- 
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stantly breaking into it and flog at, the gunwale was burst 1 
at two places, and the heavy davits it hu ag o1 were tw sted a 
if they had bee1 copper wires, Only just in the mick of t me 
with the waves washing ove us, som@ of us managed to get 1 
lashed to the side of the sup There seemed to be som 
fatal ty about this boat 

Thusday August 17th Stil beating castward under sa 
and steam through scattered ice and along a margin of fixec 
ice, Still blowing hard, with a heavy sea as soon as we headec 
al ttle out from the ice 

Tiday, August 18th Continued storm Stood south east 
At 4 30am, Syerdrtp wio had gone up into the crow’s nest 
to look out for bears and waltus on the icc floes, saw land ta 
the south of us At 10am I went up to look at it we were 
ticu provany rot moe than ro mdesawty fiom t Te way 
low land, seemingly of the same format on as Yalmal, wii 
steep sandbanks and giassgiown above ‘The se. giew 
shallower as we neaicd it Not far from us, smail icehe gs 
lay aground =The lead showed steadily less and less water , 
by 1130am_ thete were on} sone 8 fathoms, then to ou 
surpiise the botto n suddenly fl to 20 fathoms, and alter that 
we found steadily incieasng depth Tetween tie land aid 
tie blochs of stranded ice 01 ow Ice there appeared to be a 
channel with rather deeper water and not so much ice aground 
in it, It seened ditheule to conce ve that there siotld oe 
tid scovered laid here, where bot: Nordea vio | aad Ldward 
Joiaisei, and possibly sevaal Russ ans, hid passed wtiait 
seeing aiytning Our o'seivations however, wee meon 
testable, and we immed ately named the land Sverdrup 
Island after tts d scoyeren. 

As there was st ll a great deal of ice to windward, we con 
tinued our south wester } course, keeping as close to the wind 
as posslbe The werther was clea, and at 8 oclock we 
sighted the ma nland, wt1 Dicksons Islaid ahead? It had 
been our intention to 1un in and ang a here, no de to put 
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letters for home under a cann, Captain Wiggins having pro- 
mised to pick them up on his way to the Yenisci, But in the 
meantime the wind had fallen it was a favourable chance 
and time was piecious , So gave up sending our post, and 
continued our course along the coast, . 

The cou rtry here was quite d fferent from Yalmal, Toot gh 
not very hgh it was a Inlly country, with pitches, and ever 
large drifts of snow here and there some of them ly ng clos. 
down by the shore Next moiniog I's ghted the southernmost 
of the Kameim Islands. We took a tack in under it_to see tf 
there were animals of any kind, but could catch sig it of none 
The island rose evenly from the sev at all points with stcep 
shores ‘They consisted for the most pait of rock, which was 
partly solid, paitly broken tp by the action of the weather into 
heaps of stoacs Tt appered to he a st at.fed rock, w.th 
stiongly marked oblique strata ‘The island wis also covered 
with quantit es of gravel sometimes mixed with lager stones, 
the whole of the northern point secmed to be a sand heap, 
with steep sand banks towards the shore ‘The most not ceab e 
featwe of the island was its marked shore lines Near the top 
there was a specially pronounced one, whch was like a shaip 
ledge on the west and north sides, and suctched rcross the island 
like a dark band. Nearer the beach were several other distinct 
ones, In form they all resembled the upper one with its steep 
ledges, and had evidently been formed in the same way, by 
the action of the sea, and more especially of the ice. Take 
the upper one they also were most marked ott the west and 
notin sides of the ward, whch aie tiuse fie gy must to une 
open sea, 

To the stude it of the history ofthe caith these marks*of tie 
former level of the sea are of gicat interest, showing as they do 
that the land has 1isen or the sea sunk since the time they 
were formed Like Scandinav’a, the whole of the north corst 
of Sibetta has undggone these changes of Ievel since the 
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It was st ange thit we saw none of the islands which, 
according to Noidenskod’s map, suech na Ine to the 
north east from Kamen Isiand On the over nind, I to0K 
the beaings of one or to other islands ly ng almost-due cast, 
and next morning we passed a small fsland fa ther nort 1. 

We saw few bids in ths neighbomhood only a few flocks 
of geese, some Aicic gulls (/estris parasitica and ¢ buffonis) 
and a few se? gulls and ter. 

On Sunday, Augist 20th, we had, for us, tncommonly fne 
weather blue sea, br tant suash re and | ght wind, sull fiom 
the noith east. I1 the afte noon we rin n to the Kjell naa 
Islands. These we could tccagnise from ther position on 
Nordensk olds map bret south of them we found many 
unknown ones They all had smoothly rounded forms, these 
Kjel man Islands, 1 <2 10cks that have been giotnd smooth 
by the glacie s of the Ice Age ‘Lhe /vam anchoied on the 
noith side of the largest of them, and wh Ist the boiler was 
bemg refitted, some of gs went ashoie, in the evening, for 
some shooting. We had not left the ship when the mate, 
from the crow’s nest caught sight of remdeer, At once we 
were all agog; everyone wanted to go ashore, and the mate 
was quite beside himself with the hunters fever, his eyes as 
big as saucers, and his hands tiembling as thot gh he were 
drunk Not until we were n the bot had we time to look 
seriously for the mate’s 1emdeer, We looked tn vain nota 
living thing was to be secn in any duccton Yes when we 
wete close in shoie, we at last descned a luge flock of geese 
waddling upwaid from the beach, We weir base cnough to 
let a conjectu e escape us that these were the mate’s reindeer 

a suspicion whch he gt first rejected with contempt 
Gradually, howevei, Ins confdence oozed awry. But it 1g 
possible to do an injustice ever toa mite. Lhe fact thing I 
suv when I spring ashore was old tc adeer ttwcks ‘Le mate” 
had now the laugh on his side, ran fiom tiac< to track, and 
swore that it was remdeer he had seen * ee 
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When we got up on to tie first height we saw seve ul ie + 
deci on fat ground to the souti of us, but the wad berg 
from the norta, we had to go “yick and ) vxke on wry scotty 
along the sh aie trl we got to Jeewud of then ‘Tie oily ore , 
who did not approve of*this plan wis then te, wo Was 1nd 
state of feverish caget 1055 to rusd st agit at some 1¢ rect ie 
thought he had seen to the east, wh ch, of coutse, was an abso 
litely certain way to clew the ficld of every or of hon. He 
asked and received permiss on to enun beh nd wh If vieen, 
who was to take a ma3netic o ase \aton, but hid to promise 
not to move tll he got the order 

On the way along the shore we passed ore gicat flock of 
geese after another ; trey stictched trem necks and waddled 
nside a little, until we were quite near, and only then took 
fl ght; but we hid no time to waste on such small game, A 
little further on we caugit sight of one or two reindeer we hid 
not noticed before. We could casily have stalked them, but 
wele afiaid of getting to windwatd,of the ol iis, which were 
farther south At last we got to leeward of these latter also, but 
they weie gazing on flat giownd, and i was asything but ewsy 
to stalk them not a hillock, not a stone to hide behind. ‘The 
only th’ng was to form 2 long line, advance as best we could, 
and, if possible, outflank them. In the msant’me we had 
caught s ght of another herd of 1¢ ndeer farther to the noith, 
but suddenly, to our astonishment, siw them tear off across the 
pla n eastward, in all probability start ed by the mate, who had 
not been able to keep qt et any longer 

A hittle to the north of the renidcer nea est us thee was a 
hollow, openiig fiom the shore from which it see ued that at 
nnght be possible to get a shot at then. T owe at back.to ty 
this, whilst the others kept thew places in the lie As T went 
down agai towtds the shore Thad the sea before me, quiet 
aud beautiful, The sun hid gone down behind it not long 
before, and the sky} wis glowing in the clear, Mght nght. £ 
shad to stand still fora minute In the midst 0° ul this beauty 
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nan was do'ng the work of a beast of prey! At this moment 
T saw to the noith a dak speck move down the height whee 
the mate and Hansen ougit to be. It divided into two, and 
the one moved east, ust to the windward of the animals I was 
to stalk, They would get the scent immediately, and be off, 
There was nothmg for it but to hury on, while I rained any 
thing but good wishes on these fellows’ heads. ‘The gully was 
not so deep as I had expected. Its sides were just high enough 
to hide me when I crept on all fours, In the middle were 
lage stones and cliyey gravel, wth a litte 1unnel soakiig 
through them. The icindeer were still grazing quietly, only 
now and the 1 saising then heads to look round. My “cover” 
got lower and lower and to the north I heard the mate, Me 
would present y succeed im setting off my game It was 
mpetative to get on quickly, but there was no longer cover 
enough for me to advance on hands and knees, My only 
chance was to wriggle forward like a snake on my stomach 
Bat m this soft clay in tae bed of the stream? Yes meat 15 
too pice ous on hoard and the beast of prey is too strong ina 
man, My clothes must be sacuficed; on I ctept on my 
stomach through the mud But soon there was hatdly cover 
enough even foi this I squeezed myself flat among the stones 
and ploughed forward lke a dramcutiing machine And I 
did make way, if not quickly and comfortably, still smely, 

All this time the sky was tuning darker and dake. red 
behind me, and it was getting more and more difficult to use 
the sights of my gun, not to mention the trouble I had in 
keepmg the clay fiom them and fiom the muzale The rem. 
deer stall grazed quietly on When they raised their heads to 
look sound I had to lie as quiet as a motse, feeling tle water 
inckhng gently under my stonfich ; when they began to nibble 
the moss again, off I went thiough the mud. Piesent y I made 
the disagieeable dscovery that they were moving away from 
me about as fast as I could move forward, and I had to 
redouble my exeitious, But the darkness was getting worse 
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and worse, and Thad the mate to the north of me, and pre- 
sently he would ¢ art them off. The outlook was anything but 
bright either morally or physically The hollow was getting 
shallower and shallower, $0 that I wis hardly covered at all, T 
squeezed myself still deeper into the mud A tun in the 
ground helped me forward to the neat little height and now 
they were right m fiont of me, wthn what 1 should have 
called easy range if it had been daylight. I tued to take alm, 
but could not see the bead on my gun 

Man’s fate 1s sometimes hard to bear, My clothes wee 
dripping with wet clay, and after what seemed to me most 
meuitorious exertions, here I was at the goal unable to take 
advantage of my position But now the reindeer moved down 
into a small depression. I crept forwaid a little way fur ther 
as quickly a» I could. wae ina splendid position, so far as 
I could tell 11 the datk, but I could not see the bead any better 
than before It was impossible to get nearer, for there was 
only a smooth slope between us Lftie was no sense m thik 
ing of waiting for light to shoot hy, it was now mudi ght, ard 
I had that terrible mate to the noith of me, besides the wind 
vag not to be tiusted I held the nifle tp against the sky to 
see the bead clearly, and then loweied it on the reindeer. 
I did this once, twice, thuce. Tre bead was still far fiom 
clear, but all the sanie I thought I might hit, and pulled the 
trigger The two deer gave a sudden stut, looked rourd 
in astonishment, and bolted off a litle way south Thee 
they stood sull again, and at this moment were joined by a 
third deer, which had been sanding rathe. fatha seth T 
fired off all the cartridges nm the magazine, and all to the same 
good purpose. ‘Lhe creatures stared and moved offa httle at 
each shot, and then trotted Kuthcr south. Presently they 
made another halt, to take a long careful look at me, and I 
dashed off westward, as hard as I could 2un, to turn them. 
Now they were off straight in the direction where some of my 
comrades ought tobe I expected every moment to hear shots 
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and see one or two of the animals fall, but away they ambled 
southwards qu te unchecked, At last, far to the south, crack 
went a rifle I could see by t1e smoce that t was at too 
long araage; so1i high dudgeon [ srouldeied my ufle and 
lounged in the dnection of the shot. It was pleasant to see 
such a good result for all one’s troub e. 

No one was to be seei anywhere At Jengt: I met 
Sveidrup ; it was he who had fired. Soon Blessing jomed ts, 
but all the others had long since left then posts Whilst 
Blessing went back Lo the boat and his botanising boy Sver 
drtp and I went on to tly ovr Juck once more. A hile farther 
south we came to a yalley stietching right across the 1slaid 
On the further side of t we saw a min standing on a hillock, 
and not fai fiom hin a heid of five a: six reindeer. As it 
never occutred to us to dou ot that the man was in the act of 
stalking these, we avoided going m that duection, and soon he 
and his reindeer disappeared to the west I heard aftcrwaids 
that he had never seen the deer, As it was evident that when 
the remdeer to the south of us were stattled, they would have 
to come back across this valley, aid as the island at this part 
was so nartow that we commanded the who ¢ of it, we deter 
mined to take up ot1 posts heie and watt We accoidingly 
got in the lee of some great boulders, out of the wind In 
front of Sveidiup was a large flock of geese, nem the mouth of 
the stream, close doyn by the shoe, ‘hey kept up an inces- 
sant gabble, and the temptation to have a shot at them was 
very great , but, considerimg the reindeer we thought it best to 
leave tiem in peace, They gobbled aid wadd cd away dows 
through the mud, and soon took w ng 

The t me seemed long, -At fist we listened with all out 
ears the retndeer must confe very soon and o11 eyes wan- 
deied meessantly back and foiwaids along the slope on the 
othe side of the val cy. But no rcimdeer cime, and soon we 
were having a stiuggle to keep om eyes open and our heads 
up—we had not had much sleep the last fuw days, They muse 
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be coming We shook owselves awake and gave another look 
along the bank, till agaia the cyes softly closed and the heads 
began to nod, while the chill wind blew though our wet 
clothes, and I shivered with cold ‘IIus soit of thing went 01 
for an hour or two, unt} the sport began to pall on me, and 1 
scrambled from my shelter along townids Syeidiup, sho was 
enjoying 1 about as mich as I was. We c) mbed the slope 01 
the other side of the valley, and were haid y at the top before 
we saw the horns of six splend d remadce: on a he git n how 
of us They were restless, scenting westward, trotting rou d 
in a circle, and then snifng again fey could not have 
noticed us as yet, a3 the wind was blowing at rigit aigles to 
the line between them and us. We stood a long ti ne watching 
their manceuvtes and wanting thet choice of a drection, bit 
they had apparently great diffculty in making it. At last off 
they swung south and east, and off we went souticast as 
hard as we could go, to get across thei course before they got 
scent of us, Sverdiup had got welt ahead, and I saw him 
rushing across a flat piece of ground—picsently he would be 
at the nght place to mect them I stopped, to ke 1m 1eadiness 
to cut them off on the other side if they should face about and 
make off noithwaid agan =Theie were six splendid annnals, 
a big buck im fiont ‘Lhey were heading straight for Svetdiup, 
who was now ciouching down on the slope, I expected every 
moment to see the foremost fall, A shot sing out! Round 
wheeled the whole flock like lightning, and back they came at 
a gallop. Iwas my turn now to 1un with all my m ght, and 
off I went ove: the stones, down towards the valley we had 
come from. J only stopped once or t.ce to take breath and 
to make sure that the at mals were coming in the duect on I 
had reckoned on then offagath We were gettiig new cach 
other now, they were co ning on just wheie I had calculated, 
the thing now was to be in (ime foi them. I made my long Icgs 
| Go treir fastest aver tye boulders, and took leaps fiom stone to 
stone that would have suprised myself ata more sober moment 
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Moe than once my foot shpped and I went down head first 
among the boulders, gun and all But the wild beast in me 
had the upper hand now. ‘Lhe passion ot the chase vibrated 
through every fibic of my body, 

We reached the slant of the valley almost at the same time 

a leap or two to get up on some bg bouldeis, and the 
moment had come I must shoot, though the shot was a long 
one. When the smoke cleared away I saw the big buck tran) 
ing a broken hind Jeg. When their leader stopped, the whole 
flock turned and ran sn a ring round the poor animal, They 
could not understand what was happening, and strayed about 
wildJy with the balls whistling round them, ‘Then off they 
went down the side of the valley agatn, leaving another of thei 
number behind wih a broken leg. I tore afler them, actoss 
the valley and up the other side, in the hope of getting another 
shot, but gave that up and tuned back to make sure of the 
two wounded ones, At the bottom of the valley stood one of 
the victims awaiting its fite, It looked umplotingly at me, and 
then, just as I was going forwaid to shoot it, made off much 
quicken than I could have thought 11 possible for an animal on 
three legs to go Sure of my shot, of course I missed ; and 
now began a chase, which ended in the poor beast, blocked 
m every other direction, 1ushing down towards the sea and 
wad'ng into a smal lagoon on the shore, whence I feaied it 
might get right out into the sca, At last it got its quictus there 
in the wate: The other one was not far off, and a ball soon 
put an end to its sufferings also As I was proceeding to rip 
it up, Henmksen and Johinsen appeared, they had just 510 
a bear a little farther south 

After disembowelling tke rerideer, we went towads the 
boat again meeting Sveidiup on the way. It was now well 
on in the morning, and as I considered that we had alicady 
spent too much time here, I was impatient t> push north 
wards Whrlst Sverdrup and some of the others: went on 
board to get reacly for the start, the rest of us rowed south. fo 
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felch om two reindeer and ow bea. A strong beuve laud 
begun to blow fiom the north east, and as xt would be had 
wok for us to row back against wt, I had asked Sverdiup 
to come ‘and mect us win tne J7am, if tie sound igs pur 
mitted of his dong so We saw quaatitcs of sev, and 
whitefish along the shoic, but we had no tme to go after 
them; all we wanted now was to get south, and in the 
first place to pick up tie bew, When we came near 
the place where we expected to find it we did see a luge 
white heap resembling a bea lying on tie giotnd, and 1 
was stire tt must be the dead one, but Hen ksen maintained 
that it was not We went ashore and approached it, as it lay 
motionless on a grassy bank, I still felt 1 strong suspicion 
that 1t had already had all the shot it winted, We diew 
nearer and nearer but it gave no sgn of lle I looked into 
Henricsen’s honest face, to make sure tiat they were not play 
ing a trick on me, but he was staring fixedly at the bear, As 
I looked two shots went off, and to nty asto ushment the gieit 
creature bounded into the a ¥, stilldazed w ths eep Poo beast 
it was a barsh awakening = Anoticr shot, ard t fal ifeless 
We first tried to diag the beats down to the boat, but tiey 
were too heavy for us, and we now had ahd piece of wok 
skimming and cutting them up and canyng down all we 
wanted But bad as it was, trudging thot gh tia soft « ay 
wth heavy quatters of sear o1 our oacky there wis wo se 
awatng us on the beac. ‘Lie tide had asey and at the 
sime lume toe waves hid got ba yer and ssa oped tie boat a | 
we e now bicaking over ¢ Gt ard amucn tion were so k 
ing m the water, ots of bred our only prov sion, floated 
round, and the butter dish ly at tve bottom with no butter in 
it It required no small evertioh to get the boat diawn up out 
of this heavy suf and empt ed of water Lucky, it had re- 
ceived no injury, as the beach was of a soft sand, but the sand 
had penotiated with the water cverywheie, even into the most 
delicate parts of the locks of ain rifles, But wo st of ail yas 
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the loss of our pros sions, for now we were rave ously hungty 
We hid to make the best of a bid busmess, and eat picccs of 
b ead soaked in sea water, and flavoured with several varieties 
of dut On this occasion, too, I lest my sketch book, wth 
somessketches that weie of value to me 

Tt was no casy task to get om heavy gane iito the boat 
with these b g waves breaking on the flat berch We had to 
keep the boat outsic¢ the surf, and haul both skins and flesh on 
boaid with a line ; a good deal of water came with tiem, but 
thee was no he p for it And then we had to sow north alo ig 
the shore aginst tie wiid and sea ay hard as we could It 
was very tough wo < he wiid had increased, and it was all 
we cotld do to make headway aga nst it, Seals were diy ng 
round us, white whales comung aid go1ig but we had no eyes 
for them now. Sidderly H miksex e led ait that shee 
was a bear on the point in front. I turned round, and there 
stood a beautiful white fellow rummaging among the flotsim 
onthe beach As ve had no time to shoot it, we rowed 01 
and it went slowly in front of us northwards along the shore. 
At last, with gicat exertions we 1cached the bay where we were 
to put in for theierdcer ‘The beu wis there before us It 
had not seen the boat hitheito, but now tt got scent of us, 
aidcame neuet, Itwasatempt ig shot I had my f iger 
on the t izger several times, but did not diaw it After all we 
had no use for tie animal, it was quite as much as we could 
do to stow away what we had alecady It made a beauuful 
target of itself by gelling up on a stone to lave a better scent 
and Iovked abuut, aad aficr a caicful survey ae tu ied round 
aad set off inland at an easy trot 

The surf was by this time $t heavier It wasa flat, sha low 
shore, and the waves broke a good way out from land, We 
rowed in tll the boat touched ground and the breakcis bega1 
to wash over us ‘Tie only way of getting ashore was to jump 
into the sea and wade, But getting the 12indeer on boaid was 
another matter ‘Liere was no better landing place faither 
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north and hard as it was to give up the excellant mcat afler 
all ou trouble 1 seemed to me thee was nothirg else for it, 
and we rowed off towards our sh p 
It was the hardest row Ivever hada hand m Jt wert pretty 
well to begin wth, we had the cinent with us, and gat 
auickly out fron laid; but prescnty the wind rose, the 
cunent slackencd and wave aftet wave bioce over is After 
mered >¢ tor, we had at last oily a sit wily to go. I 
cheered up the good fe ows as best I could, remind ig them 
of the smoking hot tea tiat awaited them after a few moe 
tough pulls, and picturmg all the good things in store for 
them We really were all pretty well done up now, but we 
still took a good giip of the oais, soaking wet as we were from 
the sea constantly beaking over us, for of course none of us 
had thought of such things as oilskins im yesterday's beautiful 
yeater Bat we soon saw tha w'th all our py lig and 
toiling the boat was makiig no headway whateva, Ayait 
fiom the wind and the sea we had the’ cunent dead against us 
here, all our exertions were of no avail We pulled till our 
finger tips felt as if they were bursting, but the most we could 
manage was to keep the boat where it was, if we slickened an 
instant it diifted back I tied to encomage my comrades — 
* Now we made a little way! It was just strength that was 
needed!’ Butall to no purpose The wiod wh stled round 
our ears, and the spray dashed over us. It was maddening to 
be so neat the shp that it seemed as uf we cold almast 
reach out to her, and yet fect that tt was imossiole to get on 
any further. We tad to go in undur the Mad again, where we 
had the cuuent » (1 us, and ice we dd stececd ut anak ipa 
little progiess = We rowed hard till Wwe were about abtcast of 
the ship, then we once more tied to sheer actoss (0 her, but 
no sooner did we get into tie cunent agun than it mercilessly 
drove us back. Beaten again! And again 2 tried the same 
manceuvre ‘with the sanse result, Now we saw tiem lowerng 
> a buoy fiom the ship—if we could only ieacl it, we were 
? 
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saved; but we did not ieaca it, They were not exacty 
blessings that we poucd on those on boud. Why on ea th 
could they not »ea1 down to us, when they sty the stats we 
wore in’ or why, at May mtc, cowd vicy nav case ip the 
anch®r, and Jet the shi> duft a httle inom dicction? They 
saw how little was needed to enable us to reach them 
Pethaps they had tren reasons. 

We would make one last desperate attempt. We went at it 
w'th a will, Ivery muscle was stramed to the utmost~-it was 
only the buoy we had tc reach this time, But to our rage we 
now saw the buoy being hauled up. We rowed a little way 
on, to the windwatd of the Aram, and then ttied again to 
sheer over, This time we got neater her than we had ever 
been before, but we we e disappo nted in still secing no buoy, 
and none was thrown over, there was not even a man to be 
seen on deck We roa ed like madmen for a buoy—we had 
no strength left for another attempt Jt was not a pleasing 
prospect to have to duft back, and go ashore aga n in our wet 
clothes ;—we zoz/d get cn board = Once more we yelled hike 
wild Indians, and now (ey cathe rushing aft and threw out 
the buoy in our direction One mote ciy to my mates that 
we must put our last strength into the wok, ‘Lhere were 
only a few boat lengths o cover, and we bent to ott oars with 
awill Now there were [hice boat lengths. Another desperate 
spurt Now there were two and a half boat Jengths—presently 
two then only one A few more flantc jeills, and thue 
was a little less. “Now boys, one or two mote had pulls 
and its over{ Hard! hardt! Keep to wt Now another! 
Don't give up! One more! Zhere we have if ///” And one 
joyful sigh of relief passe yound the boat, “ Keep the oa s 
going or the rope will break Row, boys!’ And row we did, 
and soon they had hauled us alongside of the Ara. Not till 
we weie lying there gett ng our bearshins and flesh hauled on 
boaid, did we really know what we had had to fight against, 
The current was running along the side of the ship like q 
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rapid river At last we were actualy on board Tt was 
evening by this tiie, and it was splendid to get same goad hot 
food and then st etch ones } m5 mm a confortable « y derth 
There 18 2 satisfacvon in fee mg Liat one his exerted one’s self 
to some purpose = Here was the net csuIt of four and iwe ry 
hows had to: we had shot two ictideer, wh ch we dd pot 
gu, got two beas that we il io use for and had tetaly 
ruined one suit of clothes Lw wash ago had not tic 51 aalle t 
efct upon them and they hung on de 4 to ar for tie est of 
this lt p 

I slept badly that n gut for thsis what I ad ninyd vy 
“Got on board after what I th nk was the hudcst sow I ever 
had = Slept well for a hitle but am now fying toss’ ig about 11 
my beith, unable to sep. Is t the coffte I dank aflu 
supper? o1 the cold tea T diank when I awoke witha ow wig 
thirst? I shut my eyes aid try agaia time vter tine, but to 
no purpose And now memory s airy vis ons stcal softly ove 
my soul Gleau after gleam b ciks Xuotgh the mst I see 
before me stadt landscapes sm ng ficld' aid meadows, 
green, leafy tees and woods, and b ue mountun ges. ‘The 
5 1g ng of the steam 11 the bose: pipe tums to be laogirg— 
chuich bejls singing in Svbbath peace oye Vest ¢e Aker on 
this beautiful summer mominng Lf an walk ng with fathu 
along the avenue of small b rch tees thu mether planted, up 
tewards the church wh ch lies on the he ght vefore 1s, porting 
up into the blue sky and sendin ils call far over the count y 
sde, Trom up there you can see a low way. Nesodden 
looks quite close in the clear ut, especially v1 an autumn 
moining. And we give a quict Si idiy ¢ ecu ag to the people 
that di‘ve past us all song our way, Whita took of Sundiy 
happiness dwe fs on then faces! + 

“T did not think it all so def gat thea, and wou d much 
rather have run off to the woods with my bow and anow after 
squirtels—put now how fir how wonderfilly beautiful that 
Sunht picture seems tome! ‘The feeling of peace and happr- 
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ness that even ther no doubt made is impicssion though + 
oily a passing one, comes brick now with redoubled stie agti 
aadall na ne scems aie m ghty, thillmg song of prase Ik 
it because of the contiast with this poot, barren suntcss land 
of mists without a tree, without arbush nothing but stoncs 
and clay? No perce in it either nothing but an end ess 
stinggle to get noith, always north, withovt a mo nents delay, 
Oh, how onc yearns for a little cucless happiness 

Neat day we weie again icady to sal and I tned to force 
the Jam on under steam against wind and cv ient But the 
cunent 1an stiong as a iivel, and we had to be specially careful 
with the helm, if we gave her the least thing too much, she 
would take a shect, ard we knew thee were stallows and 
rocks on all sides, We hept the lexd going constantly, Tor 
a time all went well, and we mide way slowly but suddenly 
she took a sheer and icfused to obey ber hel, She scm off 
to starboard. The lead indicated shallow water. The same 
moment came the ord, “Let go the anchor ” And to the 
bottom it went with a iush anda clank = There we lay with 
4 fathoms of wate: under the stern, and 9 fatho ng in fiont at 
the anchor We were nota moment too soon We got the 
Fran's head straigit to the wind, and tued again time after 
time, but always with tie samercstlt ‘The attempt had to b: 
given up, Theie was stil the possibil ty of mak ng om way 
out of the sound to leeward of the land, out the watc got 
quickly shallow thee and we might come on iocks at any 
moment We could hive gone on im front with the boat aid 
sounded, but I had aheacy had more than cnough of rowing 
in Cite current Tor tie present we must stay whe ¢ we wee 
and anoint owselves with the ommtuent called Patience a 
medicament of which every pola cxpedition ot ght to ay ina 
large supply We hoped on for a change, but the curtent 
vemained 13 it was, and tic wind ceitan ly did not decicase, 
Twas in despan at having Lo lic here for nothmg but this emsed 
cu ent, w th open sea outs de, perhaps as fat as Cape Chely 
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“usk n, that eternal cape, whose name had beet sourdny in 
my eats for the last three weeks 

When I came on deck next momung (At got 231d) winta 
had come. There was white snow on the deck, and an cvery 
} ttle projection of the 129g pg whae st had foun J shelice fie 3 
the wind, white snow on the Iiid, and wh te s iow float ry 
though the air Oh how the snow i¢ehcshes one’s oul, tid 
drives away al the gloom and sadness ficm this stun Jind of 
fogs Look at it scattered co deleatcly as if soya kv 5 
hand, over the stones and tie giass Mats onshore! Dart ward 
and cutrent aie much as they we Gand dtuimy the day the 
wd blows up to aregtla storm howling and ritting in the 
Fram s ¢ gging 

The following day (August 24th) I had quite made up my 
m od that we must get out some way or otic. Vhen I cane 
on deck in the morning the w nd had gone down considera oly, 
and the ¢ new was not so stong A boa would almes 3 
able to ow against it, anyhow oie cotld be eas‘d away by a 
Ihe fiom the stern, and keep on tiki sotnd age the e, while 
we “kedged” the Jam with her anchor just clou of the 
bottom But before having recottse tot 15 last expedient, T 
wold make aiolher allen pt to go agamst Loe wind and the 
cunent ‘The crimes were aiducd to put o1 as much 
pressure of steam as they cared, and the /vaw vis mped 01 
at hea lop speed Our sirpiuse was not small wien we saw 
that we were making way, and even ita tole ark ute Soon 
we were out of the sound or © Knipa ’(n ppet) as we c aristencd 
at, and corld beat ort Lo ser woth stcam and sad OF eot ase, 
we had as ustal, contrary wind, aid thick werher ‘hue 
1s ample spate nvtcen ove yawe be af vest cc an thes 
quaters c) 

Neat day we kept on Te vung ndithward [twee 1 the ed. of 
the ree and the hind ‘The open channel wes bicad to beg nt 
with, but farther north st became so nanow het we cot ld often 
See the coast when we, put abort at tle cage of the ice At 
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this me we pacsed many unkiown ishaids and g otps o 
islands ‘hee was evidently plenly of occupat on here, far 
any one y 10 covle spuc be t ac, am making. sore of toe 
coast Ou yoyrge had anotl ct arm, ard cil tut we could do 
was to make a few occas onl méasmenens of the sane 
nue as Node 1sk old had made efore 5 

On August 25th, T noted 11 my diuy Gt the aficinoon 
we had sever isancs 11 sght ‘Licey wore hgher than 
tiose we had secn before, aid cons sted of precip tous lls 
Tiere weie also smal gl cters on S16w Felds, and the rock 
formiuion showed clear traces of eros on by ice of snow, ths 
bang especially the cose 01 the Ingest tsland, where thee 
were cvcn small valleys partially fled wit) snow 

‘This 1s the recotd of August 26t1 “ Many new islands in 
vauious directions There aie here,’ the diary continues, any 
number of unknorn sdancs, 90 many Uae ones head gers 
confused in tiying to keep account of them all In the momnmng 
we passcd a very 1ocky one, and beyond 1 1 saw two othe s 
After them land on islands faithe: to the noth and stil moie 
to the noitheast. We had to go out of ow course 11 the 
afternoon, because we dared not pass helween two large isl nds 
on account of possile shorls Tre islands were 1ound in 
form [ke tiose we had seen farther sac< bul were of a good 
height Now we held cast agan with fou bigg sh islands ind 
two islets in the oftng On our other side we presently hada 
line of flat islands wts steep shores ‘Tie channel was far 
fiom safe hee. 11 the evening we suddenly notired lige 
stones stand sg up those the water among sume ce floes close 
on our port bow ard ©1 out slarboatd scam was a shoal witt 
st anded ice flocs We sgt uled but fotnd over 21 fathons 
of watei ” « 

T think this w Il st fre to ge an tdea of the natute of ths 
coast. Its belt of ssermes thotgh a certaimly cannot -be 
classed wth the Nommegan one, 15 yet ¢f the kine that it 
wotld be dfheult to fire encept off glacier formed coasts, 
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This tends to shengthen the opiion I had formed of the c 
having been a glacial period in the erlier history of this pail 
of the world also Ol Lae coast isc, We un oitinilely saw 
too ttle at any distance hen which we catld get ut ccatate 
idea of ts foamaton and nalinc, We cotld ‘ot keep nen 
land, pattly because of the tick weather, vid partly because 
cf the numbet of iskaids, ‘Lhe } ttle T did see was eroug 1 ta 
give me the coi cton that tie wtua coast lie d ffir essen 
tally from the one we kiow fon man, os och noe 
winding and 1ide ited than it 15 shown to be, T ever, several 
times, thought that I saw the opeiungs into deep fjords and 
more than once the stspcon oceuned to me that this wis 
a typical fjord country we were sa ling past im spite of the luls 
being co npaia tvely low and rounded, In th supposition I 
was to be corfi med dy our expe icnces fathe noth 

Ow recoid of August 27th icads as follows ‘Steamed among 
a yauely of small islands andislets, “wh ck fog m the moining 
At 12 noon we saw a smal is and ight ahead, ind therefore 
cianged ow comse and wort noth We were soon close ty 
the ice, and after 311 the afternoon held noith vast along its 
edge. Sighted land when tie fog cleared 4 little, and were 
about a mile off it at 7 pm 

Tt was the same sti ated 1ouided lind, cove ed with clay 
and lage and snall stones st ewn over moss aid griss Dats, 
Before us we saw po nts and head aids, w tr ts mds ot lside, 
and sounds and fjords between , bet twas ul locked up 11 1c 
and we could not see far for the og ‘Ticic was that stianpe 
Archie hush and misty light over everytr ag that gicyish 
whie lght cased by the icflecuop from tre ie berg cast 
Iigh mmto the an against misszs of vapom, the dak land 
offer ng a woiderful contirst =We were not sure whether ths 
was the Jaxd neat Tamur Sound, or that by Cape Palander, 
but were agieed that in any case it woud 2 best to holda 
nerthen y (ourse, $0. a3 to heep clear of Almgtists Islands, 


* which Noidenshiold marty on his map as |yiag. off Pamur 
’ . 
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Ts'aid If we sraped QOUL COLTS fur gue watch nou or 
north to west, we chotld be safe after that, and be able agar 

to hold farther east But we miscalelaicd after all At mid 
night we turned netth-castward, and at 4 am. (August 98th 
land appevred out of the fog vbout hilfa mile off — 1t scemec 
to Sveidiup, who was on deck, the highest that we had seer 
snee we left Noway He consequently took it to be the 
mainfand, and wisicd to keep well outside of at, but was 
oliged to tun fiom this course because of icc, We held tc 
the WSW and 1 was rot ull 9 am. that we rounded the 
western point of a Ja ge island, and covld stec: north aga n 
Tast of us were many islands o1 points w th solid ice between 
them, and we followed the edge of the ice All the moining 
we went nowt atong tle land agunst a strong ctrrent = =Theie 
seemed to be no end to this land — Its discrepancy with every 
known map giew moie and mote remaitable, and I was in no 
sl’ght dilemma, We had for lo 1g been fu to the noith of the 
most norther1 island ndicated by Nordensk old.* My diary 
this day tells of gieat unceituaity. “Tus land (or these 
islands, 01 whatever it 18) goes confoundedly far north. If it 
18a g oup of islands they me toleiably luge ones It hag often 
the appearance of connected land, with fyoids and points, but 
the weather is too thick for us Lo get a prope: view...) Can 
ths thit we aie noy coasting along be the ‘Tamur Island of 
the Russia maps (c1 more precise y, Laptel’s map) and ts it 
sepmated fiom the inainland by the bioad strait mdicated by 
him, whilst Nordcnskiolds ‘Tamu Island is what Lapteff has 
mapped as a projectiig tongue of land? Ths supopsition 
would explam everything and our obscivations would also fit 
in with it Is at pessible that Noidenskio d fourd this strait, 
and took it fo. Tamu: Strait, wh Ist m ieality it was a new 





* Tt ss true that im Ins accoi nt of the voyage he expressly stares that the 
contiiued very thich fog prevented,ts fiom dong maic tl an map yng 
aut most vaguely the islands among and pist which the Vega sought ier 
way Ss 
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one; and that he saw Alnqui ts Ishinds, but had no cusp’ on 
that Taimur Isiand lay to the outside of them? The d ifctulty 
aout ibs explanation is tiat the Russian maps mak no 
islands round Taimtr Isltnd Tt as inco aeavable that anyone 
should have travel ed all about here in sledges without séci 1g 
all these small islands that 1 ¢ scattered around & 

“Tn the afternoon, the water gauge of the bower got choked 
up; we had to stop to haye at repcd_ an] ticrefore mide 
fast 10 the cdge of the ice §=We spent the (me ir tak og in 
diunkiig water. We foun» pool on the ice 0 small that we 
thought xt would only do to beg n with; but t evident y had a 
‘subterranean’? communication with othe: fesh water ponds 
on the floe To our aston shment st proved imextustible, 
however much we scooped. In the eyenmeg we stood im to 
the head of an ice bay, which opencd out opposite the most 
yorthenn island we then had ins ght There was no prssage 
beyond The bioken duiftice lay pgcked sc close 11 on the 
unbiocen land ice, that 1 was impossi ole to tll where the one 
ended and the otha began We corle see islands still farther 
to the north east Tiom the atmosphere it scemed as if there 
might also be oper wate: im that dircet on, To the north i 
all looked vety close, but to the west there was an open water- 
way as fai as one could see fiom the mastherd, Twas in some 
doubt as to what should be dose, “There was an ope 1 channel 
for a short way up prst the north point of the nearest islird, 
but farther to the erst the ice secmed to be close, Tt might 
be possible to force our way through there, but it was just a6 
likely that we should be frozen m, so I hovght it more 








* Tata, when L ad amyest gate 1 the state of miitters outside Norden 
skicld’s Taunin fs vie, it see ned fo m> € al the eine remare a opt ul here 
witvaven beitert i ny wiio sl. ge expec ter cee fo metme Lie cost 
of tity fofaa , witiont see’ny Af uqust’s Is rads, which lig so nem, or 
Instance, fo Cape Taptc (at they ou sht to be seca even risa tnek 
weather Tt woule be es, excusable to omit markisg these islands, which 
are much fthycr, then ta cot the smaff ones lying off tl e coast of the large 
shad (or as £ now consider it, pr up of Jarge islinds) we were at prose it 
shitiig 
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judicious to go back and make anothe attempt between these | 
islands and that main‘iid, whit T bad sore Gi frelty 1 
beheving that Sverd up had seen in the moni ng ee , 

‘Thusday, August goth St foguy weathe Ney 
jslands were obser cd o1 the way back Sve ditps igh 
land dd not come ta mich = It lied out to be ar istind 
and that alow one Tt 1s wondeifil the way t1 gs Joon vp 
in the fog ‘Ths reminded me of the sto y of tre pilot at 
home in the Jro0a< Ciannel Te suddenly saw and r ght 
11 front, and gave the order ‘Lull speed astery 7 "Ten they 
approached cateft lly and found tiat it was half a bal ng can 
float ng in the water 

After pass ng a great number of new islands we got mo 
open water off Tarnut Island and stca ned 11 still weather 
through the sound to the noth east. At five in tre alte noor 
I saw from the crowsnest thek ike aiead, which blocked 
further progress. It stretched fron La nur Isla id) ght across 
to the islands sout! of 12 On the ie, beuded seals (phoct 
bar bata) were to b2 seen in all diect ons, and we saw one 
walrus. We approtched the ice to make fast to af, but the 
Fram had got mto a deac water and made hardly any way, 11 
spite of the engine going full pressure Tt was such slow wok 
that I thotght I vould row ahcad to shoot sal In the 
meaiume the Aram advanced slowly to the edge of the ice 
with her machmery still go ng at full speed, 

To the moment we had sinply to gse up ul thoughts of 
getting on It was most likely, rdced, that 01 y a few m les 
of sold ice lay between us and the probably open ‘Ta mur 
Sea; but to lncak through this ice was an impossib ity It 
was téo thick and there werg no openings in it. Norden 
skiold had steamed thiough here eale1 in the year (August 
18th, 1878) without the shghtest hindiance,* aid here, per 





* In his account of hs voyige Nordenskiold whites as follows of the con 
dition of this channel ‘We weie met by only small quintitics of thdt 
sort of ice which has a layer of fresh water ice on the top of the salt, and 
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haps, om hopes, for ths year at any rite, were to be wmeched, 
It was not possible that the ice should inclt before w iter set 
ya .eniest ‘The only thing to save 1s world be amoper 
sto m fiows the south sess Ovi other sl shi hope tay 1 the 
possibility that Noidens, sld’s Tamm Sornd fr ther south 
might be open, and tiat we m ght nanige to get bie Fram 
tnough therc, im sp te of Noidenskiold haying s1 d disttactly 
“that it is too shallow to a ow of tie pasege of vessels of 
ary size” 

After having been out in the kayak aid boat and shot some 
seals, we went on to anchor in a by that lay rather farther 
south, where it scemed as if there would be vhittle shelter in 
case of a storm, We wanted now to have a thorough clean- 
mg out of the borei, a yery necessary ope at on, It took us 
more than one watch to stean a d starce we could have rowed 
wm balfar how on ess We could hardy get on at aa for Cie 
dead water, and we swept tre whole sea aloig with us Its a 
pecufia phenomeno., t1s dead watel. We iid at presert a 
better opportunity of sti dying it than we desicd — ft oceu s 
where a surface Injen of fies water rests upon the salt warer 
of the sea, and this fiesh water 1s curicd along with the ship, 
giiding on the heavier sca beneath as if on a fixed foundation, 
The d ference between the two stata was in 118 case So great 
that while we had darth ng water on the suifice the witer we 
got fiom the bottom cock of the eng, nercor was fu too silt 
to be used for the boiler Derd water ma nfests itself im the 
form of Isiger on smi tert pples or waves stretch ng across the 
wake the one behind the other, ars ng somcti nes as far for 
wad as vmost amids ups We made loops th ovr course, 
turned so nclimes ight round, tread all sors of artes fo get 
clear of u, but to very litUe’pmpore. Me moment the 
engine stopped t sce ned as if the ship wae steked back 





wenotcals wit wasil pellog fad orina ne Tlady tiny that 
wé came all diy on a sir gle piece of age big enough to have cuttp a scal 
upon.’ . 
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In spite of the Z7am's we ght, ind the momentum she usually 
has, we could in the present ristinee go vt full speed tll 
within 1 fathom ot two of the edge of the ice, and hardly feet 
as toc’e wncen she toucnec, 

Just a We wore app oaching we sia fox jumping back 
wards and forwads on the ice, takiig the most wonderful 
leaps, and enjoyrig }fe = Sverdiup sent a ball from the fore 
castle which put an end to it on the spot 

About midday two beus wae seen on Jand, out they die 
appeared before we got i to shoot the n 

The number of seals to be secn in every ducct on was some 
thing extraoidinary, and it seemed to me that this would be 
an urcommonly good hinting giound — The flocks I saw ths 
fist day on the ice 1c maded me of the crested seal hunt ng 
grounds on the west coast of Greenland. 

‘Lhis expeuence of ours may appear to contiast slrangely 
with that of the Vega Expedition, ° Noidenskiold wittes of this 
sea, compariig it with the sea to the naith and cast of Spitz 
hergen -— Another suuicng diffurence is the scarcity of 
warm blooded animals in this region as yet unvisited by the 
hunter We had not seen a single bird in the whole comse of 
the day, a thing that had never befoie happened to me ona 
summet voyage in the Arctic 1egions; and we had haidly scen 
a scal” The fact that they had not secn a seal is simply 
enough explained by the absence of ice Jiom my ipics 
sion of it, the region must, on the contrary, abound in seals, 
Norde ishiold himself says that ‘num se15 of seals, both Asoc 
larbata ard fhoca hispida, were to be seen” on the ice in 
‘Tamar Straits. 2 

So this was all the progress we had made up to the end of 
August, On August 18th, 1878, Noidenskiold had passed 
through this sound, and on the toth and 2oth passed Cape 
Chelyusk n, but here was an impenctiable mass of jee tose 
on to the land lying in our way at the end of the month. ‘The* 
plospect was anything but checiing, “Were the many prophets 
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of evil there 1s never aay seaicily of ‘Aum to prove i ght 
even at this ea'y stage of the 1idertaking? No ‘The 
Tamur Strait mist be attempted, and should this attempt 
ful, anothe: last onc srould be made outsde all the uhacs 
again, Possibly Lie ice masses out Crere mught in (ie mewn. 
time have dified and left m operway. We could rot stop 
hee 

September cime in with a still nelancholy snowhll; and 
this desolate Iand with it) low, rounded he, ts, soon lay 
under a deer coyerng — It did not add to om cheerful ess to 
gee winter thus gently aid notsclessly ushered ur aftcr an all 
too short summer 

On Septe nber 2nd the boiler was ready at ast, was filled 
with fresh water fiom the sca suiface, and we prepared to 
statt While this preparation was going on, Syerditp and I 
weat asha.e to have a look alter iendee ‘whe snow was 
lying tluck and if it had not been sotwet we could have used 
ow snowshoes, As it was, we tiampcd about in the heavy 
sush without tiem, and without sceong so mich ay the track 
of a beast of any kind A foiloin laid, indeed = Most of tre 
bnds of passage bad alicady taken then way south; we had 
met small flocks of them at sca = ‘Lhey were collecting for the 
great fhyhl Lo the sunshine, and we poor souls could not bclp 
wishing that it were possible to seid news and giect ng with 
them, A few solituy Arcue and od nary gulls weic our only 
company now. One dayT found a belated uagylc of a poose 
silt ng on the edge of the 1¢e 

We steamed south in the evening, but still fc lowed by the 
cead water Accord g to Noide wkioids map, it was*only 
about 20 miles to Taimur Start? but we were the whole night 
doing this distance Our specd was icduced to about a fifth 
part of what it would otherwise have been, At 6 am, (Sep 
tember 311) we got m among some thin ice that sciaped the 
dead water off us, ‘the change was noticeable at once. As 
the Fram cut into the ice crust she gave a sort of spring 

} ’ 
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maad, and, after this, went or at her ond aary speed; 
al Tunecforta we had very lute vote voce wal Coad 
ater , 

We fourd what recordiag to the nap was Tama St ait 
rt Vy blocked w th ce, and we ted fatthe sovth, to sec if 
c could not come 1 pod some other strait or passyge Tt was 
ola easy rnute, f dng ou way by the nap. We hada ot 
ren Tlovgaard’s Tstands, marked as ly 1g north of the cntiance 
> Taner Stats vet the weather was so beact ft ly clea 

iat it seemed unl cely trey could have eseapcd us if they ay 
here Nordenskiv¢ 9 sketch map paccs thent On the other 
and, we sw sever slands in the off ig ‘These, however, 
yso far out that it is not p obable that Nordenskiold saw 
em, as the weather was thick when he was here ; and, besides, 
fo impossiile that maids ty 1g many m tes out at sea cor Id 
ave been mapped as close to land, with only a nurow sound 
parating them fiom tt, Farther south we fornd + nartow, 
pen strait o1 fjord which we steamed into, in order, if pos 
dle, to get some Letter tdea of the he of the land = I sat up 
1 the crows nest, hoping for a general clearing up of matters ; 
ut the prospect of tus seemed to recede farther aid farther 
Vhat we now had to the north of us, and what I had taken to 
@ a ptojection of the mainland proved to be an wland 5 but 
1¢ fjotd wourd on futher inland Now it got naiower-— 
teseitly it widercd ott agam ‘The mystery thekened, 
ould this be ‘Lamu St ait after all? A dead calm on tic 
i Fog evetywhere over the land = Te was wel ngh impos- 
ble to distingu sh the smooth suifice of the wate: fiom the 
ve and the ice from the s iow covercd land, = Mscryth ag 15 so 
iangely still and dead The sca rses and fals with each 
vist of the fjord throtgh the silent land of msts Now we 
ave oper water aheid, now more icc, and it 16 imposuble 
3 make sute wher itis, Zs ths Tamur Stat? Are we 
etting thiough? A whole year is at ‘stake = Nol! 
ete we stop—nothing but ice ahead+ No} itis only smooth 
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water with the snowy find eflec¢ din i ths ase oe 
Tannin Strut 

But now we hid sever luge ce floes vhead, and st wis 
dificult to gel on, so we ancho ed Wrtpo uy ragood, site 
harbom, to make a close ims c on We now «se ovaicd 
that ¢ ws a strong tdalc nent lat wis cuay rg be ae Noe 
wth t, and here cor d be no doc at thit re wis st tit we 
were ying i) Tiowed ot n the ever 1¢ Lo shoot some ser 
taking for the pt pose my most p cc ors weapor, vd out le 
barcllcd Tvpiess uifle cine 977) As wewe e1itie act of 
taking a scalsh 1 or bord, the boat heeled oye, £1 pped, 
and my vfle felinto the sea asad wader. Peer Lens, 
sen and Bentven, who were rowing me, took t so Lo haut thit 
they could not speac for some ume ‘They ceckued that it 
would never do to leave the valuaale gun ly ig there 11 5 
fathoms of water So we rowed to tie vam for Lic necessay 
apparatus, and diagged the sot for seve al hours, well on tito 
ihe duk, gloomy nght Wore we were thus enploycd, a 
beaded seal cucled :onnd indiound 1s bool ng ip us bg, 
startied face now on otc side of us nowon he othet, and 
always coming neater, it was evidently artots to find out 
what our nght work migit be Cherit dyed over and over 
again, probably to see how the diagz 3g was gelling on , Was 
it afiaid of ow finding the fle? AL last it beca ne too intu 
sve. I took Peters 1 fe, aid put a bul though its head, 
but it sadk before we co Idacach ft, and we gave up the whole 
besiness an despri J’ ¢ dass of that fle saved the Life at 
maw aseal, vid acot it hades tare 428. 

We took vie boet aga. pee dy and .owel erst vai! to 
find out if there ically was 1 pass tye for us thio igh this stout 
Tt had tumed cecld dian ag the Aight, and snow had fallen, so 
the sea ound the /7am wis covcied with toler wbly thick siow 
ie, aid it cost 13 a good deal of exert on to bicak thor gh at 
into oper water with the boat I thorgit ¢ poss ble that the 
land faither in on the north s de of the strait m ght be that in 
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the ne ghoouthood of Act nia Bay, whee the Mya hed lan, 
but I sought im yi for the ca’ n ciected tive by No der 
scold, a d presently discovered to my astonish cnt that ct vas 
o1y asmall island, ind that tus island hy on the sorts 6 de 
of the puncipal cacaace wo Wan Stat “abe slat was 
vefy broad here, ard I felt pretty certari that 1 saw whe ¢ the 
rei Act mia Bay cut into the land fai to the noit 1 

We were hingiy now, and were picpu ng to take a meal 
before we rowcd on fiom the tslaid, when we discovcied, to 
ou d sippointment, that the buttct hid been fo gotten We 
crammed down the dty biscuits as best we could, and wor ved 
oul Jaws Lull they wee stiff on the pieces we managed to hack 
offa hard dnedieindem chine Whe1we were t red of cating, 
thoi gh anything but sat sfied, we set off, giving this poit tie 
name of “Cape Butteiless We rowed fa in though the 
stuat, and it seemed to us to be a good passage for sups, 8 or 
9 fathoms rght up tothe shoie Ilowever, we were stopped 
oy ice in the evening. and, as wean vie risk of peing floszen 
miif we pushed o2 any farther, I thought it best to tun We 
ceitainly ran no danger of staiviig, for we saw fiesh tracks, 
both of bears and 1emdee1, everywhere, and there were plenty 
of seals in the water, but I was afiard of delaying the “am in 
view of the possibility of progicss m another dicction 0 
we toiled back against a strong wind, not scaching the ship 
tll next moining ; and this was none too carly, fo , presently 
we were in the midst of a storm 

On the subject of the navigability of Taimur Suiait, Norden- 
sluold writes that, ‘ accoiding to sound ngs made by Liew 
tenant Pa andc1, it 15 obstructed by rocky siallows, and being 
aso full of stioig cuuents, it is hac y advisable to sal 
tliough if, at lewst watil che dnection of these cuients has 
been casefally inves. gated” TI have nothmg particular to add 
to this, except that as alicady mentioned, the channel was 
clear as fax as we penetrated and had the appeaiance of being 
prectictble as far as I could see £ way, therefore, Ceicy nmed 
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the Zvam. ; : 
The sth of Septe nba prourht snow wilr t LP eueey 


which stead ly grew shower When t to relly the 
Teg ng ia he even ng we con patt ated Crh other on be 4g 
gafe on boud it would rol Lave been ai etsy n tice to Low 
back today But altogether L wir d nits vet. 7 he & Was 
some ch mce, indecd, that this wind misht ooscn the ice fa ha 
noith, and yesterd ys capcricn 68 had giver me the hope 
of bung able in cise of reces tty, to fo ceaw y throt ph dhs 
stat, but now the wiid was stead ly Cuv yy aI_er Mas sch of 
sce m pasl ts y and ths approach of wintc Wis vung it 
might quite well be on us in ca rest befo cary channel wis 
opened I ted to 1ceconcile mysilf to the idea of w nteting in 
our present sunoundings I had alicady laid all the plans for 
the way ‘n which we woe to occupy omsclves dui g the 
coming you. Besides an invest gat on of ths coast, which 
offeicd yoblems eno oh to solve ye were to explore the 
unknown inteor of the ‘Lamu Pentisulat 4 tt actoss to Lie 
mouth of the Clatanga, Witi o11 dogs and snow shoes we 
should be able to go far and wide, so the year vould not hea 
lost one as regatded geog why and gcclogy But no I 
could not recone le myself to iL Icorld iot A yen of ones 
life was a yeu, and our expedit on prom sed Lo be a long one 
at best. What tor mented me most was the rcflechon that af 
the ice stopped to now, we could have io su inee that at 
would not do the same at the sume time neat yor. Tt has 
been observed so often that several bad iceycus come 
together, and this was evide tly rore of Lic best Tlongil 
would hardly covfes the feclmy ot dee ion cven ta myself, 
T must say Wnt it War tue ort Nal toes I by -hose mm sats, 
watt steep came and can cd me off into tie Jand of forget 
fulness. 

“Wednesday, the 6 h of Septe n cr, was the amuversriy of 
smy weddthg day Twas supcrst lous enough to feel, when I 
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awoke in the mommng, that this dty would bring a change, it 
one we eco in,ata ‘Lie sto nid gone dow 1a htt ¢, big 
st ipeeped olf aad feseened >» g ite The wrid qeicted 
down altogeticr n tre cou se of the afte noor, tle weat rer 
beegn ager n rid oeat fi’, "T1e suit to tie rity of uy, 
such was blocked before with solid ace bad been swept open 
ytiestorn, > L tie stirt to tie cast, wie e we had deed 
with the boat wis fo ny Dlocsed rnd af we hid not tired 
wici we dd torat eve mig, we shou d rave 9e¢1 there yel, ard 
for 1a ore crows aewloig [et seened to us not inpio noe 
that the ice between Cape Fapteli and Almas Ishinds 
meght e biocc1 up = We, the eforc, got up stcam ard set 
off ncith abort 630 p.n to ty our failure once moe I felt 
quite sure that the day would bi wots luck = ‘The weather 
was stl bel fu, ard we were thororgiy enjoying the sin 
shine, Tt was such an unusual thing that Noidahl, when he 
was wothiig among the cos in the hold in the afternoos, 
mistook a surbern fall #z through the hatch on the coal dust 
for a plank, and Jcaned ha d on it Ile was not a little sta 
pi sed when he fell ight through it on to some uon lumber 

Tt became more and mote difficult to make anything of the 
land, and ou obser at on foi lat lude at noon cid not help to 
clear up mattais Tt placed 1s at 76° 2’ no th Iautude, ot 
ajout r¢ mies fon what is marked as the maiiland o1 
Noidenskiwlds ot Boves map — It was hai y to be expected 
that these should be correct, as the weather seems to have 
been foggy the 10 e t me the explonets were he ¢ 

Nor were we successful in finding Tovgaard » Isla ids as we 
saled north Whn I supposed that we wae off tacm, yust 
oithe north 5 de of the catance to fami Stat, I saw, to 
my surprise, a higi mouaitein almost d rectly noth of us, 
which seemed as if it n ust be 01 the mainland. What could 
be the explanation of this? T began to have a giow ng 
suspic on that tis was a regular labyrinth of islands we had 
got into We wer? hoping to riyest “gate aid clear up the 
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matter, when thick weather, w th sleet ard aa, most ficor 
yeniently came on, and we had to leave tlus p obk u for the 
future to solve 

The mist was thick, «md soon the di knoss of n ght sas 
added to it, so that we could not set lid at any g cal diss 
tance. It might seem rather risky to push ahead now, but it 
was an opportunity not to be lost We slickened speed a 
Ittle, and kept on along the coast all n gil, im ireadiiess to 
tuin as soon as land was observed ahead — Sat sfied that 
things were in good hands, as it was Sve drup’s watch, I lay 
down in my beith with a hghter maid thm I had had fo 
long 
At 6 oclock next moiming (September 7th) Syerdiup 
roused me with the information that we had passed Taimm 
Island, o1 Cape Laptefi, at 3 a.m and wue nowat Taimum 
Bay, but with close ice and an island ahead It was posstsle 
that we might reach the island as a channel sad just opened 
(arough the ice im that ditcchion, but we were at present ina 
teauig “whulpool” curent, and should be obliged to put 
back for the moment. After breakfast I went up iito the 
crowsnest It was Iiillant sunshine I found that Sver 
drups Island must be mamland which, hovevet, stretched 
remaikably far west compaicd with that given on themaps I 
could stl see ‘Lat nur Istand behind me, and the most ¢rsterly 
of Alinquist s Islands lay gleaming n the st1lo thenoth, It 
was a long sandy point that we had aheid, and I could follow 
the land in a southerly di ection till wt disappeared on the 
hor zo1 at the head of tlhe bay in the south =Phen thera was 
asmall str p wl cre no land, only opcn water, could be made 
ot After that the land emerge oa the west side of the bay, 
stictching townads Tamur Island With ils he ghts and 
ound knolls this land was essent ally diffeiert from the low 
coast on the east side of the bay 
. To the moith of the point ahead of us I saw open water, 
the1e was some ice between us and it, but the Zam foiced 
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her way through Won we got out, 1 ght off the pout I 
was surprised to notice the sea suddenly covered with piown 
clayey water. It could not be a deep layer, for the track we 
left behind was quite clear The glaycy wate: seemed to he 
skifMmed to either side by the passage of the ship. I oideted 
soundings to he taken, and found as I expected, shallower 
water [ist 8 fathoms, then 64, then 54 I stopped now, and 
backed = ‘Lhings looked very suspic ous, and round us ice- 
floes lay st anded, ‘Tiere yas also a very stroig cu tent 
winning noth cast Constartly sound 1g, we again went 
slowly forwards Tortunately the lead went on siow 1g 5 
fathoms. Presently we got 1ito deeper water 6 fathoms, 
then 6} and now we weut on at full speed agan, We were 
soon out into the clear bluc wate: on the other side Thee 
was quite a sharp boundary ine between the biown surface 
water and the clear blue, he muddy water cvidently came 
fiom some tiver a | tile farther south 

From this pomt the fand tended back im an easterly direc. 
tion, and we held east and noth east +1 the open water be 
tween it and the ice In the afternoon this channel grew 
very barrow, and we got nght under the coast, wheie it again 
slopes noith, We kept close along it m a very narrow cut, 
with a depth of 6 to 8 fathoms but n the evening had to stop, 
as the ice lay packed close inte the s1ore ahead of us 

This land we had been cowting along bore a stiong re 
semblance to Yahnal ‘Lhe same low plaims, 1smy ve y litle 
above the sea and not sisidle at any gicat distance It was 
perhaps rather more undulatng At ore o1 two plrecs I 
even saw some ridges of a certain elevation 1 litt ¢ way 1ilaid, 
The shore the wiole way seemed to be formed of strata of 
sand and cliy, the maigiy sl3p ng steeply to the sca 

Many 1¢ndeer heids we c to be seen on the plau‘ns, ad 
next mo nng (September 8th) IT went on shore 01 a hug 
expediton ITaving shot on2 remdger, IT wis gp my way 
farther inland in search of more when T made a surprising ‘tis. 
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covery, which attracted all my altent on, and made me quite 
foiget the ezand I had come on. It vasa )...ge Gord catung sts 
way in through the land to the north of me, Iwent as faras pos 
sible to find out all I cotld about it but did not mange to see 
the end of 11 So far as I could see, it was a fne bioad shect-of- 
watei, shetchmg eastwaids to some blue mot ntains far, far 11- 
land, which, at the extreme hm ¢ of my vis on, seemed to slope 
down to the water Beyond them I could d stingursh noth113, 
My wag nation wis fied, and for a momer tit seemed to me as 
af this m git almost beast at, stretch nga ght acroes the aid 
here, and makiig wislaid of tac Chelyuskin Pe unsult Bet 
probably it was only a river, which w dened out near its mouth 
into a broad lake, ag several of the Stvertarisesdo, Allabout 
the clay plains I was tramp ig over, enormous enatic blocks, of 
yerious furu ativus, lay scattered = Taey car oily “ave been 
*biought here by the gieat glacteis of the Ice Age Tiere was 
not much life to be seen Bes des ie ideci the e was just a few 
willow grouse, sow buntings, and sn py; and I saw tricks of 
foxes ind lemmisgs  ‘Ehis farthest north pa tof Sibe 215 quite 
uninhabited, ard has probably not been vsted even by the 
wande ig nomads However, I sw a ce rcuar moss heap on 
a plata fa nland, which looked as f it might be the wor< ot 
man’s hind. Peihaps, after all, some Sanoyede had beer 
lee col ect ng moss for Ins re ndeer ; bit it must have beer 
long ago, for the moss Jooked qute blick and rotten ‘The 
heap was quite possibly only one of Nituie’s freaks—she is 
often cap. claus 

What a constant aiterna ion of = gat inc shadow tiere 1s 11 
ths Arctic land When I weit up to lie crows rest nest 
moiring (SeptemLer gti), Tsaw that the we to the north 
tad loosened fton the land, avd I cotld trace a crannel 
which m ght lead us noithyards 1ito open water, I at once 
gave the order to get up steam, Toe baro neler was certainly 
low lower than we had ever hid u yet; it was down to 
73¢mm (28°83 inches) p the wind was blowing in heavy squalls 
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off the land, and sn on the plains the gusts were whiling up 
clouds of stad aad dust 

Sverdrup thought it would be safir to stay where we wee, 
but at would be too ainaying ta miss this splehdid oppor- 
tity: and the sunshine was so beautiful, and the sky so 
sm ling andicassuting. I gave onders to set sail, and soon we 
wele pushing on northwards through the ice under steam and 
wth every stitch of canvas tint we could crowd on Cape 
Chelyuskin must be vanquished = Never had the Zam gone 
so fast, she made mote than 8 knots by the log, it seemed 
as though she knew how much depended on hei getting on, 
Soon we were though the ice and had open wate: along the 
lavdas fu as the cye couldrcach We passed point alter pomt, 
discover ng new fjords and islands on the way, and soon I 
tocugit that I caught a gl mpse through the laige telescope of 
some mountains far away noith; they must be in the neigh- 
bomhood of Cape Chelyuskin itself. 

‘The land along whiéh we to day coasted to the notthwad 
was qunte low, some of 14 lice what I had seen on shoe the 
pevious day. At some distance from the low coast, fanly 
h gh mountuns or mountun shuns were to be seen Some 
of them seemed to consist of horizontal sedimentary schist , 
they weie flat topped, with piccipitous sides, Further inland 
tie mountings were all white with snow At one pont it 
seemed as if the whole 1ange were covered with a sheet of ice, 
or great siow field that spread itself down the sides, At tie 
cdge of this shect I could sec projecting masses of rock, but 
ill the ine: part was spotless wlute, It scemed almost too 
contintious and even to be new snow and looked hke a perma. 
nent snow ma ile oe 

Nordenskiold’s map marks at this place, “high mounta’n 
chains inland, ’ and this agrees with om obsei vations, though 
T cannot assert that the mou itains are of any considerable 
he'ght. But when, in agreement with, earlier maps, he matks f 
at the same place, “‘h gh rocky coast,” lus tet ns ate oper to , 
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objection The coast is, as already mei toned, qt te low, uid 
consists, i great part at least, of layers of clay or loose earth 
Noidenskiold either took this last descuption from the eahe, 
unrehable maps, or possibly allowed himself to be m sled by 
the fog which beset them during ther voyage m these waters “~~ 

In the evening we were appioaching the noth end of the 
land, but the cunent, which we had had with us earlier in the 
day was now against us, and it seemed as if we were never to 
get past an island that lay off the shove to tie north of us 
The mountain he ght which I had seen at am caler how 
through the telescope, lay heie some way inliid It was flat 
on the top with piecipttous 91 les, hike those mountains last ¢ . 
scribed, It seemed to be sandstone or basaltic rock ; only the 
honzontal strata of the ledges on its sdcs weic not visible I 
calculated its height at 1,000 to 1,500 feet Out at sca we 
saw several new islands, the neaiest of them being of some 
B1Ze, 

The moment seemed to be at hand when we were at last to 
round that point which had haunted us for so long the 
second of the greatest difficulties I expected to have to 
overcome on this expedition, I sat up in the ciow’s nest 
in the evening, looking out to the noth The land was 
low and desolate ‘The sun had long since gone down 
behind the sea, and the dieamy evening sky was ycllow and 
gold, It was lonely and still up heie, high above the water. 
Only one sla. was to be seen It stood straight above Cape 
Chelyuskin, shming cleaily and sadly in the pale sky As we 
suled on and got the cape more to the cast of us, the star went 
with it; it was always there straight above =I could not help 
ating watching it It seemed to h&ve sone charm for me, 
and to bring such peace. Was it my star? Was it the spitit 
of home following and smiling to me now? Many a tiought 
tt brought to me, as the Zvam toiled on though the melan- 
choly night, pass the noitheinmost port of the old world 

Towards morning we were off what we took to be actually 
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the nn derrex emty We stand 11 nea Jond, and at tae 
clange of the watch, eaactly at fou o’clock, om flags wee 
hoisted, and out three last caitudges sent a thundcing salute 
over the set. Almost at the sfme moment the sun rose 
Phen our poctic doctor burst foith mlo the follow ng touching 
Ties 


“CU go the flags, off goes the gun; 
Tie clock sli hes fom and lo, the sta’ 


As the sun 10se, the Chclyt skii trol, that had so long had 
usm his power was banncd = We had escaped the danger of 
a Wintel $ imprison nent o1 this coast, and we saw the way 
¢ car to ou gual, the dl ift ice to the north of the New Siberian 
T,ucs In honow of t @ occason, all haids were timed 
oil, and punch, fiut, and c gus were served in the festally 
Ighted saloon Something special in the way of a toast was 
expected on such an occasion. I lifted my glass, and made 
the followmg speech” “ skoal, my lads, and be glad we've 
passed Chelyuskin ’ Than theic was some organ playing 
ditsig which I went up into the crow’s nest agan, lo have a 
list look at the land [ now sw that the height I had 
noticed in the evening, which has alrcady been desciubed, hey 
o1 the west side of the peunsula, whie farther east a lowe 
and more rounded he ght stretches southwud, This last must 
Le the one mentioned by No densktold, and, accordi1g to his 
Cusuiption, the real noith point must he out beyond at, 50 
toat se sere aow off Koag Oscars Bay 3 bat I looved 1. wen 
througi the telescope for Nordenskiolds cam I had the 
gieatest inclination to lind, but did not ti ak that we could 
spare the ime The ba}, y uch was clea of ice at tie time 
of the Vegas visit, was now closed in with thes winter ice, 
hozen fast to the [and 

We had an open channel befoie us, but we could sce the 
edge of the d utice out at aA little farther wept we passed 
a couple of small islands, lying a short way font the cbast. | 
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We had to stop befoie noon at the north-western comer of 
Chelyuskin on account of the qh fticc, wich seemed to 1¢ac1 
rgit into the land before us ‘To judge by the duk an, thac 
was ope 1 water again on the other side of an island which fay 
ahead We landed and made stte that some starts o fouls 
o1the 1s de of tus isliid to the sout were quite closed with 
firm ice, nd in the eve wig the vam fo ced hei way through 
the drftwe o1 the ovtsde of it, We steimed aid saied 
southwards along the coast all nght max ig splerd d way; 
when the wiid was blow nz stiffest we went at the rate of 
g knots. We came upor ice every now aid then, but got 
throt gh it ersily, 

Towards morning (September r1th) we had h’gh land ahead 
and had to change om couse to due east, keeping to this all 
day. Whe. I came on deck befo ¢ noo1I saw a fine tract of 
hill county with ligh summits and valleys between It was 
the fist view of the sort since we had | left Vaido, and atte: the 
monotonous low land we had been coasting along fo months, 
it was refieshing to sce such mounta is agun. Tey ended 
with a precipitous descent to the erst, aid etwaid fiom that 
extended a perfectly flat plain In the couse of the day we 
quite lost sight of land aid stiangely enough did nat see it 
again, no did we see the islands of St Peter and St Paul, 
though, according (o tic maps, ou cou se lay close past the n, 

Thuisiay September rath, TWentrsser awoke me ths 
morning at sx wth tie information that ticre we e several 
wahtuses lying ona flog quite clove tous ‘By Jove’? Upl 
jumped and had my clothes on ina tice It was a lovely 
momng fine stil weather; tic wahuse, guflay sounded 
over to us aong the clea ice buface Whey woe lying 
crowded together on a floc a little to landwud fion us, blue 
mountains gl ttermg behind them m the sun. At last the 
hinpoons wee sharpened, guns aid cartidges ready, and 
Hemuksen, Jucll and I set off. There seemed to be a shght 
biceve from the south, se we rowed to tie noith side of the 
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floe to get to Ieewaid of tic animals, Trem time to tine 
their sentty rased his hea, but avparenty did not sce os, 
We advanced slowly, and soon weie so near that we hid to 
row very cuitiously, Jucll kept us going, while Ilencksen was 
syeacly in the bow w th a harpoon aid I behind him w tha gun 
The mome tt the sent y raised hs head the oars stopped, and 
we stood motontess, when he sunk it agali, a few more 
stioces brought us nea en. 

Rody to body thcy lay close picked on a small floe old aid 
young ones mised, Lno mous masses of flesh they were 
Now and again one of the lad es fanncd herself by moyi1g o1¢ 
of her flappers bachwa ds and foiwards over hea body, then 
she lay quiet again on her back o side, “ Good gracious 
what a ot of meat ” said Juell, who was cook, More and 
more cautiously we drew near, Woilst I sat ready w tn tne 
gua, Henriksen took a good gup of the harpoon shaft, and as the 
boat touched the floe he rose, and off flew the harpoon Brt 
it stuck too hgh glanted off the tough hide, and skipped 
over the backs of the animals, Now there was a pictty to do! 
‘Ten or twelve great weird faces glarcd upon us at once, the 
colossal creatures twisted themselves round with incredible 
celerity, and came waddlrg with lifted heads and hollow 
bellowings to the edge of the 1ce where we lay. It was wide 
miably an mpos ng sight , but I laid my gun to my shou de 
and fired at one of the biggest heads, The a imal staggered 
and then fell head foremost ito the walter. Now a ball into 
another head; ths cicatue fell too, but was abe to fl ys 
itself mto the sea. And nov the whole flock dashed in, aid 
we as well as they were hidden in spay — It had all happened 
11a few seconds But up ¢l cy came aga n unmed alely 101 ad 
the boat, the one head bigger‘and uglier than the other thet 
young ones close beside them, ‘They stood up ii ihe water, 
bellowed and ioated till the air trembled, thiew themselves 
forward towards us, then 1os¢ up agin, and new aathe 
filled the air ‘Then they rolled over and disappeart.d wth a 
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splash, then bobbed up agam, ‘Tie water foancd and ol d 
for yatds atound—the tce world that rad been so still before 
seemed ima mumcert tu have Leca tansfouncd into « tug ag 
Bedlam. Any moment we might expect to have a walrus tusk 
or two through the boat, ot to be heaved ip and caps‘zer~ 
Something of this k nd was the very least that could happen 
after sich a temible commotion But the hur y burly went on 
and noth ng ca ne of it I agam picked out my victing They 
went on bellow ng and grunting hike tie others bit witt blood 
stieam ng fion trew mouths and noses Another ball, and 
one tunbled over and floated on the waiter, now a hall to the 
second, and it did the same, Lenrksen was ready with the 
hatpoons, and sec ned them both, One move was shot, but 
we had no more harpoons, and had to str ke a sea) hook into 
it to hold tt up. Lhe hook shpped, however, and the animal 
“sank before we could save it Whist we were towmg our 
booty to an ice floe, we were still for part of the time at least, 
surrounded by waluses, but there way no use in shooting any 
mote, for we had no means of canying them off. ‘The Jyam 
presently came up and took ou two on boaid, and we were 
goon go ng ahead along the coast. We saw many wahuses im 
this part. We shot two others in the afternoon, 21d could 
have gol many moe uf we had had time to spare It was in 
tus same neighbowhood that Norde wskiold also s w one or 
two small herds, 

We now continued our course against a strong current 
southwards along the coast past the mout: of the Chatanya 
"Phis eastern part of the Taimur Peninsula ts a co noaratively 
hgh, mounta nous region, but with a lower level stretch 
betivee: the mountains and the sca—apparently the sume k nd 
of low land we had seen along tht coast al nost the whole way 
As the sea seemed to be tolerably opin and hee hom ice, we 
made several attempts to shorten ow course by lewing the 
coast and, striking across for the mouth of the Olenex ; but 
every tim’ thick 1ce drove us back to our channel by the land 
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On September rqth we wee off the land lying between the 
Chatanga and the Anabaia  Tlus also was fa ily high moun- 
tainous county with a low stip by the sea ' Is this respect,’ 
so I wite in my diay ‘this whele coast rem nds o1¢ very 

“yauch of Jadeien m No way Bit the mountains heie aie 
not so well sepa ated and ate constderably lower than those 
futher notty ‘Lhe sea is unpleisantly shallow, at one tc 
duriig the night we had only 4 fathoms, and were obliged to 
put back some distance We have tce outs de, quite close , 
but yet there is a sufficient fanway to let us push on east 
wads” 

The following day we got into good, open water, but shallow 
—never more than 6 to 7 fathoms. We heard the roaring of 
waves to the cast, so there must certainly be open water 1n that 
direction, which indeed we had expected It was plain that 
the Lena, with its masses of watm water, was beginn ng to 
asseit its fluence The sea here was browner, and showed 
signs of some muatuie 01 muddy rive: water It was also much 
less salt 

Tt wotld be foolish, I wr'le in my diay for this day 
(September rsth), “to go in to the Olenek now that we aic so 
late Even if there were 10 danger fiom shoals, it would cost 
us too much tine probably a year Besides it is by no 
means sure that the Aram can get in there at all, it would be 
avery tiesome business if she went aground in these waters 
No doubt we should be very much the better for a fuw more 
dogs, but to jose a yeai 1s too much, we shall rither head 
stra ght east for the New Stbenan Islands, now that theie is a 
good opportunity, and really bright prospects. 

“The ice here puzzles mea good deal How in the world 
18 it Not swept northwards by the cmrent which, accoiding to 
my calculations, ought to sct norli fiom this coast, and which 
indeed we ourselves have felt And it is such hard, thick few 

has the appearance of bemg several years old. Dors at come 
fiom the eastwud, o1 does it le axd grind round here 11 the 
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sea between the ‘noith gomg?’ current of the Lena aid the 
Taumm Peninsula? I cannot tell yet, but anyhow it i+ different 
fow the tua oneyer ald wwe save seen unt | now m the 
xara Sea and west of Cage Chelyusk - 

Satuuday, Seplember 16th We ace keep ng a noir 
wosluly couse (3) comptss) th orgh open water, and have got 
petty well north bet see no we ard the an is duk to the 
no thwad  Mald weatha and wit t conparativcly warm, a 
hh as 35° dah We have the cuncnt agamst us, and aie 
always considurably we t of ow rechomng — Scyveral flocks of 
cider duck were seen in tie cor s¢ of the day We ought to 
have lind to the north of us, cm it be that wh ch is keeping 
back the re?’ 

Next day we met ice, and had ta hold a! ttle to the south 
to keep cleat of it , and I began to fear thit we should not be 
able w get as fia as I had aoped. Bit 2a my aows for the 
follow 1g day (Monday Scptemba 18th) Lieid “A splendid 
el Shaped om couse noithwads, to the west of Bicikoff 

Island. Open sca, good wind fiom the west; good progiess 
Weather clear, atd we had a htle stnehiic mm the afterngon 
Now the decisive moment approaches At 12 15 shaped om 
course north to east (by compass), Now it 1s to be proved 
my theary, on which the whole expedit an is based 18 connect 
—if we are to find a lutle notti from here a north flowig 
cunent 0 fu eyerythn g 1s better than I had eapected, We 
arc im latitude 754° N, and have still open water and dak 
shy fo the noith and west In the evern g there was ice hght 
ahead and on the starboard bow. About sever I thougit 
that 1 could see ice, which, however rose sO regularly that 1 
more resembled land but 1 wep foo dark to see d stinctly It 
seemed as sf 1t might be Bickkoff Island, and a big light spat 
farther to the east might even be the rcflection from the snow- 
coyered Kotelnor I should have hiked to 1.un in here, pay 
fo sec a'hittle of this interesting island, and partly to inspect 
the stores which we knew had been deposited fot us here by 
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the friendly care of Baron von Toll, bit tne was preca > 
and lo the noith the ser secmed to] e open tous, Prospects 
were biight, and we sailed steidly northwards, wondemg 
what the morrow would brn g, Disgppointment or Hope? If 

“RR went well we should reach Sanmkoff Land that, as yet 
untiodden giound 

“Tt was a strange feel ng to be sa ling awry noth in the 
dark night to unknown lands, over an open rolling sea, where 
no ship, no boat had been before, We might have heer 
hundieds of miles ayay m more sontheily waters, the a1 was 
so m Id for September in this latte de, 

"Tuesday, September roth I have never had such 4 
splendid sail, On to the north, steadily notth, wh a good 
wind, as fast as steam and sail can take us, and open sca m le 
after mile, vatch after watch, through these unknown 1eg.015, 
always cleaier and clearet of ice one might almost say! How 
Jong will this last? The eye always tuins to the northward as 
one paces the bridge IL gazing into the future. But theic 3s 
always the same dark sky ahead, which means open sca My 
plan was standing its test It scemed as if luck had becn on 
our side ever since the 6th of September. We sec nothing 
but clean water’ as Henukscen answeied fron the crow’s nest 
when I called up to hm, When he was standing at the wheel 
Jater in the morn ng, and J was on the bridge, he suddenly 
sid ‘They little think at ] ome 11 Norway just now that we 
ale sailing straight for the Pole in clear water’ ‘No, they 
dont believe we have got so far.’ And I shovldn’t have 

‘ el eved 3 myself if anyonc had propnes ed it to me a ip 
lbs ago, but true itis Al my reflections aid infereiees 01 
the Subject had led me torexpect open water for a good way 
farthe, north , but it 1s seldom*that one’s inspnations (mn out 
to be Xo correct No ice bight 11 any duect 01 10 even now 
in the eYoging, We saw no land the whole day, but we had 
fog and thick Wegather all motning and, fo cnoon sq that we 
were still gong fat half speed,'as we were ahaid of- comin 
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suddenly on something Now w> 1c almost in 97° no th 
Jatude How long is itto goon? I iavesad lab g thu 
1 should be glad wf we reached 48°, but Sveidirp is less 
easily satished, he says, over 80° —, haps 84" 8° Tu 
even talks sertousty of the epen Solar Sea which he once 
aead about; he always cones bick upon it im spite of my 
laughing at hm 

“T have al nost to ack myself if ths is notadem, One 
must have gore agvast tic sl can to kiow wo iat nears to 
go with the stieam As it was on the Gree abtid Tay cdition 


so itis here — 


yy nt warlderT wnar Wak o het, 
Ther wird du Wakhbel k tam fan? 


“Iladly ary hfe vis ole here Saw wm auk or blick 
gu Weimot to day, and later a sea gill im the dstuice = When I 
was iauling up a becket of water ii the cven ne to wish t @ 
deck, I nouieed that at wis spukliy with phos ob csc ence, 
One could almost bive ‘mig ned o1c’s self to be tie south 

* Wednesday, Seple nbc 2uth =] avehid a onpgh awaken 
img fom mydiean As I was sting at rr aim Poking 
toe map and thinking that my cupweuld .0on 2¢ fill—we had 
almost reached 78° there was a sudden luff, and T rushed 
out Ahead of us Jay the edge of tie ice, long and compact, 
shining through the fog I hal a strong inci nation to fi) 
eastwad, on the possibilty of there bemg land itr Uat 
ducction, but it looked as if the ice extended futicr saith 
there, and that was the probab lity of be ay able torerera 
h’ghe latitude if we cept west, so we headed that way ‘TT a 
sun broke through for a momerl just now, 60 we took an 
observation, which showed us to oe in about 77° 44” north 
latitude? 

We now hed north west along tic edge of the irc. It 
seemed to me as if there mught be land at no g-cat dsluree we 
saw such a remaikabfe number of birds of various kinds, A 
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flock of snipe or wading bids met us, followed us for a time, 
and then took their way sattth. They were probably on thur 
passage from some land to the north of us We could see 
nothing, as the fog lay persistently ove: the ice == Again, hter, 

~, We saw flocks of small supe, ind’cating the possible prox 
unity of laid — Next diy the weather was clearer, but sull there 
was no lind in sight We were now a good way north of the 
spot where Ba on von Toll has mapped the south coast of 
Sannikoff Jand, but in vbout the sane lon, tude So tt is 
probably only a snall and and 11 any case camot extend 
fat north, 

On September erst we had thick fog agi 1 and when we 
had sailed north to the head of a bayin the ice aid could get 
no faither I decided to.at here for clea weather to see if 
progiess funhe, rota were posstole, I caculated that we vere 
now in about 744° north latitude We tied several times 
during the day to take soundings, but dd not succeed in 
reaching the boltom wit, 21g fathoms of line. 

“To-day made the agiccable discovery that theie ae bugs 
on board = Must plan a campa g1 against them. 

“Tnday, September 22nd Bisilant sunsh’ne once again, 
and white dazzling ice ahead. Tust we lay still in the fog 
because we could not see which way to go , now it 1s clear and 
we know just as little about it It looks as if we we e al the 
noithein boundary of the open water To the west the ice 
appears to extend south aga n, To the north it is co npict ind 
white only a small open ut ot pool every have aad there; 
and the sky 15 whits) p ue everywncre on ibe nouzon, This 
from the east we have just come, bit there we could sce ve y 
hittie ; and for want of anyth ng better todo, wes Hmikea 
short excusion 1 that duecton, on the poss bl ty of fae az 
openings in the ice If there were only t'me what I shorld 
like would be to go east as far as Sanucoff Islind, or, x«tter 
still, all the way to Resnet Land, to see what condition thr rs 
are im there; but it is too late now, ‘Lhe sea will suor. on 
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freezing, and we should run a g eat wk of cng hover at 
a disadvantageous point ’ 

Earher Arctic explorers have cons dacd l 4 necessity to 
“keep near some coast. But tus was caactly what I wanted to 
avoid It was the dift of the ice that I wished to get ito, 
and what I most feared was being blocked by ind, Itseemed 
ag if we might do much worse than give omelves up to the 
ice where we were, especially as our excision to the east had 
proved that following the ice edge in that dacctor world soon 
force us south again So 1) the meantime w2 mide fast to a 
great ice block, aod prepa ed to clean the bole: ard shift 
coals. We ae lying n open water with only a fow lage 
floes here and tice, bul I have a present nent that this is 
out winter harbour 

“Great bug wa today We play the big steam hose on 
‘mattresses, sola cushions eversth yg that we chnk cat poo 
sibly hatbour the enemies All clothes are prt into a barrel, 
which 1s he:metically closed, except where Ue hose is tit o- 
duced Then full steam is set on Tt wh zres aid wistles 
inside, and a little forces its way through tie fcrits, and we 
think that the animals must be hayng a fie hot true of it 
But suddenly the barrel cracks, the steam rs ies out and the 
hd bursts off with a volent explosion aid is flung fat along 
the deck. I still hope that there has been 1 great slaughter, 
for these are hornble enemes Jue l tried the old eapenine it 
of setting one on a piece of wood to see f t would ciecp 
noth. [t would not move at al, 50 he took a Iubber hook 
and hit it to make it go; out tt wot d do nothiag out wi gg e 
its head—the narder he hit it tye more at wuggled, ‘Squash 
i, then,’ said Bentzen Aid squas rgd it was 

Fi day, September agrd. We are still at the sane mom 
ings, working at the coal An unpfeasa it contrast, everything 
on, bomd, men and dogs included, black aid {Ithy, and every- 
thing atound white and bi’ght in beautiful sunshine, It looks 
as if more ice were driving in, 
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‘ Sunday, September 2gth Sull cou shifmg Tog in the 
n oiming, which cicaied olf a5 tne day went on when we dis 
covered that we were cosely strounded on all sides by 
toleiably thick ice Between the, floes les slusttice, which 
will soon be quite firm There 1s an open pool to be seen to 
toe north but nota largeone liom the crows nest, w th the 
telescope, we can sill descry the sca across the ice to the south 
Tt Jooks as if we were being shut in Well wenist een bd 
the ice welcome A dead region this, no life in any duection, 
except a single seal (pioca fattda) m the water, and on the floe 
heside us we cai sce a Lear track some days old Weagan 
try to get soundings, but still find no bottom , tt is remarkable 
that there should be such lepth he ¢’ 

Ugh one can hardly unagine a dutier, nasticr job than a 
spell of coal shiftiag on boad It 1s a pity that such a useful, 
th ng as coal should be so black! What we me doing now 15 
ony hoist ng it fiom the hold, and filling the bunkeis with it, 
but every man on board must help, and everything 15 in a mess, 
So many men must stand on the coal heap in the hold and fill 
the buckets, and so many hoist them Jacobsen is specially 
good at this last job, his strong arms pull up bucket after 
bicket as if they were as many boxes of matches The rest of 
us go backwards and forwards with the buckets between the 
mainhatch and the halfdeck, poming the coal into the 
bunkers, and down below stands Amundsen pack ng it as 
blackashe canbe Of covrse coal dust is fying over the whole 
deck , the dogs creep into corneis black and tousled , and we 
owselyes well, we dont wer our best clothes on such days 
We got some amusement ott of the remarkab ¢ appearance of 
ow faces, with then dark compleaions lyack sticaks at the 
most unlikely places, and cyes and white tecth shin ny thio gh 
the dirt Anyone happen ng to touch the white will below 
with ins hand leaves a black five fingered blot; and the ddors 
have a wealth of such mementoes The seats of tie sofas 
must have then wiong sides tuned up, else they would bear 
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lasting marks of another part of the body , and the tablecloth 
well, we fortunately do not possess such a thing. In short, 
coal shifting is as dirty and wretched an experience as one Can 
well imagine in these bright and pure sunoundings. One good 
thing is that there 1s plenty of fresh water to wash with, we 
can find it mm every hollow on the flocs, so there 1s some hope 
of our being clean again in time, and it ts possible that this 
may be our last coal shifting 

“Monday, September agth = T'rozen in faster aid faster | 
Beautiful still weather , 13 degiecs of frost list night Winter 
1s coming now. Hada vist from a bear, which was off again 
before anyone gol a shot at iL.” 
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Tuo Winicr Nice, 


Ir really looked as of we were now frozen mn for good, and I 
did not expect to get the Jam out of the ice till we were on 
the othe side of tie Pele, neaing the Atlantic Ocean 
Autumn was already well adyanced , the sun stood lower in 
the heavens day by day and the temperature sank steadily.” 
The long mght of winter was approaching that dreaded 
nght ‘Phere was noth*ng to be done except prepare ourselves 
for it, and by degiees we converted our ship, as well a3 we 
could, into comfortable sinter quaiters, while at the same 
tme we took evciy precaution to assure her against the 
destructive influences of cold, dtiftice, and the other forces 
of nature to which it was prophesied that we must succumb 
The rudder was hauled up, so that 1t might not be destroyed 
by the pressure of the 1ce ~=We had intendcd to do the same 
with the sctew, but as it, with its uom case, would ceitanly 
help to stiengthen the stern, and especially the 1uddet stock, 
we let it remainin its place We had a good deal of work 
with the engme, too, each separate part was taken out, oiled, 
aid laid away for the winter; slide valves, pistons, shafts, weie 
exa mined and thoroughly cleaned, All th s was done with the 
yery geatest care, Amundsen looked after that eng ne as af it 
had been his own child; late and catly he was down tending 
it lovingl) , and we used to tease him about it, to sce the 
defant look come nto his ees and hear bm sy Its all 
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very well {61 you to talk, but there’s not such anotha eng ne 
n the world. and it wotld be a sa and a shanic not to tace 
good caic of it” Asstiedly he left nothing tndone I do 
not suppose a day passed," winter or suanet, all these tee 
yeats, that he did not go dow) and caress it, and do so ne- 
thing o: other for il. 

We cleared up in the hold to make 109m for a joer s work- 
shop down thac, om mechanical workshop we had 11 the 
engne1oom = ‘Ihe sm thy was at fist on deck, and afterwards 
on the tcc, tinsmiths work was dove chiefly 11 the chait 
100m, shoemaker’s and sariiahers, aid yaious add sotls of 
work, in the saloon And all these occupations were carried 
on with interest and activity during the est of the expedition. 
There was nothing, fiom the most dchcate instruments down 
to wooden shocs and axe handles, -hat coald not he made oa 
boad the Zam. When we were found to be short of sound- 
ing line, a gtand rope walk was consqucted on the we It 
proved to be a very ptofitabe unde: aking and was well 
patronised. 

Presently we began putting up the windmill) which was to 
duve the dyna no ard produce the cectuc light Whe the 
ship was gomg the dynamo was diven oy the engine, bit for 
a long time past we had had to be contented with petioleum 
lamps mn our dark cabins = ‘The windautll was erected on the 
port side of the tore deck, between the mun hatch aad the 
ral It took several weeks to get this important appl ance into 
working ordu : 

As mentioned on page 51, we had also biought witn us a 
“horse mill’ for drvmg the dynamo I had thought that it 
might be of seivice in giving us extiuse whencver there was 
no other physical work for us But this time never came, and 
so the “horse mill” was never used There was always some 
thing to occupy us, and it was not difficult to find work for 
each man that gave bim sufficient exeicee and so much dis 
traction that the time did not seem to him unbearably long. 
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There was the care of the ship and rigging, the inspection of 
sails, ropes, etc,, ete, ; there were provisions of all kinds to be 
zot out fiom the cases down m the hold, and handed over to 
he cook ; there was ice—good, pure, fresh-water ice to be 
found and carried to the galley to be melted for cooking 
drinking, and washing-yater Then, as alicady mentioned, 
there was always something domg in the vanous workshops. 
Now “Smith Lars” had to straghten the longboat davits 
which had been twis‘ed by the waves in the Kata Sea; now it 
was a hook, a knife, a bear-tiap, or something else to be forged, 
The tinsmith, again “Smith Lars,’ had to solder together a 
great tin pail for the ice melting in the galley, The mecha 
nician, Amundsen would have an order for some instrument 
or other—pethaps a new current-gauge ‘The watchmaker, 
Mogstad, would have a thermogiaph to examine and clean, 
ofa new spring to putinta awatch The sulmaker might 
have an order for a quantity of dog hainess, Then each man 
had to be his own shoemake:r~make himself canvas boots 
with thick, warm, wooden soles, according to Sverdiup’s 
newest pattern Presently there would come an oider to 
mechatician Amundsen for a supply of new zine music-sheets 
for the organ—these being a brand new invention of the Jeader 
of the expedition. The electrician would have to examine and 
clean the accumula or batteries, whch were in danger of 
freezing. When at last the windnull was teady it had to be 
attended to, turned according to the wind, etc. And when 
the wind was too strong some one had to chmb up and reef 
the mill sails, which was not a pleasant occupation in this 
winter wold, dud involved asuch breatluny Gu fingers aad ruy- 
bing of the tip of the nose - 

Tt happened now and then, too, that the ship required to be 
pumped. This became less and less necessary as the water 
froze round her and m the interstices in her sides The 
pumps, therefore, were not touched fr6m December, 1893, ti] 
July, 1895 The only noticeable leakage during that time 
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was in the engineroom; but it was nothing of any conse. 
quence ; just a few buckets of ice that had to be hewn away 
every month from the bottom of the ship and hoisted up 

To these vaned emp'ownents was presently added as the 
most important of all, the taking of scientific observations, 
which gave many of us constant occupalion Those that 
involved the greatest labour were, of course, the meteoio- 
logical obseivations, which were taken every four hows day 
and might, mndeed, for a consideiable part of the time, every 
two hotrs, They kept one man, som etymes two, at work all 
day. It was Hansen who had the principal charge of this 
department, and his regu ar assistant until March, 1895, was 
Johansen, whose place was then taken by Nordahl The 
night observations wete taken by wioever was on watch 
About every second day, when the weather was clear, Hansen 
and his assistant took, tie astronomical observation which 
ascertained our position. ~ ‘Tus was ccita nly the work which 
was followed with most mterest by all the membeis of the 
expedition and it was not uncommon to sce I{ansen’s cabin, 
while he was making his calculations, sesieged with idle spec 
tators, waiting to hear the result whether we had diifted north 
or south since the last observation and how far ‘The state of 
feeling on board very much depended cn these results, 

Hansen had also at stated per ods to take observations to 
determine the magnetic constant in this inknown region 
These were carred on at first in a tent specially constiucted 
for the pmpose, which was soon erected on the ice; but Jater 
we built him a large snow hut, as be 1g both more suitable 
and more comfo table 

For the ship s doctor there was less occupation, He looked 
long and va nly for patients, and at last had to give it up and 
in despair take to doctoring the dogs Once a month he 
too had to make his sc entific observations, which consisted 
an the weighing of each man, and the counting of blood 
corpuscles and est mating the amount of blood pgment, m 
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oer to ascertain the nunber of ted blood co piscles and 
the quant.ty of red co owing matter (heemoglo din) in the b’ood 
ofeach This was also wok that was watched with any ous 
interest as every man thought he,could tell fiom the result 
obtamed how long 1 would be before scurvy overtook hm, 

Among ot1 scientific prrstils may also be mentioned the 
determining of the temperature of the water and of its degiee 
of saltness at varying depths, the collection and examination 
of such animals as are to be found im these noither 1 seas, the 
asceitaming of tle wmou tt of electtic ty m the au, the obser. 
yation of the formation of the ice, its growth and thickness, and 
of the temperature of the d ffuent layers of ice , the investiga. 
tion of the currents in the water under it, etc, etc. I had the 
main charge of thisdepaitment, There :emains to be mentioned 
the regula observat on of the awora borealis, which we had + 
splendid opportt mty of study ng, After Thad gone on with 
it for some tine, Bless ng uidertook this pait of my duties ; 
and when TI Jeft the shfp, I made ove: to him all the other 
observattons that were under my charge Not an inconsider- 
abe item of ow scientfc work were the soundings and 
diedgings At the gieatei depths, it was such an undertaking 
that every one had to assist; and fiom the way we were 
obliged to clo 1 later, one scunding sometimes gave occupa- 
tion for several days 

One day differed very little fiom another on bomd, and the 
description of one 1s, in every particular of any importance, a 
description of all, 

We all tuned out at eight, and breakfasted on had biead 
(both rye and wheat), cheese (Dutch clove cheese, C redda, 
Gruytie, and Mysost, oregoat’s whey cheese, prepared from 
dry powder), coined beef ot “coined mutton, luncheon ham or 
Chicago tmned tongue o1 bacon, cod cayiare, anchovy 10¢, 
also oatmeal biscuts or Erghsh sup biscuits wth orange 
marmalade or Tiame Food je ly Three times a week we had, 
fresh baked bread as well, and often cake of some kind. Ag 
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for ous beverages we began Ly raving er ffee aid coco ite 
day about , but afterwards had coffee only two dys a week, 
tea two, and cl ucolate tuice. 

After breakfast some man went to attend to the dogs give 
them their food, wh ch consisted of half a stock-fish or a couple 
of dog biscuits each, let them loose; or do whatevet else 
there was to do for them, The othas went all to their 
different tasks Lach took his turn of a weck m the galley— 
helpmg the cook to wash up, lay the ble, and wait She 
coos himself had to anange hs bill cf fare for dinner imme- 
diately after oreakfast aid to set about his picparations at 
once, Some of us would take a turn on the floc to get some 
fresh air, and to examine the state of the ice, tts pressure, etc. 
At one o’clock ail were assembled for dinner, which geneally 

_ consisted of thice courses soup, meat, and dessert, 01, soup, 
hsh, and meat ; or fish, meat, and dessert , or sometimes only 
fish and meat. Whth the meat we always had potatoes and 
either green vegetables o1 macaron* I thunk we were all 
agreed that the fare was good, it yould haidly have heen 
better at home; for some of us it would perhaps have been 
worse, And we looked lice fatted pigs; one or two even 
began to cultivate a double chin ad a corporation, Asa 
rule, stories and Jokes circulated at table along with the bock. 
beer, 

After dinner the smokers of our co npany would march off, 
well fed and contented, into the galley, which wis smoking- 
20012 ag well as kitchen, tobicco beirg tabooed ix the cabins 
except on festive occasions Ont ticte they had a good 
smoke and chat ; many a story was told, and not seldom some 
warm dispute arose, Afterwaids cune, for most of us, a short 
siesta. Then each went to his work again until we were sum- 
moned to supper at six o'clock, when the regi lation day’s 
work was done. Supper was almost the same as breakfast, 
except that tea was always the beverage, Afterwards thee 
was again smoking in the galley, while the saloon was trans- 
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formed intoa silent readingioom. Good use was made of the 
valuable hhary presented to the expedition by gencious pub 
lishers and other fitends. If the kid donors could, have seen 
us away up thte, sitting round thé table at mght with heads 
buried jr boots ot collections of illustrations, and could have 
understood he invaluable these companions weie to us, they 
waitld have felt 1eW3 by the knowledge that they had con. 
ferred a realboon that th "had materially assisted in making 
tie Hram'the little oasis that it was in this vast ice desert, 
About halfpast seven or cight cards o1 other games were 
bought out, and we played well on into the might seated in 
groups round the saloon table. One or other of us nught 
go to the organ, and with the assistance of the crank 
handle, perform some of our beautiful peces, or Johansen 
would bing out the accordon and play many a fine 
tune. His crowning® efforts were “Oh, “Susanna ’ and 
“Napoleon s March acigss the Alps in an Open Boat” About 
midnight we turned in, and then the night watch was set, 
Each man went on for an hour. Their most trying wok on 
watch seems to have been wnting their diat es and looking 
out, when the dogs baiked, for any signs of bears at hand. 
Besides this, every two hours or fou hours, the watch had to 
go aloft or on to the ice to take the meteorological obser 
vations 

I beheye I may safely s.y that on the whole the t'me passed 
pleasantly and impercepti oly, and that we throve in viue of 
the regular ‘habits imposed upon us 

My notes fiom day to day will give the best idea of ow life, 
in all its monotony, They ale not great events that are here 
recorded but in thar very bereness they give a true picture, 
Such, and no other, was ourlife, I shall give some quotations 
direct from my diary —— 

“Tuesday, September 26th Beautiful weather. The sun 
stands much lower now, it was 9° above the horizon at md 
day. Winter 1s rap dly approach ng, there alc 144° of fost 
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this evening, but we do not {eel itcod Todays observation § 
unfortunately show no particular disft northwards; according 
to them we are sill u* 78° 50 norta lattude. I wandered 
about overt the floe towud’s evening Nothing move wonder 
fully beautiful can exist than the Arct c night, Itisdrea nland, 
painted in the umagination’s most delicate tints 3 it 15 colom 
ethercalised. One shade melts into the other, so that you 
can rot tell where one ends and the other begins, and yet they 
are all there. No forms—at 1s all faint, dieamy colour music, 
a far-away, long diawn out melody on muted strings. Is not 
all hfe’s beauty high, and delicate, and pure hike tis night? 
Give 1 brighter colours, and it 1s no lo ger so beact ful. The 
sky is hke an enormous cupola, bluz at the zenith, shading 
down into green, and then smto Itac and violet at the edges 
"Over the ice fields there are cold violet blue shadows, with 
lighter pink tints where a ridge here amd there catches the last 
reflection of the vanished day. Up 4: the blue of the cupola 
shine the stars, speak ng peace, as they always do, those uns 
changing fends. In the south stands a large 1ed yellow moon, 
encircled by a yellow rng and light golden clouds floating on 
the blue back ground Presently the aurora borealis shakes 
over the vault of heaven iis vel of gl ttering silver changing 
now to yellow, now to green, now to red It spreads, it con 
tracts agin, im restless change, next it breaks into waving 
many folded bands of shining silyer, over which shoot billows 
of glitte ing rays; and then the glory van shes, Presently it 
shimmers in tongues of flame over the very zenith; and then 
again it shoots a bright ray nght up fiom the horizon, until the 
whole melts away in the moonlight, and it is as though one 
heard the sigh of a departing sp'ut.” Mee and there are left 
a few waving streamers of light, vagu2 as a foreboding—they 
are the dust from the aurora’s glittering cloak. But now it is 
growing again ; new lightnings shoot up , and the endless game 
begins afresh And all the time this utter stillness, »mpreseive 
as the symphony of infimtude. I have never been able to 
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Gasp the tact that this ¢1th will some diy be spent and 
desolate and empty. ‘Lo what end, in that case, all this 
beauty, with not a create to 1c otce init? ~Now I begin to 
divme it Zy%és is the coming catth heic are beauty and 
death But to what purpose? Ah, what 1s the purpose of all 
these spheres? Read the answer if you can in the starry blue 
firmament » 

“Wednesday, September 27th Grey weather and stiong 
wind fiom the south south-west Nordahl, who 15 cook to day, 
had to haul up some salt meat yvhich, rolled ina sack, had 
been steeping fo. two daysin the sea, As soon as he got hold 
of it he called out, horsfied, that it was crawl ng with aimnals, 
He let go the sack aid jumped away from it, the aumals 
scattering 1ound neyery ducction They proved to be sand- 
hoppets, or amphipode which had eaten ther way into the 
meat ‘There wee pints of them, both 113 de and outside of 
the sack, A pleasart discovery, there will be no need to 
starve when such food f& to be lad by hanging 2 sack in the 
water, 

Bentzen 1s the wag of the patty ; he 1s always play1ig some 
piactical joke Just now one of the men came rushing up 
and stood respectfully waiting for me to speak to him, It was 
Bentzen that had told him I wanted him. It won't be long 
before he has thought of some new trick, 

“Thursday, Septembe: 28th Snowfall with wmd. ‘To day 
the dog’s hour of release has come Until now thei Ife or 
hoaid has been really a melancholy one They have been t ed 
up ever since we left Khabaroya, Te stormy seas haye broken 
over them, and they have been 10 led here aid there m the 
water on the deck ; they Have half hanged themsclyes in then 
leashes, howling miserably, they have had the hose phyed 
over them every time the deck was washed, they have hee. 
seasick; in bad as in good weather they have had tole on 
the spot hard fate had chained them to, without more exercise 
thin going backwards and forwards the leagth of the 1 chains 
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It is thus you are treated you splendid an nals, who are to be 
our slay in the hour of need! When that time comes, you 
will, for a while at Ieast, hava the place of honom, When 
they were let loose there was a perfect storm of jubilation, 
They rolled in the snow, wished and rubbed themselves, and 
tushed about the ice mm wild joy, bark og loudly. Our floc, a 
short time ago so lonesome and foilom, was quite a cheaful 
sight with this sudden population; the slence of ages was 
broken ” 

It was ow jtent’on after th s to tie up the dogs on the ree. 

“Friday, September 29th. Dr Ulessing’s buthday, in 
honour of which we of course had a féte, our fast great one on 
bowd, There was a double uccasion for it. Our midday 
observation showed us to be in Jalitude 79° 3‘ north; 80 we 
had passed one more degree. We had no fewer than five 
‘courses at dinner, and a more than tsually clabonate concert 
during the meal. Here follows 1 copy of the printed menu: 

ao 
“¢PRAM 


“Menu Surruamer 2910, 1893, 





Soupe dla ji Henne avec des macaro u dump! igs, 
Potage de poison%{stc) nvec des pom nes de terre, 
Padding de Nordabl, 

G acé dn Greenjand, 

De Ja table b dye de Ja Rangneces, 

Marmalade mlacte. 


“Music A Dini sich 


a 
1. Valse Myosatic . 
2, Menuette de Don Juan de Mozart, 
3 Les Troubadours 
4. College Hornp pe 
5. Die letzte Rose de Martha, 
6 Cin flotter Studio Marsch de Phil Parbict 
y. Valse de Lagune de Strauss. 
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8 Le Chanson du Nord (Dn gamla, du f ssa e 5} 
9 Hoch Habsburg Marsch de Kral 
TQ Josse Karads Vo ska. 
11. Vart Land, vBrt Land 
12 Le Chanson de Claseuse 
13 Les Roses, Vals: de Métré 
14, Tischers Hormpioe. 
1§ ‘Traum Valse de Millocher 
16 Hemlandssing. ‘A le m sé:ble.’ 
17. Diamanten und Perlen. 
18 Marsch de ‘ Det lust ge Kniget,’ 
19 Valse de ‘ Det ltstiga Kr get’ 
20 Priére du Treischitz ’ 


I hope my readeis will admit that this was quite a fine 
entertainment to be given in latitude 79° north, but of such 
we had many on board the Jam at st Il higher Jatitudes, 

“Coffee and sweets were setved after dinner; and after a 
better supper than usual, came stiawberry and lemon ice (a/ias 
gra utta) ard limejuice toddy, without alcohol. The health of 
the hero of the day was first proposed ‘in a few well chosen 
words ;’ and then weUrank a bumper to the seventy ninth 
degree, which we were sure was only the fist of many degrees 
to be conquered in the same way. 

“Saturday, September joth. I am not sat’sfied that the 
Frams ptesent position is a good one for the winter, The 
great floe on the port side to which ‘we are moored sends out 
an ugly projection about amidships, which might give her a 
bad squeeze in case of the ice packing We therefore began 
to-day to warp her bachyards into better ice It 1s by no 
means quick work, The comparatively open channel around 
us 1s now covered with toleiably thick ice, which has to be 
hewn and broken in peces with axes, ice staves and waltus- 
spears. Then the capstan is manned, and we heave her 
through the broken floe foot by foot. The temperature this 
evening is 9 4° Fahr. (~12°6° C.), A wonderful sunset.” 

“Sunday, October rst Wind from the W.S.W. and weather 
mild. We are taking a day of rest, which means eating, sleep- 
ing, smoking, and reading, 
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© Monday, October end. Warped the ship faither astern, 
until we found a good berth for her out in the middle of the 
nevvly frozen poal On the port sde we have onr h'g flae, 
with the dogs’ camp—thiry-five black dogs tied up on the 
white ice This floe turns a low, and by no means threatening, 
edge towards us. We have good low ice on the starboard tao; 
and between the ship and the foes we have on both sides the 
newly frozen surface ice, which has, in the process of warping, 
also got packed in under the ship’s bottom, so that she lies 11 
a good bed. 

“ As Syerdrup, Juell, and I were sitting sn the chayt-room in 
the aftemoon, splicing rope for the sounding line, Peter* 
rushed in shouting, ‘A bear! a bear!’ I snatched up my 
rifle, and tore out ‘Whereis it? ‘There near the tent, on 
‘the starboard side, 1t came right up to it, and had almost got 
hold of then? 

“ And there it was, big and yellow, gout ng away at the tent 
gear Hansen, Blessing, and Johansen wee running at the 
top of their speed towards the ship, On to the ice I jumped, 
and off I went, broke through, stumbled, fell, and up again 
The bear in the meantime lad done sniffing, and had proh 
ably determined that an iron spade, an 1ce staff, an axe, some 
tent-pegs, and a canvas tent wee too indigestible food even 
for a bear’s stomach Anyhow it was following with mighty 
strides m the track of the fugitives, It caught sight of me, 
and stopped astonished, as if it were thinking, ‘What sort of 
insect can “at be?’ I went on to within eacy range, it stood 
atill, looking hard at me, At last it turned its head a little, 
and I gave ita ball im the neck = Without moving a limb it 
sank slowly to the ice. J now lef Roose some of the dogs, to 
accustom them to this sort of sport, but they showed a 
lamentable want of interest in it, and ‘ Kvik,’ on whom all 





—— 


* * Peter Henriksen. 
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ot hope in the matter of bear hunting tested, bristled 1p and 
approached the dead wmual very slowly and carefully, with 
hei tail between her legs a soiry spectacle 

“J must now give the story @f the othe s who made the 
bears acquaintance first. 1Iansen had to day begun to set up 
hus observatory tert a litile ahead of the ship on the starboaid 
bow In the afternoon he got Blessing and Johansen to help 
him While they wee haid at work they caught s ght of a 
bear not far from them, just off the Low of the Zxam. 

“(Ffusht Keep quict, im case we frighten hum, says 
Hansen. 

* ¢ Ves, yes!’ And they crotch together and look at him 

“tT think I'd beter try to slp on board and an ounce 
hin, says Blessing. 

* *T think you should,’ says Ilansen 

“ And off steals Blessing on tiptoe, so as not to fighten the 
bear, By this time Bruin has seen and scented them, and 
comes jogging along, fdilowing his nose, towards them 

“Hansen now bezan to get over his fear of start] ng him, 
The bear caught s ght of Btessing slinking off to the ship and 
set after hm Blessing also was now much less conceined 
than he had been as to the bears nerves. He stopped uncer 
tain what to do; but a moment’s reflection brought him to the 
conclusion that it was pleasanter to be thiee than one just 
then, and he went back to the others faster than he had gone 
from them The bear followed at a good tate Hansen did 
not Ike the look of things, and thor ght the time had come to 
try a dodge he had seen recommended in a book IIe raised 
hunself to lus full height, flung bis arms about, and yelled with 
all the power of his lungs, ably assisted by the others But 
the beai came on quite tndisturbed The situation was 
becomung entical Each snatched up his weapon [lansen 
an ice staff, Johansen an axe, and Blessing nothing. They 
screamed with all ther stie gth, ‘Beat | beat and set off for 
the ship as hard as they could tear, But the bew held on hts 
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steady couse to the tent, and exanined everything there 
before (as we have seen) he went afte: them. 

“Tt wasateta he bear, Tae oaly thiog that was fored ia 
its stomach when it was opened was a piece of papet, with the 
names ‘Lutken and Mohn’ This was the wrapping paper of \ 
a ‘ski’ I ght, and had been left by one of us somewhe e on the 
ice. After this day some of the membeis of the expedition 
would hardly lewe the sh p without be ng armed to the teeth’ 

“Wednesday, October 4th, Norti-westerly wind yester- 
day and today Yesterday we had — 16° (3° J’), and to-day 
— 14°C (7° T), TI have worked all day at soundings, and 
got to about 800 fathoms depth. The bottom sa nples con 
sisted of a layer of giey clay 4 to 44 inches thick, and below 
that brown clay or mud, The temperatine was, strangely 
enough, just above fieezing point ( t 0°18° C ) at the bottom, 
and just below fieezing pomt (— 04°C.) 75 fathoms up 
This rather disposes of the story of a shallow polar basin, and 
of the extieme coldness of the walcr ofthe Arctic Ocean, 

“While we were hauliig up the line in the afternoon, the 
ice cracked a little astern of the Zam, and the crack increased 
in breadth so quickly, that thiee of us, wie had to go out to 
saye the ice anchors, were obliged to make a budge over it 
with a long boad to get back to the sh pcgain Later in the 
evening there was some packing in the ice, and several new 
passages opened out behind this first one, 

“Thursday, October sth. As I was diessing this morning, 
just before breakfast, the mate rushed down tg tell me a bear 
was in sight I was soon on deck and saw him coming from 
the south, to the Jee of us He was stilla good way off, but 
stopped and looked about Presenity he lay down, and ITen- 
nksen and I started off across the‘ice, and were lucky enough 
to send a bullet into his breast at about 350 yards, just as he 
was moving off. 

“We are making everything snug for the winter and for the 
ice pressure, This afternoon we took up the rudder, Beau- 
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tiful weather, but cold, ~ 18°C. ( og? F.)at8 pm = The 
result of the medical mspection to day was the discovery that 
we stat have bugs on boud, and I do not know what we aie 
te do. We haye no stcan now, and must fix ot, hopes on 
the cold 

“T must confess that this discovery made me fecl quite 111 
Lf bugs got into om wirter furs the thing was hopeless So 
the next day there was a 1egular feast of purification, according 
to the most r gid antiseptic prescuipuions Lach man had to 
deliver up his old clothes, every sluitch of them, wash himself, 
and dress m new ones fom toptotoe All the old clothes, 
fur rugs, and such things, were carefully cained up on to the 
deck, and kept there the whole winter, ‘Lhis was more than 
even these an. nals could stand, 53° C (— 63°F) of cold 
pioved to be too much for them, and we saw no mote of them 
As the bug 1s made to say in tie popular rhy ne 


"© Put me 41 thepoil ig pot, and shut me down t ghts 
But don t leave me out on a cold winter n ght 


“Tiiday, October 6th Cold, down to 11° below zeto 
(Fahr ) To day we have begun to rig up the windm Il The 
ice has been packing to the noith of the Jvam’s stein As the 
dogs will freeze if they are kept t ed up and get no cxeicise 
we let them loose this afternoon, and are going to tiy if we can 
leave them so. Of course they at once began to fight, and 
some poor creatures limped away fiom the battle field sciatched 
and torn But otherwise great joy prevailed, they leaped, and 
ran, and rolled themselves in the snow  Builliant wrora in 
the evening 

“Satuiday, October 7th Still cold, with the same noitherly 
wind we have had all thege last days J am ahaid we ae 
drifting far south now A few days ago we were, according lo 
the observations, in 78° 47 north latitude, That was 16! 
south in less than aweek This is too much, but we must 
make it up again, we must get north. It means going away 
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1 from home now, but soon ut wll mean gomg nearer home. 
What depth of beauty, with an undercurrent of endless sad- 
ness, there is in these dreamingly glowmg evenings! The 
vanished sun has left tts track of melancholy flame, Natutes 
music, which fills all space is smstinct with sorrow that all this 
beauty should be spiead out day after day, week after week, 
year after yeat, over a dead world Why? Sunsets are always 
sad, athome too Tus thought makes the sight seem doubly 
precious here and doubly sad There is red burning blood in 
the west against the cold snow and to think that this is the 
sea stiffened m chains, in death and that the sun will soon 
leave us, and we shall be in the dark alone ‘And the earth 
was without form, and void’, is ths the sea that 1s to come? 

“Sunday, October 8th Beautiful weather, Made a snow- 
shoe expedition westward, all the dogs following Tie running 
was a little spoiled by the brine, which soaks up through the 
snow from the surface of the ice—flat, newly frozen ice, with 
oldet, uneven blocks bieaking througl? t I seated myself on 
a snow hummock far away out, the dogs crowded 1ound to be 
patted. My eye wandered over the gieat snow plam, endless 
and solitary, nothing but snow, snow eveiywhere, 

“The observations to day gave us an unpleasant surprise , 
we ate now down in 78’ 35! north latitude; but there ts a 
simple enough explanatio2 of this, whe1 one thinks of all tie 
northerly and north westerly wind we have had lately, with open 
water not far to the south of us, As soon as everything Is 
frozen we must go north agan: there cin be no question of 
that; but none the less th s state of matters 1s unpleasant, I 
find some comfort in the fact that we have also dufted a hittle 
east, so that at all events we have kept vith the wind, and aic 
not drifting down westward ‘ 

“Monday, October oth. I was feveiish both during list 
nglit and today Goodness knows what is the meaning of 
such nonsense. When I was taking vater samples in the 
morning I discovered that the wator-lifter suddenly stopped at 

uM 
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the depth of a little less than 80 fathoms, It Wwas really the 
bottom. So we have dified south again to the shallow water. 
We let the we ght he at the bottom for a httle, and saw by the 
line that, for the moment we were duifuing noith, This was 
some small comfoit anyhow 

“All at o1ce in the afternoon, as we weie sitting idly chat 
ting a deafening noise began and the whole ship shook, This 
wis the frgtice picssme Lveiyone rushed on deck to look 
" he 23am behaved beautift lly, as I had expected she would 
On pushed the ice with steady pressme, but down under us it 
had to go, and we were sowy) ftedip ‘These ‘squeczi 125 
continued off and 01 all the afternoon, and were so uetimes $0 
strong that the /7«a was 1 ft d sevcral feet, but then the ice 
could no longe: bea 1e1, and she bioke it below he, To 
wiuds evenmng the whole slickencd again, t Il we lay in a good 
sized piece of oper water, and had huutedly to moor he to 
our old floe, 01 we should haye diifted off There seems to be 
a good deal of movement in the ice here Peter has just been 
tellhng us that he heais the dull booming of strong pressures 
not far off 

“Tuesday Octobe: 10th. The ice continues distu bed. 

‘ Wednesday, October 11h ‘The bad news was brought 
this afternoon that ‘Job’ is dead, torn in peces by the other 
dogs He was found a good way from the ship, ‘Old Sug 
gen lying watching the coipse, so tit no other dog could get 
toit. They are wretches, these dogs, no day passes without 
afght In the daytime one of us 1» generally at haid to stor 
it, but at night they seldom fant to tear and bite one of ther 
comradcs Poor ‘ Barabbas’ is almost frightened out of hs 
wits He stays on boaid 0), and dares not venture on the 
wwe, because he knows the other monsters would set on him 
Theie ts not a tiace of chiyahy about these ctrs Whe. there 
1s a fight, the wl ole pack rush lice wid beasts on the loser 
But 1 it not, perhaps, the law of Natwe that the st ong, ind 
not tue weak, shoull be protected? ‘ITive not we human 
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beings, perhaps, been trying to tun Natme topsyturvy by 
protecting and domg our best to keep life in al the weak? 
“The ice 13 1estless, and has pressed a good deal to day 
again It begins with a gentle crack and morn along the side 
of the ship, which gradually sounds loudei in every key. Now 
it is a hgh plaintive tone, now it 1s a grumble, now it is a 
snarl, and the sh p gives a start up ‘Tie nose stead ly piows 
till it 1s like all the pipes of an ongar, the ship tie nbles and 
shakes, and rises by fits aid stats, cr 15 sometimes gent y 
lifted. There 1s a pleasant, comfoitable feel 1g 11 sitting 
listening to all this uproar and kiowmg the strength of our 
ship, Many a one would have been crushed long ago But 
outside tle ice 1s giound agamst our ship’s sides, the piles of 
bioken up floe are forced under he: heavy, invulnera ale hull, 
and we lie as if in a bed. Soon the noise begins to die down, 
the ship sinks into its old position agai, and presently all is 
silent as before In several places 1ovnd us the ice 1s piled 
tp, at one spot to a considerable he ght ‘Yowaids evening 
there was a slackemng, and we lay again in a laige, open pool 
“Thursday, October rath, In the mommg we and ow 
floe were drifting on blue water in the middle of a large, open 
lane, which stietched far to the noith, and im the noith the 
atmosphere at the horizon was daik and blue As far as we 
could see fiom the crow’s nest with the small field ghss thete 
was no end fo the open water, with only single pieces of ice 
sticking up im it here and there ‘[hese are extiaoidinay 
changes I woudered if we should prepare to go aherd = But 
they had long ayo taken the machinery to pieces for the wintel 
so that it would be a matter of tne to get it ready for use 
agam. Perhaps it would be best to wait a little Clem 
weather, with sunshine—a beautiful, imspmtmg winter day~ 
but the same noitherly wind Took soundings and found 50 
fathoms of water (90 metres), We are duftmg slowly sonty. 
wards Towards eveniig the ice packed together again with 
much foice ; but the #ram can hold her own In the afte- 
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noon I fished in a depth of about 27 fathoms (50 metres) with 
Mantay’s silk net*, and haa a good take, especialy of sirail 
‘clustaceans (hopepoda, ostrahode, amphipoda, etc) and of a 
litle Arctic woim (sfade//a) that swims about in the sea It 
is hornbly difficult to manage a little fishing here, No sooner 
have you found an opening .o slip your tackle through, than it 
begins to close again, and ycu have to haul up as hard as you 
can, s0 as not to get the line mpped and lose everything, It 
is a pity, for there are interesting hauls to be made. One sees 
phosphorescence} in the water here whenever there is the 
smallest opening in the ice. There is by no means such a 
* scarcity of animal life as one might expect. 

‘Tnday, October 13th. Now we are im the very midst of 
what the prophets would have had us diead so much The 
Ice 1s pressing and packing rouid us witia no se uke thunder, 
Tt 1s piling itself up into long walls, and heaps high enough to 
reach a good way up the Jvam's 1igging; m fact, it 1s trying 
its very utmost to giind the Jam into powder. But here we 
sit quite tranquil, not even going up to look at all the hurly 
burly, but just chatting and laughing, as usual, Last night 
there was tremendous pressure round our old dog floe. The 
ice had towered up higher than the highest poiit of the floe, 
aid hustled down upon it. It had quite spoilt a well, where 
we till now had found good drinking wate, filling it with brine 
Furthermore, 1t had cast itself over our stern ice-anchor and 
part of the steel cable which held it, burying them so effectu 
ally that we had afterwards to cut the cable Then it covered 
our planks and sledges which stood on the ice Before long 
the dogs were m danger and the watch had to tun out all 
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* This silk big-net is intended to be dragged after a boat or ship to 
catch the living animals or plant organisms at various depths. We used 
them constantly durmg ot r drifting, sin ang then to different depths ander 
the ce, and they often brought up r ch spoils 

+ This phosphorescence 1s pr tic pally due to sinall luminous ci stacea 


kopepade 


The Winter Night, 165 


hands to save them. At last the floc spht in two ‘hs 
moining the ice was one scene of melancholy confusion 
gleaming in the most gloiious sunshine = Piled up alt round 
us were high, steep ice walls. Strangely enough, we had lam 
on the very verge of the worst confus on, and had esciped with 
the loss of an ice anchor, a picce of steel crble, a few planks 
and other bits of wood, and half of a Samoyede sledge, all of 
which might have been saved sf we vad looked after them in 
tyme, But the men haye grown so indifferent to the pressme 
now, that they do not even go up to look, Ict 1t thunder ever 
so hard. They feel that the ship can stand it, and so long as 
that is the case there is nothing to hut except the ice itself. 

“In the morning the pressure slaccened again, and we were 
soon lying in a large piece of open water, as we did yesterday, 

- To-day, again, this stretched far away towards the northern 
horizon, whete the same dark atmosphere indicated some 
extent of open water. I now gave tl ¢ order to put the engine 
together again ; they told me it could be done in a day anda 
half or at most two days. We must go noth and see what 
there is up there, I thnk it possible that it may be the 
boundary between the ice dift tie /eannetfe was in and the 
pack we are now drifting south with -or can it be land? 

“We had kept company quite Icng enough wih the old, 
now broken up floe so worked ourselves a little way astern 
after dinner, as the 1ce was beginning to draw together. To 
wards evening the pressure began again in earnest, and was 
especially bad round the remains cf our old flog, so that I 
believe we may congratulate oursclyes on having left 1 It is 
evident that the pressure here stands in connection with, is 
perhaps caused by, the tidal wavg * Tt occurs with the greatest 
regularity, The ice slackens twice and packs twice in 24 
hours, The pressure has happened about 4, 5, and 6 o'clock 
in the moining, and almost at exactly the same hour in the 
afternoon, and in between we have always lain for some part 
of the time in open water, The very great presswe just now 
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1s probably due to the sprmg tide; we had new moon on the 
oth, whic’: was the first day of the pressute. “Then it was just 
after midday when we ndt ced it, but it has been late every 
day, and now it is at 8 pm” nN 

The theory of the ice pressmte being caused to a cons det 
able eatent by the t dil waye has been advanced repeatedly by 
Arctic explorers Duting the “am’s difting we had better 
oppottunity than most of them to study this phenomenon, and 
our expe ience seems to leave no doubt that over a wide 
legion the t de produces movement and pressure of the ice. 
It occuis especially at the time of the spring tides, and more 
at new moon thai at full moon During the intervening 
periods there was as a tule little or no trace of pressure = But 
these tidal pressures did not occu: during the whole time of 
our dufting. We noticed them especial y the fist autumn, — 
while we were in the neighbou hood of the open sea north of 
S$ bena, and the last year, whan the Jam was diawing near 
the open Atlantic Oceat, they weie less noticeable while we 
were in the pola: basin Piessure occuis here more irregu- 
larly, and is mainly caused by the wind driving the ice When 
one pictures to one’s self these enormous ice masses, drifting 
in a certain direction, suddenly meeting hindrances for ex- 
ample, 1ce masses drifting from the opposite duection, owing 
to a change of wiid in some more or less distant quarter it 18 
easy to understand the tremendous pressure that must result 

Such an ice conflict 1s undeniably a stupendous spectacle 
One feels one’s self to be in the presence of Titanic force. 
and it is easy to understand how timid souls may be overwed 
and feel as if nothmg could stand befoie it, Tor when the 
packing beg ns in eatnest,-it seems as though there could be 
no spot on the eaith’s surface left unshake1 Tist you hear a 
sound like the thundering rumble of an carthquake fai away 
on the great waste, then you hear it m several places, always 
commg nearer and nearer. The silent 1ce world re echocs 
with thunders, natuie’s g ants are awakening to the battle 
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Tie ice cracks on every side of you, and begins to 7 Ie we f 
up, and all of a sudden you too fird yourself in the midst of 
the stluggle There are howl ngs and thunder igs iound you, 
you feel the ice tiembling, and hen it 1unbliig under yom 
feet; there is no peace anywhere In the semi darkness you 
can see it piling aod tossing itself up into h gh idges neares 
and nearer you floes ro, 12, 15 feet th ck, broken, nd flung 
on the top of each other as if they were fertherweig its  ‘Uhey 
are quite near you now, and you jimp awry to save your If. 
But the ice splits m front of you a black gulf opens, aid 
water steams up You turn in arother direction, but there 
through the dak you can just see a new rdge of moving ice 
blocks coming towads you. You try another duecton, but 
there itis the same All round there s thundering and roa 
ang, a8 of some enormous watesfall, with explosions like cannon 
salyoes. Still nearer you st comes The floe you are standing 
on gets smaller and smal er, water pours over it; there can he 
no escape except by sciambliig over "the rolling ice blocks to 
get to the other side of the pack But now the disturbance 
begins to calm down. ‘The nose passes on, and 19 lost by 
degrees in the distance 

This is what goes on away thee in the noth month after 
month and year afler year he ice 15 spit and ptled up into 
mounds, which extend im every dnection If one could get a 
lnd’s-eye view of the ice fields, they woild seem to be cutip 
into squares or meshes by-a network of thee prcked ridges 
or pressure dyhes as we called them, because they reminded 
us so much of snow coveted stone dykes at home such as, { 
many parts of {he country, are used to enclose fields, At fitst 
sght these prersure ridges appeued to be scattered about m 
all possible dnections, but on closer inspection I was sute that 
I discovered certan directions which they tended to take, and 
especnily that they weie apt to mn at nght angles to the 
course of the pressure ylnch produced them, In the accounts 
of Arct c expeditions one often reads desciiptions of pressure 
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iidges o1 piessure hummocks as high as go fect These ate 
fany tales, The authors of such fantastic descitptions cannot 
have taken the trouble to measure Durmg the whole perod 
of our drifting and of our travels ‘Over the ice ficlds in the far 
north I only once saw a hummock of a greater height than 
23 feet. Unfortunately I had not the opportunity of measuing 
this one, but I believe I may say with ceitaity that it was very 
nearly go feet high. All the highest blocks I measured and 
they were many—had a height of 18 tq 23 feet, and I can 
maintain with certainty that the pack ng of sea ice to a height 
of over 25 fect 1s a very rare exception * 

“Satuiday, October 14th Today we have got on the 
rudder ; the engine s pretty well in order, and we ate cleat to 
stait north when the ice opcns to mortow morning — It 1s: still 
slacken ng and packing quite regulaily twice a day, so that we 
can calculate on it befoiehand. Today we had the same 
open channel to the noith, and beyond it open sea as far as 
our view extended What can this mean? ‘This evening the 
pressure has been pretty violent The floes were packed up 
against the /am on the port side, and were once on twice on 
the point of toppling over the 1a! The ice, however, broke 
below; they tumbled back again, and had to go undei us afte 
all, It 1s not thick ice, and cannot do much damage, but the 
force is something enormcus. On the masses come inces 
santly without a pause; they look miesistible, but slowly and 
surely they are crushed against the Jam's sides. Now 
(830 pm) the pressure hes at last stopped C.car evening, 
sparklng stars, and flaming noithein | ghts "* 


" 
Thad finished writing my diary, gone to bed, and was lying 
a 





* Moikian’s account g ves us fo uncerstax at on te orth ade cf 
Gunnell Land he came across wwmmocks which measured 43 fect Ic 
not feel at all certan that thesc were not in reality icebergs 5 but it 1s no 
doubt possible that such hummocks might be formed by violent pressu ¢ 
against land or something resembi ng it Afer our eaperience, however, 
T cannot believe n the possibil ty of their occurring in open sea, 
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reading, in “The Origin of Species” about the stugple fur 
existence, when I heard the dogs out on the ice making more 
noise than usual I called into th saloon that some ona 
ought to go up and see if 4t was bears they were barking at, 
Hansen went, and came back immed ately, saying that he 
beheved he had seen some large animal out in the dark 
*©Go and shoot it then.” That he was quite ready to do, and 
went up again at once, accompanied by some of the others, 
A shot went off on deck above my head, then another; shot 
followed shot, nine in all, Johansen and Henriksen rushed 
down for more cartridges, and declared that the cieature was 
shot, it was roarng so hortbly; but so fat they had only 
indistinctly seen a lage greyish white mass out there in the 
dark, moving about among the dogs. Now they were gomg 
on to the tce after it Four of them set off, and not far away 
they really did find a dead bear, with marks of two shots Ir 
was a young one The old one must be at hand, and the 
dogs were still barking loudly, Now they all felt sure that 
they had seen two together, and that the other also must be 
badly wounded, Johansen and Hennksen heard it groaniig 
in the distance when they were out on the ice again afterwards 
to fetch a kmife they bad left lying wheie the dead one had 
lain. The create had been dragged on board and skinned 
at once, before it had time to stiffen m the cold, 

“Sunday, October 15th ‘To our surprise the ree did not 
slacken away much durin. last n‘ght, after the violent pressure ; 
and what was woise, theré’was no indicition of slackening m 
the moming, now that we were quite ready to go. Shght 
signs of at showed themselves a little later, upon which I gaye 
oiders to get up steam ; and whie'this was being done, I took 
a stroll on the ice, to look for tiaces of yesterday evening I 
found tracks not only of the bea: that had been Jolled and of 
a larger one that might be the mother, but of a third, which 
must have been badly. wounded, as it had sometimes dragged 
itself on ats hindquartéis, and had Jeft a broad track of blood 
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A tet following tie taccs fo 1 good way and discover ag that 
I nad no we pur to Gdespatch vie aia al weer out my own 
fists, T thor ght 1t wou d be 1s well to return to the ship to get 
a gin and conpan ons who would help to d ag thé bear back 
I had also some small haope that in the meantime the ice 
mit hwe slackened, so that, in place of going after game, 
we might go north witi the Jvaw But no such luck So I 
put on my snowshoes and set off after our beat, some of the 
dogs with me, and one ot two men following At some 
distance we came to the place where it had spe it the night— 
poor beast, a ghasty mght Jfcre I also saw tracks of the 
mother. One shuddeis to thiik of her watchiig over her 
poo young one, which mus have had its back shot thiough 
Soon we came up to the cr pple, dragging itself away from us 
over the ice as best it coud Seeing no ot rer way of escape, 
it threw itself into a small wate: opening and dived time after 
time, While we were puttng a noose on a rope, the dogs 
rushed round the hol as if they had gone mad, and it was 
difficult to keep them fiom jumping into the water after the 
bea At last we were ready, and the next tune the cieatuie 
came up it got a noose round one paw aid a ball im thé head, 
Whilst the others drew it to the ship, I followed the mother s 
tracks for some way, but could not find her 1 had soon to 
turn back to see if there was no prospect of mov ng the Jam , 
but I found that the ice had packed together again a little at 
che yery me when we could generally calculate on tts slacken- 
‘tme~In the aftenoon ITansen and I went off once more after 
the beart-JVe saw, as I expected, that she had come back, 
and had follaved her daughte1’s funeral procession for some 
way, but then he had gane off east, and as it giew daic we 
lost her tracks 11 some newl) packed ice We have only one 
matier for regietm connection with this bear episode, and 
that is the disappe1ance of two dogs: ‘Narrifas’ and ‘Tox’ 
Probably they wentoff in terior on the first appearance of the 
three bears They may have been hunt, but I have seen 
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nothing to suggest ths, The ice nm quetths even ng, 20, 
only a little pressure about 7 oclock, 

“Monday October 16th, Ice quet and close, Obseiva- 
tions on the tath placed us m 78° 5’ noilh Iatitude, Steaay 
southwards. This is almost depressing. ‘The two runawiy> 
returned this morning. 

“Tuesday, October ryth Contiiwous movement 51 tic 
ice Jt slackened a httle again dung the might; sone way 
off to starboaid there was a la ge oper ng. Shortly after mil 
night there was stiong presst é, and between 1 and r2*am 
came a tremendots squeeve , since then it has slackened aga n 
a hittle,” 

“Wednesday, October 18th. When the micteoologist, 
Johansen, was on deck this morning reading the thermomcters, 
he noticed that the dogs, which aie now tied up on board, 
were baking loudly down at someth ng on the ice, Ife bent 
over the rait astern, near the 1udder and saw the back of a 
Lear below him, close im at the ships 5de. Off he went for a 
gun, and the animal fell with a cotple of shots We saw 
afterwards by its tracks that t had mspected all the heaps of 
sweepings round the ship. 

‘A little later in the morning I went for a stroll on the ice, 
Hansen and Johansen were busy with some mynetic observa 
tions to the south of the sinp, It was Leautiful sunshiny 
weather, I was standing beside an open puol a little way 
ahead, examining the formation and growth of the new ice 
when I heard a gun go off on board 1 tuned, and juct 
caught a glimpse of a bear making off towa ds the hamniock 
Tr was Wennksen, who bad seen it from -he deck coming 
marching towards the ship, When 4 was a few paces olf it 
saw Hansen and Johansen, and made straight for them. By 
this time Henuiksen had got his gun, but it missed fie several 
times He has an unfortunate liking for smeating the lock 0 
well with vaseline that the spring works as if it lay in soft soap 
At last it went off, and the ball went through the scar’s bac« 
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and breast in a slanting ducction, ‘Lhe animal stood up ot its 
hind-legs, fought the air with its fore-paws, then flung itself 
forward and spiang off, to fall after about 30 steps; the ball 
had giazed the heart, It was fiot till the shot went off that 
Hansen saw the bear, and then he rushed up and put two 
revolyei bals into its head It was a large bear, the largest 
we had got yet” 

“About mid day I was in the crow’snest. In sp te of the 
clear weather I could not discover land on any side, The 
opening far to the north has quite disappeared; but during 
the might a large new one has formed quite close tous It 
stretches both north and south, and has now a coveing of ice 
The presstic is chiefly confined to the edges of this opening, 
and can be traced in walls of packed ice as far as the horizon 
in both directions, ‘To the east the tce 1s quite unbroken and 
flat, We have lain just in the worst pressure.” 

“Thursday, October rgth ‘The ice again slackened a little 
last might. In the moining I attempted a diive with six of 
the dogs When I had managed to harness them to the 
Samoyede sledge, had seated myself on it, and called ‘Pt-r rz, 
pirrr ’ they went off in quite good style over the ice But 
it was not long before we came to some high pack ice and had 
to turn. This was hardly done before they were off back to 
the ship at hghtning speed, and they were not to be got away 
fiom it again. Round and round it they went, fiom refuse. 
heap to refuse heap If ] started at the gangway on the sta 
boad side, and tr.ed by thrash.og them to di.ve them out over 
the ice, round the stern they flew to the gangway on the port 
side. I tugged, swore, and tried everything I could thnk of, 
but all to no pmpose I zot out and tied to hold the sledge 
back, but was pulled off my fect, and dragged menuly over the 
ice in my smooth sealskin breeches, on dack, stomach, side 
just as it happened. When I managed to stop them at some 
pieces of pack ice or a dust heap, round they went again to the 
starboard gangway, with me dangl ng behind, swearing madly 
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that I would break every bone i then bodies when I got at 
them ‘This game went on tll they probably tred of it, and 
thought they might as well go my way for 1 change. So now 
they went off beautifully acrogs the flat floc until I stopped for 
a moment’s breathing space But at the first movement I 
made in the sledge they were off again, tea ing wildly back the 
way we had come. I held on convulsively, pulled, raged, and 
used the whip ; but the more I lashed the faster they went on 
their own way. At last I got them stopped by sticking my legs 
down into the snow between the sledge shafts and driving a 
strong seal hook into st as well But while I was off my guard 
for a moment they gave a tug, I lay with my hindei part 
where my legs had been, and we went on at lightning speed—~ 
that substantial part of my body leaving a deep track in the 
snaw = This soit of thing, went on time after time TT Iost the 
board I should have sat on then the whip, then my gloves, 
then my cap—these losses not improving my temper Once 
ot twice I ran round tn fiont of the dogs and tued to force 
them to turn by lashing at them with the whip = They jumped 
to both sides, and only tore on the faster ; the 1e1ns got twisted 
round my ankles, and I was thrown flat on the sledge, and 
they went on more wildly than ever. This was my first 
experience m dog driving on my own account, and I will not 
pretend that I was pioud of it, I ‘nwandly congratulated 
myself that my feats had been unobserved ” 

“Tn the afternoon I examined the n elted water of the 
newly-formed brownish-red ice, of which there 1s a good deal 
in the openings round us here, The microscope ‘Proved this 
colour to be produced by swarms of small organisms, chiefly 
plants—-quantities of diatoms and some alga a few of them 
very peculiar in form ” 

“Saturday, October 21st. I have stayed in to-day because 
of an affection of the muscles, or rheumatism, which I have 
had for some days on the Jight side of my body, and for which 
the doctor is * massaging? me, thereby greatly adding to my 
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sufferings. Have I ically grown so old and palsied, or 1s the 
whole thiig tmaginauon? It is all I can do to l'mp about; 
but I just wonder if I could not get up and run with the best 
of them, if there happeie to Ve any gicat occasion for I 
almost belteve I could A nice Arctic hero of 32, lying hee 
m my berth  [Iave had a good time icading home letteis, 
dreaming myself at home, dieam: ig of the home coming—in 
how many yeas? Successful or unsuccessful, what docs that 
matter P 

“T had a sounding tacen, it showed over 73 fathoms 
(135 m), so we are m decper water agan, The sounding-l ne 
indicated that we are duftu g south west I do not understand 
this steady duft southwards, There has net been much wind 
eithei lately ; there s certatily a Jittle from the north to day, 
but not strong. What can be the 1cason of it? With all my 
information, all my 1evsoning, all my putt ng of two and two 
together, I cannot acgount for any south going current here— 
there ought to be a northgoing one If the current runs 
south here, how is that great open sea we steamed north across 
to be explamed? and the bay we ended 1n farthest noth? 
‘These could only be produced by the north going current which 
I pre supposed. ‘The only thing which puts me out a bit 1s 
that west going current which we had against us dung our 
whole voyage along the S be1an coast We are never going 
to be carried away south by the New Siberian Islands, and 
then west along the coast of Sibena, and then noith by Cape 
Chelyuskin, the very way w2 came That would be tather too 
much of a good thng to say nothmg of ils beng dead 
against every calculation, 

“Well, who cates? Somewhere we must go, we cant stay 
here for ever ‘It will all come tight in the end,’ as the saying 
goes , but I wish we could get on a little faster wherever we are 
going On our Greenland Expedit on, too, we were caiued 
south to beg n with, and that ended well” 

“Sunday, October 22nd Henriksen took soundings this 
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moining, and found yo fathoms (129 m.) of water. ‘If we 
aie drifting at all,’ said he, ‘it 18 10 the east; but there seems 
to be almost no movement’ No wiidtoday I am keeping 
in my den” * bd 

“Monday October azid Still in the den Today, 
gs fathoms shallower than yesterday ‘The line points south- 
west, which means that we are dufting north eastward Hansen 
has reckoned out the observation for the rgth and fiids that 
se must have got ro minutes farther no th, aid must be in 
78° x5 N lat So at last, now that the wind has gone down, 
the north going current is mak ng itself felt Some channels 
have opened near us, one along the side of the ship, and one 
ahead, near tie old channel, Only slight sigis of pressuic in 
the afternoon ? 

Tuesday Octobe 24th Between 4 and 5am _ theie was 
sliong piessme, and the Zam was lifted up a little. It looks 
as if the pressure weies go ng lo begn again, we have spring 
tide with full moon, The ice opened so much this momning 
that the Zam was afloat in her cutt’ng , later on it closed agaf a, 
and about rr there was some strong presstre, then came a 
quiet time , butin the afternoon the pressuie begin once more, 
and was violent fiom 4 to 430 © ‘Lhe 47am was shaken and 
hfted up; didn’t mind a bit Petet gave it as his opmion 
that the pressure was coming fiom the north-east, for he had 
head the noise approaching from that dnection, Johansen 
let down the silk net fot me asout rs fathoms Et was all he 
could do to get it up again in Lime, but it biought up a good 
catch Am sitll keeping in.” 

“Wednesday, October 25th. We had a honible pressure 
last mght, I awoke and fult the Zam betyg lifted, shaken, 
and tossed about, and heard the loud crack ng of the ice 
breaking against her sides After liste ung for a hittle while I 
fell asleep again, with a snug feeling that it was good to be on 
boad fhe Fram ; it would be confoundedly uncomfortable to 
have to be ready to tuin out every tims there was a Ltrle 


176 Chapter: VI. 


pressure, o1 to have to go off with our bundles on om backs, 
hike the ‘ Tegethoff’ people. 

“Tt as quickly getting darker. The sun stands lower and 
lower every time we see it ; soonait will disappear altogether, if 
it has not done so alieady. The long dark winter is upon us, 
and glad shall we be to see the spring, but nothing matters 
much if we could only bezn to move north, There 1s now 
south westerly wind, and tie windmill which has been ready 
for several days, has been tred at last and works splendidly, 
We have beautiful electric I ght today, though the wind has 
not been specially strong (5 8 m. (16 26 feet) per second), 
Electric lamps are a grand institution, What a strong influence 
light has on one’s spirits | There was a noticeable brightening 
tp at the dnner table today, the I ght acted on our spirits 

ke a draught of good wne And how festive tie salooi 
looks! We felt 1t qute a greit occas on—drank Oscar Dick. 
sons health, and voted him the best of good fellows 

* Wonderful moon$hine this evening, light as day ; and along 
with 1t atnora borealis, yel ow and strange in the white moon. 
light , a large rmg round the moon all thts over the great 
stretch of white, shining ice, here and there in our neighbou. 
hood piled up h gh by the pressure And in the midst of this 
silent silvery ice world the windmill sweeps 1ound its daik wings 
against the deep blue sky and the aurora A strange contrast 
civilization making a sudden incursion into this frozen ghostly 
world 

“To morrow 1s the /¥a.x’s buthday. How many memories 
it recalls of the launch day a year ago” 

“Thursday, October 26th 164 fathoms (300 m ) of water 
when the soundings were taken this moinng We are moving 
quickly north due noith— says Peter. It does look as if th’ngs 
were going better Great celebrat on of the day, begin ng 
with target shooting ‘I 1en we had a splend d dinner of forr 
courses, which put our d gestive appaiatus to a severe tast 
The Fram's health 1s drunk am dst great and stormy applause 
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‘The ptoposet's words weie echoed by all hearts when he said 
that she was such an excellent ship for our purpose, that we 
could not imagine a better (great applause), and we theiefore 
wished her, and ourselves with her, long hfe (hear, heat). 
After supper came strawberry and lemon puich, and prizes 
wee presented w th much ceremony and a good deal of fun; 
all be ng ‘taken off m tuin im suitable mottoes for the most 
pait composed by the ships doctor The e was a prize for 
each man. The first prize tiker was awarded t1e wooden cioss 
of the Oider of the 27am, to wear suspended fiom hs neck by 
aisbbon of white tape, the last rece:ved a muror, in wich to 
see his fallen greatness. Smoking in the saloon was allowed 
this evening, so now pipes, toddy, and an an mated game of 
whist, ended a bright and successful holday 

“Sitting tere now alone, my thoughts imvoluitaily tur to 
the year that bas gone since we stood up there on the platform, 
and she thew the chanpigne agains the bow, saying — 
‘fam 1s your name ’ and the strong heavy hull began to 
ghde so gently. I held her hand tight ; the tes came into 
eyes and throat, and one could not get out aword, ‘The sturdy 
hull dived into the ghitteung water, a sunny haze Jay over the 
whole pictue. Never shall I forget the moment we stood 
theie togethei, looking out oyet the scene And to think of all 
that has happened these fou last months Separated by sey 
and land aid ice; com ng years, too, lyng between us itis all 
jest the continuaton of what he ppened that day Bit how 
long 1s it to last? I have such dificulty in feeling at I am 
not to see home agam soon Wher I begin to telflect, I 
know that it may be long, but I will not believe it. 

“To day, moreover, we took soemn farewell of the sun. 
Talf of us dise showed at noon for the last time above the 
edge of the ice nm the south, a flattened body, with a dull red 
g ow, but no heat. Now, we uc entenng the night ‘of » nter 
What is it bringing us?” Woere shall we be when the sun 
returns? No one can tell, ‘To console us fo: the loss of the 
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sun, we haye the most wonderful moonl ght; the moon goes 
round the scy nig"tt and day. There is, strange to say, litte 
presat re just now ; only an occasjonal shght squecve But the 
ice often opens considerably ; thete ae large pieces of water 
in several directions ; to day thele were some good sized ones 
to the south ’ 

‘Tuday, October 27th. The soundings this morning 
showed g2 fathoms (95 m) of water. According to obseiva- 
tions taken yesterday aftcind0n, we are about 3! farther no th, 
and a little farthea west than on the rgth, It 15 disgusting the 
way we ale muddl ng vbout here We nust have got into a 
hole where the tcc g nds iound and round, and can’t get 
farther. And tie t me is passing all to no pmpose; and good- 
ness only knows how long this sort of thing may go on If 
only a good south wind would come and di ve us north out 
of ths hobble The boys 1ave taken up the rudder again to- 
day. While they wee wo king at this in the afternoon, it 
suddenly grew as br ght as day A str inge fire ball crossed the 
sky in the west—giviig a blushwhite light, they said, 
Johansen 1an down to the saloon to tell Ha1sen and me, he 
said tiey could st Il see the bught tratls 1t had Jet im its train, 
When we got on deck we saw a beat bow of Ight in tie 
*Tuangle, new ‘Deheb’ Ihe meteor had ¢ isappeared im the 
neighbouihood of ‘ Eps lon Cygnt’ (constellation ‘Swan’), but 
its ] ght remained for a long time floating in the air hke glow ng 
dust. No one had seen the actual fire ball, as they had all 
had then backs tuined to it, and they could not say if it had 

Sshuust ‘This 1s the second gieat meteo. of except onal splen- 
dom fut has ap) earedgto us m these reg ons. ‘The ice has a 
cuous ynelination to slacRe 1, without pressure hay ng occurred, 
and evely,now and then we find the ship floating in open water 
‘[his 1s the) case to day’ 

“Saturday, October 28th, Nothing of any impoitarce, 
Moonshine n ght and day. A glow in the south fiom the 
sun.” 
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“Suiday, October 2zgth Peter ah a, rle fox tis 210mm 
ing close in to the ship For some time lait, we have been 
seeng fox fiacks 12 -he moraings, and one S nay Mogstad 
saw the fox itself, It has, So doubt, cen coming 1egdhaly to 
fead on the offal of the bears. Shortly afta: the first onc was 
shot another was seen, it came and smelt its dead comade 
but soon set off again and disappeared = Its 1e nathable that 
the e should be so many foxes on his d ft ce so far from 
land = But after aligit sot much moe st yrs ng Wan ny 
coming upon fox tacks out on the wee betweer Jan Mayon and 
Spitzbergen,’ 

‘ Monday October goth To day the temperature has gone 
down 18° F. below zero (27° C.) I touk up the d edge I 
had put out yesterday. It brought up two pals of mud from 
the bottom, and I have been busy all day wash ng ths ovt in 
the salvo uta lage vate, to get vie rany actrals co ‘tar sed 
in it ‘They were ch’efly starfoh, wev ng starfish, meduse 
(astrophy ton), seaslugs, coral imsects (aljonarie), worms, 
sponges, shell fish, and crustaceans, and were, of coirse, v1 
carefully presetyed in spirits ” 

‘Tuesday October gist Toity mire fathoms (90 m) of 
water today, and the cimert diving us haid tot ¢ souts 
west We have good wid for then It now, and the clectre 
famps buin allay = ‘Tie we lamp unde the okyl gat malcs 
us quite forget the want of sun, Oh! light is a glo: ons ding, 
and ]fe3s fan in sp te of ll pusations) ‘Dhis as Syerdat 93 
birthday, aid we had icvolyct practce on the motiig. Of 
cou se a mami cent dinna of five comses  chicher soup, 
boiled mackerel, re accer abs win ovsed Cars “over ena 
potatoes macaion pudd ng, and , Rucd pers with mie - 
Riognes ale to wish t dow” 

© Thusday, Noyombe snd ‘The teupe itt e serps at 
about 22° I. below foe go C)nov, bit t coc rot fe t 
very cald, the au is so ofl We can see beac chee st 
the day time loo, Tsawavery tena cable cin, Ty of tf at 
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3 th’safternoon On the south westem hoi zon lay the glow 
of the sun, in fiont of it light clouds were swept togethe— 
like a cloud of dust using aboxe a distant troop of riders 
Then dak streamers of gaure seemed to stietch fiom the dust 
cloud up over the sky, as if it came from the sun, ot perhaps 
rather as rf the sun were sucking it in to itself fiom the whole 
sky. It was only in the south-west that these streamers were 
daik; a little h gher up, far her from the sun glow they giew 
white and shinmg, Ike fine, gl stering siver gauze. ‘Ley 
spread over the vault of icaven above us, ard ight away 
towaids the north ‘They caitanly resembled auroia borealis , 
but perhaps they might be only 1 ght vapours hoyering ngh up 
in the sky, and catching th: sunl ght? I stood long look ng 
atthem, They wee singalatly st Ul, but they were notthera 
lights, changing giadually in tic south west mto dark cloud 
streamers, and ending in the dust cloud over the sun, Hansen 
saw them too, later, wien it was dark, ‘There was no doubt of 
ther nature. His imptession was that the amor borealis 
spread from the sun over the whole vault of heaven like the 
stripes on the inne: skin of in otaige ” 

“Sunday, November sth A great 1ace on the ice was 
advertised fo. today. The couse was measmed, marked off, 
and decorated with flags © Ihe cook had prepared the prizes 
—cakes, numbered, and properly giaduated in size The 
expectation was great; but it tuned out that, from excess ve 
training during the few last days, the whole crew were so stift 
in the legs that they we e act avle to move We got our prizes 
all the same. One man was blind folded, and he deeded who 
was to have each cake as it was po'ited at ‘This just anange 
ment met with geneial approbal on, and we all thought it a 
pleasanter way of geting tie prizes than 1unning halfaiile 
for them, 

“So it is Sunday once more, Tow the days diag past I 
work, read, think, and dieam ; stium a little on the oigan, gu 
for a walk on the ice in the dak. Low on the honzon in the 
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south west there 1s the flush of the su1—a datk fierce red, as if 
of blood aglow with all lifes smouldering fongings—low and 
far off, like the dieamland of youth Flighe: in the sky it 
melts into orange, and that mto given and pale blue; and 
then comes deep blue, sta: sown, and then infinite space, 
where no dawn will ever break. In the north are quivering 
arches of faint amora, trembling now hke awakening longings, 
but piesently, as af at the touch of a magic wand, to storm as 
streams of light through the dark blue of heaven—never at 
peace, restless as the very soul of man. I can sit and gaze 
and gaze, my eyes entranced by the dicam glow yonder n the 
west, whee the moon’s thin, pale, slver sckle 1s dipping sts 
point into the blood, and my soui 1s boine beyond the glow, 
to the sun so far off now and to (he homecoming! Our 
tak acco nal shed, we are making ovr way up the fjord as fast 
as sail and steam can carly us Onboth sides of us the home 
land hes smiling m the sun, and then, ... the sufferings of 
a thousand days ind hours melt ito a moments imespressible 
joy. Ugh that was a bitter gust-~I jump up and walk on 
What am I dieaming about so fat yet fiom the goal— 
hundreds and hundreds of mies between us, ice and land and 
ice agan. Ard we ate dufing ronid aid 1onnd 49 a ding 
bew due) ettan ng nothioig, ody wating alivays wat ng, for 
what? 


'°T dreamt I lay on a grassy ban. 
And the 51n shone warm aid clea, 
I wakened on a desert isle 
And (ie shy was bDlich and d car.” 


“One more look at the star of home the one that stood 
that evening over Cape Chelyusking and I cieep on board, 
where the windmill is turaig in thé cald wind, and the electric 
hght 1s steaming out from the skylight upon tic icy desolation 
of the Arclic night ’ 

+ “Wednesday, Novembes 8th. ‘The storm (which we had 
had the two previous dajs) 1s quite gone down; not even 
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cot gh breeze for the mill We t ted letting the dogs sleep 
01 the ice last n ght, insterd of bring 1g them 01 board in tie 
evenlig as we hie been dog Igtcly Tie result was that 
another dog was tom to pieces diniig the nght, It was 
Ulbinad,’ the old biown, tooth ess fellow, that went th» 
tne ‘Job’ aid ‘Moses’ had goie the sime way before 
Yesterday even ngs observations pace us in 77° 43! N, Jat 
aid 138° 81 long. Th sis fa ther south than we have bec 1 
yel Nohelp fora, but t » 1 sory stule of matters, ard 
tiat we are faithcl cast Lian cvu befo eis only a poor conse 
lation ‘It 35 new mooi agy 1, aid we muy theicfore expect 
pressure ; the ice 15, m fact al erdy moviag, 1 began to spl t 
or Satt dy aid has noca up moe each day, ‘Lhe 
channels hwe ben «fi good ¢ 72 a1 ve movement become, 
more and mo ¢ perccpuble — Yesle day the e was sl ght pies’ 
sue, ind we not ced it agau ths moinmg about 5 oclock, 
‘To day the ice by the sha has opened, and we are almost afloat, 
“Here I sit m the still winter mght on the di fling ice floe, 
and see only stais above me Var off I see the thneads of | fe 
twisting themselves mto the mtncate web which stretches 
unbroken from lifes swect morn xg dawn to the etemnal death 
sullness of the ice = Thonght follows thought—you prck the 
whole to pieces, and it scens so small but h gh above all 
toweis one forn » Why aid you take this voyage 
+ « Could T do othery se? Can the riser arent ats 
course and iun uphill? My plan has come to nothiig = "That 
palace of ucory which To cacd nya de ce ¢ selfcor fiue we, 
h gh above all's lly object ons, has fa len Ihe 9 house of cards 
at the fist beuh of wid Buk u> the mast ingerto 4 
trones and you may be’siye of one th ag Crit fact wll defy 
them all. Was I so very stic? Yes, at times, but that wis 
self deception, ritoxicato1 =A seciet don ot Liked sehr id al 
ticicisoniig It seemed as ior gh the longer T defen ed ay 
theo 5 the neuu Ica ne to doubt ng'tt. Bt va, the ci nb 
pelt’ 1z ove the ey dence of tit Sh* aid ft wood 


‘The Winter N ght. 183 


“But if, after all, we are on the wrong track, what then? 
Only dsappomted hurnin hopes, nothing more, And even 
if we perish, what will at matte: mm the endless cycles of 
eternity?” by 

“ Thuisday, November oth. I took tempetatures and sea- 
water samples to day every 10 yards flom the surface to the 
bottom ‘Lhe depth was 94 fathoms An extraordinarily 
even tempetature of 30° hah (—s 5 C) through all the layers 
I have noticed the same thing before as far south as this, So 
it 1s only polar water heie? ‘There 1s not much pressure, a1 
Jyclination to it this morning, and a hittle at 8 oclock ths 
evening, also a few squeezes Jatcr, when we weie playing 
cards’ 

“Fuday, November roth. This morning made despairing 
examimat.ons of yesterday’s water sampes with Taornoe’s 
electric apparatus. ‘Chere must be absolute stillness on board 
when this 1s going on ‘The men are,all teusfied shp about 
on tiptoe, and talk in the lowest possible whispeis. But 
presently one begins to hammer at something on deck, and 
another to file in the engine room, \ hen the chief’s command- 
ing voice 3s at once heaid, oidenng silence These examina- 
tions ae made by means of a telephone, throngh whic a yery 
faint noise 1s heard, which dies slowly away, the moment at 
which it stops must be exactly ascertained. 

“T find remarkably little salt all the way to tie bottom in 
the water here, it must be mixed with fiesh water from the 
Sibenan river. 

§ There way sume pressure this usin £, goiug ou tal nearly 
noon, and we heard the noise of it in scvertl dnections. In 
the afteinoon the ice was quile slaek, with a lage opening 
alongside the port side of the sh p.” At half past seven pretty 
strong pressure began, the ice crash ng and grinding along the 
ship’s side, About midnight the roat of packing was heard to 
the south,” ‘ ‘ 

“ Saturday, November 11th ‘There has been some pressure 
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tn the course of the day, The newly formed ice is about 15 
inches thick, Tt is had o1 the wop, but looser and porous 
below. This paiticular piece of ice began to form upon a 
lange opening in the night betweeifthe 27th and 28th October, 
so tt has frozen rg inches in xs days. I observed that it froze 
3 inches the first mght and 5 mches altogether durmg the 
three first nights; so that it has taken 12 days to the last 
10 inches ” 

Lven this small observation serves to show that the forma 
t on of ice goes on most easily where the ciust 1s thin, becom 
mg more and more difficult as the thickness incteases, until at 
aceitam thickness, as we obsesved later, 11 stops altogether, 
“Tt is cuitous that the piesstire has gone on almost all day-— 
no slacken ng such as we have uoually observed.’ 

Sunday, November 19th = Our life has gone on its usual 
monotonous 1outine sinc: tie rth, The wind has beer 
steadily fiom the south all the week, but to day there is a little 
fiom N.N.W We have had piessue several times, and have 
heard sounds of 111n the south east Txcept for this, the ice 
has been unusually quict, and 1 1s closed in tghtly 10nd 
the ship. Since the last strong pessuie we have piobably 
to to 20 feet of ice packed in below us.* IIansen to day 
worked out an observation taken the day befoie yesterday, and 
surprised us with the welcome intelligence that we have 
travelled 44 noth and a little cast since the 8th. We aie 
now in 78° 27 north latitude, 139° 23 east longitude. This 
1s father east than we have been yet. Tot any sake let us 
only keep on as we ate gomng ! 

‘The Zvam 1s a warm, cosy abode. Whether the thet- 
mometer stands at 22° akove zero o1 at 22° below it, we have 
no fire in the stove. Thé ventilation is excellent, especially 
since we rigged up the air sail, which sends a whole winter 5 





* On a later occasio1, they bored down G0 feet without reaching t 
lower surface of the ice, 
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cold in through the ventilator ; yet in spite of this we sit hee 
waim and camfmtable, wth only a lamp buining I am 
thinking of having the stove removed altogether ; 1t 1s only in 
the way. At least, as far @s our protection from the winter 
cold 18 conceined, my calculations have tuned out well 
Neither do we suffer much from damp It does collect and 
drop a little from the roof m one o1 two places, especially 
astein in the foul man cabins’ but nothing 11 comparison with 
what 1s common in other smps, andif wel ghted the stove it 
would disappeai altogether When I have burned a lamp for 
quite a short time in my cabin, every trace of damp 1s gone * 
‘Lhese aie extraordinary fellows for standing the cold With 
the thermometer at 22°F below ze o Bentzen gocs up in his 
shirt and trousers to read the thermometer on deck.” 

. “Monday, November 27h The preva. ng wind has been 
southerly with sometimes a little cast ‘Lhe temperature still 
keeps between 13° and 22° below zerg 3 in the hold it has 
fallen to 12°” 

It has seyeial times stiuck me tiat the streameis of the 
auroia boiealis followed 11 the dnection of the wind, fiom the 
wind’s eye on the houzon On Chuisday morning, when we 
had very shght noitheasteily wind, I even vented to 
prophesy, from the direction of the sticameis, that 1 would 
go round to the south east, which it accondingly did. On tie 
wole there has been much less of he amona borealis lately 
than at the beginning of om dit Stull, though st may have 
been faint, there has been a lithe evay day. ‘To mght at is 
very strong agau. These nist Coys ie mcor has sometimes 
had mings round it, with mock moons aud ases—accompanied 
by rathei strange phenomena. Whenethe moon stands so low 
that the ring touches the houvafa bught field of light 1s 





* When we had fire in the stoves Inter, especially during tie following 
winter, there was not a sign, of damp anywhere neither in saloon nor 
small‘cabins, It was, if anything, rather to0 diy, for the panels of 1 ¢ 
wal s and roof died and siryns considerably 
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formed wheie the houzon cuts the ring. Similar expanses of 
light ae also formed where the peipendicular axis fiom the 
moon inteisects the horizon Taint iainbows aie pften to he 
seen m these shining light fields; yellow was generally the 
sliongest tint nearest the heitzon, passing over into red, and 
then into slue Simla colous could also be distinguished in 
the mock moons. Somelumes there ate two large rings—the 
one outside the other and then there may be fom mock- 
moons I have also seen pait of a new ung above the usual 
one, meeling it ala tangent directly above the moon, As 1s 
well known, these various ung fo1mations round the sun, as 
well as round the moon, ate p oduced by the refiaction of 
rays of light by minute tce crystals floating in the an. 

“We looked for pressure with full moon aid sping tide on 
agrd of November , but then, and for several days afterwards, 
the ice was quite quiet. On the afternoon of Saturday, the 
23th, however, its distapt 10ar was heaid from the south, and 
we haye head it fiom the same duecuion every day since. 
This moining it was very loud, and came gradually near, 
At nine oclock it was quite close to us, and this evening we 
hear it near us again. It sccms, however, as if we had now 
got out of the gioove to which the pressure pt ncipally con- 
fines itself We weie regulaily in it before, ‘lhe ice round 
us is peifectly quet. The piobability is that the last severe 
pressure packed it very tight vbout us, and that the cold since 
has frozen 1t into such a thick strong mass that it offers gical 
resistance, while the weaker ice m other places yields to the 
piessaie ‘The depth of the sea 1s inc.casing steady, and ve 
ale drifting noth «This eve ing Iinsen has woiked out the 
observations of the day ‘before yesterday, and finds that we 
are i1 79° 11’ noth latitude ‘Lhat is good, aid the way we 
ought to get on It is the most noithein point we have 
reached yet, and to day we are 11 all kehhood still fathe 
noith We have made good way these last days, and the in 
cieasing depth seems to ind cate a happy change in the duc- 
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tion of om diift. Have we, pahaps, really found the right 
road at last? We are di fing about 5’ a day, The most 
satisfactory thing is that there has not been much wind lately, 
especially the two last days’, yesterday it was only about 
3 feet per second; to-day 1s perfectly still, and yet the depth 
has increased 21 fathoms (40 m.) in these two days, It seems 
as if theie were a northetly curient after all No doubt many 
disappomtments await us yet; but why not rejoice w i 
fortune smiles? ’ 

‘Tuesday, November 28th. The disappomiment lost no 
time in coming ‘Thete had been a mistake either im the 
o»servation or i1 Hansen’s calculations. An altitude of 
Jupiter taken yesterday evening shows us to be im 78° 36’ 
noith latitude The soundings to-day showed 74 fathoms 
(142 m.) of water, o1 about the same as yesterday, and the 
soundiag.ine ind.cated a southwester.y dif. Howeve, 
anxious one is to take things philosophically, one cant help 
feeling a litle depessed. I try to fisd solace in a book, 
absorb myself in the learmmg of the Indians thei: happy 
faith in transcendental powers, in the supeinatural faculties of 
the soul, and in a future life Oh, if one could only get hold 
of a little supernatural power nowy, and oblige the winds a ways 
to blow fiom the south ! . 

“T went on dece this evening in rather a gloomy frame of 
mind, but was nailed to the spot the moment I got out 
side, There is the supeimatuial for you the northern lights 
flashing in matchless power and beauty over the sky in all 
the colows of the rainbow} Seldom o1 never have I seen the 
coluurs $0 Linke “she Pleven’, One we fuse wes yv'lon, 
but that giadually flickered over so gicen, and then a 
sparkling ruby ied began to show atthe bottom of the tays on 
the under side of the arch, soon spreading over the whole 
ach, And now fiom the fai away western houzon a fiery 
serpent wilthed itself up over tho sky, shming bisghler and 
brighter as it came, It ‘split into three, all bulhant y glitter 
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ing. Then the coloms changed. ‘Ihe serpent to the south 
turned almost iuby ted witn spois of yellow, the one m the 
middle, yellov; and the one to the north, greenish white, 
Sheafs of :ays swept along the ‘sides of the seipents, diiven 
through the ether ke waves before a stormwmd They 
sway backwaids and forwards, now strong, now fainter again 
The serpents reached and passed the zenth Though I was 
thin y diessed and shiveurg with cold, I could not tear my 
self away till the spectacle was ovet, and only a faintly glowing 
fiery serpent near the wes.ein horizon showed where it had 
begun When I came on deck later the masses of ] ght had 
passed noitiwads, and spicad themselyes m incomplete 
arches over the noithein sky. If one wanls to read myst c 
meanings into the phcnomeia of nature, he ¢, strely is the 
oppoitun Ly. * 

“The observation this aftcinoon showed us lo be in 
78° 38’ 42'N lat ‘This i anything but 1apid progress’ 

“Wednesday, Novemhe 2gth Another dog hw beer 
bitten to death today ‘Vox’ a handsome, powerful 
animal. Ile wis found lytag dead ind stiff on the ice at ort 
stein tus evening when they went to bring the dogs in, 
‘Suggen’ performing hei isua duty of watching the body, 
They aie ietches, these dcys. But row I have given oiders 
that some one must always watch them when they aic out on 
the ice” 

“Thutsday, November goth, The lead showed a depth of 
exactly 93 fathoms (x70 m ) to day, and 1t seemed by the line as 
if we weie di fting north west = We a e almost certamly further 
noith now; hopes are ris ng, aid | fers looking bughter aga n, 
My spnats are like a pendulim, if one could imag ne such an 
instiument giving all soits“of uregular swiigs backwards aid 
fowads It is no good trymg to take the thing plnlosopm- 
cally , I cannot deny that the question whether we are to 1e- 
turn successful or unsuccessful affects me ve y deeply It as 
qu'te easy to convince myself with the most imcontroyertibh, 
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teasoning that what really matters 1s to car y through the ex 
pedition, whether successfully or not, and get safe home again 
I could not but undertake it, for my plan was one that I felt 
must succeed, and therefore ‘t was my duty to try it, Well, if 
it does not succeed, is that my affair? I have done my duty 
dorie all that could be done, and can return home with an cwy 
conscience to the quiet happiness I have left behind, What 
can it matter whether chance, o1 whatever name you like to 
give it, does ot does not allow the plan to succeed and make 
our names immortal? The worth of the plain is the same 
whether chance smiles or frowns upcn it And as to immo 
tal ty, happiness js all we want, and that 1s not to be had heve. 

“T can say all this to myself a thousand times , I can brmg 
myself to believe honestly that st 1s al a matter of ind Merence 
to me, bit none the less my spr ts crange hike the clouds of 
heaven according as the wind blows from this direction or from 
that, or the soundings show the depth to be increasing or not, or 
the observations mdicate a noitherly arksot thetly drift. When 
T think of the many that ust us, think of Norway, t unk of all 
the friends that gave us theit time, their faita, and then moncy ; 
the wish comes that they may not be disappointed, aid IT giow 
sombre when our progiess 1s not what we expected it would 
be. And she that gave most—does she deserve that her sacri- 
fice should have been made in vain? Ah, yes, we must aid 
will succeed |” 

“Sunday, December gid, Sunday aga n, with its feeling of 
peace, and its permission to indulge im the narcotic of happy 
day dreams, and let the hous go idly ty, withoat avy pick 
ings of conscience. 

“Today the bottom was not reached with over 139} 
fathoms (250 m.) of ne. Theat was a north eastely ditt, 
Yesterday's observation showed us to be in 78° 44’ north late. 
tudé, that 15, 5 farther north than on Tuesday It 1s hommbly 
slow, but it is forward, and forward we must go ; there can be 


no question of that,” + 
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* Tuesday, Decembei sth. This is the coldest day we hive 
had yet, wilh the thermometer 31° below zero (— 35 7° GC.) 
and a biting wind from the 2ST) Qoservation in the after~ 
noon shows 78° so’ narth{latitude, that is 6 faithér north than 
on Saturday, or 2 per day In the afternoon we had magnifi- 
cent auroia borealis glittctiag arches acioss the whole vault 
of the sky fom the east towards the west; but wlfen I was on 
deck this even ng the sky was overcist; only one star shone 
through the cloudy vel tse hone stat. Mow I fove it It 
as the first thing my eye secks, aid it s always there, shining 
on ou path =I feel as if 10 1 could befall us as long as I see 
itthere . . . 2” 

“ Wednesday, December 6h ‘This afterroon the ice 
cracked abaft the stalboa d q ater, this eveuig I see that 
the crack has opened We my expect p esstire now, as t 13 
new moon either to day o: tomo ow’ 

“Thursday, December 7th ‘lie ice pie sed at the ste n 
af five o’clock this motn ng for about a1 how. IT lay m my 
berth and listened to it creaking and grinding and roaune, 
There was slight pressure again in the afternoon, noting to 
speak of. No slackening 1 tie forenoon” 

“Tiiday, December 8t Piesstie fiom seven tll e gat 
this mor ng As I was silt og diawing im the afte .00n I 
was startled by a sudden iepott or crash It seemed to be 
straight ovethead, as if great masses of ice had taller fron the 
nigging on to the deck above my cabin, Eycry ore stats tp 
‘and throws on some eatia garment; those that are tak'np ar 
aflernoon nap jump out of their berths rght 1ito the mdidle 
of the saloon, calling out to know what has bappened, Petter 
sen iushes up the co npanion ladder in such w Id vaste that 
he bursts open the door ‘Jxthe face of the mate, who 13 sta ud 
ing in the passage holding back = Kyik,’ who tans also ‘tuted 
in fr ght from the bed i1 the chatroom, whe @ she 1s expret 
ing her confnement, O1 deck we could dire over not np, 
except that the ice was in motion, and seemcd to be 4 1k Ws 
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slowly away fiom the sh p Great pres hid beer picked ip 
under the stern this morning and yesterday ‘The explosion 
was probably caused by a viglent pressure suddenly loosening 
al the ice along the sips side, the sh p at the same time 
taking a stiong list to pot ‘There was no cracking of wood 
to be heaid, so that, whatever it was, the Zaz cainot have 
been injmed, But it was cold, and we crept down again. 

© Ay we were sitt 19g at supper, arcut six o'clock, pressuie 
suddenly began ‘The ice creaked and roared so along the 
ships sides close by us that it was not poss! le to cay on any 
connected conversation; we had to scream, and all agieed 
with Nordahl when he remarked that it wold be much plea- 
santei if the pressure would confine its operations to the bow 
instead of coming bothenng us hete aft Amidst the noise we 
caught every now and agam from the o’gan a note ot two of 

».Kjeulf's melody ‘I could not sleep for the mghtingrle’s 
_aveice! The hurly burly outside lacted for about twenty 
minutes, and then all was st IL, 

‘Later 11 the evening Hansen came down to g ve notice of 
what really was a remaikable appeaance cf auro a boealis, 
The deck was bughtly illumi iated by it, and reflections of its 
i ght played all ove: the ice. The whole sky was ab aze with 
1t, but it was the bughtest in the south, high up 11 that direc 
tio1 glowed waving masses of fie Tater st 1 Hansen cane 
again to say that now it was quile evtiaoic nary, No words 
can depict the glory that met our eyes, Tre glowing fie 
masses had divided into glistening, many colo. ed ands, 
which were wrth ng and twisting across the sky both m the 
south and noith ‘Lhe iays sparkled with the purest, most 
crystalline rainbow colours, chiefly vislet 1ed or carmine and the 
clearest green. Most freque ttly the 1ays of the aich were red 
at the ends, and changed higher up into spar<ling green, which 
quite at the top turned daker, and went over into blue or 
violet before disappeai ng"in the blue of the sky; or the rays 
in one and the same arch mught change from clear red to clear 
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geen, coming and going as if driven by a storm ft was aa 
end ese phantasmagor’a of sparkl ng colour, surpassing any 
thing that one can dream Sometimes the spectacle reached 
such a climax that one’s breath Was taken away; one felt that 
now someth ng estiaord nary must happen at the very least 
the sky must fall, But as one stands m_ breathless expecta- 
tion, down the whole thing tr ps, as if in a few quick, hght 
scale runs, nto bare nothingness There 1s something moxt 
uidramatic about such a dénovement, but it is all done with 
such confident assurance that one cannot take it amiss, one 
feels one’s self in the presence of a master who has the com- 
plete command of his instument W th a single stroke of the 
bow he descends hightly and elegantly from the height of pas- 
sion into qu et, every day strams, only vith a few more stiokes 
to ork h.mse f pinta pass on aga.n, It seems as f he wae 
trying to moch,to tease us, When ye are on the point of 


go ng below duven byg61 degices of frost (— 34°7° C.), suc 
magnificent tones again vibrate over the stings that we stay, © 


until noses and ears are frozen, Fou a finale, there is a wild 
display of fireworks im eveiy tint of flcme such a conflagia. 
ton that one expects every minute to have it down on the tce, 
because there 1s not room for it in the sky. But I can hold 
out no longer, Thinly dressed, without a pioper cap, and 
without gloves, I have no feeling left in body or limbs, and I 
crawl away below ” 

“Sunday, Dece nber roth, Another peaceful Sunday The 
motto for the day in the English almanac is ‘He is happy 
whose cucums ances su.t his temper but he 1s more exce.ent 
who can suit his temper to any c rcumstances’ (Hume), Very 
tue, and exacily tie *plilosophy I am practising at this 
moment Iam ly ng on my berth in the light of the electric 
lamp, eating cake and drinking beer whilst I am writing my 
jouinal , presently I shall take a book and settle down to read 
and sleep ‘The arc lamp has shone like a sun to day over a 
happy company, Ve have no difficulty now m distinguishing 
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hearts f om d amonds on our dity cards. Its wonderful what 

an effect ight has TI believe Tam becom igafre wots np er 

It s straige enoish that fire worsh p should not ex st 11 the 
e 


Arctic cow itries, 
* Tor the sons of men 
Tne s the best, 
Ardt esghtof le sun’ 


“A newspaper appears 01 board now. Jramsjaa* (news 
of, or outlook fiom, tie 27am) s its rame, and our doctor 1s 
its itresponsible editor. The fi st number was read aloud 
Ths evenl ig, and gave occision for much mermment. Amongst 


1ts contents are : 


*WINTLR IN THE ICL 


(Coninbution to the Infant Mamsjaa } 


Tar in the ice there lies a ship, boy», 

Mast and sal, ice to the very tip, boys; 

But, perfectly clear, 

If you listen you can heir, 

‘There is life and fun on board that sh p, 20ys 
Wiat can it be? 

Come along and see 

Ttas Nansen and his men t iat latg1, boys 


Noth ng to be heard at nght bit g asses’ ¢ 14, bayey 
Tal of greasy cards and cot iters chia, b ys 
Ifhe wont “ declare, 
Nordthl he wi swear 
Lentzen 1s stupid as an owl, boys, 
Bentzen coo , boys, 
Is not a fool, boys ; 
* You re aiother ” qu. y he repl es, boys 


Among those sitting at the (ble, boys, 

Is “ Herca,”} with his bady b sand stab e, toys; 
Ile and Lars, so keen, 

It wou d almost seem 





* Apparently modelled on the ttle of the wel known mginc, 
Kringgad, w ich means “A Look Arovid’ or * Scrvey.? /ramsyaa 
m ght be translited ‘ The Fy am’s Look Out? 

f The name Peter Menriksen ‘genera ly went by on ford, 

i 


° ; 
i 
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They wa ldstahe heatses f£ ley wereate boys 
Anmindin gan, 

Looks at these two me) 

Shakes his head and sadly goes to bec, boy~ * 


Sserdiup, Bless ng, Wanscn, aid cir Mohn,t Loys, 
Say of “man age’ tha gimeisoticwn,’ hoy 5 
Soor tor the: alas 

‘The happy ho rs prst 

And HHinsen he says, Come away, cid Moin ” boys, 
*Ttis gett ig lite, 

And the stars wont wat, 

Yon and I mist 1p and o1t alone,” boys, 


The doctor here on board has noi ght to do, boys} 
Not a man to test his shill amorg the ciew, boys; 
Well may he Jook be, 

There s nought for h n to do, 

When every man 1s strong and hearty too, boys 
“Now on the Jam,’ boys, 

He says Lam,’ boys, 

"Chief ec itor of newspaper for sau’ boys’* 


“Warning | 


“T think it is my duty to wara the public that a travelling” 
watchmaker has been making the round of this neighbour 
hood lately, getti1g watches to 1epair, and not returning them 
to their owners. How long is this to be allowed to go on 
under the eyes of the authonities ? 

“The watcimakers appeaance is as follows Middle 
he'ght, faur, grey eyes, hiown full beard, round shoulders, and 
generally del cite looking a i 

“CA, JuLit 


“The person above notified was m our office yesterday, 
\ asking fo. woik, and we onside: itr ght to add the following 





v * Refers to the fict that Amu idsen hated care playing move than anys 
yng else in the vrorld =~ He erlled cards “Tie dev I’s playbooks * 
Jatt "Nickname of onr mcteoro og st, Johansen, Professor Mohn being a 
jouifinguished Norwegian meteorc og st, 
This signa ire oved to be to ged, ajd gave rse to a laws “t sa long 
and aietle that spe does not per ut an.account of tt to be given 


happy, 
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paiticulas as completing the desenption, Ie gene. 
about with a pack of mongrel curs at his heels, he 
tobacco, and of this his beard shows trazes. This is ak 
have to say, as we did not consider omselves esther entitled o , 
called upon to put him under the microscope. 

‘En SHamyaa,’ 


“ Yesterday’s observation placed us in 19’ 0’ noith latitude, 
139° 14 east longitude, At last, then we have got as far 
north again as we were in the end of Septzmber, and now the 
noitherly drift seems to be steady: ro m 4 days, 

“Monday, December r1th, This morning I took a long 
excursion to westward. It is hard work struggling over the 
packed ice in the dark, something like scrambling about a 
moraine of big boulders at might. Once I took a step mm the 
air, fell forward, and bruised my right knee ‘It is mild to day, 
only 9f° F. belaw zero (— 23°C) This evening there was a 
shange appearance of aurora borealis wl ite, shming clouds, 
which I thought at first must he ht up by the moon, but there 
is no moon yet They were light cumuli, or cirro curauli, 
shifting into a bughtly shining mackerel sky, I stood and 
watched them as Jong as my thin clothing permitted, but there 
was no perceptible pulsation, no play of flame, they sailed 
quietly on, The 1gbt seemed to be strongest in the south- 
east, where there weie also dark clouds te be seen. Hansen 
said that it moved over Jater into the northern sky ; clouds 
came and went, and for a time there were many white shining 
ones— white as lambs,’ he called them—but no aurora played 
behind them.” 

“In this day’s meteorological sjounal I find noted for 
4pm: ‘Faint aurora boicalis in the north. Some dist net 
branchings or antleis (they are of ribbon cumped hke blonde) 
in some diffused patches on the horizon in the NN EJ In his 
aurora borealis journal Hansen describes that of this evening 
as follows ;—‘ About 8 p.m, an amora borealis arch of light 

O28 
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eived, stretching fiom ELSE to NW., though the 
» diffused quiet intensity 3 4, most intense in NAW, 
¢ ach spread at the zenith by a wave to the south, At 
o oclock there was a fainter aurot1 borealis in the southemn 
scy; eight minutes later it extended to the zenith, and two 
miiutes after this there was a shin ng, broad arch across the 
zenith with intensity 6. Twelve seconds later flaming rays 
shot from the zen th in an easterly direction During the nest 
half hour there was constant aurora, chiefly m bands across or 
near the zenith, or lower in the southern sky. The observa 
t on ended about 10 38. The intens ty was then 2, the aurora 
diffused over the southein sky, There were cumulus clouds 
of varying closeness all the time, Tey came up in the south 
east at the begmming of the observation, and disappeared 
towards the end of it, they wete closest about ro m’nutes past 
to, At the time that the broad, shining arch through the 
zenith was at its highest intensity, the cumulus clouds in the 
noith west shone quite white, though we were unable to detect 
any aurora borealhs phenome ia in this quarter, The reflection 
of | ght on the ice field was pretty strong at the same time, In 
the aurora borealis the cumulus clouds appeared of a darker 
colour, almost the grey of wool The colours of the aurora 
were yellowish, bluish white, milky blue cold colourmg’ 
Accord ng to the meteorological journal, there was still aurora 
boreal s in the southein sky at midn ght.’ 

“Tuesday, Decemver 12th, Had a long walk south east 
this morn ng, The ice 1s in much the same condition there as 
it is to the west, packed or pressed up into mounds, with flat 
floes between ‘This eventng the dogs suddenly began to make 
a great commotion on deck We were all deep in cards, some 
playing whist, others mart age’ I had no shoes on, so said 
that some one else must go up and see what was the matter. 
Mogstad went. The noise grew worse and worse. Presently 
Mogstad came down and sard that all the dogs that could get 
at the rail were up on it, barking ouf into the datk towards the 
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north. He was sme there must be an aumal of some sort 
there, but perhaps it was only a fox, for he thought he had 
heard the bark of a fox far in the north, but he was not sure 
Well, 1t must be a devil of a fox to excite the dogs like that 
As the disturbance continued, I at last went up myself, fol 
lowed by Johansen From different positions we looked long 
ahd hard into the darkness in the dnection in which the dogs 
were barking, but we could see nothing moving. That some- 
thing must be thcie was quite certar1, aid I had no doubt 
that 1t was a bear, fox the dogs were almost beside theniselves, 
Pan’ looked up into my face with an odd expiession, a if he 
had something important to tell me, and then jumped up 01 
the rail and barked away to the north The dogs exc tement 
was quite remarkable; they had not been so keen when the 
bear was close in to thes de of the ship. However, I con 
tented myself with remarking that the thing to do would be to 
loose some dogs and go north with them over the ice But 
these wretched dogs wont tackle a beat, and besides, it 1s so 
dark that there is hardly a chance of findmg anythny If 
itis bear he will come again At this season, when he 1s so 
hungry, he will hardly go nght away ficm all the good food,for 
him here on board, I stiuck about with my arms to get a 
little heat into me, then went below and to bed, ‘The dogs 
went on barking, sometimes louder than before, Noidahl, 
whose watch it was, went up several tunes, but could discover 
no reason for it, As I was lying reading in my berth I hearda 
peculiar sound , it was hke boxes beiig dragged about on deck, 
and tiere was also sctap ng, like a dog that wanted to get out, 
scratching vio ently at adoor 1 thought of ‘Kvyik,’ who was 
shut up in the chat room. I called’ into the saloon to Nord hi 
that he had better go up again and ¢ce what this new nons 
was He did so, but came back saying that theie was stil 
nothing to be seen. It was difficult to sleep, and I lay lon; 
tossing about. Peter carne on watch TI told him to go u 
-and turn the air sal to tie wind to make the ventilation better 
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He was a good time on deck doing this and other things, but 
he also could see no reason for the to do che dogs wete still 
making. He had to go forward and then noticed that the 
thiee dogs nearest the staiboaftl gangway were missing He 
came down and told me, and we agreed that possibly this 
might be what all the excitement was about; but never before 
had they taken it so to heatt when some of then number had_.. 
run away, At last I fell asleep, but heard them in my sleep , 
for a long time” ‘ 

“Wednesday December 13th Before I was nightly awake 
this morning I head the dogs ‘at it’ still, and the noise went 
on all the time of breakfast, and had, I believe, gone on all 
night After breakfast Mogstad and Peter went up to feed 
the wietched crcatures and let them loose on the ice. Three 
were stul missing, Tetur came down to get a lantern, wne 
thought he might as well look if there were any tracks of 
anmmals, Jacobsen called after him that he had better take a 
gun No, he did not need one, he said A little later, as I 
was sitting sotrowfully absorbed in the calculation of how , 
much petroleum we have used, and how short a time our 
supply will Jast if we go on burning it at the same rate, I 
heaid a scicam at the top of the companion ‘Come witha 
gun’ Ina moment I was in the saloon, and there was Peter 
tumbling in at the doo, breathlessly shouting, ‘A gun | 
agun|’ The bear had bitten him m the side I was thankful 
that it was no worse, hearing him put on so much dialect* I 
had thot ght it was a matter of Ife and death. I seized one 
un, he another, and up we iushed, the mate with his gun 
“ter us There was not much difficulty in knowing in what 

ection fo tun, for fiom the rail on the starboaid side caine 
wonfused shouts of human voices, and from the ice below the 
gangway the sound of a frightful uproar of dogs, I tore out 
he tow plug at the muzzle of my r fle, then up with the lever 
wd in with the catiidge, it was a.case of huny. But, hang 

* THe says “ei borsja for “a gun? instead of ‘en bosse ” 
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it. there is a plug in at this erd too I yoked vid poked 
but could not get a gtip of it Peter seicamed. ‘Shoot, 
shoot mime won't go off? Ife stoud uckapy and clekn, 
his lock full of fiozen yasdine agan, whde the Tear lay 
chewing at a dog just below us at the shipsside Beside me 
stood the mate, gioping after a tow pltg which he also hid 
shoved down into his gin, but now he flung the gun anguly 
away and began to look round the deck fora wahts spear to 
slick the bear with, Our folrts mar, Mogstad, was wav 1g 
an empty rifle (he had shot away his caituidges), and shouting 
to some one to shoot the bear, Tou men, and not one that 
could shoot, although we could haye prodded the bear's brick 
with our gun-baircls, Hansen, making a fifth, was lying in the 
passage to the chartroom, groping with his arm through a 
chink in the door for cartudges, he could not get the door to 
open because of Kyik’s' kennel. At last Johansen appeaicd 
and sent a ball straight down into the beai’s hide. That did 
some good. The monster let go the Gog and gave a growl 
Another shot flashed aid hissed down on the same spot. 
One more, and we saw the white dog tac bew had under hm 
jump up and 1un off, while the other dogs stood round, 
baking, Another shot st ll, for the animal began to stir a 
little. At this moment my plug come out, ind I gave h’ma 
last ball through the head to make sure ‘The dogs had 
crowded 10und barking as Jong 15 he moyed, but now that he 
lay still in death they drew back ten fied, They probably 
thought it was some newitse of (ic cncny — It was a Little 
thin, one yea old bew that had caused ul this table com. 
mot on, 

‘Whilst it was bemg frayed, 1 Went off na noith-westerly 
direction to look for the dogs thal were still utssiy = 1 had 
not gone far when I noticed that the dogs that wee follow’‘ng 
me had caught scent of something to tl c north, and wanted lo 
go thal way, Soon thcy,got fi ghtened, and I could not get 
them to go on; they kept close in to my side ot slik bel nd 
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me I held my gun ieady, while I crawied on all fours over 
the pack ice, which was anything but level I kept a steady 
look out ahead, but it was not far,my eyes could perce in that 
darkness. I could only just see the dogs, hke black shadows, 
when they were a few steps away from me, I expected every 
moment to see a huge form rise amcng the hummocks ahead, 
ot come rushing towatds me ‘The dogs got more and moé 
cautious, one or two of them sat down, but they probably felt 
that 1t would be a shame to let me go on a’one, so followed 
slowly after. Terrible ice to force one’s way over Crawling 
along on hands and knees does nct put one in a very con- 
venient position to shoot from tf the bear should make a 
sudden rush But unless he did this, 01 attacked the dogs, I 
had no hope of getting him. We now came out on some flat 
ice. It was only too evident that there must be something 
quite near now. I went on, and presently saw-a dark object 
on the ice in front of.me It was not unlke an animal, I 
bent down it was poor ‘Johansen’s Trend,’ the black dog 
with the white tp to his tail, in a sad state, and frozen stiff. 
Beside him was so nething élse dark =I bent down agam and 
found the second of the missing degs, btothe: of the corpse- 
watcher ‘Stggen’ ‘This one was almost whole, only eate1 a 
little about the head, and tt was not frozen qu te st tf, There 
seemed to be blood all 1ound on the ice, I looked about in 
every direction, but theie was nothing more to be seen, The 
dogs stood at a respectful distance, staring and sniffing in the 
direction of their dead comrades Some of us went not long 
after this to fetch the dogs’ carcases, taking a lantein to look 
for bear tracks, in case theie had been some big fellows along 
with the ttle one. We sgambled on among the pack ice 
‘Cone this way with the lantern, Bentzen; I think I see 
tracks here.’ Bentzen came, and we turned the light on some 
indentations in the snow, they were bem paw marks suie 
enough, but oly the same I ttle fellow’s ‘Look ihe brute 
has been dragping a dog after him here’ By the I ght of the 
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laatern we triced the blood maked path on anor g the 
hummocks. We found the dead dogs, but no footproats 
except small ones, wh ch weal tnoughe must be those of our 
little bear. ‘Svaiten,’ alias ‘Johanscn y Vucnd,’ looked bid 
im the lanteanl ght. Vlesh and shin aid eitrails weac go ic, 
there was noth ng to be seen butt bare breast and backbore 
with some stumps of ubs, It was a pity thit the fine strong 
dog should come to sich an cnd = He tid just one fault he 
wasiathct bad tempered. Ie hada spec ald slike to Johansen, 
barked and showed hs teeth whenever he came ga deck or 
even opened a door, aid when he sat y hist ing in tic top o1 
m the crow’s nest these dak winter days, the ‘Viueid? would 
ansyei with a howl of rage fio n fai out on tie ice, Johansen 
bent down with the lantern to look at the remains, 

- “Are you glad, Johansen, that your enemy 1s done for? 

«No, Lam sony,’ 

“OWhy ?? * 

6 Because we did not make it up befae he died’? And we 
went 01 to Louk for more bear urcks b ¢ found none , so we 
took the dead dogs on ott backs tnd tunica he newacs 

“On the way Dashed Peter wiet hac icWly happened with 
him and the bear. ‘Well, you sec,’ sad he, ‘when I came 
along with the lantern we saw a few diops of blood by the 
gangway; but that might quite well have been a dog tiat had 
cut itself, On the ice below the gangway we saw some boat 
tracks, and we started awiy west, the wl ole pack cf dogs wita 
us, running on far ahea, When we had got away a bit fom 
the bhp, there was stddenty ai awful iow m ont, and it 
wasn’t long before a great beast came rushing at us, with tre 
whole troop of dogs around it. 7As suon as we saw what ¢ 
was, we tured and ran our best for the ship. Mogstad, you 
see, he had moccassin. (komager) on, and knew his way better 
and got there before me I couldnt get along so fast with 
my gicat woode1 shoes, and in ry confision I gotatght on to 
the bg hummock to tfic west of the slips bow, you k iow, 
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- 
Ttuned here and lighted bag¥ to sce uf the bear was belund 
me, but I saw nothing and@pushed on again, and ina minute 
these shppety wooden hoes had me flal on my back among 
the hummocks, J-qWas up agan“quick enough, but when I 
got down on tothe flat ice close to the ship, I saw something 
Coming SOM ht for me on the nghthand side, Yust I thought 
it was dGop—it’s not so easy to sce in the dak, you know— 
I hee no time for a second thought, for the beast jumped on 

fie and bit mein the side I had Iifted my arm like this, you 
sec, and so he caught me here, nght on the hip, He giowled 
and hissed as he bit? 

“What did you think then, Peter? 

‘What did I think? I thought it was all up with me, 
What was 1 to do? Lhad neither gun nor knife But I took 
the Jantern and gave him such a whack on the head with it 
that the thing broke, and went flying away over tic ice, The 
moment he felt the blow he sat down and looked at me. I 
was just taking to my heels when he got up; I don’t know 
whether it was to grip me again or what it was for, but anyhow 
at that minute he caught sight of a dog coming, and, set off 
after it, and I got on board, 

© Did you scream, Pete ?’ 

“Scream { I screamed with al my might’ And appa 
rently this was tiue, for he was quite hoarse 

“ ¢ But where was Mogstad all th s time?’ 

“© Well, you see, he had 1eiched the ship long before me, 
but he neve: thought of running down and giving the alarm, 
bat takes Ing g.n from the 1to.nd house wall and thinks het 
minage all right alone, but his gun wouldn’t go off, and 
the beat would have had “time to eat me up before his 
Nose. 

“ We weie now near the ship, and Mogstad, who had heard 
the last pait of the story from the deck, corected st in so far 
that he had just reached the gangway when Petci began to 
oat. Ie jumped up and fell brick tl red,times befor he got on 
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hoard, and had no ume to do asything then but sc ee his gun 
and go to Peter’s assistance 

“When the bear left Vetgi and rushed afler the Cogs ‘ie 
soon had the whole pack aout b'n asan, Now he would 
make a spring and gel one belcw hm, rt thea all the rest 
would set upo. him and jimp 01 his back, so that he had to 
tuin to defend himself ‘Lhen he would sping uzon another 
dog and the whole pack would be on him aga’. Aad 80 the 
dance went on, backwards and fo yards ose: the ice, u otal they 
were once mote close to the sup, A dog stood tieie, below 
the gangway, wanting to get on board; the beat made a sp my 
on it, and it was there, by the ships side that the villain met 
his fate 

An examination on boaid showed that the hook of 
*Svaiten’s’ Ieash was pulled ort quite stiagit, ‘Gammeleis?’ 
was broken thtough ; but the thud dog’s was only winched a 
little it hatdly looked as if the bearghad done tT had a 
sl ght hope that ths dog might st Il be 11 life, but, though we 
searched well, we could not find t 

Tt was altogether a deplor wle slay. ‘To think that we 
should have let a beat scramble of board tke this, and should 
have lost thice dogs at once = Our dogs are dwindhng down, 
we have only 26 now. T at was a wily demon of a bear, to be 
such a httle one = Te had c awied on boatd by the ga sgway, 
shoved away a box thal wis standing in fiont of if tasoi the 
dog that stood nearest, and gone olf wth it, When he had 
satisfied the first pangs of lue huager, he had come ack and 
felched No 2, and, if he had bees wl owed, he would have 
continued the performance unuil bie deck wis devcd of dog 
Then he wou d probaly have sone bu pny down (any fund 
beckoned with cold hand? in at the yaky deat to Juclh It 
must haye been a pleasant leeln ¢ for ‘oy ulen’ to stand there 
in the dark and see the bear co ne weeping in upon hun, 

“When I went below after this beat afiur, Juell said as I 
passed the galley doo, ' Youll see that Kvik ” will have bet 
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pups to day, for its always the way icre on board, that things 
happen together” And, sure cnough, when we weie sitling in 
the saloon in the eveung, Mogstad, who generally plays 
‘master of the hounds, came and announced the arival of the 
first Soon there was another, and then one moe Lhs 
news was a hittle balsam to our wounds ‘Kwk' has got a 
good warm box, lined with fur, up in the passage on the star 

board ; it 1s so warm there that she 1s lying sweating and we hope 
that the young ones will hive, in spite of 54 degiees of frost 

Tt seems this evening as if every one had some hesitation in 
fo ng out on the ice unarmed. Our bayonet knives have been 
brought out, and I am providing myself with one I must say 
that I felt quite ceitan that we should find no bears as far 
naith as this in the middle of winter; and it never occurred to 
me, in making long excursions on the ice without so much as’ 
a penknife in my packet, that I was liable to encounters with 
them. But, after Peter sexperience, it seems as if 1t might be 
as well to have, at any rate, a lantern to hit them with The 
lo 1g bayonet knife shal accompany me henceforth, 

“ They often chaffed Pcter afte wards about haying screamed 
so howibly when tie bear seized tim) ‘II'm! I wonder,’ 
said he, ‘at there areat otheis that would have screeched just 
asloud I had to yell after the fellows that were so afraid of 
fughtening the bear that when they ran they covered seven 
yaids at cach stride.’” 

“Thursday, Dece nber 14th, ‘Well Mogstad, how maty 
pups haye you now?’ I asked at bieakfast. ‘‘Lhaie are five 
now? 3 .tsoon afe he cane dow. to tel. me that there woe 
at least twelve Gracious fhat is good value for what we 
have lost, But we weie alraost as pleased when Johansen 
came down and said that he heard the missing dog howling on 
the ice far away to the north west. Several of us went up to 
listen, and we could alt hear him quite well; but it sounded as 
if he were sitting still, howling in desptiyr. Perhaps he was at 
an opemng in the ice that he could not get across. Blessing 
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had also heard hin dung is ngitwatel but ther the sad 
had cone mote fiom a south wes ely d ectiot Weer Per 
wert after broekfast to fecd ele dogs, tx s woe the lot ow 
stand 1g below the gangwiy wantiig to get on Foard. Hue 
gry he was he dashed stiatght iito the food d sh—but other 
wise hale and heuty. 

This evening Peter came and sid hit he was ec ton he 
heaid a bear moving about and pw og ibeice; he vid Petter 
sen hrd stood and hstencd to hm sc ap ag it the snow crust 
I put on my ‘pesk (a fir botse), got he d of my doube 
barrelled x‘fle aod went on deck ‘Lhe w iole clew were col 
lected afl, gazing out into the nght We let loose § Ulenka 
and ‘Pan,’ and went im the duecton where the bea was sad 
to be. It was pitch dak, but the dogs would 4 1d tie tracks 
if there was anything thae, Ilanse1 thoight he had sen 
something moy og about. G nuamdock 1 car vie sup, our we 
found and heard nothing, and, as seycigl of the otf cis had by 
this t me come oct on the ice and could also discover nothy a, 
we scram ied on boad again It as extiio dnay, all tiv 
sounds that one can fancy o1¢ dca out on that great, still 
space, mystenously lighted by the twink! ng stars? 

“¥Frday, December r5th. ‘115 motwig Peter saw a for 
on the ice astern, aid he saw it aga 1 Jiter, when he was out 
with the dogs ‘Liete 16 someting icra cable about ths 
appearance of bea s and foxes now afle om seeiig no Tt fe for 
so long ‘The last tine we saw 4 fox we were far sci th of ths, 
possibly nen Sani kot Land Can we lave come into the 
neighbouthood of land again ? 

T inspected ‘Kviks’ pips “1the aflerioor ‘There were 
thirteen, a cutons coincidence th tecn pups or December 
igth, for thirteen men Vive wae killed; ‘Kvak? can manige 
eight, but more would be bad for her, Poor mothe: she was 
very anxtous about het young ones wanted to jump up into 
the box beside them and take them from us. Aid you can 
see that she 1s very proud of them, 
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“ Peter came this evenmg and caid that thae murt be 
ghost on the sce, for he heard exscuy .1¢ same s¢ ade 
walking and pawing as yesterday evening, ‘This seems to be 
populons region, after all, 

Accoid ng to an obreivat on taken on Tuerday, we must 
be pietty nenly n 79° 8 notth Jatiide That was 8 duftin 
the thice days fiom Satuday; we we getting on better and 
better. 

“Why will it not snow? Christmas is near, and what 1s 
Christmas without snow, thickly fallng snow? We have not 
had one snowfall all the time we have been duifling, The 
hard grains that come down now and again are nothmg Oh, 
the beautiful white snow, falling so gently and silently, soften 
mg every haid outhne with is sheltermg puity! There 1s 
nothing more deliciously rest‘ul, soft, and whie This snow- 
less 1ce plain 15 hike a life without love—noth ng to soften it 
The marks of all the battles and j rcssucs of the ice stand 
forth just as when they weie made, rugged and difficult to 
move among, Love 1s life’s snow. It falls deepest and softest 
into the gashes left by the fight whiter and purer than snow 
itself What 1s] fe without love? It 1s hke ts ice a cold, 
bare, rugged mass, the wind driv ng t and rending it and then 
forcing it together agam, nothing to cover over the open mitts, 
nothing to break the violence of the colhsions, nothing to 
round away the sharp coinets of the bioken floes nothiig, 
nothing but baie iugged driftice ’ 

“Satinday, Decem er 16th, In the aficinoon Peter came 
quietly into the saloon and said that he heaid all sats of 
noises on the ice, There was a sound to the north exactly 
like t zat of ice packing age{nst land, and then suddenly there 
was stich a roat tlnough the air that the dogs stated up and 
baked Poor Peter They laugh at him when he comes 
down to give an account of his many obseivations; but thee 
is not one among us as sharp as he 1s.” 

“Wed iezday, December zoth, <As‘I was sitting at lieak 
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fast Peter cance 10m ng that he bcheved e@ had seen a ben 
on the ice ‘And that Van’ se ot re nec he vs 
loosed 1 rushed on to tl’s ico with my gun Several men 
wee to be seer m the moonlight ttn» ca. It was long 
before Pan came hick, he h ad fol owed hn far to the norty 
west, 

“Sverdrup and ‘Smith Tas 11 pulienhip have made a 
meat bea tap which was put out on the ce to day. As Iwas 
afiaid of more dogs than bens berg cwught in at it was hung 
from a gallows too high for the dogs to jump up to the piece 
of blubber which hangs as bait rght in the mouth of the lap 
All the dogs spend the evening now sitting on the tail barking 
at this new man they see out there on the ice in the moon- 
I'ght.” 

“Thusday, December 2tst. It ig ext aordinary, after all 
how thetime passes Here we are at the shortest day, though 
we have no day. But now we ue enoviig on to light and 
summer agan, \We tt ed to sound today, had out 2 100 
metres (ovel 1,100 fatioms) of line without 1eachmg. the 
bottom We have no more line ; what 15 to be done? Who 
could have guessed that we shot Id find such deep wite? 
There has ben an ach of light 11 the “ky all day, opposite the 
moon, s0 it is a lunar ra nbow, but wit rout colours so far as I 


have been able to sec.’ 
«Tnday, Decemba gand. A bear was shot last might 


Jacobsen saw it first, dung hiswatch, Iceshot atit, It made 
off, aud he then we st down and told about it m the cabin. 
Mogstad and Peter cane on deck, Sve di rp was cal ed, too, 
and came up a litte later hey saw the bear on his way 
towards the ship agali, but he’s idde ily caught sight of the 
gallows with the trap on the ice to the west and went off thee. 
Ife looked well at the apparatus, then rused himedif cautiously 
on his hind legs and lad his ught paw on the cioss beam just 
bes de the trap, stared for a little hesilat 1g, at tie delicrous 
morsel, but did not at all hke the ugly jaws rouid it. Svet- 
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dicp was by th +t ne out a the deeck-honre, witdlang ay the 
sparkl py moor shi. Th heart was junping be exspecte 1 
eve y moment tu lea the oi phof hs tap Bice oa 
shook hs heid susp c¢ ously, loyeied hinse f eu ‘ous y 01 to 
all-fours aga’n, and snt fled vatefully at the wire that the tap 
was fastened by, following i along to whe ¢ st was mad> fast 
to a great block of ace. De went round this and sav how 
cleverly it was all atranged, then slowly followed the wue back 
rased himself up as before, with his paw on the beam of tie 
gallows, had a long look at the trap aid shook his head 
again, probaly saying to himself; ‘These wry fe lows have 
planned this very cleverly for me. Now he icsumed his 
march to the ship, Woaen he was within 6o paccs of the bow 
Peter fired The bear fe , but yt mped 1 p again and made off, 
Jacobser, Sverdiup, and Mogstad al. fed now, acd he fell 
amoig some hummocks He was flayed at once, and in the 
skin there was only tee hole of one ball, whch had gone 
through hm from behind'the shoulder blade Peter, Jacobsen, 
and Mogstad all claimed\this ball. Sverdrup gave up lus 
claim, as he had stood so! fir astein Mogstad, sceing the 
beat fall dnectly after his shot, called out, ‘I gave him that 
one ;’ Jacobsen sweais that it was he that ht, aid Bertzen, 
who was standing looking on, 1s prepared to take Ins oath any 
where that tt was Peters bal that did the deed. The dispute 
upon this weighty pomt remained unsettled during the whole 
course of the expedition, : 

doy ee moonlight. Tiessure in several diections, ‘To 


powder gamed our supp'y o° gun-cotton and cannon and nitte 
\ deck 


ot fire or &, 
the ships 5) 
time to tury 
the bridge 
to the ice, 

“ Satur 


Tt is safey there than in the hold. In ewe 
ther acc dent aiPexplosion in the hold might blow 
des out and send us to the bottom before we had 

round, Some we put on the forecastle, some on 
it Tiom these places it would be quickly thrown 01 


day, December 231d What we call in Norway 
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‘ Little Christmas Eve.’ I went a long wty west this mon ng, 
coming home late ‘There was packed up ice everywhere, wita 
flat floes between I was turf'ed by a newly formed opening 
in the 1ce, which I dared not cross on the thin layer of fiesh 
ice In the afternoon, as a first Chitstmas entertamment, we 
tried an ice blasting witi four prisms of guicotton A hole 
was made with one of the lage 10n di lls we had biought 
with us for this pu pose, and the charge, with the end of the 
electric connecting wire, was sunk about a foot below the sur. 
face of the ice, Then all ret red, the knob was touched, thee 
was a dull crash, and wate: and picces of ce weic shot up into 
the ar Although it was 60 yards off, 1 gave the sh pa good 
jerk that shook everything on boad, and nought the hoat- 
frost down fiom the uggng. The exjloson blew a hole 
through t1e four feet thick ice, but its on y other effect was to 
make small cracks 1ound this hole 

‘Sunday, December 24th. Chustygs ve. 67° of cold 
( 37°C.) Ghitterimg moonl ght and the endless st lness of 
the Arctic mght I took a solitary stroll over the ice, ‘The 
first Christmas Lye, and how far away The observation 
shows us to be in 79° 11 north lattude. ‘Lhere 1s no diift, 
a farther south than six days ago. 

There are no futher particulars given of this day in the 
diary, but when I think of it, how cleatly it all comes back to 
me! There was a pecular elevation of nood on board that 
was not at all common among us, Lye) man’s mmost 
thoughts were wtp thase st hone, b hig conrades we.e not 
to know that, and so theie was more joking aid lauging thin 
usual, All the lamps and lights we had on boud were lit, aod 
every corier of the saloon and eaWins was bulhantly illum 
nated, The bill of fare for the day, of ccuse, surpassed any 
previous one—food was the chief thing we had to hold festival 
with. The dinnei was a very fine one indeed; so was the 
supper, and after it pilessof Chiistmas cakes came 01 the 
table ; Jucll had been busy making them for sever weeks 

“ P 
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After that we enjoyed a glass of toddy and ac gai smoking 
in the saloon being of couse allowed, ‘Lhe culmimting 
point of the festival came when two boxes wit) Conisimas 
presents were produced. The one was from Iansen’s mother, 
the othe: from his fazete Mass Tougner. It was touching to 
see the child! ke pleasute wth which each man teccived his 
gift—it might be a p pe or a knife o1 some little knick knack 
he felt that 1t was like a message fiom home. After this there 
wele speeches; and then the Jvamsaa appeared, with an 
illustrated supplement, selections from which are given Tere 
are two verses fiom the poem for the day .— 


“When the sh p’s path 1s stopped by fathom thick 1Le, 


And winters wh te coveing 15 spread, 
n were q Ite given t p to the power of the stream, 
oF {len that so often of home we must dicum 


We wish then all yoy ut th s sweet Chiist nis t'de, 
Health anda opr iess for the next ycar, 
Ourselves patience to wut, ‘twill bring us to tke Pauley 


And home the gent spring, never fear 
) 
There were many more poems, amongst others one gniig 
some account of the puncipal events of the Jast weeks, in tug 


style -— 


Bears are seen, and dogs are born, 
Cakes arc dhec, both smi! and lr ges 
Hen ssen, li, does not fal , 
Spite of bears 11 st ¥ olent charge 
Mogs ud wi hisa le cb cks i 
Frool rwthlrylya costes)? 


aidsoon ‘Ti ds ago ig ditly on the .1 yect of the © Dor 
Rap: on bogerdl the ram "— 


“ Upaid downoia igiso cold, 
Ky rre vine 14, bom, Lon, 
Walk harpooner nd kennchaan bold, 
Kyure vure vy, bom thon} 


The Winte Night at 


Ovr kennel vin sui gs, I need hard y te 
Ky rre virre vip, bon, bon, 

Ihe long. loig lash you k iow so well, 
Kvyirie virre vit bom, bom ; 

Ovr harpoorer, P sis. nin of ght, 
Kye virre vip, bom, bom, 

A burnt yg lantern he grasps t git, 
Kvymie vnre vip, boi, bom, 

They as they walk the time begutle, 
Kyure virre vip: bom bom, 

With t ues of bears and all the r wile, 
Kvirre virre vip, bon, bom, 


Now suddenly a be ur they see, 
Kvirre vnxe vip, bom, bom, 
Before whom all the dogs do flee, 
Kyire wirre vip bom, bom ; 
Kennelman, like a deer, runs fast, 

Kyvirre virre vip, bon, bom, 
Harpooner slow comes in tre fast, 
Kvirre virre vip, bom, bom,’ 


and so on 
Among the a inouncements are— 


Taste ction ‘n Vere ng 


“In consequence of the indefinite pogtponement of our departure, a 
hmuted number of pt pils can be received for insiructon m both fenciig 
and boxing. 

“MajaKort, 
«Teacher of Boxi ig, 


“ Next door to the Doctor’s ” 
Again— 


* On account of want of storage 1com a quantity of old clothes are at 
present for sale by private arringe nent, at No 2, Pam) Lane * Repeated 
requests to remove them having heen of no effect, Lan ol 1 ged lo dis 1050 
of them 19 this way. The clothes are qu te ficsh, having been im sa t fore 
long time.” e 


After the teading of tie newspaper came instrumental 
music and sing ng, and it was far on in the mght before we 
sought our beiths 








* This was the nickname of the starbowd four-ber h cabn 
P2 
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“Monday, December egt) Christmas Day ‘tha nometer 
at —36°F ( 38°C) belowzeo, Itookawalesorth te 
beautiiul Ight of the full moog At t newly nade cuicc I 
went though the fresh ice w th one Ieg and got sovked, but 
such an accident maticis very litle in tus flost The witer 
immediately st ffens into ice , it does not make one ye y cold, 
and one feels dry again soon, 

“They will be thiiking ruch of us just now at ho ne and 
gving many a pitying sgh over all the haidsh ps we ale 
enduting in this cold, chee less, icy region But 1 am aftaid 
their compassion would cool if they could look in upon us, 
hear the merrime it that goes on, and sce all our comforts and 
good cheer. They can hardly be better offat home I myself 
have certamly nevei lived a n ore sybanttic | fe, and have never 
had more reason to fea the consequences it brings 1h ite inyn, 
Just I ste to to days dinner menu — 

Ox-tal soup, 

Pst pudding vat pot stucs aa me tea bucter; 

Roast of reindeeh with peas, French beans potatoes, 

and cranberry J4n3 
. Cloudberries wit 1 cream 3 


Cake and marzipan (a welcome present from the baker 
. to the expedition, we blessed t iat man), 


eb Wen 


And along with all this that Ringnes bock beer which {s so 
famous in our part of the world. Was this the sort of dinner 
for men who are to be hardened against the hoirors of the 
Aretic might? 

“Every one had eaten so much that supper had to be 
skipped altogether. Later im the even ng coffee was seived, 
with pine apple preserve, gingerbread, vanilla cakes, cocoanut 
macaroons, and yanous*othc: cakes, all the woik of our 
exccllent cook, Juell, and we ended up with figs, almonds, and 
lals ns. 

‘ Now let us have the bicakfast, yust to complete the day: 
coffee, fieshly baked biead, bcautifl Danish butter, C arisim is 
cake, Cheddar cheese, clove cheese, tongue, coined beef, and 
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maimalade And if any one thnks that this 1s a spec aly 
good breakfart because tis Christmas Day he $ wrong. It is 
just what we dave always, wita tie addition of the cake whch 
15 not part of the every day d et 

« Add now to this good cheer our strongly bu It, safe house 
our comfortab e saloon, I ghted ip with tie lage petroletm 
lamp and several smaller ones (when we save no electuc | ght), 
constant gaicty, card play ng and hooks in any quint'ty, with 
or without tllustiations good and enterta’1 ig reiding, aid 
then a good sound sleep what more could one wish? 

" . , , But, O Arete nght thou art hxe a woman, a 
matvellously lovely woman, Thne are the noble, pure out 
lines of antique beauty, with 1ts mable coldness On thy high, 
smooth brow, clear with the clea ness of ether, is no trace of 
cémpassion for the I'ttle suffer ngs of despised human’ty, on 
thy pale, beautiful cheek no blush of (celing, Among thy 
iaven locks, way.ng oot nto space he @o.1 fost has sp.ink ed 
its glittering crystals ‘Tae proud 1nes of thy throat, thy 
shouldeis’ curves, are so noble, but, oh unbendiigly cold; 
thy bosom’s whte chastity is feel ngless as the snowy icc 
Chaste, beautiful, and proud, thou floatest tirough et ier over 
the frozen sea, thy ghtler ng garment, woven of auroa beams, 
covering the vault of heaven But sometmes I divine a 
twitch of pain on thy I’ps, and erdless sad ress dicams ‘n thy 
dark eye 

“Oh, how tired Iam of thy cold beuty I long to retin 
to hfe Let me get home agin, as conqteior or as beg ar; 
what does that matter? But let me get home to begin 1 fe 
anew. The yeais ate pass ng hag, and what Jo they bring? 
Nothing but cust, Cry dust, waich the first wind Slows away , 
new dust comes in its place and the next wind takes it too 
Truth? Why should we always mace so much of triti? Tale 
ig more than cold truth, and we live but once’ 

“Tuesday, December, 26th 36° F below zero (38° C) 
This (the same as yesterday’s) 1s the greatest co d we haye had 
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yet Iwenta ongway north tc gay; fornd a big lane covered 
with newly fioven ice with a ae open piece of water in the 
middle The ice rocked up and Yown under my steps, sending 
waves out into the open pool It was stiange once more to See 
the moonlight playing on the coal black waves, and awakened 
a remembiance of wellknown scenes I followed this lane 
far to the north, seemed to see the outlines of high Jand in the 
hazy light below the moon, and went on and on; but in the 
end it turned out to be a bank of clouds behind the moon! t 
vapour rising from the open water I saw from a high hum 
mock that this opening stretched noith as far as the eye could 
reach 

“The same luxurious living as yesterday, a dinner of four 
courses, Shooting with daits at a target for cigarettes has 
been the great exeitement of the day. arts and tmget dre 
Johansen’s Chustmas present from Miss Fougnei ” 

“Wednesday, Decémber a7th Wind began to blow this 
afteinoon, 19} to 26 feet per second; the windmill is going 
again, and the arc lamp ohce more brightens our ltves, Johan 
sen gave notice of ‘a shooting match by electric light, with 
free concert,’ for the evening It was a pity for himself that 
he did, for he and several others weie shot into bankruptcy 
and beggary, and had to retire one after the other, leaving 
their cigarettes behind them.” 

“Thursday, December 28th. A lilile forward of the Zam 
there is a broad, newly formed open lane, in which she could 
he crossways It was covered with last night’s ice, in which 
slight pressure began tu day. It is star ge huw tudiffuent we 
fe to this pressure, which was the cause of such great 
trouble to many earlier Aictic navigators We have not 4) 
much as made the smallest prepaiation for possible necident 
no provisions on deck, no tent, no clothing in 1cadiness ‘This 
may scem like recklessness, but in really there is not the 
slightest prospect of the pressure harming us; we know now 
what the #vam can bear Proud of our splendid, strong shup, 
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we stand on her deck watching the tce come hull ng agar 
he sides, being crushed: ané@ broken there and haying to g 
down below her, while new 1 ¢ masses tumble upon he: out o 
the dak, to mect the same fite. IIere and there, ami 
deafening noise, some gicat mass rises up and lauiches sel 
threateningly ttpon the bulwarks, only to snk down gudde ly 
dragged the same way as the othas But at times when 01 
hears the roaung of tremendous pressine in the night, as ¢ 
iule so deathly still, one cannot but call to m'nd the disaster 
that this uncontrollable power has wrought 

“T am reading the story of Kane’s expedition just now 
Unfortunate man, lis preparations were miserably inadequate 
it seems to me to have been a reckless, unjustifiable proceed 
ing to set out with such equipments, Almost all the dogs 
thed of had fond; all the men had seurvy fiam the some 
cause, with snow blindness, frost bites, and all kinds of 
miseries IIe learned a wholesome agre of the Arctic night 
and one can hardly woider at it Ie wiites on page 173 ‘1 
feel that we are fighting the battle of life at disadvantage, and 
that an Arctic day and an Aictic night age a man more 1ap dly 
and harshly than a year anywhere else in this weay wold? 
In another place he writes that 1 is impossible for civil’sed 
men not to suffer in such cnet mstances These were sad, but 
by no means unique eaper ences An English Aictic explorer 
with whom I had some conversation, also expressed himself 
very discomagingly on the subject of life in the Pola regions, 
and combated my cheerful faith in the possibility of prevent 
ing stuvy, He was of opinion that it was inevuabie, and 
that no expedition yet had escapgd it though some mught 
have given it another name, tathef a humiliating view to take 
of the matter, I think, But I am foitunately in a position to 
maintain that it is not justified; and I wonder if they would 
not both change their opinions if they were here Lor my 
own part, I can say that+the Arctic nigit has had no ageing, 
no weakening influence of any kind upon me; I seem, on the 
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contialy, to glow younger. This quiet, regular | fe suits me 
rernarkably well, and I cannot reg ember a time when I ws in 
better bodily health balance en Tam at present I d fier 
from these other authouties to the extent of feeling incl ned 
to recommend this regon as an excellent sanatorum m 
cases of neivousness and general breakdown = Thus is in all 
s'ncerity,” 

“T am almost ashamcd of tie life we lead, with none cf 
those darkly pamted si ffcrings of the long winter n ght w uch 
are ind spensable to a p operly excit ng Arctic expedition We 

Shall have nothiig to write about when we get home, TI may 

say rehhe same of my comrades as I have sad for myself tecy 
all loox “healthy, fat, in good condition, none of the tract 
tional caer faces; no low spills any one heamg tie 
laug ater tat g on in the saloor ‘tre al of greasy wud! 
etc, (sce Juells poe), would be m no darbt abo tthig Bit 
how, mdeed, should {here be any ness? W th the beet of 
food of every kind, as Mqwuch of it as we want, and constant 
vauiely, so thal even the host fastid’ous can rot tc of it, good 
shelter, good clothing, godléd venti ation, exercise in the open 
air ad /ditum, no over exesOtion i he way of work, instructive 
and amusing books of evhery kind, relaxation m the s rape of 
cards, chess, dominoes, haima, mus ¢, and story tellnz how 
should any one be 2? >Eve1y now and then I hea remuks 
expressive of perfect sitPsficton with the hfe  ‘Tialy tie 
whole secret lies in arrangin?y things sensibly, and especially in 
being careful about the food! A thng that I beleve hig a 
good effect upon us 3s this hving togethei in the one saloc n, 
with everything in common So ‘ar as I know, it i the frst 
time that such a thing hks beer’ tied but it 1s quite te be 
recommended, I have hewd sorne of the men complain of 
sleeplessness © This 1s generally ‘considered to be one inevi- 
table consequence of the Arctic déukness. As far as Iam per- 
sonally conceined I can say that if have felt noth ng of u, I 
sleep soundly at mght I have no great bel ef m this slecp 
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lossness, but then I do not take an afie: dinner nap w ich 
most ot the others are addicted tu, ana if t'ey »'eep tor 
several hours dut ng the day they cin hardly expect to sleep 
all mght as well ‘One must be awike put of one’s time,’ as 
Sverdrup said ” 

“Sunday, December 31st. And now the last day of tle 
year has come, it has been a log year, Vid has b ot ght mucr 
both of good and bad It begiiwih good by by ng | tule 
Lay, such a new strange happiness that at fist I could ha dly 
beheve in it) = But hird, unsperkably hard was the pr tng 

that came later; no year has biought worse pati tran that 
And the time since has been one grext long ng 


“Would st thou be free fron cr ¢ and p né 
Thormest love nothing ¢ eon cul 


“But longing Oh, thee ae worse th ops Har that Al 
that 1s good and beautiful may flor ih 1its she ter Lyery« 
thing would be over if we cease to lo wg. 

“ But you fell off at che end old year, you ha dly ca ued 
us so far as you ought Sull you » git lave done worse; you 
have not been so bad after al = Mave not all hopes and cal 
culations been justified, and are we not duifting away jost 
where I wistied and hoped we shoud be? Only one thing 
has been anuss I did not th nk the di ft yould have gone in 
quite so many zig zags 

“One could not have a more beautifil New Yeu's Tve 
The atnora borealis 1s bu ung in wonderful colours and bards 
of Ight over the whole sky, but paticulatly in the north 
Thousands of stars sparkle in the blie firmament among the 
northern lights On every side th ice stretches endless and 
silent into the mght. ‘The rime covaied ngging of the Zzam 
stands out sharp and dark against the shining sky.” 

The newspaper was read aloud, only verses this time, 
among other poems the following — 
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A dyut > yuoyy™ te Gye Se Ptr ble 
Otyctrol © tha tote ddd u le, 

Votrhne x, tooo © Ufphtlatto cng 

Ord vseforve hab sweurst yor what 

On we must gol you wart le plewe te, 
‘tomiketslestl 9 fle wey lo terse ue 

In the old yorwest edn ts hady, 

Be wlsostt,cryoul cuisgriisidy 

Wicithe t me cons yous st broker ptiets ia 4 
When the time comes yor nisl won the gieat prve far 4, 
We firve itty hope, hav g rev led ovr grout gor, 

‘To cat next Clrs ans d nner beyond ti Noth Pole” 


Tung the evening we woe regaled with pine apple, figs, 
cakes and other sweets, and about midn ght Hansen brought 
in toddy, and Nordahl c gars and cigarettes. At the moment 
of the passing of the year all stood up, nd Thad to make an 
apology fora specch to the effect that the old year had been 
after alla good one, and I hoped the new would not be worse ; 
that I thanked them f@r good comradeship, and was sure that 
our life together this yea would be as comfortable and plea 
gant as it had heen during the last. Then they sang the songs 
that had been written for the farewell entertamments given to 
us at Christiania and at Beagen — 


© Orr motha, Weep not 1t was thou 

Gave them the wish to wander , 

To leave our coasts and turn their prow 
Towaids night and pens yonder 

Trou pomted’st to the open sea, 
The long cape was thy finger ; 

The white sm) wings they got fron thre; 
Thou canst not id them | sger 


“ Yes, theyraré thine, O mother old! 
And prond tho dost embrace them} 
Thou hear st of dangeis manifo d, 
But know’s thy sons can face the n. 
And tears of joy th ne eyes «I rain, 
The day the Zaz comes § cern g 
Up fjord 1gin to mus ¢ strato, 
And the rosr of thotgands chee g 
“ Rb N » 
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"Phen I read aloud ou last neet ng a tclegiam we 1ece ved 
at Tiomso fion Moltke Moe*— 


© Luc< on tle way 
Sun on the sea, 
Hun G1 yottr mi 1 4, 
Helo fom te winds 
May tie packed loc, 
Part and unclose 
Where the shop gus. 
Forward her progress be, 
Hen thor gh thes lent ser 
‘ther 
After her freeze up agun 
“Strength enoigh meat ec gh, 
Tfope enough, reat enough , 
The Fram wil go sure cro gt then 
To the Pole and so back ot ¢ c wellings of nen 
Luck on toe wy 
To Jee and tay brid 
And welcome brck to the fatherland! 


After this we 1ead some of Vinjes poems, and then sang 
songs from the Jramsyaa and others. 

It seems strange that we should have seen the New Year in 
ahendy, and that it will not begi1af home for eight hours yet 
It is almost 4a.m. now, I had thot ght of sitting up till it 
was New Yeai in Norway too; but no, I will 1athe go to bed 
and sleep, and dream that I am at home, 

“ Monday, January rst, 1894. The year began well. I was 
awakened by Juell’s cheerful voice wish ng me a happy New 
Yea. He had come to give mea cip of coffee in bed— 
delicious Turkish coffee, lis Christmas present from Miss 
Fougner It 1s Seautiful clear weathu, win the thermometer 
at 36° below zcro (— 38° C.). It almost seems to me as if the 
twilight m the south were beginniig’to grow, the upper edge 
of it to day was 14° above the houzon,” 

An extra good dinnei at 6 p.m 

1, Tomato soup. 
2, Cod roe with meltcd butter and potatoes 
3 Roast reindeer, with green peas, potatozs, and cranberry jam 


4 Cloudberries with mitk 
. Ringnes beer, 
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ldo it know f ths begirs to g ye any 11 presson cf great 
suffermgs and prvations 1 am lying in my berth writing 
reacing, and dreaming = [t 15 a’ vaya. a curious feeling ta wrne 
for the fist time the numoer of a New Year, Not tl then 
does one grisp the fict that the old year 1s a thi og of the past ; 
t1¢ new one is here, and one must prepare to wrestle wth t 
Who knows whit it o bt aging > Good and evil, nodoubt, at 
most good. Tt cainot but be hat we shall go forwa d towa d 
otr goal, and towards home 

“Life sich ard wreitied "n rcses 3 
€ ve forth rita a world of deewns,” 

Yes, lead us, if not to om goal that would be too carly-~ 
at least towards tt; streigtien our hope, but perhaps no, no 
pethaps, ‘These brave boys of mime deserve to succeed 
‘Lhere 1s not a doubt 1t11 mnds, Each one’s whole heat 
is set or geltng north; Icartead at in ther faces t shines 
from every eye. The g is one sigh of disippomtment every 
time that we hear that we are drifung south, one sigh of rel'cf 
when we begin 1o go noth again, to the unknown, And it ts 
im me and my theories that they tiust,. What if I have been 
mustaken and am leading them astray? Oh, T could not hulp 
myself! We are the tools of poweis beyond us. Weare bori 
under lucky or unlucky stars ‘Tull now I have lived under a 
lucky one; 15 its light to bedarkened? I am supenstitious, no 
doubt, but I believe in my star. And Norway, our fatherland, 
what has the old year brought to thee, and what is the new 
year bungng? Vam to think of that, but I look at our 
pretures, the gifs of Weenskold, Munthe, Katty Kielland 
Skredsvig, Hansteen, Cilf Pettersen, and I am at home, at 
home! 7 

“Wednesday, January 3rd = The old Jane about 1 300 feet 
ahead of the Zam has opened agai, a large iift, with a coat 
ing of tce and mme As soon as ice isformced n ths tenpera 
ture, the frost forces it to throw out its salinity on the surface, 
aid this ttself freezes into pretty salt Howers, resemb! ng hoa 
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fiost The temperature is between 38°L (39° C.)ard go"l, 
(40° C,) below zero, but wiran tere 1s added to ts a pt 1g 
wi d with a velocity of fiom g to 16 f2et per secord, it inust 
be allowed that it 1s rather ‘cool in the sade,’ 

* Sverdiup and I agieed to day that the Christmas holidays 
had better stop now, and the usuul life begin ag un, too mich 
idleness 15 not good forus It cariot be called a full nora 
conip icated one this life of ours but it his one advantage, 
that we are all satisfied with it, such as it 1s. 

“They are stil working in the eng ne roon, but expect to 
finish what they aie doing to the boiler 11.4 few days, and then 
allis done thee =‘T1en tie tuning lathe 1s to be sct up in 
the hold and tools for it have to be fo ged. ‘I'hete 1s often a 
job for Smith Lars, and then the forge flumes forward by 
the foiecastle, and sends its 1ed glow on to the rime covered 
uigging, and father up into the stay night, and out over the 
waste of icc. Tom far off you can I gar the strokes on the 
anvil ringrig though the sitent nght When one ts wander- 
ing alone out there and the wellknown sound reiches ones 
ea , and one sces the red glow, me nory recalls less solitary 
scenes While one stands gazing perhaps a light moves along 
the deck, and slowly up the 1ggmg, It 1s Johansen on his 
way up to the crows nest to read the temperature, Bless ng 
1s at present engaged in counting blood corpuscles again, and 
estimat ng amounts of hemoglobn Toi this purpose he 
draws blood every month fiom every mothers son of us, the 
bloodth rsty dog, with supreme contemt for all the outcry 
against vivisection IIansen and his assistint take obseiva- 
tions, The meteorological ones, which are taken every four 
houns, aie Johansen’s special department Tirst he reads the 
thermometer, hygiometer, and thermograph on deck (they 
were afterwards kept on the ice); next the batometer, baro- 
graph, and thermomete: in the saloon ; and then the minimum 
and maximum the:mometers in the c ow’snest (this to take 
the record of the tempefature of a highei ar stratum), Then 


222 Chaptu VE. 


he goes to 1ead the thermometers that are kept on the ice to 
measure the 1adiations fiom its smface and perhaps down Lo 
the hold, too, to see what ite Rempesaiare 1s there, Isvery 
second day, as a rule, astronomical observations ate taken, to 
dec de our whereabouts, and kcep us up to date in the crab’s 
progress we are making. Taking these obsciyations with the 
thermometer between 22° F and 40° F. below zeia (30° C, 
to — 40°C) 1s a very mixed pleasuie, Standing still on deck 
woiking with these fine insttuments and sciewing in metal 
screws with one’s bare fingers 1: not’ altogethe: agreeable It 
often happens that they must slap their aims about and tlamp 
hard up and down the deck, They are reccived with shouts 
of laughter when they reappear n the saloon after the perform 
ance of one of these thundeng nigger beak downs above our 
heads, that has shaken the whol2 sh.p. We ask innocently if 
it was cold on deck? ‘Not the very least, says Hansen, 
‘yust a pleasant tempeiatuie’ And your feet me not cold 
now?’ ‘No, I can’t fay that they are, but one's fingers get a 
little cold sometimes,’ Two of his had just been frost-bitten , 
but he refused to wear onerof the wolf skin suits which I had 
given out for the meteorolygists ‘Tt 1s too mild for that yet ; 
and it does not do to pam sh one’s self,’ he says, 

“T believe it was when the thermometer stood at 40° below 
zero that Hansen rushed up on deck one morning in shirt and 
drawers to take an obsetvation He said he had not time to 
get on his clothes, 

“ At certain intervals they also take magnetic obset vations on 
the ice, these two, I watch ther standing theie with lanterns, 
bending over the'r mstruments, and presently I see them 
tearing away over the flo€, their arms swinging Irke the ga‘ls 
of the windmtll when there is a wind pressure of 32 tn 
39 feet—but ‘it is not at all cold.’ I cannot help thinks ys 
of what I have read in the accounts of some of the earlie: ev 
peditions, namely, that at such temperatures it was impossible 
to take observations. It would take’ woise than this to make 
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these fellows give in In the intevals between thew observa 
tions and calculations I hear 8;:mu:mu ing in IIansens cavin 
which means that the puinc.pal is at present occupied im 
inflicting a dose of astronomy or navigition upon his assistant, 
“Tt 1s something dreadful the amount of card-playing that 
goes on in the saloon in the evenings now; the gaming demoi 
is abioad, far into the mght, even our model Sverdrup 5 
possessed by him, ‘They have not yet played the shirts off 
their backs, but some of them have | t21ally played the biead 
out of then mouths, two poor wietches have had to go with- 
out fresh bread for a whole month because they had forfeited 
their :ations of it to their opponents But all the same, this 
card playing 1s a healthy, harmless recreation giving occasion 
for much laughter, fun, and pleasure 
“An Irish proverb says: ‘Be happy, and if you cannot be 
happy, be careless ; and if you cannot be careless, be as care 
less as you can’ This 1s good phnlosgphy, which-—no, what 
need of proveibs hese, where life is happy! It wasn all sin 
cerity that Amundsen burst out yesterday with : ‘Vos, isn’t it 
just as I say, that we are the luckiest men 01 earth that can 
live up heie where we have no cates, get everything given us 
without needing to trouble about at, and are well-off in every 
possible way!’ Hansen agreed that it ceitainly was a life 
“without care, Juell said much the same a hittle while ago, 
vhat seems to please him most is that there aie no st mmonses 
: ere, no creditors, no bills, And I? Yes, I am happy teo 
slid 8 a0 ersy life nothing that weighs h2ayy on 016, no letters, 
dige Newspapers, nothing disturbing , just that monastic, out of- 
z world existence that was my diea un when I was younga 
will } Yeamned for quietness m which to give myself ip to my 
on tes Longing even when it 1s strong and sad, 1s not un 
must Pines A man has truly no right te be anything but happy 
« Mote permits him to follow up his ideals, exe nptmg hin 
€ wearing strain of. every-day cares, that he may with 


wilbea 
Tran gsion strive towards a lofty goal 


alter dined’ 


224 Chapter VI 


‘+ Where there 1s work, suzcess will follow,’ said a poet of 
the land of woik, Iam wotking,as hard as 1 can, so 1 suppose 
success will pay me a wistt Lyand bye I am lying on the 
sofa, reading about Kane’s misfortunes, drinking beer, smoking 
cigarettes—truth ob! ges me to confess that I have become 
addicted to the vice I condem1 s0 strongly but flesh 1s grass ; 
so I blow the smoke clouds mto the air and dream sweet 
dreams. It és hard work, but I must do the best I can” 

“Thusday, January 4th It scems as if the twilight were 
increasing quite perceptibly ncw, but this 1s very possibly only 
imagination, Iam in good spuits in sprte of the fact that we 
aie drifting south again, After all, what does it matte? 
Perhaps the gan to science will be as gieat, and after all, I 
suppose this desire to reach the North Pole is only a piece of 
vanity, I have now a very good idea of what it must be like 
up there, (I lke that ’ say you) Our deep water here is 
connected with, is a¢part of, the deep water of the Atlantic 
Ocean—of this there can be no doubt And have not I found 
that things go exactly as I calculated they would whenever we 
get a favomable wind? LJave not many before us had to wait 
for wind? And as to vanity that is a child’s disease, got 
over long ago, All calculations, with but one exception, have 
proved correct, We made our way along the coast of Asia, 
which many prophesied we should have great difficulty in 
doing. We were able to sail farther north than I had dared 
to hope for m my boldest mo nents and in just the longitud/ 
T wished. We aie closed in hy the ice, alsa as T wished = ‘Tl 
Fram has borne the 1ce pressure splend dly, and allows heir 
to be lifted by 1t without so much as creaking, in spitef 
being more heavily loaded with coal, and drawmg more Wir 
than we reckoned on when 1e made our calcu ations; if 
this after hei ceitain destiuction and ours was piophesim,. 
those most experienced in stch matters. I have notdpie 
the ice higher nor heavier than I expected it to be+ 


, amake 
comfort, warmth, and good ventilation on board are f i 
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iny expectauons Noth ng is wanting uo ow Lt pical,. 
the food ts quite exceptional! good, As Bless g and 1 
agreed a few days ago, 1t 1s as good as at home ; there 1s not 
a thing we long fo1, not even the thot pit of a beefsteak a la 
Chateaubnand, or a pork cutlet with mushrooms, and a bottle 
of Buigundy, can make our mouths wali; we sumply don't 
care about such things, The ptcparrtiors for the expedition 
cost me several yeais of piccious life, but now I do not 
grudge tiem, my object 1s attamed. On the ditt ng ice we 
Ive a winter life, not only m every respect better thar tiat of 
previous eapeditions, but actually as if we hid brought a bit of 
Noiway, of Emope, with us, We arc as well off as if we were 
at home, All together in one saloon, with evaything in 
common, we mea little put of the ftte lind, aid daly we 
draty closer and closer together. In one point only have my 
calculations proved incorrect, but unfortunately in one of the 
most important, I pie supposed a shadlow Polar Sea, the 
gieatest depth known 11 these icgons up tll now be ng 
80 fathoms, found by tie frannette I reasoncd that all 
currents would have a stiong mflueice in the shilow Polu 
Sea, and that on the Asiatic side the curient of the Sibeuan 
rivers would be strong enough to drive the ice a good way 
noith, But here I already find a deph which we cannot 
measure with all ow line, 1 depth of ceitamly 1,000 fathoms, 
and poss bly double that This at once tpsets all faith in the 
operation of a ctnrent; we find either no ic, ot an catremcly 
pllit one; my omy fist now wn ae th winds, Col unbus 
discovered America by means of 2 mistaken calculation, and 
even that not his own; heaven only muows wicre my mistake 
will lead us Only I repeat once more the Sibetiau di ftwood 
on t1¢ coast of Greenland cannot lic, and the way it went we 
must go’ 

“Monday January 8th, Little Liv isa year old today; it 
will be a féte day at home, ,As I was lying on the sofa reading 
after dinner, Peter put his head in at the door and asked me 
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to come up and look at a stiange sta: which had just shown 

itself above the horizon sh ning like a heacon flame 1 got 

quite a start when I came on Thx and saw a stiong red Tight 
just above the edge of the 1ce in the south, It twinkled and 
changed colour, it looked just as if some one were coming 

carrying a lantern over the ice; I actually believe that for a 

moment I so far forgot our surroundings as to think that it 

really was some person approaching from the south, It was 

Venus, which we see to day fot the fist time, as 1t has till now 

been beneath the horizon It 1s beautiful with its red light 

Curious that it should happen to come today It must be 
%»Liv’s star, as Jup ter is the home star And Liv’s birthday is 
anil icky day—we are on our way north again. According to 
observatieseys We aie certainly north of 79° N lat On the 
home day, Seprxgmber 6th, the favourable wind began to blow 
that cared us along the coast of Asia, perhaps Livs day has 
brought us into a g.,god curient, and we are making the real 
start for the north unc le) her star’ 

‘Enday, Januay upth. There was pressure about ten 
o'clock this moining m jthe cpening forward, but I could see 
no movement when I y,/a8 theie a little later, I followed the 
openmg some way to thy @ north It is pretty cold work walking 
with the thermometer g at 40° F. below zero, and the wind 
blowing with a velocity; of 16 feet per second straight in your 
face But now we ar,@ certainly duifting fast to the north 
under Liv’s star After ll it is not quite indifferent to me 
whether we are going notin} o1 south, When the diift is 
northwaids new life seems tc.’ come mto me, and hope, the 
ever young, spings fieyh and green from under the winter 
snow I sec the way open befigt@ me, and I see the home 
coming in the distance too great g happiness to believe in,” 

“Sunday, January r4th, Sung day agam The time is . 
passing almost quickly, and there 4,28 more hght every day 
There was great excitement today wecltem yesterday evening's 
observations were being calculated.: A,,!! guessed that we had 
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Several thot pit to 79° 18! or 


come a Jong way noith again 
oT fhe ete wen 


20 Others, I be eve, insted on 80° 
places us m 79° rg'N. lat ; 137° 31 E log A goad step 
onwards Yesterday the ice yas quct, but tha mova 
there was considerable picssine in several places, Good es 
knows what 1s causiog it just now, t s awlole weet aller 
pew moon, I took a long walk to the southwest and gt 
rght im among it. Packing began where I stood, with rus 
and thunders below me and on evayad = I yi npedy and 
ran like a hare, as if I had never heard sich a th ng white, 
it came so urexpectedly, ‘The ice was curtot sly flat loeto 
the south, the farther I went the flatter it giew, with caccllont 
sledging surface Over such ice one could dive many mi es 
a day,” 

“Monday, Januaty 15th, These was pressure forward ooh 
thts motning and towards noon, but we ieard the loudest 
sounds from the north, Sverdrup, Mogstad, aid Peter went 
in that direction and were stopped by a laige open chine! 
Peter and I afterwards walked a long d stance N.N 1, pasta 
large opening that I had skuted before Christmas It wis 
shining, flat ice, splendid for sledging on, wways better the 
farther north we went. The longer I wander abort and sea 
this sort of ice m all directions, the more strongly docs a] lat 
take hold of me that I have long had in my mind It world 
be possible to get with dogs and sledges over tis ice to tle 
Pole, if one left the ship for good aid made one’s way Tuk 
m the direction of Tanz Josef Land, Spitzbe ger, 0 the west 
coast of Greenland, It might almost be called at ersy exp cdi 
tion for tro men, A 

“But it would be too hasty to go off in smiig W. 1 t 
fist see what kind of drift the summa bi nes Anda 
think over it, I feel doubtful if t would be 1ght to go off vid 
leave the others Imagine if I came home aid they did not! 
‘Yet at was to explore the upknown Polar rogions that I came ; 
it was for that the Norwegian people gave their money 5 iid 

Q2 
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surely my first duty 1s to do that if Ica 1 must g ve the 
duft plan a Jonger tual ye, but if it takes ts in a wrong 
dnection then there is noting for it but to tiy the olie, 
cone what may ” 

“Thursday, Januaty 16th ‘Lhe ice is quict to day. Does 
loging stupefy one, o does t wear atself out and tuin a last 
nto stolidity? Oh, that bu ning longing mght and day was 
happiness but now its fite has tuned to ice, Why does 
home seem so far away? It 1s one’s all life, without it is so 
empty, so empty nothing but dead emptiness Is it the 
restlessness of sprng that 1s beginning to come over one, the 

engsue for act on for sometl ing different fiom this indolent, 
of mooging fe? Is the soul of man nothing but a succession 
winds? Perit feelings, shit. g as incaleulably as the chinging 
‘omy bia iis over (ued, day and nght my 

reaching the Pole ed o1 tie one point, the poss bility of 
need, to sleep, sleep d gt ag hame Pehaps 1, is rest T 
it cannot be that Bu Am I afaid of venturing my life? No, 
back ? Perhaps a scciet , What else then can be keepmg ime 
My mind 1s confused ¢ powbl of the practicability of ube plan? 
Tam a riddle to myselo'® whole thing has got mto a tangle ; 
feel any special trednd 7| 2 amworn out, and yet I do not 
reading last n ght? pvr’ Is it pethaps because I sat up 
bia 18 a blank, loofee! bing around Js emptiness, and my 
by them in a cuntous, d is at the home pictures and am moyed 
feel as if at does not wane ll way; I look into the future, and 
nthe autumn of ths yea i: h matter to me whether I get home 
the end, a year or two eid o-next So long as I get home in 
eem almost nothing. I have never 


thought this befoie Ip b 1 
Iraw, nor to do anythio ; liaye 10 inchoiation to read, no to 


1 few pages of Schopeyh g eke whatever. Folly Shall I try 
[am not sleepy. B np Dhauel ? No, I will go to bed, though 
onging now more thane: erhaps, if the truth wee known, I am 
sriting, tying to fg 2M ever The, only thing that helps me is 

‘eapress myself on these pages, and then 


lioughts have tun 
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looking at myself as it were fon the ov de Yer ni 
Ife 19 nothmg but a succession of moods half merory and 
half hope’ 

© Theisday, Jorvary Sth Tew nd Shit tegan yre> Ty 
has gone on blow 1g all tocay Wtia velo ly of 4G tr 1g ect 
per second, from SSE, $1, and EST It his no doubt , 
helped us on a good way north, but 1 seems to be gor g 
down , now, about midn ght, it hes su ik to 13 fect, vid the 
barometer, wh ch has been rising all the t me, has sudden y 
begun to fall ; Iet us hope that it is not a cyclone pass‘ng over 
us, bringing northerly wind = It is cut ous that there is amost 
always a rise of the theimometer with these stronger winds; 
to day it rose to 13° F, below zero (—25° C) A south wind 
of less velocity geneially loweis the temperate, and a 
moderate north wind raises 1. Payer’s explanation of this 
raising of the temperature by strong winds 1s that the wind 1s 
warmed by passing over large open ngs im the ice. ‘Ls can 
hardly be correct, at any rate in our cise, for we have few or 
no openings’ Iam rather inclined to bel eve thit the rise 18 
produced by air fiom higher strata pcing b ought down to the 
surface of the earth Itis certa n that the higher aur is warmer 
than the lower, which comes into contact wth snow ard ice 
surfaces cooled by radtiton Our observatiors go to prove 
that such 1s the case Add to ths that the a'r in its full is 
heated by the 11sing pressure. A stiong wind, even if it doca 
not come fiom the higher strata of the atmosphere, must 
necessarily make some coifusion 11 the mtttal ost on of the 
various strata, ming the higher » th tho ¢ be ow them ax 
vice versa, 0 

“Thad a strange dieam last night. IJad got hone I 
can still feel something of the trembling joy, mixed with furry, 
with which I neaicd land and the fist telegraph station, I 
had carried out my plan; we had reached the North Pole on 
sledges, and then got down to Tranz Josef Land I had 
seen nothing but dift ice; and when people asked what it waa 


. 
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hike up there, and how we knew we had been tothe Pole, I hid 
no answer to give; I had forgotten to take accurate obstiva- 
t ons, and now began to feel that this had bee. stupid of me 
It 1s very curious that I had an exactly similar dicam when we 
were duflung on the ice floes along the east coast of Greenland, 
and thought that we were bcing carried farther and father from 
ou: destination, Then I dicamed that I had reached home 
after crossing Greenland on the ice; but that I was ashamed 
because I could give no account of what I had secn on the 
way Ihad forgotten eyeiything, Is there not a lucky omer 
m the resemblance between these tyo dreams? I attained my 
aim the first time, bad as th ngs looked shall I not do so this 
time, too? IfI were superstitious I should feel surer of it; but, 
even though Tam not at all superstitious, I have a firm con- 
yiction that our enterprise must be successful ‘This belief is 
not meiely the result of the two last days’ south wind ; some- 
thing within me says that we shall succeed, I laugh now at 
myself for having been weak enough to doubt 1t. I can spend 
hours staring into the light, dreaming of how, when we land, I 
shall grope my way to the first telegraph station, ticmbling 
with emotion and suspense I wiite out telegram after tele 
gram ; I ask the clerk if he can give me any news from home , 
“Tiiday, January roth Splendid wind with velocity of 1, 
to 29 feet per second; we are going north al a grand rat 
The red, glowing twilight is now so bright about midda' 
that, if we were in more scuthern latitudes, we should expec 
to see the sun mse bnght aid glosious above the houzun in o 
few minutes, but we shall have to wait a month yet for that.” 
“Saturday, January zoth, I had about 600 Ibs, of pemmi- 
can and 200 Ibs. of bread brought up from the hold to day, 
and stowed on the forecastle. It is wiong not to have some 
provisions on deck against ary sudden emergency, such as fire.” 
"Sunday, January 21st. We took a long excursion tq the 
north-west ; the ice in that directign, too, was tolerably flat 
Sverdrup and I got on the top of a high pressure mound at 
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some distance from here, Tt wa, in the centre of what hid 
been very violent packing, but ail the cune the wall at its 
highest was not over 17 feet, and thi, was one of the h gl est 
and biggest allogether that I haye seen yet, An altitude of 
the moon taken this evening showed us to be in 79° 43° N lit, 
—exacily what I had thought. We are eo wcustomed now to 
calculating ou: duft by the wind, that we are rble to tell pretty 
nearly where weare This 1s a good step northwards if we coul | 
take many more such, In honou of the King’s oithday we 
have a treat of figs, 1ais ns, and almonds” 

“Tuesday, January 23rd. When I came on deck this motte 
ing, ‘Cataphas’ was silt ng out on the icc on the port quarter, 
barking incessantly to the east I knew thae mist bé some- 
thing there, and went off with a ievolver, Sverdit p follow ng 
with one also When I got near the dog he ca nc to meet, me, 
always wriggling his head round to the cast ind buking; then 
he ran on befoie us in thal directions it was platy that there 
was some animal there, and, of course, it could only be a bear 
The full moon stood low and iced 11 the north, and sent its 
feeble light obliquely acioss the b.oken ice susfacx I looked 
out sharply in all duections over the hummocks, which cast 
long, many shaped shadows ; but I could distingu sh nothing 


+ . . 
in this confusion, We went on, Caiaphas first, growling and 


ee 


barking and pricking his cars, and I after hmm, expecting every 
moment to see a bear Jooin up in front of us. Our comse was 
eastwards along the openng. ‘Lhe dog presently began to go 
mote cautiously and straighter forward; then he stopped 
making any noise except a low growl we were evidently diaw: 
ing near. I mounted a hummiocieto look about, and caught 
sight among the blocks of ice of something dak, which seemed 
to be comng towards us ‘There comes a black dog, I 
called, ‘No, it is a bear,’ said Sverdrup, who wis mote to 
the side of it, and could see better. I saw now, too, that it 
was a large animal, and that it had only been its head that I 
had taken fora dog. It was not unhke a bear in its move- 
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meat, btt w seemed to me ema kably dak in colow I 
peited we revolve. co tof ¢ beteter ard rasced forward to 
empty all its barrels nto the creature’s herd When IT wes just 
a few paces fiom it, and preparing to shaol, tt 1a sed its head, 
and I saw that it was 1 wilrus, and that same moment it thew 
itsclf s deways tnto the water. Tice we stood. ‘To shoot at 
such a fellow with a revolver would be of as much use as 
squirting wate: at a goose The great, black head showed 
again immediately in a strip of moonlig it on the dark water 
The animal took a long look at us, disappeared for a hittle, 
appeared again neaei, bobbed up and down, blew, lay with ¢ 
its head unde: water, shoved itself over towards us, ratsed tts 
head again It was enough to drive one mad + if we had only 
had a haipoon I could easily have stuck it into its back. Yes, 
if we had had—and back to the vam we ran as tast as our 
legs would carry us, to get harpoon and fle. But the harpoon 
and line were stored away, and wete not to be had at once , 
who could have guessed that they would be needed here? The 
harpoon point had to be sharpened, and all this took time. 
And for all our searching ‘afterwards, east and west, along the 
opening, no walius was to be found Goodness knows where 
it had gone, as there are hudly any openings in the ice for a 
long distance round Sverdrup and I vainly fret over not 
having known at once what kind of animal it was, for, if we 
had only guessed, we should have him now. But who expects 
to meet a walrus on close ice in the middle of a wild sea of al’ 
thousand fathoms depth, and that in the heart of winter? 
None of us ever heard of such a thing before; it is a perfect 
myfetZ. As I thought we gught have come upon shoals or into 
the neigipourhood of land, I had soundings taken in the 
afternoon yth 130 fathoms (240 metres) of line, but no bottom 
was found, 
‘By yestéday’s observat’ons we are in 79° 41'N, lat aid 
135° 29’ D ong. That 1s good progiess north, and it does 
not much mtter that we have been taken a little west The 
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clouds me driv'ig this even og oefoe 1 slog « tiw id 
so we shall hkely be ga’ng hefo ¢ if so01 too, 11 tie mead 
time there 1s a breeze from the south, so $l ght that you hardly 
feel it, 

The ope ung on our stern Les almostert uid wet W 
could see no end to a westwards when we went after c 
walrus, and Mogstad and Peter had gone three m es cust, 
and it was as broad as ever there’ 

“Wednesday, Januwy 2jth At supper ths everng Pete 
told some of his rematkaye Sptzoerger stories about hs 
comrade Andreas Bek, Well, you sce, it wis up about 
Dutchmans Island, o Ams cidam Island, taat Andicas Bex 
and I were on shore and got in among all the graves We 
thought we’d like to see what wis in them sc we broke up 
some of the coffius, aid thee they ly. Suucof thua lal 
still flesh on their jaws and noses and some of them stl had 
theu caps on their heads Andreas he was 1 devil of a fellow, 
you see, and he bioke up the coffins and got hold of the skuls, 
and rolled them about icre and the e Some of the n he act 
up for targets ind shot it ‘hen he w inted to see if there was 
marroy left in then bones, so he took and bioke a thigh bone 

and, sure enough, there was marrow; he took aid picked 
it out with a wooden pin.’ 

“Tlow could he do a th ng like thet?’ 

Qh, it was only a Dutchman, you know But .¢ had a 
bad dream that might, had Andiews All the dead mei came 
to fetch him, and he 1an fiom them and got 1i dit out on tl ¢ 
bowsput, aid tiere he sat ard yeled, wh ¢ the dead men 
stgod on the forecastle And the ore wth is broken thigh. 
bone in his hand was foremost, and*he came crawling out, and 
wanted Andreas to put it together again But just then he 
wakened We were lying in the sime berth, you see, Andreas 
and me, and I sat up in the berth and laugied, Istcnmg to 
hun yelling. I wouldn't waken him, not I, I tiought it was 
fun to heat him gett ng pud out a little 
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© CTL was bad of you, Peter, to have any putin thit hourd 
plnuder.ag of ded bod e«? 

Ot, I never did anythiny to tiem, you know — Just 
once I broke up a coffi1 to get wood tyke a ire for our 
coffee, but wher we opened it the sods tot fell to pec 
But at was juicy wood, thit, setter to biaa tiaa tie best 1 
roots such a fire as it mide} 

© Onc of the otheis now remaiked, Wasn't tt the devil that 
used a skull for his coffee cup? 

“© Woll, he hadn't asything else, you see, aid he just 
happened to find one, 1 sere was no harm in that, wr Liere ? 

“Then Jacobsen began to hold foith ‘Its not at all such 
an uncommon thing to use skulls for shootmy at, either 
because people fancy them for taigets, or because of some 
othe: reason , they shoot n through the eyeholes,’ etc, ete. 

“J asked Peter qhout ‘Tobiesen’s’ coffin—af it had ever 
been dug up to find ogt f it was true that his men had killed 
hun and his son 

“© No, that one has never been dug up’ 

“CT sailed past there’ last year,’ begins Jacobsen, again ; 
‘I didnt go ashore, but 1! seems to me that I heard that it 
had been dug up’ 

“© Thats just rubbish ; it has never been dug up’ / 

‘ Well, said I, ‘it see ns to me that I’ve heard something 
about it too; I believe it was here on board, and I am very 
much mistaken if it was not younself that said it, Peter.’ 

© No, I never said that, All I said was that a man once 
struck a walrus spear through the coffin, and it’s sticking there 
yet,’ a) 

 ¢What did he do that for?’ 

“Oh just because he wanted to know if there was any- 
thing in the coffin; and yet he didn’t want to open it, you 
know. But let him lie in peace now’” 

“Friday, January 26th, Peter and I went eastwards along 
the opening this morning for about seven miles, and we saw 
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shere it ¢ ids, in some old press..¢1 Iges, sw) Val? 


oye: seven miles, Movement in the ice began o1 our way 
home , indeed, there was pretty strong pressure all the time 
As we were walking on the new ice 11 tie opening vl rose 1 
furows or cracked under om feet Thea it used teelf up 
Lito two h gh walls, between wh ch we wa ced as of along 4 
street, amidst unccasing noises, somclines howlny and 
whining hke a dog complaming’of the cold somet nes a roar 
Ike the thunder of a gieat waterfill We were often obl ged 
to tike refuge on the old ice, eithe: because we came to open 
water with a confusion of float‘ng blocks, or because the line 
of the packing had gone straight acioss the opening and there 
was a wall in front of us hkeahgh frozen wave. It seemed 
as if the ice on the sout'rs de of the opening wuere the Fran 
1s lying, were moving east, or else that on the noith side was 
moving west ; for the floes on the two sides slanted n towads 
each other in these directions. We say tiacks of a httle bear 
which had trotted along the opening tre day before U1 
fortunately it had gone off south west, and we had small hope, 
with this steady south wind, of its getting scent of the sh p 
and coming to fetch a little of the flesh on board ” 

“ Satuday, January 27th ‘The days aie turning distinctly 
lighter now We can just see to read Ved xs Gang* abot 
midday. At that tine today Sverdiup thought he saw land 
far astern ; 1t was dark and mregulay, in some plhices ligh , he 
fancied that it might be only an appearance of clouds Wher 
I ret irned fiom a walk, about one oclock, I went up to look, 
but saw only piled up ice Perhaps this was the same ag he 
saw, or possibly I was too late (If turned out next day to be 
only an optical illusion) Severe pressure has been going on 
this evening It began at 7.30 astern in the opening, and 
went on steadily for two hours It sounded as if a 1oarmg 
waterfall weie .ushing down upon us with a force that nothing 


* A Norwegian newspaper. 
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could ter st. One heard the big floes crasing aid neacng 
against each othe: They were flung and pressed up into high 
walls, wh ch must now stretch along the’who e opening cast aid 
west, for one hears the roarthe whole way It ts com 1g nearer 
just now, the ship is getting violent shocks, it is hice waves 
mtieice. They come on us fiom behind, and move forward 
We stare out ito the mght, but can sec nothing, for it 1s 
pitch dak Now I hear crack ng and shiftiag in the hum. 
mock on the starboard quarter, 1t gets louder and stronger, 
and extends steadily, At last the waterfall roar abates a little 
It becomes more unequal, there 1s a longer interval between 
each shock. Iam so cold that I creep below. 

“ But no sooner have I seated myself to wnite, than the ship’ 
begins to heave and tremble aga, and I hear though he: sides 
the roar of the packing. As the bea trap may be in danger, 
three men go off to see to it, but they find that there 1s a dis- 
tance of g0 paces between the new pressure ridge and the 
wire by which the trap,is secured, so they leave it as it is, 
The pressure ridge was an ugly sight, they say, but they could 
distinguish nothing well in the dark, 

“ Most violent pressure 1s Leginning again I must go on 
deck and look at it, The loud roar meets one as one opens 
the door, It is com ig from the bow now, as well as from 
the stern It is clear that pressure-1idges are being thrown up 
in both openings, so if they reach us we shall be taken by. 
both ends and lifted lightly and gently out of the water! 

* There is pressure reat as on ell sides Creaking has begrat 
tn the old hummock on the pert quarter; it 18 getting louder, 
and, so far as I can see, the hummock 1s slowly rising, A Jane 
has opened night across the large floc on the port side; yor 
can see the water, dak asit is Now both pressure and noisy 
get worse and wotse, the ship shakes, and I feel as if IS 
myself were being gently lifted with the stern rail, where I 
stand gazing out at the welter of fe-masses, that resemble 
gant snakes writh’ng and twisting their great bodies out there 
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under whe quict, stany shy, wlusc peace is uiny boxe oy 
0 1¢ autora serpent waving and flickeling restlessly in the north. 
east. Ionce mote think what a confoit it 1s to be safe ou 
board the #vam, and look out with a certain contempt at the 
hornble hurly burly natwe is 1aising to no purpose what 
ever, it will not ciush us in a huiy, nor even frighten us, 
Suddenly I 1emember that my fine thermometer 1s in a hole 
on a floe to port on the other side of the opening and must 
certamly be in danger. I jump on to the ice, fiid a place 
where I can leap across the opening and giope aboul in the 
daik until I find the piece of ice covering the hole; I get hold 
of the string, and the thermometer 1s saved, I hunyon bowd 
again well pleased, and down into my comfortable cabin to 
smoke a pipe of peace—alas this vice grows upon me more 
and more and to listen with glee to the roa: of the pressure 
outside and feel its shakings, like so many earthquakes, as I 
sit and write my diary Safe and comfortable, I cannot but 
think with deep p ty of the many wlo have hal to stand by 
on deck in readiness to leave their fail vessels on the occur 
rence of any such pressure. The poor Zégeliof fellows they 
had a bad time of it, and yet their was a good ship in com 
parison with many of the others, it 1s now 11,30, and the 
noise outside seems to be subsiding 

“Tt 1s remarkable that we should have this strong piessure 
just now, with the moon in its last quarter and neap tide 
‘Lhis does not agiee with our previous caperiences , no more 
does the fact that the pressme the day before yesterday was 
from 12am, to about 2 pm, and then again at 2am, and 
now we have had ut from 7 30 torazopm Can land have 
something to do with it hee afte. al? ‘The temperature to- 
day 1s 42° F, below zeto (—4ry4°C), but there is no wind 
and we have not had such pleasant weathe: for walk ng for a 
long time; it fecls almost mild here when the air ts still, 

* No, that was not the end of the pressme, When I was 
on deck at a quaiter to twelve, roaring and trembl ng began 
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+f Bintig we forwad on the port quuter, ther suddenly 
came one Joud boom after another, sounding out im the dis- 
lance, and the ship gave a start; there was again a little pies. 
sine and after that qtietness, Taint aurora borealis.” 
“Sundty, Januriy 28th, Strange to say, there has been no 
vostie suce 12 o’clock last mght; the ice seems perfectly 
cic ‘Tie presume ridge astern showed what violent packing 
yerturday’s was, in ore place its height was 18 or 19 feet 
nove thesu fice of the water, floe1‘e 8 fect thick was broken, 
pessed up in squue blocks and ciushed to pieces, At one 
point 7 huge mo oltth of such floc ice rose h gh into the air, 
Beyond t15 pressme wall there was no great disturbance to 
she detect2d, ‘There hid been a1 tle packing here and thete, 











an@he floc to port had four or five Inge cracks across it, 
which ou’, acco xed for tac explos’ons I heard last 
night, to statooard was also ctacked im several 
places, had evidently come from the noith or 


N.N.E. The ridge 
seen yet, I believe th 
would have been lifted 
some distance in a nor! 
of pressure there, 

“ Another Sunday. 
so quickly as it does, 


hind us is one of the highest I have 
if the Jam had been lying there she 
ht out of the water, I walked for 
easterly direction, but saw no signs 


is wonderful that the time can pass 
, fo: one thing, we are in bette: spnits, 
knowing that we aie d, ifting steadily nowlh, A rough esti 
mate of to-day’s observat}ion gives 79° go N, Jat, ‘That 1s not 
much since Monday ; bfut then yesteiday and to day there has 
been almost no wind Mt all, and the uther days it has’ been 
very light, only once gr twice with as much as 9 feet velocity, 
the rest of the timeg¥ and%, 

SA remarkably’ event happened yesterday afteinoon: I got 
Munthe’s practire of the ‘T wee Prmcesses’ fastened firmly on 
the wall.«~ It isathing thal we have been going to do eve 
Sintce we left Christiania, but we haye never been able to sum- 

mon up energy for such a heavy: undertaking —~it meant 
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knocking in four nails and the picture has amused itse f by 
constantly falhng and guillotming whoever happened to be 
sitting on the sofa below 1t” 

«Tuesday, January goth 79° 49’ N lat, 134° 7 E 
long,, 1s the tale told by this afternoon s obseivations, while by 
Sunday afternoon's we weie in 79° go’ N, lat, and 133° 23/0 
long. This fall off to the south east again was not more than 
I had expected, as it has been almost cam siice Sunday. I 
explain the thig to myself thus: When the ice has been set 
adrift in a certain dnection by the wind blowing that way for 
some t’me, it gradually in process of drifting becomes more 
compressed, and when that wind dies awvy, a reaction in the 
opposite direction takes place. Such a eaction must, I be- 
lieve, have been the cause of Satuiday’s pressme, which 
stopped entirely as suddenly as it hegan Smee then there 
has not been the slightest appearance of movement in the ica 
Probably the pressure indicates the time when the drift tuned 
Alight bieeze has sprung up this afteinoon fiom SE and 
ESE, incteasing gradually to almost ‘ mill wind’ We are 
going north again, surcly we shall get the better of the Soth 
degree this time.” 

“ Wednesday, January grst ‘The wind is whistling among 
the hummocks ; the sno\w flies rustling through the air; ice 
and sky are melted into one, It is duk, ow skins are 
smaiting with the cold ; but we ae going north at full speed, 
and are in the wildest of gay spirits ’ 

“Thursday, Tebuary rst. The same soit of weuher ay 
yesterday, exceys that it hus tuned q cee ne kd-—74° 4. below 
zero (—22° C.) The snow ts fallng exactly as it does in 
winter weather at home The wind is move southeily, SSL, 
now, and rather lighter. It may be taken for granted that we 
have passed the Soth degice, and we had a small prelimmary 
féte this evening—figs, raisins, and almonds~-a2d dait shoot 
ing, which last 1esulted foy me in a timely raplenishme i of my 
cigarette case, 
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Vi day, Feb uary 21d) If gh festival to day in honow of 
the 80th degice, beginning with fresh 1ye-bread and cake for 
breikfast Look a long walk to get up an appetite for dinne 
According to this mom ng» cbservauon, we are m 80° 10 N 
lat, and 132° 10’ L, long. Hunuah! Well sated 1 had 
offered to bet heavily that we had passed 80°, but no one 
would take the bet Dinner menu; Oxtail soup, fish 
pudding, potatoes, rissoles, gieen peas, haricot beans, cloud- 
beres with milk, and a whole bottle of bea to each man 
Coffee aid a cigaictte after dinner, Could one wish for moic? 
In the evening we had tinned peais and peaches gingeibiead, 
dned bananas, figs raisins, and almonds Complete holiday 
all day We read aloud the d scussions of this expedition 
published before we left, and had some good laughs at the 
many objections 1a sed But our people at home, pcr iaps, do 
not laug1 if they read them nov. 

‘Monday, lebruary 5th. T.ast ime we shall have Ringnes 
beet at dnner Day of momning . y 

“Tuesday, February 6th. Calm, clear weather, A strong 
sun g ow above the honzon in the south, ycllow, green, and 
lig at blue above that, all the rest of the sky deep ultramar ne 
T stood looking at it, trying to remember if the Italian sky was 
ever bluer; I do not think so It 1s custous that this deep 
colour should always occur along with cold Is it perhaps 
that a\cunent fion moie noitheily, clcat iegions prodices 
die: and more transparent air in the upper strata? The 
colour was sd remukable today that one could not help 
noticing it Striking confrasts to it were formed by the Jam's 
red deck-house, and the white snow on roof and rigging Ice 
and hummocks weie quite violet wheiever they weie tuned 
from the daylight! This colour was specially strong over the 
fields of snow updn the floes, The temperatu e his been 
52° F and 54° F. below zeio (47° aid = 48°C). There is 
a sudden change of \r25° I" wher one comes up fiom the 
saloon, where the thermomeler ts at 72° F (++ 22°C), but, 
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although thinly clad and bareheaded, one does not fecl t col 
and can even w th mpunity take hold of the 9255 door aide 
or the steel cable of the 1 gging. The cold isvis ble, howeve , 
one’s breath 1s like cannon smoke before it 1s out of ones 
mouth, and when a man spits there 1s qu te a little clot d of 
steam 1ound the fallen mosture The 7am always gives cf 
a mist, which ‘s can‘ed along by (1¢ wind, and 2 man or a dog 
can be detected far off among Lic hummoce xs o1 pressure r dges 
by the pillar of vapour that follows his prog css, 

‘Wednesday, February 7th It is eatraoid amy wiata fral 
thing hope, o1 1athe: the mind of mii,is There was a hittle 
breeze this mornmg from the NNT, oily 6 feet per second 
thermometer at 57° F below zero ( 49 6° C.), and imme- 
diately one’s brow 1s clouded over, and it becomes a matter of 
indifference how we get home, so loig as we only get ho ne 
soon I immediately assume la 1d to the northward from wh ch 
come these cold winds, with cleat atnosphe ¢ ard fost and 
br ght blue sk es, and conclude that t1s extensive tract of land 
must form a pole of cold witi 1 constint maximum of air 
pressmne, which will force us sotth with no th east winds 
About midday the air began to grow more hazy, and my mood 
less.gloomy. No doubt there is a south wind coming but the 
temperature 1s still too low for it. Then Lhe temperature, too 
rises, and now we can rely on the wind. And this evening it 
came, sure enough, fiom SS W, and now 12 pm, its yeloc’ty 
is x1 feet, and the temperatuie has sen to 43° I’. below zero 
( 42°C). This prom ses well We shot ld soon reach 81° 
The land to the noithwaid has now vanisied fom my mind's 
eye f 

“We had hme juice with sugar at dinner to day 11stcad of 
beer, and it seemed to be approved of. We call it wine, and 
we agreed that it was better than cider, We ghing ha’ pone 
on this evyenmg and the inciease in ceilar cases 9 sull ds 
quteting, Some have gaindd as much as 4 pounds in the last 
month, for instance, Sverdrup, Blessing, and Juell, sho beats 
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the eco d on board with 13 store. 'Y never weighed so much 
as I do now, says Blessing, and it 15 much the same story with 
us all Nes this 13 a fat guiag expedition, but our menus are 
always ‘in due piopertion to our labours ‘To-day’s dinner 
Know’s bean soup toad in the hole, potatacs, rice, and milk 
wath cranberry jam = Yesterday's dinner: Tish au gradin 
(hashed fish) with potatoes, curried rabbit with potatocs and 
Trench beans, stewed bilbenies, and cranbeiries with milk 
At bicakfast yesterday we had freshly baked wheat bread, at 
breakfast to-day freshly baked rye biead. These are specimens 
of our ordinary bills of fare It 13 as I expected Then the 
wind ioaring i1 the ugging now; it 1s going to be a regular 
storm, according to our ideas of one here 

“Saturday, Yebiuary roth Though that wind the other 
day did not come to much after all, we still hoped that we had 
made good way north, and it was consequently an unwelcome 
surprise when yesterday’s observation showed ow latitude to 
be 79° 57 N., 13’ farther south instead of father north. Itas 
extraoidinary how little mured one gets to disappointments, 
the longing begins again; and again attainment seems so far 
off, so doubtful, And this though I dieam at nights just now 
of getting out of the ice west of Iceland, ITope is a rickety 
craft to ttust oneself to I had a long, successful dive with 
the dogs to day 

© Sunday, February ‘11th. To day we diove out with two 
teams of dogs Things went well, the sledges got on much 
better over this tce than I thought they would ‘They do not 
sink mach in the snow, On fat ice four dogs can diaw two 
men. as 

* Tuesday, Februaty 13th A long drive south-west yester- 
day with whnte dogs, To day still faither in the same direction 
on snow shoes It is good healthy exercise, with a temperature 
of 43° F. to 47°T. below zero (— 42° and — 44°C.) and a 
biting north wind. Nature is so: fair and pure, the ice is so 
spotless, and the lights and shadows of the growing day so 
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beautiful on the new fallen snow. Lhe 2/aars hoa frost 
covered rgging niees straizht and wi te w th r ne towa J, the 
sparkling blue sky. Qics thoughts tu to the sicws oc ar 
days at home 

“Thusday, Tebruuy sth. I wert yestadiy 01 snow- 
shoes farther north cast than I hive ever been befoe, but I 
could still see the ship’s rigging above the elge of the ice I 
was able to go fast, becuse the ice was flat m thit dtection 
To day I went the same way wth dogs. T am examin ny 
the ‘lie of the land’ all rotnd, and Un k 1g of plans for the 
fuluie, 

“What exaggerated reports of the Arctic sold are in circula- 
tion It was cold in Greenland, and it 15 not milder here; 
the gencial day temperature just now 1s about qo° I. aid 
43°F, below zero, I was clothed yesterday i ustal as regirde 
the legs diaweis knickcibockeis, stockings, fiicze leggings, 
snow-socks, and moccassins ; my body coyeung consisted of an 
ordinary shirt, a wolfsk n cape, and a scascan jackct, and I 
sweated hke a hose Today I sat st i, duving with only thin 
ducks above my oidinary kg wear, and on my body woollen 
shirt, vest, Iceland woollen jersey, af eze coat, and a sealskin 
one, I found the tempmatme quite pleasant, and even pei 
apited a hittle to-day, too Both yesterday and to day I had + 
red flannel mask on my face, but it made me too warm, and I 
had to take 1t off, though there was a bUcr b ecze fiom the 
north, That noith wind 1s st Il persistent, somet nes wth 4 
velocity of 9 or even 13 fect, but yet we do not scrn to be 
diifiing souuh, we he m 80" N, lu, or even a few minutes 
faither north What can be the rcaton of hye? ‘Shere 19 1 
litle pressure every day just now. Cuntous tl at it should agin 
occur at the moon’s change of qi ate: The moon stands high 
in the sky, and there is daylight now, too. Soon the sun will 
be making his appearance, and when he does we shall hold 
lugh festival, é 

“Pnday, February 16th Tunah! A meridian observa 
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tion to day shows 80° 1 N, iat,, so that we have came a few 
minutes north since last Triday, and that in spite of constait 
northerly winds «mce Monday. ‘There 1s somet wig very 
spgularabo ths Is ast bave though, all along fiom the 
appearance of the clouds and the haziness of the arr, that the ¢ 
has been sout] wind in the south preventing the dr ft of the 
ice that way, or have we at last come urdet the influence of a 
cuuent? That shove we got to tie sovth lately in tie face 
of southerly w ids was a iematkable thing, and so 18 01 
remaming where we are now in spite of the northetly ones — It 
would seem that new powers of some kind must be at work, 
“Today another noteworthy thing happened, which was 
that about midday we saw the sun, or, to be more correct, an 
image of the sun, for it was only a mnage A _ pecular 
impiession was produced by the s ght of that glowing fire It 
just above the outermos edge of the ice Accord ng to tie 
enthusiastic descuiptions given by many Arctic trave'lers of the 
first appeaiance of this god of life after the long winter night 
the imptession ought 1 be one of jubilant excitement; but it 
was not soin my case Ve had not expected to see it for some 
days yet, so that my fcelng was rather one of pain, of diffs 
appointment, that we mist have dufted fatther south than we 
thought So tt was with pleasure I soon d scoveied that aft 
could not be the sun itself Them rage was at fist hke {a 
flattened out glowing ied st eak of fire on the hor'zon , lato'er 
there were two streaks, tie one above the othei, with a d hak 
space between, and from the maintop I could sce four, pt yor 
even five such houzontal lines dnectly over one another, He 
all of equal length , as 1 one could only imag ne a squaie du 
red sun with hottzontal dak stieaks across t. Anactonomig# f 
observation we took in tlc afternoon showed that the sun mut, 8 
in reality have been 2° 22 below the horwon at noon; ve } 
cannot expect to see its disc above the ice before Tuesday a 
the earliest : 1t depends cn the refraction which is veiy stro of 
inthis cold arr All the same, we had a small sun festival tho « 
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evening, on the occasion of the ap rearance of us mage 1 
treat of figs bananas, 1ais ns, almonds, and g ngerlncad 
“Sunday, Pebruary r8th I went eastwards yesleiday on 
snow shnes, and found a good s1ow shoeing ind duving road 
out to the flats that lie in that ditection, ‘Lhete 1s a pretty bad 
bit first, with hummocks aid pressure tidycs and then yor 
come out on these grcat w de plaris, which sccm to extend fo 
miles and miles to the noit, cast, and south cast ‘To day I 
diove ort there with eight dogs , tre diving gors cap tally now, 
some of the others followed on s row shoes St Ino thaly w nd 
This 1s slow work; but anysow we are having cleu, bright 
weather, Yes, it 1s all vety well we snow shoe, sledge, read 
both fot instiuction and amusement, write, take obscivations 
play cads, chat, sinoke play chess, cat and drink ; but all the 
same it is an execrable life in the long iu, this at least, so it 
seems to me at mes. When I look at the pictuice of our 
beaut.ful home in the eyea.ng light, with my wife stina ng m 
the garden, I feel as if it were 1 npossble that t2 s could go o1 
much longer But only the meruless falus k ow when we 
shall stand there together again {cel ng all 1 fes swectness as 
we look out over the smiling fyoidjand .. i Taking 
everything into calculation, uf I am to be perfectly honest, [ 
think this is a wretched state of matters Weare nowin about 
80° N. lat, i September we were in 79°, that 1s, Ict us say, 
one degree for five months. If we > on at th $ 1ate we shall 
be at the Pole in forty five or say fly, months, and in n nety 
on one hundied months at 80° N Jat on the other sde of x, 
with probably some prospect of gett ng o t of the ice and 
home 11 4 month or two moe At best, f th ngs Zo ON as 
they ae doimg now, we snall ne home tr egu yous I 
remember Brogge: wilting before I left, when I was planting 
small bushes and tiees in the ga den foi futuie ge ieiations, 
that no one knew what length of shadow these trees would cast 
by the time I came bick , Well they are lying wider the w nter 
snow now, but in spr nethey wil shoot and gow agun -how 
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often? Oh! al times ths mactiyity ciushes one’s very soul; 
o1c’s Ife scems as dak 1s the winter night outside; there 1s 
sun ight upon no pail of it except the past and the fai, far 
distant future I feel as if I must break thiough thus dead 
ness, this nertia, and find some outlet for my energies Can't 
something happen? Could not a hurricane come and tear up 
this ice, and sct it rollmg nm high waves like the open sea? 
Welcome dange:, if it only biings us the chance of fighting 
for our hives only lets us move onwaids! The miserable 
thing is to be inactive onlookers, not to be able to lift a hand 
to help ourselves fo.wards. It wants ten times mote stiength 
of mind to sit still and trust im your theovies and let nature 
work them out without your bemg able so much as to lay one 
stick acioss another to help, than it does to trust in working 
them out by yom own encrgy—that 13 nothing when you have 
a pau of strongarms, Here J sit, whiming hke an old woman. 
Did I not know all this befoie I started? Things have not 
gone worse than I expected, but, on the contrary, rather better. 
Where is now the serene hopefulness that spead itself in the 
daylight and the sun? Where are these proud maginmgs now, 
that mounted hke young cagles towards the burghtness of tha, 
future? Like bioken winged, wet crows they leave the sun li 
sea, and hide themselves m the misty marshes of despondency! 
Peihaps it will all come back again with the south wind; bujt 
no I must go and rummage up one of the old philosopher; 
agam, | 

“There is a httle pressure this evening, and an observation 
just taken seems to indica ¢ a diift of 3 south 

“ir pm _ Pressuie inche opening astein The ice 15 crack- 
iag and squce? ng against the sh p, making i, shake 

“Monday, February 19th. Once mote it may be sad that 
the night is daikest just before the dawn. Wand begai to blow 
from the south to-day, and has icached a velocity of 13 feet 
pe: second. We did some ice boring this morning, and found 
that the ice to portis 5 feet r1$ inches {1 875 metres) thick, with 
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a layer of about 1} inches of snow ove: it The ice foiwnad 
was 6 fect 74 mches (2’08 metres) thick, but x couple of inches 
of this was snow ‘This cannot be called much giawth for 
quite a month, when one thinks that the temperature has been 
down to 58° F, below zero. 

Both to day and yesterday we have sccn tl ¢ m 1nge of the 
sun again, to day it was high above the hoi zon, and almost 
seemed to assumea 10und, disc] he form. Sone of tle otheis 
maintain that they have seen the upper cdge of the stn itself; 
Peter and Bentzen that they have seen atleast salf of the d se, 
and Juell and Iansen declate that the whole of it was above 
the horizon. I am afraid it 1s so long since they saw it that 
they have forgotten what itis hike. 

“Tuesday, February 2oth, Great sun festival to-day without 
any sun We felt ceitain we should see it, but there weie 
clouds on the horizon. However, we were not gomg to ba 
cheated out of our festival, we can hold ainther an the acra- 
sion of really seeing it for the fist time. We began witha 
grand nifle practice in the moining , then there was a dinnei of 
three or four couses and ‘Tiam wine,’ other vise hime juice, 
coffee afterwards with ‘iam cake’ In the evening pie apple, 
cake, figs, bananas, and sweets. We go off to bed feel ng that 
we have ovei eaten ourselves, while half a gale fiom the S$ I 1s 
blowing us northwards. The mill has been going to-day, and 
though the real sun did not come lo the festival, our saloon 
sun lighted up our table both at dinner and supper. Great 
face~washing in honour of tie day. ‘Che way we are laying on 
flesh 13 getting scious, Sevetal of us are like prize p gs, and 
the bulge of cook Juell’s cheeks, notte mention another part 
of his body, 1s quite alaaming I siw tim am profile to day, 
and wondeied how he could ever manage to cairy such a col. 
potation over the ice if we should have to luin out one of 
these fine days. Must begin to think of a course of short 


rations now, ° 
“Wednesday, Febiuay erst The south wnd continues, 
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‘Took up the bag nets to day which were put out the day before 
yesteiday In the upper one, which hung near the surface, 
there weie chiefly amphipod ; in Murray’s net, which hung at 
abous 50 fathoms depth, t e.¢ was a var.e.y of small c.ustaces 
aid othe: small an mals sh ning with such a stiong phosphor 
escence that the contents of the net looked hke glowing 
embers as I enptied them out in the cooks galley by lamp 
lght To my astonishment, the net line pointed notth west, 
though from the wind ther2 ought to be a good northerly drut 
‘To clear this matte: up I let the net down im the afternoon 
and as soon as it got a hittle way unde the ice the line pointed 
noith west again, and cont nued to do so the whole afleinoon. 
How is this phenomenon to be explained? Can we after all 
be in a cuent moving ioith west? Let us hope that the 
future will prove such to be the case We can reckon on two 
points of vauiation in the compass, and in that case the current 
would make due NN.W. ‘here seems to be suong move 
ment inthe tce It has opened and formed channels in several 
places.” 

“Thursday, Febuary 22nd. The net line has pointed west 
all day till now, afternoon when it 1s pointing stia’ght up ani 
down, and we are presumably lying still, The wind slackene 
to day till it was quite cilm in the afternoon, Then therd 
came a faint biceze fiom the south west and from the west, and 
this evening the long dieaded noith wester has come at last 
At 9 pm, it is blowing pretty hard from N,N W. An obseiva 
tion of Capella taken in the aftcinoon would seem to show 
that we are in any case not farther north thin 80° rx, and this 
after almost four days’ routh wind. What ever can be the 
meaning of this? Is there dead water under the ice keeping 
it fiom going either forwards or backwards? ‘The ice to star- 
board ciacked yesteidiy, anay beyond the bear ttap, The 
thickness of the solid floe was 11} feet (3 45 metres), but 
bes des this other ice was packed on to it below Where it 
was broken across, the floe showed a marked stiqtificd foma- 
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t'on recalling the stalification of a glacier Lyen the datvr 
and du ier st ata were there, the colour 11 this case produced 
by the biownish red organisms thit nha vit the wate, spec 
mens of “hich I foand at an cater dac Tn several pleces 
the stiata were bent and bioken, exact y in the sume manner 
as the geological stiata forming tic eaith’s ciust ‘This wis 
evidently the icsult of the horizontal pressiie in the ice vt the 
time of packing. It was especialy ioticcasle at one place 
near a huge mound foimed duning the last pressure * 

Tt was extitoid nary too to sec how this floe of over thice 
yaids in Usickness was bent into great waves withoi t brea . ag 
This was clearly done by pressure, and was spec ally uctice- 
able more particularly near the piessmendges, which had 
forced the floe down so that ils upper suface lay even with 
the water line, whilst at othe: places it was a good half yaid 
above it, in these last cases thnust up by ice pressed in below 
Tt ali shows ] Ow catruscly piastic thesc flocs arc, Jn ppite uf the 
cold ; the tempciature of the ice near tle suface must have 
been from 4° Fr. to 22° I, below zeio (20° Lo ~ go” C.) at 
the time of these pressures, In many places the bending had 
been too violent, and the floe had ciacked, ‘The cracks woe 
often covered with loose ice, so that one could easily enough 
fall into them, just as in crossing a dangerous glacic, * 

‘Saturday, Tebiuary 2gth Obseivat >15 to day show us 
to be in 99° 54’ N, Jat, 132° 57 1, loig Stange that we 
should have come so fai south when the noth o1 north west 
wind only blew for twenty fom hous, 

“Sunday Febuary 25th It looks as if the ice were duft 
ing enstwaids now, Oh! I sce picfures of summer and green 
trees and tppling steams Ll am reading of valley and 
mountan life, and I grow sck at heat and eneiyated Why 





* In sp te of ths bending of the strata, the surface of the ice and snow 
remrined even ’ 


250 Chapier VI, 


dwell on such things just now? It will be many a long day 
lefore we can see ali that ain. We me gomg at the miser- 
able pice of a snal but rot so sucly as it goes We cany 
om house with us; but what we do one day 1s undone the 
next, 

“Monday, Tebruary 26th We ase drifting northeast. A 
tre nendous snowstorm 1s going on. The wind has at t mes a 
velocity of over 35 feet per second; it is howling in the rig 
gng, whistling over the ice, and the snow is dufting so badly 
that a man might be lost in it quite neat at hand. We are sit 
ting here listening to the howling in the chunney, and im the 
ventilators, just as if we weie sitting in a house at home in 
Norway. The wings of the windmill have been going round 
at such a rate that you could hardly dist nguish them , but we 
have had to stop the mill this evening because the accumu- 
lators are full, and we fastened up the wings, so that the wind 
might not destroy them. We have had electric light for almost 
a week now. 

“This 1s the strongest wind we have had the whole winter, 
Tf anythiig can shake up the ice and drive us noith, this must 
doit But the baiometer is falling too fast, there will be 
noith wind again presently. Hope has been disappointed too 
often ; it 1s no longer elistic; and the gale makes no gieat 
impression on me. I look forward to sping and summet, in 
suspense as to what change they will bring, But the Arctic 
night, the dieaded Arctic night, is over, and we have daylight 
once again. I must say that I see no appearance of the 
sunken, wasted faces which this night ought to have produced ; 
in the clearest daylight andthe br ghtest sunshine, I can only 
discover plump, comfortable looking ones It 1s curious enough 
though about the hght We used to thmk it was 1 ke 1eal day 
down here when the incandescent lamps wete burning, but 
now, coming down fiom the daylight, though they may be all 
hf, it 1s like coming into a cellar. When the arc lamp has been 
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bunning all day, as it has to day and is then put out and is 
place supphed by the incandescent ones, the effect 1s much 
the same ” 

“Tuesday, Tebraay 2yth, D f ng TST: My pessim an 
is justified A strong west wind has blow: almost all day, 
the barometer 1s low, but has beg im to mse unsterdily. "The 
tempeiature is the h ghest we have had all winter, to days 
maximum is 15°F. above zcio( 97°C) At 8 pm. the the- 
mometer stood at 7° Fy below zcio( 22°C) Thetumpea 
ture rises and falls almost exactly conve sely with the ba1o- 
meter. This afteinoon’s observation places us in a .0ut 80° 10! 
N. Jat.” 

“Wednesday, Tebruary 28th, Beautifil weather to day, 
almost still, and temperatuie only about 15°, to 22°, below 
zero (—26° to —3o” 5 C), Theie were clouds im the south, 
so that not much was to be seen of the sun; but itis I'ght 
wonderfully lorg alrcady, Sverdiup and I weat srow shocug 
after di iner—the first time this year that we have been able to 
do anything of the kind in the aftenoon We made attempts 
to pump yesteiday and to day ; thee ought o be a little wate, 
but the pump would not suck, though we tried both wan 
water and salt, Possibly there is water frozen round it, and 
possibly there 1s no water at all. In the eng nc 100m there has 
been no appearance of water fo. more than a month, and none 
comes into the forchold, especially now that the bow ts raised 
up by the pack-ce ; so if there 13 any it can only bea little ia 
the hold This tightening may be attributed chiefly to the 
frost, 

“The wind has begun to blow «ain from the §S.W  th’s 
evening and the barometer is falig, whie. ougw to mean 
good wind coming, but the barometer of hope docs not rise 
above its normal he ght I had a bath thi, evening inatn 
tub in the galley; trimmed and clean, one feels more of a 
human being.” . 

“Thuisday, March rst We are lying aln ost sull Beautt- 
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ful mild weather, only 2)? L below zero ( 19’ C.), sky ova. 
east, light fall of sow, aid light wind = We made atten pts to 
sound to day, haviry lengthened om hemp line with a single 
stiand of steel, ‘This bioke off with tic lead. We put on a 
new lead, and the whole }ne 1an o t avovt 2,000 fathoms, 
w thout touch ng bullom so far as we could make out, In 
process of hauling 1m, the steel lie Inoke again, So the 
icsults aie: no bottom aid two sot id og leads cach of 
100 Ibs, weight, mak ng heir way dow, Goodness knows if 
they have reached the bolta n yet I dec arc I feel 1c ried to 
beheve that Beitven 5 rygait and that it is tie hole at the 
earth’s axis we are try ig to sound,’ 

“Triday, Maich and. The pups have lived until now in 
the chartioom, aid have done all the mischief there that they 
could, giawing che cases of Hanscns instrumetta, the log- 
books etc, They were taken out on deck yesterday for the 
first time, and to day they haye been theie all the mouning, 
They are of ar enquning tuin of mind, aid examine eyveiy- 
thing, bemg specially interested in the intenois of all the 
kennels im th » new large town” 

§ Sunday, March 4th ‘The duft 1s stall stiong south ‘There 
1s noith westerly wind to day again, but not quite so much o 
it. I expected we had come a long way south, but yesteiday’s 
obseivation still shows 79° 54’ N lat We must have duified 
a good way north during the last days betore this wind came, 
Tle weather yesterday and to day has been bitter, 35° I. and 
363° F below zero { 37° aid —38° C), wth sometimes as 
much as 35 feet of wind per second must he called cool Lt 
15 cunlous that now the mortherly winds bring cold and the 
southaly warmth Lait er in the winter it was just the oppos’te 

“ Monday, Maich 5th Sveidiup and I have been a long 
wa} noith east on snowshoes The ice was in good cond tion 
for u, the wind has tossed about the snow fincly, covering 
over Lie presstie 1udge, as far as the scanty supply of matenal 
has permitted. 
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“Tuesday, Match 6th No dufi at all. It has bees 
vittur day tody, 47°F to go°T belov 20 ( 44° to 4C 
C.), and a wind up to 19 feet. Ths has been 1 good occas o 
for getting hands and face f ost bitten, and one or two hu 
taken advaitige of it Steady noth west wind, Lani heg 1 
ning to get different aid stolid 15 far a5 tre wind 3 con 
cerned. I photographed Johansen to day at the ancmomcte 
and dur ng the process hs nose was frost b tte 1. 

“There has bee1 a genaial we ghing ths even ig agin 
These weighings are cons dered very interest 1g performances 
and we stand watching in suspense to sce whether each mi 
has gained or lost Most of them have lost i little this t ne 
Can it be because we have stopped d inking beer and begu 
hme juice? But Jucll goes on indefat gibly he has gune 
nearly a pound this ume Our doccur ge ie a’ y Cues very wel 
m ths line too but today it is o ly ro oz 11 other ways he 
18 badly off on board, poo fellow not 1 soul will tinal Ir 
despair he set up a headache yesterday unself, ut he coulc 
not make it last over the n’ght Of late i¢ bas token to sti dy 
ing the diseases of dogs, perhaps he amy f1d amore pioft 
able practice in this depaitment. 

“ Thursday, March 8th Duftng south. Syerdiup and ] 
had a good snow shoeing ti p today, to the north and west 
The snow was in splend d cond tou after the winds, you fly 
along lice thistledow 1 before a breeze, and ern get about eve y 
where, even over the wotst piessu cimoatnds ‘The weather 
was beautiful temperate only 38° |. below cero (39° C) 
but ths even ng it 16 qute bitter again 55° I. (—48 5° C.) 
and from 16 to 26 feet of wind I. is by no meas pleasant 
work stand ng up on the w idm1, reehng cr tacng im the 
sails, it means ach ng nails, and someti nes f d.t > tter cheers, 
but it has to be done, and it 1s done Tere is pleaty of 
‘mill wind’ in the daytime now this 15 the third week we have 
had electric hght but it,is wretched that it s iould be always 
this north and north west wind; goodness only knows when 
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it is gong io stop Caz thee be land noith of us? We ate 
drating badly soua, It.s hadtokcepoa’sfachawe Chee 
1s nothing for it but to wait and see what time will do 

“ After a long rest the slup got a shake this afternoon, I 
went on deck Picssme was going on in an opening just in 
fiont of the bow We m’ght almost have expected it just now, 
ag it 1s new moon, only we haye got out of the way of thinking 
at all about the spring t des as they have had so litle effect 
lately They should of course be specially strong just now, as 
the equinox 1s approaching, 

‘ Friday, March 9th The net line pomted sl ghtly south- 
west this morn ng; but the line attached to a cheese, which 
was only hanging a few fathoms below the ice to thaw faster, 
seemed to point in the opposite direction Had we gota 
southerly current together wit the wind now? T’m_ in that 
case something must come of it! Or was it, perhaps, only the 
tide setting that way ? 

“ Still the same northeily wind; we ae steadily beaing 
south. This, then is the change I hoped the March equinox 
would bring We have been having northerly winds for moc 
than a fotnight I cannot conceal from myself any longer 
that I am beginning to despond. Quietly and slowly, but 
meicilessly, one hope after the other 1s being crushed and 
»» +» have I not a ught to be a little despondent? I long 
unutteiably afte: home, pxhaps I am drifting away farther fiom 
it, perhaps nearer, but anyhow it is not cheering to see the 
realisation of ones plans agam and again delayed, if not anm 
hilated altogether in ths tedious and monotonously killing 
way. Nature goes her ige old 1ound impassively ; summer 
changes into winter ; spring vanishes away , autumn comes, and 
finds us still a mere chaohe wlurl of duing projects and shat- 
tered hopes. As the wheel :evolves, now the one and now the 
other comes to the top —but memory betweenwhiles lightly 
touches her ringing silye: chords—now loud hke a rosring 
waterfall, now low and scft like fai off sweet music. I stand 
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and look out over this desolate expa ise of ice w hats pling 
and he ghts and va leys, formed hy the pessne a sng “on 
the shifting tidal currents of winter. ‘The sun is now sh ning 
over them with his cheet ng beams In tie muddle hes the 
Fram, hemmed in immovably When, my proid sh p, wll 
you float free in the open water again? 


Toh schau dich wound Woh wth 
Schleicht mir ins Hei }inem? 


Over these masses of ice, drifting by paths unknown, a humar 
being pondered and biooded so long that he put a whole people 
in motion to enable him to force hs way n among them—a 
people who had plenty of other clams upon their energ es. 
For what purpose all this todo? If only the calculations were 
correct, these ice Hoes would be glo ious, nay iiesist ble auxil- 
aues. But if thete has been an ei on 1n the calculation—well, 
m that case they are not so plewant to deal with, And how 
often does a calculation come out conect? But were I now 
free? Why, I should do it al ovet again, fion the sine 
starting-point, One must persevere till one Ieains to calctlte 
correctly 

“T Jaugh at the semvy, no sanitorium better than ours 

© Tlaugh at the ice; we ae lying as it were in an impeg 
nable castle, 

“T laugh at the cold, it is noth ng. 

“But I do not laugh at the winds; they ate everythig, 
they bend to no man’s w Il. 

“But why always worry about the futme? Why distress 
yourself as to whether you are d_ftubg forwards o1 backwards? 
Why not carelessly let the days glide by lhe ay caccfully low. 
ing river? Lyery now and then there wll come a rap d that 
will quicken the lazy ow Ah! what a wondious contrivance 
1s life—one eternal hurry ng forwards, ever forward to what 
end? And then comes death and cuts all shotl before the 
goal is reached 
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* T went a long snow shoe tom today A little way to the 
naith the e wer> 1 good many newly formed Janes and pies 
sure udges wh ch we ¢ hard to cross, but patience overcomes 
eve ything and T soon ieached a level plam where it was 
del ghiful gomg. It war owever, rather cold, asout 54° 1° 
below zero (48° C) and 16 feet of wnd fiom NNT, but I 
dd nei feel it much — [t 3s wholesome and enjoyable to be 
out im such weather. I wore only ordinary clothes such as I 
night wear at home with a sealskin jacket and lien outside 
breeches, and a half mask to protect the forehead, nose, and 
cheeks 

“There has bee1 a good deal of ice pressure 11 differe rt 
duections to day. Oddly enough, a median altitude of the 
sun gave 79° 45. We have therefore diifted only 8 south- 
wads duung Ue four cays sme Mae qth Thus slow drift 
1s remarkable in spite of the high wnds If there should be 
Jand to the noith? I b2gin more and mote to speculate on 
this possibilty, Land tc the north would explain at once our 
not prog essing northwards, and the slowness of our southward 
drift. But it may also possibly ause from the fact of the ice 
bemg so closely packed together, and frozen so thick and 
massive It see ns strange to me that there 1s so much notth 
west wid, and haidly any fiom the north cast, though the 
latter s what the rotation of the earth would lead one to 
expect. As a matte: of fact, the wind merely sh fis between 
north west and south east, instead of between sor th west and 
north east, as it ought t¢ do Unless there 16 land Iam ata 
loss to find a sit stacto y explanation, at all events, of ths 
noith west direct on Docs Tanz Josef Land jut out eastwards 
or noithwards or does a continuous line of islands extend from 
Tianz Josef Land in one o1 other of those directions? It 1 by 
no means impossible, Directly the Aust: ans got far enough 
to the noith they met with prevailing wimds fiom the north. 
east, while we get north westeily wynds. Does the cential 
point of these masses of land lie to thé north, midway between 
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our meridian and thes? I can hardly beheve that these re- 
markably cold 4.nds fiom the noth sie enge dered hy merely 
Passing over an tce covered sea If, indeed, t rere is land, and 
we get hold of it, then all om troubles would be over, But 
no one can tell what the future may biiig forth, and it 
better, perhaps, not to know, 

“Saturday, Mach roth The hne shows a drift north- 
waids, now, too, in the afternoon a slght southerly breeze 
has spung up As usual, it his done me good to put my 
despondency 01 paper and get 1d ofit. Today I amin good 
spirits agati, and can indulge in happy cheams of a large 
and high land in the north, with mountains and valleys, whee 
we can sit under the mountain wall, roast ourselves in the sun, 
and see the spring come And over tts inland ice we cai 
make our Way to the very Pole 

“Sunday, March rrth. A snow shoe run ncithwaids, Tem- 
perature, —g0° C (58° F below zeio), and ro feet wind from 
NN.E We did not feel the cold very much, though it was 
rather bad for the stomach and th ghs, as none of us had our 
wind trousers* on We wore ou usual dress of a pair of 
ordinary trousers and woollen pants, a shirt, and wolf’s skin 
cloak, or a common woollen suit with a hght sealskin jacket 
over it For the first time in my life I felt my thighs frozen, 
especially just over the knee, and on the kneecap, my con. 
panions also suffered in the same way. This was after going a 
long while against the wind. We rubbed our legs a little, and 
they soon got warm agan, but had we kept on much longer 
without notici1g it, we should piobably have been severely 
fiost bitten, In other respects we slid not suffer the least 
meonventence fom the cold, on the cont wy fourd the ten- 
peratuie agreeable ; and Iam cov need that ro’, 20°, or ever 
30°, lower would not have been unendurable, It is straige how 





* So we called some | git trousers of thit close cotton, wo cs we used 
as a profectios agu ist the wind and snow, f 


258 Chapter VI. 


one’s sensations altar When at home I find at unpleasant it 

L only go out of doors when tieie are some 20 degices of 
cold, even 11 cilm weather But here I dont find it any 

colder when I tun out in 50 degrees of cold with a wind mto 
the bugan, Siltng in a warm roo n at home, one gels exag 

gerated ideas about the tetribleness of the cold — It is really 
not in the Icast teriible we all of us find ouiselyes very well 
in it, though somet mes one or another of us does not take 
quite so long a walk as usial when a strong wind 1s blowing, 
and will even turn back for the cold, but that 1 when he .s- 
only I ghtly clad and has no wind clothes on. This evening it 
is g1°2° F below zero, ard 144 feet N.N.D wind, Brill ant 
noithein | ghts in the south Alheady there is a very marked 
twihght even at midn ght 

‘ Monday, Maich rath, Slowly drifting southwards, ‘Took 
a long snow shoe iun a one, towards the north; to day had on 
my wind-breeches, but found them almost too waim, ‘his 
morning it was 51°6° I. below zeio, and about 1g feet N. 
wind, at noon it was some degiees warmer Ugh! this noith 
wind 1s fieshéning ; the barometer has sen again, and I had 
thought the wind would have changed, but it 1s and remaing 
the same. 

‘ This 1s what March biings us—the month on which ny 
hopes reused Now I must wait for the summer. Soon the 
half year will be past ; it will leave us about in the same place 
as when it began Ugh. I am weary—so weaty—let re 
sleep, sleep Come slee> noisclessly clace the dom of the 
soul, stay the flowing stieam of thought! Come dieims, and 
let the sun beam over the snowless stiand of Godthaab. 

“Wednesday, March r4th In the eve ung the dogs ail at 
once began to baik, as we sipposed on account of beais 
Sverdiup and I took ou guns, let ‘Uleaka’ and ‘Pan? lov co 
and set off Theie was twil ght st Il, and the moon moreover 
began to shme No sooner were the dogs on the ice than off 
they started westwards lixe a couple of rockets, we after them 
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as quickly as we could As I was jumping over 4 lane ft 
thri st one leg through the ice up to the knee Oddly ce 10ugh, 
I did not get wet through to the skis tiotgh I only had Lia 
shoes and fiteze gaiters 01, but 11 this tenperatine, 38° T° 
below zero (—39° C), the water freezes on the cold cloth 
before it can penetiate it, I felt nothing of il afterwuds, tt 
became, as it were, a plate of ice a nour that Umost he ped to 
keep me warm At a channel some distance off we at hut 
discovered that it was 10t a ber tre dogs iad wnded, but 
either a walrus or a seal We saw hoes 1 several pliees on 
the fresh formed ce wheie it had stuck ts head th ougi 
What a wonderfully keen nose those dogs mist have t was 
quite two thuds of a mile fiom the ship, and the creature had 
oaly had just a u..e bt of .s s10.t abore .he sce §=We 
retutned to the ship to get a harpoon, but saw no more of the 
animal, though we went seseial t nes up and dowi the 
channel Meanwh le ‘Pan,’ in Ins zeal, gol toc ieai tie edge 
of the lane and fell mto the water ‘Le tee Wis 60 igh that 
he could not get ip on it agun w thout he p, aid if 1 id not 
been there to haul him up I am afiaid he would have been 
drowned He 1s now lying in the saloon, arid iiacing h mself 
comfortable and drying himself; bit he too, did not get wet 
through to the sk n, though he was a good time in tic water. 
the inne hair of his close, coarse coat 1s quile diy and warn, 
The dogs look on it as a hgh teat to come'n here fo they 
are not often allowed to do 00, ‘They go roux a] tie cabins 
and look out fox a consfor tub ve come fo Ne down in 

“Lovely weathel, almost ctm, 3pukligly br git, and 
moonshme im tie noiti the fa wu flush of creniig, aid the 
aurora over the southein sky, now lke» row of Aiming spears, 
then changing into as ery ve , tndulating m wavy fo ds w th 
the wind, eve y heie and thete inte sperscd wth red sp ays 
These wondeiful night ctiegts are ever new, aid never fail to 
captivate the soul, 

“Thursday, March 15th, ‘This mornng 417° and at 

52 
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8 o'clock p.m 4o'7° F. below zeio, while the daytime was 
1ather warmer At noon if was 4o‘5° and at 4 pm. 39° I, 
below zeio It would almost seem as if the sun began to have 
per er 
Tie dogs 1¢ st ange creatiies ‘This evening they ae 
mobab y swelle ng 1 Wet keniels again, for four or five of 
ticm are lying outside or on the roof, When there 1s 50° of 
cold most of them huddle together .mside and le as close to 
one another as possible Then, too, they are very loth to 
go out for a wik, they prefer to lie m the sun under tie 
lee of the sh'p But now they fid at so mild and sich 
pleasant walking that today it was not difficult to get them to 
follow 
‘Friday March 16th Sverdiup has of late been occupied 
in making sails for the ships boats To day there was a light 
south westerly b eeze so we ti ed one of the sails on two hand- 
sledges lashed together, It 1s fist rate sailing, and does not 
requne much wind to make them ghde along. This would be 
a great ass stance if we 1ad to go home over the ice 
“Wednesday, March arst At length a reaction has set 
im: the wnd 1s SE and there is a strong diift northwards 
again The equinox is past, and we are not one degiee 
further north since the last equinox. I wonder where the next 
will find us. Should it be more to the south, then victory 19 
unceitain ; if moe to the north the battle 1s won, though it 
may last long I am looking forward to the summer ; 1t must 
bring a change w th it ~The open water we sailed in up here 
cannot possibly be p ocuced by the melting of the ice alone, 
it must be also due to the winds and curient And if the ice 
in which we are now dnfts so far to the noith as to make 
room for all this open water, we shall have covered a good 
bit on our way, It would seem, indeed, as if summer must 
bring noitherly wiids ww th the co d Arct c Sea in the noith and 
warm Sibe 1a in the sotth. This rnakes me somewhat dubious 
~—but, on the other hand, we have warm geas m the west ; they 
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may be stronget; and the Jeannette, moiever, dr fted noits 
west. 

“Tt is stringe that notwithstanding these westerly winds we 
do not di.ft eastwards = The last loigit de wag only 135° 1 

“Maundy Thursday, Maich 22nd. A strong south easterly 
wind st ll, and a good diift northwards. Ow spir ls are ris 1 
The wnd whustles thiough the 1gg ng overhcad, and sounds 
hike the sough of victory through the au. 1 the forenoon one 
of the puppies had a severe attack of coiulsions, i foumed 
at the mouth and bit furtously at everythiig round it. It 
ended with tetanus, and we caned it out and hud it dow1 
on the ice. It hopped about Jke a toad its legs stiff and 
extended, neck and head pointing upwards while ils back was 
curved Itke a saddle I was afraid 1t might be hydtophobia or 
some other infectious sickness, and shot it on the spot 
Peihaps I was rather too hasty, we can scarcely have any 
iifectiou among us now, But what coud t have beer? 
Was it an epileptic attack? The other day one of the 
other puppies alaumed me by running 1ound and round 1 
the chart house as if it were mad, hid ng itself after a time 
between a chest and the wall, Sonre of the cthers, too, had 
seen it do the same thing; but after a while it got all rig wt 
again, and for the last few days there has been nothiig am 43 
with tt 

“Good I'nday, Match 23rd Noonday observation gives 
80° N lat In fom days and n’‘ghts we have diifled as fu 
north as we dufted southwards in three weeks. It 1s a 
comfort, at all events, to know that 

“Tt as remarkable how quickly tht n ghts have grown light 
Even stars of the fist magiitude can now baely miiage to 
twinkle in the pale sky at midnight 

“Saturday, March 24th Caster Eve Today a notable 
event has occurred. We have allowed the light of spring to 
enter the saloon Dunng the whole of the winter the sky- 
hight was covered with snow to keep the cold out, and the 
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dogs kennels, mo cove , had been paced round it. Now we 
have thiown out all the snow upon the ice, aid tie panes of 
glass in the skylight have been duly cleared and cleaned. 

“Mo day, March 26th We are ly ng mot onless no dint 
Ifow long will this last? Last equinox how proud and 
tuumphant I was, the whole world looked tn ght, but now I 
am proud ne longer 

‘The sun mounts up and bathes the ice phun with its 
radance Spring 1s coming, but biings no joys with it Here 
it 1s as lonely and cold as ever, One’s soul freezes Seven 
moie years of such life 1 say only four—how will the soul 
appear then? Aidshe , ? If I duced to let my long- 
ings loose~to let my soul thaw Ah Tong more tian I 
dire confess. 

“T have not comage to think of the future +. And 
how will it be at home, when year afte: year rolls by and no 
one comes? 

“J know this is all a morb.d mood , but st.ll .his inactive, 
lifeless monotony, without any change, wrings one’s very soul, 
No struggle, no possibility of struggle All is so still and 
dead so stiff and shrunken unde: the mantle of ice Ah} 
. + . » the very soul freezes What would I not give for 
a single day of struggle— for even a moment of danger 

“ Still I must wait, and watch the dift, but, should it take 
a wiong direction, then I will bieak all the bridges behind me, 
and stake everything 01 a northward march over the ice, I 
know nothing better todo, It will be a hazardous journey, a 
matter, maybe, of life or death, But have I any other 
choice? a 

‘IC 1s unworthy of a man to set himself a task and then give 
u when the brunt of the vatt'e is upon him =There is but one 
way, and that is Zvam forwards 

“Tuesday, March 27th. We are again drifting southwards, 
and the wind is northerly, The midday observation showed 
80° 4'N lat But why so dispirited? I am staring myself 
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blind at one single pot am thmking solely of reaching the 
Pole and forcing om way through to the At itis Ocew. And 
all the time our real task is to explore the unknown pola 
regions Are we do ng nothing in the service of science? It 
will be 2 good.y co lection of observatioas that we shall taka 
home with us from thts 1.eg 01, with which we are now vather 
too wellacqiainted ‘Lhe rest 1s, and remaiis, a mete matter 
of yanity ‘ Love truth more, and victory less’? 

“T look at Eiif Peterssens picture, a Nonwegian p ne forest, 
and I am therein spnit Ifow marvellously lcyely it 1s there 
now, in the sp1iog, in the dm, melancholy st Iliess tat re gns 
among the stately stems I can feel the damp moss in which 
my foot sinks softly and no selessly; the brook 1cleased from 
the winter bondage is muimt ring through the clefts and amo 1g 
the rocks, with its brownish yellow wate, the a r is full of the 
scent of moss and pine needles, while overhead agunst the 
light blue sky, the dark pine tops rock to and f 9 in the spring 
breeze, ever utter, thes murmanig wau, wid beneath their 
shelter the soul fearlessly expands its wings a1¢ cools itself in 
the forest dew. 

“Oh, solemn pine forest, the only confidant of my child- 
hood, 1t was from you I leained nature's deepest toes, its 
wildness, its melancholy, You coloured my soul for life, 

“Alone far in the foiest—beside the glow ng embers of my 
fire on the shore of the silent, murky woodland tain, with the 
gloom of night overhead, how happy I used to b2 1m the enjoy- 
ment of Nature’s harmony.” 

“Thursday, March 29th, It is wonderful what a change it 
makes to have daylight once more indhe saloon On turning 
out for breakfast, and seeing the I ght gleaming in, one feels 
that it really is moining 

“ We are busy on board Sauls are being made for the boats 
and hand-sledges The windmill, too, 1s to have fiesh satis, so 
that it can go in any kind of weather. Ah if we could but 
give the Fram wings as well Kn'ves are being forged, bear 
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spears which we never hwe any use for, bear taps in which we 
never citch a beat, axes and nviny other things of hke useful. 
ness lorthe moment there 1s a great manufactine of wooden 
shocs gomg on, and ancwly stated nail making industry ‘The 
only share solders in this company ate Sverdrup and Smith 
Lars, called ‘Storm King’ because he always comes upor us 
like haid weather The output is eaccllent, and is in active 
demand, as all om small nails for the hand sledge fittings haye 
been used. Moreover, we are very busy putting German silver 
pates under the runners of the hand sledges, and p ovid ig 
appliances for lashing sledges together here 1s, moicover, 
a workshop for snow shoe faste ungs, and a tinsmiths shop 
busied for the moment with repaus to the lamps, Our doctor, 
too, for lack of patients, has set up a bookbinding establish. 
ment which ts greatly patronised by the Zram’s library, wheieof 
seyeral books that ale n constant cuculation, such as Gest 
Baardsens Liv og Levnet, etc, etc, are 11 a very bad slate 
We have, also, a saddleis’ and sailmakers’ workshop, a photo- 
giaphic studio, etc, etc The manufacture of diaries, how. 
ever, 1s the most extensive every man on boaid works at that 
In fine, there is nothing between heaven and earth that we 
cannot turn out—~excepting constant fair winds. 

“Our workshops can be highly recommended, they turn 
out good, solid work We have lately had a notable addit o1 
to our industries, the fim ‘Nansen and Amundsen’ having 
established a music factory. The cardboard plates of the 
o-gan had suffered greatly from wear and damp, so that we 

had been deplorably short of music during the winter, But 
yesterday, I set to work in earnest to manufacture a plate of 
znc \It answers admirably, and now we shall go ahead with 
music, sacred and piofane, especially valses, and these halls 
shall or.ce more resound with the pealing tones of the organ, 
to ourf great comfort and edification When a valse 15 struck 
up it {preathes fresh hfe into manyof the inmates of the 7am 
 [ tcomplain of the wearing monotony of our suroundings, 
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but m realty I am unjust. The last few days davcliig sui 
shine over the snowhuilis; to day, s1owstoim and wiid, tne 
Fram enveloped in a whirl of foaming white snow Soon the 
sun appears aga n, and the waste around gleams as before 

“ Hete, too, there is sentiment in Natire —Lfow often, whe 
least thinking of it do I find myself pause, spell bound by the 
marvellous hues which evening wears ‘Theice h Issteeped 1 
bluish violet shadows, against the orange tinted sky nl nated 
by the glow of the setting sun, form, as it were, a st a pe 
colour poem, imprinting an meffacceble picture on the sor 
And these bright dican lke n’ghts, how many assoc’atlo « 
they have for us Northnen! One pictiics to oneself those 
mornings in spiing when one went out into the forest after 
blackcock, under the dim stars, and with the pale crescent 
moon peering over the tiectops Dawn wth tts glowing hues 
up here in the north, is the breaking of a sprog day over the 
forest wilds at home ; the hazy blue vapow beneath the mo n 
ing glow turns to the ficsh carly mist over the mashes ; the 
dark low clouds on a background of dim red scene] ce dista at 
ranges of hulls, 

“Dayhght here with its ugid, difeless whitcness has no 
attractions; but the evening and mght thaw the heat of ths 
world of ice; it dreams mownful dreams, and you seem to 
heaa in the hues of the evening sounds of 4s smothered worl 
Soon these will cease, and the sun will cicle rowid tle eve - 
lasting light blue easpanse of hewen, im ‘uting one wr fora 
colou to day aidn ght alike. 

‘ Yriday, April 6th = A re narkwole event ws to take place 
to day, which natu ally we all looted forwird to witt lively 
interest, It was an echpse of the sui = Dining the n ght 
Tlansen had made a crculation that the echpse would beg 1 
at 12 56 o'clock. It was impoitant for us to be abe to pet a 
good obseivation, as we should thus be able to regu ate out 
chronometers toa nicety, In order to make cverything sue 
we set up our instruments a couple of hous befurchaid, and 
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commenced to observe, We used tie large telescope, and 
ou luge thodolte Mansen, Johansen, and myself took it 
by turns to ott for five routes each at the instraments, watch 
ing the am of the sun, 1» we expected a shadow would become 
visite on its lower weste n edge, while another stood by with 
the watch We rematied thus fill two hou s without any- 
thng occuing. The exc ting moment was now at hand, 
when, according to calculation, the shadow should fi st be ap. 
parent. Hansen was sitting by the large telescope, when he 
thought he could disceun a quiveting m the sun’s rim; 33 
seconds afterwards he cred out, ‘Now 7 as did Johansen 
simultaneously, ‘The watch was then at 12 his, 56m yy 3, 
A dark body advanced over the border of the sun 7} seconds 
late: than we had calcnlated on Tt was an immense sutisfac- 
tion for us all, especially fo. Hansen, for it proved ou chio- 
nometers to be in exce'lent order. Latte by | ttle the sunlight 
sensibly faded away waile we went below to dinner At 2 
o’clock the eclipse was at its height, and we could notice even 
down in the saloon how the daylight had diminished. After 
dinner we observed the moment when the eclipse ended, and 
the moon’s dark disc cleared the rim of the sun 

“Sunday, Apiil 8th I was lying awake yesterday momning 
thinking about getting 1p, when all at once I heard the hurried 
footsteps of some one :unning over the half deck above me, and 
then another followed. ‘There was someth ng in those foot 
steps that involuntarily made me think of beais, and I had a 
hazy soit of an idea that I ought to jump up out ef bed, but I 
lay still listening for tie report of a gun, I heard nothing, 
however, and soon fell a-dyeaming again, Presently Johansen 
came tearing down intc the saloon, eying ont that a couple of 
bears were lying half or quite dead on the large ice hummock 
astern of the ship He and Mogstad had shot at them, but 
they had no more cartridges left, Several of the men seized 
hold of then guns and hunied up I threw on my clothes 
and came up a little after when I gathered that the bears had 
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taken to flight, as I could see the other fellows following them 
over the ice As I was putt ng on my siow shocs they re 
tuned, and sud thit the beais had made off. Howeve , I 
started after them as fast as my snow shoes would take me 
across the floes and the pressure idges_ 1 soon got on then 
tracks, which at first were a little bloodsta 1ed = It wis a sie 
bear, with her cub, and, as I behesed, hard hit the she bear 
had fallen down several t mes after Johansen’s first briet 1 
thought, therefore, 1t would be no df cull matter to overtake 
them Several of the dogs were on ahead of me on the't tracts 
They had taken a noith westerly couse asd 1 toiled 01, per 
spiring profusely im the sun, while the sp sink deeper and 
deeper down below the houzon, The stiface of the snow, 
sparkl ng with its eternal whitenes, all around me, tued my 
eyes severely, 21d I see ned to ge. po neirer -he hewg = My 
prospects of coming up wth them were mined by the dogs 
who were keen enough to fiighten the bears, but not so keen 
as to piess on and bring them to bay. I would not however, 
give up. Presently a fog cane on, and hd everything fiom 
view except the bear tracks, which steadily pointed forward; 
then it hfted, and the sum shone out agari cleat aid Inight as 
before The 2+am’s masts had long s nce disappeared over 
the edge of the ice, but still I kept on. Prese tly, hovneve I 
began to feel famt and hungry, for in my heiry I had not even 
had my breakfast, and at last had to bite the sow apple and 
turn back without any bears 

“On my way I came across a ieinatkable ium nock. It 
was over 20 feet in Ireaght (I could noc manage to measue it 
quite to the top), the middle pat had fallen 11, probably from 
pressure of the ice, while the remain 1g part foimed a magnifi- 
cent triumphal arch of the whitest marble on which the sun 
glittered with all its briliancy Was it erected to celebrate. 
my defeat? T got up on it ta look out for the Fram, but had 
to go some distance yet before I could sce he mgging over the 
honzon It was not till half past five in the afternoon that I 
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found myself on board again, worn out and famished fiom this 
sudden and unexpected excursion, After a day's fasting, I 
heart ly relished a good meal. Durng my abscnce some of 
tle others had started alter me with a sledge to draw home the 
dead bears that I had shot, but they had baicly teached the 
spot where the encounter had taken place, when Johansen and 
Blessing, who weie in advance of the others, saw two fiesh 
bears spring up fiom behind a hummock a little way off But 
before they could get their guns in readiness the bears were 
out of 1ange; so a new iunt began Johansen tore after them 
in his snow-shoes, but several of the dogs got in fiont of him 
and kept the bears going, so that he could not get withn 
range, and his chase ended as fruitlessly as mine. 

 TIas good luck abandoned us? I had plumed myself on 
our neyer having shot ct a single Lear without bagging it, bit 
taday . . , .! Odd that we should get a visit from fou 
bears on one day, afte: having seen nothing of them for three 
months! Does it s‘gnify something? Have we got near the 
land im the noith west which T have so long expected? There 
seems to be change in te air An observation the day before 
yesterday gave 80° 15 N lat., the most northeily we have had 
yet 

"Sunday Aprl rgth So we are in the middle of April 
What a ung of joy in that word, a wellspring of happiness | 
Visions of spring mse 1p in the soul at its very mention—a 
time when doors and windows are thrown wide open to the 
spring air and sun, and the dust of winter is blown away, a 
tume when one can no longer sit still, but must perforce go out 
of doors to inhale the pefiume of wood and field and fresh-dug 
earth, and behold the fjord, fiee from ice sparkling in the 
sunlight. What an inexhaustible fund ‘of the awakening joys 
of nature does that word Apul contain! But here—here that 
is not to be found. True, the sun shines long and bright, but 
its beams fall not on forest or mountain or meadow, but only 
on the dazzling whiteness of the fiesh fallen snow Scarcely 
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dogs it entice one out from one’s winter ietieat. This is not 
the time of revolutions hee, If they come at all, they w | 
come much later The days roll on unifo mly and moo 
tonously, hee Ist, and fee! no touch of the restless longings 
of the spriig, and shut myself up in the snail shell of my 
studes Day afler day I dive dow1 into the world of the 
microscope, forgetful of t ne and sur oundiigs. Now and 
then, indeed, I may make a htt e excins on fon dv kicss to 
Ight the dayl ght beams around me, and my sotl aocis a 
tny loophole for hight wid cot age to enter 11 tid thea 
down, down into tie duknoss and to wore once morc 
Befoie tuning 11 for tic mght I mist go on deck A hittle 
while ago the daylight would by ths te iave vimshed, 2 
few solitary stars would have been faintly twink ng, while the 
pale moon shone over the ice, But now even this has come 
toanend ‘The sun no longer sinks beneath the icy horizon ; 
itis cont nual day, I gaze into the far d stance, far over the 
barren plain of snow, a boundless, silent, and | feless mass of 
ice in impeiceptible motion No sound can be ieard save the 
famt murmur of the aw thro.gh the rigging or perhaps far 
away the low rumble of packing ice. In the midst of ths 
empty waste of white there 1s but one little dirk spot, and tl at 
is the Fram, 

“But beneath th’s cust, huaidreds of fathoms down, theie 
teoms a world of chequeied life in all its changing forms a 
world of the same composition as ours, with the same instincts 
tae same sorrows, and also, no do ibt, tie same joys; every- 
where the same struggle for existence. Soitever 1s If we 
penetrate within even the hardest Shell, we come tpon t ¢ 
pulsations of life, however thick the ¢ ust may be, 

“T seem to be sitting here in solitude Itstening to the mus'c 
of o1¢ of nitures mighty harp strmgs — Iler g and symphonies 
peal forth through the endless ages of the un verse, now tn f1¢ 
tumultuous whul of busy,life, now in the st fening coldness of 
death, as in Chopin’s Funeral Maich; and we—we are the 
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it iuite, mvis ble vibtat ons of tie st: gs ui this ing ly music 
of the uniyeise, ever cling 1g yet ever the same. Its notes 
aie worlds, one v niles for a loiger, another fot a shorter 


peiiod, and alin ttt give way to new ones, sone 

© The world tiat shall be. » « Agan and agun this 
thought comes back to ny mand I gave far on thor gh the 
ages. 


“Slowly and mpeiceptibly the heat of the sun decl nes, and 
the temperatine of the earth sinks by equally slow degrees 
Thousands, hundreds of thousands, millions of years pass 
away, glacial epochs come and go, but the heat still giows 
ever less, little by litle these drifting masses of ice extend 
far and wide, ever towaids more southern shoics, and no one 
notices it, but at last all the seas of eatth become one unbroken 
mass of ice Life has vanished fiom its suiface, and 1s to be 
found in the ocean depths alone 

“But the temperature contintcs to fall, the ice grows 
tincker and ever thicker ; Infe’s domain vanishes. Mulhons of 
years 1oll on, and the icc reaches the bottom The Inst trace 
of hife has disappeared ; the earth 1s covered with snow All 
that we lived for 1s no longer, the fiuit of all om toil and 
sufte’1gs has been blotted out millions and millions of years 
ago, bued benerth a pall of siow A stiffened, lifeless mass 
of ice this earth rolls on m het path though eternity, Lke a 
faintly glowing d sc, the stn crosses the sky , the moon slunes 
no more, and ‘s scaicely visible. Yet still, perhaps, the 
northern lights flicker over the deseit, icy plain, and st tie 
stars twinkle in silence, peacefully as of yore. Some have 
buint out, but new ones usmp their place, and round tiem 
revolve new spheres teemmg with new life, new suffe ings 
without any aim, Such is the infimte cycle of eternity, such 
aie naltre’s evetlasting ihythms 

“Monday, Apul 3oth  Dufting notthwaids. Yesterday 
obseivations gave 80° 42‘, and today 80° 444. The wnd 
steady fiom the south and south east 
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“Tr & Irvely sp ng weather One fers tiat spr gt me 
muct have come, though the thermometer de ues tt ‘Sprig 
cleaning’ has begun 01 boaid, the snow aid ice along the 
Frans sides ae cleared away, and she staids out Ike the 
crags fiom their winter covering decked with the flowers of 
spring ‘The s iow lying 01 the deec 1s litt ¢ by little shovelled 
overboad, her ngging mses up agemst the clear sky clean 
and dak, and the glt tuc«s at her mastheads spuhe 1 the 
sun We go aid bathe ou selves 11 tie bio ltig sun along her 
warm sides, where the thermometer 15 actual y above freez ng 
pont, smoke a peaceful pipe, gaz ng at the wh te spring clouds 
that lightly flect acioss the blue exparse. Some of us perhaps 
think of spring ume yonder at home, when the buch tees are 
bursting into leaf, 
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$0 came the season whicr we at home call sping, the sc1501 
of joy and budding le, when natiie awakes alter her long 
wonter sleep But there it brought no chinge; day after day 
we had to ge ove: the same wh te lifeless mass the same 
wate bound ess iceplaiis = Stu we wavered between des- 
pondency, idle longing and eager energy, slufiing with the 
winds as we diift forwards to our goal or are driven back 
{rom it, As before, I continued to ood upon the pos- 
sibihties of the future and of om drift One day I would 
think that everything was going on as we hoped and antici. 
pated, Thus on April 17th I was convinced that theie must 
be a current through the unknown polar basin, as we were 
unmistakably drifting northwards The midday observation 
gave 80° 20’ N.E, that 1s 9’ since the day before yesterday, 
Strange. A north wind of four whole days took us to the 
south, while twenty four hours of this scanty wind dufts us 
9 northwards. This 1s remarkable; it looks as if we were 
done with dr fting southwards And when, in addition to 
this, I take mto consfileiation the striking warmth of the 
water deep down it seems to me that things are really 
looking bughter. The reasonng runs as follows: The 
temperature of the water in the Last Gieenland current 
even on the surface, 1s nowhere over zero (the mean tem- 
peialure for the yetr) and appcais generally to be ~r1 C, 
(30 2° F ), even m 70° N, lat In this latitude the temperature 
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steadily falls as you get below the surface nowhere at a 
gieater depth than roo fathoms is 1 avsove —1" C, and 
gereially from —-1°5° (29 30° F) to — 7 C. (28 94° F) 
nght to the bottom Moreover, the bottom temperature of 
the whole sea notth of the Goth degree of latitude is under 
— 1° C, a simp along the Norweg an coast and betwee 1 
Norway and Spitzbergen alone excepted, but here the tem 
perature is over — 1° C, from 86 fathoms (160 metres) 
downward and 135 fathoms (250 metres) th2 temperatire 15 
already + 055°C (32*99°T.), and that, too, be it remuked, 
north of the 8oth degree of latitude, and in a sca surrounding 
the pole of maximum cold 

This watm water can haidly come fiom the Arctic Sea 
itself, while the cuirent issuing thence towarcs the south has 
a general tempeiature of about —15° C. I can hardly be 
anything othe: than the Gulf Stream that finds its way hither, 
aid ieplaces the water which in its upper layers flows towards 
the north, forming the sources of the Tast Greenland polar 
cunent All this seems to chime in with my previous assump- 
tions, and suppoits the theory on which this expcdit o1 was 
planned And when, in addition to this, onc bears in mind 
that the winds seem, as anticipated, to be as a rule south 
easterly, as was, moreover the case at the international stat on 
al Sagastyr (by the Lena mouth), our prospects do not appear 
to be unfavouable, 

Trequently, moreover, I thought I could detect unmis- 
fakah e aymptoms of 9 stead ly flow ng north wes etly enrent 
under the icc, and then, of course, my spuits 10se 3 but at 
other times, when the drift again bore southwards—and that 
was often—-my doubts would return, and it seemed as if there 
was no plospect of getting through within any reasonable time, 
Truly such drifting in the ice 1s extremely trying to the mind ; 
but there 13 one virtue it fosters, and that 15 patience; the 
whole expedition was in reahty one long course of training in 
this useful virtue, 

r 
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O11 prog ess ag the s nmg advanced grew somewhat better 
than it had been dunng the wmter, but on the whole it was 
always the same soit of rablike locomotion, for cich tine we 
made a Jong stietch to tie notth, a longer period of reactor 
was sure to follow. I: was in the opinion of one of our 
number, who was somewhat of a poliuciin, a co istant stiugyle 
between the Left and Right, between Progressionists and 
Recessionists, After a per od of Left wind and a glorious drift 
northwaids, as a matter of comse the “ Radical R ght” took 
the helm, and we 1enatncd lymg in dead water or dr fted 
backwards, tcreby putting Amundsen into a very bad temper 
It was a remarkable fact that dm 1g the whole time, the 
fiams bow turned tow: ds the south, generally & ' W, and 
s} fed ba. very Lethe durnag .a2 waole duit As I say oa 
May 14th: ‘She weit bickwaids towards hei gual in the 
north, with her nose eve tummed to the south, It 18 as thougi 
she shrank fiom increasing her distance from the world, as 
though she were longing foi souther1 shores, while some 
invisible power 1s drawing hei on towards the unknown, Can 
it be an ill omen, this backwaid advance towards the inteno 
of the Polat Sea? I cannot think it, even the c1ab ultimate y 
reaches its goal,” 

A statement of our la itude and lo igitude on different days 
will best indicate the general couse of our ditt -— 

May 1st, 80° 46’ N lat , May 4th, 80 50’, May 6th, 
80" 49 5 May 8th, 80° 55 N lat, 129° 58’ LC long,, May 
tath, 80° 52 N lat , May 15m 129° 20’L long ; May aist 
81° 20’ N lat, 125° 4g E long ; May 23rd, 81° 26’ N, lat , 
May 27th 81° 31’, June and, 81°31 N lat, 121° 47 E 
long , June 13th, 81° 46 , June 18tl, 81° 52. Up to ths 
we had made fairly satisfactory progicss towards the noith, but 
now came the reaction June 24th, 81° 4a’, July rst, 82° 33, 
July roth, 81° 20, July rqth, 81° 32 July 18th, 81° 26 , 
July grst, 81° 2 N lat, 126°"5’s 1) long., August 8th 
8r° 8’, August r4th, 81’ 5’ N, lat, 127° 38 LD long ; August 
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26th, 81° 4 5 September sth, 81° 14’ N lat, 123° 36 L 
tong. 

After this we began once more to diift northwards, but not 
very fast 

As before, we weie conste itly on the loo< out for laid, and 
were inclined first from one thing, then ftom aiother, to think 
we saw signs of its proximity; but ticy alveys turied out 
to be imax sary, and the gical de th of the sea, moreover 
showed that at a1 events laid could rot be nea. 

Later 01 on August 7th when I had fot id over 2,085 
fathoms (3,850 metres) depth, I say in my diay + “Ido vt 
think we shall talk any more aboit the shalow Polar Sea 
where land may be expected anywhere. We may very 
possibly drift out into the Atantic Orear witioul having seen 
a single mountam top, An event! series of years to look 
foiyatd tol” 

‘Lhe plan aheady alluded to of t avelli ig over the ce with 
dogs and sldges occup ed me a good dea, «nd dung my 
daily expeditions paitly 01 snow shoes, partly with dogs, my 
attention was constantly given to the cond ton of the ce and 
our prospects of be ng able to make our way over t. Daring 
April it was spcetally well adapted for usnz dogs. The 
surface was good, as the suns power had made it smoother 
than the heavy di ft snow eather in the winte , besidcs, the 
wind had covered the piesstie ridges pretty evenly, and there 
were Not many crevasses or channels in the ice, so that one 
could sroceed for miles without muci trouble fom them = In 
May, howevet, a change sctin So early as Muy 8th the wind 
had broken tp the ice a good dea, and now the e were Janes 
in all directions, which proved a great obstecle when I went 
out driving with the dogs The temperature, however, was still 
so low that the channcls wee quicly fioze1 over agam and 
became passable, but late: on in the month the temperature 
rose, sO t atice was no longer so read ly formed on the water, 
and the channels became eyer more and more numerous 

T2 


276 Chapter VIT 


On May 2oth I wnes “Went out on snow shoes in the 
forenoon I'he ice has been very much broken up 11 vations 
dtectio 1s, owing to the continual winds during the last week 
Yhe Janes ate difheult to cross over, as they are full of small 
pieces of ice, that he d spersed about, and aie partly covered 
with duftsnow This s very deceptive, fot one may seem to 
have firm rec under one at plices where, on sticking one s staff 
in, it goes 1git down without any sign of ice” On many 
occasions I neaily got into trouble in crossing over snow Ike 
this on snowshoes. I would suddenly find that the snow 
was giving way under me, and would nanage with no little 
difficulty to get safely back on to the fim ice 

On June 5th the ice and the snow surface were abot as 
before Iwiute ‘ Have just bee? out on a snow shoe excur 
5 on with Sverd.ap 12 a southerly dicct oa, te fast for a lo ig 
while The cond'‘tton of the ‘ce has altered, but not for the 
better 5 the sutface, indeed, 15 hard and good, but the pessute- 
nidges are very awkward aid there are crevasses and hummocks 
in all directions, A sledge expedition would make poor enough 
progress on such ice ag this.” 

Hitheito, however, ptogiess had always been possible, but 
now the snow began to melt, and placed almost insupeiable 
difficulties m the way On June 13th I write, “The we 
gets softer aid softer every day, and large pools of water 
are formed on the floes all around us In short, the surface 
isabominable The snow shocs break through into the water 
everywhere. ‘Truly one would not be able to get fur ma day 
now shotld viv be vdhiged to sct off towards the south o west 
Tt is as sf every outlet were blocked, and here we stick——we 
stick Sometimes it stiices me as datier remarkable that 
none of our fellows have become alaimed, even when we are 
beaung farther and fart set noithwards, farther and farthet into 
the unknown, but there 1s no sign of fear in any one of them 
All look gloomy when we are bearing south o: too much to the 
west, and all ae beaming with joy when we ate difting to the ‘ 
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northward, the farther the better. Yet none of them can be 
bind to the fact that 1t 1s a matter of life and death if any- 
thing of what nearly every one piophesied should now occur 
Should the ship be crushed im this ice and go to the bottom, 
ike the Jeannette, without our bemg abe to save sufficient 
st pplies to conte our diift on the ice, we should have to 
turn our coulse to the south and then thee would be little 
doubt as to our fate ‘The /cannette people fared badly 
enough, but ther ship went down in 77° N Jat, while the 
nearest land to us is many tmes mote tian double the 
distance 1t was in then case, to say nothing of the nearest 
inhabited land. We are now more thin 7o miles from Cape 
Chelyuskin, while from there to any inhab ted region we aie 
a long way farther. But the Zvam will rot be crusied and 
nobody believes in the possibility of such an event, We aie 
like the kayak 1owet, who knows well enough that one faulty 
stroke of his paddle is enough to capstze him and send him 
into eternity ; but none the less he goes on his way serenely, 
for he knows that he will not make a faulty stoke This 1s 
absolutely the most comfortable way of undeitaking a polar 
expedition, what possible journey, 1ideed, could be more 
comfortable? Not even a tailway jouncy, for then you have 
the bothe: of chinging canuages, Still a change now and 
then would be no bad thing’ 

Later on 11 July the su face was even woise. The flocs 
wee everywhere covered with slush, with water uideimeath 
and on the picssurc ridges and between the haamocks whec 
the snow diifts were deep one wouldsoften sink in up to the 
middle, not even the snow-shocs bearmg one 1p im this soft 
snow. Later on in July matters improved the snow having 
gradually melted away, so thet there was a firmer surface of 
ce Lo go on 

But luge pools of water now formed on the ice floes 
Al eidy on the 8th and gth of June such a pool had begun 
to appear round the ship, so that she lay im a litle lake of 


278 Chapter VII. 


fresh water, and we were obliged to make use of a bridge in 
order to 1each 1 dry spet on the ice, Some of these fresh. 
water pools were of 1espe ‘table d mensions and depth, ‘There 
was one of ticse on the starboard side of the ship, so large 
that n the middle of Juy we could row and sail on at with 
the boits. Th’s wi a favom‘te evening amusement w th 
sone of us, and the boat was fully officeted with capta n, 
mate and second nate, out had no commo1 sailors. They 
thought it an excellent oppoitumty of practising sailing with a 
square sail, while the ret of our fellows, stand’ng on the xy 
shore, found it still move divert ng to bombard the navigators 
with snowbals and lumps of ice. It was in ths same pool 
that we tied one day if one of ow boats could carry all 
thnteen of usat once. When the dogs saw us all leave the 
ship to go to the pool they followed us in utter bew Ideiment 
as to what this unusual movement could mean, but when we 
got into the boat they, all of them, set to work and howled 
m wild despat ; think ng, probably, that they would never see 
us again, Some of theia swam after us, while two cunning 
ones, “Pan” and “Kvk,” conceived the brillant idea of 
galloping round the pool to the opposite side to mect us, A 
few days afterwards I was dismayed to find the pool died up; 
a hole had been worn t] rough the ice at the bottom, and all 
the fiesh water had diated out into the sea, So that amuse- 
ment came to an end. 

In the summer when we wanted to make an excursion over 
the ice, in addition to such pools we met w th lanes m the ice 
in all directions, but as a rule could easily cross them by 
jumping from one loose floe to another, or leaping right across 
at narrow places 

These lanes never attained any great width, and there waa 
consequently no questioi of getting the Jam afloat in any 
of them, and even coud we have done so, it would have 
been of very little avail, as none of them was Iaige enough 
to have taken hei more than a few cable lengths futher 


The Spring and Summer of 1&4. 279 


north, Sometmes there were indications in the sky that 
there must be .atge stretches of open water .n our y.cn ty, 
and we could now and then see fiom the ciow’s nest large 
spaces of cleat water in the hor zon; but they could not 
have been lage enongh to be of much use when st came to 
a question of pushing forward with a sh p. 

Sangume folk on board, however, attached more import- 
ance to such open stictches Juie rsth 1 wrote m my 
day. ‘ There are seyeial lanes 5 sible in different direc. 
tions, but none of them me wide or of any greit extert ~The 
mate, however, is always ins sting that we shall certamly 
get open water before autumn, and be able to creep along 
northyards, while, with the rest, Syerdinup excep ed, Jb seems 
to be a generally accepted beltef Where they ac to get 
new open water fiom I du not know. Por tue rest, tris 
is the first 1ceboind exped tion that his not spent the 
sumime) spying after open water, and sighmng and long’ng 
for the ice to disperse. I only wish it may keep togethe, 
and hurry up and dift northyaids, Iverything in this hfe 
depends on what one has made up ones mind to One 
peison sets forth to sail im open water, perhaps to the veiy 
Pole, but gets stuck m the tee and laments, another 15 
prepared to get stuck in the ice, but will not giumble even 
should he find open water It 15 ever the safest plan to 
expect the least of life, for then one often gets the most,” 

The open spaces, the lanes, and the 11fts im the ice ate, 
of couse, produced, lke the presse and packing, by the 
shifling winds and the tical curents that set the 1«¢ dr fting 
first in one diection, then m anothd: And they best prove, 
perhaps, how the surface of the Polar Se. must be con- 
sidered as one conbnuots mass of sce flocs im constant 
motion, now frozen together, now torn apart, or crushed 
against cach other, 

Dutmg the wiole of ,our drift I paid great attention to 
this ice, not only with respect to ils motion, but to tts 
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formation and growth as well In the Introduction of this 
book I have pointed out that, even should the ice pass yeu 
after year in the cold Poli Sca, it could not by mere freezing 
altain more than a ceitain thickness. Tiom measurements 
that were constantly betyg made, it appeared that tie ice 
which was formed dur’ ig the autumn in October or November 
contmued to increise in s ze during the whole of the writer 
aid out into the sprig but moie slowly the thicker it 
be:ame, On April roth it was about 231 metres, Apul 
21st, 241 metres; May sth, 245 metres, May 31st, 252 
metres; June goth, 258 metres, It was thus cont qually 
increasing in bulk, notwithstanding that the snow now melted 
quickly-on the surface, and large pools of fresh water weie 
formed on the floes. On Jine ooh the thickness was the 
same, although the melling on the surface had now increased 
considerably On July qth the thickness was 2 57 metres 
On July roth I was amarcd to find that the ice had increased 
to 2°76 meties, notwithstaiding that it would now diminish 
several centimetres darly fom surface melting. I boied in 
many places, but found it everywheie the same a thi 4 
somewhat loose, 1ce mass lay under the old floe, I fist 
thought it was a thin ice floe that had got pushed under, but 
subsequently discovered that it was actually a new formation 
of fresh water ice on the lower side of the old ice, duc to the 
layer of flesh water of about 9 feet 9 inches (3 metres) in 
depth, formed by the melting of the snow on the ice Owmg 
to 18 Fghtness this warm fresh wate floited on the silt sca 
water, which was at a te nperatue of arout (15°C) on 
its surface Thus by contact with the colder sca water the 
fresh water became cooler, and so a thick crust of ice was 
formed on the fiesh water, where it came in contact wth the 
salt water lying undeineath it It was this ice ctust then that 
augmented the thickness cf the ice on ils under side. Later 
on in the summei, however, the te dimii shed somewhat 
owing to melting on the stiface On July 23rd, the old 
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ice was only 2 33 meties, and with the newly formed layer 
9°49 metres, On August roth the thickness of the old ice 
had decieased to 194 meties, and togetha the aggregate 
thickness to 3.17 meties On Augtst 22nd the old ice was 
1°86 metres, and the aggiegate thickness 306 metics On 
September grd tie aggregate thickness was 202 metres, and 
on September goth 1°98 mettcs On October 3rd it was the 
same, the thickness of the old icc was then 175 meles On 
October r2th the agg egate th’chness was 208 metres while 
the old ice was 18 metres On November roth it was still 
about the same, with only a slght tendency to increase 
Turther on m November and in December it ineressed quite 
slowly, On December 11th the iggiegate th ckuess reached 
arrmetres, On January 3rd, 1895, 2 32 metics; January roth 
2'48 metres , Febiuary 6th, 2 59 metres Tence it will be seen 
that the ice does not attain any enormous th ckness by direct 
freezing The pack ng caused by pressure can, howevet, 
produce blocks and flocs of a very different size, It often 
happens that the floes get shoved in tnder each other in 
several layeis, and are frozen together so as to appear like 
one oniginally continuous mass of ice =‘Thus the vam had 
got a good bed under hea 

Juell and Pete: had often disputed together dur ng the 
winter as to the thickness of ice the Zam had inder het 
Peter, who had seen a good deal of the ice before maintained 
that it must at least be 2o feet thick, while Jucll would not 
believe it, and betted 20 kroner that 1t was not as thick as 
that. On Apul 19th this d’spute again broke out, and I say 
of itin my daiy+ “ Juell has undertaken to make a boie, but 
unfortunately our borer reaches no faither thin 16 feet down 
Peter, however, has undeitaken to cut away the 4 feet (hat are 
lacking There has been a lot of talk about this wager duriig 
the whole winter but they could never agree about it Peter 
says that Juell should begin to bone, while Jucl} maintains that 
Peter ought to cut the 4 fect first This evening it ended in 
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Juell inear t‘ously offering ro kroner to anyone who would bere, 
Bertzen took nim at ns word, and im uediitely set to work ar 
it with Amundsen, he trotght one did not always have the 
chance of earntyg 10 kroier so easily, Amundsen offered him 
a kronet an hour, or else payment pet foot, and tine pay me rt 
was filly agreed to. They worked tll late on ito the mebt, 
and whe i they had got down 12 fect, t1e borer slipped a Iittle 
way, and water rose in the hole, but this did not come to 
swuci, and presenty the boa stick on ice agan They 
went on for some t ne but now the bora woud reich no 
firther, and Peter bid to be called up to cut hs 4 feet 
We and Amundsen worked away at cutting till they wee 
dripping wth perspiration Amundsen, as usual, was very 
eager and avowed he would not gtve in till he iad got 
through it, even if it were 3o feet thick, Meanwhile Bentzen 
had turned m, but a message was sent to him to say that 
the hole was cut, and chat bong could now begin agam 
When it was only an nei or an inchandahalf short of 
20 feet, the horet shpped through, and the water spuited 
up and filled the hole’ Tiey now sank a lead line dow: 
it, and at 3o feet it 1gam brought up against ice, Now they 
were obliged to give it tp A fine lump of ice we ae lying 
on! Not tak ng into account a lage, loose ice floe that 15 
lying packed up on the ice, it is 16 inches above the water ; and 
adding to this the 2 feet which the /ram 1s taised up above 
the ice, there 1s no small distance between her and the water, 
The temperatiie on the ice in summer is abort thawing 
point, but gradually as the winter cold comes on, 11, of course, 
falls rap dly on tye surface, whence tie cold «lowly penctiates 
deeper and salt down towaids the lower smface, whete it 
naturally keeps at an even temperature wth the underlying 
water, Observatons of the temperature of the ice in its 
different layers were co stantly taken in order to ascertain 
how quickly this coaliig-down prooess of the ice took place 
dur’ng the winter, and also how the temperature rose aga n 
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towards spring Tac lowest temperature of the tce occured 
in March and the begining of Apr|, when at 12 metres it 
was about 3 2° I (—16°C), and at o 8 metre about 22° F 
helow zero ( 30°C). After the beginning of Aput it began 
to use slowly. 

At these low temperatures the ice became very hard and 
brittle, and was readily cracked or broken up by a blow om 
by packing. In the sumner, 01 the other hand, when ts 
temperature was 1eat melting poiit the ice became tough and 
plastic, and was not so readily broken up under packing ‘This 
difference between the condition of the ice im summer and 
winter was appatent also to the ear as the ice pack ng in 
winter was always accompanied by the frequently mentioned 
loud nowses, whi'e the packing of tae tougn summer ice was 
almost noiseless so that the most violent convu sions might 
lake place close to us without om noticing them, 

In the immediate vcintty of the 27am the ice remained 
perfectly at 1est the whole year through, and she was not at 
this time exposed to ary great anount of pressure, she lay 
safe and secure on the ice floe to which she was fi ml fiozen, 
and gradually as the suiface of the ice thawec 1 der tie 
summer sun she rose up higher and higher, In the autumn 
she again began to sink a little, citie: because the ce gave way 
under her weight, or because it melted somewhat on the under 
suiface, so that it no Jonger had so much buoyancy as before 

Meanwhile, hfe on board went on in its usual way. Now 
that we had daylight there was of couse mote work of various 
descriptions on the ice than had een the case dut ig the 
winter. I have alteady alluded more than once to our 
unsuccessful endeavours to reach the bottom by sounding, 
Unfortunately we were not piepaed for such great depths, 
and had not biought any deep sea sound ig appaiitis with 
us, We had, therefore, to do the hest we could t icer the 
circumstances, and that was to sac fee one of the ship's 
steel cables in order to mace a lead-line — It was not d ficult 
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to find sufhcient space on the ice for a rope walk, and although 
a temperature of fton 22° T, below zero (30° C.) to go Fy 
helow zero (—40° C.) 1s not the pleasantest in which to 
manipulate such th ngs as steel wite, yet for all that the work 
wentonwell The cable was unlatd 110 its separate sands 
and a fesh, plant Jeid [ne minufictu ed by twisting two of 
these st ands togetia, In th swoiy we made ane of between 
4,000 to § 000 mires (7,150 Lo 2,700 fathoms) long, and could 
now at Jast rere tie botton ‘The depth proved to range 
between 3 300 and 3,900 mclics (1 800 to 2,T0o fathoms) 

This was a remai cable discovery, for, as I haye fiequently 
mentioned, the unknown polar bas n has always been supposed 
to be shallow, wth numerous unk own lands and islands. I 
too, had assumed it to be shallow when J sketched out my 
plan (see page 18), and had thought it was uraversed by a deep 
chainel which might possibly be a continuition of the deep 
channel in the North Atlantic (sce page 20), 

Yrom this assumption of a shallow polar sea it was con 
cluded that the regio 1s about the Pole had formerly been 
covered with an extensive tract of land, of which the existing 
islands are simply the rcemans Ths eatens ve tiact of polar 
land was fuithermoie assumed to have been the nusery of 
many of our animal and p ant founs, whence they had found 
their way to lower lattudes These co yectties now appear 
to rest on a somewhat infim basis 

This great depth 12dicates that here, at all events, there has 
not been land in any vety iccent geologtcal period ; and this 
depth 15, no doubt, as clg as .he depth of tie At iit.c Ocew, 
of wh ch it 15 almost ce ta oly a patt, 

Another task to w ich I attached great import ince, and to 
wheh I have frequently al uded, wis the observation of the 
tempeiature of the sea al d ferent depths, from the surface 
down to the bottom, These obsetvations we took as ofter 
as time permitted, and, as already mentioned, they gave sume. 
surprisg results, showing the ex’stence of warmer water below 
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the cold surface stratum, ‘This 1s not the place to give the 
results of the different meastuements, but as they are all very 
simuat I wil instance oue of teu in order that an dea may 
be formed how the temperatine 1s distibuted 

This seiies of temperatures, of which im extract is given 
here, was taken from the r3th to tie r7th of August 
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These tempeatues of the wate: are m many iespects 
remarkable, In the fist place the temperature falls, as will 
be seen, fiom the suface downwards to a depth of 80 meties, 
after which it rises to 280 metics, falls again at 300 metres, 
toen rises again at 326 metres, where it was + o'49°, then 
falls to 1se agun at 450 metres, then falls steadily down to 
2,000 mettes, to use once more slowly at the bottom, Similar 
rsings and fall ngs were to be found in a most all the serics 
of temperatures taken, and the vanations fiom one month to 
another were so small that at the respective depths they often 
meiely amounted to the twohuraiedth pat of a degree 
Occasionally the temperature of the waim ¢t ata mour ted 
even higher than mentioned hee, Thus on Qetober 7th 
at 300 meties it was F 05% at 350 metres 4 0°76", at 
4oo met es + 0 78°, and at 500 1ictics + 0 62°, after which it 
sank evenly until, towards the bottom, it again tose as before 

We had not expected to meet with much bud Ife in these 
desolate 1egions, Our su:puise, therefore, was not small when 
on Whit Sunday, May 133, a gull paid usa visit After that 
date we regularly saw birds of different kinds im our yicmuty, 
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til at last il became a daily occu teice, to wnel we dd net 
pay any part cluar attento> To tie most pat they Yur 
ice mews (darus ebite nens), lattiwakes (rissa trudactyla), falmats 
(procellaria glactalis), and now and then a blue gull (7 glazews), 
a heung gull (7 azgentatus ?), or a blic< gu tlemot (arta gr yl/e), 
once o1 twice We a so saw A siua (probably destsés parasetica), 
(for instance, on July 14th) On July erst we hac a visit fiom 
a snow bunting 

On August 3rd a tenakable oct sence took plice, we 
were visited by the Aicuic 10%e gull (rhodosith‘a roxa), 1 
wiote as follows woutit in imyday: “lo day my onging 
vas at last been satisfied. [ have shot Ross’s gul ”* th ev 
specimens m one day This rare and mysteuous mhabitant 
of the wi known noith, which is only occasionally seen, and 
of which no one knows whence it cometn or whit ier it goeth 
which belongs exclusively to the would to wh ch the magina- 
tion aspies 1s what, from the first moment I sw these 
tracts, I had always hoped to discover, as my eyes roumed 
over the lonely plains of ice. And now iat came when I 
was least thinking of it. I was out for a Jt le walk on the 
ice by the ship, and as I was sittng down by a hummock 
my eych wandered northwards and lit on a bud hoveung 
over the g cat presse mound away to the roth west At 
fist I took it to be a kitttwake, bit s001 discove ed it 
ther icsembled the skia by its swit flgil, «bap wings, 
and ponted tal Wher T had got my gti tiere were two 
of them together fl) ng round and iound the slup I now 
get a closer view of them and discpvered that t ey were too 
ght coloured to be skuas ‘They were by no means shy, 
but contmued flying about close to the ship On gomg after 
them on the ice I soo1 shot one of then, and was not a 
little surpused on picking it up to find it was a lttle bid 





* Ths gull is often called by this name after ats fist discoverer, It 
has acquired its other name, ‘rose gull,’ from its pmk color r. 
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about the sve of a smpe, the mottled bick too, renunded 
me also of that bid Soon afta this I shot tie othe: Later 
m the day tiie cane another, wa ca was also shot O41 
pick ng this onc tp I found it was not quite dead, and at 
yonuted up a cotple of lage shiumps, which it must have 
caught in some chiuniel or other All thice were young 
brds, about 12 mehes im Iength, wth daik mottled grey 
plumage on the back and wiogs, the breast and under side 
white, with a scarcely petceptiole tinge of oraigered, and 
round the neck a datk sng spriakcd with grey” At a 
somewhat late: age this mottled plumage d sappeats; they 
then become blue on the back, with a black amg round the 
neck, while the breast assumes a delicate pink hie Some 
few days afteiwaids (August 6th and 8tl) some more of these 
bids were shot, making eight speci nens nal 

While me was pass 1g on, the plan 1 had been revolving 
in thy mind duung the winter was ever uppermost in my 
thoughts the plan, that is to say of exploung the unknown 
sea apart fiom the track in which the Zvam was drifting, 
I kept an anxious eye upon the dogs, for fear anytiing 
should happen to them, and also to sce that they continued 
in good condition for all my hopes centetcd in them 
Several of them, mdced, had been bitten to death, and 
two had been killed by bears, but there were still twenty 
sit remaining, and as a setof€ agatnst our losses we had 
the puppies, eight of which had been permitted to Inve 
As spimg advanced, they were allowed to roan the deck 
but on May sth thei waild was cons deimbly cxteided = T 
wrote thus, ‘ In the aftéinoon we let the puppies loose on 
the ice, and ‘Kyvk at once took long espeditions with 
them to familiatise them with their suno.ndings, Tust she 
mtroduced them to our meteorological apparatus, then to 
the bear trap, and after that to different presse mounds, 
They were very cautrous at first, statmg timidly all around, 
and venturing out very slowly, a step at a time from the ships’ 
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side, but soon they began to run riot in their1 ewly discoycred 
world, 

« (Kyik! was very proud to conduct her litter out into the 
world, and roamed about in the highest of sp tis though she 
had only just icturned ftom a long driving exped tion, in 
which, as usual, she had done good work in Jamess, In the 
afternoon, one of the blac< and white puppies had an attack 
of madness. It ran round the sh p, barking furously ; the 
others set on it and it bit at everything that came in ils way. 
At last we got it shut in on the deck forward, where it was 
furious fora while then quieted down, and now seems to be 
all right again, ‘This makes the fourth that has had a similar 
attack. What can it possibly be? It cannot be hydiophobia, 
or it would have Appeared among the grown uo dogs,” Can it 
be toothache, or hereditay epilepsy or some other infernal 
thiig?” Unfortunately, several of them died from these 
strange attacks, ‘Ihe puppies wee such fine, nice an mals, 
that we were all very sorry when a thing like this occmred, 

On June 3id I write —‘ Another of the yuppies died in 
the forenoon from one of those mysterious attacks, and I 
cannot conceal fiom myself that I take it greatly to heart, and 
feel low spirited about it. I have been so used to these small 
polar creatures living their sorowless life on deck, romping 
and playing around us from morning to evening and a little 
of the night as well. I can watch them with dleasure by the 
hour together, or play with them as with httle children have 
a game at bide and scek with them round the skyhght, the 
whue they are beside themselves w:thglee It 19 the largest 
and strongest of the lot that has just dicd, a tandsome dog ; 
I called him ‘ Lova’ (Ion) He was such a confiding, gentle 
animal, and so affectionate Only yesterday he was jumping 
and playing about and rubbing himself against me, and to day 
he is dead Our ranks are thinning, and the worst of it 1s we 
ty in vain to make out what it is that ails them. This one 
was apparently quite in his normal condition and as chee: ful 

Vu 
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as ever until his bicakfast was given lim; then he began to 
ery and teat round yelp rg and bark’ng as if distracted, just 
as the others had doie, After thts corivulsions set in, and 
the fioth pomed fiom hs mouth, One of these convulsions 
no doubt cai ted hin off = Blesstag and I held a post mar tem 
upor hin in the wternoon, but we could dscover no ¢ gis 
of anything unusual It docs not ecem to be an infectious 
a ment I cannot unde stind i 

“¢Uleika’? too the ha idsome.t dog ii the whole pack our 
consolation and ow hope, suddenly became ul the other day 
It was the moiung of May 24th that we fourd it paralyzed 
and quite helpless lying in ity cash 01 deck Tl kept trying 
to get up but cotldnt, and mm ned ately fell down again 
just like a man who has had a stiok? and has lot all power 
over his Imm)s__ Lt was at once put to bed in a box and nursed 
most carefully except for being u rable to walk, it 18 apparently 
quite well’? It must have been a kind of apoplectic seizure 
that attacked the spinal cord im some spot or other, and 
paralyzed one side of the body, ‘The dog recovered slowly, 
but never got the complete use of its legs agun, It accom. 
panicd us, however, 01 our subsequent sledge expedition 

The dogs did not seem to Itke the summer, it was so wet on 
the ice, and so warm = On June rith I wiite :—" Vo day the 
pools on the ice all rouid us have incieased wonderfully m 
s7¢, and it is by no means agrecable to go off the sh p wth 
shoes that are nol wate: ‘ght, it 1s wellct and walter for the 
dogs in the daytime, aid they sweat more and more fiom the 
heat, thou gh it as yet only rarely 1 ses above zero (C) A few 
days ago they were shifted on to the ice, whete two long 
kennels were set up for then”* ‘lacy were made ont of 
boxes, and really consist of only a wall and a roof Jere 
they spend the greater part of the twenty four hours, and we 
are now 1d ofall unclea il ness on board, except for the four 


rae me 





* Up to now they had the r kennels on deck, 
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puppies which st} remain, and lead a glo tots lie of it up 
therebetween slee>) and play,  Ulenka” 1s still on deck 
and is slowly recovering, There 1s the same daily rortine for 
the dogs as in the winter We let them loose in the moining 
about half past eight, and as the ume for ther release draws 
near they begin to get vely impatient. Fvery t me any one 
shows himself on deck a wild chorus of howis issues from 
twenty six throats, clamousmng foi food and fiecdo n. 

After being let loose they get their breakfast, consistiig of 
half a died fish, or three biscuits a-prece The rest of the 
forenoon 1s spent in rooting round among all the refuse heaps 
they can fiid, and they gnaw and lick all the empty t 1 cases 
which they have ransacked hundheds of times before If tie 
cook sends a fresh tin dancing along the ice a battle mme- 
diately rages rond the pr ze Tt often happens that one or 
another of them trying to get at a templing picce of fat at 
the bottom of a deep, nanow tin, sticks his head so far down 
into it that the tin sits fast and he cannot retease hinself 
again; so with this ext nguisher on Ins head he sprawls about 
blindly over the ice, indulgiig i1 the most wonderful antics 
in the effort to get 11d of it, to the grcat amusement of us, 
the spectators When tired of their work at the :ubbish heaps 
they stretch out their round, sausage-l ke bodies, panting in 
the sun, if there 1s any, and if it 1s too warm they get mto 
the shade They are ticd up again before dinnet; but 
“Pan,” and others like minded, sneak away a little before 
that time, and hide up behnd a hummock, to that one 
can only see a head ot an ear sticking up here and tiere, 
should anyone go to fetch him in he will probably grow!, 
show his teeth, or even tap; after which he will le flat 
down, and allow himself to be dragged off to prison The 
remainder of the twenty-fom hours they spend sleeping, 
puffing and panting in the excessive heat, whch, by the 
way, is two degrees of cold Every now and then they set 
up a chorus of howls that certainly must be heard in Siberia, 

ua 
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aid quanef amongst themselves till the fur flies in all direc 
tions ""hs 1emoval of he dogs on to the ice had nposed 
upon the watch the ardzous duty of remaining on deck at 
n ghts, which was not the practice before But a bear haying 
orice been 01 board and taken off two of our pree ous animal , 
we don t wait aiy more such v sitois. 

*On July grst ‘Kyik? agan incicased our popthition by * 
bi ngiig eleven puppies into the world one of which was 
deformed, and was at once k led; two others dred later but 
most of them grew up and becime fine, handsome animals, 
They ase still living 

“Few or no incideits occurred dung this time, except, 
natuially, the different cd Ictter days were celebrated with 
g cat ccremony ” 

-Miv vai? we observed wer specal pomp, the fulloning 
descr pon OF + hich T find in ny jour ral :— 

‘{nday, May 754), May ryth was celebrated yesterday 
with all possible fost ay In the moming we were awakened 
with organ music the enlivening stiams of the ‘College 
Uornpipe’ After this Pspiendd breakfast off smoked salmon 
ox tongues ete, ele srhe yhole ship’s company woie bows 
of ribbon in honour OF the day even old ‘Si ggen’ had one 
round Ins ta) “They na whusthd, and the Norwegian flag 
floated on high, flutes liavely at the masthead. About 
11 o'clock the compahy y sombled with their bannets on the 
ice on tle port side $r 41,4 ship, and the procession arranged 
itself in ordu. Dust of ait came the leader of the expedition 
with che ‘pe te? Norwegia-1 flag; | atter him Sverd ap with the 
Fran's pennant, wheh, with its ‘TRAM?’ o1 a red ground, 
 sathoms long, looked splendid. Next came a dog-sledge, 
with the band (Johansen with the accord on), and Mogstad, 
as coachman, after them cane the mate, with rifles and 





* The ann versary of the Norweg an Const’ti tion, 
} Without the mark of the “ union ' with Sweden, 
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harpoons, Henriksen carrying a long hupoon, then Amu adsen 
and Nordahl, with arcd banrer. ‘Lhe doctor followed, with 1 
demonstration flag in favour of a normal working diy. It 
consisted of a woollen jersey, wth the letters ‘N, A,’* 
embroidered on the breast, and at the top of a very long pole 
it looked most impressive After hin followed our cef, Juell, 
with ‘peiks’{ saucepan on his bick, and then came the 
meteorologists, with a cutious apparatus, cons sting of a large 
tin scutcheon, acioss whici was fastened a ied band w th the 
letters ‘Al. St,’ signifying ‘almindel g stem ierct,’ ot ‘umyers il 
suffrage.” t 

“At last the procession began to move on ‘Lhe dogs 
marched demurely, as if they had never don? anything else in 
all their ves than walk in procession, and tie band played a 
magnificent iest ve maich, not composed for the occasion 
The stately cortége marched twice round the Jam, after 
which with great solemnity it moved off im the direction of 
the large hummock, and was photographed on the way by the 
photogiapher of the expedition, At the hummock a heaity 
cheer was given for the Jam, which had tought (s hither 
so well, and which would, doubtless, take us equally well 
home agam, After this the procession tuned back; cutting 
acioss the Avam’s bow. At the port gangway a halt was 
called, and the photogiapic, mounting the bridge, made a 
speech in honour of the day. This was succeeded by a 
thundering salute, consistiig of six shots, the result of which 
was that five or six of the dogs rushed off over hummocks 
and pressine udges, and hid themselves for sevcial hous, 








* “Normal Arle dsdage ? = nor wil wor, ig day, 

} The pet name of the cooking ra ige 1) the gul ey. 

+ Up tots day Ian not cuite clear as to what these embloms were 
ivtended tos gufy That the doctor, fron want of practice, would have 
been glad of a normal day’s wok (“no nil Arbeidsdag ’) 11 revdily 
be explamed, but why the meteorologists should cry out for tniver 1 
suffrage pisses my comprehcnson Dd they wart to oyetuow 
despotism ? 


204 Chapter VIL 


Meanwhile we went down nto the cosy cabin, decorated 
with flags for the occation in a ight festive manne, where 
we partook of a splendid dinner, preluded by a lovely valse 
The menu was as follows Minced fish with curred lobster, 
melted butter and potatoes ; music , pork cut cts, with green 
peas, polrtocs, mango chutney, and Worcester sauce; music, 
apricots and custad, with cream; much music After this a 
siesta, then coffee, cunants, figs, cakes, and the phote grapher 
stood cigais, Great enthus um, then moe siesta After 
supper the violintst, Mogstad gave 1% iceital, when refiesh 
ments were seryed in the shape of f gs, sweetmeats, apricots, 
and ginger tread (honey cakes) On the whole a charmmg 
and very successful Seve ateenth of May, especially constdeiing 
that we had passed the 81st degice of latitude, 

‘ Monday, May 28th Ugh, I am tned of these endless, 
wh te plains cannot even be bothered snow shocing over 
them, not to mention that the lancs stop one on every 
hand = Day and night ] pace up and down the deck, along 
the ice by the ship’s sides, 1evolving the most elaborate 
scientific problems Tor the past few days it is especially 
the shifting of the Pole tiat has fascinated me, I am beset by 
the idea that the tidal wave, along with the unequal distribution 
of land and sea, must have a distuibing effect on the situation 
of the eaith’s axis. When such an idea gets into one’s head, 
it is no easy matter to get 1t oul again = After pondeing over 
it for several days, I have finally d scovered thit the influence 
of the moon on the sea must be suffiueat to ciuse a shifting 
of the Pole to the extent vf one minute in 800,000 years, In 
order to account for the Curopean Glacial Age, which was 
my main object, I must shift the Pole at least len or twenty 
degiees. This leaves an uncomfortably w de interval of time 
since that period, and shows that the human race must have 
attained a respectable age. Of course, it is all nonsense, But 
while Iam indefavgably trampi.g the deck in a brown study, 
imagining myself no end of a great thinker, I suddenly discover 
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that my thoughts ac at home, where all 1s summer and lovelt- 
ucss, aad those I have left are b. cy balding casiles a the ar 
for the day when I shall ictuun Yes, yes I spend rather 
too much time on this sot of thmg, but the dnft goes as 
slowly as ever, and the wind, the all powerful wind, 13 still the 
same, The first thing my eyes look for when I set foot on 
deck in the moining is the weathercock on the m zentop, to 
see how the wind lies, thitxer they are for ever straying duu Ww 
the whole day, and there again tiey rest, the last thing before 
Tturnin, But it ever points in the same direction, west and 
south west, and we duft now quicker, now more slowly west- 
wards, and only a little to the noith, I have no doubt now 
about the success of the expedition and my miscalculation was 
not so gtert after all, but I scarcely think we sha I duft higher 
than 85°, even if we do rat, It wul depend on how tai Franz 
Josef Land extends to the noith In that case it will be hard 
to give up reaching the Pole; it 1s im tcalitya mare matter of 
vanity, meicly child’s play, in compirison with what we are 
doing and hoping to do, and yet I must confess that I am 
foolish enough to want to take in the Pole while I am about 
it, and shall probably have a try at it if we get into its neigh 
bouthood within any reasonable time 

“This is a mid May; the temperature has been about zero 
several times of late, and one can walk up and down and 
almost imagine one’s self at home ‘Theie 1s seldom more 
than a few degrecs of cold, but the sumurer fogs are 
beginning, with occasional hoai fost. As a rule, however, 
the sky with its light, fleet ng clouds is almost like a spring 
sky in the souty 

“We notice, too, that it has become milder 01 board; we 
no longer need to light a fire in the stove to make ouselves 
waim and cosy, though, mdeed, we have never indulged in 
much luxury in this 1espect. In the store1oom, the 1ime 
fiost and ice that had settled on the ceiling aid wals ae 
beginning to melt; and in the compattments astern 6f the 
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saloon and in the hold, we have been obliged to set about 
a graid cleaa ig p, serap"ng off and sweep ng awry tha ice 
and rime, Lo save ott provisions ftom taking harm, through 
the damp penctialng he wiappings, aid rust ng holes in 
toe tn cases, We have, moreover, for a log tme kept the 
hatchways in the hold ope), so that there his been a 
thorough chaught throuph it, aid a good deal of the nme 
his evaporated. It ts remukable how httle dump we have on 
boad No doubt this 1s due to tie rams solid constiuction, 
and to the deck over the hold being panellcd on the undet- 
side, I am getting fonder and fonder of this ship.’ 

“Saturday, June gth Our politician, Amundsen, 15 cele 
brating the day with a wlute shut and collar.* To day I have 
moved with my work up into the deck house again, where I 
cin stand look out of the window in the day t me, aud feel 
that Iam ly ng in the world and not in a cavetn, where one 
must haye lamplight n git and day, I intend rema ming here 
as long as possible out into the winter . it is so cosy and quiet, 
and the monotonous suttoundings aie not constantly forcing 
themsclyes 1n upon me 

‘Tieally have the feeling that summer has come, I can 
pace up and down the deck by the hour together with the sun, 
or stand still and roast myself m at, while I smoke a pipe, and 
my eyes glide over the confused masses of snow and ice The 
snow is everywhere wet now, and pools are beginning to form 
every here and there, Te ice too 1s getting more and more 
peimeated with salt water, if one bores cver so small a hole 
in it, it 1s at once filled w th water. ‘I'he reason, of course, 1s 
that owing to the rise im ‘the temperature, the particles of salt 
contained in the ice beg n to melt their suoundings, and 
mote and movie water is formed with a good admiature of 
salt m st, so that its freezing pomt 1s lower than the tempeta- 
tiie of the ice alound it =This too, has risen maternally; at 

* W th reference to the resolution of the Storthing, on June 9th 1880 
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about 4 feet depth it is only 25 2° F ( ~ 38°C), at 5 feet it 
is somewhat warmer again, 26°5° T | Pk be a ). 

“Sunday, June roth, Oddly enough we have had no cases 
of snow blindness on board, with the exception of the doctor, 
who, a couple of days ago, after we had been playing at 
ball, got a touch of it nm the evening ‘The tears poured from 
his eyes for some time, but he soon recovered Rather a 
humiliating trick of fate that he should be tre fist to suffer 
from this ailment.” Subsequently we had a few asolated cases 
of slight snow-blindness, so that one or two of our men had 
to go about With dark spectacles ; but it was of httle importance 
and was due to their not thinking it worth while to take the 
necessary precautions 

“Monday, June r1th, Today I mde a joyful discovery 
I thought 1 bad begun my last bu idle of c gars and calculated 
that, by smoking one a day they would last a month, but found 
quite unexpectedly a whole box in my locker Great rejoicing . 
it will help to while away a few more months and where sha | 
we be then? Poor fellow, you are leally atalowebb ‘Lo 
while away time ’—that 1s an idea tiat has scarcely cver entered 
your head before It has always been your great trouble that 
t me flew away so fast, and now it cannot go fast enough to 
please you. And then so addicted to tobazco—you wrap 
yourself in clouds of smoke to mdulge in your everlasting 
day dreams, Hark to the south wind, how it whistles in the 
nigging ; it is quite inspiritiig to listen to it. On Midsummer 
Eve we ought, of course, to have had a bonf as usual, but 
fiom my diary it does not seem to hayg been the sort of weather 
for it. 

“Saturday, June a3id, 1894, 

"Mid the shady vales, and the leafy trees, 
How sweet the approach of tie summer breeze ; 


When the mountain slopes in the sun! ght genn, 
And the eve of St Join comes in hice n dream, 


The north wind continues wth sleet. Gloomy weather, 
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Drifting south, 81° 43 N, lat, that is 9 southwad since 
Moaday. 

“T have seen many Midsummer Lives under different skies, 
but never such a one as this, So fat, far fiom all that one 
associates with this evening, I think of the meuiment round 
the bonfires at home, hear the sciaping of the fiddle, the peals 
of laughter, and the sulvocs of tie guns, with the echoes 
aaswermg fiom the pu ple tnted heights. And then I look 
out over this bot ndlcss, white expanse into the fog and sleet 
and the driving wind. Tere 1s truly no ttace of midsummer 
mernment, It 1s a gloomy look out altogether! Midsummer 
is past—and_ now the days ate shoitenmg again, and the long 
night of winter approaching, which, maybe, will find us as far 
advanced as it lefi us 

“T was pus ly engaged with my examination of the salinity 
of the sea water this afternoon, when Mogstad stuck his head 
in at the door, and said that a bear must be prowling about 
in the neighbouhood, On returning after dinner to ther 
work at the great hummock, where they were busy making an 
ice cellar for fresh meat,* the men found bear tracks which 
were not there before, I put on my snow shoes and went 
after it But what teuible gomg it had been the last few 
days! Soft slush, m wich the snow shoes sink helplessly 
‘The bear had come fioin the west right up to the foan, had 
stopped and inspected the work that was going on, had then 
retreated a little, made a considerable detour, and set off 
eastwaids at its easy, shambling gait, without deign ng to 
pay any futher attention to such a tufle as a ship. It 
had 1ummaged about in every hole and corner where there 








* It was seal, walms, 11d beir's flesh fron Tist autumn, whch was 
used for the dogs During the winter it hid been hut & tp nthe ship, 
and was st ll quite fresh, Bit henceforth it was stored on tl ¢ ice intl, 
Kefore autimn set m, it was corsumed. It fs remarkable how well meat 
heeps in these regions, On Jine 28th we had reindeer steak for divier 
that we had alled on the S$ bersan ¢rast in Seplember of the previous 
yer, 
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seemed to be any chance of finding food and had 1ooted 
in the snow afler anything the dogs had left, or whatever 
else 1t might be. It had then gone to the lanes in the tce, 
and skirted them carefully, no doubt im the hope of finding 
a seal or two, and after that it had gone off between the 
hummocks and over floes, with a surface of nothing but 
slush and wate. Had the surface been good I should no 
doubt have overtaken Masict Biuin but he had too long a 
start in the slushy snow 

“A dismal dspi trig landscape nothing but white and 
grey No shadows merely half obliterated foims melting 
into the fog and slush’ Lyetything is 11 a state of disinte- 
gration, and one’s foothold gives way at every step, It 1s 
hard work for the poor snow shoer who stamps along through 
the slush and fog after beat tracks that wind in and out among 
the hu nmocks, or over them. ‘The snow shoes sink deep in 
and the water often 1caches up to the ankles, so that it 1s haid 
work to get then up or to force them forwad, but without 
them one would be still worse off 

“very here and there thts monotonous greyish whiteness 1s 
broken by the coal black water, which winds, in nanower or 
broader lanes, in between the high hummocks Wh te, snow- 
laden floes and lumps of ice float on the daik surface, looking 
hke white marble on a black ground Occasionally there ts a 
larger daik coloured pool, wheie the wind gets a hod of the 
water and forms small waves that pple and p ash against the 
edge of the ice, the only s gns of Lfe in ths aescrttiact It 
is like an old frieid the sound ef these playful wavelets. 
And here, too, they eat away the floes and hollow out their 
edges, One could almost :magime one’s self n moze southein 
atitudes, But all around 1s wieathed with ice towerng aloft 
in its evet varying fantastic forms, in strung contrast to the 
dark water on which a momcnt before the eye had rested, 
Everlasungly is this shifting ice modelling 1s it wee, in 
pune, grey maible, and, with nature’s lavish prodigality, 
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stiewmg around the most glorious statuary which perishes, 
without any eye having seen tt, Wherefore? To what end 
all this shifting pigeant of lovelness? It 1s governed by 
. the mere caprices of natu c, following ort those everlasting 
laws, that pay no hecd ta what we regard as aims and objects 

“In fiont of me towers one pressure ridge after another, 
with Iaxe after lane bet veen, It was in June the Jeannette 
was crushed and sank, what if the Zam were ta meet her 
fate here No, the ice will not get the better of her, Yet, 
if it should m spite of everything! As I stood gazing around 
me I remembered tt was Midsummer Dye, Pu away yonder, 
het masts pointed aloft, half lost to view in the snowy haze. 
They must, indeed, have stout hearts those fellows on board 
that craft. Stout hearts, or else blind faith in a man’s word, 

“Tt as all very wel: that he who has batched a plan, be it 
never so w Id should go wth it to carry it out; he naturally 
does his best for the child to which his thoughts have giver 
birth, But they—they had no child to tend, and could, 
without feeling any yeammg baulked, have iehained fiom 
taking pait in an exped tion like this Why should any 
human being 1enounce he to be wiped out here?” 

“Sunday, June 24th, ‘The anniversaty of our depaitue 
fiom home. Northerly wind, still diifting south, Obser- 
vations to day gave 81° 4x 7'N. lat., 80 we are not going at a 
breakneck speed, 

“Tt has been a long year a gicat deal has been gone 
through in it though we are quite as far advanced as I had 
antic pated = T am sitting, and look out of te window at the 
snow, whitliig round in eddies as it 1s swept along by the 
notth wind =A strange Midsumner Day One ri gat tank 
we had had enough of snow and tice, I am not, however, 
exactly p’ning after green fields at all events, not always, On 
the contrary I find myself sitting by the hour lay’ng plans 
for other voyages inlo the ice after om retuin from this one 
+ + + Yes, I know whit I have attained, and, more or less, 
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what awaits me — It is all vety well for me to sketch pla fo 
the future, But those at home. . No I am not i1 6 
humour for wuting this evening ; I will turnin ” 

“Wednesday, June rth Lat. 81° 18’ 8% At last the 
southerly wind has returned, so the e ts an end of dr ft ng 
south for the present. 

‘Now Iam almost long ag for tie polu mht, for tie ever 
lasting wonde land of tie stars with the spectral northern 
lights, and the moon sailing through the profound silence It 
is like a dream, lice a glimpse into the realms of fantasy 
There are no foims, no cumbrous real ty only a vision woven 
of silver and violet ether, sing up from ea‘th and floating 
out into infimty % But this eteinal day, with its 
oppressive actuality, interests me no longe: loes not entice 
me out of my lair, Life 15 one incessant hurrying from one 
task to another, everything must be done and nothing 
neglected, day after day, week after week ; aid the woking 
day is long seldom endi xg till far over midn ght. But though 
it all runs the sa ne sensation of longing and enptiness, which 
must not be noted, Ah, but at times there s no hold ng it 
aloof, and the hands sink down without will or strength~ so 
weary, so unutterably weary 

“Ah | life’s peace is said to be found by holy men in the 
desert Here, indeed, there is desert e1ough, but peace—of 
that I know nothing I suppose it is the loliness that is 
lacking. 

Wednesday, July 18th Went on excursio: with Blessing 
n the forenoon to collect specimens,of the brown snow and 
ice, and gather seaweed and diatoms in the water. ‘The upper 
surface of the floes is nearly everywhere of a ditty brown 
colour, or, at least, this sort of 1ce preponderatcs, while pwe 
white floes, without any traces of a duty lrown on their 
surface, ale rare. I imag'ned this brown colour must be due 
to the organisms I found in the newly frozen, brownish red 
ice last autumn (October); but the specimens I took to-day 
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consist for the most put of mineial dust m’ igled with diatoms 
aud other ing.ed.ents of organic o1.gin.* 

“Blessing collected several specimens on the upper surface 
of the ice cailicr in the stumme, and came to the same con- 
clusions I mitst look far her mto th 5,11 oider to see whether 
all th’s brow cist 15 of a mineral nate, and consequently 
orgmites fion the land We found in the lanes quant'ties 
of algee hike what we had often found previously There were 
Jage accumulations of them in nearly eyery 1 ttle channel 
We could also sce that a srown suface layer spread uself on 
the sides of the floes fai down into the water, This 15 due to 
an alga that grows on the ice There were also floating in the 
water a numbet of small viscid lumps, some white, some of a 
yellow sh red colour, and of these I collected several Under 
tie micioscope they al appeared to consist of accumulations 
of diatoms, among which, moieover, were a number of lager 
cellular oiganisms of a very chaiacteristic appeaance t All 
of these diatomous accumulations kept at a ceitain depth, 
about a yaid below the surface of the water; in some of the 
small lanes they appeued in laige masses At the same 
depth the above named alga seemed especially to flourish, 
while parts of it rose up to the surface, It was evident that 
these accumulations of diatoms and alga remamed floating 
exactly at the depth where the upper stiatum of fresh water 
rests on the sea water, The water on the surface was entirely 





* The sine kind of dust that I fousd 01 the ice on the erst coast of 
Goren" we, wh choas me auened 11 the Introduction tu this book, p 24. 

1 This dust, which 1s to ke seen in summer on the upper surface of 
al nost all poe ice of any age 15, no dot bt, for the most part, dist that 
hovers in the earths atmosp ere It probably descends with the falling 
snow and gradually accu nula es mto a surface layer as the snow melts 
dung the summer Laigen qua atities of mid however, are aso often 
to be found on tie tee, wch showy resenbe ths dust in colow, but 
are doubtless mote directly connected wth land, be ng formed on floes 
that have onginally Init m close proximity to it (Compare Hssenseh, 
Ergebuisse von Di. F Nansens dur chquernrg von Gronland Er ganaung- 
sheft No 105, 2% Petermanns Mitthetlungen ) 

} Ihave not yet had time to examme them closely. 
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fresh, and the masses of diatoms sank im it but floated on 
reaching the salt “ater below 

“Thursday, July roth It is as I expected I am begin 
ning to know the ways of the w'nd up here jretty well now. 
After having blown a ‘wimdmull Ineeze’ to-day rt falls calm in 
the evening, and to moirow we shall probably have wnd fiom 
the west or north west 

“Yesterday evening the last c gu out of the old box! And 
now I have smoked the first out of the list lox I have got. 
We were to have got so far by the tine that box was fnished , 
but are scarcely any futher advanced thai when I began it, 
and goodness knows if we shall be that when this, too, has 
disappeared. But enough of that. Smoke awny.’ 

“Sunday, July 2and. Tie north west wind did not come 
quite up to time; on Friday we had north cast instead, and 
during the mght it giadually went round to N,N L., and yes- 
terday forenoon it blew due north To day it has ended in 
the west, the old well known quarter, of which we have had 
more than enough 'T'bis evenmg the line* shows about NW. 
to N., and it 1s stroog so we are moy'ng south again, 

“T pass the day at the microscope. I am now bused with 
the diatoms and alge of all kinds that giow on the ice 11 the 
uppermost fiesh stratum of the sca ‘These «1e undemuably 
most interesting things, a whole new world of ngamisns that 
ae cairied off by the ice from known shoies acioss the 
unknown Polat Sea, there to awaken every summer, and 
develop into hfe and bloom Yes, st is very interest’ng work, 
but yet there 1s not that same burming interest as of old, 
although the scent of oil of cloves, Cinada balsim, and wood- 
oil, awakens many deat 1em‘niscences of that q 1et laboratory 
at home, and every moining as I come in here the microscope 
and glasses and colours on the table invite me to wok But 








4 We always had a line, with a net at the end hangu g out, mm oidei to 
see the direction we were diifing 1a, 01 to ascertain whet ie: there was any 
percept ble cmrent in the water 
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though I work indefat gably day after day tll Jate in the n ght, 
it is mostly duty work, and I am not soiry when it is finished 
to go and lie for so ne few hours in my berth reading a novel 
and smoking a cigar. With what exullaton would I not 
throw the whole aside, spring up, and Jay hold of real hfe, 
fightmg my way over ice and sea with sledges, boats, or 
kayaks. It is more than true that itis ‘easy to lve a life of 
battle’; but here there 1s neither storm nor battle, and I 
thirst after them I long to enlist titanic forces and fight my 
way forward—that would be living! But what plevsure 1s 
there in strength when there is nothing for it to do? Hete 
we drift forward, and here we dift back, and now we have 
been two months on the same spot. 

“ Everything, however, 1s being got 1eady for a possible 
expedition, or for the contingency of its becoming neces 
sary to abandon the ship. All the hand sledges ae lashed 
together, and the iron fittings carefully seen to, Sx dog- 
sledges are also being made, and to morrow we shall begin 
building ‘kayaks’ ready for the men, They are easy to draw 
on hand sledges in case of a reticat over the ice without the 
ship, Tora beginning we arc making ‘kayaks’ to hold two 
meneach I intend to have them about 12 feet long, 3 fect 
wide, and 18 inches in depth, Six of these are to be made 
They are to be covered with scalskin or sailcloth, and to be 
decked all over, except for two holes—one for each man, 

“T feel that we have, or rather shall have, everything 
necdfal for a bri ‘art retreat Sometimes I seem almost to 
be longing for a defeat®a decisive one—so that we might 
have a chance of showing what is in us, and putting an end 
to this irksome inactivity. 

“Monday, July goth, Westerly wind, with north westerly 
by way of a pleasant variety, such is our daily fare week 
after week On coming up in the morning, I no longer care 
to look at the weather cock on the masthead, or at the hne in 
the water; for I know beforehand that the former points east 
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or south cast and the line in the contrary direction#and that 
we are ever beaing to the soutieast Yesterday it was 

° 7 N Iat, the day before 81° rx‘, and last Moiday, 
July 25th, 81° 26 

«But it occupies my troughis no loiger I know well 
enough tlicie will be a change some time or other and the 
way to the stars leads through adversity. I have found 2 
new world; and that is the world of an mal and pant Ife 
toat exists in almost every fiesh water pool o1 the ice floes 
From moining tll evening and tll late m tie night I am 
absorbed with the microscope, and see nothing around me, 
J hive with these tiny beings in their separate universe, where 
they are born and die, generation after generat’on, where they 
pursue each other in the struggle for life, and carry on their 
ive affurs with the same feelings tre same suffeurgs, and 
the same joys that permeate every hving beng, from these 
microscopic animalcules up to man self preseivation and 
propagation, that 1s the whole story Tiercely, as we human 
beings struggle to push om way on through the labynnth of 
lfe, then struggles are assmedly no less fierce than ours— 
one incessant, restless hurying to and fro, pushing all others 
aside, to burrow out for themselves what is needful to them. 
And as to love, only mark with what passion they seck each 
other out With all our biain-cells we do not feel moe 
strongly than they, never live so entirely for a sensation, 
But what 1s life? What matters the individual’s suffering 
so long as the struggle goes on. 

* And these are smalt, one celled Jumps of viscous matter, 
teeming in thousinds and millions, on nearly every single floe 
over the whole of this boundless sea, which we are apt to regard 
as the realm of death. Mother Nature has a remarkable 
power of producing life everywhere~even this ice is a fruitful 
soil for her, 

“Tn the evening a little vauety occured in our uneventful 
existence Johansen having discovered a bear to the south- 

x 
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. 
cast of the ship, but ott of range It had, no doubt, been 
prowling about for some une wh le we were below at supper, 
and had been quite nea us, but bemg a armed by some 
sound o1 other, had go ¢ olf cistwaids, Sverdrup and I set 
out after it, but to no pt pose, the lines hrideted us too 
much and morcover a fog came on, so that we had to i:etuin 
after having gone a good distance.” 

‘Lhe world of oigan sns I above alluded to was the subject 
of special research through the short summer and in many 
lespects was quite rcnargble When the suns tays had 
gained powcr on the suiface of the ice, and melted the snow 
so that pools were formed, there was soon to be seen at the 
bottom of these pools »mall yellowish biow1 spots, so small 
taat at fist ore rardy no ced trem Day by day they 
incieased in sive, ard absorbing, 1ke all dark substances, 
the heat of the suns 1ays, they gradually melted the unde. 
lymg ice and formed 1ound cav ties, often several inches 
deep These brow spots were the arove mentioned alge 
and diatoms They developed speedily in the summer light, 
and would fill the bottoms of the cavities with a thick layea, 
But there were not plants only the water also teemed witi 
swaims of animalculss, mostly infusotja and flagellata, which 
subsisted on the plants. I actually found bactena cven 
these regions are not f! fe2 from them | 

But I could not alfvays remain cha ned by the microscope, 
Sometimes when fhe fine weather tempted me tesistibly, 
I had to go gat and - dive myself in Lie sun, and imagine 
myself in Drorway, 

‘Sortirday, August 4th, Lovely weather yesterday and 
to; fay, Light, fleecy couds sailing hgh aloft thotgh the 
sparkling azme sky filing ones soul with longings to soar 
as high and as fice as they. I have just been ott on deck 
this evening, one coud alnost imag ne oneself. at home 
by the ford Satuiday evening’s peace seemed to rest on 
the scene and on ones soul 
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"Ow sa makes, Sverd. p aid Am rdsu, have to day 
finshed covering the first do Je kayak with ¢ul cloth lully 
equipped, it wughs 305 kilos, (60 Ibs.) I think at will 
prove a fistiate conttivance Sverdup and I tied it on 
apool, It canned us splendidly, and wis so 5 ff that even 
sitting on the deck we could hanc le it quite co nforlably Le 
wlt easily carry two men w th full equ pmicnt for 100 days 
A handiei or more practical ciaft for legions | ke this I cannot 
well nagine ’ 

“Sunday, Acgust sth, 81 7°3’N, lat 


“Teart fret t e spurstiig ford 
When tie church bout rows an the morning ? 


“Bultant summer weather I bathe i the sun and dream 
I am at home eiticr on the hgh mountains or—heaven 
knows why on the fjords of the west coist, The sane 
White fleecy clouds nm the cleu blue summer aky , heaven 
arches itself oyeihead | ce a perfect dome, there 1s nothing 
to bar one’s way, and the soil atses up unfette ed beneath 
it What matters 14 that the world below 1s different, the 
ice no longer single ghttcrmg glaciers, but spread out on 
every hand? Is it not these same ficecy clouds far away 
in the blue expanse that the eye looks for at home on a 
bright summer day? Sailmg on these, fancy steers its course 
to the land of wistful longi yw And it 1s just at these 
ghittermg glac eis m the distance that we dt ect our lo og 
gaze. Why should not a summer day be as lovely he e? Ah, 
jes it is lovely, pte as a dream, without desne, vithout sin, 
a poem of clear white sunbeams iehacted im tie cool crystal 
blue of the ice, Low unutlerably delightful dows not this 
would appear to us on some stilling summei day at 1ome? 

“Have rested and ‘kept Sunday’ I could not ramam in 
the whole day, so took a long frp over the ice, Progiess ag 
easy eacept for the lanes i 

‘Hansen practised kayah-paduli ag ths aftenoon on the 

x2 
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pool around the ship fiom which several channels d'verge 
over the ice, but he was not content w ith paddling round 
in them, but must of ca* e, m ake an expert nent im cap: 
s cing ard recover ng iimself as the Uskimos do, It ended 
by hts not comug up ga 3, losing hs paddle, re nammg herd 
downwaids 11 the wate , and beat ng about with his hands till 
the ‘kayak? filled, and he got a cold bath fiom top to toe 
Noidahl, who was stand 1g by 01 the ice to help him, at last 
found it necessary lo go 1 ver hn and tate hmuporar 
even keel agin, to the great amuse nent of us others 

“One can notice thrt it 18 summer, This evening a gime 
of cards is bemg played on deck, with Pe k’s’ * big pot fora 
card table, Ove could al nost think it was an August oye 1ng 
m home; on'y the tod ly »s want ng but the pryes aad c gars 
we have,” 

© Sunday, August rath We had a shooting competition 11 
the forenoon 

A glouous evening. I took a stroll over the ice among 
the lanes and hummocks It was so wonderfully calm anc 
still Not a sound to be hemd but the dip, drip of water 
from a block of ice and the dull sourd of a siow-slip fron 
some hummock in the distance. Tre sur is low down in the 
north, and overhead is the pale blue dome of heaven, with 
gold edged clouds, ‘Lhe profound peace of the Arctic sol 
tudes. My thoughts fly fiee and far, If one could only give 
utterance to all that stirs one’s soul on such an evening as 
this! What an incomprehensible power one’s surroundings 
have over one. 7 

“Why is it that at times I complain of the loneliness? 
With Nature around cne, with one’s books and studies, one 
can never be quite alone,’ 

“Thursday, Atgust 16th. Yesterday evening, as I was 
lying in my berth reading, and all exccpt the watch had 


ad 


* 'The hame given to the cooking-stove 
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turied in, I heard the iepoit of a gun on deck over my 
head = ‘Thinking it was a bear, I hunedly put on my sea 
boots and sprang on deck, There I saw Johansen bare 
headed, rifle in hand. ‘Was it you that fired the shot? 
‘Ves, Ishot at the big hummock yonder I thought some 
thing was stirring there, and I wanted to sce what it was, but 
it seems to have been nothing.’ I went to tre rail ngs, and 
boked out. ‘I fancied it was a bear that was after our meat 
~ but it was nothng’ As we slood there oie of tie dogs 
cime jogg ng along fion the b’'g hummock = ‘’Lhen ycu see 
what you have shot at,’ I said, laughing, T’m botheied if it 
wasn’t a dog!’ he rept ed. ‘Tee bear’ it was, t ue enough, for 
so we called this dog It had seemed so lige im tie fog 
scratching at the meat hummock ‘Dd you um at the dog 
and miss? ‘That was a lucky charce ’ ‘No! I simply 
fied at random in that duection, for I wanted to see what it 
was.’ T went below and turned in again. At b eakfast to day 
he had, of course to rin the gauntet of some sa castic 
questions about his ‘harmless thu de polt,’ but he pa ied 
them adoitly enough 

* Tuesday, August 21st, North lautude, 81°4 2’. Strange 
how little alteration there 1s we duft a httle to the north, 
then a little to the south, and keep almost to the same spot 
But I believe, as I have believed all along, s ice before we 
even set out, that we should be away three years, or rather 
three winters and four summeis, neither more nor less, and 
that in about two years’ time from this presert autumi we 
stall reach home* The approaching winter will di fe us 
further, however slowly, and it begins already to announce 
utse f, for there were four degrees of cold Jast night.” 

“Sunday, August 26th. It seems almost as if winter had 
come, the cold has kept on an average bety een 24°8° Fy 





* Tt was two years Inter to a day that the am put 11 at Skyervo, on 
the coast of Norway. 
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(—4°C) and ara’ T. (—6° C) since Thugday. Thee 
are only sl ght va atons 11 the ten perature up here, 80 we 
may expect it to fall rezulatly from this time forth, though it 
1s rathe early for w nter to set im. All tie pools and Janes 
ate covered with ice, thick enough to bear a man, even without 
snow shoes 

*T went out on my snow shoes both moining and afternoon, 
‘The surface was beautiful everywhere Some of the lanes had 
opened out, or been compressed a httle, so that the new ice 
wis thn and beat unpleasantly under the snow shoes, but st 
bore me though two of the dogs fell through. A gond deal 
of snow had fallen, so there w1 fire, soft new snow to tiavel 
over, [fst keeps on as it is now, there will be excellent snow 
shoeing in the winter; for it 15 fiesh water that now f cezes on 
the surface, so that there is no salt that the wind can canny 
from the new ice to spoil the snow all around, as was the 
case last winter Such snow with salt in it makes as heavy 
a surface as sand 

“Monday, August 27th Just as Blessing was going below 
after his watch to-n ght, and was standing by the 1011 looking 
out, he saw a white fom that lay rolling in the snow a little 
way off to the south east Afterwards it remained for a while 
lying quite still. Johansen, who was to iclieve Blessing, now 
joined him, and they >oth stood watching the an’mal intently 
Presently it got up, so there was no longe: any doubt as to 
what :t was Lach got hold of a nfle and crept stealth'ly 
towards the forecastle whee they waited quictly while the 
bear cautiously approwched the ship, making long tacks 
egairet the wind A f&esh breeze was blowing, and the 
windoull going roind at full speed; but th’s did not alarm 
him at all; very lkely it was this very thing he wanted to 
examine, At last he reached the lane i1 front, when they 
both fired and he fell down dead on the spot. It was nice 
to get fresh meat again This was the first bear we had shot 
this year, and of comse we had roast bear for dinner to day. 
Regular winter with snowstorms ” 
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“ Wedreeday, August 2oth A fech wie, t rattles and 
pipes m the ugg ng aloft, An enlivening change and no 
mistake ‘Ihe snow di fis as if it were md-winte Ine 
August weather But we are berg not agam aid we 
have need to! Yesterday ow latitude was 80° 53's, Lhis 
evening I was standiig 1 the hold at wo < on ny new 
bamboo kayak, which will be the very acne of Ty itiess, 
Pettersen happened ta came down and gave me a hand 
wth sone lashngs that I was busy wl We ciatted a 
httle about things m gener, and he wae of oprion ‘that 
we had a good crib of it on hoatd the Z¥an, because here 
we had everything we wanted, and she was a devil of a sh‘_p— 
and any other ship would have been ciushed flat long ago’ 
But for all that he would not be afiaid, he said, to leave her, 
when he saw al the contiivances, such as these new kayaks, 
we had been getting ready. He was sure ro former expe- 
dition had ever had such contiivances, or been so equipped 
agi'nst all possible emergeices as we Bit, after all, he 
would prefer to1ctun home on the 2aam” Then we talked 
about what we should do when we cid get home 

*¢QOh, for your part, no doubt you'll be off to the South 
Pole,’ he sa‘d 

“And you?’ I replied, ‘Will you tuck up your sleeves 
and begm again at tie old work ?? 

«© Oh, very hkely ! but on my word I ought to have a week’s 
hohday fist, After such a trip I should want it, before 
buckling to at the sledge hammer again” ‘ 


gia 


CHAPIT.R VIII 
Stconp AutuMN IN TH. Tor 


So summer was over, and our second at tuun and w iter were 
beginning, But we we ¢ now moe inurad to the trails of 
patience attendant on ths Ife, and time passed quickly, 
Besides, I myself was now taken up with new plans and 
pleparations. Alluntoi as several times been made to the 
fact that we hid, dming tic course of the summer, got every: 
thing into readiness for the possibility of having to make our 
way home across the ice Six dow ble kayaks had been built, 
the hand sledges weie ir good oidei, and careful calculation 
had been made of the amount of food, clothing, fuel, etc, that 
it would be necessary to cury = But I had also quietly begur 
to make preparations for my own 1ieditated eapedition north 
In August, as already mentioned, I had begui to work at a 
single kayak, the fiaincnork made of bamboo I had said 
nothing about my plan yet except a few words to Sverdiup, 
it was impossible to tell iow far north the di‘ft would take us, 
and so many things might happen before spring 

11 the meantime hfe*on board went on as usual ‘There 
we e the regular o )servations and all sorts of occupat ons, and 
I myself was not so abscibed in my plans that I did not find 
tune for other things too. ‘Lhus I see fiom my dia y that in 
the end of August and im Septe nber I must have been very 
proud of a new invention that I made for the galley, All last 
year we had cooked on a particular kind of copper range, 
heated by petioleum lamps It was quite sattofactory except 
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that at buined several quails of peboleum a day — I could not 
help fearing sonet.oves that our Lgh.ig s.pply w.ght rar 
short if the expediuion lasted longer than was expected, and 
always wondered if it would not be possible to construct an 
apparatus that would bun coalol ‘black ol,” as we call it 
on boad—of which we bad 20 tons, origina ly intended for 
the engine. And [ succeeded in making stch an apparatus 
On August goth I write “Have tned iy newly nyented 
coal-oil apparatus for heiting the 1aige and it 1s beyond 
expectation successful It 1s splend d that we shall be able 
to bun coalol 11 the galley Now there $ no fea of our 
haying to cry ourselves blind for lack of 1git bye and bye 
This adds mote than 4,000 gallons to our stock of oil; and 
we can keep all our fixe petroleum now for | g iting purposes, 
and have lunps fur many a yea, cven if we ae a little 
extravagant, ‘The 20 tons of coaloil ouglt to keep the 
range going for 4 years, I think. 

© The contuivance 15 as simple a posible From a 
reservoir of ol a pipe leads dow1 and n tc the freplace; 
the oil dps down fiom the end of ths pipe into an iron 
howl, and 1s here sucked up by a shcet of asbestos or by 
coal ashes ‘The flow of oil fron the pipe 1s regulated by a 
fine yalve cock ‘To ensure a good draught, I bring a venti- 
lat'ng pipe from outside mght by the range doo Air is 
pressed through this by a large wind-sul on deck, and blows 
straight on to the 1.0n bowl, where the oil buns briskly with a 
clear, white flame, Whoever lights the fre in the motning 
has only to go on dec’s and see that the wind sail 1s set to the 
wind, to open the ventilator, to turr* the cock so that the oil 
runs properly, and then set 1t burning with a sciap of paper. 
It looks after itself, and the water is boiling in twenty minutes 
or halfanhour, One could not have anyth 1g much easier 
than this, it seems to me. But of course in our as im other 
communities, it is difficult to introduce reforns; everything 
new is looked upon with suspicion,” 
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Sonewhat later Iw te of the sane apruitus: © We are 
now using the galley again, wth the coulal fire; the moving 
down took place tre day hefo ¢ yeterday,* aed tie fre was 
used yesterday It works cup tally; a 3 foot wind 15 cro gh 
to give a splendid draupht The day before yesterday, when 
1 was sittiig with some of the others 11 the saloon in tie 
afternoon Iheudadul report out +2 the pal cy, aid sad at 
orce that it sourded lle ar explosion, Presently Pettersenj 
stuck a head in at the door as bhics as a sweeps, g cat lumps 
of soot all over it, ard «1d that the stove rid exp odcd nyt 
into his face; he was only go 1g to look af it was bu ig 
nightly, and tic whole fcndsh thing flew out at hin A 
stieam of words not unm igled with oaths flowed Ike peas 
out of a sack, while the iest of us yelled w'th laughter 11 
the galley it was eisy to see that something had happened , 
the wa is were covered wit i scot in lumps and suipes pointing 
towards the fireplace The explanat on of the acctdent was 
simple enough, ‘Ihe ciatght had bee. insufficient, and a 
quant ty of gas had formed which had not been able to bun 
until air was Iet im by Petterse 1 opening the door, 

“This 1s a good beginning I told Pettersen im the evening 
that I would do the cooking myself next day, when the real 
tral was to be made But 1¢ would not hear of such a thing ; 
he said ‘I was not to thiik tiat he minded a tuifle ike that; 
I might tiust to its beng al ght and at gs all right 
Trom that day I heard ncthing but piaise of the new appratus, 
and it was used until the 2iau was out in the open sea again, 

“Thursday, September 6th 81° 13°7 N.lat Have T been 
man ed five years ta day?» Last year tls was a day of y cto y 
—when the ice-fetters bust at Taimur Tsland—but there is no 











* During tl e summer we h d maiden k tchen of the chart room on deck, 
because of the good daylight here, and besides the galley p oper was to 
be cleaned and painted. 

+ Pettersen hid been advanced fron smith to cook and he and Juell 
took turns ofa fortn ght eich n the gal ey, 
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thought of victory now, we ue nol so far north as I had 
expected , the no th west w nd has come again, and we are 
drifting south. And yet the future does not seem to me so 
long and so dark as it sometimes has done. Next September 
6th, .- can it be possible that then every fetter will have 
burst and we shall be silting together talking of this time in 
the far notth and of all the longing, as of someth'ng that once 
was and that will never be again The long, long mght is 
past, the morning 15 just brevkiig, and a gloi ous new day 
les before us, And whats there agi nst this happening next 
year? Why should not this wnter catry the Zam west to 
some place north of Tianz Josef Land? . , and then my time 
has come, and off I go with dogs and sledges to the north 
My heart beats with joy at the very thought of it The winter 
shall be spent in making every preparation for that expedition, 
and it will pass quickly. 

“T have already spent much time on these preparations 
{I think of everything that must be taken, ard how it is to 
be arranged, and the more I look at the thing fiom all points 
of view, the mote firmly convinced do 1 become that the 
attempt will be successful, 1f only the 77am can get north in 
reasonable time, not too late in the spring. If she could just 
reach 84° or 85°, then I should be off 1n the end of February 
or the fist days of March, as soon as the daylight comes 
after the long winter mght, and the whole would go like 
a dance, Only four or five months, and the t me for action 
will have come again What joy! When I look out over 
the ice now, it 1s as if my mvsc.es q tiveced ‘wth longing to 
be striding off over it in real eatnést—fatigu2 and privation 
will then be a dehght It may scem foolish that I should 
be determined to go off on this expedition, when pethaps, 
I might do more important work quietly here on board = But 
the daily observations will be carned on exactly the same. 

*T have celebrated the day by ananging my work room for 
the winter, I have put in a petroleum stove, and expect that 
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this will make it warm enoug1 even 11 the coldest weather, 
with ine snow waus Chat Lruend to buud iouid the outside 
of it, and a good roof covctiig of snow, At Icast, double the 
amount of work will be done if tus cabn cad be used in 
wiiter, and I cin sit up here mstead of m the midst of the 
racket below. I have such comfo Mible tines of 1t now, in 
pewe aid quetiess, lettr g my tionghts take ther way 
wicheched 

“Sunday Septemle gth 81° 4! N lat ‘Lie midmyzht 
fin disappcarcd some (ays ago, aid alicady the 9t1 sets in 
the nort1 west; it 15 gone by 10 oCock in the evenmg, and 
theje 15 once moe a glow over the cternul wh te Winter as 
coming fast. 

“ Another peaceful Sunday, with rest fiom work, and a little 
reading. Out snow shocing to day I crossed seveial frozen. 
over lanes, and very sl ght packing has begu1 here and there, 
I was stopped at last by a broad open lane lying pretty nearly 
1oith and south ; at places it was 400 to 500 yards acioss, and 
T saw no end to it either north or south, ‘The surface was 
good, one got along quickly, with no exertion at all when tt 
was in the direction of the wiid 

“ This is undeniably 2 monotonous life, Sometimes it feels 
to me like a long dark n ght, my life’s ‘ Ragnarok,’ * dividing 
itintotwo . .. ‘The sun is darkened, the summeis with 
it, all weather is weighty with woe’, snow covers the earth, 
the wind whistles over the endless plains, and for three years 
this winter lasts, till comes the time for the great battle, and 
‘men tramp Hels way’ ‘There is a hard strugyg e between life 
and death; but after that comes the reign of peace. ‘The 
earth mses from the sza again, and decks itself anew with 
yerdure ‘Torrents roar, eagles hover over them watching for 
fish among the rocks,’ and tien ‘ Valhalla,’ fairer than the sun 
and long length of hap .y days. 





* © Pwil ght of tle gods.” 
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“Pettersen, who is cook this week, came in here this 
even'ng, a8 usual, to get the bill of fare for next day, When 
his business was done, he stood for a mnute, and tien sad 
that he had had such a strange dream last might, he had 
wanted to be taken as cook with a new expedition, but 
Dr Nansen wouldn t baye h'm. 


“6 And why not ?? 

® Well, this wis how it was I diewned that Dr Nansen 
was going off acioss the ice to the Pole with four men, and I 
asked to be taken, but you said that you didnt need a cook 
on this expedition, and I thoug xt that was queer enough, for 
you would surely want food on this trip as well. It seemed to 
me that you had ordered the ship to mect you at some other 
place; anyhow you were not coming back he1e, but to some 
other land It’s stiange that one can lle aid rake up such a 
lot of nonsense in ones sleep’ 

“That was pethaps not such very great nonsense, 
Pettersen; it 1 quite possible that we might hive to make 
such an expedition, but if we did, we should certainly not 
come back to the Aram,’ 

“Well, if that happened, I would ask to go, sure enough ; 
for it's just what I should like, I’m no great snow-shoer, but 
T would manage to keep up somehow.’ 

“ That's all very well, but theres a g eat deal of weary 
had work on a jounney like that; you nzedn’t think it’s all 


pleasure.’ 
“No, no one would expect that ; but 1t would be all nght 
if I might only go . 


«* But there might be worse than hards ups, Pettersen It 
would more than likely mean nsking your | fe’ 

“*T don’t care for that either. A man has got to die some 
t'me? 

“Yes, but you don’t want to shorten your life?’ 

“Oh, I would take my chance of that, You can lose your 
life at home, too, though, perhaps, not quite so easily as here, 
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Bul fF ainarwas aways to be thinging about that le would 
never do anytning. 

“¢Thats tue Anyhow he would not need to come on an 
expedition like this, But remember that a jouney northward 
over {1e ice would be 10 childs ply’ 

© No, I know that well enough, but if st was with you I 
siouldnt be afiaid It wot d never do if we lad to manage 
alone Wed be sure te yo won; but ats quite 2 diffe ent 
th ng, you sce, when tierce is ore to kad that you know his 
been thiough it alt before’ 

‘It as evtaordinary the blind fa th such men have in their 
leader I believe they would set off without a moments 
teflection if tiey wee asked to join mm an exped tion to 
the Pole now, with baz<¢ whiter at the door, It 1s giand 
as lox as the fatth Insts,.but God be merciful to lum on 
the day that 1t fatl, ” 

‘Saliiday, September 15th This evening we have seen 
the moon again for tie first tine beautrful full moon, and a 
few stars weie also visible in the night sky, which is etill quite 
l ght. 

“Notices were posted up today in several places, Lhey 
1an as folloys — 


“As fire hee on board mght be fo lowed by the most 
teinble consequences, too gieat precaution cannot be taken 
For this reason every man 1s iequested to observe the 
following rules mos¢ conse endiously 


1, No one 1s to cary matches, 
2. The only places wize mulches may be kept ue— 


(1) The galley, whee tre cook for the time 2¢ 1g 13 
responsible for them 

(2) ‘Ihe four 5 le cabm,, where the mmate of cach 
is responsible for his box 

{3) The woik cab n, when work ts going on 


Second Autuina n the Ice 3I9 


(1) On the mast in the saloon fiom which ne the: box 
nor s ngle matc 1¢3 must be taken ayay under any 
cnct mstances. 

Matches must not be struck anywhcie except in the 
places above named 

‘The one exception to tle above rules 1s made when the 
forge has to be lighted 

All the sh ps holds a ¢ lo be mspected every even ng at 

8 oclock by the fhemspector, who will give im his 

repoit to the undeisigned, After thit trme no one 

may, without special permission, lake 2 light into the 
holds or into the engine oom, 
Smoking 1s only allowed in the | ying rooras and on deck 

Lighted pipes ur cigats must on no account be seen 

elsewhere, 


ue 


= 


wa 


a 


Fripi,or Nansen, 
Fram, September 15th, 1894 


“Some of these regulations may seem to infringe on the 
principle of equality which I have been so at xious to main- 
tain; but these seem to me the best arrangements I can 
make to enstre the good of all and that must come befoie 
everything else.” 

“Triday, September 2tst We have had tremendously 
stiong wind ftom the noth west aid north for some days, 
with a velocity at times of 39 and 42 feet During this 
tine we must have dufted a good ‘ay sovth, ‘The Radical 
Right had got hold of the helm, 910 Amundsen ; but their 
tine in power was short; for it fell calm yesterday, and now 
we ate going noith again and it looks as if the ‘ Left’ wee 
to have a spell at the helm, to repau the wiongs done by the 
‘Right’ 

“Kennels for the dogs have been built this week—a row 
of splendid ice houses along the pot side of the shp, four 
dogs in each house, goud waim winter quarlers In the 
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meartime our eght Inu preps ae thi vag 01 board, they 
hive a grand wo d to wander rouid the whole fore deck 
with an awning over it You can hear their little barks and 
yelps as they 1ush about among shavings, hand sledges, the 
steam wmch, m Il axle, and other odds aid ends ‘They phy 
a little, and they fght a httle, ard forward under tre forecastle 
ticy have their bed among the sh ngs a very cosy comer, 
whee *Kvik' hes stretched out like a tiones¢ im alt her 
najesty ‘here they tumble over eich other in a heap 
round het, sleep yaw, cat, aid pull each other’s tals It 
is a pietine of home aid peace here neat the Pole, which 
one could watch by the 1ou, 

“Life goes its regi ar even, ureventful way, qu et as the 
ice itself, and yet it is wonderful how quickly the time passes 
The equ nox bas come, the n ghts are beg. n ig to tum dars, 
and at noon the sun 1s only g degices above the hotizor 
I pass the day busily l cre in the work cibin, and often feel 
as if I were aitt’ng in my study at home, with all the comforts 
of civilisation round m2 If it were not for the separation 
oie could be as well off here as tie c. Somet mes T forget 
where I am. Not infrequently in tie even ng, when I have 
been sitting absorbed in work, I have jumped up to listen 
when the dogs baked thinking to myself: who can be 
coming? Then I remember that I am not at home, but 
drifting out in the middle of the frozen Polir Sea at the 
commencement of the second long Ar.tic n ght 

“The temperature has been down to 1 4° I. below zero 
(- 17°C.) to-day ; wintgr is coming on fast. ‘There 1s 1 te 
dift just now, and yet we ae in good spiuts It was the 
same last autumn equinox, but how many disappomtments 
we have had since then IIow teinble it was in the later 
autumn when every calculation seemed to fail, as we duited 
faither and fartier scuth Not one bright spot on our 
horizon! But such a time will never come again, There 
may still be great relapses, there may be slow progress for 
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a time, but there is no doubt as to the futme; we sce it 
dawning bught 1 tle wou, beyoid tne Arct c mght. 

“Sunday, Seplember 23rd It was a year yesterday since 
we made fast foi the first time to the great h immock in the 
ice. Hansen improved the occasion by making a chart of out 
duft forthe year It docs not look so very bad, thotgh the 
distance is not gical, the d rection 1s almost exactly what I 
had expected. But more of this to mouow, it is so late that 
I cant ot write abort it now The nghts ae tuning darker 
and darker, winter 1s scttl ng down upon us ’ 

“Tuesday, September 95th, I haye been looking more 
catefully at the calculation of our last yeus drift If we 
reckon fiom the place wheie we were shut in on the 22nd of 
September last year, to our position on the 2and of September 
this year the distance we have ditited is 189 mules, equal to 
3° 9' lat. Reckoning fiom the same place but to the faithest 
noith pomt ,we reached in summer (July 16h), makes the 
duft 225 miles, or 3°46 = But if we reckon fiom our most 
southern point in the autumn of last year (November 7th), 
to ou most northern pomt this summer, then the duft 1s 
305 miles, or 5°5’. We got fully 4° noith, fiom 77° 43 to 

° 53. ‘lo give the comse of tie dift 1s a difficult task 
11 these latitudes, as there ts a petceptiste deviation of the 
compass with every degice of long tude as one passes east o1 
west, the change, of course, given in degices will be almost 
exactly the same as the number of degiccs of longitude that 
have been passed. Om ayeiage couse will be about N 36° 
W. The direction of ou dr ft 1s consequently a much more 
northeily one thar the Jeanette's yas’ and th s 1s just what we 
expected, ouis cuts hers at an angle of 59”. ‘Lhe lune of this 
year’s duft continued will cul the noith east island of Spitz 
beigen, and take us as far north as 84° 7',1175° TE long, 
somewhere N.N.E of Viana Josef Land Tle distance by 
this couse to the Noith Last Island is 827 mics. Should we 
continue to progiess only at the 1ate of 189 amiles a yeai, it 
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would take us 4.4 yeus to do this dstance Lut assuming 
our progiess to be al the rate of 305 miles a yeu, we shall do 
itin 27 years ‘Lhat we siould duift at leat a5 quickly as this 
seems probable, because we can haidly now be diiyen back 
as we weie in October list year, when we had the open water 
to the south, and the g cat mass of ice to the north of us 

© Lhe past summer secins (o me to have proved that while 
the ice is very unwill 1g to go back south, 1b 1s most 1eady to 
go north west as soon as there J) ever so | Ule eastcly nol lo 
mention southerly wind, I thetefore belicve, as I always have 
believed that the duift will secome faster as we get farther 
noith west and the probabil ty is that the 2#am will reach 
Norway in two years, the expedition having lasted ats full thee 
yeais, as I somehow had a feeling that it would — As our drift 
3s 59° more northeily than the /anuetfe s, and as Lranz Tosef 
Land must force the ice noith (tak ng for granted that all that 
comes fiom this gieit basi1 gocs 10und to the north of Tianz 
Josef Land), it 1s probable that om comse will become more 
noitherly the father on w2 go, until we aie past Trang Josef 
Land, and that we shall consequently cach a h gher Intitude 
than our dift so fa: would indicate. I hope 85° at least 
Everything has come right so far, the direction of our daft 
1s exactly parallel with the comse which I conjectmcd to have 
been taken by tie floe with the /tannefte relics, and which I 
pucked out on the chart prepared for my London Address.* 
This course touched about 873° N, lat I have no ight to 
expect a more noitherly di ft than parallel to this, a1d have no 
vght to he anything hut hippy if T get as far, O 1 a.m, as I 
have so often tied to make clear, 1s nol so much Lo reach the 
pomt ‘in which the carth’s axis termi ates,’ as to tlayerse and 
exploic the unknown Polat Sea, and yet I should 1 ke to gel 
to the Pole, too and hope that it will be possible to do so, if 





* Sce Geographical Jounal, London, 1893, See also the mip 1 
atic eh 1890, and the Norwegian Geograp neal Societys Year Sook, 
» 1899, 
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only we can teach 84° or 85° by Much and why should we 
note” 7 

“Thusday, Septenber 27th Tave determined that, 
beginning fiom to mortow, every min is to go out snow- 
shoeing two hous daly, fion rr to x, so long as the 
daylight lasts, It 19 necessary, If vith ng happened that 
obliged us to make our way ho ne over the ice, [ am afiaid 
some of Lie company wot d be a te uble hndrance to us, 
unpractised as they ac now Sever of then are f strate 
snow shoers, but {ye or six of then would 9001 be feel ng the 
pleasures of learning, if they had to go out 014 og course, 
and without snow shoes, 1t would be all over with us, 

“ After this we used to go out regululy ina body. Besides 
bemg good exercise, it was also a great pleasme, every one 
seemed to thiive on it, and they all became accustomed to 
the use of the shoes on this giound eyen though they often 
got them broken in the uneve messes of the presse iidgcs , 
we just patched and riveted them together to break them 
again ' 

“Monday, October rst. We tiicd a hand sledge to day 
with a load of 250 lbs It went along casily and yet was 
hard to diaw, because the snow shocs weie apt to slp to the 
side on the sort of suiface we had I almost believe that 
Indian snowshoes would be better on thus ground, where 
there aie so miny knobs and smooth hillocks to diaw the 
sledges over. When Amundsen first began to ptll the sledge, 
he thought it was nothing at all; bit when he had gone on 
for a ume, he fell into a fit of deep ~xl evidently sid thought, 
and went silently home When he got on boud he coifided 
to the others that if a man had to draw a load like that, he 
might just as well lie down at once—it would come to the 
sane thing inthe end ‘That ts how practice 1s apt to go In 
the after 100n I yoked three dogs to the same 1 ttle sledge with 
the 250 lbs load, and they drew it along as if it were nothing 
at all” 

v2 
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“Tuesday, Oclober 21d Beant fil weather but coldish, 
49° T of fost (— 27°C) diuting the mght which 1 a good 
deal for October, sstey It wil be a cold writer af it goes 
on at the same rate 3ul what do we care whether there are 
0° of flost or 120°? A good snow shoving excursior to day 
Tiey are all becom yg most expert now; but datkness will be 
on us presently, aud then there willbe no more of Ibis a 
ply, ths exercise 15 40 good for us we must think of some 
thi yg to take ils place. 

“Thave a feeling nov as if this were to be my last winter 
on boaid Will it realy come to my going off north in 
spung? ‘The expeument in drawing a loaded hand sledge 
over this ice was cela nly anythng but promising; and if 
the dogs should not hold out, or should be of less use than 
we expect; and if we should come to worse ice instead of 
better—well, we should only have ourselves to trust to But 
if we can just get so far on with the /vam that the distance 
left to be covered 1s at all a icason ble one, I believe that at is 
my duty to make the vente, and I cannot wagine any diffi 
culty that will not be overcome when out choice lics between 
death—and onward and home ” 

Thursday, October 4th The ice is rather impassable in 
plices, but there ae particular Janes or tricts; taking it 
altogether, it is im good condition for siedging and snow 
shocing, though the surface is 1ather soft, so that the dogs 
sik ina httle Ths is pobibly chiefly owing to there having 
been no strong winds of late, so that the snow has not been 
well parked toge her 

“Life goes on in the regular routine ; there is always some 
hittle p’ece of work tuning up to Le doie Yesterday the 
yneak ng in of the youig dogs begin * It was just the thiec 

‘Barbara,’ ‘Tie,’ and ‘Sis‘ne?’ ‘Gulabrand? 15 such a 





* These wale the puppies born on Dece uber 13th, 18733 0 ly fori of 
them weie now aliye. 
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miserable, thin wictch that he is escaping for the present 
Tiey were unmanagea dle at first, and rushed about in all 
directions; but 114 little while they diew lke old dogs, and 
were allogether better thar we expected ‘ Kyik,’ of course, 
set them a noble example, It fell to Mogstads lot to begia 
the traning, as it wis hs week for lookiig afier the dogs, 
{ius duty 1s take. in tung now, eaci mai ias his week of 
attending to them both morniig 11d «ficrnoon, 

“Tt secns to me that a yery sat sfictory state of fecling 
prevails on board at present, when we are just entering on our 
second Arctic n git, which we hope is to be a longa, and 
probably also a colder one, than any people before us have 
expereiced, There ts appieciably less I ght every day; soon 
there wil be none; but the good spirits do net wane with the 
Ight. It seems to me that we are more uniformly cheerful 
thi1 we have evcr been. What the reason of this is I cannot 
tell, perhaps just custom, But certainly, too, we are well off 
--in clovel, as the say ng is We are dnifting gently, but it is 
to be hoped smely on though the dark unknown Nivlheim, 
where tetrificd fancy has pctired all possible honois, Yet 
we aie hyiig al fe of luau and plenty, suounded by all the 
comforts of civilisation, I think we shall be bette: off this 
winter than last, 

“The fing apparatus m the galley is work ng sple sdidly, 
and the cook himself 1s now of opimio1 that itis an mvention 
which approaches perfection So we shall biri noth ag but 
coal oul there now; it warms the place wel, and a good deal 
of the heat comcs up here into the work room, wheie I so ne 
times sit and peispire untl I have to take off one garment 
after another, altiough the window 1s open aad there are 
go odd degices of cold outside. I have calculated that the 
petroleum which this enables us to keep for lighting purposes 
only, will last at least 10 yeas, though we buin it freely 300 * 
days in the ycar. At present we are not using petroleum 
lamps at the 1ate assumed in my calculation, because we 
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frequently have clectiic I ght; aid then even here summer 
cones once a yer, or, wt any tate, somethiig which we must 
call sumner Lven rllowing for ace ders, such as the 
possib | ty of a ta dk sprmgg a leak and the of uni bE out, 
tic ¢1, st | no teason whatever for bemg spuing of I ght, and 
cyery man can have as much as he wants, What ths means 
can best be app ec ucd by o1¢ who, for a whole yer , has fett 
the stiigs of consacnee every time he went to wok or read 
aoic in hus cabin, aid burned a lamp that was not vbsolutcly 
necessuy, because he could baye used the general one in the 
saloon, 

“As yet the coals me not being touched, except for the 
stove in the saloon, where they are to be allowcd to burn as 
much as they like this winter, The quantuy thus consumed 
will be a tile in compa son with our store of about 100 tons, 
for which we cannot well have any other use until the Zram 
once more foices hei way out of the ice on the other side 
Another tung that 1s of no litle help in keeping us warm and 
comfortable, 1s the awning that is now stictched over the 
ship * The only past 1 have left open is the stern abaft tic 
budge, so as to be able .o see round over the ice from there 

“ Personally, I must say that things are going well with me , 
much better than I could haye expected. ‘ime is a good 
teacher. that devoming loiging docs not gnaw so hard as t 
did Is it apathy begin ung? Shall I feel nothing at all by 
the tune ten years has dassed? Oh! sometimes it comcs on 
with all its old strengli—as af it would teu me in p'eces 
Bat th.s 1s. a splendid scrgol of patence, M.ch good it does 
to st wonder ig whether they arc aliye or dead at home; it 
only almost dityes onc mad 

“AN the same, I never giow quite reconciled to this life. 





* We had no covering over the sh p the first winter, as we thot ght it 
would make it so dars, and mike it diflcul to fird ones way about on 
deck But when we jtts10n tie second winter, we found that it was an 
ur provere it 
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It is really ne ther hfe nor death, but a state Letwecn the two. 
it means never Demg avicst about anyilung o1 in any place 
a constant waitiig for what is com ng, a waiting in which, 
perhaps, the best yea1s of one’s manhood will pass It 1s hhe 
what a young boy sometimes feels when he goes on his first 
voyage ‘The life on boud is hateful to bm; he suffers 
ciuelly fiom all the torments of sev sickness ; and being shut 
imwithin the nauow walls of the sh p is worse than puson, 
but it 19 someting that has to be gone through. Beyond it 
all les the south tie Jand of hs youthfil dieams, tempting 
with its sunny smile In time he arises, half dead Does he 
find his south? Llow often it 19 but a bauen desert he ts cast 
ashore on ’ : 

“Sunday, October 7th It has cleared tp ths evening, 
and thete 15 a starry sky and auoia borealis, It 1s a litile 
change fiom the constant cloudy weather, with frequent snow- 
showers, which we have had these last days 

© Thoughts come and thoughts go, I cannot forget, and I 
cannot sleep, Tverything 15 still, all are asleep IT only hear 
the quiet step of the watch on deck ; the wind rustling in the 
nigg ng and the canvas, and the clock gently hacking the time 
in pieces there on the wall, If I go on deck there is black 
night, stais spatkling h’gh overhead, and faint amona fucketing 
across the gloomy vault, and out in the darkness I can see 
the glimmet of the great monotonous plain of the ce, it 1s all 
so inexpressibly folloin so far, far removed fiom the noise and 
unrest of men and all theu sttiving, What is] e thus isolated ? 
A stiange, aimless process; and man a macl ine whch eats, 
sleeps, awikes, cate and slecps again, dieans dieams, but 
never hives On 15 life really noth 1g cle? And ts at just 
one more phase of the eternal martyrdom, a new m stace of 
the ening human sou, this banish ng of one’s self to the 
hopeless wilderness, only to long there for wlat one has left 
behind? Am TIacoward? Am J afraid of death? Oh, no 
but in these nights such longing can come over one for all 
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beauty, for that which is coitiined j1 a 6 le word, aid the 
soul flees fiom this ier uneble and t gd world of ice When 
cre thinks how 210 t life as, nd trywone cane wry fiom it 
all of o1¢’s own fice will, vid ic nenbe s, too, that another ts 
st ffuing the par 1 of constant anv ely, ‘true, tite ull death? 
‘Oh mank ad, thy ways are passng stiinge! We are but 
as flakes of form, helpleasly d ven over the toss ag sca? 

“Wednesday, October roth, Eyactly 33 yeus old, then 
‘Lic ¢ 13 nothing to be sad to tat, except that life is moving 
on, and will never turn back. ‘1 wy have all been touch’ igly 
nice to me today, and ve have held {éte ‘Lacy su prised 
me in the moming by laving the saloon oinamented with 
flags. ‘hey had hung the ‘Union’ above Sverdiups place.* 
We accused A nund e1 of having done this, but he would not 
co rfess tn Avove my door ard aver TTancen’s they had 
the pennant with Jam in big letters Tt looked most festive 
whe1 I came into the saloon, and they all stood up and wished 
me ‘Many happy icttins’ When I went on deck the flag 
Was waving fiom the mizzen mastherd 

"We took a snowshoeing excuision south in the morning 
Te was windy, bitte: werthat , I have not felt so cold for long 
‘The thermometer is down to 24° I. below zero (31° C.) this 
evening , this 1s certainly tl e coldest birthday I have had yet A 
sumptuous dinner: 1, [isi pudding 2 Sausages and tongue, 
with potatoes, haticot beans,and peas 3 Picseived stiawbeuies, 
with rice and cream. Crown extract of malt ‘Then, to every 
ones surprise, our doctor begin to take out of the pocket of 
the vveicuat he always wer, teu athable lovang hile gasses 

medicine glasses, meisi ung glasses, test glasses one for 
cach"man, and lastly a whole bottle of Lysholmer liquetm 
real native Lysbolmcr, whch awakened general enthis asm 
Two diams of that per man was not so bad, besides a quarter 
of a bottle of extract of malt. Coffee after dinner, with a 





* Anallusion, no doubt, to hs political opmions (Z?ans ). 
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suprise in the shape of apple crke, taked by our excelle it 
cook, Peitetsen formerly snith and enginecr ‘Then I had 
to prodt ce my cigars, whic 1 wete also much enjoyed; and of 
course we kept holiday all the afternoon, At supper theie 
was another surpise, a Inge buthday cake from the same 
baker, with the msct ption, “T, L, M. D? (Ti lykke med 
dagen, the Norwegiai equivalent for: Wish ng a happy 
bitthday) ‘10 10 94' In the even ig came pineapples, figs, 
and sweets, Many a wo1se birthday might be spent i1 lower 
Jattudes thin 81°, he evening is passmg with all kinds of 
merriment, every one ts in good spits, the saloon 1¢esounds 
with laughter—how many a meiry mecting it has been the 
scene of | 

“But when one has said good night and sits here alone, 
sadness comes; and if one goes 01 deck, there are the stars 
high overhead in the clear sky. In the south 1s a smouldeung 
auio1a arch, which fiom time to t me sends up stieamers; a 
constant restless flickering, 

“We have been talking 2 little about this expedition, 
Sverdiup and I, When we were out on the ice m the 
afternoon he suddenly siid. ‘Yes, neat October you will, 
pethaps, not be on board the Zam,’ To which I had to 
answer that, unless the winter turned out badly, I probably 
should not. But still I cannot believe in this r ghtly myself. 

Lvery night I am at home in my dreams, but when the 
morning bicaks I must aga n, 1ke Ielge, gallop back on the 
pale hoise by the yay of the reddening dawn, not to the joys 
of Valhalla, but to tie 1calm of eleial ice — 

1 or tice alone S grin, 
Of the Seva Mot nla: 


Myst Helge sw on 


Tn the dew of so 10% ? 


“Tiday October rath, A segular storm has been blowing 
from the LSE since yesterday cvenng Last n‘ght the mill 
went to bits; the tecth broke off one of the toothed wheels, 
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which has been considerably won by a year’s use. The 
velocity of the wind was over 40 fect tus moining, and it 1s 
Jong since I have head i blow as it 1s damg this evening 
We inust be making gooc progress north just now Perhaps 
October is not to he such a bid month as I expected fiom 
our expeiences of last yeu. Was out snow shoe’ 1g before 
dnne, ‘The snow was cyhthng about my eas, I had not 
much trowole in getting back, the wnd saw to tiat A 
tienendous snow squall 1s blowiig jist now ‘The moon 
stands low 11 the southern shy, seic ny a dull glow thiongh 
the diving masses. Ore has to hold on to one’s cap ‘This 
isa real d smal pola n git such as o1¢ 11. gines it to oneself 
sitting at home far ayay 11 the south. But it makes me 
cheerful to come on deck, for I feel that we ate moving 
onward. 

“Saturday, October 13th, Same wind to day , velocity up to 
39 fect and h gher but Hansen has taken an obsetvation this 
evenmng im spite of it, Ile ts, as always, a fine, indefatigable 
fellow. We mec gong north-west (81° 32’ 8 N, lat., 118° 28 
¥. long ) 

‘ Sunday, October r4th, Stll the same stor n goingoen I 
am 1eadimg of the continual suffermgs which the earlier Aactic 
explorers had to contend with for every degree, even for every 
minute, of their northward course. It gives me almost a 
feeling of contempt for us, lying hee on sofas, yam and 
comfortable, passing the time revding, and wi tng and 
sinoking, and dieaming while the stam is tugging and 
teatlig at the riggmg above us, and the whole sca 1a ane 
mass of duviog siow, thro.g1 whch we are cartied degree 
by degice notthwards to the goal our predecessors str geled 
towatds, spending the: st ength in van And yct 2. 4a 


‘Now siths the sin, now comes the n'ght ? 


“Mody, Octoser rgth Went snow shoeing eastwards 
this mounting, stell against the same wind and the same snow- 


<= 
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fall, You have to pay careful attention to your comse these 
days, as the ship ¢ not visible ary great distance, and, if you 
did not find you way back, well——-. But the tracks :emain 
pretty distinct, as the snow ciust 15 blown baie in most places, 
and the dufting snow does not fasten upon it We are moving 
noithwards, and meanwhile the Aictic night 1s making its slow 
and majestic entrance The sun was low today; I did not 
see it because of banks of cloud in the south, but it still sent 
it¢ ght up over the pale sky. There the full moon is now 
icigung bathing the great ice plai1 and the dr fting snow in 
us bright hght Ilow a night such as this raiscs ones 
thoughts! It docs not matter if one has seen the hke a 
thousand times before: it makes the same solenin impres- 
sion when it comes 1gain, one cannot free one’s mind from 
its power. It is Lke entermg a stu, holy temple, where the 
split of nature hoveis though the place on glitteung silver 
beams, and the soul must fall down and adore adoie the 
unfinity of the universe. 

“Wednesday, October ryth We aie employed in taking 
deep water temperatures. It is a doubtful pleasure at this 
time of year. Sometimes the water lifter gets coated with 
ice, so that it will not close down below in ths water, and 
has therefore to hang fo. ever so long each time; and son.e 
times it fieezes tight during the observat’on after it is brought 
up, so that the water will not 1un out of it inte the sample 
bottles, not to mention all the bothe there is gettng tie 
apparatus 1cady to lower We are luchy if we do not require 
to tuke the whole tl ug uno the galley every tune tu vhaw it. 
It is slow work, the temperatures have sometimes to be read 
by lantern hight. The water samples aie not so reliable, 
because they freeze in the hfter, But the thing can be done, 
and we must just go on doing it, The same casterly wind is 
blowing, and we aie dufting onwards, Om latitude this 
evening is about 81° 47’ N. 

“Thursday, October 18th. I continue taking ‘he tempera- 
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tu es of the water, ther a cool amusement with the therme- 
meter down to — 79°C (202° T. below zero) and a wind 
blowing. Your fiiges ate apt to get a hittle st f and numb 
when you haye to manrptlate the wet or ce covered metal 
screws with bare haids and have to 1ead off the thermometer 
with a magnifying ghss m order fo ensme accmacy to 
the hundredth pat of a deg ee, and then to bottle the 
samples of wata, which you have to keep close tga’nst 
your breast, to pieveit the water fiom freezing, It 1s a nice 
business 

“There was a lovely aurota borealis at 8 o'clock this 
evening It wound itsef | ke a fery serpe it ina double coil 
acioss the sky. Ihe tal was about ro° above the houvon in 
the north, Theice it tuned off with many windings in an 
castely duection, thea rorud again, aud westwards sn the 
foim of an arch fiom 30° to 40° above the hot'zon, sinc ng 
down agai to the west and 1olling itself up into a ball, fiom 
which several branches spread out over the sky. ‘T'he arches 
were in active motion, while pencils of streameis shot out 
swiftly fiom the west towards the cast, and the whole seipent 
kept incessantly unduliting into fresh curves. Gradually it 
mounted up over the sky neatly to the zen th, while at the 
same t me the uppermost bend o1 arch sepa ated into several 
fainter undulations, the ballin the north east glowed intensely, 
and brilliant streeameis shot upwards to the zenith fiom several 
places in the arches, especally from the b Hl and fiom tle 
bend farthest away in the noth gast. ‘Lhe dlumination was 
now at its highest, the colotr being ptiic’pa y a strong yel ow, 
though at some spots it verged Lowaids a yellowish red, while 
at other places st was a gieenish white, When the upper 
wave ieached the zenith the phenomenon lost somethiig of 
its bulhancy, dispets ng litle by little, leaving merely a funt 
mdication of an auora in the southern sky. On coming up 
again on deck later in the even ng, I found neatly the whole 
of the aumona collected in the southern half of the sky. A 
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low arch, 5° in height, could be seen fr down in the south 
over the dak segment of the horizon. Between this and the 
zenith were four other vague, wavy arches, the topmost of 
which passed r ght acioss it, here and there vivid sticamers 
shot flaming upwards, especially from the undermost atch in 
the south. No arch was to be secn in the northein part of 
the sky only stteamers c\ely here and thee ‘Tonight, as 
usual, there ate traces of au oa to be scen over the whole 
sky; light mists or streamets aie often pla nly visible, and the 
sky seems to be constantly covered with a lu nmous veil,* in 
which every here and there aie dark holes 

There is scaicely any nght, or rather I may safcly say 
there 13 no night, on which no trace of atnoia can be 
discerned as soon as the sky becomes cleat, or even when 
there 18 simply a rift in the cloads laige enough for it to 
be seen; and as a rule we have stiong light phenomena 
dancing in ceaseless unrest over the firmament. They mammly 
appear, however, in the southern part of the sky. 

“Triday, Octobe: roth <A fresh breeze fiom ESD 
Drifting northwards at a good pace Soon we shall probably 
have passed the long looked for 82°, and tiat will not be 
far from 82° 24', when the Zvam will be the vessel that will 
have penetrated farthest to the noth on tus globe. But 
the barometer 1s falling; the wind piobably will not remain 
in that quarter long, but will shift round to the west I only 
hope for this once the barometer may piove a false prophet 
I have become iather sanguine, thngs have been going 
pretty wel. for so long; and Octobe, a month which last 





* Ths him suse! whch was always sprerd ove the shy was less 
tit o1 the £2 name at im nedmtely ove head, bit bevane moe ard 
no € CO Spictous tear the hor zon, though it never actually revched down 
fo it; indec[, in the no th and south it gereialfy term nated in a low 
funtly ovtlened arch over a kind of dar seguent The lum rsity of 
this vel wis so st ong that though it I could never with any certainty 
disti ge sh the Milky Way. 
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year’s caperience had mile me dicad, has been a month of 
matked advance, if only it docsn’t end dadly 

“The wind today, howere, wae to cot a life. The mill, 
which had been icjared after the mishap to the cog wheel 
the other diy, was set go gagan In the afternoon a couple 
of the ptppres bega fig tig over a bone, when one of them 
fell undeineath one of the cog wheels on the ale of the 
mill, and was diagged in >etween it aid the deck — Its poor 
little body nealy mide the whole th ng cone toa standstill , 
and, unfoitunately, no one was on the spot to stop it in ume, 
I heard the noise, and rushed on deck, the puppy had just 
been diawn out newly dead; the whole of its stomach was 
torn open, It gave a faint whine, and was at once put out 
of its misery. Poor little fiolcsome cieature Only a little 
whue ago you vere gambalurg around, crjuyiny an umocent 
iomp with your biothers and sisters, then came the thigh 
bone of a bear tiundling along the deck fiom the galley, 
you and the othcis made a herdlong iush for it, aid now 
there you lic, cruelly laceinted, and dead as a heating. Tate 
is inexorable | 

‘Sunday, October gist. N, lat. 82° o2 ; Ei, Jong 114°9, 
It is late in the evening, and my head 18 bewildered, as if 1 
had been mdulging in a regular debauch, but it was a debauch 
of a very innocent nature, 

“A grand banquct today to celebrate the cighty second 
degree of latitude The observation ge 82° 0 2’ last mght, 
and we have now certanly diifted a little farther noith. 
Honey cakes (ginger bread) wae baked for the occasion, 
first class honey cakes, toc, you may take my woid for it, 
and then, after a iefieshiig snowshoe run, came a festal 
banquet. Notices were stuck up in the saloon requesting 
the guests to be punctual at dinnai time, for the cook had 
exerted himself to the utmost of his power, ‘The following 
deeply felt lines by an anonymous poet also appeared on a 
placaid — 
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* When dizier is purcttal y served ut tle tine 
No feu that the m Ik soup will smely Le prime ; 
Bitcvanhacsparilyu wo 6 9 e ae 
‘Lie fish prdd ng willle on yorr chest a dead we gh ; 
Whnts piese sed in tin cases, the ¢ cin be no doubt, 
Ifyou wat long enongh v1 | force its way ou, 
Liven merit of tie ox of the sheep, o1 of swm3, 
Very dif ue itm ths fiom the juce of the v 1¢ { 
Kan orme and A notr, aod ‘Dic ne, and Herr This 
Cool news lave p eserved, and thcy laste ict amiss , 
So [ll just adda wo d fen ls of wr ung to you: 
Ifyou want t good du ner, co ne at one, Rat at tra. 


The lyre melancholy which here finds utlaance must have 
been the outcome of many bitte: disappointments, and furnishes 
a valuable internal evidence as to the anonymous authov’s 
profession, Meanwhile the guests assembled with tolerable 
punctual ty, the only exception bemg your humble seryant, 
who was obhged ta take some photog.aphs in tae rap.dly 
waning daylight, The menu was splendid; (r) ox tail soup; 
(2) fish pudding with melted butter and potatoes; (3) turtle 
with marrowfat peas, etc, etc ; (4) rice with multer (cloud 
berrics) and ceam. Ciown malt extract, After dinner, 
coffee and honeycakes After supper, which also was 
excellent, there was a cafl for music, which was liberally 
supplicd throughout the whole evening by various accom 
plished performeis on the oigan, among whom Bentzen 
specially d stirguished h mself, h’s late experiences on the 
ice with the cankhandle* having put him in fistiate 
tiaining. Every now and then the music dragged a bit, as 
though it were being hauled up fiom an abyss so ne 1,000 o1 
1,500 fathoms decp; then it woud, quicken and get ue 
lively, as it came neater to the stuface. At last the excitement 
rose to such a pitch, that Petteisen and I had to get up and 
have a dance, a walls, and a polka on two; and we really 
executed some very tasteful pas de dev on the limited floor of 
the saloon, Then Amundsen also was swept nto the mazes 


* Used in hoisting up the lead-lne, 
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of the dance, while the others plycd cuds  Mermhile 
reheshme its were served nthe form of preserved peaches, 
died bananas, figs, ho rey cakes, ete, ele, In st ort, we made 
a joval everng of & aid why should we not? We ac 
p ogress 1g men ly towards ou gol we ac aherdy half way 
between the New $ oetnva Eslands aid Tring Josef Land, and 
thae 1s not a sotl or boud who doubts thit we shat 
accomplish what we crue cut to do, so Tong live meu nent 

& But the cndless sti Iness of the polir night holds 15 sway 
aloft, the moon, half full, sh 1c over the ie, and the stas 
sparkle bulhantly oveilieid, there ae no restless norther 1 
ights, and the south wind sighs mouriuly thio gh the 
iggingy A deep, perceful st Iness prevars everywheig, It as 
the mfintte loveliness of devth Nirvana.” 

“Monday Ortoh» oend It as begin une to be cold now, 
the thernometer was — 346° C. (302° I. below zero) last 
mght, and this eveniig its 36°C (32 8° I. below ze10) 

“A lovely amoia this evening (11.30) A builliant corona 
encicled the zenith with a wicath of sireameis in several 
layers, one outside the other , then lager and smaller sheayes 
of streamers spread over the sky, especially low down towards 
SW. and ESE All of them, however, tended upwards 
towatds the corona, which shone 1 ke a halo. I stood watching 
it along while. Every now and then I could discern 1 dak 
patch in its middle, at the port where all the rays conyeiged. 
Tt lay a little south of the Pole Star, and approached 
Cass‘opeia in the position: then occupied Lut the halo kept 
smouldering ard suift uy, just as if gele in the upper stiaa of 
the atmosphere were play ng the bellows to it, Presently fresh 
streamers shot out of the dulmess outs’de the mer hilo, 
followed by other br ght siafts of I ght ina stl wider circle, 
and meimwhile the dul space in the midde was cleatly 
visible , at other times it was enti cly covered with masses of 
Jght, hen it appearcd as if the storm abated, and the whole 
tuned pale, and glowed with a faint whitish hue for a little 
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while, only to shoot wildly up once more aid to begin the 
same dance over again. Then the entire mass of I pht around 
the corona began to rock to and fro in large waves over the 
zenith and the dark central point, wheicupon the gale secmed 
to increase and whi the steamers into an 1cxtricable tangle, 
till they merged into a luminous vapour, that enycloped the 
corona and drowned it in a deluge of light, so that neither if, 
vor the steamers, nor the dark centie could bz scen nothing, 
m fact, but a chaos of shining mist Again t became paler, 
and I went below. At midn ght there was hardly anything of 
the aurora to be scen 

“Thiday, October 26th, Yesterday evening ve were in 82° 3 
N lat. To day the Aram is two yens old. The sky has been 
overcast during the last two days, and it has been so dak at 
midday that I thonght we should soon have to stop nar snow 
shoe expeditions But this moinng biought us clear, still 
weather, and I went out on a dehghtful trp to the westward, 
where there had been a good deal of fiesh packing, but 
nothing of any importance In honour of the occasion we 
had a particularly good dnner, with fied halibut turtle, 
poik chops with haicot beans and green peas, plum pudding 
(real bun ng plum pudding for the first time) with custard 
sauce, and wound up with strawbernes, As usual, the 
beverages consisted of wine (that 1s to say, lime juice, with 
water and sugar) and Ciown malt eastract I fear there was 
a general overtaxing of the digestive appiratus, After dinner, 
coffee and honey cakes, with which Nordah) stood cigarettes, 
General holiday > 

“This evcning it has begun to blow fiom the north, but 
probably this dees not mean much; I must hope so, at all 
events, and tiust that we shall soon get a south wind again 
But itis not the mild zephyr we yearn for, not the breith of 
the blushng dawn No, a cold, bitng south wind, roar ng 
with all the force of the Polar Sea, so that the Fram, the 
two year old Aram, may be buried in the snowstorm and all 
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around he be bit vicek og foot it 5 th’s we are wa ting for, 
ths that will di ft us ornards to ou goal, To day, they, 
tran, tha tat two years old. Isanl withe dnnei tible that 
ayer ago we were unww Mets In bel ev ng tiat the an 
ws agoodsirp, weld nuer bettar g ocnds for that belief 
to day, for cafe y and uncly she is catryl ig us onwards, even 
toe soecd be not evcessive ; ind so we diank the Jam's good 
heatiaid good prog ess LE dd not say too much. Had I 
sadalthat wis n ny heat, my words would not have beer 
so measuicd , for to say tle tuth, we all of us deuly love the 
ship, as much as it is poss ble to love ary rnperso rl th ng, 
And why showld we not love her? No mother em gine her 
youig more wumth and safe y under her wings thar she 
affords to us She is indeed hke a home to 1s We all 
rejoice to ictiin to her fiem ort o1 the cy plas, and wher 
I rave beer fu away and have seen her masts using over the 
everlasting mante of snow, how ofte: has my heat glowed 
with wimth towards her, To the bu lder of this home 
grateful thoughts often travel during the sull nights. Te, I 
feel ceria n, sits yonder at rome often thinking of us; but he 
knows not where his tiot ght can seck the “am in the great 
white fact arouid the Pole But he knows his child, and 
though all else lose faith in her, he will believe that she 
will hold out Yes, Cola Archei, could you sce us now, 
you would know that your daith 11 het is not misplaced 

“TJ am sittmg alone in my berth, and my thoughts glide 
back over the two years thut have passed What demon is it 
that weaves tac Jeadg 0° our Ives, that makes vs dece ve 
outsclves, and ever sends us foith on paths we have not 
owsclyes |ad out, prths on which we have no desire to 
walk? Was it a mere fcehig of duty that spelled mo? 
Oh, no I was simply vch ld yearn ng for a gieat adventuice 
out in the unknown, who 1ad diea ned of it so long that at 
last I bel eved it really anatted me; and it has, indeed, fulen 
to my lot, the great adventure of the ice, deep aid pure 
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as infimty, the silent, stalit polar n ght, nature itself in ts 
profind ty, the mystery of hfs, the censeless cnclng of the 
universe, the feast of death, without suffersig, without regret, 
eternal m itself. fete in the great night thou-standest in all 
thy naked pett ness, face to face with natire, and thou sittest 
devoutly at the feet of eternity, intently listening, and thou 
Knowest God the alliuling the centre of tie universe Al 
the riddles of | fe seem to giow clear to thee and thou laughest 
at thysclf that thou couldst be consumed by brood’ ng it 18 all so 
little, so unutterably little =... Whoso sces Jehovah dies,’ 
“Sunday, November qth At noon I had gone out on a 
snow shoe expedition, and had taken some of the dogs with 
me Presently [not ced that those (iat hid been Ieft behind 
at the ship begin to bare Those with me pricked up then 
cars, and scve al of them started off back, with ‘Usenka’ at 
thetrhead Most of them soon stopped, listening and looking 
behind them to see if I were following 1 wondered for a 
little while whether 1t could be a bear, and then contmued on 
my way, but at Iength I could s and it no Icnger, and set off 
homewards, with the dogs dash’ng wildly on in fiont, On 
approaching the sh’p I saw some of the me1 setting off with 
guns ; they were Sverdrup, Johansen, Mogstad, and Hennksen. 
They had got a good start of me in the direc ion in which the 
dogs weie barking before J, too, got hold of a gun and set off 
after them. All at once I say through the darkness the flash 
of a vollcy fiom those in fiont, followed by a 1other shot, then 
seveial more, until wt last it sounded like regu w platoon firing 
Wht the dcuce could it be? ‘“Lhey were standing on the 
same spot, and kept firing imeessantly Why on cath did 
they not advance nearea? I hurried on, th dking tt was high 
time I came up wth my snow shoes to follow the game, which 
must cvidently be in full fight Meanwhile they advanced a 
little, and then there was another flash to be seen through the 
darkness, and so they went on two or thice times. One of 
the number at last dashed forward over tre ice and fired 
22 
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straight dow iin ftont of hin, whic another knelt down and 
fued towards the ewt, Were they trying ther puns? But 
strely if was a stiange t ne for dong so, and ticie were sa 
many shots Meanw Ie the dogs tore around ove Lie ice, 
nid gathecd in ctmps, bak'ng fuiously, At length TI 
osciiook them, and sw thiec bears scattered over the ice, 
a she xu and two cubs, while the dogs lay over them, 
wotry ig them lee mad aid tearing away at paws, throat, 
and tail, Ulenka especittly wat beside herself. She hid 
gupped one of the cubs by the throat, and worried it like 
a mad thing, so that at was difficult to get her away. The 
beas had gone very leisuicly away fiom the dogs, which 
daed not cgme to suffieently close quarters to use then 
teeti tll the old sie beu had been wounded and had fallen 
down ‘he 22.5, .\dved, had sc ed in a very svsp.c.ous 
manner, It seemed just as if the she beat had some deep 
design, some evil mtent, in iet mind, if she could only have 
luted the dogs neat ciough to her Suddenly she halted, 
Jet the cubs go on 12 fiont, sniffed a httle, and then cme 
back Lo mcet the dogs who at the same tune, as if at a word 
of command, al ttined tail, aid set off towards the west. It 
was Lien that the fist siot was fired, and the old bear toltered 
and fell headlong, when immediately some of the dogs set to 
and tackled her, One of the cubs then got its quictus, w ule 
the other one was fired at and made off over the ice, with t tec 
dogs after it, ‘They soon oycitook it and palled it dow, so 
that when Mogstad cine up he was obl ged first of ul’ to get 
the dogs off before he cold venture wo shoo Ik was a 
gorious slaughter, and by no means unwelcome, for we iid 
thal very day eaten the last iemains of om last bei in the 
shape of meat cakes foi dinner, The two cubs made lovely 
Chiistmas pork, 

“Tn all piobabil ty these were the same beus whose tracks 
we had seen before Sverdrup and I had followed on the 
tracks of thiee such antmals on the last day of October, and 
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had lost them to N.N.W of the ship Apparenty they had 
come fiom that quartet now.} 

“When they wanted to shoot, Peter’s gun, as usual, would not 
go off, it had agai been dienched with vaseline, and he kept 
culing out’ ‘Shoot! shoot ! Mine won't go off? Aferwards, on 
exam n ng the gun I had taken with n e to the fray, I found thee 
were no caitridges init A nice account I should have given 
of mysell had I co ne on the bears alone with that weapon 

‘ Monday November 5th As I was sitting at work last 
night I heard a dog on the deck howling fearfully 1 sprang 
up and found tt was one of the puppies, that had touched an 
non bolt with its tongue and was frozen fast to it. There the 
poor beast was, st a ning to get fee with is tongue stretched 
out so far that 1t looked like a thin rope proceeding out of its 
throat ; and it was howhng piteo.sly Bentzer, whose watch 
it was, had come up, but scaicely knew what todo. He took 
hold of it, however, by the neck, and held it close to the 
bolt, so that its tongue was less extended, Afler having 
wat tied the bolt somewhat with his hand, he managed to 
get the tongue free. ‘Ihe poor 1 ttle puppy seemed overjoyed 
at its release, and, to show its gratitude, licked Bentzen’s 
hand with its bloody tongue, and seemed as if it could not 
be grateful cnough to its deliverer It 1s to be hoped that 
i. will be sone time before this puppy, at any tate gets fast 
again in this way, but such things happen every now and then, 

“Sunday, November rith, I am pursuing my studies as 
usual ‘day afte, day; and they lme me, too deeper and 
deeper into vic msoluble mystery gnat }es benind all these 
ingtnics Nay why keep revolvn g in this fimtless ciicle 
of thought? etter go out into the winter mght. The 
moon 18 up, great and yellow and placid; the stars are 
twinkling overhead though the drifting snowdust .. 
Why not rock yourself into a whter night’s dicam, filled 
with memories of summer? 

“Ugh, no! The wind is howhng too shi Ily oyer the 
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baiten ice plains, there are 33 degices of cold, and summa, 
with Ls flowers, is far, fr way To would g ve a yor of ny 
]fe to hold then m my enhiace; they loom far away in the 
dslance, as if I should never come back to them, 

© But the noithein I ghis, with ther etetnally shifting love 
liness, flame over the heivens each day and each night. 
Took at them, dink oblv’on and diink hope fiom them 
they are even as the aspning soul of man, Restless as it, 
they will wicathe the whole yult of heaven with their glitter 
ing, flecting I ght, suipassing all clse in then wild lovel ness, 
fairer than even the blush of dawn, out whitling idly through 
empty space, they bear no message of a coming day, The 
sailor steers lus couse by astae Could you but concentrate 
youselyes, you, too, oh, noithern lights, m ght lend your md 
to guide the widercd wander, Bur dance on, and let me 
enjoy you; suictch a bridgs acioss the gulf between the 
present and the tme to cone, and let me dream fa, far 
ahead mto the future, 

“Oh, thou mysterious radiance, what at thou, and whence 
comest thou? Yet why ask? Is it not enough to admire 
thy beauty and pause theie? Can we at best get beyond the 
outwaid show of things? What would i profit even if we 
could say that tis an electic discharge o1 cunents of elec 
tricity through the upper reg’ons of the au and were able to 
describe in minutest deta 1 hew it all came to be? It would 
be mere words, We know no mote what an electric cinent 
really is than what the amo orcals is. [lappy is the 
child .... We, with all ot: vews aid theoues, are not 
m the last analysis a hain s bicadta nearer the tuth than it 

“Tucsday, November 13th, ‘Thennometer — 38° C 
(~364°T.) The ice is packing im several quarters dumg 
the day, and the roar is p etty loud, now that the we has 
become colder It can be head fiom afar 1 strange roar, 
which would sound uncanny to any one who did not know 
what it was 


Second Autumn in the Ice, 343 


A delightful snow shoe run in the hight of the full moon 
Ts life a vale of tears? Is it such a deplotable fate to dash off 
like the wind, with all the dogs sk'py mg aiound one, over the 
boundless expanse of ce through a night 1 ke this im the fiesh, 
crackling fiost, while the snow shoes glide over the smooth 
surface, so that you scaicely know you are touching the earth 
and the stars hang Ingh in the blue vault above? This is 
more, mdeed, than one has any right to expect of life; it is 
a fany tale fiom another world, fron a life to come 

“ And then to return home to one’s cosy study cabin, kindle 
the stove, hght the lamp, fill a pspe, stictch onesclf on the sofa, 
and send dicams out into the world with the cutling clouds of 
smoke—is that a dive inflict‘on? ‘Lhus T catch myself sitting 
staring at the fire for hours together, dreaming myself away 
a useful way of employing the time, But at least it makes it 
shp unnoticed by, until the dreams are swept away in an ice 
blast of reality, and I sit here in the midst of desolation, and 
nervously set to work again.” 

“Wednesday, Novembe: r4th Ilow marvellous ae these 
snow shoe ius through this silent natuic! The icc fields 
stretch all around bathed in the silyet moonlight; here and 
there daik, cold shadows project fion the hummocks, whose 
sides famtly reflect the twihght Far far out a dark line 
marks the howzon, formed by the packed up ice, over it a 
shimmer of silvery vapour and above all the boundless deep 
blue, stay sky, where the full moon suls thiotgh the ethe 
But in the south is a fa nt glimmer of day low down of a dark, 
glowing 16d hue, and h ghcr up a clear yellow and pale gieen 
mach, that loses itself in the blue abose ‘The whole melts 
mto a pue harmony, onc and mdeseuoable. At times one 
longs to be able to tiarslate such scenes into music, What 
m ghty chords one would 1equire to i ieipret them 

“Silent, oh, so sicnt You can h2ar the vibrations of your 
own neives I scem as if I were ghding over and over these 
plains into infimte space, Is this not an image of what is to 
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come? Vtemity wid perce ve here = Nuvana must be cold 
anl vighe as sach avet ast nib Whi «re all on 
reseaich and understiid ng in the nidst of thy af aity? 

“Judiy, November 16th 1 the forenoon I went ort 
wila Syaiditp on suow shoe: in the moonl ght, ard we talked 
sciiotsly of tie prospects of om ditt ad of the proposed 
esped ion noithwrds over the ice in the sprig, In the 
evenng we went 1ito the mitten more theroigaly in his 
cibn. I stated my yews, in which he enti cly co 1¢"ded. 
I have of late been meditat ig a g cat deal on what 15 the 
proper course to pursue, stpposng the drift docs not take 
15 so fu north by the mouth of March as I had anticipated 
Thut the mote I think of it, the more fimly am T persuaded 
that itis the thiig to do Tor af it be aight to set oul at 
85°, it must d¢ no css right to set out a 82° or 83°, 
In ether case we should perct te mto moe northerly 
regions than we should otheiwise reach, and this becomes all 
the more desnable if the 2am heiself does not get so fur 
noith as we had hoped If we cannot actually reach tie 
Pole, why, we must turn back before reaching it, The mati 
consideration, as I must constantly repeat, 19 nol Lo 1¢1ch that 
exact mathematical point, bit to explore the Unk own parts of 
the Polar Sea, whether these be near to ot moe 1cmote from 
the Pole. I said this before setting out, and I must keep t 
conunually in mind = Certunly there aie many 1 npoita tt 
obse vations to be made on board dung the father ditt 
of the ship, many which I would deatly hie to cwy on 
myself, but al the moire mportant of these w It be nde 
equally well here, even thoi gh two of om number leave the 
ship; and there can scaicely be any dot bt that the observa 
lio 1s we shall make faithe: north will not many t ues outwe gh 
fin va ue those 1 could have mide dui ng the rei ider of the 
time on board, So far, ther, ¢ &s absolutely desivabh. that we 
set out, 

* Then comes the quest on What is the best time to stut? 
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That the spting, Match at the latest, 1s the only season for such 
a venture, there can be no doubt at all But shallit be next 
spiag? Suppose, at the worst, we have rot advanced farthe 
than to 83° N lat. and r1o° E long , then something might 
be said for waiting tall the sping of 1896; but I cannot but 
think that we should thus im all probability let slip the 
plopitious moment, The drifting could not be so wearing y 
slow but that after anothc: year had elapsed we should be 
far beyond the point from which the sledge expedit on ought 
to set out, If I measure the distance we have dufted fiom 
November of Jast year with the compasses and mak off the 
same distance ahead, by next November we should be north 
of Tiana Josef Land, and a hittle beyond it, It 18 conceivable, 
of course, that we were no farther advanced in Tebiuary, 1896, 
either, but it is mote likely from all I can nake ott, that the 
daift will increase rather than diminish as w2 woik westwaids, 
and consequently m Tebruary, 1896, we should have got too 
far; while, even if one could imag ne a better startimg point 
than that which the Jam will probably offe us by March rst, 
1898, it will, at all events, be a possible one It must 
consequently be the safest plan wo¢ fo wait for another spring, 
“Such then are the prospects before us of pushing through 

The distance fiom this proposed staiting por xt to Cape Tl gely, 
which 1s the neatest known land, I set down at about 370 muiles,* 
cousequently not much more than the distance we covered in 
Greenland, and that would be easy work enough over this ice, 
even if it did become soniewhat bad towards land If once a 
coast is reached, any reasonable bging can surely manage to 
subsist by huntiig, whether large or small game, wheticr 
bears or sandhappers Thus we can always make for Cape 
Lgely or Petermann’s Land, which Ites north of it, if our 
situation becomes untenable The distance will, of course, 





* There must be an crror here, as the distance to Cape Tl gely from 
the po it proposed 83°N lit, and tro® UC long, 1s quite 46o miles, 
Thad probab y taken the fongituc e as 100° instead of 110° 
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be inercased the father we advance notlhwards, bul at no 
point whatever between here aid the Pole is it greater thar 
we can and will manage, with the help of our dogs, ‘A hine 
of retreat’ is therefore secured, thot gh there are those doubt 
less who hold that a barren coast, where you must first sciaoe 
your food togetha before you can cat it, ts a poor retreat for 
hungry men; but that 1s teally an advantage, for such a 
reieit would not be too alluuing. A wretched invention, 
forsoath, for people who wish to push on, 1s a ‘hne of 
ietieat,’ an eveilasting inducement to look belund, when they 
should havc enough to do in looking ahead 

“But now for the erped tion ilsclf It will consist of 28 
dogs, two men, and 2,100 Ibs of provisions and equ'pments, 
The distance to the Pole fom 83°18 483 miles Is it too 
much to calculate that we vay be able to accomplish that 
distance in go days? I do not of comse know what the 
staying powers of the dogs may be; but that, with two men 
to help, they should be able to do 9} miles a day with 7g lbs 
cach for the first few days, sounds sufficiently reasonable, even 
if they are not very good ones. ‘This, then, can scarcely be 
called a wild calculation, always, of cottse supposing the ice 
to be as it 19 heie, and there is no reason why it should not 
be. Tt, indeed, steadily improves the farticr north we get, 
and it also umproves with the approach of spring, In go days, 
then, we should reach the Pole (in 65 days we went 345 miles 
over the inland sce of Greenland at an elevation of more thay 
8,000 feet without dogs and with defective provisions, and 
could certainly have gone coas.demb.y farher) In go days 
we shall have consumed a pound of pemmican a day for etch 
dog,* that is 1,400 Ibs altogether; and 2 Ibs of ptov’sions 
for each man daily is 200135. As some fuel also will have 
been consumed duing this time, the freigit on the sledges 





* During the actual expedition the dogs lad to be content wit a 
much smalle: daily rat‘on, on a2 aveiage scweely morc { 0219 01 10 
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will have diminished to less than sos Ibs, but a buiden | ke 
this is nothing for 28 dogs to diaw, so that they ought to 
go ahead like a gale of wind during tic latter part of the 
time, and thus do it in less than the 50 days ILowever, 
ct us suppose that it takes this tme If all has gone 
well, we shall now dnect our couse for the Seven Islands, 
north of Spizbergen That is 9° or 620 miles, But if 
we are not in firstiate condition it will be safer to make for 
Cape Tlgely o the land to the noith of it Let us suppose 
we decide on this route We sect out fiom the Zam on 
Mach rst (if circumstances are favowable, we should start 
sooner), and therefore arrive at the Pole April 3oth, We 
shall have about 500 lbs, of our prcyisions left, enough for 
another 50 days ; but we can spare none for the dogs, We 
must, therefore, begin killmg some of them, either for food 
for the others or for ourselves, giving our provisions to them 
Even if my figures are somewhat too low, I may assume that 
by the time twenty thiee dogs have been killed we shall have 
tiavelled 41 days, and still have five dogs left How far south 
shall we have advanced in this time? ‘The weight of baggage 
was, to begin wath, less than 500 Ibs, that is to siy less than 
18 lbs, for cach dog to draw = After 41 days this will at least 
have been icduced to 280 Ibs, (by the consumption of pro 
visions and fuel and by dispensing with sundry articles of ou 
cquipment, such as sleeping bags, tent etc, etc, which will 
have become supetfluous) There remain, then g6 Ibs. for 
each of the five dogs, if we draw nothing oursclyes ; and 
“should it be desiiable, our equioment m ght be still futhea 
dimmished, With a burden of fiom 18 to 56 Ibs apiece (the 
latter would only be towards the end), the dogs would on an 
average be able to do 13% miles a day, cyen if the snow surface 
should become somewhat more difficult That is to say we 
shall have gone 565 mules to the south orwe shall be 18} miles 
pist Cape Tl gely, on June rst, with five dogs and nine days’ 
provisions left, But it is probable, in the fust place, that 
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we chill long before this h ve rewhed land, aad, secondly, 
soerly as he fs hteef Ayal the Astros fornd oped 
water by Cape F1jcly and abund ince of bi ds Consequently 
m May aid Je xe we should bave no difficulty as regards food, 
not to ment’on thatit would be strange indeed if we had not 
befe e that time met with a ben, or a scal, or some stray buds 

© Laat we siovld now be p ctly safe I consider as ceita n 
aad we cain choose whichever route we please’ either along 
the no th west cowt of Vians Josef Land by Gill's and 
towa ds Noth Last Island aid Spitebergen (and should 
cheumstances p ove favou able, th’s would dee dedly be my 
chotcc), 01 we can go sovth t rough Aust it Sound towa ds 
the south coast of Liane Josef Land, and thence to Novaya 
Zerlya ot Spitzberger, the litter by preference, We may, 
of cottac, fird Engi shmen on Trai Josct Lane’, but wat 
we must not reckon on, 

“ otch, then, 16 ny calet lation Ifaye I made it recklessly ? 
No, I thik not. ‘Lhe only d (ict lly would be if din ng the 
latter part of the jowncy, in May, we should find the surface 
like that we had here last spr ng, al the end of May and should 
be co siderably delayed by it But this would only be towards 
the very end of our time, and at worst it could not be entnely 
impassable Bes des, st woukl be suaige if we cot d not 
manage to averige mr} mies a day din ng the whole of the 
journey, with an ayciage load for cach dog of fiom go to 
40 Ibs —it would not be mcie, Towever, if our calet at ors 
should prove faulty, we cin always, as aforesud, tin Ty kal 
any moment i 

“ What unforeseen obstachs may confront us? 

x, The ice may be moie i npract cab.c than was supposed 

“g We may 1ieet witi aad, 

“3 ‘Lhe dogs may fa] us, myy sicker, ot freeze to deith. 

“4. We oursclves may suffer fiom scurvy 

“and 2. That the tee ray be mote impr tcticable fint er 
noith 1s ceitainly poss bk, bit hardly probable. I can see no 
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reason why it should be, unless we have unknown lands to 
the north, But should this be so—very well, we must take 
what chance we find, The ice can scarcely be altogether 
impassable, ven Markham was able to advance with his 
scurvy-smi(ten people. And the coasts of this land may 
possibly be advantageous for an advance; it simply depends 
on their direction and extent It s difficult to say anything 
beforehand, except that J thnk the dept. of water we have 
here and the duft of the ice sender at improbable thal we can 
have land of any extent at all close at hand In any case 
there must, somewhere or other, be a passage for the ice, and 
at the worst we can follow that passage 

“3. There is always a possibilty that the dogs may fail us 
but, as may be scen, I have not laid out any scheme of exces- 
sive work for them, And, even if one or two of them should 
prove failures, that could not be the case wth all. With the 
food they haye hitherto had, they have got th ough the winte. 
and the cold without mistap, and the food they will get on 
the joriney will be better. In my calculations, moreover, I 
have taken no account of what we shal} dhaw cuselyes And, 
even supposing all the dogs to fail us, we coull manage to get 
along by ourselves pretty well, 

“4 The worst event would undeniably be that we ourselves 
should be attacked by scurvy ; and, notwithstanding our excel- 
lent health, such a contingency 1s quite conceivable when 1t 1s 
borne in mind how in the Engl sh North Pole Eapedition all 
the men, with the exccption of the officers, suffered from scurvy 
when the spring and the sledge journeys began, although as 
long as they were on board sup they had not the remotest 
suspicion that anything of the kind was lying in watt for 
tiem, As far, however, as we are concerned, I consider this 
contingency very remote, In the first place, the Dnglwsh 
Expedition was remakably unfortunate, and hadly any 
others can show a sim Jai experience, although they may 
have undertaken sledge journeys of equal length—for example, 
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M‘Chintock’s, Duiing the cticat of the Jeannette pmty, so 
fat as 15 known, no one wis attacked with scurvy. Pea y 
and Asttup did not suffi fiom scuvy either, Moreover, 
our supply of provisons hi been move carefully selected, 
and offers greater vaticly than has been the case in foimet 
expeditions, not one of which has enjoyed such perfect health 
as ours I scarcely think, the efoie, that we should take wita 
us from the “ram any geims of scurvy, and as icgairds the 
provisions for the sledge journey itself, I have taken care that 
they shall consist of good all round, nutritious articles of food, 
so that I can scarcely be! eve that they would be the means of 
deycloping an attack of ths discase. Of course, one must run 
some risk; but in my opinion all possible precaut ons haye 
been taken, and, when that is done, 1t 1s ones duty to go ahead. 
“There 1s yct another qvestion that must be taken into 
consideaiation Tlave I the 1 ght to deprive the ship and 
those who 1emain behind of the 1esotices such an expedi 
tion entails? The fact that there wll be two men Icss 1s of 
lie importance, for the Zram can be handled quite as well 
with eleven men, A moie important point is that we saall 
have to take with us all the dogs except the seven puppies; 
but they are amply supplied with sledge provisions and fitst- 
class sledge equipments on board,*nnd it is inconceivable that 
in crse anything happened to the 47am they should be unable 
to 1cach T'ranz Josef Land on Spitzbergen. It is scarcely likely 
chat, in case they had to abandon hei, it would be further 
noith than 85°; probably not even so fai noth, But suppose 
they were obliged to abandon her at 85°, it would proba oly 
be about noith of Tiana Josef Land, when they would be 
2o7 miles fiom Cape Dligcly, or if finther to the east i 
would be some 276 miles fiom the Seven Islaids, and it is 
haid to believe that they cculd not manage a distance Ihe 
that with our equipments, Now, as befoic, I am of opinoy 
that the J¢am will in all probability daft right across the 
polar basin and out on the cther side without be 1g stopped, 
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and without being destioyed ; but even if any aceident shor 
occur, I do not see why the crew should not be able to make 
thei: way home im safety, provided due measutes of precaution 
are observed, Consequently, I tink there 1s fo reason why 
a sledge expedition should not leave the Jram; and I feel 
that as 3t promises such good results it ought certa nly to be 
attempted.” 
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CHAPTER I 
Wr Propark tor in Srepen Uxerpi1i0n, 


Wuo aie to be the two members of the expedition? Sveidiu) 
and I bave Lested cach othe: befoie al this sort of work, ard 
we could nanage very well; but we cannot both leave the 
Fram, that is perfectly clear without futher a gument One 
of us must remain beh nd to tke on hunself tie respo isth lity 
of bungiig the others home 11 safely, but it s eqrally clea 
tat one of us two must conduct the sledge exped tor, +5 ‘L 
1s, we who have the necessary exper ence Sve citp has a 
preat desne to go, but I cannot thnrk allenwise mn tha 
tice 18 mote ask im leav'yw the Jaw thay in renvatre 
on hoard het Consequently, if I were to kt hn go, t 
hould be transfering to him the more daigoo s tasg wh 
keep ng the easier one to myself. If he pcushed, shor tt 
I ever he able to fo g ve myself for lettiyg um go, cver 

s was ae hs own dese? He $s rane ycars elem they 
ans; T should certainly fect it to be a very wicomforin + 
responsiblity = And as repauds om cones, whioal 5 
youd it be most to then interest lo kup or howd? 
think they have confidence in both of us, ad Tt ree tie 
of us would be able to take then home im .afcty, whetly 

with or without the 27am, But the ship is hus especial 
ciuge, while on me rests the conduct of the whole, and 

VOL R 
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especally of the scientific investigations; so that I ought 
ta onde take the task on which inpo tant dsraveiies are 
to be made. Tose who remain with the shtp will be able, 
as aforesaid, to caity on the obseivatons which aie to he 
made on boad. It is my duty, therefore, to go, wd hs 
{o1emamn behind He, too, thinks this icasonable, 

T have chosen Johaiscn to be my companion and he 
is im all respects well qualificd for that work, He is an 
accompl shed siow shoei, aid few can equil his powe s of 
endurance —a fine felow, | yocuy and nentally. I have 
not jet asked him, but th nk of domg sv soon, 12 older that 
he my be pepared bet mes. Llessing and IIansen also 
wold cetta ly be al cage ness to acconpany me, but 
Varsen must senun behind to take charse of the observa 
Lars, rid 2 ess ig eginatd> 2 as pos as dactor, Seve.al 
of the others, 00, wot d dy q ne ye , ant worll, T doubt 
hot, oe wiliig er0ux1 

‘his expedition to the north, hen, 1s provisionally decided 
on I shall see what the winter will bimg us, Light per 
mutt ng, I should prefer to start 11 Talcary 

‘Sunday, November 18th Jt seems as if I could not 
properly realise the idet that Tam teally to set out, and 
that 11 thee mooths tme Somet mes I delude myset 
with charm ng dreams of my 1etuin home after toil and 
victory, and then all is cleat and brght Then these are 
succeeded by thoughts of the uncertainty and deceptiveness 
of the future and what may be lurk ng in it, and my dieams 
fade away hike the northgrn lights pale and colourless. / 


f 
«Tae naht euch wieder, schwanke ide Gestalten’? . 


“Ugh! These everlasting cold fts of doubt Befoe 
every decis ve resolution tie dice of death must be thrown 
Ts there too much tu vent 1¢, and too httle to gan? There 
i, moe to be ga'ncd, at a} everts, then toere is hue. Then 
iy it not my duty? Bes des, there 1s only ore to whom I am 
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resporsibe, aidshe .. 0.6? Tchall eome buck, PR owl 
Tlhave seung.eb cies gh for he asc, te art Filtre 
death, aid thou shalt 1tcrt the « own of ce? 

We are oddly constiucted wach nes AL ow m cat 
bic Ittiou, at the estalldary . . Lode y owritel «, 
ott scence, Ubour fheoer tne Coen seen bt one fal 
Vhiistuion, nol wotr te ppe of tore, tomo ow we 
tuow otrsclyes hent do sot iito tee very teu cy 
corrred wt aber got ot to aloo cvetyt yori 
oursclyes, longig to «py of fesh pits, art drett ¢ 
npatently al ovr may ty to solve the prob em fily ad 
compleicy. ‘Then dows we src cgin on dott at tio 
worthless 1095 of it al 

“tAsagianof dust im the bt ree is the whole world, as 
a diop of nom ng dew that falls on tne grow dd? an bos 
two souls, which tien 1s the 1 ght one? 

“Tt ¢ nothing new to st flet fon the fact that om k iowledge 
can be but fia,mentuy, that we cia never fithon what Ics 
Dbornd Bul st ppose, now, that we could recko 1 tl ott, that 
the 1 »nat comb of tal aye cha ad plertrisa a 
meecalllice sum, shoud we be any the happer? Pas bly 
pooltworese we Lh tnolivties gpk ty Cia. owe ye 
that Lapprrese com sty? Larivey iar, Go octe ty 
the cordit ors of bippiness aie mic, 

“Trot me fill a soothing pipe and be haopy 

“No, tig ppe is not a ateceuss  ‘Twst tobieco as not 
dVeore crctysi for ary cans, Tebaege ace. Oh 
one bad ical Mavannat e 

“TLm as ildssats autora lo, ry stltr re were vot te 
vely basis of Ife, Wethoit privaton ti co wotd be no 
sutpye, aid without stigyc notte t this ts ce dun as 
that two and two make feo And now the st pele 15 to 
beg n, it 1» loommg yondu in tie nuilh Oh! to d x& 
debylit of batte, 11 low deep datgiy Bathe mea. 
hfe, and bch nd it sietory bee cons us on, 

Be 
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“T close my eyes. I heai a voice sing ng to met 


¢T 1a nongst the fragrant buch, 
In amongst the tloweis perfume, 
Dee into the pmewood s church 

‘Monday, November 19th Confounded affectation all 
th’s Weltscamerz, you have no night to be anything but 
a happy man. And if you feel out of spitits, it ought to 
cheer you up simply to go on deck and Jook at these seven 
pupptes that come frisking and spunging about you, aid aie 
ready to tear you to pieces m sheet enjoyment of lfe L’fe 19 
sunsh ne to them, though the sun has long since gone, and 
they live on deck beneath a tent, so that they cannot even see 
the stars ‘There is ‘ Kvik,’ the mother of the family, among 
them, looking so plump and contented as she wags her tail, 
Have you not as much reason to be happy as they? Yet they 
too have their misfortunes The afternoon of the day before 
yesterday as I was sitting at wok I heard the mil going 
round and round, and Peter tak ng food to the puppies} whic 1 
as usual had a bit of a fight over the meat pan; aad tt struce 
me that the axle of the mull, wh rliig unguarded on the deck, 
was an extremely dangerous affair for them, Ten minutes 
later I heard a dog howling, a more Jong diawn, uncomfortable 
kind of how! than was usual when they were fight ng, and at 
the same moment the mull slowed down I rushed out, 
‘Lhete I saw a puppy night in the axle, whirling round with 
it and howling piteously, so that it cut one to the sovl 
Bentzen was hanging on to the brike rope, hauling at t wita 
all hs mght and man, gut st ll the ml went round My 
fi st idea was to seize an axe tiat was lymg tieie to pit tie 
cog ott of its misery, its ctes were so heatrendng; Int 
01 second thoughts I hurned on to hep Bentzen, and we 
got the mill stopped At the same moment Mogstad aso 
came up, and while we held the ml he managed to sct the 
puppy free Apparently there was still some life in it, aid he 
set to work to rub it gently and coax it. The hair of its coat 
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had somehow on other got fiozeno to the smoot! steel ax ¢ 
aid the poor beast had deer sweng round and bumped on tie 
deck 1 every revolution of the wheel At dastat acter yin sed 
its head, and looked touid in adwed wiy It hac maid a 
good many revolutions, so that itis no wonde if it found >> 10 
d ficulty 11 getting its bea agsat frst. Thea it rca ie t 
on its fore paws, and I took Laft tothe bi deck iid st ohed 
aad patted it Soon it golor all four legs agua, vid eg ta 
sham) 1g about, witout kiow ag whe o itwis go Mg 

¢Ttis a good ting it was cught by tichea,’ std Buateed 
‘ZT thought it was hang ng fast by ats tongue, ay the other 01 
did’ Oaly think of berg fiaed by the torte to vievolyii, 
axle—the mere notion makes one shudder I took the poor 
thing down into the saloon and did all I could for t It soc) 
got all nght agata, and begat. play.cg wth .ts comparioas 39 
before. A strange Itfe, to rummage about on deck in the 
daik and cold, but whenever one goes up wth a lantein they 
come teaung round, stare at the I ght, and begin bourdiy 
and dane ng and garibolliig wth each other round at, 1 se 
children rou id a Christmas tee, Tis goes on day after dy, 
and they haye never seen anything else but ths deck witia 
tarpaulin over it, not ever the elear blue sky; aid we mer 
have never scen ny thing othe: than this cathy f 

“The last step over the bridye of resoltt on has new ben 
taken Ti the forenoon I expluned the whole riitter to 
Johansen in pretty much the «ine teris iw TL have i cd 
above, and the: I expatiated on the di fict tes that m Lit 
occur, aid Lud strong emphasis On, Lig Capers Ore MUS 
prepared to encourter. It was a serious matter a natter of 
hfe or death——this one must not corceal from onesef He 
must think the ting well over before determ ning wacther he 
would accompany me o1 not. If he wag w Ihing to come I 
should be glad to have him with me ; but I would rither, I 
said, he should take a day o1 two to think it well over before 
he gave me his answer, He did not need any time for reflec. 
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tion be said, he was quite willing to go. Sverdrup had long 
ago mentioned the possibility of such an expedition, and he 
had thought st well ove, and made up his mind that if my 
cno ce should fall on hm he would take it asa gicu frye Lo 
be permitted to accompany me. ‘I don’t know whether you | 
be sausCed with this answer, or whether you would like me 
still to think it over, but I should certai dy never change my 
mnd? ‘No, sf you have alreacy thought sevously about it-- 
thought what risks you expose yourself to the chance for 
instance, that neither of us may ever see the face of man again-* 
~—and if you have reflected that even if we get through safe 
and sound we must necessarily face a great deal of hardship 
on arexpedit on lke this af yet have made up your mind to 
all this I don’t insist 01 yom 1efecting any longer about st.’ 
‘Yes, that I have’ ‘Well, the’, that is settled. To moirow 
we shall begi1 our prepaiat ons for the tup. TIanscn must 
see about appoi iting anothe: meteorological assistant,’ ” 
“Tuesday, November zoth, This evening I del yeted an 
adchess to the whoe sh p’s colipany in which I announced 
the determimation that had been unived at, and explancd to 
then the projected expedition Tirst of afl I buefy went 
throngh the whole theory of our undertaking and us history 
fiom the beginning, laying st cfs on the idea on which my 
plans had been built up, name y that a vessel which got fiozen 
in north of $ ber a must dnft acros the Polar Sca and out 
into the Atlantic, and must pass .omewhere o1 of re) north of 
Franz Josef Land, and between it and tie Pole ‘Pie object 
of the expedition was fo accamplsh ty. d ft acrwa € 
unknown sea and to pwsue inve.t’gat‘ow thee — T pointed 
out to them that these invest gations would be of equal import. 
ance whether the expedition actualy passed amos the Poo 
itself or at some distance fiom it Judg ng fiom oti exper 
ences hitheito, we could not ec rtertan any doubt that the 
expedition would solve the problem it had set before it; 
everything had up to the presant gore accoid’ng to our 
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antic patois, nd twas to be hoped art ony ted Catt y 
would contmue tobe the ease for the renry ider of tu 
voyage We bad, tacieute, every p osypect of eos ploh vs 
the princ pal pat of our task, but then tie queston a ow 
whether wore could not be tecon pl shed, and te enpon T 
proceeded to cxy lain, 11 much the sane tans as fT we ured 
above, how this might be ef ected oy an esoec Ho vithwid . 

“ Thad the impressiod tial cve yore wis deez ly rite csted 
mn the p oyected expedition, ind tat they dl the ft tonal 
desirable that should be alte apled ‘Loe ge ulcslobject 9, 
Think trey wou d have ged as rath c they oon es ced, 
would have been that they the uselyves coull wd tike prt a 
1 Timpressed an them, however, thatwh @ ib wag vaqecs 
tionably a fine ty 1g to push 7 as fu as po sible towa ds the 
north, it was no wht less honou wile an widartik ag to b ae 
the Zam safe and sound 1g it t1 ougy the Loar dey, and ort 
on the otha side on if not the iam, at all events tiemsels¢« 
without any loss of life ‘Tus done, we might say ¥ thout fat 
of contradiction, that iL was well done I thin they all suv 
the force of this and were sat sficd. So now the de 15 cast 
and I must acl eve that this expedt o1 wll really take plaice ¢ 

So we sct about our prepu wt 31 for itm dowtt gt cane t 
LT have alteady mentioned that at ie endo the st vier Thad 
begun to make a kayak for a single may, tie f une of whey 
was of bamboo careful y lished togctier Te was 1 thet slow 
work, and Look several weeks, butt tu ned ott ootk Iyzht ane 
strong When completed tie fitne wore werthal 16 1s 
It was véterwaids coyercd with 4c clath hy Syverd op and 
Blessing, whe i the whole hoat we peed go los A tet fin’) 
tits, I had entiasted Mogstid wer tre tisk of bu tding 1 
similar one, Johanser aid [ now set to wore to make a 
cover for it “Liese hiyacs were 370 met es (12 fet) lors, 
about o'7 metic (28 inche ) wide 1 the m Idle, vid one was 
go cenums (r2 inches) and the other 38 centums (15 mehes) 
deep This 1s considerably shotter and wider than a1 odinay 
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Uskimo kayak, and consequently these boats weic not so light 
to propel though the water But as they weic chiefly inte wed 
fo crossing over channels and open spices in the ice, and 
coasting along possible land, speed was not of much 1 190 t 
ance. The great tung was that the boats should 2¢ st ¢ 14 
and light and should be able to cary, in additio1 to ounsclye , 
provisions and equipments for a considerable t ne Ifwe vul 
made them longer and nanow 1, besides be 1 hewie tury 
would have been more expostd to injury im the cou se of 
tiansport over the uneven ice As they wee built, they 
proved admnably adapted for oir purpose = When we Joided 
them with care, we could stow away in them provisions aid 
equipment for three months at least for ourselves, besides 
a good deal of food for the dogs; and we could, morcove , 
carly a dog or two on the deck In other respects they were 
essentially like the Eskimo kayrks, full decked, save for an 
aperture in the middle for a man to sit in This aperttie was 
encircled by a wooden iing, after the Eskimo fashion, over 
which we could shp the lowe, pait of ou sealskin jackets, 
specially adjusted for this purpose, so that the junction between 
boat and cape was watertight When these jackets wee 
diawn tight .ound the wrists and face the sea might sweep 
night over us without a drop of water coming into the kayak. 
We had to provide ourselves with such boats in case of having 
to cross open stretches of sea on our way to Syitzbeigen, on, if 
we chose the other route, between Tianz Josef Land and 
Novaya Zemlya Besides this apeiture m the middle, there 
were small tiap doors fore and alt in the deck to enable us to 
put our hands in and stow, the provisions, and also get things 
out more ieadily, without having to take out all the ficight 
through the middle apeiture, in case what we wanted lay at 
either extemily. These trap doors, however, could be closcd 
so as to be quite watert ght ‘To make the canvas quite 
impervious to water the best plin would have been to have 
sized it, and then painted it exteinally witi ord nary 0 pint; 
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but on the one hand it was very dM ult to do the wort n 
the extreme cold (n tie hold the tmp: iiie wh 20 
( 43 )), aad oa the oba hiw Tw eat tthe pro 
might render tie canvas too bud aad br tle and ayt fo bic 
holes knocked mit do ring Bansal over the ce, herefore 
I prefered to sleep it 112 mx c of pun and tally, 
which added somevhet to the we gat of t © kaytks, 50 t at 
a together they cue to wey, rabott 36 fos yp ece 

I had, moseover, some brad skedyes made espe Wy fy 
ths expedition; they woe stpple and sttoayy des sued to 
withstand the severe tests to whch an espeditiod with cos 
and heavy ficig its over tre uneven ad flac wor de nccessa ly 
expose them. Two of these sledg»» wee noout the save 
length as the kayiks that is, 12 fect I also imide seve al 
experiments with respect to the clothes we should we, and 
was especially anatuus tu ascertain whetner it would do ta go 
in our thick wolfskin gaiments, but always came to tic cor 
clusion that they were too waim ‘Thus, 01 Novertber agt 
I wittes “Took anothu walk noithwa ts in my wolfshi 
dress, but it m still too mid — 352° ( 376°C) 2 
sweated like a horse, though I went fast ng, and g te gently 
It 1s rather heavy going now j1 the duk, when one can rot vse 
snow shoes, I wonder wher it will be cc d cnotgh to use Cus 
diess” 

On December oth again, we weit out on srow shocs. “It 
wis — 40°C ( qv8 1) Wert in wolf hadi bt te 
perspnation pou ed down our ok, ex ph to tyr a anil, 
lov wam yel, goodness knows 9 at evar wil be cod 
enough.’ . 

Ot coutse, we mide some ex cil nents with the tant and 
with the cooking appartas On Decembcr gith Cowie: 1 
pitched the silk tent we are gony to take, and uscd our 
cooking appatatus in it Liom repeated trials it appemed 
that from ice of — 35° © (— 31° 1) we boiled 3 hitres of 
water (54 puts), and at the same time melted 5 I tes 
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(82 pints), m an hour and a half, with a consumption of 
about 120 grammes of snowflake pelo cum Next day we 
boiled 2} htres of watui (over q pints), and melted 2)1 0s, 
in one hom, wth roo grammes of snowllake pevolcum 
Yesterday we made about 2 hres of excellent oat neu 
porridge, and at the same time got some half me ted ice 
ard a lttle water m httle over halfan how, with 50 grammes 
of snowflake petiole.m, Thus there wil be no very g cal 
qoensumption of fuel in the day ” 

‘hen I made all k nds of calculat ons and computat 015 
in order to find out what would be the most advantagcots 
knd of piovs ons for our expedition, it being of the greatest 
moment that the food both for dogs and men should be 
mtr tious, and yet should not wegh mote than was abso 
lutely necessaiy. Latct on, in the list of our equipments, T 
sall g ve tne flial resuit of my del ‘ciatiois on tm» Mauer, 
Besides all this we hid of comse to cons der and test the 
instiuments to be taken with us, and to go mlo many other 
matters, which, thotgh perhaps t ifles im the nselves, were 
yet absolitely necessary. It 1s on the felicitous combinat on 
of all these trifles that ultumate success depends, 

We too passed the gieater portion of our time in these 
prepatations, which also kept many of the others pietty busy 
durmg the winter. Mogstad, for instance, found steady em- 
ployment in making sledges and fitting them with runners, etc, 
Sverdrup busied himself in macng sleeping bags aid many 
other things, Juell was appointed dog tailor, and when he 
wigs not busy in the galley, his time was devoted to taking 
the measurements of tic ¢ogs, making hainess for them and 
testing it, Blessing, too, fitted up for us a snall, I git 
medicine chest, contaming selected diugs, bandages and 
such other things as might be of use. One man was con- 
stantly employed in copying out all ow journals and scientific 
observations, etc., etc, on thn papet, in a contracted foim, 
as I wanted, by way of making doubly sure of their preserva- 
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ton, to tnke a copy of them alog wth ie fo rerwi 


oceup cd.11 prepa ng Libulu forms neces: y for our ob ert 
tions cuives of the moyemeit of out cl ioromele 6 and ota 
such things. Bes des this, he was to make a complete ¢ wit 
of our voyage and diiftng up to the present t ne. 

I could not, howeve, mike too ge oa cin cn ha 
varie tme, a it wis neces vy tah evo ¢ coil a € 
hg seuntfie obveryuiois weoorl tt sor 1 oye ths 
4 tu ithe hid g evthy riciea ed th. conte t of 1a word, by 
build ng aon, wirjJoh t+ cn rn obey tory Lots ow, st 
unlike an Eskinocisn, Heforwd ime vey iter uds 
ese nit, wth 2 pelroletm timp hag yg ou the rol, tie 
hght of wh ch, bemg te lected by the white snow walls, made 
quite an | ant show. Ifete he could min pulvte his insti. 
ments quictly aid comforlibly, wid stuubed oy the bt ag wond 
outside, Ile thought cu te warm there, to, wer he could 
get the temperate up to somethiig I ce 20° be ow Ff eesirge 
point, so that he was aole witout mucr inconvenence to 
adjust hs cisttuments with bare haids Here ]e worked 
away ndefatigably at his observitons diy ‘tice day wateh ng 
1) @ often mystenous move nents of the mag whe need e, which 
would sometimes g ve hin 10 e1d of tousle, One day t 
was November e4th he cane 1 to «tipper a little af er 
6 o'clock, quite alumed, and sid, “Lhue as jlat been 4 
siagular vichiaton of the necde to 24°, and renar salily 
enoug) its no the 1 exue rly po ted to Weeut Tecanit 
zcmember ever raving head of itch ai imehnuio.? Te 
alo hid several ofre $s of aoonl 15% AL the same tine 
troug1 tas oper ng oe Wes obs fyato y Te notaad tat t 
wis ceusualy ight oct cf doors, aid ¢ at not only the sh p 
but the ice in the distywe wis punty y sible ara it bad 
been fill moonhght. No anrona, howeve , could be d seerncd 
though the th +k cloud that covered toe sky. Jt would 
appear, then, that thie t wusual incl ton was in some way 
connected with the northern lights, Liongh it was to the east 
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and not to the west as usual = There could be no question of 
ay movement of the floe on which we were lying ; for every- 
thing had been perfectly st! and quiet, and 1 1s inconceivable 
that a disturbance which could cause sich a remukable 
oscillation of two points and back again 12 so short a space of 
time should not have been noticed and heard on board. This 
theory, therefore, is entuely excluded, and the whole mattcr 
seems to me for the present, to be incomprehens be 
Blessing and I at once weit on deck to look al the sky, 
Certainly 1t was so light that we could see the lanes in the ice 
astern quite plamly, but there was nothing remukable in 
that it happened often enough 

“Friday, November zoth I found a bear’s track on the 
ice in fiont of our bow ‘Ile bear had come fiom the east, 
trotting very gently along the lane, on the newly frozen ice, 
but he must have been scaed by something o1 other ahead of 
the vessel, as he had gone off agam with long stuides in the 
direction fiom which he had come Stange that lying 
creatures should be roaming about in this desert. What can 
they have to do here? If only one had such a stomach, one 
could at least staid a journey to the Pole and back without a 
meal We shall probably have him back again soon, that 1s if 
T undeistand his nature aright, and then pethaps he will come 
a little closer so that we may have a good look at him,* 

“T paced the Jane in front of the port bow, It was 348 
paces across, and maimtained the same width for a consider. 
able distance eastward, nor can it be much narrower for a 
gieat distance to the west. Now, when one hens in m.nd 
that the lane behind us 1s also of considerable width, it fs 
rather consoling, after all, tc think that the ice does permit 
of such large openings, There must be room enough to 
drift, of we only get wind—wind which will never come. On 
the whole, November has been an uncommonly wretched 





* He did not return after all, 
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month, Driven back instead of forward- and yet this month 
was so good last year, But 0 1¢ can never rcly on the sensond 
in this dicadful sea; takimg ul in all, per taps, the writer wil 
not be a bit better than the summer, Yet its tey me t 
improve I cannot believe otherw se 

"The skies ato clouded with a tick vel, thiouga which 
the stars buely ghsten It is da ker than ustaly and in ths 
eternal mgit we dift about lorcly aid fo succn Tor tie 
whole wold wis filled wth ash ning } git ard und stuirbed 
acuvity Above those men aone Jrooded noight bot 
depressing might an image of that glcon woich was socn 
to swallow them up’ 

“This dark, deep, silent void is hike the mystei ous wr 
fathomable well, into wich you look for that somethirg 
which you think must be there, only to meet the reflection 
of your own cyes Ugh! the woinat thoughts you can 
never got 1d of, become in the cid very wea some conpany, 
Is there no means of flce ng fio n onese f, to g Isp one single 
thought, only a single one, wich |es outsile oneself 19 
there no way except death? But death is ce ta 1, one day 
i will come, silent aid majestic, it w t oper N tvaia's m ghty 
portal, and we shall be swept away mto the ser of cte ity” 

* Sunday, December and, Sverdrup fas now been itt 
for some days, during the last day o two he has ocen 14 | 
up in hs beith and 15 still ticie I trust at as noth Us 
scious, he himself thnks iothng of t, nevertheless it 1g 
very disquicting Poor fellow, he hves eitiely on oitmei 
giuel It 1s an atest nal catarrh, which he prohahy con 
t acted through catching cold on the ie I am afaid he 
has been ritier careless in this respect Tlowever, he is 
now umproving, so Liat provably it will soon piss cif, bt 
118 a warning ot to be overconfident I went fora loiz 
wilk this moiming aloig the lane; it 1s quite a large one, 
eatending a good way to the east ind berg of cons deable 
breadth at some points. It s only after wale ng fora whie 
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on the newly fiozen ice, where walking is as easy and comfort. 
able as on a wellirodden path, and then coming up to toc 
snow ove cd au fut uf chic Gad vce agin, that one theorgh y 
appreciates for the first t ne what 2 means to go without 
sow shoes, the d faerie 18 somcth 1g ma velous yen if 
LTlwe not felt wa m before, I break out to a paspna ton 
atu gong asho tdstance ove the ragivice Bitwhate a 
one do? One cannot ure st ow shoes j its 60 dark that ita 
diltteult enough to grope 0106 wry about wt1 ord nuty buots 
and even then one stumbles a Jout, ot sl ps down between greit 
blocks of ice 

“Tam now readiig the vat ous English stories of the po u 
expeditions dui ng the Tiaisin penod, and the search for 
him, and I must admit Tam fi ed with admuation for these 
men and the a nount of labom ticy expended. The English 
natioi, tialy, has cavse to pe proud of tnem I remember 
readiig these stones 1 1 Jad, and all my boyish fancies 
were strangely thii fed with long 1% for the s*e ie y and the 
scenes whici we e@ displayed before me Tan ac td ag them 
now as a man, after hav ng hid a httle expencnce my elf, 
and now, when my miid s uni fluenced by romasce, | bow 
in adnnaton ‘There was pul ii men lice Party, | rank) n, 
James Ross, Richardson and ast, but not least, in M‘C ntock 

and, indeed, in all the rest. How well was then equipmict t 
thought out and arranged, with the means they had at then 
disposal. Truly, there 1s noth ng new wader the sui Most 
of what I pr ded myself upon and what I thought to be new, 
I find they had anticipated M'Clintock used tie 91 ne thiag 
foity years ago. It was not their fault that they wue bom im 
a counity where the use of snow shoes ts unknow 1, aid wi ure 
snow 1s scaicely to be for iad tnotghout the whole winta 
Nevertheless, despte the fact t at they bad to gain il t 
expeuience of snow and snow t avel duung thei soon ip 
here—despite the fact t at they were without snow shoo tid 
had to toil on as best they coud with sedges with navew 
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rumneis over uneven snow covered di flice whit dstaree 
cid they not cover, what fatigees and tal, did ticy no 
enduic No ore ‘1s stipase, arlocacey rye re ap 
proached them, unless, pc haos, hie Re saw arte Stock 
Coast, bul thertiey have the g cat advauita @ olor ve ve 
of 1 county where now ys et comme d 

“VM hy, Drenba rtr VYeltedy we Wil eg t 
ferivity m hono of tie eam ity wo wil 
Nee allancd Ooo hpret aloe (ae dy be wyes ay 
we reached $2° 30 Nib) 

“the bil of fue at divwi wo bo cd miecec, wil 
parsley butter «uce; 900 ¢ cutels and ca bh ycas, No 
ween wild s avbencs with ree and mv, Crowi met 
entiict; aflerwuds cofce. Tor stpper New beul a 
cunai cake ele, ete, Later ii tic evening af, aid concert 
Sweets and pc erved pras were handed rourad = ‘Th* cl 
mnt ig pont of the erte tame wt we reiched when a 
s caming hot and fiag ant bowl! of el way pinch was can td 
in and seiyed rouid among geical ha ty, Ore sp ts 
were aicady very hgh, bul ths give colom to tic wh e 
proceed ngs, ‘The gicatest p vlc ty most of hon was 
where the mg ediens fo the pun-y and mere pr cs uy 
the alcohol, had co ne fio n.4 

“Ther followed the towts — Tust, a tor, und fst ve one to 
“The £ram,’ which had now show1 whit 6 e wis caprole of 
It ran somewhat to this effect: ‘Ibuc we many % se 1en 
who shook then heads wher we stutcd aid seat ws ani’ ious 
farewell gicetings. But tier hoidghikings woud bave deo 
less v gorous, and then evi foreboding n der, fF they corld 
have sce1 us at this moment, dufung quietly and at our case 
acioss the most northerly latitude ever it ined by any ves, 
and still futher noithwad, Ais the évam is now not only 
the most northerly vess tor the gk be, but haral + bh pecscd 





* We had used for this purpose our pte ¢rype-t part 
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over a large expanse of h therto unknown reg ons, many 
degrees further north thin hive ever been rerched im this 
ocean on this side of the Pole. But we hope she will not 
stop here , concerled behind the mrt of the futue there are 
many f&iumphs in store for us, Mumphs which wil dawn upon 
ts one by one when their t ne has come, But we will not 
speak of this now, we will be conte rt with what has actually 
been achieved; and I Leleve that the promise imp] ed in 
Byornsons greet ng to vs and to the Zram when she was 
Juunched has al eady been fulfilled, and wth him we can 
exclaim —~ 


© Thurrth for the ship and her voy ge dreid 1 
Where never bcfne a seed his sped, 
Where never bc fore a name was spoken, 
By Norwvy s name ts the s lence broke 1 


‘We could not help a peculiar feel ng, almost akin to 
shame, when comparing the toil and privation, and frequently 
meted ble sufferixgs, undergone by om prec ecessors i1 cailicr 
expeditions, with the casy manner in which we are ditfling 
across tiknown expanses of our globe, lager than it has 
been the lot of most, ifno all of the former polar cxplorers 
to travel over at a stretch. Yes truly, I think we have every 
reason to be satished with our yoyage so fa, and with the 
Fram, and I trust we shall be able to bring someth ng hack to 
Norway in return for the trust, the sympathy and the money 
which she has expended on us But let us not on th, 
account forget our predecessors ; Iet us admue them for the 
way in which they stiugg’ed and endwed, let us remem er 
that it 1s only through their Inbours and ach crements that the 
way has been prepaied for he p esent voytge Tt 1s thaak, o 
their collective experience, that mank nd bis now gt eo fu ae 
to be able to cope, to sone extent, wti what his h the to 
been his most dangerous and obstinate enemy in the Arctic 
regions, viz, the @i/tre, and to do so by the \wy 6m le 
expedient of going w th it, and not aga ist af, an! al ening 
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oneself to be hemmed in by it, not involuntirily but 1 ite ao 1 
ally, and preparing for st beforehand. On board this vessel 
we try to cull the fruits of all our predecessors’ experienc cs; 
it has taken yerrs to collect them ; but I felt that with these I 
shucld be crated to face ary vy ciss tue of fate in unknewp 
waters I think we have been fortunate. I thiik we are nl 
of the opimon that there 1s no imagi able d fliculty or obstacle 
before us that we ought not to be able to overcome with tie 
means and resomces we possess on o1td and be thus erabled 
to return at last to Norway safe and sour d, w (1 aie harvest 
Therefore let us dt‘nk abimpe tothe an /? 

 Noxt there followed some musical ttens anda perfor r- 
auce by Lais the smith, who danced a fas seve? to the grervt 
amusement of the company. Lars assured us that if he ever 
reached home again and were prese it at a gathering similar to 
those held at Christiania and Bergen on our deprrture, lus 
legs should be taxed to their uttermost. ‘This was followed by 
a toast to tose at home who were watng for us year aftey 
year, not knowing where to picttne us in thought, who were 
vainly yearning for tidings of us, but whose fa th in us and 
our voyage was still firm to those wi0 consented to ott 
depatme and who may well be sad to have made the greatest 
sacrifice, 

“The festiv ty cont nued with misic and merriment through. 
out the evening, and our good humour was certainly not spoilt 
when our excellent doctor came forwarl with ¢ gay, a com. 
modity which 1s gettiag Jughly valued up here, as ufo tunately 
it is becoming very scarce. ‘Uhe ogly cloud in our eatstence 
is that Sverdrup has not yet qu le recovered fiom hs catarrh 
He must keep strict det, and this docs not at all suit him, 
poor fellow; he 1s only allowed whea.en bicad, milk, raw 
bear’s flesh, and oatmeal porridge, whereas if he had is own 
way he would eat everyth ng, including cake, preserves, and 
fruit, But he has returned to duty now, and has already been 
out for a tuin on the ice. 

voL ¢ 
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“ Tt was late at night when I retiied to my cabin but I was 
not yet in a fit mood to go to sleep. I felt I must go out and 
saunter m the wonderful moonhght Around the moon thae 
was, as usual, a Jarge ing and above it thete was an atc 
which just touched it at the upper edge, but the two ends of 
which curved downwards ii stead of upwards. It looked as if 
it were part of a circle whose centre was situated far below the 
moon, At the lower edge of the 1ing there was a laige mock 
moon ot rather a large luminous patch, which was most pro 
nounced at the upper pait where it touched the ing, and had 
a yellow upper edge from which it spread downwards in the 
form of a trangle, It looked as if it might be an arc of a 
cucle on the lower side of, and in contact with the ting, 
Roght across the moon there were drifting several Juminous 
oy his steaks Tae whole produced a fantastic effect! 

“Saturday, December 22nd The sa ne south easterly wind 
has turned nto a regular s orm, howl ng and rattling checily 
tirough the 1gging, and we are doubtless drifting noth 
wards at a good rate. IfI go outside the tent on deck the 
wind whistles 1ound my eas, and the snow beats into my 
face, and I am soon covered with it Fiom the snow hut 
observatory o1 even at a lesser distance, the Zam 13 invisible, 
and it 1s almost impossil)¢ to keep ones eyes open, owing 
to the bhnding snow. I wonder whether we have not passed 
83°? But I am aftaid ths joy will not be a lasting one, the 
barometer has fallen alarmingly, and the wind has generally 
been up to 13 or 14 metres (44 or 50 feet) per second. 
About half past twelye Isat nght the vessel suddenly recuiyel 
a strong pressure, iattlng everything on hod, I could 
feel the yibration under me for a long time afterwards while 
lying in my berth, Finaly I could hear the roar ng and 
grating caused by the ice pressure, 1 told the watch to } sten 
carefully, and ascertain where the pressure was, and to notice 
whether the floe on wh ch we were lying was likely to crack, 
and whether any pit of our equipment was in danger, He 


We Piepaie for the Sledge Lapedit on 19 


thought he could hear the noise of ice presse both forwud 
and aft, but it was not easy to distingu sh it fiom the row 
of the tempest in the rigging, Today about r2 jo at noon 
the Jram rece'ved another violent shock, even sbonger thin 
that we had expeuenced duiing the mght, ‘There was another 
shake a little later; I suppose there has been a presse 
aft, but coud hear nothing for the storm It 1s odd about 
this pressure ; one would think that ihe wind was the primary 
cause; but it recprs pretty regi larly, notwithstanding the 
fact that the spring tide has not yet set inj indeed, when 
it commenced a few days ago it was almost a netptde, In 
addition to the pressure of yesterday and last n ght, we had 
pressure on Thursday moining at half past nine, and agun 
at half past eleven, It was so strong tlat Peter, who was at 
the sounding-hole, jumped up repeatedly, thinking that the 
ice would binst tnderneath him Tt 19 very singular, we 
have been quiet for so long now that we feel almost nervous 
when the Jam receives these shocks; everything seems to 
tremble as if m a violent earthquake ” 

“Sunday, December a3rd. Wind still unchanged, and 
blowing equally fiesh, up to 13 01 14 metres (44 or 47 fect). 
The snow is dnfting and sweeping so thit nothing can 90 
distmgushed ; the darkness 15 intense. Abaft on the deck, 
thee are deep mounds of snow lying 1ound the wheel ind 
the rails, so that wien we go up on deck we get a genuine 
sample of an Arctic winter ‘The outlock is enot gh to make 
you shudder, and feel g ateful that mstrad of having to tun 
out m such weather, you may dive back agam iito the tent, 
and down the compamonway .fto you warm bec; out 
soon, no doubt, Johansen and I wilt have to face it out, day 
and night, even im such weatier ag ths, whether we like it 
ornot, This morning, Pettersen who has had chage of the 
dogs this week, came down lo the saloon and asked whether 
someone would come out with him on the ice with a rifle, 7 
he was sure there wag a bear, Peter wd I went, but we 

ca 
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could not find anythng. The dogs left off bark ng when we 
aurived on the scene, and commenced to play with each other 
But Pettersen was1 ght in saying that it was ‘hotid weather’ 
it was almost e1ough to take away one’s brews to face tne 
wind, and the drift ng snow forced sts way into the mouth and 
nostrils T1€ vessel could not be d stinguished beyond a few 
paces, so that it was not adv sable to go any distance away 
from her, and it was very difficull to walk, for what with snow- 
drifts and ice mounds at one moment you stumbled against 
the fiozen edge of a snow drifi, at another you tumbled into 
a hole It was pitch-daik all round The baromcter had 
been falling stead ly and 1apidly, but at last it has comme reed 
torse shghtly It now registers about 726 mm (28 6 inches), 
The thermometer, as usua, is describing the imverse cuive, 
In the afternoon it rose stead ly until it registered == -21°3° C, 
(—6°T.), Now it appears to be falling again a little, but the 
wind still keeps exactly in the same quarter. It has surely 
shifted us by now a good way to the north, well beyond the 
83rd degree It 1s quite pleasant to hear the wind whistling 
and rattling in the mgging cveshead = Alas we know that all 
terrestrial bliss 1s shoot hved 

“About midmght the mate, who has the watch, comes 
down and reports that the ice has cracked just beyond the 
thermometer house, between it and the sounding hole, This 
is the same crack that we had in the summer, and it has now 
burst open again, and probably the whole floe m which ye 
are lying is spht from the lane ahezd to the lane astern of us, 
‘The thermograph and other instruments are being brought on 
board, so that we may run ffo risk of los ng them in the event 
of pressme of ice. But otherwise there 1s scarcely anything 
that could be endangered The sounding apparatus 1s at 
some distance from the open channel, on the other side The 
only thing left there is the shears with the tron block standing 
over the hole.” 

« Thursday, December 27th. Christmas has come round 
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again, and we ate still so far fom lome ow dis nil it ul 
is! Nevertheless I am not melancholy Tmagit rather oy 
I am glad; I feel as if await ng something geal which lies 
hidden in the futme, After long hours of uncetanty Tew 
now discein the end of this duk nght; Ihave no doubt a 

will turn out successfully, that the voyige 16 not in vain and 
the time not wasted, and that ou hopes wil be realsed, Ad 
eaploter’s lot 18 perhaps, hard and hs 1} fe full of d sappo nt 
ments, as they all say; but it 15 also fll of beautiful mome us 
moments when he beholds the tun) hs of hum faith aid 
human wall, when he catches s ght of the iayen of suceess and 
peace, 

“Tam ina singular frame of muna just now, na state of 
sheer umest I have not felt inclined fo writing duimg the 
last few days, thoughts come and go, and caity me nresistibly 
ahead, J can scarcely make myself oat, but who can fa.aon 
the depths of the humar mind? ‘The biain 1 a puzzling 
piece of mechanism ‘We are such stuff as dreams are made 
of” Isitso? Lalmost believe it—a mic ocosm of eleinitys 
infinite ‘ stuff that dreams are made of,’ 

“ This 1s the second Chnistmas sper t far away m Lie solitude 
of nght, in the realm of death fa ther noth and deeper inty 
the midst of it than any one has been before ‘Lhere is scar. 
thing strange 11 the feeling; and then ths, too, 15 our last 
Christmas on board the Zram, It mikes o1¢ almost sad to 
think of 1t The vessel is }ke a second home and has 
become dear to us  Pethaps our comadcs may spund 
another Christmas here, possibly ecvcral without us who wll 
go forth fiom them into the midst of rie solide, ‘Tins 
Christmas passed off quietly and pleasartly, and everyore 
seems to be well content. By no meas the leet etcim 
stance that added to our cnjoyntent was that the wid Dror at 
us the 831d degiee as a Chintmas box Our luce was Uy 
time, mote lasting than I had anuespated; the wind conan wd 
fresh on Monday and Tnesday, but little by little it lulled 
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down and veered :ound to the north and north east. Yester- 
day and to day it has been in the north ee we must 


put up with 1t; one cannot help having a httlecontiay wind 
at times, and probably it will not last long \ 

‘Christmas Eve was, of course, celebiated with sis yusting. 
‘The table presented a truly imposing anay of Chris 5.24 fou 
fectionery ‘ ‘Poor mans’ pastry, ‘Staghoin’ pastly, endy YW" 
cakes, macaroons, ‘Sister’ cake, and what not, besides svonds, 
and the like; many may have fared worse ‘ Moicover, Blessing 
and I had worked dung the day in the sweat of our brow 
and produced a ‘Pola: Campagne 83rd Degice,’ which made 
a sensation, and which we two, at least, beheved we had every 
reason to be proud of, being a product derived fiom the noble 
grape of the pola regions, viz, the cloudbeny (wu/fer) ‘The 
others scemed to enjoy tt, too, and, of comse many toasts 
wae diunk im this noble beverage Quantities of illustiated 
books were then brought forth, there was music, and stories, 
and songs, and general menment, 

“On Christmas Day, of couse, we had a special dinner, 
After dinner coffee and cuiagao made here on boad, and 
Nordahl then came forward with Russian cigarettes, At night 
a bowl of cloudberry punch was served out, which did not 
seem by any means unwe come Mogstad played the violin, 
and Pettersen was electnfed thereby to such a degree that he 
sang and danced to us. He really exhibits considerable talent 
as a comedian, and has a decided bent towards the ballet, It 
1s astonishing what versatility he displays; engmecr, black- 
smith, tinsmith, cook, maste: of ceremonies, comedian, dance, 
and, last of all, he has come out in the capacity of a fitst class 
babe: and han diesser There was a giand ‘ball’ at mght; 
Mogstad had to play till the peispnation poured from him; 
Hansen and I had to fgire as ladies, Pettersen was inde. 
fatigable. We farthfully and solemnly vowed that if he has a 
pair of boots to his feet when he gets home he will dance as 
long as the soles hold toge her, 
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“ Day after day, as we progressed with a rattling wind, fist 
from § E, and later on DS.L, and E., we fell moie anxiors to 
kaow how far we had got but thee had always hen a siow 
storm or a cloudy sky, so that we could not make any abserya- 
tions. We weie all confident that we must have got a lony 
way up north, but how far beyoid the 83id degice no one 
could tell Suddenly Hansen was called or dick this after 
noon by the news that the stars we ¢ vistole overhead. All 
were on the tip toe of expectation But when he came dow. 
he had only observed one stu, which, however, was so neat 
the mendian that he could cakultie that, uw any 1ue, we wee 
north of 83° 20’ N, lat, and this communicatio 1 wis rece ved 
with shouts of joy. If we were not yet» the most northerly 
latitude ever reached by man, we were, at all events, not far 
from 1, ‘Lhis was moie than we had ex ected, aid we were 
in high spints, Yesterday, bemy ‘the Second Chustmas Day,’ 
of course, both on this account and because it was Juell’s 
birthday, we had a special dinner, with oxtail soup, pork 
cutlets, red whortleberry preserve, cauliflowers, frieanden, 
potatoes, preserved cuirants, also pastry and a wonderful 
iced almond cake, with the words ‘Glaedel g Jul’ (A Meiry 
Christmas) on st, fiom Hansen, baker, Coustiama, and then 
malt extiact We cannot complain tiat we aie fa ing bad y 
here About 4 o'clock this moming the vessel received a 
violent shock which made everything ucmble, bat no noise of 
ice-packing w1s to be heard = At about half past five I head, 
at intervals, the crackling and crunching of the pac cice whica 
was suiging in the land ahead. At n ght aunt noises were 
also heatd ; otherwise the 1¢e was quict, ad the cack on the 
part side has closed up t'ght agua.” 

“Yriday, December 28th, I went ont in the morning to 
have a look at the clack on the port site, which has now 
widened out so as to form an open Jane, OF course, all the 
dogs followed me, and I had not got far when 1 saw a dark 
form disappear, This was ‘Pan,’ who tolcd down the high 
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steep edge of the ice and fell into the water. In vain he 
struggled to get out again; all mound him thee was nothing 
but snow suish whch afforded no foot hold. I could scarcely 
hear a sound of him, only just a fait whining noi and then 
T leant down over the edge in order to get near him, but it was 
too high, and I very nearly went after him head firgt, afl that 
I could get hold of was loose fragments of ice and\lumps of 
snow. I called for a seal hook, but before 1t was brotyght to 
me ‘Pan?’ had scrambled out hunself, and was nag 
fro on the floe with all his ght to keep himself warm, * 
followed by the other dogs, who loud y buked and gambolled 
about with him, as though they wished to demonstrate then 
joy at his rescue When he fell in they all rushed forward, 
looking at me and whining , they evidently felt soury for him 
and wished me to help him They said nothing, but just ran 
up and down along me edge unnl he got our At anotner 
‘moment, perhaps, they may all unite in tearing him to pieces ; 
such 1s canine and human nature, ‘Pan’ was allowed to dry 
himself in the saloon all the afternoon. 

“A little before half past nie to night the vessel ieceived 
a tremendous shock I went out, but no noise of ice packing 
could be heard. However, the wind howled so im the ugging 
that 1t was not easy to distiiguish any other sound At half- 
past ten another shock followed ; later on, from time to time, 
vibrations were felt in the vessel, and towards half past eleven 
the shocks became stronger. It was clear that the ice was 
packing at some place or other about us, and I was just on 
the point of going out when Mogstad came to announce that 
there was a very ugly pressufe-tidge ahead, We went out with 
lanterns Tifty-stx paces from the bow there extended a per 
pendicular ridge stretching along the course of the Jane, and 
thele was a ternble pressure gomg on at the moment It 
roared and crunched and ciackled all along; then it abated 
a little and recuned at intervals, as though in a regular 
thythm ; finally it passed over into a continuous roar, It 
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seemed to be mostly newly-fiozen ice fiom the channels 
which had formed this udge; but there were also some 
pondetous blocks of ice to be seen amoig it. Il pressed 
slowly but suely forwaid towards the vessel; the ice had 
given way before it to a consideiarle distnice and was st ll 
being bone down hittle by little, The floe around us his 
cracked, so that the block of ice im which the vessel ts 
embedded 1s smaller than it was I should not ! ce to hay. 
that pressure ridge céme in ight under the nose of the Fram, 
as it might s00n do some damage. Although there ts ha dly 
any prospect of ifs getting so far, nevertl cless I lave given 
orders to the watch to keep a sharp look out and if it comes 
very near, or if the ice should crack under us he 15 to call 
me. Probably the pressure will soon abate, as it has now 
kept up for several hours. At ths moment (12.45 am) tac c 
have just been some violent shocks, and above the howhng of 
the wind in the ugging I can hear the roar of the ice messine 
ar I hie in my beith,? 
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CHAPTER IL 
‘Ing Nuw Year, 1895 


“Wepnrspay, Januaty 2nd, 1895 Never befure have I had 
sich strange feelings at the commencement of the New Year 
Tt cannot fail to bimg some momentous events, and will 
possibly become one of the most remarkable years in my 
hfe whether tt leads me ‘o success or to destiuction Years 
come and go unnoticed im thts world of ice, and we have 
no more knowledge here of what these years have brought 
to human ty, than we hnow of what the future ones have in 
store, In this silent nature no events ever happen; all iy 
shrouded in darkness, there 1s nothing in view save the 
twinkhng stais, mmeasurably far away in the ficeaing night, 
and the flickering sheen of the amora borealis, I can just 
discein close by the vague outhue of the Jam, dimly 
standing out in the desolate gloom, with her ngging showing 
dark against the host of stais, Like an infinitesimal speck, 
the vessel seems lost anidst the boundless expanse of ths 
realm of death Never heless under her deck tice is a 
snug and cherished home for tht ec. men, undaunted by 
the majesty of this realm. In there, 1 fe is ficely pulsating, 
while far away outside in the might there 1s noth ng save 
death and silence, only -ioken now and then, at long inter 
vals, by the violent pressure of the ice as it suges along in 
gigantic masses, It sounds most ominous in the great stilness, 
and one cannot help an uncanny feeling as if supe natural 
powers were at hand, the Jotuns and Runtiiser (frost g ants) 
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of the Arctic regions, with whom we may hive to engage tn 
deadly combat at any moment, but we we not afiaid of them, 

* 1 often t unc of Shakcspeatc’s Viola wno sat ‘lice patie ice 
on a monument’ Could we not pass as tepicsentatives of this 
matble patience, imprisoned heie on the icc wh le the yeas 
roll by, awaiting our tine? I should tke to desgn such 1 
monument It should be a lonely man in shaggy wolf skin 
clothing, all covered with how fiost s ting on a motnd of 
ice, and gazing out into the dark ess ac oss tise ootnd coy 
ponderous masses of 1c, awat ng the sctuin of dayl git aid 
spring. 

“The ice pressuie wis not noticeable after 1 oclock on 
TInday nght, until at suddenly iccommenced last might 
Tust I heard a tumbhng outside and some snow fell 
down fiom the rgg ng upon the tent 100f as I sat read ng, 
I thought it sounded hhke packing in the ics, and just then 
the Jam received a violent shock such a3 she had not 
recelved since last wintur. I was rocked backwards and 
forwards on the chest on which I was sittng. Tinding 
tiat the trembling and iumbling cont nied, I went out 
There was a loud 1oar of ice packing tc the west aid 
noith west, which continued uniformly for a couple of hati 
orso, Is this the New Years giccting fiom tic ice? 

“We spent New Ycars Lye cosily, with a clouc beiry punch 
bowl, pipes, and cigarettes; needless to iy, there was ar 
abundance of caces and the hice, ai we spoke of the Old 
aid the New Yea, and days tocome Some s cet or wae 
played on the agin and violin (‘thts n toht anved 
B essing produced fion his appueatly fresriastible store a 
bottle of genuine ‘linje akkevit’ (I. 1 cau de vie), aid in this 
Norwegian liquoi we drank the Od Year out aid the New 
Year in Of couse there was many a thought that wauld 
obtiude itself, at the change of the year, bung the sccond 
whch we had seen on boud the J¥av, 11d also, in all 
probability, the last that we should all «pend together, 
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Naturally enough, one thanked one’s comrades individually 
and collectively for al kindness and goodfcllowslup. Hmdly 
one of us had thought, perhaps, that the time would pass 60 
well up here Sveidiup expressed the wish that the jouney 
which Johansen and I were about to make in the coming year 
might be fortunate and bring success in all respects And 
then we drank to the health and well being in the com ng year 
of those who were to remain behind on board the Ayam, Tt 
so happened that just now at the tuin of the year we stood on 
the verge of an entirely new world. The wind which whistled 
up m the nggng overhead was not only wafting us on to 
unknown 1¢gtons, but also up into higher Intitudes than any 
human foot had ever trod. We felt that this year, which was 
just commencing, would bring the culmmating point of the 
expedition, when at would bear its richest fruis Would that 
this year might prove a good year for those on board the 
Fram, that the Zvam might go ahead, fulfillng her task as 
she has hitherlo done, and in tiat case none of us could doub' 
that those on board would also prove equal to the work 
entiusted to them, \ 
“New Years day was ushered in with the same wind, the 
same stars and the same darkness as before. Lven at noon 
one cannot see the shghtest glimmer of twilight in the south 
Yesterday I thought I could trace something of the kind, it 
extended hke a faint gleam of light over the sky, but it was 
yellow sh white, and stretched too high up, hence I am rather 
imelined to think that it was an auroia borealis, Again to-day 
the sky looks lightet near the edge, but this can scarcely be 
anything except the gleam of the aurora boiealis, which 
extends all round the sky, a liltle above the fog-banks on the 
houzon, and which is strongest at the edge. Exactly similar 
lights may be observed, at other times, in othe parts of the 
honzon, ‘The ar was >aruicularly clear yesterday, but the 
horizon is always somewl at foggy or hazy Dung the night?, 
we had an uncommonly strong aurora botealis ; wavy”) 
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sireamers were dart ng in .apid tw sts over the southcin sky 
their rays reach 1g to the zemth, and beyoid it there was to 
‘ye seen for a tine a bind in the form of a gorgeous corona, 
casting a reflection hke moonshine acioss the icc. The sky 
had hit up its torch in honour of the New Year—a fairy dance 
of dart ng streamers in the depth of night I cainot help 
often thinking that this contrast m ght be tiken as typical of 
the Noithman’s character and destiny In the midst of this 
gloomy, silent nature, with all its numbing cold, we have a1 
these shooting, gl tte1ing, quivering 1ays of Ight, Do they 
not typify our impetuous ‘sp: ng dances’ our wild mountam 
melodies, the amoral gleams in ot1 sou s, the rushing, surging, 
spuitual forces behmd the mantle of ice? There 1s dawning 
life in the slumbering might, 1f 1t could only reach beyond the 
icy desert, out over the world, 
Thus 1895 comes in :-— 
“Turn, Portine turn thy wheel and lower the proud 5 


Tir thy wild wheel thro sunsh ne, stor n, aid clu d $ 
Thy wheel and thee we neither love nor hate 


Smile and we smi e, the Jords of many Iands 3 
Trown and we smile the lords of our own hands 3 
Tor man 1s man and master of his fate,” 

“Thursday, January 3rd, A day of untest, a changeful hfe 
notwithstanding all its monotony. But yeste day we we e full 
of plans for the future, and to day how easily might we have 
been left on the 1ce without a roof over our heads! At half 
past fou in the morning a fresh iush of ice set in in the lane alt, 
and at 5 it commenced in the lane on our poit side About 
8 o’clock I awoke, and heard the crtinch ng and crackling ot 
the ice, as if 1ce-pressure were settng im, A sl'ght te nbling 
was felt thoughout the 2a, and I heard the roar outside, 
When I came out I was not a litle surp: sed to find a large 
pressure ridge all atong the channel on the port side, scarcely 
thirty paces from the “vam, the cracks on this side extended 
to quite eighteen paces from us, All loose art cles that were 
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lymg on the fce on this side were stowed away on board; the 
boards and planks, which duung the sum ner had supported 
the meteorological hut and the suiccn for the sare, were 
chopped up, as we could not afford to lose any mater als, but 
the line, which had bee 2 left out in the sounding hole with the 
bag net attached to it, was caught in the pressure. Just after 
I had come on board again shortly before noon, the ice 
suddenly began to press on again. I went out to have a 
look ; 1t was again in the lane on the port side, there was a 
stiong pressure, and the ridge was gradually approaching, A 
little later on Sverdrup went up on deck, but soon after came 
below and told us that the ndge was quickly bearmg down on 
us, and a few hands were required to come up and help to load 
the sledge with the sounding appaiatus, and bring 1t round to 
the starboard side of the Fram, as the ice had cracked close 
by it The rdge began to come ala mingly near, and should 
it be upon us before the /+am had bioken loose fio u the ice, 
matters m ght become very unpleasant. The yessel had now 
a greater list to the port side than ever 

“ Dur ng tie afternoon various mepatations were made to 
leave the ship if the worst should happen, All the sledges 
were placed ready on deck, and the kayaks were also made 
clear, 25 cases of dog biscuits were deposited on the ice on 
the statboard side, and 1g cases of lnead were brought up and 
placed forwaid ; also four diums holding altogether a2 gallons 
of petioleum were put on deck Ten smaller sized tins had 
previously been filed wih 1oo lites of snowflake o1, and 
various vessels containing gasoline were also standing on 
deck As we were sitting’ at supper we agam heard the sie 
erunching and ciackling nose in the ice as usual, comig 
nearer and nearer, and finally we heard a ctash pioceeding 
from right underneath vheie we sat. I iushed up There 
was a pressure of ice in the lane a little way off, almost on 
our starboard beam I went down again, and coitinued my 
meal Peter, who had gone out on the ‘ce soon after cane 
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down and sa d, laugh ng as ustal, that it was no wonde ve 
heard some crackling, for the 1ce had cracked not a sledge. 
length away from the dog bisct.t cases, and the ciack “as 
extending abaft of the Jvam. I went out and found the 
crack was a very considerable one. The dog b’seuit cases 
were now shifted a little more forward for g cater safely. We 
also found several minor cracks in the ice around the vessel, 
T then went down and had a pipe ard a pleasant chat wth 
Sverdrup in his cabin, After we had been 5 tt ng a good wh e 
the ice agan began to ciack and yam. I did not thiik that 
the noise was gieater thaa usual, nevertheless I asked those m 
the saloon, who sat playing halni, whether there was anyone 
on deck; if not, would one of them be kind enough to go and 
see where the ice was packing, I heard hunted steps above; 
Nordahl came down and 1cpoited that it was on the pout s‘de, 
aid that 1 would be best for us to pe on coc’. Teter and I 
jumped up and several followed. As I went down the ladder 
Peter called aut to me ftom above: ‘We must get the dogs 
out, see, there is water on the ical’ It was high tune that 
we came; the water was rushing in and alicady stood high in 
the kennel, Peter waded into the water up to his knees 
and pushed the door open; most of the dogs rushed out 
and jumped about splashiig in the water, but some, be ng 
fughtered, had crept back into the 111¢rnost comer and 
had to be dragged out, although they stood n water reaching 
high up the r legs. Poor biutes, it must have beer miserable 
enough in all conscience to be shnt up in such a pace while 
the water was steadily rsing rbont them yet they are not 
mote noisy than t sual, 9 

“The dogs hiving been put in safety, t walked round the 
Fivam to see what else had happened. The ice had cracked 
along her, to the fore, near the starbowd bow; fiom thy 
crack the water had pomed aft along t1e port side, which wa 
weighed down by the weight of tic ridge steadily pressing on 
towards us, Theeciack has just passed under the m ddle of 
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the portable forge, wh ch was thus endangeied, and it was 
therefore put on a sledge and removed to the great hummock 
on the starboard quarter. The pemmican, altogether eleven 
cases, the cases of dog biscuits, and nineteen cases of bread, 
were conveyed to the same place Thus we hive now a com- 
pete depét lying over there, and, I trust, in entire safety, the 
ice being so thick that it 1s not hikely to give way, This has 
brought life into the lads, they have all turned out. We took 
out four mote tin cans cf petroleum to the hummock, and 
then procceded to bring up from the hold and place on deck 
ready for removal, twenty one cases of bead, and a supply 
of pemmican, chocolate, butte, ‘viil food,’ soup, etc , calcu. 
lated to last us 200 days Also tents, cooking appaiatus, and 
tie hike were got ready so that now all is clear up there, and 
we may sleep securely; but it was past midnight before we 
had done, I stil trust trat at is all a false alarm, and that 
we shall have no occasion for these supplies now at any tate ; 
nevertheless it is our duty to keep everything ready in cise the 
unthinkable should happen, Moreover the watch has been 
enjomed to mind the dogs on the ice and to keep a shap \ 
look-out in case the ice should ciack underneath our cases 
or the ice pressure should recommence; if anything should 
happen we are to be called out at once, too early rather than 
too late, While I sit here and write I hear the crunching and 
crackling beg nning again outside, so that there must still be 
a steady pressure on the ice. All are in the best sp‘iits; it 
almost appears as if they looked upon ths as a pleasant break 
in the monotony of our existence, Well, it 1s half past one, T 
had better turn into mybunk; I am tred, and goodness 
knows how soon I may be called up. 

“Friday, January 4th. The tce kept quiet during the 
night, but all day with some intervals it has been ciackhng 
and settling; and this evening there have been several fits 
of pressure, from g o’clock onwards, For a time it came 
on, sometimes rather | ghtly, at regular intervals, sometumeg 
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with a iush and a ieg la ina, cic ot § bs led somewmat, 
and then it 1oated anew, Meanwhile the plessire ridge 
towers higher and higher and beas tg t down upon 1g 
slowly, while the pressure comes on at rteryals only, and 
moie qlickly when the onset coi wes fora ti ne One 
can actualy sce tt creepng neve aid nea el, tid now at 
r o’clock at n ght it 18 not mury feet 401 ecly five—awary 
fiom t e edge of the siowd 101 he oot sde ne u tic gang. 
way, and thence to the vessul ts sc uec yuore thai ro teet, 
so that it wll not be long now hefote at 15 tporvus Mer 

wh le the ice cont nues to spl’t, and tie so d mass rwhich 
we are embedded giows less and less bol. to po t and sta - 
boud, Sever il fssmes eslend 1 gltup to ielvam As the 
tce siika dow) wrter he we gh. of viet ¢ g 01 the port s de 
and the Jvam lists moie that way nore wiler rushes Up over 
the new ice which has fiozen ont ¢ water that lose yesterday, 
This is ice dying by inches Slow y but st rely the baleful 
ndge advances, and it Jooks as af 1t meant gomg right over the 
aail; but if the Ayam will only obl ge by gett ng free of the 
ice, she will, I feel confident, extricate he sc f yet, even thor gi 
matters look iather awvkuaid at present We shall 1 obaibly 
have a hard tome of it, however, before she c11 bicak loose, if 
she does not do so at once I have been o t aid had a look 
at the ridge, and scen how surely it 15 advair w, I have 
looked at pe fisstues in the 100, aid notec how t ey ate 
forming and expandiig round the vessel ; I haye liste cd to 
the ice crtexi-g ard cuncning under foot ; ard I do not fect 
much disposed to turn tito my berth before T see the Aram 
quite released As I sit here now I hew tis ce making a 
fresh assault, and roaung and packing outside aid I cai tell 
that the 1dge 1s coming neac. ‘Ths 15 aD 1c pressite with 
\vengeance, and it seems as if it would never cetse, I do 
iot think there 1s anything moie that we can do now. Allis 
n readiness for leaving the vessel, if heed be To-day the 
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tc,, was taken out and placed ready fol removal, in 
sepguste bags for each man. 

“Tt is very suange; theie is cetlainly a pos ab filty that all 
om plans may be clowed oy urforcscen events, althot sh it 
is not very probasle chat this will happen, As yet, T feel 
no anxiety in that dicction, only I should lice to know 
whether we atc seally to tike everything on to tie ice or 
not, Ilowever, it is past x oclock, and I think the most 
sensible thing to do would be to tun in and sleep. ‘The 
watch has orders to call me when the hummock reaches the 
Pram Vt ws lucky it 15 moonl ght now, so that we are able to 
see something of al} Uns abom nation. 

“the day before yesterday we saw the moon for the first 
time just aboye the horizon, yesterday it was shining a little, 
and nov we have st beth day avd mght A mos favomale 
state of things. But t 1s neatly 2 o'clock, and I must go ‘a 
sleep now. ‘The pressure of the ica, I can heat, 15 strong, 
again” 

“Satuday, Januay sth To ight everyhody sleeps full * 
dressed, and with the most indispensable necessarics exther b 
his side or secwed to hs body, ready to jump on the ice x 
the first wainmg All other requisites such as piovis’ons 
clothing, sleeping bags, etc, ete, have been brought out on 
theice We have becn at work at this all day, and have got 
everything into perfect ordet and are now quite ready Lo leave | 
ifnecessaty, whicl however, I do not believe wil be 1 case, 
tiough (he ice gressuie has been as bad as it could be 

“T slepe souicly, woke up only once and listeicd tot ¢ 
crunching and jamming aid grinding ul I fell asleep agari 
Iwas called at 5 30 in the mor ung by Sverditp, who lokl rie 
that the hummock had now reached the Jramw and wag hous 
dow 1 on us violently, »eaching as high as the sai1, I wee not 
left in doubt yery long, as, hardly had T opened my eyes, when 
T heaid a thundeiung and cinshing outside in the ice, a5 if 
Doonsd1y had come jumped up. Thete was not ‘ng left 
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for it but to call all hands to put al the re nun 1g provisio rs 
on the sce, and tien pitall ott firs and o her eqt pment ai 
deck, so that they could be th ow) ovetbowd at a nome ws 
notice if necessary Lis the diy passed, wt t @ tee kept 
quiet, Last of al the petoluun launch, which was hang 1g 
in the davits on the port side, was lowered aid was dragged 
towaids the gicat hummock At abot 8 ocloce in the 
evening when we thought the ice presstre hac subsided, it 
staited thunder ig and cash wz oagun wose than ever, I 
huried up. Masses of snow and ce usicd o1ts hyh 
above the rai am dsh ps vid over the text = =Pele, who is) 
cane up, seized a spride ind meicd forvard ovts de the 
rwhing as far as the forepaut of the half deck, ard stood 11 
tie midst of the ice, digg ig away and £ fol owe | to see how 
matters stood. J saw more than T cared to see; at was hopes 
less to fight .ha, errmy ¥ ha spate, Tot ad otto Pee. 
to come back, wad 5 d ‘We had better see to getting 
everything out on to tre ice?” THudy had I s.oken, wher 
it pressed o1 agari with renewed strength and thundend 
and cashed, and, as Peter sad, lags ng tl he shook agiy 
‘Nearly sent boli me ard the spide to fe ceuce’ I rushed 
back to the muideck; on the way FC mct Moygstad, who 
hunued up, spade in hand, aad seat hm back Running 
forwaid under the tent towards tie ladde, I suv tiat the 
tentioof was bent down urder the wogat of the massee of 
ace, Which were 1 1:h ng over it and crush a in over the 1a 
and bulwarks to such a1 cate vt thit E expected eve y moment 
to see the ice fo ces way thicugh ind bes tp the passage 
Whien T got below, Dede dads one c\, outto'd them 
when going up not to go out though the dopr on the pat 
side, but thiagh the chartioom aid out on the starbead 
side. In the first p ree, all the bags wee to be ought ap 
fiom the saloon and then we were to take those lying on deck 
I was afra’d that if the doar on the port site were not kest 
closed, the ice might, if it suddenly burst though the bulwarka 
D2 
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and tent, rush over the deck, and in through the doo’ 
fl the passage, and rush down the ladder, and thus 
imprison us hke mice in a trap, ‘Tine, the passage up 
from the engie-toom had been cleared for this emergency, 
but this was a very narrow hole to get though with heavy 
bags, and no one could tell how long this hole would keep 
open, when the ice once atticked 1s in eaincst, T1an up 
again to set fiee the dogs, wh’ci were shut up in ‘Cast c+ 
garden’—a1 enclosine on the deck alang the port bulwark, 
They whined and howled most dolefully under tie tent, as 
the snow masses threatened at any moment to ciush it and 
yury them aive I cut away the fastening with a knife, pul ec 
the door open, and out 1usied most of them by the starhoarg 
gingway at full speed * ! 

“Meanture tac hands stuted baging vp the bags, Tt wis 
quite unnecessary to ask tiem to buy up the ice del that, 
thundermg against tie stip’s sides in a way that sec nec, 
uresistible, It was a fer ful hinly bmly im the darkness 
for, to cap all the mate had, in the httry, let the In ier 15 
go out, I had to go down agan to get something on my 
feet, my Pialand shoes were hang ng up to dry im the galley 
When I got there the ice was at its worst, and the ha fdeck 
beams were creaking overhead, so that EF 1eal y thought they 
were all coming down. 

The saloon and the beiths wete soon cleared of bags aid 
the Ceck as well, and we started taking them along the sce, 
The ice roared and crashed against the ship’s side, so that 
we cou'd hardly hear owselyes speak ; but all went qunccly 
and well, and before long everything was in safety, 

While we were dtagging the bags along, the pressure aid 








* Tie word svalkelem wuch has throughout been transl ited ‘Caray ge 
way mens rather a sort of port-hole, As the sva/telem, however waa 
the means of exit from and entrance to the ship, * gangway ’ see ned the 
most conyenie it expression for it 
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jamming of the ice had at last stopped, and all was qu ct agua 
as before 

* But, whalas ght! ‘The /vam’s port side was quie suited 
under the snow, all that could 3.¢ see 1 was the lop of tie tent 
plojecting Had the peltocum Iiwich beer hang ag n tie 
davits, as 1L was a few hows yreviously, 1 would hudly have 
escaped desttuction ‘The dav ts were quite bur cd ace and 
snow. It 15 cutiors that both fire and wate ive beer powe 
less against that oat, and tt has now come otl unseitied fron 
the sce, and lies theie bottom upwards on tie floc Sie his 
bad a stoumy ex stence aid conta um sti, I worder wl at 
is next in store for her ? 

“Tt was, I must admit a most exc ting srene, wien it wis 
at its worst, and we thought it ws impeiative to get Lie bays 
up fiom the saloon with all possible speed, Syerdit p now tells 
me that he was just about to havea bath aid was as iked as 
when he was bon whe1he heard me cal all hands on deck 
As this had not happered before, he race stood tie © was 
something sctious the matter, and he yumped into hs clothes 
anyhow Amundsen, appacntly, also real sed that so ueth og 
was amiss —- IIe says he was tic f st who came ip wt 
his bag, he had not understood, o1 hac fo golte: in tie 
confusion the oider about go ng out tuoigh tie str s0ud 
door; he gioped hs way out 01 te poitsceand fill 1 tie 
datk over the edge of the halfdeck ‘We, that did not 
mattei,’ he sac, ‘he was quite used to that kiad of tung’, 
but having pulled hunself to,ether aflar the fall, and as he 
was ly ag there 01 Ins back, he daicd lok move fe «een 
to him as if tent and all were coming dow1 on un, and t 
thundered and crashed agaist tie gunwale aid tic billas f 
the last hou hid come = It firlly dawiel or hin way ae 
or ght to have goie oul on the starboaid aid not or the port 
side, 

“ All that could possibly be thought to be of a1y use was 
taken oyt ‘The mate wis scen dragging iong a bg bag of 
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clothes, wih a hewy bundle of cups fastered outs de 
Later, he was stalking about with al soits of dh ngs such 
mittens, knives, cups, etc faste red to hs clothes and dai gli 
about lim, so that tie ratlling noise could be heard afuo 
Te 1s h mself to the last 

“In the eve uig the men all staited eal ng ther stock 
cakes, sweetmeats aid sucl like, s noked to sacco, and c ijoye 
Uenselves in the most a1 nated fashon. ‘Lhey evident 
thought it was uncuita a wher they should nest have sich 
ume 01 boird the Zvam and therefore they thought it w 
best to avail themselves of the opportunity We are at 
liv ng in matching order on an empty ship. 

“By way of precaut on we have now burst open agua th 
passige on the starboard sice which was used as a hibiary ai 
had therefore bees closed; and all doois a e now kept alwa 
0¢1, so that we can be sure of gett ng out, even if mytan 
should gve way. We do not wart the ice p esse to clo 
the doors aga ist us by jr 1 ming tic douiposts together, B 
she certainly is a stoog sip. Tt is a m’ghty udge thu y 
have in ow poit s de, and the mass¢s of ice ae tie nendor 
The ship is Istiag moe than ever, neatly 7°; but snce tl 
last pressure she has righted herself a little agam, so that st 
must suwely have broke 1 away from the ice, and begur tors 
aid all danger 1s dot stless over So after all, it his beer 
cise of ‘Much ado about nothing’? 

“Sunday, January 6th A quet day, no jamming sir 
fast n ght ~~ Most of the fellows slept well on into the mon n, 
#28 ce. 1000 al. aave bega vey busy wage rg the Zam o 
of the ice aguin, and we have now gol the 1ul clear right a 
to tie half deck ; bul a tremeidous mass had fulen over ti 
tent It was above the second 1atl ne im the fore sl rouds, a1 
ful y 6 fect over the rail. I is a marvel that the te rt stood tt 
but twas a very good thing that dd do so, for other se 1 
1s hard to say what m ght hase beco ne of many of the dogs 
This aftenoor Hansen took a mer dian ooservalioa, whiel 
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gave 83°34 N.lat Hunaa We are gell 1g well oa, north 
yard, tlintecn minutes s ce Monday, a id tie nost rorthe a 
latitude 15 now i¢eachcd, Tt goes w thout saying that the 
occasion was duly celeb ed wit a bowl of pt © 4] icserved 
fiuits, cakes and the doctor s c'gas 

© Last might we were running with the bays for out I'ves, 
to night we are drinking punch and fer tag, such ae, indecd, 
the vicissitudes of fate All th sioumg aid crash for the 
last few days has beca, pahaps, a cvinon vde to ec ebiate ort 
reaching such 1 hgh lautude If tal be sot must te 
admitted that the ice his done fi | horour to the ove r101 
Well, nevet m nd, let it cr sh on so log as we only gct north 
waid ‘Lhe Zaam will no dowol, stard it now, she has Ifled 
fully one foot foward and fully six inches aft, and she has 
shipped a little astern Moteove , we ca mol fi rd so much as 
a single stancheon in the bulwarks that his stuled , yet 
to night every man will sleep fully prepared to make for the 
ice” 

“Monday, January 7th = ‘There was ab tule jam n ng of the 
ice occasionally during the day, bnt only of slight duration, 
then all was quiet again Lvidently the ice h ¢ not yet settled 
and we have pethaps more lo expect fon ort ficnd to port, 
whom I would wil ngly cacha ge for a better ne ghbou 

“Jt seems however, as af the we presstte hid viered its 
directio: since the wind his chinged to ST It 5 now 
confiied to the nudges foe vid af, athwit the wad, whe 
ott fiend to pol Iyi ga not m tie oe of thew ic, has 
kept somewhat quretel, 

“Dyerythg acs on end, 1s thy boy sad when he was n 
for a buching. Perhaps the g owth of t191 dye has come to 
an eid now, peilaps not, the one thir g is just ¢s 1 cely as 
the other, 

“To day the work of extricating the Z7aa 15 j1occeding, 
we will at all events get the rails clear of the ice It presents 
a most inposing sight by the 1 ght of the moon, and however 
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conscious of ones ow1 siength, one cannot help iespect’ng 
an antagonis who com nands such powers, and who, 1) a fuw 
moments, 1s capable of pt ttig mighty mach nery into act one 
Tt 1s rather an awkward butaingiam to face ‘The 77av}, ee 
equal to it, but no other sh p could have 1¢4 sted wa \ a 
onslaught In less than aa how tus ice can build tp. of Wl 
alongside us aid ovet us, vhich it m ght take us 101. awh \ 
get out of, and possi oly lo 1ger than that Lheie 15 s0 ne tly on 
ggantic about it, it is like a suuggle betweer dwa fs aie oh 
ogic, 12 which the pigmies have to rest to cum g am 7 
tnekery to get out of tie clutcics of ore who scldom 1d) nya 
hs gnp The am is the slip whch tie pigmcs hajo ® 
built with all then cunn xg m order to fght tic osre, any 
on board tis shp they work as bus ly as nits, whle thd 
ogie omy thks at wok whne to on over and wis. bs 
body about now and then, but evciy time he tuins over it, 
seems as though the nutste1 would be smashed aid but ed, 
aid would dsappear, but tic pigmues rave ot it thief 
nutshell so clever y that it always keeps afloat, aid wriggles 
itself free from the dead y embigce ‘The old traditions and 
legends about g ants, abott Thor's battles m the Jotun ie m, \ 
when rocks were split and ctags were hinled about, and the | 
valleys were filled with filling boulders, all come back to 
me, when I look at these m ghty ndges of ice winding the r 
way far off m the moonlight, and when I see the men \ 
standing on the ice hear, cuttng and digging to remove a 
fiaction of it, then they seem to me smaller thin pgme, 
sualler than ams But vthorgu each ant carries onty a 
sngle fit 1eedle, yet 11 eomse of time the ants buld air 
ant hill, where they can live comfortably, siclteicd fiom tera 
and winte 

“Tad this attack on the Zam been planned by the ad 
of all the wickedness in the world, 1t could not have been 
a worse one, The floe, 7 feet thck, has boine down on 
us on the poit side, fore ng itself up on the ice in which 
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we aie lying and crushing it down ‘Lhus the 211 was 
forced down with the ice, whle the otha floc puked ip 
on the ice be reath, bore down 01 hei, and took Yet unics1 p 
while she was still foe. fast As fu is Tem judge, she 
could hardly have had a tighter 6 jueeve, 1b was no wo der 
that she groaned under it; but sie w thslood it, boke loo. 
and eased Who shall say aficr ths tit a yes’ Sot 
1s of little consequence? Ilad the 27am nol Decor despa t 
as she was, we should rot have been 9 tt 1g fecrow. Not 
a diop of water ‘to be fond n her viywlhee Stage y 
enotgh the ice has not givea ts aiother sich + teeve 
gince then; perhaps Wo wo is oprog g p we felt or 
Saturday ? 

“Tt is had to tel, but it was teuific enor gh Tis 
moring Sverdi p and I weit for a wale 01 the ice, but 
when we gol a little way fom the ship, we forid no sgn 
of any new packing the ice was smooth ani tnbioke 1 4 
before, ‘Lhe pack ng has bees hmited to a ceitan strelor 
from east to west, and the Jam his been lyrig at the ve y 
worst point of 1 ; 

“This afternoon Iansen has worked ont yestercay’s obsu- 
vation, the result betag 83° 34 2’ N. lal aid rea? 51 Li low 
We have therefore dufled noth ind westwud, ry) mies 
west, undecd, and only 135 notti, simce New Yeu’s Lye 
while the wind has been mostly fron tie sovth west It 
scems as if the ice has taken a more decided cou se towaudls 
the noth west than eve , and the clore it 6 not to fe wonde vl 
av tuat thee 1s some press e@ wier tic wid slows athwit 
the course of the ice, Iowever & hard y tains we need way 
patticular explanation of the pressure t we Me evice ty 
again got into a packing cenlie with ciacss lanes, and 2 dyes, 
whete the pressute 1s maintained for some time, such as we 
were in duning the fist winter. We have consla itly met w ti 
several similat stretches on the sintounding ice, even when 


has been most quiet 
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“Ths ever wg tore was a nost ie iatkalle Po ght cs 
right undet the moon It way fike in immeure bh n’noug 
hayeock, worch aose fiom the ho won, and touched the 
gicat img roid the rioon, At tic upper side of this rig 
there wis a segment of the usual invested ac of Mh” 

‘The next day January 8th, the ice begur g siding occa. 
sioiwly asd whide Mogstad and IT stood 61 the hold wok ng 
01 haid sledges we heard cietkiags in the ship boty above 
and below us. Ths was repeated several tines, bit in the 
uitervals it was quict I was often o1 the ice hstening (o 
the ginding and watching how it went on, but it did not go 
beyord crackling anc creaking beneath ovr feet and 12 the 
ridge at our side Terhaps it 1s to warn us not to be too 
confident. Iam not so sure that it 1s not necessuy = Tt 15 
id really like livng on a smoking volcaxo = =‘The crt ptior 
that wi. seul our fits may orc. at any moment It wit 
either force the sh p up or swallow her down And what are 
the stakes? Ltic the Jam wll get hone and tie expedi 
tion be fully successf 1 a: we shall lose her and have to be 
content with what we have doie and possibly o1 om way 
home we may explo c pats of Vianz Josef Land. ‘That is all, 
but most of us fecl that tt wou d be ha d ta lose tic ship aid 
it would be a very sad s'ght to sce her d’sappear. 

“Some of the ha ds unde: Sve diup ate wo ¢ ng, yng 
to cut away the h mmock ice on the pott side, aid they have 
alrealy made good headway, Mogstad and I ue busy gett 3 
the sledgcs in ordei, ard prepaing them for use, a 1 wit 
tiem, whether we go oii ot sot th 

Lay io tw years old w Cry 

‘She is a bg gul now. IT wonder if I shot d be able to 
recogn se her, I suppose I shoud hi dly find as ige fan ta 
feature They are su ¢ to celelale the day and she will pet 
all kinds of picsent. Many a tiought will be sent nor h 
wards but they know not where to look for us} are not awue 
that we are driflrig here ¢ nbedded im the ice ia the h ghest 
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northera lalitudes ever reiched, 11 the deepest pol on ght 
evel penctiated.? 

Di ri, the flow ny days the tee became stead: y quete 
In the couse of the nght of tie gti of Jaaary the we wis 
still shyhtly cracking aid girad ig; then it quite stbs dec aid 
on the roth of Jriary ae repo t ts “tee perfect y quiet, ard 
sf at wae not fo the 1 dye o1 tie po ts de, one would neve 
h ve thouglt thee had evar been vay beter a1 the eternal 
stillness so cuba md peacchf ws it” Soue nen weit 01 
cultng away the ne and Jie oy Tile we corse dy 
pelt ig cos Mogslidaid IT wee busly cypaged 1 the fod 
wth the now sledges and di og ths t ne I ako mide va 
attempt to p ologaph tle dram by moot git hon difere tt 
points. ‘The rstlls st pissed my expectations , but as the 
top of the picssine tidge had now ocen culaway, tice photos 
do avt gave anevret pct on of the prec re, wd of how 
came h sing down upon the av, We ther put in order 
out depdt on the grett hurunock on the 5 uboud quate , 
and all slecpng bags, Lap and boots, Lan show, wolfs. 4 
clothing, ete, were wee ppd nthe toresal aid paced two te 
eatreme west the provi iis wee collected into sx di lercnt 
heaps, and the nflcs and guis were dst outed vio th ce 
of the heaps aid wrapped up in votists Next Hanse 5 
imstiument case and my own, together wth a bre set fill of 
rifle carts dyes, weie placcd taidaa beaterl Tier tie 
fo yesaad tre sutth’s tools wae ulriged scpa ately, and 
up on the top of the geal huinnork we da heap of slecges 
and snow sioes AL Lic kayaks we e Tud's de by side betters 
upwatds, tne coonig eppatat 5 md luis ele, © wg 1 aced 
uuder them, ‘Lhey we ¢ spread oct mm the Wty, $6 Chait itt the 
amprobable event of thick floc sphttiig suddenly, our loss 
would not be so gieat We kiew whee to find everything, 
and it might blow and duft to its heatt’s content, without 
our losing anyth ng. 

Qn the evcmng of Jaiuay rth, I wiote m my duvyi 
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“Tyo sharp reports were heard in the sh p [ke shols fro 
acannon and then followed a no se as of someting pl ung 
—presunedty chs aust be the crickng of the we, or 
account of the fiost Tt appeaed to me that the [ist o1 
the ship incicased at tha, moment, but perhaps we ory 
imag nation ” 

As time passed on we all gradually got busy again p epa ag 
for the sledge expedition On Tuesday January 1gth, I siy 
“This evening the doctor give a lesson to Johanse1 aid 
myself in bandaging and 1epan ng bioken limbs, I Jay on the 
table and had a plaste: of Par» bandage put round the calf of 
my leg while all the crew wete looking 01, ‘The ve y sight 
of this operat on cannot f11 to suggest tipleasant thonghts 
An accident of this nature out in the Pola n ght, with 40° Lo 
50° of cold, would be anyt ung but pleasa it, to say nothing of 
how easily it might mein deat 1 to both of us, Lut who knows ? 
—we might manage somehow. Howeve, such th ngs mast 
not be allowed to happen and what 1s moic they sha// not? 

As January went on, we could by noon just see tbe fa nt 
dawn of day—that day at whose su wise we were to stail. 
On Januay 18th, I say: “By 9 oclock in the monmg I 
could alleady distinguish the fist indications of daw, and 
by noon it seemed to be getting bright, but it see ns ha dly 
cied ble that ina month’s time there will be light enough to 
travel by Yet it must be so Tiue, Febrtvaty is a monti 
which all ‘experienced’ ;cople consider far too euly art 
much too cold for tiavelling; hardly anyone wotld do su im 
the month of March. Bu it cannot be helped, we have ne 
time to waste in wa ting fot addit onal comfort, if we ate t> 
make any progress before tie su nme , wher uavell yw toc 
impossible, i am not aha of the cod we can always 
protect ourselves against that, 

“Meantime all preparations aic piocceding, and Ian now 
getting eveiything mn oider connected with copying of d anes, 
abservation books, photographs, etc, that we are to take with 
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us mogstad is wo king in tie hold, mak ng made guad 
runneis to put under the sledyes Jacobsen has commenced 
to put a new sledge together. Petlerses 1s in the engiie- 
room, making nails for the sledge-fitt 1gs, wh c1 N ogstad 1s 
to put on, In the meantime some of the ot iets have bu lt a 
large forge out on tie ice with blocks of ce and snow, ard 
to morrow Sverdhhup and I wll het and bead tie re anes 11 
tar and steane at such a heat as we can produce n the for 
We trust we shall be able to get a suffe ent temper iture to do 
this important wo k thoroughly im spile of the 4o degrees of 
frost. Amundsen 15 now sepaning the mill, as there is some- 
thing wiong with it agati, the cog wheels Leng won Ie 
thinks he will be able to get it all night again. Rather chly 
work to be lynig up there n the w ido1the top of the m |, 
botng in the haid steel and cast: on oy laite 1 light, aod 
at such a temperattne as we ae having now I stood ard 
watched the lanteinl git up there today and I soon heud 
the drill working; o1¢ cotld tell the stecl wis hard 3 then 
I could hear capping of hands ‘Ah,’ thought I ‘you may 
well clip you hands together, it 15 not a particularly wats 
job to be lying up there in the wind’ ‘Tc worst of it 3 one 
cannot wear mittens for such wok, but 145 tote the b ¢ 
hands if o1e 19 to make any p ogress, and t wor diol lise 
long to fieeze them off; but it has to be dore Le says, aid he 
will not give 11, He sasplendd fel ow 141 he undertaces, 
and I console him by saying that theie aie not may before 
him who have worked on the top of a millia uch fost noth 
of 83°. On many cxpeditions they have wo ced ov. ofdoos 
work when the te nperature got slow. ‘Indeca,’ he says, ‘I 
thought that other eapeditions were im advance of us in that 
respect I imagmed we had kept indoors too much’ I had 
no hesitat‘on in enlightening hm on this pot, I know he 
will do his best in any case, 

“This is, indeed, a suange trme fot me, I feel as if I wee 
preparing for a summet tnp, and the spring was already heic ; 
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yet at is still mid winte , and the cor itiois of the sum ner 
1p may be somes oul smb gious, ‘The ice keeps quiet, the 
cracking in at and 11 the /aam is due only to the cold, I 
have dt mg the last fay diys agari read Payer’s acca nt of 
lus sledge expedition noitiwards through Austi a Sourd It 
1s not very encowag'ng The very land fe desciibes as the 
realm of Death, whe ¢ he thinks he and his compan ons would 
wevitably have peushed had they not recovered the vesscl, 
is the place to which we look fot salvation; that 1s the 
region we hope to 1cach when our prov s ons have co ne to an 
end. It may seem reck ess, but nevertheless I cannot nnagine 
that st1ss0 = I cannot hulp believing that a land which even 
in Apul teems with bears, auks, and black guillemots, and 
whee seals aie basking on the ice, must be a ‘Canaan, flowing 
with mi'k and honcy,’ ‘01 tvo men who kaye good 1% and 
good eyes, it must stcly yteld food enough not only for the 
needs of the monent, bit also provisons for the jouncy 
onwards to Spitzbe gen Sonetames, however, toe 110 ght 
wt present itse f that 1t may be very @ fic ilt to get the food 
when it ts most sorely needed, bet these are ony passiig 
moments We must remember Ca lyles words ‘A mai 
shall and must be valiant, he must march forward, and quit 
himself ike a man tiusting impeitnbably in the appoint. 
ment and choice of the Upper Powers’ [have not, it 1s t ue, 
any ‘ Upper Powers’, it would probably be wel to have the 1 
in such acase , but we1evertheless are starting, and the ti ae 
approaches tap dly, Toor weeks o1 a) tile more soon psa hy, 
and ricn fa ewe io tus smtg nest, wore’) has oven om «ne 
for eighteen months, and We go out imto tie dark os ind 
cold, out mto the st Il more unknown : 
"Oct yonder ts duh, 

But ony ud we nist, 

Over the dewy wet notntans 

R de thro gh tie land of the ice troll 5 

We shall both be syed, 


Or the ice troll st ind 
Shall clutch us both.” 
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On January 931d Tw te: § Tie divi hes pow) so mich 
that tiete was a visiole Pyht ficra it o1 the we, aid for be 
"fist {ine Lus year T saw the c imsoi glow of Lie sun low 
down in the dawn” We now took sound ngs wti tie lewd, 
before I was to Icave the vessel, we found 1,876 fatio 15 
(3.450 mclies) I then made some siowshoes dowi in the 
hold, it was impottant to have them snooth, toug. and | gat 
on which one could mace good headway, “they shall be w I 
rubbed w t1 ta, stéu ne, and tal ow, and there shall oe spe 1 
in them, therit $ only qucsto1of ts 1g oils legs, and [ 
have no doubt that ca be ma raged ” 

“Tuesday, Jaa y 29th, Tatitule yeste day 83° 30 
Some days ago we had bec1 so far noth as 83° qo, bit 
had again di fled southwuds The | ght sce. 01 sterdy 
inaieasing and by noon it alnost seems to be b oad day 
hight I beleve I could icad the tile of a book out 11 
the open if the prat were latge and clew I take a shot 
every moinng giect 1g the dawning day before I go dow) 
into the hold to my wok at the snowsroes and ¢ jt pmert, 
My mind 3s filled with a pecul ar sei ation, which I can rot 
cleaily defne, there 15 ceita n y in exulling fecti rg of ta u npr 
deep in the soul, a feclng that al ores deus ue rout to 
be real sed with ties sng stn, WiC sles no Lin ds ado + 
the icebound wate s. But wh le Lam busy mi tocse fami 
surrot ndings, a wave of sad ress so nel ues ¢ 11cs CyeL ., 
wis lke Judding farewell to a dew fad anl to a home, 
wh ch has long afforded me a shellcr ag oof, at ore bow 
all this aid my dear comrades qe to be left bebiid for evar, 
never agari shall I teid this snow ¢ id deck, wever agar 
creep urdet tus tent, never hea the laughta ing in tis 
famil a siloon, never again sit in this frie idly circle 

“And then Tremember that when the Jyav at last. busts 
from hei bonds of ice, and tuins her prow towaids Norway, 
I shall not be with het, A fuewell imparts to cverything {1 
life its own tinge of sadness, like the crmson rays of the 
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sun, when the day pood o bad sinks in tears below the 
horizon. 

“TIundieds of times my eye wardcts to the map hanging 
thee on the wall, aid cach tmeach'll creeps over me. ‘Lie 
dstance before us secms so long, and the obstacles in om 
path may be many, but then again the fecling comes, that 
we are bound to pull thiotgh; it cannot be otheiw se, every. 
thing 1s too careft lly prepared to fail now, and mea rwhile the 
south east wind 1s wluotling above us, and we arc co iinually 
dufting nowthwaids nearer our goal When I go up on dec 
and step out into the might, with its gl tte: ng stanly vault and 
the flaring aurora borewis then all these thoughts recede, and 
T mist as ever pause on the threshold of this sanctuary, this 
dak deep, silent space, this mfia te temple of natine, in which 
the soul sceks to fnd its ougin. ‘Torling ant, what matters 
it, whether you reach you gow wth your fi needle or not 
Lyeiy thing disappears none the less in the ocean of eter uly, 
11 the great Nuvana ‘And as time tolls on ot names are 
forgotten, our decds pass into oblivion, and our lives flt by 
lke the traces of a cloud and vanish like the must, dispelled 
by the warm 1ays of the sui Our time is but a flect ng 
shadow, hurrying us on to the ead, so it is ordained ; and 
having reached that end, none ever icttaced his stcps’ 

“Two of us will soon be jouncying further thiough t1'5 
immense waste, into greater solitudes and decper stillness,” 

“Wednesday, January goth, Today the gieat event hag 
happened, that the windmill 1s agun at work for the first time 
after its long rest Ir spite of the cold and the dark 1645, 
Amundsen had got tle cogwheels into ordet, and now it 4 
lunning as smoothly ard steadily as guttapercha ” 

We have now constant north cast winds, and we again bot x 
northwards On Sunday Feb:uaty 3:d, we weie ut 83° 43! 
The time for our depaiture approached, and the prepayations 
were cariied on w'th great activ'ty. The sledges were com. 
pleted, and I tied thom undei yarous conditions,” I have 
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alluded to the fact that we made maple guards to put under 
the fixed nickel-plated runners ‘The der of th» was to 
strengthen boti the ,sledges and the tricts, 90 Ui they 
would at the beginning of the jouriey, wh 1 tic oad> wee 
heavy, be less hable to breakage fo 1 the jot 1g towh ch they 
would, probably sc exposed = Later 01, when tie load got 
Ighter, we mghi, if we liorgit fit, cw y remove then 
‘These guuds were also to serve another ptroose Thad an 
idea that, in view of the low te npetatue we had doing the 
winter, and on tie dry di fesmow wi. tier ene cd tie 
ice floes, metal wowld gl de less cas y tha snootr wood 
especially uf the latte: were we ub xd wth ty tar and 
stealie By Febiuuy 8th oie of the sledges with woode) 
guard tunnets was fi ushed, so that we cou d make expeime ils 
in this duection, and we tien found that tt was considerably 
ersicr to haul than a smi u sledge rum og on tie nickel 
plate, though the load o1 each was exicty the sine = ‘Lhe 
d fference was so g cat that we fouid tit twas ulewt hit 
as hard again to diaw a sledge on tien ckel run ieis is on the 
datred maple runners. 

Our new ash sledges were now rea ly fished and we gicd 
3o lbs without the guadiumnes  ‘Uversbody is Nard at 
wok  Syeiditp is sewing bags o1 bostes to prt on tie 
sledges a» beds fot the sayahs to est 01 To this cid the 
bigs ate to be made tp to fit tic bottons of tie boats 
Johansen and one or two otiei men are staf lg te lays wild 
pemmicin which has to be warmed, beaten, id kicaded 1 
order to g ve it the rght fo m for mic aga good bed for our 
p ecious boats When these squue, flat bags we cared out 
into the cold they ficeze as hard au stone and keep the: foru 
well, Bless'ng is sitting up m tic wotkioom, cooy ng tie 
photographs of which I have no punts Urisen ay work 1 
o fa map of out 1oute so fur, and copy ng ott his obsivit ow 
for us, etc, etc In short, there is hudly aman on boad who 
ducs not feel that the mo nent for depaituic approaches, 

YoL, 1 5 


50 Clapter IT 


pethaps the galley is the only place whete everything goca 
on in the usual way under the management of Lais Our 
pos tion yesterday was 83° 321 N. lat, and ro2° 28 E 
Jong, so we are southwards again, but never mind, what 
do a dozen miles uote or less matter to Lo? 

*Suiday ebay roth ‘Today thue was so ~much 
dyhgat that at x o'clock I could fably well read the 
Fedens Gang when JI held the paoer up towiucs the 
{ght, bit when I held at towmds the moon, which was 
low 1n the noith, it was no go Before dmiet T went for a 
short dive with ‘Gule1’ and Sus ne’ (two of the young dog:) 
and *Kaifas’ ‘Guen had never been in hainess before, bit 
yet she went quite well, she was certainly a little awkward 
at fist, but that soon Jisappeared and I think she will make 
a good dog whe she 1s well trained = ‘Susine,’ who was 
driven a hitle last autumn conducted herself quite like an * 
old sledgedog The surface 1s hard, and casy for the dogs, 
to haul on. They get a good foothold, ard the snow 15 not 
paiuict ally sharp for ther feet; however, it is not over | 
smooth, this duftsnow makes heavy going. The ice 15 
smooth and easy to 1un 01, and I tiust we shall be able 
to make good day jotneys, afier all, we shall reach our 
destination sooner thm we had expected I cannot deny 
that it 15 a long jouincy, and scarcely anyone has ever mata 
effectually butnt his beats behind hun, If we wished to tur1 
back we have absolute y nothing to 1etuin to, not even a bare 
coast It will be um ossible to find the ship, and before us 
hes the great unknown But there 1s only one road, and tha 
hes stiaight ahead, right through, be it land or se1, be tt 
smooth or rough be it mete ice o1 ice and water. And I 
cannot but beheve that we musf get tuough, even if we 
should meet with the worst, vz, land and pack ice’ 

“Wednesday, Febrtary 13th The pemmican bolster and 
dned hver pie ave now ready, the kayaks wi] get an excellent 
bedding and I venture to say that stch meat bolstus ae an 
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absolute novelty Under each kaya< there are Uhice cf the a, 
they are made to fit the sledge aid, as already stated, ae 
moulded tu the shape of che kayak ancy segh 109. 
x20 \bs. each, ‘The empty sacks wagh 2 o 3 tbs each, so 
that altogether the meat (pemmuicin and liver pic) in these 
three bags will weigh about 320 tbs, Weeach had ou git 
steeping bags of reedcer s-shia, and we tried to sleep ant 
Jathem Jast ngit out both Johanser and Tfot ae at rat er 
cold although ut wes only 37° L of host We wee perl aps 
too | ghtly clad under tie wolf’sskn ¢ oth 1, we ue mis , 
another experment with at tde more on to nigh b” 

“Satay, Tebiuauy 16th ‘The out ting 5 sti pro: 
glessiog, bit there ate various small th ngs yet to de wie. 
take time, aid T do not know whether we shal be ieady to 
start o1 Wednesday, Lebiuary zoth, as I ouginally ntendca 
Tne day is now so hgnt thu ws fir as that» concemed we 
might que well start then, but, perbaps, we had better wart 
a day ot two longer ‘hice sledge sats (for single sleckges) 
are now finished, they ae made of very [ght calico, wd 
are about 7 feet 2 mches broad by 4 fect 4 inches long, 
they are made so that two of t1em may be Iced together 
and used as one sal for a double sledge, and I beieve they 
will act wel , they weigh a little over 11> each, Moreore, 
we have now most of the pioy sions teady stewed away im 


bags ” 


CHAPTER Ul 
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“‘Tuxspay, Tebiuaty 26th At last the day has atived, the 
gieat day, wien tie jottney 1s to commerce. The woes 
has passed 11 untiuiz wok to get everythiig ready, We 
should have stmted on the 20th, but it has been postponed 
fron day to day, tice wis always sometung stl to da 
My head has beer fi on ght and day, w th al that was to 
be doie and that must iot be forgotte: Oh t s unceas ng 
mental stiain, which loes not allow a m wte’s 1espte 11 
whch to thow off the responsibi ty, to give loose ie n to 
the thougits and let the dieams have full sway, the nerves 
are m a state of tension from the momeit of wik ng 11 
the morning till the eyes close late at mght Ah ow wel 
I know this state which I have exper enced each t me I 
have been abcit to set out, and ictieat was to ac ert off 
—never, 1 believe, more effectually than row ‘The last few 
nights I did not get to bed before halfjast (nee ci hal vist 
four oclock in the noining Tt is 10t only what we yaght 
to take with us that has to be taken care of, but we have 


> ~*spleave the vessel, us command and responsibilty have to 
6 


for placed in other hands, aid care must be taken Unit nothing 
° wrgotten in the way of instiuctions to the men who temarr, 
she scientific observations will have to be continued on the 
o 2 Imes as they have been cimed on hitheito, and other 


‘servations of all kincs will have to be made, ele, ete” 
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The last n'ght we wee to spend ot boad the wan 
evertualy an.ved, and we hala fu well puty Wii 
strange, sad way, remmiscences we ec revincd of a tit and 
befaller us hee on houd, m ged wti hope and tut 1 
what tie future would bung. Tiema ied iot (i into the 
night, Ictters and treme nbrances 1ad to be sent to those ut 
home, m case the untoreseen should happes. Amongst the 
last thing I wiote were the following instiuctions to Sverd 9, 
in which I haaded oyer to him the comn nd of the exped 
tion i-— 


* “Capran Ov o Syrrorut 
“Conmanrder of the Sam 


As Tan not leay g the J m,eccompanied hy Tohanse, 
to undertake a jour iey no thwaids—if poss »¢ to the Pole~—~ 
snd fiom there to Sp tvbergen, most likely wd Liang Jost 
Land, I make over to you the command of the remaining part 
of the expedition Tiom the day I leave tic 2vant, all the 
authouty which hitherto was vested in me shall devo se upon 
you to an equal exte rt, aid the otheis w 1 have to wnda 
absolute obed ence to yot, ot to whomsoever you nay deptie 
as their leader. I cons det i supefuous to give any ondas 
akout what 1s to be done undet various contingencis, even 
if it wee poss le to gse any Tim celtin yoy 1 kiow 
best yourself what org it to be doe m riy cme gewy, ad 
therefore cons der that I may witi co idence lewe the Ayan. 

“Tne Cnef am of tie expediuon 18 to pts? tn ongh tie 
unknown Polat,Sea from the regen wound the Naw Siberian 
Islands, north of Lranz Josef Tand,aid onw I to tle Atlante 
Ocean neat Spitzbe gen or Greenaid = £12 most essent 1 
part of this tasx, I consider, we have ateady accompl shed ; 
the remainder will be achieved as the expedi to. gets farther 
west In order to make the expedition stil more finitful of 
results, Iam making an attempt to push further up noith with 
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the dogs Your task will then be to convey home, 1 the 
sas a nur poss ey bee era ves tow coafded w your 
cue, aid not to expose them to ary winecessa y dangc, 
either out of 1cga d for the sh p or cargo, o1 for the se enti ic 
outcome of the exped ion No one can tet how long it may 
take before the 1 dt fis out into open wate — You have 
provisions fot seveial yeas to come, if for any mi cowy 
season it shot fd take too loig on if the crew should bign to 
sutier in healta, or af fiom otic: reasons you should ty 1< at 
best to abandon the ves«cl, it showld uncucst onroly be do re 
As to the time of the year whe. this should be done, aid the 
route to be chosen you youself wil be best able to yudge 
Tf it should be necessa y, I consider Tranz Josef Tand and 
Spitzbeigen favomable }inds to make for. If search 1s made 
for the expedition alter tie airval home of Johansen and 
myself i will be made there first Wherever you cone to 
land, you shot d, as often as you caa, e ert corsp cuous 
beacons on pro nontor es aid projecting heac ands, and place 
within the beacons a short report of what has ocevited aid 
wh ther you are going In order to d stiagt »1 tiese acd ig 
from others, a small beaco1 shou d be erected 13 fect fiom the 
lager one in the dnect cn of the magnetic Noiti Pole, The 
question as to what outfit would be most advant tgeot 5, 11 case 
the Fam should have to »¢ abando ied, 1s one wh ch we have 
so fiequently discussed tiat I cons det it superfinors to dwe | 
on ithere I know tha you wil take care that the requ s te 
number of kayaks for all the mc a, slec ges, snow shoes, tr ge ,? 
and other aiticles of outft arc put11 co plete order is £001 As 
possible, and kept in readtiets, so tat stich a jour ey home 
over the ice could be tv adutiket witi tic g eatest possihe 
ease, Llsewhere [ give you dneetons as to the p ovtsions 
whch I consider most sustable for suci a youriy aid the 
quantity necessary fo. each mar 

TL also know that you will hold evetyth ng in readiness to 
abandon the Ayam in the sin est noschlet me 1 tha avenr 
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of het sufferxg sudden damige whethet tuoigh fe or ice 
pessne Tt tre ice pe nts i I consder tt advisa cle tit 
a depdt, w th st ficient provis 01s, ete, sr0tld oe cst 5 red 
at a safe place on the re, sucras we have Il tey wad Al 
necessanies whch carrot be kept on the ie o1git to be so 
placed on boaid that ticy ate casy to gel al uaa cny er 
cumstances As you aie aware, atl the ptovisians now in the 
dapat ate concert led foods for sledyiig jotraeys orly , but 
ay t may happen trat you will have to cna a rtefive { 
a tine before going ft the t wor d be hghly dest wb e ty 
save as much timned neat, fs] rid vegrtaree as possire, 
srould trot ted t e* cone toer, L sioull considar t 
advisable to have a stp ry of these articles ready on tic ce 

© Soovld the “vam wi e diifl wg oe ca nicd tar to the nots 
of Sptzbege> ard get over “1.0 the eareat urter che cast 
coast of Greer aid many possibt ities may be imag ned which 
it as not easy to for n at opinion od now, but s101 d you be 
abliged to abandon the 2ram aud make for the land, 1t would 
be best for you to erect bercors rere as stited aoove (wit 
paiticulats as to whither you aie go ry cle), as sere am ygit 
possibly be made there for the expedition Whetha m that 
case you ought to mace for Iceland (wh eis te nearest lanc, 
and whete you should be able to get nthe ear y put ol su ume 
if followiig the edge of the tcc), or for the Va sh colons 
west of Cape Farewell, you w t be best arte to 4 dge o 
considenng all the ¢ ret mst tices 

“As iegaids wlat yo. og tto ise witryot nbie eyent 
of whadu nny the Zam, sencdes vie re oy ary noveiuns, T 
may mention weapors ammunitipy and ect pine rt, a// sesen 
tific and other gournals and observations, all si utifie collections 
that are not tea jean, ov il too heavy onal samples thereof, 
photographs, preferably the onginal plates (ar filins) ot should 
these prove too heavy, then pt nts tacea from tiem, also the 
‘Aderman’ aeiomete , with which most of the observations 01 
the spenfic gravity of sea water are taken, as well as, of 
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couse, all jomnals and ne no arda which are of ary inte est 
J leave behind some d anes and letters wh eh T would requist 
you to .ace Spee cae of, and delve, go Fwa, f Tisha d 
notiettin home o1 ff cont ary to all expectat or, you shod] 
return home before us 

©Tlaism and Lessng wil, as you know, attend to the 
vat ous s¢ entific expeditions and to the collecting of spec mens 
You yourself wll attend to the soundings, and see tbat they 
are taken as frequently as possible and as the condition of the 
Jine peim ts T should cons der at least once in eyety 6o miles 
covered to be extremely desirable, rf it can be done oftener 
so much the better Should the depth become less than now 
and moie yaniable, it goes without say ng that sound ngs should 
be taken mote frequently 

As the clew was small befoie, and will now be st Il farther 
rediced by two men, nom wok will provably fale to each 
man’s lot, bit I knew tiat whenever you can, you will sae 
men to assist in the scientific observat ons, and make them 1 
conplete as possi le Please also sce that eve y teith day 
(the f st, tenth, ard tweiticth of eve y mo ath) the ce 1s bored 
tirovgi, and the thickness measu ed, 11 the same way as has 
been done hitherto Tlenucsen has for the most pat made 
these borings, and 1s 2 tiustworthy man for this wo k 

Tn conclusion, [ wish all possible success to you, and to 
those for whom you ac now respons ble, and may we meet 
again in Notway, whether it be on boud of ths vessel, or 
wit out her, 

“Yours affectionately, 
me LRIDIJOF NANSPN, 
“On hoard the 20am, 
“Tebiary 25, 1895” 


“Now at last the Lrain was to gct some rest, a d the work 
for the legs and auns was to commence Everyth ng was 
got ready fot the start this moining Tive of ou comiadcs, 
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Sveid wo, Tlansen, Bless 1g, Herisse? and Mogstrl, wee 
to see us off or om way, bitag ag v sedge and t teat wi 
tor The ‘ur stedges were gat ready tee dogs +. oe sul 
to tien lunci with a dolile of malt extact pe maa, ws 
taken just befoe stut iz, aid tien we bace tie ast hea y 
farewell to those left behnid We were off into tie dailt ag 
snow I myself too< tre lead wita ¢ Kyice’ as lerd ng dog, 11 
the fist sledge, and thea sledge wfter sledge fol owed amd 
cheers, accompim ed by the crac < ng of wh ps ard tie barkiig 
of dogs At the same t me a salute was fied fio 1 the quarta- 
deck shot after shot, into the whuling deft. Lie sledge, 
moved heavily forwaid , it was slow tiavell yg uph , and tiey 
came to a dead stop wicre the ascent was too steep, aid we 
all had to he p the n along, ore mai aloie could not do it, 
but over level ground we flew along lke a wh wind, aid 
tnose a1 snow saves for ad it d Tevit cuorgh ‘o Keep pace 
with the sledges, I had to strike out as best £ could when 
they came up to me lo avoid getting my legs enta ygled in tie 
Ine A mans beckoning wita his staff fa 11 tic iear Tt 5 
Magstad who comes tearing along aid shout ng that three 
‘floitstok ce?*® (cross bars) had been tora off a sledge 11 
driving The sledge, wtaits heavy load bad luched forward 
over an upught piece of ice, wich stuc. tic ¢ 055 bis 
breaking all thee of them, one afler the otiel ; 016 of two of 
the peipendicu ai supports of the 1unners were also smashed 
There was noth ng for st but to relu m to tic 61p to get it 
repaned and have the sledges made stionga, Such a tang 
ought not to happer again, Dung tre retain ore of tie 
sledges lmched up aganst anotigr, and a cane in the bow 
siapped The bows wou d, therefore, also have to be made 
stionge t 





* ‘Poe cross 24s on te skcge that comeet tie peyen ea st ppors 
of the n iners with each other 

+ The sledge runners were connected 1 front byn bo y, consisting of 
three or four pieces of rattar cane Ins ie! toget ier, it is to this bow the 
hau ing lines are fastened 


58 Chapter IIT. 


The sledges have agai been voloided and > oight on 
boud, in order (iat ths may be done, and here we are aga 1 
tomght I am glac, howcver, tiat this hippened wier ¢ 
did; st wot ld have been worse to have had such an experience 
afew days later Iw [now take six sledges instcad of fou 
so that the Joad on each may be less, aid so that tw 1 be 
easer to lift them cver the mreguiantes of the ground, I 
shall also have a biord boa d fitted lengthwise to the sledge, 
underieath the cios bars, 50 as to protect them iga ist pro 
jecting pieces of ce As a gicat deal of tune 5 saved 11 the 
end by do ng such (ungs thoroughly sefore start ig, we sha | 
not be ready to stat before the diy after tomonow — It 
seemed stiange to bz on board aga n after having said good 
bye, as I thought, for ever, to these surroundings. When I 
eime up on the after deck, I found the gu 1s ly ng the e 1 the 
snow, one of them turied over on its back, the othe: hid 
recoiled 1 lowg way at wien salut og us; fon the miei 
top the red and black flag was st ll waving, 

‘Tam in wonderfully hgh spits, and feel cosfdert of 
success , the slcdges see ned to glide so ex y a tiough cauy 
ing 200 Ibs, mo e thai was ony nally nterded (abuut 2,200 hhs, 
altogether), and everything looks very promisiig. We shall 
have to wait a couple of days, but as we ate haying a souti- 
easterly wind all day long, we aie no doubt gettiig on towards 
the north, all the same Yesterday we were 83° 47, to day 
T suppose we are at }-ast 83° 50 ” 

At last, on Thinsday Tebiuay 28th, we started agam with 
ovr sx sledges Sveid..p, Tlassea, Blessing, Heer keer, end 
Mogstad saw is off, When we stailed most of the othas oso 
accompanied us some distance We soo1 found tat the dogs 
did not draw as well as 1 had expected and I cume to tie 
conclusion that wth this Joad we*should yct on too slowly, 
We had not proceeded fm fom the sh p before I dec ded to 
leave behind some of the sacks with provistons for the dogs, 
and these wete later on taken back on boud by the others. 
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At 4 o'clock i1 the afictioon, wher we stopped, xm odo 
mete showed dit we bad gone avo. 4 mies OM ahe 
Jam, We had a plersait evening in the tert together wila 
our friends, who weie go 1g -back tic next day. ‘To my 
suipiise a punch howl was prepaied, arxd toasts wee po 
posed for those who wete staitiag and those who remaincd 
beh’nd It was not unt] ri o'clock that we crept into our 
sleeping bigs 

The e were Im 1at’o $11.0 honor tril agit on houd 
the Jvam, ‘Lhe electic ac Jinp was hoisted 61 tie nad 
top, and the electue I ght for the fist tine shore forth over 
the 1ce masses of the Polat Sea ‘Torercs had a50 beer 
ht, and bonfires of oakum eids ard other conbust bles were 
buining on seve i flocs around the /vam and mak ig a 
brrvhant siow Sverdiup had, oy te way given orde ¢ that 
the elect: ¢ light o1 a laiter1 s) ould be hosted on tie man 
top every nght untl he aid the otrers had rctur ec fo fear 
they migit lose thei way if the ta <s should be obliter ited 
by bad weatie = It would then >¢ very d flicult to find t e¢ 
ship; but such al git cv1 be seen a long distance over these 
plains, where by mercy striding 01 a hummock ore car 
easily get a view fot many miles round 

I was afiard that the dogs, if they got loose would go back 
o the Jram, and I therefore got two stecl | ves made to wh ch 
short leashes were fastened, a little distance ara t, 50 that the 
jogs could be secuied to these lies between tw» cks or 
ledges. 11 spite of this several of the dogs got loose, bit, 
trange to say, they dd not leave ue bit entned wta ther 
comrades and us There was of tor ¢ 1 coleful howl ig 
ound the te rts the fi st mght and they disturbed oni s cep to 
ome eatent 


* This odoucter hid been mide on xard, 5 on y oefone stu ag ort 
f the works of an od aiemometer ‘The oconeta wis astened 
ehmnd the last sledge, and mdicated fairly correctly the dist nce covered 
y us 
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Tie next moiming (Li day, March rst) it took one of our 
comiades thiee hous to make the cofice, being unaccus.omed 
to the apparatus, We ha] then a very nce breakfast together 
Not befoie rx 30 aim did we.get under way Our five com 
rades accompamed us for an hom o two md then .wined to 
get back to the Zvam the same evening. “Tt was ceitunly a 
most cheeiful good- »ye,” says the diary, “but ut is always haid 
ta part, even at 84°, and maybe there was a tearful cye or 
two” The last thing Sverdiup asked me when sitt’ng on his 
sledge, just as we wee about to part, was, if I trought I 
should go to the South Pole when I got home, for if s0 he 
hoped I would wait till he arrived, and then he asked me to 
g ve his love to his wife aid child 

And so we proceeded, Johansen and I, but it was slow wo k 
for us alone with six sledges, which were impeded on thew 
way by all sorts of obstacles and inequalitics Besides fis, 
the ice became rougher, and it was dificult to get on dur nj 
tie aftetngon on account of the dakness, the days vemg sui 
very short, for the sun was not yet above the hor son, wy 
theiefore camped rather eatly 

“Wednesday, March Sth We aie again on bod th 
Fram to make a fiesh slat for the thud time, and tien,! 
suppose, it will be m eainest, On Saturday, Maich and, v 
proceeded with the six sledges afte: 1 had been a tup io t} 
northward, and found it passable. Progiess was slow, and , 
had to do nearly six tuins each, as the sledges stopped eve1 
where and had toybe helped along. I saw now too char - 
that we should never get on in this manner; a change wou 
have to be made, and I decided to camp in order to hay, 
a look at the ice northward and consider the matter, Lay i 
tied up tre dags, | set out, w ule Johansen was to feed “© 
dogs and pit up the tent ‘They were fed once in ovys 
24 hours, at mght, when the day’s march was doe, fo 

“Thad not gone far when I came upon excellent spacltss 
plains, good progress could be made, and so far everyt 
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was all night, but the load had to be diminished and the 
number of sledges 1educed.* Undoubtedly, therefore, 11 would 
be best to retuin to the Za to make Lie necessary altera 
ttons on board, and get the sledges we were to tike withis 
further strengthened, so as to have petfect corfidence in ther 
durability 

“We mght, of co.rse have diagged along, somchow 
towards the north fo. awhie, and the low would madudy 
have decieased, but it would have been slow work, axl 
before the lord would be sufficie it y hghte red the dogs would 
perhaps be worn out It was cold for ticm at night, we 
head many of them howling most of the nght If, how- 
evel, we dimmushed the load and consequently alowed a 
shoiter tne for the jom rey, 1t would be preferable to wait, 
and not sta ¢ till a htte late: in the mooth, when we could 
make more out of the lume, as the days would be hghter 
and not so cold and the snow surface better, Taving spent 
anothea, might in the tent into which it was a hard job to get, 
chessed in a fur that was stiff with fiost, and then into a bag 
that was also haid froze: I decided next mon 1g (Sunday, 
March 31d) to r1etuin to the Jrav. I hainessed a double 
aecam of dogs to one of the sledges, and off they went over 
4ressure idges and all other obstacles so tapidly tiat I coud 
opidly keep up with them In a few homs [ covered the 
h jnie distance which had taken us thice days when we stated 
jqit The advantage of a lighte: load was oily Loo appaient 
a “As TI appioached the 77am I saw to my strpiise the 
upper edge of the sui above the tee in the south It wa 
the first time ths year, but I bad*iot exjected ttas yet Tt 
vas the refract on ca sed by the low (2mperature whieh made 
it visible so soon ‘Lhe fist news I head fiom those who 
came to meet me was that Hansen had the previous afternoon 
taken an observation, which gave 84° 4' N lat. 

“Te was undoubtedly very pleasant once moie to stietch my 
limbs on the sofa in the Jams saloon, to Juench my thirst m 
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delicious hme juice with sugat, and again to dine in a civil sed 
manner, In the afternoon Iansen and Noidahl went back to 
Johansen with my team of dogs to keep him company over 
might When T left ‘um it was widerstpod that ne was to start 
on the retumn joumey ag best he coud, unuul I came with 
otheis to hela hm ‘Lhe dogs lost no t ue, and the two mei 
reached Johansen’s tent in an hour and twenty minutes At 
nght both they and we had sejoieings mi honom of the sin 
aid the 84th degree 
“Vhe next maiming thee of us went off aid fetched the 
sledges back. Now, when we made for the sh p, Lhe dogs 
dragged much bette, and ima short time we should have 
been 61 board had it not been for a long lane in the ice 
which we could sce no end to, and which stopped us Finally 
we left the sledges and togethe: with the dogs managed to, 
clnss Orel on some foose pleces of ice, and got on oad 
Yesterday we twice tied to fetch the sledges, but there hag 
evidently been some movement in the lane, and the new ice 
was still so thin that we daed not Gust ¢ We have, however 
to day got the sledges on board, and we will now for the last 
time, it 1s to be hoped, piepaie ourse ves for the youney I 
wil now plan out tie souney so as to take the shortest pos 
sible time, us ng light sledges and tear ng along as fast as legs 
and snow shoes will cany us We shall be noie the worse for. 
tus delay, proviced we do not meet too mich pack-ice o1 too 
many openings in the ice 
“T have weighed all the dogs, and have come to the con- 
‘clusion that we can feed the n on each other aid keep going: 
Sy about fifly days, havieg, im addition to this dog prove 
ons for about thirty days, we ought to be able to tiayal 
th dogs for eighty days, and im that ume it seems to me 
ve should have auved somewhere And besides we have 
syovisions for ouselves for one hundred days This wil be 
out 440 lbs on cach sledge if we take thiee, and with nine 
dogs per sledge we ought to manage it” 
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So here we were again, busy with piepaialions aid mprove- 

ments In the meant me the ice moved a ittle, broke up, 
and lanes were formed in vat ous cr ections On March 8un 
T say’ “The ciack in the faige Moe to stuboud, formed 
while we weie away, opened yeste day sito a Inord lane, 
which we can see stictch ig with newly fo7c1 ice towards te 
youzon both noith aad sovth, It 5 odd how that pelto en 1 
launch 1s always in Shot water’ wherever tis ‘ths evacs 
fiamed undeineath it, so was hing ig with the ste n over 
tie water when they found itin the morn ng We have now 
decided to cut it up and use the elm boads for the sledge 
unners = ‘L vat wl be the end of 1” 
» “Wednesday, March r3th 84° N. Jat, 102° §5 I long, 
The days have passed, working again at lhe equipment 
Lverything 1 now m order Thice sedges ate standing 
ready out on the tce, properly ste igthened n eve ) way, with 
1 on fastenings belween upt ghts and cioss bus, ‘Tiese last- 
mentioned are securely strengthercd with extra top pteces of 
asb, and protected undeineath by bouds, This aflenoon we 
tried the dogs witi sledges loaded, aid they went as easily as 
could be, and to monow we start again for the ast une full of 
comage and confidence and with the sun up, 11 the asswa ice 
that we are gomg towards ever brighter days 

“Tonight there has been a great farewell feast, with mary 
hearty speeches, and early to monow we deput as carly as 
possible, provided our diss patiod has not delayed us I have 
to mght added the following postscript to Syerditps mistiue 
tions — 


*P§—In the foregomg instiuctions, which I wrote tather 
hurried y on the night of February agth, I onutted to mentior 
things that should have been alluded to I will restuct myself 
here to stating further that should you sight unknown land, 
eveiyth ng ought, of couse, lo be done n ordei to ascettary 
and examine it, as far as circumstances will permit, Should 
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the Fram dnft so near that you think it can be reached 
without great risk, evetylung that can be done to explore the 
land would be of the greatest 1iterest, Every stone, every 
blade of grass, lichen, 01 mass, ¢veiy animal, fiom the latgest 
to the smallest, would be of gicat impoitance, p iolographs, 
and an exact descuption should not be neglected, at the sa ne 
time it should be traversed to the greatest possible extent, 1 
order to asceitain its coast lie, size, ete All such thingy 
should, however, only be done, provided they can be accom 
phshed without danger If the /av 1s aduift in the ice, it 15 
clear that only short excursions should be made from het, as 
the members of such expeditions might encounter great difli- 
culties in reaching the vessel again. Should the vam 
‘aman statonary for ary ft ne, sich expedit.oas sho. d 
still be undertaken only with gicat discretion, and not be 
extended ovei ary great length of time, as no o01¢ can foresee 
when s1¢ may commence to drift aga n, and it would be vey 
undes able foi all concerned if the crew of the Zram were to 
be stil further 1educec 

“We have so often spoken together about the se aa 
ieseaiches, that I do not considei it necessuy to give an 
further suggestions heic I am ceitam that you will ¢ 7 
everything im your powet to mase them as perfect f 
poss ble, so that the expedition may ictura with 1 4,06 ie 
results as tle cucumstances will perm Ard wo 
again, my wishes fur vl possible success, and muy wet "he 
again befo.e .0°g t 


You affestor ¢ 
“Tnipiy Nas * Pp 
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made duiing the couse of the winter, and that we required to 
have with us in otder to cioss possible channels and pools, 
and also for use when we should come to open sea Instead 
of’these kayaks, I had at fist thought of taking 1eady made 
canvas boafcovers, aid of us 1g the s edges as frames to 
stretch them over. Dy tris meas a-e aft perfectly capable of 
carrying us over lanes and: shoit bits of oper sea could have 
been ngged up in i veyy short space of ime I subsequently 
gave 1p tl 5 idea, however, and decided 01 the kayak, a craft 
x th which I was famil at, aid which T could rely on to render 
Valuable assistance in several respects. ven if we had been 
_ able to contrive a cover for the sledges m such a manner that 
«p boat could have been got 1cady in a short space of time, 
t would not have been such quick work aa si nply Isunch.ng 4 
heady made kayak, Added to this the craft would, 1 ecessarily, 
have been heavy to row, and when it was a question of long 
‘distances in open water, such as along the coasts of Tiana 
Josef Land, or across thence to Spitzbeigen, much t me would 
have been lost One consideration indeed, and that of some 
moment, was the saving in weight if the sledges were made use 
of, but even this was not of so much importance as t seemed, 
‘as the covers of both kids of craft would have weighed about 
the same, and what would have bee) saved in the we ght of 
the flames was not much, if one remembers that a whole 
hyak flame only weighs about 16 lbs Moreover, if kayaks 
p re used, some weight would be saved by being able lo carry 
To provistuls at d otrer aApedsnenéa in bags of th'n rater’, 
tulch could be stowed away in the kayaks, and the latte. 
ped to the sledges Our provisions would thus be protected 
just all i’sk of attack by dogs, or of being cut by sharp 
hifes of ice = =Tie other alternative—the canvas coyer— 
th'th would have 1equned fitting on and folding up again 
helr being im the water, would necessarily, in the low 
ev peratures we had to expect, haye become spc led and 
andy. Last, but not least, the kayak wth its tghtly covered 
OL. I, F 
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deck, 15 a most efheient sea boat, in which one can get aleng 
m any kind of weather, and 1s also an admirable ciaft for 
shooting and fishing puposes The boat which one could 
have conttived by the other expedient cauld with difficulty 
have been made at all satisfactory in this respect 

T have also mentioned the s/edges which I had made for tu; 
expedition They were of the same pattern as those built for 
the Greenland one; somewhat resembling in shape the 
Norwegian “skikjelke,’* which is a’ low hand sledge on 
broad runners, similar to our ordmary snowshoes But instead 
of the broad, flat runners we used in Greenland, I had the 
runneis made in th s case about the same in width (34 inches), 
but somewhat convex underneatl , as those to be found on the 
akikjelke” of Osterdalen and elsewhete hese convex 
runners ploved to move very casily on the kind of country 
which we had to travel over, and they enabled the long sledges 
to be turned with ease, whch was pa ticularly conven ent m 
the drift ice, where the many 1 regulartties often necessitated a 
very zigzag route The iunneis were covered with a thin 
plate of Geiman silye: which as il always keeps bright and 
smooth, and does not rust, answered its purpose well As I 
mentioned before, theie were thin, loose, well tarred, guard. 
aunneis of a kind of maple (acor platon:des) underneath the 
German silver ones The slecges were also prepared in 
various other ways which have been treated of before, foi the 
heavy loads they were to cany at the beginnng, ‘The result 
of this was that fiey wore sonew rt heayie. than I had 
intended at fist, butin retuin Thad the satisfaction of their 
be ng fit fot use duting the whole journey, aid not once were 
we stopped o1 delayed by their breaking down This has 
hardly been the case w th formet sledge journeys, 

I have tefeired several times to ow c/o/des, aid ote tral 





* Tiey were 12 feet lon, 1 fevt Of 1.c1es brew, wd rode 2.94 
Sincke pbose hag ow 
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{rips im then Although we had come to the coiechis on 
that our wolfskin garments were too wuin for Lave ing 0, 
we took tiem with us all the same on our fst tp, ard 
wo1e them too, to a certain extent, but we soon d scove ed 
that they were always too waim, and caused undue pcispira- 
tion By adsorbing all the mo sture of the body they became 
so heavy that they made an appieciable diffeicice in the 
weight of our loads, and, on ou retuin fiom arr three dys 
absence from the yessel, wae so wet that they iad to be 
Lung foi a long time over the saloon stove to dry ‘To lis 
was added the eaperience that whe1 we toot them off in the 
cold, after having worn them foi a time, they froze so suff 
that 1 was difficult to get them on agan The resule of a} 
this was that I was not very favourably disposed towaids 
them, and eventually made up my mind to keep to my 
woollen clothes, which I thought would give free outlet to 
the peispuation, Johansen folloved my example. Our 
clothes then came to consist of about the following: on the 
upper part of the body two woolle1 shits (Jaeve:s), outside 
these I had a cametl’s hair coat, and last of all a tuck rough 
jersey Instead of the jeisey, Johansey wore what 15 cal ed 
on board ship an “aroras’ of thick honespin provided 
with a hood, which he could pull foward ‘n fiont of hi 
face, and made after an Iiskimo pitta On our legs we 
had, next out skin, woolen diawets and over hese knicher- 
bockeis and loose gates of close Noiwegian homes 1 
Yo protect us fiom wind and fire chiver snow whch, benz 
of the naluie of dust, forces itself 4 ito evuy pore of a woollen 
falie, we wore a sit wich hag been mentiord befo a 
made of a thn, close lind of cotton cinyas, and consisting 
of an upper garment to pull over the head, pioy ded witha 
hood in Eskimo fashion, and a lower one in the shape of 
a pair of wide overalls 

An impoitant item im an outfl s the /oot-gear Instead of 
weaning long stockings I prcterred to use loose stucking Iez3 

Fa 
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and socks, as these aie easy to diy on one’s chest when asleep 
at mght, Ona jourmey of this kind, where one 1s continually 
travelling over snow and n a low tempeiatine, whether it be 
on snowshots or not, my expetteace is that T nn shaos aro, 
without doubt, the most satisfactory covermg for the fect im 
every way, but they must be made of the skin of the hind legs 
of the reindeer buck. They are warm and stiong, are always 
flexible, and very easy to put on and take off ‘Ihcy 1equie 
careful management, however, if they aie not to be spoiled 
at the outset, and one must try as well as one can to diy 
them when asleep at night If it be sunny and good diying 
weather outside the best plan is to hang them on a couple 
of snowshoe staffs, or something of the kind, in the wind 
outside the tent, preferably turned inside out, so that the skin 
uself can diy quickly If one does not take this precaution 
the hair will soon beg’n to fall out, In severe cold, such as 
we rad ou the fitet pat of the journey, it was in possible to 
dry them in this way, and our only resource was then to diy 
them on the feet at night after having carefully brushed and 
scraped them free from snow and moisture. Then the next 
process ts to turn them inside out, fill them with “ sennegraes ” 
ot sedge, if one have tt, thrust one’s feet in, and creep mto the 
sleeping bag with them on * For milder weathet later on, we 
had provided ourselves wih leather boots, of the “komager’ 
type such as the Lapps use in summer, In this case they 
were made of under tanne] ox hide, wth soles of the skin of 
the blue sea) (Phoca barbara), well rubbed mn with a com- 
pos tion of tar and tallow they make a wondetfully stiong and 
watertight boot, especially for use in wet weather. Inside the 
Tinn snves we used, at the beginning of our journey, this 
“sennegiaes” (Carex esicaria), of which we had taken a 
suppy. ‘lus 1s most effective in keeping the feet dry and 





* Com ae my dese jton of “firsko (Tinishoes) im ‘The J rst 
Cross wg of Greenland pp 47 1d 43 
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warm, and if used Lapp wise, 7¢, with bac feet, ut diiws " 
moisture to itself. AL night the wet “sennegiacs must be 
removed fom the boots well pulled out with the firgcrs so 
that it does not clng together, and then duced dang 20° 
night by bemg worn mside the cow or t ouserleg In He 
morn ng it wil be about dty, and can be pressed rito the 
boots aga. Little by little, however it becomes used ip 
and ff it 1s to last out a long jouney a good supply must be 
taken 

We also had with us socks made of sheeps wool and humav 
han, which were both warm and durable Then, tov, we took 
squares of “yadimel’ or Norwegian homespun such as ac 
used in ow army, which we wore (particulaily myself) inside 
our “komager’ on the latter part of the journey, when the 
snow was wet They are comfortable to wenr and casy to dry, 
as one can spread them out under one’s coat o1 trousers al 
mgnt 

On our Aands we wore large gloves of wo fsk nn addit on 
to ordinary woollen mittens underneath, ne thet of them Laving 
sepaiate divisions for the fingers Txacty the sime dry 1g 
p ocess had to be gone through with the gloves as with tic 
foot gear Altogether the wants of one’s unfoitunite body, 
w1'ch is the only source of heat one has for this scit of wo x, 
1, cuefly expended in the effort to diy onss various garme ts, 
aid we spent our n ghts in wet compicsses, in o der that the 
monow might pass ina little more comfort 

On our heads we wore felt hats, which chaded the eyes fo 1 
the dazzl ng light, and wete less pervious to the wand toan 
an ordinary woollen cap, Outsfile the hat we gee all) nd 
one or two hoods of cloth, By this means we could rege ate 
the warmth of our heads to acertain extert, and ths i4 no 
unimportant thing 

It had been my onginal inteition to use Iglt ore van 
steeping dags, made of the skin of the remdeci cal As toese, 
however, proved to be msufficiently warm, I had to resoit to 
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the came piiiciple we went 0111 Gieenliid, ze a double 
bag of adult reindeer shin 5 a co isiderable inctesse of warmth 
is unus attaied by the fact taar che occupants warm each 
other, Lurthermore, a bag for two mei is not a little lig iter 
tha two single bags, An obje tion has been raised to jorit 
bags on the score that ones nig ts restis apt to be distu bed, 
but this I have not found to be the case 

Something which in my opinion ought not to be om tled 
fiom a sledge journey is a dvené, Even af thin and f 11, tt 
alfords the me nbers of an expecit on so mte1 protect on aid 
comfort that the inconsiderable increase in weight to the 
equ p nent is more than compensated for. The tents whici 
Thad had made for the expedition were of slrong undressed 
silk and very hght. They were squne at the base and 
pointed at the top, and weie pitched by means only of a 
tent pole in the midde, on the same pr ne ple as the four. 
man tents used in om army Most of them had canvas 
floors attached On our first start we took with us a tent 
of th’s kind, intended to hold four men and weighing a litle 
ove: 7 lbs ‘The floor is a certam advantage, as 1t makes the 
whole tent compact and quick to put up, besides being more 
impervious to wind ‘The whole tent 1s sewn in one p ece, 
wals and floor together, and the only opening is a little sl t 
through which to crawl One drawback, however, to it is, 
that it ts almost impossible not to carry m with one a cetlain 
amount of snow on the feet. This melts duiing the mght 
fiom the heat of ones body lying on it, and the floor absorbs 
the moisture, thereby causiig the tent to be alwrys a good 
deal heavier than the figures given here 

I according y 1elmquished all idea of a tent of ths k nd, 
and took w th me one of about the same dime isiois, and of 
the sane silk matenal as the other, but wthort a floor Ii 
took a little longer to put up, but the difference was not great 
The wa s were kept down by pegs, and when all was fn shed 
we woulkt bank it carefi y roince with snow to ex‘lude wnd 
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and diaughts Then cane the actual ptch ag of the ter 
which was acco np! sved by crawl ag 11th ough the ent aice 
and pok ng it ip with a snowshoe stafi, which uso served as 
tent pole. It weighed a fiaction over 3 Ibs, Incluc ng $ stce) 
pegs, lasted the whole journey through tiat is to say, unt 
the autumn and was always a cheished p te of refi ge. 

Tie cooking apparaius we took with us lad the advantage 
of utihsing to the utnost the ficl consumed Wt it we 
ware able, ma ve y soit space of tine, to cook food wm 
simultaneously to melt an aoundance of dunking wites, so 
that boty in the mom og and 11 tie everng we wee are 
to dr ak as much as we wl ed, and ever a surplus ie mat cc 
‘Tle apya atus consisted of two boilers aid a vessel for melt ng 
snow ot ice in, a1d was conshiucted in the follow ng manner + 
Inside a 111g shaped yessel was placed the borer, wh le unde 
neath ths again was the lamp ‘The entue combust 01 ot tpt 
was thus forced to mount into the space between the baie: 
aad the ung shaped vesse Over ths was a tght fit(ng Id 
with a hole m the nudde, through which the hot at wis 
obliged {to pass before it corld perct ate futher ard reach 
tie bottom of a flat snow meltet, whic wis placed avove tt, 
Then, after having delive ed some part of its heat, the air was 
forced down agai1 on the outside of the 1 1g shaped vessel by 
the help of a mantle, or cup, wacd su otnded the whole 
Jyere it parted with its last re nain 1g watmti to the outer side 
of the hing vessel, and finaly escaped, alinost ¢ rt icly cooled 
fiom the lowe edge of the mant e 

Tor the heating was used a Swedisa gaspetiol..n lamp 
known as the “ Pamws,” in which the heat tuins the petroleum 
tito gis befo ¢@ it s co isumed Hy ths meais it teides Ue 
combustion unusually complete. Numerous xpariments niade 
hy Professor Toiup at h's Ia oratory proved that the cooke 1 
ordinary cucumstances yielded go to 93 pet cent. of toe heat 
wh'ch the petroleum consi ted should, by combustion, theo- 
retically evolve. A more satisfactory result, I tunk t would 
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be difficult to obtain The vessels in this cookei weie made 
of German silver, while the hd, outside cap, elc, nee o 
aluminm, ‘Together with two tn mugs, two tn spoons, and 
atin ladle, 1t we ghed exactly 8 lbs 13 ozs. while the lamp, 
the ‘ Primus,” weighed 44 ozs 

As fucl, my choice this t me fell on petroleum (‘ snow 
flake”). Alcohol, which has generally been used before on 
Arctic expeditions, has several advantages, and, in parucular 
1s casy to burn, One decided drawback to it, howeves, ts the 
fact that 1t does not by any means generate as much heat in 
comparison with its weight as petroleum when the latier 1s 
entuely consumed, as was the case with the lamp used by us 
As I was afraid that petroleum might freeze, I had a notion 
of employing gas 1, but gave up the idea, as it escapes so 
easily that it 1s difficult to preserve, and 1s, moicover, very 
explosive We had no diffculues witn our “ snowflake ° 
petroleum on account of the cold. We took with us raticr 
more than 4 gallons, and ths quantity lasted us 120 days, 
enabling us to cook two hot meals a day and melt an 
abundance of water 

Of snowshoes we took several pairs, as we had to be pre 
pared for breakages in the uneven dnftice; besides this they 
would probably get considerably worn in the summer time 
when the snow became wet and granular Those we took 
with us were partice larly tough, and slid readily, They were, 
for the most part, of the sam2 kind of maple as the sledges, 
and of birch and hickory. They had all been well rubbed 
in with a concoction of tar, stearine, and tallow 

As we calculated to substst, in a measure, on what we could 
shoot ouiselves, it was necessary for us to have fite aims 
The most important gum for this kind of work 1s, naturally, 
the rifle, but as, in all ikekhood, we should have to go across 
large expanses of snow wheie, probably, there would be little 
bg game, and whereas, on the other hand, birds might very 
likely come flying over our heads, I thought shot guns would 
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be the most serviceable to us, Therefore we decided on tie 
same equipment in thts respect as we had in G eealuid. We 
took with us two doub ce bavelled guns (Buchsflints) , ¢ac1 0 
them having a shot bar el of 20 »1e and a barrel for bill 
(Express) of about 360 calibre Our supply of ammiunit on 
consisted of about 180 mnifle caitudges and 150 shot caliidye 

Our duséruments for deteamming our positon and for 
working sights were: a small Igit theodolite specaly 
constructed for the purpose, which, with its case (tis I ad 
also had made to act as a stand) only we ghed a httle over 
two pounds. We had, fuithermore, a pocaet scxtait and ar 
artificial glass hoiizon, a1 ght azimuth compass of altuniniin 
and a couple of other compasses, Tor the meteorological 
observations we had a couple of anetod barometers, two 
minimum spuitthermometeis, aid thice quicksilver sling. 
thermometers In add tion to these we had a gcod alunun tn 
telescope, and also a photogiaphic ca neia 

The most difficull, but also, perhaps, tie most mportant 
point in the equipment of a sledge expedition 1s thorough y 
good and adequate victun/iing., I hive arewdy mcit oned, m 
the Introduction to ths book, thit the fist and foremost 
olyect is to protect oneselt against scurvy and other malad es 
hy the choice of foods, which, through ca e¢ ul preparation 
and sterilisation are assed agaist decomposit on. On a 
sledge expedition of this kind, where so muc) attention m st 
be paid to the weight of the equ pment, its harc ly possible 
to take any kinds of provis ons ercept those whose we git has 
been reduced as much as possible by careful ard complete 
drying As, however, meat and Ash are not so casily digertad 
when died, itis no unimportant thing to have them ina ytl- 
versed form. ‘Ihe dred food is im this manner, so finely 
distubuted that it can with equal fac’ ity, be d gested ard 
received into the organism. ‘Lhis preparation of meat aid 
fish was, therefore, the only kind we took wth us The meat 
was muscular beef, taken from the ox, and fieed fron all fut, 
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gi‘stle, etc. ; it was then diied as quickly as possible in a com- 
pletely fiesh condition, and thereupon ground and mixed with 
the same propoition of beef suet as 15 used m the ordinay 
prepaiation of pemmican ‘This form of food, which has been 
used foi a considerab e time on sledge eapeditions, has gained 
for itself much esteem and rightly; if well prepared, as ous 
was, It 15 undeniably a noushig and easily digested food.* 
One ought not, however, to trust to 1ts always berg harmless, 
for, if carelessly prepared, 72, slowly o imperfectly dr ed, it 
may also be very injurious to the health, 

An othe: tem of our provisio 1s, by wh ch we set great store, 
was Viige’s fish flour, It1s well prepared and has admirable 
keeping qualities , sf bowled in water and mixed with flour and 
utter or diied potatoes, it furnishes a very appelising dish. 
Anothe: point which should be attended to is that the food be 
of such a kind that it can be eaten without cooking Tuel 15 
pat of an equipment, no doubt, but if for some reason o1 
other this be lost o: uSed up, one would be in a bad case 
indeed, had one not provided against such a contingency by 
taking food which coud be eatcn in spite of that Ii ordet 
to save fuel, too, it 1s important that the food should not 
require cooking, but merely warn ing, The flour that we took 
with us had therefore been steamed and could, if necessary, 
have been eaten as it was, without furthe: prepaiation, Merely 
bnought to a boil it made a good hot dish We also took 
died boiled potatoes, pea soup, chocolate vril food, etc Our 
bread was partly carefully died wheaten biscuits, and paitly 
aletionate biead, which I had caused to be made of wheat 
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* T}ad nso had prepared a large quantity of pemm cin conssiig of 
equal pirts of meat powder and vegetab e fat (from the cocor mt). ‘T 3 
pemmica 1, however, proved to be iather an wifoitinate iiveitun, 
even the @ gs would not eat it after they had tasted at once or twice, 
Perkaps ths 1s accoured for by 1 e fact U it vegetable fat 5 leay y 
dpused and contains ic swiciirrtae the mucors renbraies cf te 
st. achand Trost 
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flour mixed with about go pe cent of aleu oite flitr 
(vegetable albumen) 

We alo touk wil us a coisdciabe qvartiy of bi tter 
(86 lbs) which had been well worked on board 11 oder to 
get out all superfluous water. By this means not only was 
considerable weight saved but the butter did not beco ne 
so had in the cold. On the whole it must be sad that 
our menus included considerable vaiety, and we wee never 
s ibjected to that sameness of food whic 1 former s cdge expc- 
dt’ons have compla‘ned so muciof, Viaally, we always had 
ravenous appetites, and always thought our meals as delic 15 
as they could be 

Our medicine ches? cors'sted, on this occasion, of a I ttle 

_ bag, contaimmng, naturally, only the most absolutely neces ay 

drugs, etc, Some splints and some ligatu es, and plaster of 
Pans bandages, tor possible broken legs aid a1 ns, apenent 
pills and Jaudanum for derangements of the stomach, which 
wele never required; chloroform in cise of an amputation 
fo. example, from fiost bite, a couple of small glasses of 
cocaine m solut on for snow blindiess (aso unused), diops 
for toothache, cabolic acd, 1odoform give a couple of 
curved needles, and some silk for sewiig tp wotrd:, a 
scalpel, two artery tweezers (also for amputat on,), aid a few 
other sundries. Happily our medic'nes were haidly ever 
required, except that the lgatwes and bandages cane in 
very handily the follow 1g winter as wicks for om tainol 
lamps Still better for this purpose however, 1s N colaysen’s 
plaster, of whic: we had taken a supply for possible broke 
collai bones. Toe ayer of wax we sciap)ed Cuef lly off, aid 
found it most satisfactory for caulking om lethy kayaks, 
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LIST OF TIE CQUIPMLNT, 
Suevex No x (with Nanseas Kayanp 
Lis 
Kayak. ql 
Pp pp (for pumping bayaks in case of teakajre) » 
fone . . . . « 


Re and gi geological ha pmer . . . 
Gi v and case 
‘Two sna! wooden rods | elonging to cooker. 


‘TL vwodolie aid case . ' 
Three reserve cross peces f 1 dudges . 
Some p eccs of woud . . . . . 
Harpoon hne . . ’ , , . 
Tir gv ters . . . . . 
Tive balls of cord . 


Coo ver, with two mgs ladle, and two spoons 
Petroleum lamp (1 ums) . . 
Fochet flisk 

Bag, with sundry arti les of call ing” ' 
Biket . . 


& rsey « . 
inn shoes f led with g gris 

Cap for fittiig over ope ung 12 hayak 
Ove par komager 


i air kayak gloves and one harpoc 1 
aie my 
One waterproof sea shin kayak overcoat . 
Tool bag . . 


Brg of sewing mater als “inch “ng sa maker's 
palm, sail needles and other stindres . ‘ 


Three Norwegia flags ’ 
Medic nes, &c. . . 

Vhotographic camera . . 

One cassette anc ore tin box of fis se 
One wooden cup . 


Ose rope {for lashing kayak to s edge) 
Pieces of rendeer shn to pesert kayaks from 


chafing . . . . . ‘ 
Wouden shovel . , ’ 
S owshoe staff with dise at bottoms ‘ 
Ore bimboo stat, . . . 


‘Two oak stafis 

Seven reserve dog hainesses and iyo rove ve 
hant og 1epes . 

O1¢ col of rope . 

Tour bamboo | 0 ¢s, for » asts aid for steering 
sledges . 1 . . ‘ . 


BOWRDA COG KHHOONR ONE YL 


Pew nw BOWRROD Nous 


On 
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SLEDGE No. 1 continted, 


One bag of read . . 
3 whey oonder. 
e st gir . 
” alla ninous flour. 
7 Nine juice tablets. 


. 
. 
. 


Trame food stamina ablets 


As boat's gt ps, Upon the sec ges were — 


T ree sac<s of pemm can {toyether) 
pigétm 


One sack * feverpostet or 
calls liver ’ ee 


eof 


Siepce No 2, On ths were cunted i1 


Albuminous flour 


Wheat lour «. ’ . 
Whey powder, 5 coe 
Cornflotr se 
Sugar + . . . . 
Vril food ’ . . 
Australian pemnicin . 
Chocolrte oo. soe 
Qat neat . . 


Dried red whortleberrics . . 


Two sacks of wh te bread (together) 


One sack of aleuronate bievd 


’ 
. 


* Specnil food’ (a mitre of pea fier, mert 


powder, fat, &e y . . 
Butter . . 
Tish flour (Vage’ ) . . 
Dried potatoes ’ . 


One reindee: s¢n sleeping bag 


Two steel wire ropes, with coupes fr twen y 


eght dogs « 
One pur hicco } siow shoes . 
Weight of ledge 5 ' . 


. 


Lls 


denn 


238 
93 


she gy 
Los 


Sreper No 3 (with Johawens Kyah) 


Kayak . 


Two pieces of reindeer ski a, lo Prevent chifing 


A supply of dog shoes. 


One Lski no shooti ig sledge wi 'h gal rt wended 


for possible seal-shoot ng 01 the ice) 


‘ 


Lis 
41 
1 
I 


075 
5 
5 


3 
12 
10 


7 
I 


1g 


sicks 


ors 


aOOneS 
xn sdun, 


a 


tot 


427 


K 


we OnuAtwars a 


BRE GKONNONCH, 


Rot 


290 
39:0 
155 

2 


oO 


ig 


K Los 
8 
o8 
045 


ar73 
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Stnper NC 3° conte ced 


Two dedgesuls . . . ’ ‘ 

Lunp 

Oar blides {made of canvas stretched on fran eo, 
ard ntended to be Inshed to the s 1owshoe- 
2 bats) . . . 

ri ok : a 

Net (for catch ng cnstacer in he $e1) 

One pair § ko nage 

Water rroof kayak overcoat of sea as 1 

Yun ga ters ‘ 

Two reserve pieces of wood =. 

Two tris of petroler n (about § gel at 9} 

Several reserve s row shoe faster ngs 

Lantern for changing p ves, &. 

Arlifier a glass horzon =. . 

Beg wats wurds aud Nau cal Ab neracy 

Pochet sextant ‘ . . 

Two prchets of matches « 

One reseive shect of German ilyer (for repay ng 
p ates under sledge runners) 

Pitch .. 5 . ‘ 

Two m nimum thermometers a cases . 

‘Three quicksilver ther nometers 11 cases 


swe en's, 


. 

Onecomprss . “. 4 + . 

One alu vinium comprss . . . 
telescope ‘ 

. Sennegraes ” or sedge for Tiin shots. 

Bag with cartridges . 


Leather pouch with reserve shoul 1 rec ust es, 
parts for gun lochs reserve cochs bal s, 
powder, &e 

Letther pouch with glass bottle, Ole Spl on and 
five perels . 

Bag with savigation tables Naiteal Ala imrel, 


cards, &e 
Tn boa wth da es eters photog naphs, 
obse salior jotrias &e . 
One ca? for covering hole in dech of ‘e kayak 
One sicc of meat ciccoltte —, ° . . 
Onebigofsou.2 : . . ‘ 
” cocoa . . 
” fsh flow . . 
PY) wheil flo r , ’ . 
> chocolate . 
’ cr neal y . . 
on vil-food, 6 6 : ‘ 


Lbs 
2 


Oo 


> 
ooco~odoce~coNe 


Foneoocca 


R 


Oo w 


8 


Bee bewoiow 


Fd | 
1 
14 


AN ORYETON GORGKG IOV 
WON 


AR OOAUA NNAsN Ke aw 


106 


Ko 
12 


04 


coo0o00&oo~ca 
BE Beene sOce 
SS. SSSR RACKS 
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We Make a Start 19 


Sunoun Nu 3. contrast?! 
Lis a In tes 
As qip «on the sledge were — 


Ore sick of oatmeal. ‘ . ' a) os. 132 
Re ite can . 114 I 2°53 
w ver FP pate™ ¢ ‘ ’ Miia 505 


Abst of our dogs aud ther we gits on tail ng n iy be of 
interest 


Tks Koo. 
Kv ¢ . . . . . . p 357 
Trea . . e 50 227 
Biutua oo. , . © 49h 225 
Siggen . . . + GIA 230 
Vb . . ’ 594 270 
Rarrabas . ‘ . 64 asa 
Giley . . . Co} 273 
liven . Gry 200 
Barnet, . ’ . 39 177 
Sultan . . . 6h 310 
Klappe s ingen . 594 270 
Blok . . ’ 59 acy 
Bye kt . . . . 38 173 
Sjo get. . . ° jo 180 
Katia ee Oe : » 45h 9 207 
uals 7 . . . a 210 
Av) egere 1 see «3 75 
Potifas A . . . 57 260 
Storravei . ‘ 70 38 
Isl jon ‘ . > 6tg 250 
L lereve . a 59 267 
Ky idfo vt . 57 260 
Perpett . 63 286 
Buo . ‘ 604 27 § 
Russen ’ . . 53 265 
Kufas . 9 ang 
Ucit . 57 200 


Pun ‘ ’ a, 05 29 § 
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CHAPIER IV. 
Wer say Goon nyt To 1HE “ RAM.” 


Av fast by mid day, on March r4th, we finally left the Aram, 
to the noise of a tiundering salute. For the third tune fare. 
wels and mutual good wishes were exchanged, Some of our 
comrades came a little way with us, but Sverdrup soon tuned 
back in ordei to be on woard for dinner at x o'clock. It was 
on tre top of a hummock .hat we two said good bye to each 
other , tie Aram was Sying behind us, and I can remember 
how I stood watching him as he strode easily homewards on 
his snowshoes, I half wished I could turn back with him 
and find myself again in the warm saloon; I knew only too 
well that a life of toil lay before us, and that it would be many 
a long day before we should again sleep and eat undei a com- 
foitable 100f; but that that time was go’ng to be so long as’ 
it really proved to be none of us then had any idea We all 
thought that eithe: the exped’tion would succeed, and that 
we should return home that same year, or that it would not 
succeed 

A little whi e after Sverdi 1p had ictt us, Moystad a so fou d 
it necessary to tur1 back. Te had thought of going with us 
till the neat day, but hs heavy wolfskin trousers were, as he 
wi euphemust cally expressed it, “almost full of sweat, and he 
must go back to the fire on board to get dry.” Hansen, 
Henr ksen, and Pettersen were then the only o1es teft, and 
they laboured along cach » th his load on his back It was 
difici lt for them to keep up with us on the Mat ice, so quickl} 
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did we go, but whei we came to picssu eridges we wee 
brought to a sta idstill and the sledges had to 1¢ helped over 
“4 one place the ndge was so bad that we had to cany tie 
sledges a long way, When, after considerable trouble, we had 
managed to get over it, Peter shook his head reflectvely, and 
said to Johansen that we should meet plenty more of tie 
same kind and have enough hard work before we had cate) 
suffic ent of the loads to make the sledges run hghtly, Just 
here we came upon a long stietch of bad ice, and Peter 
became more and more concerned for our fitme, but towaruls 
evening matters improved, and we advanced more ipid y 
When we stopped at 6 oclock the odometer registered a good 
7 mies, which was not so bad for a fist days wok, We 
had a cheerful evening in om. tert, which was just about bg 
enough to hold all five. Pettersen, who had caeited himself 
and become overheated on the way, shivered and groaned 
while the dogs were being tied up and fed, and the teit 
ptched He, however, found existence cons derably brighter 
when he sat inside it, in his warm wolf skim clothes, with a 
pot of smoking chocolate before him, a big lump of butter in 
one hand and a biscutt in the other, and exclaimed, “Now I 
am living | ke a price” He thereafter discoursed at length 
on the exalting thought that he was sitting in a tent in the 
middle of the Pola Sea Poor felow, he had begged and 
prayed to be allowed to come with us on ths expedton; he 
would cook for us and make himself gencral y useful, both 
as a tin and blacksmith, and then, he sad, three would be 
company, I iegretted that I could not tace mote tian one 
compinion, and he had deen m th@ depths of woe for several 
days, but now found comfort in the fact that 1¢ had, at any 
rate, come part of the way with us, and wis oct on this great 
desert sea, for, as he said, “not many people have done 
hat.’ 

“ The others had no sleeping big with them, so they made 
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tiemselyes a casy little hut of snow, into which they crawled 
im then wolf skin garments, and had a toleiably good mght. I 
was awake early the neat morning; but when I ciept out of 
the tent I found that somcbo ly else was on his legs before me, 
aid this was Pettersen, who, awakened by the cold, was now 
wilkiig tp aid down to warm his stiffened Lmbs IIe had 
t ied it now, he said, he nevcr should have thought t possible 
to sleep in the snow, but it had not been hilf bad. He would 
not quite admit that he had been cold, and that that was the 
reason why he had tuined out so early =Then wel ad ou last 
pleasant breakfast together got the sledges ready, har iessed 
the dogs, shook hands with om compaiions, and, w thout 
many words betig uttered on ether side, stated out inta 
solitude Pete: siook bis head sonowfully as we went off 
I turned tound when we had gone some little way, and saw his 
fgiie on the top of the hummock , he was still looking after 
us IIs thoughts were probably sad; peihaps he be teved 
that he had spoken to us for the Jast time 

We found laige expanses of flat ice, and covered the giot nd 
quickly, farthe: and farther away fiom our comrades, into the 
unknown, where we two aloie and the dogs weie to wander 
fo. months The Jams ngging had disappeared long age 
behiid the margn of the ice We often came on piled v1 
rdges and ureven ice, whe ¢ the sledges had to be helpe: 
and sometimes cauied over It often happened too, tha 
they capsized altogether, and it was only by dint of stienuo « 
hauling that we 1 ghted then again. Somewhat eahaustec 
by all this hard work, we, stopped finally at 6 o'clock 11 the 
cyening, and had then gone about 9 m es dut ng the day 
They we e not qu te the marches I had reckoned on but we 
hoped that by degiees the sledges would become 1 ghter, anc 
the ice bette: to travel over ‘Lhe latter, too, seems to have 
been the case at first, On Sunday, Mare1 17th, I sayin my 
day. “The ice appears to he more even the fartier noith we 
get; came across a lane, however, yesterday which necessitated 
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a long detom.* At half past sx we had do1e about g m es 
As we had just reached a good camprg ground and tie 
dogs were tired, we stopped Lowest temperate list nig it, 
—45°Tahr ( 428°C)? 

The ice continued to become more ever d uing the follow 
ing days, and ou maiches often amounted to 14 miles or moie 
in the day Now and the a msfoiture m ght ha pen wich 
detamed us, as, for instance, one day a sharp spike of ice which 
was standing up cuta hoe ima sack of fish Mow, ard all the 
dehcious food ian out It took us moie tan an hour to 
collect it all again and 1epar the damages ‘Lhe1 the odo 
meter got broken through being jammed in some uneven ce, 
and it"took some houis to mend it by a process of lish ng 
But on we wert northwards, often over great, wide ice pla 1s 
wluch scemed as if they must stictch ught to whe Polc 
Sometimes it happe red that we passed though placcs where 
the tce was “ wiusually massive, with high hummocks, 50 tiat 
it looked like undulating country covered wli stow” ‘Tis 
was undoubtedly very old ice, which had di fted in the Pola 
Sea for a long time on its way fiom the Siberar Sca Lo the 
east coast of Greenland, and must have been su sjectud yeu 
after yem to severe pressure Tigh hummocks aid mourds- 
are thus formed, which summet after summer ae putially 
melted by the rays of the sun, aid agai in the winters 
covered with great ditfts of snow so thal trey asstme for ns 
*which resemble ice-hills, rather than piles of sea- ce result ag 
fiom upheaval, 

Wednesday, Maich 2ot), my diuy says: “Beauti‘ul 
werther for travelling 1 with fife sursets, but somew mt 


co 





*Tt was not alysidle fi nisy reasons te cost the Jans ite 
kayahs naw t at the tempuatne wis sc low Lver thewite oe 
fines had net new y always beer covered wt} a nore or so ties Jayer 
of ice, the cayaks world Fave vecome meiheaah wo cinnedae 
fecaing of the water wich would hive cutered tic fer they proved 
to be not absolutcly rupervious, and this ice we Fadl aci ne mein of 
dislodging 

G2 


84 Chapta: IV 


cold, paiticulaily 11 the bag at mghis (it was 418° and 
— 436" Lam, or — 41° and 42” C,). ihe ice appeas to 
be getting mote even the father we advance, and in some 
places it 1s 1he travell ng over ‘inlandice’ If this goes on 
the whole th 1g will be done in no time” That day we lost 
our odomete:, and as we did not find it out till some t me 
afterwards and I did not know how far we might have to go 
back, I thought it was not wo th wh le to return and look for. 
It was the cause, however, of our only bemg able subsequently 
to guess approximately at the distaice we had gone during the 
day. We had another mishap, too, that day This was that 
one of the dogs (it was “ Livjegeten’) had become so ill that 
he could not be diiven any longei, and we had to let hin go 
loose It was late in the day before we discovered that he 
was not witi us; he had stopped behind at our camping 
ground when we broke up 11 the morning, and I had to go 
back after hin on snow shoes, w uch caused a long delay. 

“Thursday, Maich 21st Nine in the morning, 43 6° 
Tam, or 42°C, (Minmim inthe nght, 47 2° Tahr, 
or — 44° C.) Cle, as it las been every day. Beautiful, 
bright weather , gloiious for t avelling in, but somewhat cold 
at mghts, with the quicks Iver continually fiozen Patching 
Tinn shoes in th’s temperature inside the tent, with one’s nose 
slowly freezing away, 1s not all pure enjoyment’ 

“Friday, March 2and, Splendid tce for getling over; things 
go better and beite: Wide expanses, with a few pressure 
ridges now and then, but passable everywhere Kept at it 
yesterday from about halfpast eleven in the moining to half 
past eght at night did 2 good 21 miles I hope We 
should be m about lalittde 85° The oly dsigicenble 
thing to face now is the cold. Our clothes aie transformed 
more and move into a cu tass of ice dti ng the day, and wet 
bandages at night ‘The blaikcts hkew se. The sleep 1g bag 
gets heavier and heavier fiom the mo stue which freezes on 
the hair side The same clear settled weather eve y day. 
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We are both longing now foi a change; a few clouds and 
little more mildness would be welcome.” The temperatt re in 
the might, ~ 443° Fahy (— 427? C). Ly an observat or 
which I took Jater in the forenoon, out fatitude that diy 
proved to be 85° 9’ N. 

“Satuiday, March 23rd On account of observation, lash- 
‘ig the loads on the sledges, patching bags a1d other occupy 
tions of a like kind, which are no joke in ths low temperature, 
we dd not manage to get off yesteiday before 3 o'clock im the 
a’‘ternoon. We stuck to it tll n ve im the evening, when we 
stopped in some of the woist ice we have scen lately. Our 
days maich, however, had lain across several la ge tracts of 
level sce, so I think that we made 14 mules or so all the same, 
We have the same bulhant sunshme , but ycsterday afternoon 
the wind fiom the nouth east, which we haye had for the last 
few days, increased, and made itiather raw 

“We passed over a large frozen pool yesterday evening , it 
looked almost like a large lake.” It could not have been long 
sitice this was formed, as the ice on it was st ll quite thin. It 
is wonderful that these pools can fom up there at that time of 
the year, 

From this time forwaid there was an end of the flat ice 
which if had been simple enjoyment to travel ovet , and now 
we had often great d fhiculues to cope with On Sunday, 
Mach 24th, 1 wi te —‘ Ice not so good; yestaday was a 
had day, but we made a few mies, not more, though, thar 
seven, Tam afiad., This cont wal liftng of the heay Jy- 
loaded sledges ts calculated to bicak ones back, but better 
titics ate coring, pehaps. Tne co'd is also apprecus'e, 
alwiys the same, but yesterday f was incieated by t1¢ ad mix- 
ture of considerable wind from the north cast We halted 
about half past nine in the cyening It ts perceptib e how the 
days lengthen, aid how much later the sun sets; im a few 
days? time we shall have the midnight sun 

“We killed ‘ Livyegeten’ yesterday evening, and hard work 
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t was skinning him” = Ths was the fist dog wh'ch had to be 
killed , but many came afterwards, and it was some of the 
most disagrecwwie work we had on the jouney, particular y 
now at the beginning, when st was so cold When tus first 
dog was dismembeied and given to the others, many of them 
went suppeiless the whole ught m preference to touchiig the 
meat ut as tre days went by and they beca ne mo e won 
out, they learicd lo arpicciate dogs flesh, and liter on we 
were not eve i so considerate as to skin the butchered annnal, 
but seived it har and alt. 

The following day the ice was occasionally somewhat better , 
but as a 1ule it was bad, and we became mote and more won. 
out with the never ending wok of helping the dogs, righting 
the sledges evely time they capsized, ard hauling or cauyiig 
them bodily Over hummocks and equalities of the ground, 
Sometimes we weic so sleepy 11 the evenings that our eyes 
shut and we fell asleep as we went along. My head would 
diop, and I would be awakened by suddenly falling forwaid 
on my snowshoes. Then we would stop, after having found 
a camping ground behind a hummock or ridge of ice, where 
there was some shelter fiom the wind, While Johaysen looked 
after the dogs, it generally fell to my lot to pitch the tent, fill 
the cooke: with ice, light the burne: and stat the supper as 
quickly as possible This generally consisted of “Jobscouse ” 
one day, made of pemmican and dued potatoes , another day 

f a soit of fish 1issole substance known as fiskegiatin ” in 
an and in this case composed of fish meal, flour, and 
yutte*» A third day it would be pea, bean, o1 Ientil soup, with 
neact and pemmican Johansen preferred the “lobscouse,” 
eget had a werkness for the “fiskegiatin” As time went 

however he came over to my way of thinking, and the 
Chaidogtat n” took precede ce of everything else, 

As kyon as Johansen had finished wth the dogs, and the 
differenit receptacles co itai ing the ingredients and erta leg 
for breakliagt and supper we e biought in, as well as our bigs 
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with private necessities, the sleeping bags were spread ort, tre 
tent door carefully shut, and we crept ito the beg to thaw om 
clothes, Lhis was not yeiy agiceable work, Du ng ue 
course of the day the damp exhalations of the body had little 
by little become condensed 1n our outer garments which we e 
now a mass of ice and tansformed into compicte suits of icc. 
armour, They weie so baid and stiff that af we had oaly beer 
able to get them off they could have stood by themselves, and 
they ciackled audibly every time we moved ‘These clothes 
we ¢ so st ff that the sleeve of my coat actually mb ed deep 
sores In my wists during om maiches, o1e of these sos 
the one on the night hand got fost b tten, the woind g cw 
deeper aid deeper, and neatly reached the bone It icc to 
protect it with bandages, but not uit! late m the summer dd 
it heal, and I shall probably have the scar for life When we 
got ito our sleeping bags in the evening our clothes began to 
thaw slowly, and on this process a considerable amount of 
physical heat was expended, We packed ourselves { ght ito 
the bag, and lay with our tecth chattering for an hour, or an 
hour and a half, before we became awae of a hitle of tic 
waimth in our bodies wh ch we so saicly receded. At last om 
clothes became wet and pliant only to fiecze again a few 
minutes afte: we had tuined out of the bag m the morning, 
There was no question of getting these clothes died on the 
journey so long as the cold lasted, as moc and mote moistuie 
fiom the body collected in them. 

How cold we were as we lay there shivering in the hag, 
wailing for the supper to be ready I wio was cook, was 
obliged to keep myself mote or less awihe to see to the 
culnary operations, and sometinits I sueceeded At last the 
supper was 1cady, was pot oned out aid, as always, tasled ” 
del cious. These occasions were the supieme mo nents of our 
existence, moments to which we looked foward the whole 
day long, But sometimes we were so weary that out cyes 
closed, and we fell asleep with the food on its way to our 
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nouths, Our hands would fall back inammate with the 
poons in them and the food fly out on the bag. After 
upper we generally permitted ourselves the luxury of a 
ttle extra drink, consisting of water, as hot as we could 
wallow it, in which whey-powder had been dissolved. 
{t tasted something hike boiled milk, and we thought it 
vonderfully comforting; it seemed to warm us to the very 
onds of our toes. Then we would creep down into the bag 
ygain, buckle the flap caiefully over our heads, he close 
oget ier, and soon sleep the sleep of the just, But even in 
sur dieams we went on ceaselessly, grinding at the sledges 
ind dnying the dogs, always noithwatds, and I was often 
awakened by heaitng Johansen calling in his steep to “ Pan,” 
on “Barrabas,’ or “ Kiapperslangen ’. ‘ Get on, you devil, 
you. Go on, you brutes! Sass, sass!* Now the whole 
ching is going over.” and exec.ations less fit for reproduc 
on, until I went to sleep again 

In the morning, as cook, 1 was obliged to tun out to 
prepaie the breakfast, which took an hours time, As a 
cule, 1t consisted one mointng of chocolate, bread, butter, 
and pemmican; another of oatmeal porridge, or a compo. nd 
of flour, water, and butter, i imitation of our “butter. 
sornidge” at home ‘This was washed down with milk, made 
of whey powder and water. The breakfast ready, Johansen 
was roused; we sat up in the sleeping bag, one of the blankets 
was spread out as a table cloth, and we fell to work. We had 
1 coinfortable breakfast, wiote up ow diaries, and then had to 
think about start ng But how trred we sometimes were, and 
now often would I nut hase given anything to be able 

ao 

.o creep ta the bottom of the bag again and sleep tie 
zlock round, It seemed to me as if ths must be the 
greatest pleasure im life, but our business was to figait or 
yay noithwaids always noithwaids. We performed o 1 





* Used by the Lapps to ther dogs. —7? aus, 
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toilets, and then came the going out into the cold to get 
the sledges ready, disentangle the dogs’ traces, huness the 
animals, and get off as quickly as possible. J went first to 
find the way through the uneven ice, then came the sledye 
with my kayak, The dogs soon learned to follow, but at 
every unevenness of the giound they stopped, and if one 
could not get them all to start again at the same time by 
a shout, and so pull the sledge ovei the difficulty, one had 
to go back to beat o1 help them, according as circumstances 
necessitated. Then came Johansen with the two other sledges, 
always shouting to the dogs to pull harder, always beatmmg them, 
and himself hauling to get the sledges over the ter ble ridges 
of 1ce It was unden able cruelty to the poor ammals from 
first to last and one must often look back on it with honor 
Tt makes me shudder even now when I think of how we 
beat them mercilessly with thick ash sticks when, hadly able 
to move they stopped from shee: exhaustion, It made ones 
heart bleed to see them, but we turned our eyes away and 
hardened ourselves. It yas necessary; forwaid we must go 
and to this end everjthing else must give place It is the 
sad pait of expeditions of this kind that one systematical y 
kills all better feelings, until only hard hearted ego sm remains 
When T think of all those splendid animals, tol ig for us 
without a murmur, as long as they could straia a muscle, 
never getting any thanks or even so much as x kind word, 
daily wuthing under the lash watil the time carre when they 
could do no more and death fiecd them from their pangs— 
when I think of how they wore left beh id, one by one, 
there on those desolate 1ce-ficlds, which had been witness lo 
their faithfulnesy and devotion, I have moments of bitter sclt- 
reproach 

It took us two alone such a long time to pitch the tent, 
feed the dogs, cook, etc. in the evening, and then break up 
againgand get ready in the morning, that the days never 
seemed long enough if we weic to do ptoper cays’ marches, 
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and, besides, get the sleep we 1equucd at nght But when 
the n‘ghts became so ight, st was not so necessary to 
keep regular hours any longe:, aid we stared when we 
pleased, whether il was n ght or day. We stopped, too, when 
it suited us, and took the sleep which might be neccssuy 
for ourselves and the degs, I tued to make it a rule that 
our maiches wete to be of nine or ten homs’ dation 11 
the middle of the day we generally had a est aid somethi ig 
to eat, as a rule bread and butter, wih a hile pemmican 
o1 liver paté These diinets were a bitter tial We used 
to tly and find 1 good sheltcred pace, and somet mes even 
rolled ouselvcs up in cur blankets, but all the same the 
wind cut 1ight through us as we sat on the sledges cating 
our meal Sometimes, agam, we spread the sleeping bag 
out on the ice, took our food with us, and crept well in, but 
even then did wot succe*d in thawing entre at of our cluthes, 
When this was too much fo. 1s we walked up and down 
to keep ourselyes warm, and ate our food as we walked 
Then came the no less bitter task of disentangling the dogs’ 
traces, and we were glad when we could get off aga In the 
afternoon, as a rule, we each had a piece of meat chocolate 
Most Aictic travellers who have gone sledge journeys have 
complained of the socalled Arctic thust, and it has been 
considered an almost unavoidable evil in connection with 
a long jouincy across wastes of snow, It 1s often mcieased, 
too, by the eating of snow. I bad prepared myself for this 
thnst, from which we had also suffered severely when crossing 
Greenland, and had taken with me a couple of ind’arubber 
flasks, which we filed witn, water every moining from the 
cooker, and by cairying in the breast were able to protect 
fiom the cold. To my great astonishment, however, I soon 
discovdtsred that the whole day would often pass by without 
my 8 M&uych as tasting the water in my flask, As time went 
by, the le~ss need did I feel to disk durixg the day and at 
last I gave? up taking water with me altogether. Ifa passing 
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feeling of thirst made itself felt, a prece of fiesh ice, of which, 
as a1ule, there was always some to be found, was sufficient to 
dispel 1t.* The reason why we were spaicd this suffering 
which has been one of the greatest hardsh ps of many sledge 
expeditions, must be att: buted in a great measure to otr 
admnable cooking apparatus By the help of this we were 
able, with the consumption of a minimum of fuel, to mclt 
and boil so much watet every moming that we could dink 
all we wished ‘There was even some left over, as a ile, 
which had to be thrown ayay ‘The same thing was geneta ly 
the case in the even ng, 

“Fr day, Match 2gth We aie grind ng on, but very slowly. 
The ice 1s only tolerable, and not what I expected from the 
begini'ng There are often great ndges of piled up ice of 
dsmal aspect, which take up a gieat deal of time, as one 
must go on ahead to find a way, and, as a ule make a 
gicater or less detour to get over them. In addition, the 
dogs are growing rather slow and slack, and it 15 almost 
impossible to get them on And then this endless disen- 
tangling of the hauling ropes, wth then infernal tvists and 
knots which get worse and worse to undo! The dogs jump 
over, and in between’ one another incessantly, and no sooncr 
has one carefully cleared the hauling :opes, thai they are 
twisted mto a veiitable skem agan  ‘Lhe1 one of the sledges 
1s stopped by a block of ice ‘The dogs how! i npatiently to 
follow then companions m fiont, then one bites thiough a 
trace and staits off on bis own account, pethaps followed by 
one o1 two others, and these must be cavght, ard the traces 
knatted ; there s no time to splice them properly, nor would 
it be a very congen al task in this cold So we go on wher 





* Whereas eating snow muy incietse the above mentioned (cel gz of 
th ist, ind have disagreeable co iseqt ences in other wiys, sic 1 pace 
of ice, which wall soon que ich it, my safely 1¢ resorted lo putict bury 
if at be held in the bind a hittle wh e¢ tefure puteng s¢ 11 the mor h 
Many travellers have, no dot bt, had the sume experience, 
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the ice is uneven, and every hour and a half at least, have to 
stop and disenargle the t.accs 

“We started yesterday about half past ¢ ght in the morning, 
and stopped about five in the afternoon After dinner the 
north casterly wind, which ve have had the whole time, sud 
denly became stronger, and the sky overcast We welcomed 
it wath joy, for we saw in it the sign of a p obable change of 
weather and an end to this perpetual cold and brightness I 
do not think we deceived ouselves either, Yesterday evening 
the temperature had usen to 29 2° Vahr. (~ 34°C.), and 
we had the best mght in the bag we have had for a long time. 
Just now, as Iam getting the breakfast ready, I see that 1t 1s 
clea: again and the sun is shining though the tent wall, 

The ice Wwe ate now travelling over seems, on the whole, 
to be old, but sometimes we come acioss tracts, of consider 
able width, of uneven new ice, which must have been piessed 
up a considerable time I ca inot account for it in any other 
way than by supposing it to be ice from great open pools 
which must haye formed here at one time We have 
traversed pools of this desctption, with level ice on them, 
several times’ That day I took a metidan observation, 
which, however, did not make us farther noith than 85° go! 
I could not understand this; thought that we must be in 
latitude 86°, and, therefore, supposed there must be something 
wrong with the observation, 

“Saturday, March goth, Yesterday was Tycho Biahe’s 
day At first we found much uneven ice and had to stuke 
a,devious route to get thiough it, so that our day’s maich did 
not amount to much, although we kept at ita long time, At 
the end (of it, however, and after considerable toil, we found 
ou selves on splendid flat ice, mote level than it had been fot 
a long tmpe At last, then, we had come or some more of 
the good fold kind, and could not complain -f some rubble 
and row is here and tl ere ; but then we were stopped by 
some iely ‘pressure ridges. of the worst kind formed hv the 
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pack ng of enormous blocks ‘The last 11dge was the worst of 
all, aid before uw yawned a cack 11 the dt cx ce abou 12 fie 
deep When the fist sledge was going over all the dogs fell 
in and had to be hauled up again One of thum—~ Klappet- 
slangen’ slipped his harness and 1an away As‘the next 
sledge was going over 3t fell in bodily, bit happy was not 
smashed to atoms, as it might have beer We had to unload 
it entirely in order to get it up aga a, and then reload, all of 
which took up a great deal of time ‘I 1¢n, too, the dogs had 
to be thrown down and dragged up on the other sde = With 
the third sledge we maniged bette and afier we had gone a 
lttle way farther the runaway dog cxme back. At Inst we 
reached a camping ground, pitched our teit and found thit 
the thermometer showed — 454° Tah, (—43° C.), Ds 
entangling dogtraces in ths temperate with one's baie, 
fiost bitten, almost skinless hands 1s desperate work But 
finally we were im ou dear bag, with the ‘Pumus’ singing 
costly, when, to crown our musfoitunes, I discovered that it 
would not burn, I examiied it everywhere, but cold fird 
nothing wrong. Johansen hid to tt11 out and go and fetch 
the tools and a reserve buiner, whle I studied the cooker 
At last I discovered that some ice had got mm under the } d, 
ind this had caused a leakage, Tinally we got it to! ght, and 
it 5 o'clock m the momng the peasoup was ieady, and 
very good it wis At three in the afternoon I was tp agan 
ooking §=‘Thank Heaven, it 1s warm aid comfortable in the 
sag, or this sort of | fe would be intoleitble 

“Sunday, March gist Yesterday, at last, came the long: 
uished for change of weather, with southetly wind and 1s ng 
emperature, Unily this moining the thermometcr shower 

22°Tahr (30° C,), regular summer weather, m fiel. It 
‘as, therefore, with lightened hearts that we set off over good 
ce, and with the wind at ou backs On we went ata very 
air pace, aid everything was going well, whe1 a lane suddenly 
pened just in front of the fist sledge, We managed to gut 
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this over by the ©, 1 of out ice hh, but jest as we were go ig 
to cross the lane agi after the other sledges a laige piece of 
icé broke under Johansen, and he fel n, wett’ng both legs— 
adcploatbe incdent Wale the line was giadually open ng 
more and more, I wert up and down it to find a way over, but 
without success IIcre we we ¢, w th one man aida sledge 
on one side, two sledges and a wet man on the otha, with 
an evawdenng nie between ‘The kayaks could not be 
lau ached, as, though the fiequent capsiziig of the sledges, 
tocy had got holes 11 them, aid for tie time be og Wee 
useess ‘I'his was a chec fu. prospect for the night; Io. one 
side with the teat, Johaise1 probably fiozen stiff, on the 
other At last, afler a long detour, I foind a way over; and 
the sledges were conveyed acioss. It was out of the questio1, 
howevet to attem rt to go on as Tohansen’s nether extiemit es 
were a mass of ce and 18 oyeials so toin that extensive 
lepalts were necessary.” 
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“Turspay, Apul 2nd ‘Yicie ae many different kinds of 
d fliculty to overcome on this journey, but the worst of al 

pethaps, 1s getting all the tufles done and staitng off In 
site of my being up by 7 o’clock o1 Monday evening to do 
the cookiig, it was nearly two ths moini g before we got 
clear of ow camp'ng ground. ‘The load on Johanse1’s sledge 
had to be relashed, as the contents of one gr p had been eater 
up, and we had to put a sack of bread in its place Another 
gp had to be sewn together, as t was lIetking pemm car 
Then the sledge fiom which the biead sack had been takey 
had to be lashed secure again, and whre we had the ropes 
undone it was just as well to get ot a supply of potatoes # 
During this operation we discoveied that there was a hole in 
the fish-flour sack, which we tied up but no sooner had we 
done so, than we found aiother a ge me whics requ’red 
sewing. When we came to pack the potato sack this too Fad 
a hole in it, whch we tied up and so o1, ‘Then the dogs’ 
traces had to be disentangled, the whole thng was in ai 
meauicable muddle, aid the knots and tvists im tie icy 





* We always hept a st pply of ovr varo ¢ pros sio stismal bi, iv le 
the *ayrhs, so thit we coud get out whatever wey unted fore 1 ¢ ely 
consumpt on w thont undo ng the big sacks, wuch were sewn t por sea rely 
fastener m other ways, + 
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frozen rope got worse and woise to deal with. Johansen 
made haste aid patched his trousers before bicakfast. The 
south wnd had become whit on board the Zam we should 
have called a ‘m Il breeze’ (fe, 19 to 23 feet in the second) , 
and, wth this at our bick, we stated off in diving snow, 
Iverythmg went splend dly at first, but then came one 
pressure 1dge after anothcr, and cach one was worse than the 
last. We had a long halt for dinner at e ght or nine tn the 
morning, after hav'ng chosen ourselves a sheltcred place in 
the lee of a 1'dge We spread out the sleeping bag crept 
down into tt with our food, and so tired was I that I went to 
sleep with 1¢1n my hand I dreamed I was in Norway, and 
on a visit to some peopl2 I had only seen once in my life 
before It was Christmas Day, and I was shown into a great 
empty room, where we were intended to dine. The room was 
very cold, and I shiverec, but there were already some hot 
dishes steaming on the table, and a beautiful fat goose. ITow 
unspeakably did I look forward to that goose, Then some 
other visitors began to arrive, I could sce them through the 
window, and was Just goig out to meet them, when I stumbled 
into deep snow How it all happened, in the muddle of the 
dining room floor, I know not. The host laughed in an 
amused way, and I woke up and found myself shiver’ng ma 
sleeping bag on the driftice in the far north, Oh, how 
miserable I felt We got up, packed our things silent y 
together, and started off Not until 4 o'clock that afteinoo1 
did we stop, but everything was dull and cheeiless, and it was 
long before I got over my disappointment. What vou d I aot 
have given for that dinner, vr for one hour in the room, cold 
as it was 

“The ridges and the lanes which had frozen together again, 
with rubble on e ther side became worse and worse, Mah ng 
one’s way through these new ridges is desperate work One 
cannot use snowshoes, as there is too little snow between the 
piled up blocks of ice, and one must wade along without them, 
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It is also imposs ble to see anyth 1g mths thick weuher 
everything 1s white—iriegu’artt es and holes, and rie apucs 
between the blocks me covered with a thin, deceptive layer of 
snow, which lets one crashing through into cracks aid pitfals 
so that one 1s lucky to get off withott a broken leg, It 1 
necessary to go long distances on ahead in order to find a 
way , sometimes one must scarch11 one d cct on, sometimes 
11 another, and then back again to fetch tre <ledges, with the 
result that the same ground is gone over maly times Yestcr 
day, when we stopped, I really was done ‘The worst of it al, 
though, was that when we fnally came to a standsull we had 
been on the move so long that it was too late to w id up om 
watches Johansen’s had stopped altogetha: , mine wast cking, 
and happ ly still going when 1 wound it up, so I hope that 1t 15 
all night Lwelve nud day, ~24°6° Lam. ( gr5°C) Clear 
weather south easterly wind (13 feet m the second) 

“The ice seems to be getting woise and woise, aid I am 
beginning to have doubts as to the wisdom of keep ng north 
wards too long 

“Wednesday, Apt l grd Got under way yesterday about 
three in the afternoon ‘Lhe snow was in fils. 1ate conditior 
after the south-east wind, which coitimued blowing tll late 11 
the day The ice was tolerably passable and everything 
looked moie promising ; the weather was fine, and we made 
good piogress, But afte: several level tracts with old humpy 
ice, came some very uneven ones, intersccied by lanes and 
pressure ridges as usual Matters did not giow any better as 
time went on, and at midnight 01 soon after we were slopped 
by some bad ice and a newly frezcn lane which world not 
bear, As we should have had to make a Icng detour, we 
encamped, and Russen was killed (thts was the second dog to 
go). ‘Lhe meat was divided into 26 portions, but eight dogs 
icfused 1t, and had to be given pemmican The ice ahead 
docs not look inviling. These ridges are enot gh to make one 
despair, and there seems to be no prospect of t ungs bettering, 
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T tuned out at nidd ty and took a mcidhin obs sation, which 
makes usin 85° 59’ N. It ts astonis ung that we have not got 
faithei ; we sce n to toil all we can, but without mtch progress 
Beg nuing to dou st scuously of the advisability of continutig 
notthwards much loiger It ig thee times as fu to Tian, 
Josef Land as the distince we have now come — Low may the 
ice bein that diiectio1? = We can hadly count on its bemg 
better thai here, or our piogress quicker, ‘Then,-too the 
shape and extent of Vans Josef Land ate unknown, and may 
cause Us consideiable delay, and perhaps we shall not be able 
to find any game just at once. I have long seen that it 1s 
impossible to reach the Pole itself or its immediate verity 
over such ice as tus, and with these dogs If only we had 
mote of them. Whit would I not give now to have the 
Olenck dogs? We must turn soonet or later But ag it 1s 
only a question of time, could we not turn it to better account 
in Fiai Josef Lané than by travelling over this duift ice, 
which we have now had a good opportunity of learning to 
know? In all probabuity at will be exactly the same night to 
the Pole. We cannot hope to reach any considerable distance 
h gher before time compels us to turn We certainly ought 
not to watt much longer ‘Twelve midday, ~~20 8° Tahr 
(~29°'4° C), clear weatier, 3 feet wind fiom east; twelve 
mudnig it, ~29 2° Falu. (~34° C.) clear and still.” 

It became more and more of a riddle to me that we did not 
make greater piogiess noithwads YF kept on calculating and 
addmg up our marches as we went along, but always with the 
same result; that 1s ta say, provided only the ice weie stl, we 
niust be far a rove the eigaG§ s xta paaleh Tt was becomiuyy 
only too clear to me, 10wever, that the ice was moving soit 
wards, and that i its capricious duft, at the meicy of wind ard 
ctuent, we had our worst enemy to combat. 

“Friday, Apul 5ih Began ou maich at three yesterday 
morning The ice, however, was bad, with lanes and ridges, 
so that our piogicss was but htile, These lanes, with rubble 
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thrown up on cach side, are our despar It is like driving 
over a tract of rocks, and delays us tatibly, Fust I must go 
oa ahead to find a way, and then ge. my sledge thongh, 
then, perhaps, by way of a change, one falls into the wate , 
yesterday I fell through twice If I wak hard im finding 1 
way and g iding my sledge over rough places, Johansen 1s no 
better off, with his two sledges to look after It is. a tough job 
to get even one of them over ti¢ rubble, to say noth ng of tie 
ridges; but be is a plucky fellow, and no mistuke, and never 
givesin Yesteiday he fell mto the witer again in crossing a 
lane, and got wet up to is knecs I had gone over on my 
snowshoes shortly before, and dd not notce that the ice was 
weak, He came afterwaids without snowshoes walking beside 
one of the sledges, when suddenly the tce gave, and he fell 
thiough Happily he managed to catch hold of the sledge, 
and the dogs, which d:d not stop pulled hm up agar “hese 
baths are not an unmixed pleasure now that there 1s no possi- 
bility of drying or chang ng ones clothes, and one must wear 
a chain mail of ice until they thaw and dry on the body, which 
takes some time in this temperature. I took an observation 
for longitude and a magnetic observation yesterday moiming 
and have spent the whole forenoon today in calculations 
(inside the bag) to find out our exact position, I find om 
latitude yesterday was 86° 2 8'N = This 1s very little, but what 
can we do when the ice 1s what tt is? And these dogs cannot 
work harder than they do poor things, I sigh for the sledge 
dogs from the Olenek daily now, The long tudc for yesterday 
was 98° 47°15", variation 44*4° 

“T bey a tetnink more and fhoc tnat we ought to tum 
back before the time we originally fixed* It is probably 
350 miles or so to Peteamann’s Land (11 point of fact it 
was about 450 miles to Cape Tigely), but it will probably 





* When I left the s ip I had pi rposed to travel northwuds for 50 days, 
for which tine we lac taken provender for the dogs. . 
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take us all we know to get over them. The question resolves 
itself into th.s+ Oigat we not, ft nay rae, taieach 87° NP 
But I doubt wheter we can manage it if the ice does not 
improve 

“Saturday, Apul 6th, ‘Twoam, —114°Talu (24 2°C.) 
The ice grew worse and woise = Yesterday 11 brought me to 
the verge of despan, and when we stopped this morn ng I had 
almost decided to turn back. I will go on one day longer, 
however, to see if the ice 1s really as bad farther northwards as 
It appeais to be from the ridge, 30 feet in height, whee we 
me encamped, We hardly made 4 miles yesterday Lanes, 
ridges and endless rough ice, it looks lice an end ess mor. 11¢e 
of ice blocks, and this continual hfting of the sledges over 
every untegulanty 1s enough to tire out giants. Cunous this 
iubble ice, Tor the most part it 1» not so very massive, aud 
secms as if it had been forced up somewhat recently, for it 1s 
wmcompletely covered with thin, loose snow, through which one 
falls suddenly up to ones middle And thus it extends m le 
after mle northwards, while every now and then thete aie old 
flocs, with mounds that have been rounded off by the action 
of the sun im the summer often very massive ice. ' 

“T am rapidly coming to the conclusion that we are not 
doing any good here We shall not be able to get much 
farther north, and it will be slow work indeed if there be 
much more of this soit of ice towaids Franz Josef Land On 
the other hand, we should be able to make much better use of 
our time there, if we should have any over, 830 pm, 
—29'2° Fahr. (—34° C) 

“Monday, April 8th Né, the ice giew woise and wo se, 
and we got no way Rudge after ridge, and noth ng bat aubble 
to travel oyer, We made a start at two o’clock 01 so this morn 
ig and kept at it as long as we could, lift ng the sledges at 
the time , but it glew too bad at last I went ona good way 
ahead on snowshoes, but saw no 1exsonable prospect of 
advance and from the highest hummocks only the same 
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kind of 1ce was to be seen, It was a veutable chaos of 1ce- 
blocks, stretching as far as the hoizon, There 1s not 1.1.c1 
sense in keeping on longer; we ae sacrificing valta Je 1 ne 
and domg hile If thee be much more such ice betwen 
here and Tianz Josef Land, we shall, indeed, want all the time 
we have, 

“J thérefore determined to stop, and shape our course for 
Cape Fligely. 

“On this northernmost camping ground we indulged im a 
banquet, consisting of lobscouse, bread aid butter, dry choco 
late, stewed ‘tytlebser,’ or red whoitlebeiies and our hot whey 
drink, and then, with a delightful and unfamilia fecling of 
replet on, crept into the deat bag our best friend I took a 
meridian observation yesterday, by which I sce that we should 
be in latitude 86° 10 N, or thereabouts.*, This imonung I 
took an observation for longitude At &go am, —25 6° 
Fah, (~32° C).’ 

“Tuesday, April oth Yesterday’s was our first march 
homewards, We expected the same impracticable ice, but, 
to our amazement, had not gone fai before we came on toler- 
ably good ground, which improved steadily, and, with only a 
few stoppages, we kept at it till this morning We came upon 
ridges, to be sure, but they always allowed themselves to be 
negotiated pretty easily, and we did well Started yesterday 
about two in the afternoon, and kept going ull one this 
morning.” . 

“Thursday, April rrth Better and better, Found nothing 
but beautitul level tracts of ice yesterday with a few midges, 
which were easy to get over, an& some lanes, with you 1g ice 
on, which gave us rather mote trouble. ‘Lhey ran, however, 
about im our direction (om course 15 now tie magietic S, 22° 
W, o1 about the true W.S W), and we could go alongside 
them, At last, however, we had to make a ctossing, and 





* Ths was the ta itude T got bya roigh est mation, bit on further ca cue 
Jation it proved to be 86° 13 6’ N ; the log tude was about 95° E. 


102 Chapter V, 


accomplished it stceess Uy, allhough the ice be rt under us 
and or sledzes mare thin was desnalle. Late in the afters 
noon we came acioss a channel, which we Pioposed to cioss in 
the ame way. We reached the other side with the first sledge 
sifely enough, but not so with the other TTaidly had tie 
loiders of the team got out to the daigerous pla¢e where the 
ice was thmnest, and wicre some water was on the sutface 
when they slopped and warily dipped their paws 11 the water 
‘Then through went one of them, splashing and shuggling to 
get out ‘The ice began lo sink unde the we ght of the other 
dogs and the sledge, and the water came flowng up I 
dragged dogs and sledge back as quickly as possible and suc 
ceeded m driving them all on to the firm ice again im safety, 
We tued once again at another place, I runming over first on 
snowshoes and callug ‘uv the dogs, aud Johansen pushing 
behind but the result was no better than the fist time, as 
‘Suggen’ fell in, and we had to go back. Only after a long 
detour, and very much fagged, did we finally succeed in getting 
the two last sledges over. We were lucky in finding a good 
camping place, and had the warmest mght and the most com. 
fortable (I might almost say cosy) motning spent, be it sa d, 
im tepairs—that we have had on the trip I think we did the 
longest day’s march yeste day that we have yet achteved: about 
1g miles Two in the af ernoon, —17 6° Fahr. (27 6° C.) 
“Saimday, April 13th. We have traversed nothing but good 
ice for three days If ths goes on, the retuin journey will be 
quicker than I thought. I do not undeistand this sudden 
change in the nate of the ice. Can it be that we ae travel 
ling in the same duection with the tiend of the mdges aid 
irregulauties, so that now we go along between then Arstcad 
of having to make our way over them? The lanes we have 
come across seem a)l to poimt to this, they follow ow cowise 
pretty closely, We had the misfortune yesterday to let om 
watches 1un down, the time between our getting into the big 
on the previous night and encamping yesterday was too long, 
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Of couse we wound them up again, but the only tisg [our 
now do to find Gieenwich mean time 1s to lake a time obsciva 
tron «id an observation" fog latitede, aad then csu are tic 
approximate d stance fiom our tuin ng point on Apul 8th, wier 
I took the last observation for longiude By us meas the 
eicor will hardly be great 

“T conclude that we have not gone less thin 14 miles a diy 
on an average the last thice days, aid have coiseqiciy 
advanced go or more m les ura dicctian S 22° W. (magtict ¢) 
When we stopped hete yesterday ‘Buba a’ was hallud ‘These 
slaughtermgs are not very pleasant ep scdes Clem weather , 
at 6 30 ths morn ag -- 22°Talu ( 30°C), wand south (6 ta 
9 feet) 

“Apu igth Taste: Day, We were unfortunate with 11 1¢8 
yesterday, and they forced us considerably out of out cotrse 
We were stopped at last py a patticu’arly awkwad oie, and 
afte: I had gone alongside it to find a crossi ig for some dista ice 
without sticcess, I thought we had better, m the circumstance: 
ptch our tent aid have a festive Caster Rye, In addition, I 
wished to 1eckon out ot latitude, longitt de, our obsei vat on 
for time, and out vat ation ; it was a question of getting the 
tight time agam as quickly as possible The te t up, and 
Johrnsen attending to the dogs I crept mto the bag, but 
lying thawing im this fiozen receptacle, with frozen clothes and 
shoes, and simultaneously working out an obseivation and 
looking up logar thms, with tender, frost bitten fingers, 1s not 
pleasuable, even if the temperattre be ony — 22° Lahr It 
ag slow work and Taste: Day has had to be devoted to the 
rest of the calculation so that wa shall no get off before this 
eyenng Meanwhile we had a festive Eas cr Eve and regilud 
ourselves with the followmg delicacies. Hot whey and water, 
fish au grata, stewed ied whoitleber cs, and lime juice giog 
(e, lune juice tablets and a litte sugar dissolved in hot wate } 
Simply a splendid dinner, and having feasted ow fill, we at 
last, at 2 o clock, crept in under the cover 
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“1 have caktlited our previous latitudes and longitudes 
over igain to see af T cin discove any m stake m them, I find 
that we sould yesteiday have come tarther south than 86g 3° 
N., but, accordi og lo our icchoning, assuming that we covered 
50 mikes diiing the Unce days, we should have come down to 
85 degrees and 50 odd imimctes I cannot explain it in any 
other manner than by the suum se that we have been drifting 
mpid y noithwards, which 1s very good for the Zam, but les 
90 for us ‘The wnd his been sottherly the last few days 
assume that we are now in long tude 86° Li, and have 
reckoned the present ter ng of our watcies accords gly * 
The vauation here I fiftl to be 425° Yesterday we stecred 
S. 10° W (magnetic), today I will keep S. 5° W, and to. 
moirow due south By way of a change to day, the sky has 
been overcast , but this evening, whe 1 we partook of our second 
breakfast, the sun was shining checuily im through the tent 
wall, Johansen has patched clothes to day, while I have made 
calculations and piicked out the couses So mild and balmy 
it has not been before 10 pm, — 14° Vehr (— 256°C), 

Tuesday, Apul 16th As we were about to start off at 
1 o'clock yesterday morning, ‘Baro’ sneaked away before we 
could hainess him, he had seen a couple of the other dogs 
being put to, and knew what was coming As I did not wish 
to lose the dog—he was the best I had in my team this 
caused some delay I called and called, and went peeing 
round the hummocks in search of hum, but saw nothing, only 
ihe ice pack, 1dge upon r dge disappeming towards the horizon, 


* T felt comyinced we cor d not have rcacred such a westerly lowe cy 
but asst ned this for the sak2 of certainty, as T would x ther cone down 1 
tie et sde of Pitiz Jozsef Land thano1 the westsce Shon d wera 
the latitude of Petcr1 ai 1’s Land or Prince Rucolf Land witio t see 15 
the n, I showld in the for ner case be curt. 1 that we had the non our west, . 
and could then look for them in that direction, wheicas, 11 the event of our 
not fnding iid a d being cncerta 1 whether ve were too fai erst o1 09 
He west, we shot d iot tia know mw out c ict on we oz t tr oc 
or aby 
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and faithest north the midnight sun shining over all. ‘The 
world of ice was dicaming in the bright ccol morning light 
We had to leave without the dog, but, to my great delight, | 
soon caught sight of hm far behind us in ow wake, T thought 
I had seen his good face for the last me IIe was evident y 
ashamed of himself, and came and stood quite still, lookiig 
up at me implonngly when I took him and harnessed bm I 
had meant to whip the dog, but his eyes disar ned me 

“We found good passable ice, if not always quite flat, and 
made satisfactory progress, Some ridges, however, forced ts 
west of our course Later on in the mon ng I d scovered that 
T had left my compass behind at some place or other where I 
had had it out to take our bearings It could not be dispensed 
with, so I had to return and look for st. I found it, too, bit 
it was a hard pull back, and on the way J was inconvenenccd 
for the first tame by the heat; the sun scorched qu te unplea- 
santly. When I at last got back to the slecges, I felt ratha 
slack; Johansen was s ting on the kayak fast asleep basking 
in the sun ‘hen on again, but the hyght and warmth mide ts 
chowsy and shiek, and, ty as we would, we seemed to Jag; so 
at ten in the forenoon we decile to camp, nd I was nota 
little surprised, when I took the metcoio og cal obseryation, 
to find that the swing thermometer showed — 15'2° Tahr 
(—26:2°C) The tent was accordingly pitched in the bioilmg 
sun, and nice and waim it soon was inside, We had a com- 
fortable Easter dinner, which did seiyice for both Laster Day 
and Laster Monday [ reckon the distances we covered on 
Easter Eve and yesterday at about 15 miles and we shold 
thus be altogether 60 miles on ourway home, 

«%Vednesday, Apulr7th, —184°lah (—28°C) Yeste- 
day, without doubi, we did our longest day's march We beg 
at half past seven in the morning, and ended at about nine at 
night with a couple of hous’ rest in the bag at dinner time 
The tce was what I should previously have called anything but 
good; it ‘was throughout extremely uneven, with piessed up 
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iather new ice and older, roundcd off udges There wee 
utdges heie and Licte, but progiess was possible everywhe e 
and oy lane: happily, we were not hindaed ‘Lhe snow was 
rather Joose between «ll the megulu tes of the ice; but the 
dogs hat ted lone eve ywhere, and there 18 no cause to com- 
pan of then, ‘Ihe ice we aie now stopping im seems to me 
to be sometiiig like that we had around the 7am We have 
about got down to the regon whee she ts duft g Tau 
ceila n we did 20 miles yesterday, wd the distance homewaids 
siould now be altogether 368 mi cs 

The weather 1s glouous nowadavs not so cold as to mcon 
yenience one, and continual clear sunshiie without any wind 
to signify ‘There 1s 1ematkable equableness and stagnancy in 
the atmosphere up hers, I think, We have tiayelled over this 
ico for ipwarcs of a moath iow, ard not ance have we heer 
stopped on account of bad weather the same bight sunshine 
the whole tine, with tle exception of a couple of days, and 
cven then the sun came out Larstence becomes more aid 
note enjoyable , the cold 1s gone, and we arc pressing forwad 
towards land and suminer = Jt 1s no rl now to twin oul m 
the moinings, with a good diy s march before one, and coos, 
and le snag and warm m the bag and dream of the happy 
future when we get home, Home . . 

‘*¥Jave been engaged on an extensiye sartoual undeilaking 
to day , my touseis weie getting the worse for wear, It seems 
quite mild now to sit and sew in 18° Taht. in compainor 
with —40° ahr, Then ceita nly it was not erjoyable to ply 
vic’s needic 

“Tuday Apu 19th, We now have provendei for the dog 
for two or thtee days more, but I thiik of saving it aMitt 
longer and having the wo st dogs eater fitst  Yesterda 
‘Perpetuum’ was killed This killmg of the animals, esp 
cially the actual slaughtciing, is a homble affair, We have 
Intherto stuck them w ti a knule, but rt was not very sat sfactory 
Yesterday, however, we determined to tly a new method 
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stiangulation, According to our usual custom, we led the dog 
away behind a hummock, so that the otheis should not know 
what was going on, Then we put # rope souna the anarals 
neck, and each pulled w th all his might, but without effect, 
and at last we could do no moie, Our hands were losing all 
sense of fecling in the cold and theie was noth ng for it but 
to use the knife Oh, 1t was houtble. Naturally to shoot 
them would be the most conyenient and meicifu way, but we 
are loath to expend om precious ammunit on 01 them; the 
{me may come when we shall need it soicly 

“The observations yesterday show that we hive cot down 
to 85° 37 8 N, and the longitude should be 79° 26/T) ‘Lins 
tallies well with our reckon ng We have gone 50 nulcs o1 so 
since the last observation (Apul 13th), just wiat I bad assumed 
beforehand. ‘ : 

“Still the same brilliant sunshine, day and mgt Yester 
day the wind fiom the north ficshened, and 1s still blow ng 
to day, but does not trouble us much, as itis behind us. The 
temperature which now keeps fiom about 4° to a2° below cao 
(Fahr.), can only be descibed as agreeable. Ths 1s un- 
doubtedly fortunate for us, if it were warmer the nes would 
keep open a longer time, My greatest dese now ts to get 
under land before the lanes beco ne too bad = What we shal 
do then must be decided by cucumstances 

“Sunday, Ap i 2ist. At 4 o’clock yesteday we got under 
way. During the night we stopped to have something to cat 
These halts for diinei, shen we take ot r food and craw! well 
down to the bottom of the bag, wheie it is waim and com 
fortable, are unusually cosy Aftet 3 good nap we set off agam, 
but were soon stopped by the ughest lane we have yet come 
across I set off along it to find a passage, but only found 
myself going through bad rubble The lane was everywheie 
equally bioad and uncompromising, equally full of aggregated 
blocks and bash, testifying clea ly to the manner in which, 
duning a long per od, the ice here has been in motion and beca 
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crushed and disintegrated by continual pressure ‘This wag 
a parent, too, im numerous new ridges of rubble and hum. 
mocky tee, and the ciacks 1unning in all directions, I finally 
found a crossing but when, after a long circuit, I hed con. 
yeyed the crtayan thee, tt had changed in the interval, and I 
did not think it advisable to make the attempt, But though I 
went ‘farther than fai,’ as we say, I only found the same 
abominable lane, full of lumps of ice, grinning at one, and 
lugh pressure 1idges on each side, Things weie becoming 
worse and worse. In several cases these Jumps of ice were, I 
noticed, intermixed with earthy matter In one place, the 
whole floe, from which blocks had been pressed up nto a ndge, 
was entuely dark brown in colout, but whether this was from 
mud or from organic matter I did not get near enough to de 
tamne The rdges were farly b gh-in some places, ard 
reached a he ght of <5 fect orso, I had a good opportunity 
here of obsciving how they assume forms Ike ice moun. 
tuns with high, straight sides, caused by the splitting of old 
ridges transversely m several dnections. I have often on this 
jouiney scen massive high hummocks with sunilar square sides 
and of gieat circumference, sometimes quite 1csembling snow 
covered islands They ave of ‘paleociystic ice,’ as good as 
any one can wish * 

“Twas constrained at last to return with my mission unac 
complished. Nearly the most annoying thing about it was that 
on the other side of the lane I could sce fine flat 1ce stretching 
southwards and now to be obliged to camp here and wait! I 
had, however, already possessed my soul in patience, when, on 
coming back to out or gina? stopping place, I found a tolerably 
good crossing close Lyit We eventually got the other side, 
with the tce grinding under our feet the while, and by that t my! 
it was 6 o'clock in the momning We kept at it a little whily 
r 


* We saw no real ice mountains at any penod of ovr joi rney before 
got under land; everyting wis sea ice ‘1 esine was tic case cul gt 
drift of the Ayam 
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longer over beautiful flat ice, but the dogs were tuned, axl t 
was neatly 48 homs since they had been fed As we wee 
hastening along we suddenly came acioss an immcnse piece of 
timber sticking up obliquely fiom the surface of the ice It was 
Siberian laich as far as I could mace out, and probably raised 
in this manner through pressure long ago. Many a good mcal 
could we have cooked with at had we been able to drag it with 
us, but it was tou heayy. We marked it ‘F N., II J, 85° 
30’ N,,’ and went on our way 

“Plains of ice still before us I am looking fornad to 
getting uider way Gliding over ths flat surface o} one’s 
snowshoes almost reaches the ideal , land and home are nigher, 
and as one goes along one’s thoughts fly southwards to every- 
thing that 1s beautiful, Six in the mormiig, —22° Fah 
(~ 30° C) 

“Monday, April gand. If we have made good progress the 
previous days, yesterday si nply outdid itself. I think I may 
1eckon our day’s match at 25 miles, but, for he sike. of 
certainty, lump the two last days together, and put them dow 
at 4o miles The dogs, though, are beg nn 1g to get tued , it 
is approaching the time for ustocamp ‘They are impatient 
for food, and, giown more and more greedy for fresh dogs 
flesh, throw themselves on it like wolves as soon as a smoking 
piece, with hair and all on 1s thiown to them. ‘Kwk’ and 
‘Barnet’ only still keep back as long as the flesh 1s warm, but 
let 1t become fiozen, and they ent it voraciously. Twelve md 
night, — 27 8° Fahr. (— 333°C). 

“Tuday, April 26th, 249° Fala ( 31 ne Cc b Mial 
mum temperature, — 32° Tahr, (735 7°C) Lwas not a 
little surptised yesterday morning woen I sudde ily saw the 
track of an animal in the snow. It was that of a fox, came 
about WS,W, truc, and went in an eastelly duection. The 
trail was quite fresh. What in the woild was that fox doing up 
here? There were also unequivocal sig 1s that it had not been 
entirely without food. Were we in tie vicmity of land? In- 
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voluntarily I looked round for it, but the weather was thick all 
day yesterday, and we m ght have been near i without seemg 
it Itisyust as probable, 1oweve, that this fox was following 
up some bear In any case, a waim blooded mammal in the 
eighty fifth parallel! We had not gone far when we came 
acioss another foxtrack, t went in about the same d tection 
as the otiet, and followcd the trend of the lane which had 
stopped us, and by which we had been obliged to camp It s 
1ycomprehensible what these animals live on up here, but pre 
sumably they are able to srap up some cuustacean in the ope) 
waterways But why do they leave the coasts? ‘hat is what 
puzzles me most. Can they have gone astray? There seems 
little probab hty of that I am eagei to see if we may nol 
come across the trail of abear today It would be qute a 
pleas.re, and it would seem as if ve were gettag neare, 1 
habited regions again I have just pricked out our cours on 
the chart according to our bearings, calculating that we aave 
gone 75 miles in the four days since our last observat on, and 
Ido not think this can be excessive According to ths, it 
should not be much more than 150 miles to Peteimann’s Land 
provided it lie about wheie Payer determined it I should 
have taken an observation yesterday, but it was misty. 

“At the end of our day, yesterday, we went across many 
lanes aud piled up ridges ; in one of the Jatter, which appearec 
to be qu te new, immense pieces of fresh water ice had bec t 
pressed up. They were closely intermixed with clay a g 
grave), the result of infiltration so that at a distance the bloc’T 
suuked dai’ brown, and a ght easily be takcu fir stune on 
fact, I really thought they Were stone I can only unagine bly 
this 1ce 1s utvertce probably fiom Sibeia, I often saw hie, 
pieces of fresh water ice of ‘lus kind farther noith, and eveime” 
latitude 86° there was clay on the ice. {ls 

* Sunday, April 28th. We made good way yesterday, } 
sumably zo miles. We began om match about half past t + 
in the afternoon the day before yesterday, and kept at itt 
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yesterday moming = Land 1s daw ten gh aid the eacitiyy 
tme beg'nning when we mary capect to see something on the 
honzon. Oh, how I am longing for laid, for someth 1g wider 
ones fect that 1s nol ice ind snow, not to sperk of something 
to rest one’s eyes on Another fox track yesterday; it went 
i1 about the same diectio 1 as the previous ones, Later in the 
day ‘Gulen’ gave im, it scemed to he a cise of co nplete 
exhaust on, he Told hard y stand 01 hs legs, iceled over, and 
when we placed him on one of the loads he lay qute stl 
without moving. We had alicady decided to kill him tiat day, 
Poor beast faithfully he worked for us, gool tempered and 
willing to the end, and then for thanks, when he could do 
no more, to be lalled fo. provendai} He was bon on the 
fram on December 13th 1893, and, tru2 child of the pohu 
night, never saw aught but ice and snow. 

“ Monday, Apnl 29 = —4?Tahr (— 20°C) Wo had 
not gone far yesterday when we were stopped by open water 
—a broad poo) o: lane which lay almost shaight across om 
course. We worked westwards alongside it for some distance, 
until it suddenly began to close violently together at a place 
where it was comparatively narrow. In a few minutes the ice 

‘ was towering above us, and we got over by means of the no sy 
pressme-ridge, which was thundering and crashing under ow 
Pfoet It was a case of bestirring ourselves ind diving dogs 
4nd sledges quickly ove: if we did not wish to get jammed 
etween the rolling blocks of ice. ‘I'h s ridgeneanly swallowed 
Bp Johansen’s snowshoes, which bad beer Jeft behind fo a 
inute while we got the last sledge over When at last, we 
Mt tothe other side of the lane ‘the day “as far spert, ail 
lithe work naturally deserved reward in tha shape of an extis 
hon of meat-chocolate, 
Pe * Annoying as it is to be stopped in the midst of beautiful 
mat ice by a lane, when one is longing a get on, still, un- 
eniably, itis a wonderful feelmg to see open water spread out 
fh front of one, and the sun play ng on the light mpples caused 
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by the wind “Dancy open water aeun, and gl (tering waves, 
afte: such a loig time. Ores thoughts fly back to home and 
summei. JI scanned 1 yain to see if a seals head wee not 
visible above the surface, or a beai along the sde ‘The dogs 
are beginning now fo be vety much ieduced in stiength and 
ae dfficut to mge on ‘Barnet’ was quite done (he was 
k ed this evening) and several of the others are very jaded, 
Ten ‘ Baro,’ my best dog is beginn ng to cool im his zeu, to 
say nothing of ‘Kwk ; perhaps I ought to cater a hitle moe 
generously for them, ‘Ihe wind which was about south 
east in the morning subsequently went ovei to an easter y 
direction, and I expect, to use Pettersens customary expres 
sion on boaid for a good south easter which drove us north. 
wards to some purpose, ‘a regular devil of a hiding’ Tam 
only surprised the temperature st Il scems low, I had noticed 
a tuck bank of clouds for a long time along the horizoi in the 
sotth and south west, and thought that this must mean land_, 
Tt now began to grow higher and come near us in asusp 4 
crous manner, When, aftor having had dnnei we ciept ou 
of the bag, we saw that the sky was entirely clouded ove: , and 
that the ‘devil of a hidiig’ hid come we felt when we” 
went on. 7 

“T saw another fox track yesterday ; it was almost effaced by 
the snow, but went in about the same direct on as the others 
‘this is the fourth we have come across, and see ng so many 
of them make mec begin to beheve seiously in the proximity 
of land Yes, I expect to see it every minute; perhaps, 
though, it will be some days yet,* 

“Tuesday, Aprl goth --67°Pahr.( 214°C.) Vester 
day, in spite of everything, was abad day It began well, w th 
btthant sunshine 3 was warm (¢ below zero Yahi ), and there, 
bathed in the slumbering sunlight and alluring us on, wue 





* In po nt of fact, it was nenrly three months (bi y 2g }) uefa tg 
marvel happened, 
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sttetches of beautiful flat ice. E:verything tended to predict a 
good day’s work, but, alas, who could see the ugly dark cracks 
which ran ught across our couse, and which were dest..ed to 
make life a burden to us. The wind had packed the snow 
well together, and made the surface firm and good, so that we 
made rapid progiess , but we had not gone far before we we c 
stopped by a lane of entirely open water which stretched right 
actoss our course After following it some little distance we 
eventually found a way acioss.* Not long afterwards we 
met with another Jane .unning in about tle same dyection, 
After a fairly long détour we got safely over this too, with the 
minor misfoitune that three dogs fell into the water, A thid 
lane we also got over, but the fowth was too much for us 
altogether It was bioad, and we followed it a long way in a 
westerly duection, but without finding a suitable crossing, 
Then J continued sume tluce O: fous nudes alone to scau the 
county, but as I could see no chance of getting over, I re- 
turned to Johansen and the sledges, It 1s a fruitless task 
this following a lane running at ught angles to one’s course 
Better to camp and make one’s self some good pemmican 
soup, & la Julienne (it was highly delectable), and then give 
one’s self up to sleep in the hope of better things in the future, 
Either the lanes will close together again, or they will freeze 
now that it is toleiably cold. ‘The weather s quiet 0 1t is to 
be hoped new ones will not form f If st keep I ke this during 
(ie days we 1equ re to reach land, it will 2c a good thing, 
when once we arc on land as many lanes may foim as they 
lke Should mattets become too bad before that ume, there 
15 nothing foi us to do but to mend find pate! our kayaks As 





* As on the preci day, the ice on tie north ¢de of the ane wis 
movi ig westwards, in compari) with that o1 the so th side Tie sume 
thing was the case or covld be seen to have becn so, with the lanes we met 
with later 11 the day We netirt ly conceived this to nean that t ere wis 
a strong westerly drift in the we naithward, while that southward yas 
reta ned by and. 

+ The lanes forn most frequently m windy weather, as the ice is then 
Set m motion. 
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they are now ihey will not foat. The cont nal capanig of 
the slecges his ett holes in many places, and they would fill 
the instant they were put on the water ‘ 

T ought pethaps to explain heie that I had deferred mend- 
ing the kayaks as loig as possible ‘Lhs was pattly because 
the work would take a long time and the days were prec ous, 
now that it was a question of gating land before the ice 
became impracticable, partly, too, becuse, in the temperature 
we now had it would have been difficult to do tie wo k 
plopeily ; and also because the chances were that they would 
soon get holes in them again from being upset, In addition to 
this I was undesirous of crossing lanes at piesent, they wae 
still covered with young ice which it would have been difficult 
to beak through even had it been possible to protect the bows 
of the kayaks fiom being cut, by means of a plate of Gennan 
silver and some eatra canvas As I have mentioned before, 
not the least drawback was the fact that ary water entering the 
kayaks would immediately have fiozen and save been umpossibie 
to remove, thus incieasing t 1e weight of ou loads at each cross ‘ 
ing. It was undoubted y a better plan to go 1ound, even if the 
way was Jong than to incur the hindrances and casualties that 
the other altenative would, most probably, have occasioned 

‘To continue quoting from my diary fot the same day I 
wile, ‘Lhe dogs were at one of otr precious pemmican 
giips last n ght ; they have torn off a corne: of the bag and 
eaten some of its contents, but happily not much We lave 
been fortunate inasmuch as tacy have let the provisions aloie 
hitherto; but now hunger 1s becoming too muc) for tiem and 
nature 1s stionger than d s¢ pline ” 

“ Wednesday, May ist. — 12‘6° Valu. (— 248°C) 1 
‘halfsoled my Iinn shoes today wth sal cloth, so I hope 
they wil last a whle; I fecl as f I could hod ny owi 
again now. Ihave two pars of Finn shoe , 80 that for ore 
one par can be died in the sun ‘Lhey hwe been wet the 
whole way and 1 has made them the worse for wea,’ 
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‘The ice was now growing very bad vzun and of marches 
shoiter. On Vudiy, May grd,I wite m my diay “We 
did not do so good a day’s work yesteldyy as we expect, 
although we made some progress, ‘The 1¢2 was flat and the 
go11g good at one time and we kept ste dily at it for fou 
hours or so, brt then came several icac es with Jaics and 
1ubbleice, which, howevaa, we managed to pull throug , 
though the ice was often pac cing unde: our fect, By degices 
the wind fiom the.south cast incieased, and whle we wee 
having dinner it yeered 1ound to an casterly duection and be- 
came rather strong The ice, too grew worse, with channe$ 
and rubble, and when the w nd reached a velocity of 29 to 33 
feet in the second, and a diving snowstorm sct in, co nplcte y 
obliterating everything around us stumbling along though it 
all became anything but attractive After being delayed 
seveial times by newly formed rubble, I saw that tie only 
sensible thing to be done ws to camp, if we could fnd a shel 
tered spot This was easer said than done, as the weather 
was so tuck we could hardly see anything, but at last we found 
a suitable place, and well content to be under sheltet, ate ovr 
‘fiskegratin,’ and crept into the big, while the wind rattled 
the tent walls and made ditfts 1ound us outside We had 
been constramed to pitch our tert close bes de a new ridge 
which was hardly desirable, as paccng might take place, but 
we had no choice , 1t was the only lee to be found. Before I 
went to sleep the ice unde: us began to cicak, and soon the 
pressmeiidge belund us was packing witi the well know1 
jerks I lay listening and wondgung whether 1t would be 
better for us to tun out before the ice blocks cime tt mbliig 
upon us, but as I lay listening I went fast as cep and dieamed 
adout an earthquake. When I wore up agun, some hous 
aflerwaids, eve yth ig was quet cacept the wind wher 
howled and taltled at the tent wall, lashng the siww tp 
against them 

“Vester ay evening Polifar was killed, We have now sia- 
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tcon dogs left, tie nt whe 5 ve dim ush 1g hort bly, aid it ys 
* eofuvohrd Ifo lyeevacshac ’ 

‘Situiday, May 4. 1) d foutcen miles yesterday , but t1¢ 
laies be-o ne worse and wo .¢ = Whe we got urder way 11 
tie aflerncon after bay 15 1¢ loaded my sledge and kayak, 
and readpsted tie diniage under Johansen’s kayak the 
wind iad falen, aid i wis snowryg qu etly and ste wy with 
bg flakes, jtist a5 it docs o1 a winter day at home It wis 
bad in one way, however, as in such a1 ght it 1s difficult to see 
if the he of the ground 13 agamst o1 with us; but the going 
was fauly good, and we made progress, It was heavenly tc 
work in this mild weather + 11 8° Fah. (— 11'3° C ), anc 
be able to use ones frost bitten hands bare, without suffering 
torture untold every time they came in contact with any 
thing, 

*Our 1 fe, howevei, was soon enbittered by open water 
ways. By means of a crcu tors route, and the expendituie o 
much valuable time, we at Jast st ceceded in getting ovea them 
‘Then came long stretches of good ice, and we went cheerful y 
on our way; bye and bye, too, the sun peeped out It 1s 
wonderful what such encomagement does for one A little 
while ago, when I was ploughing alongside a horrible lane 
through iubble and ovei ridges, without a sign of any meas 
of getting on, I was 1eady to sink from exhaustion at eve y 
step, no pleasure then could compare with that of being able 
to c awl into the bag, and now, when luck again sheds her 
emiles on one and progress is before one, all wear ness 1s sud: 

*Yenly dissipated a 
afte: Ruring the n ght the tce began to be bad 11 carnest, lane 
Overconne, the one worse than the othe1, and they were only 
work, apne by deviations and intricate by ways, It was terntble 
Matterg nd when the wind increased to a good ‘mill biecze, 
ng, whypecame despeiate. This ts indeed toil without cers 
say before would I not give to have land, to have a certain 
me, to be able to reckon ona certain day’s marc} 
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and be fiee fiom this never eid‘ng anx ety and uicerlanty 
apout the lanes Novogly can tel buw much trouble they 
may yet cause us, and what adyeisities we may have to go 
through before we reach land, and meanwhile the dogs me 
divin shing steadily. They haul all they can, poor things, 
but what good does 1t do? I am so tired that I stagger on my 
snowshoes, and when I fall down orly wisi to he there to save 
myself the t ouble of gettng tp agun Bit evcryth wg 
changes, aid we shall get to laid in ime 

At five th s morning we came to a Inoid lane, and as t 
was almost impossible to get the dogs 01 any further, we 
camped, Once well down 11 the dag wi a pot of savotts 
smelling lobscouse in front of one, a feelng of well bemg 3 
the result, which neither Janes nor anything else can disturb 

“Lhe ice we have gone through has, on the whole, been flat, 
wth the exception of the newly formed lances and rubble, 
‘Lhese appear, however, for the most pait m hinited stretches 
with extensive flat ice between, as yesterday All the channels 
seem in the main to go in the sane direction, about stiarght 
across our couse with a ttle deflecuon towards the south 
west They tun about noith east to west south west (by com 
pass), This moining the temperature had again sunk to 
++ o1° Fahr (— 178°C), after having been up at + 12 2° 
Fahr (— 11°C), and therefore I am still m hepes that tic 
water may fieeze within a reasonable time. Pehaps it 15 
wiong of us to curse this wind, for on boatd the Jramm they 
are 1ejoicing that a south easter has at last sp ung up, Ilow 
ever, m spite of our maledictiong, I am really glad for ther 
sake, although J could wish it deferred tll ye reach land.” 

* Wednesday, May 8th. The lanes still appear iegulaaly in 
certain places, as a rule where the ice 1s very uneven, and 
where there are old and new ridges alternately ; between these 
places there are long flat stretches of ice without lanes 
These are often perfectly even, almost like ‘inland ice.’ ‘Ihe 
direction of the lanes 1s, as before, very often athwart our 
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crure, oral itle more south weete ly Others, agaia, seem to 
fo vabort the sime dieet oi as we do. Ths ice is eatta 
oldnay it seens to become more and mote even as we 
ap» orch land instead of the contrary as we expected, If at 
world only keep so It 5 corsideiably flatter than it was 
a out the /7am it seems to me, There ae no really 1 nprac- 
tcable places, and the micgulatities there are seem to be of 
small d nensions rubble ice and so forth no huge mou ids 
and rdges as we had father north. Some of the Inies hee 
aic nanow and so fat “new that the water was oily covered 
with brash = ‘Tais cai be dzceptive enough; it appears to be 
even ice, but thiust your staff im, and it gocs right through and 
into the water.” 

“This moining I made o it ou latitude and longitude, The 
forme: was (Sunday, May eth) 84° 31 N., and the latter 66° 
15’'L, We were not so f 1 south as I expected, but co isider 
aby farther west, Itis the dift which has put us back and 
westwards, I shall, therefoe, for the futtne, steer a more 
southe ly course than befoic, a rout due south (truc) as we mic 
still drifting westwards and, above eveything, Iam af ard of 
gelting too far in that direction, It is to be hoped that we 
shall soon have laid in sight and we shall then know wheie 
to steer We undoubted y ought to be theie now” 

‘ No dog was killed yesterday, as there were two thirds left 
of ‘ Ulenka’ from the previcus day, which provided an abun. 
dant iepast I now only intend to slaughter one every other 
day,.and perhaps we shall soon come acioss a bear” 

oT Sewing oth, + fr (—73°3° C,) Yesterday was 
a fanly good dah ‘The ice wis ce ta uy not first rate, rather 
1ubbly, and the going haw ut all the samewe me mak ng 


Steady way forwards, T sei rteie long, flat stretches every 
now and then The Weather hag \become quite He when we 
got under w, -us moming, The sun was 

ay, about 3 o'clock th, ds It was hard work, how 


Stining thioy 
ever, ‘ kk ugh Tight cumulus clotye, and soon the fog cane 
» Making head againct tha °° Be 
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down w'th the wind, wh ch st blew fiom the same diectict 
(N.N L.). 

‘The work of hauling Seco nes hew‘er and heave for the 
dogs, n plopoition as ther nenbes dmiust ‘The woode1 
ru iners, too (the under runners), do not seem to rdewell I 
have long thought of taking them off, and to ly real y dee ded 
to try the sledges without them In spite of everythiig the 
dogs keep a very even pace, w th oily a halt now vid the) 
Yesterday there were only fom dogs for my sledge One cf 
them, ‘Tint,’ shpped h's hainess and ran way, aid we dd 
not get hold of him again before the eve tog, when he wae 
killed by way of punishment ‘The tce was all Uong moc ur 
even than it has been the last few days, 1 the afte noon the 
werther thickened, and the wind increased til, at about 
3 o'clock, a regular snowstoim was taging, No way was to be 
seen, only whiteness everynheie, except 11 places where the 
pomted blue tce fiom the 1idges stuck up though the snow. 
diifts After a while the ice giew worse, and I went headlong 
on to ridges and megularites without even seeing them. I 
hoped this was only rough ice which we showld pass through, 
but'mattets did not improve, and we thought there was no 
sense in going on, Luckily we had just then diopped on 1 
good shelte:ed camping ground, otheiwise it would have beer 
d ficult enough to find one in such weather where noth'ng 
could be discerned, Meanwhile we aie ge ting sout awards, 
and are mote and move suprised at not seelig signs of land 
We reckon now to have left the e ghty fourth paralle) behind us 

“Tuday, May roth, + 162°Taw.{ 88°C.) Our Ife 
has many difficulties to combat, “Yesterday promised to be + 
good day, but thick weather: hindeied our advaice When we 
crept out of the tent yesteiday forenoon tl was fe, the sun was 
shining, the gomg was unusually good, aid the ice appemed to 
be unusually even, We had managed in the snowstorm of the 
previous evening to get into a belt of foul ice which was merely 
local. Before we started we thought of taking the ren oyable 
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wooden tun ters off the slcdges, but on trying mine beforehand, 
found that [tica well as twas) T flec ded, therefore, to wa t 
a little longer, as I was afraid that 1emoving the wooden 
tinneis might weaken the sledge. Johansen, meanwhile, had 
taken them off the middle sledge, but as we then discovered 
that one of the birch runnets had sp it uight acioss under one 
of the uprights, there was no hing for it but to put it on again, 
Tt was a pity, thotigh, as the sledge would have run much 
better on the newly tarred aunners than on the scratched under 
runners We made fairly gocd piogiess, in spite of there only 
bemg thirteen dogs left—fom to my slcdge, four to the bich 
sledge, and five to Johansen’s But later im the afternoon the 
weather thickened 1apidly and snow began to fall which pre 
vented our seeing anything before us. The ice, however, 
was furtly even, aud we kept guiung. We came across a lane, 
but this we crossed by means of a détour Not long afterwards 
again we got among a number of abominable pressure 1idges 
aud ran right into high mounds and over steep brinks w thout 
seeing them Wherever one tuined there were sudden drops 
and pitfalls, although everything looked so fair and even undet 
its covering of still falling snow. As there seemed to be little 
good in continuing, we decided to camp, have our dinner of 
savoury hot lobscouse, make out our longitude, and then pass 
the time until it should clear again; and if this did not take 
place soon, then have a good sleep and be 1eady to get under 
way as soon as the weather should permit, After having slept 
for a couple of hours (it was 1 o clock in the moining), I turned 
out of the tent and was confronted with the same thick, over- 
cast weather, with only a stip of clear blue sky down by the 
hoiizon in the south west, so I let Johansen sleep on and 
reckoned out our longitude, which proved to be 64° 20/1). 
We have drifted considerably westwards smce I last made it 
out, if my calculations be right While I was thus occupied I 
heard a suspicious gnawing noise outside m the direction of 
the kayaks, Ilistened, and quiterght it wasthe dogs up __@ 
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Johansen’s kayak Eran out, caught ‘ Iaicn,’ who war jet 
lying knawing at the portions of fiesh dog’s flesh destined fcr 
to morrow’s consumption, and give lim a good tnas‘ung for 
his pans ‘The casing over the opening in the kayak was they 
properly secured and snowshoes and sticks piled on, 

“The weather is still the same, overcast and thick, but the 
wind has veered 1ound to a mote southaily direction and tie 
clear strip of blue sky in the south weet has nsen a little h g ict 
fiom the icemargin can there be 1 west wind m prospect? 
Welcome, indeed would it be, and longtig were the glances [ 
dnected towards that blue strip-—there lay sunshiie and po 
gress, pethaps, even land was beneath 1 I could see the 
cumths clouds sailing through the blue atmosphere, and 
thought if only we were thete, only had Jand under us, then al 
our troubles would smk into oblivion, But material needs 
must not be forgotten, and, perhaps, it would be better to get 
into the bag and haye a good sleep while wa ting, Many timcs 
in the morning did I peep out of the tent, but always saw the 
same cloudy sky and the same white prospect wherever the eye 
turned, Down in the west and south west was always the same 
stip of clear blue sky only that now it was lower again When 
we, at last, turned out in the forenoon, the weather was just the 
same, and the azure strip on the horizon in the south west was 
still there I think it must have something to do with land, 
and it gives me hope that this may not be so far off It is a 
tougher job than we thought, this gaining land, but we have 
had many enemies to make headway against not only foul ce 
and bad going, but also wind, water, and duck weather—all of 
them equally obdurate adyetsanes to o e1come ” 

“Sunday, May rath 4-0 6° Tahr. (~ 17°5°C) Vester 
day we had a better time than we expected. Overcast and 
thick it was the whole time, and we felt our way rather than 
saw it, The ice was not patticularly good either, but we 
pressed onwards, and had the sat sfa~tion now and then of 
travelline over several lone stretches of flat ice, A couple of 
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chaniels which had paitly opened, hindered us so newhat 
Cu ously enough the st: p of cleu sky was still there in the 
SSW (nue), and w we went aldng, rose mgher m the 
heavens We kept expect ng it to spread, and that the weather 
would clea; we needed it soicly to find our way, but the 
s p never rose any higher, and yct rema ned there equally 
clear. ‘Then it sank agan, and only a small rin was left 
y ble on the margn of the sky —T‘1en this also disappeared 
I ca snot help thinking that th’s strip must have had someth ng 
to do with laid, At 7 o’clock this moiniog we came toa Let 
of ice as bad, almost, as [ have ever scen it, and as I thought 
it unadyisable to make an onslaught in such Chick weather, we 
encamped I hope we dd our 14 miles, and can ieckon on 
only 90 more to land, if it Le in 83° latitude, The ice 
1s undoubtedly of a different character fiom what it was pie- 
viously * it 1s less even, and old lanes and new ones with ndges 
and iubble, are more fiequent, all seem'ng to point to the 
vic nity of land. 

* Meanwhile time 1s goiyg and the number of dogs diminish. 
ing We have now twelve left , yesterday ‘ Katta’ was killed, 
And our provisions ate also gradually on the decrease, though, 
thank TIeaven, we have a good deal 1emaining, The first tn 
of petroleum (24 gallons) came to an end three days ago, ind 
we shall soon have finishe] ow second sack of bicad. We do 
nothiig but scan the horizon long ngly for land, but see 
nothiig, ever when I cl mb up on to the Inghest hnmmocks 
with the telescope, 

“Monday, May 13th, + 86° Tar (— 13°C.) 5 minimiun 
+ 66° Tahr, (— r4'2° C9 This 1s, indecd, a tol.ome 
exstence. The number of the dogs and | kewrse their haul nz 
powers, d mintsh by degrees, and they are meit and diffcult to 
ugeon. The ice grows worse and woise as we approach land, 
and 1s, besides, covered wth much deeper and looser snow 
than before, It is particu arly d fficult to get on m the lioken 
up ice where the snow, although it coves up many nregu. 
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larities, at the came t'me lets one snk tnoig al nost up to 
ones thghs between the pieces of ice, as soon as one tikes 
one snowshoes oft to hels the sledge, It ts extremely ti ing 
and shaky on this soit of surface to use ones snowshoes not 
firmly secued to the feet, but one cainot hve them properly 
fastened on when one has to help the dogs at iny moment o 
pull and tug at these eteinal sledges. I think in snow such as 
this Indian snowshoes would be preteiable, anc I only wih T 
had some, Meanyhile, howeve we covered some ¢ ound 
yesterday, and if I idcko1 20 m es for yesc¢ day and to day 
together I do not th nk I shal be very far out We shovld thay 
have only about so miles to the 83rd paallcl and the laid which 
Payer determined Weare keeping a somewhit southe ly comse, 
about due south (true), as t us continual east wind 1s cettainly 
diving us westwards, and I do not like the dea of drifting 
west past land. It is beginning to betolerably waim inside the 
bag at night now and last n ght I could hardly sleep for heat ” 

‘ Tuesday, May rgth, +68°Fabr. (—14°C) Yesterday 
was a cosy day of 1st, Just as we were abott to get under 
way after breakfast it clouded over, and a dense snow storm set 
1m, so that to start out in such weather, in the ureven ice we have 
now hefore us, would not have been worth whie. I theiefo ¢ 
made up my mind to halt for the tme bemg and get some 
t ifles done, and in particular the shifting of the load fom the 
brch sledge on to the two others, and so at last get 11d of 
this th rd sledge, for which we can no loiger spare any dog 
This took some time, and as it was absolutely necessuy to do 
it, we lost nothing by stopp ng foi a day, 

“We had now so much wood fio’n the sledge together w {1 
broken snowshoe staves and the results of other casualties, that 
T thought we should heable to use it as fucl for some time to 
come, and so save the petroleum. We acco dngly made a fie 
of it to cook the supper with, contrived a cookmg pot out of 
thé empty petroleam tin, and hung it over in the approved 
fash’on, At the first start off we Ighted the fire jut out 
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side the lent door, bit soon gave that up, as, for the first 
th og, we nearly buined up the teu, and, secondly the s noke 
came ta till we covld hady see ovt of our eyes Bet at 
wumed yell and locked wonderfully cheerful Then we 
moved it farther off, wicie wt could neither buin up the tent, 
nor sinoke us ott, but therewith all the joy of it was depaited, 
When we had about burned up the whole sledge and su: 
ceeded in getting a pot of boil ng water, with the further result 
of having nealy melird through the floe on which we we ¢ 
living, I gave up the idea of caocing w'th sledges and went 
hack fo om trusty fi cid the ‘Pr mus,’ and a sociable aid 
enterta ning fiicid, too, which o1¢ car have by ones side as 
one lies in the bag, We have as much petroleum, I should 
imagine as we shall 1equire for the jouriey before us, and why 
bothe: about anything else? If the petroleum should come to 
an end too soon, why, ten we can get as much tram ou fiom 
bear and seal and watus as we shall require I am vey 
anxious to see the rescIt of our 1eoiding O11 two kayak 
sledges have undoubtedly become somewhat heav ci, but ther 
we shall hie six dogs to each as long as they last Our 
patience has been rcwaided at last with the most bi fl ant 
sunshine and sparkling sky. It is so warm in the tent that I 
am lying basking in the heat. One might almost think ones 
self under an awning on a summer's day at home Last n ght 
it was almost too waim to sleep” 

The ice kept practicable to a certain extent during these 
days, though the lanes provided us with many an obstacle to 
overcome, Then, in addition to this, the dogs’ strength was 
failing, they were ready td stop at the slightest unevenness, 
and we did not make much way. On Thuisday, May 16th, I 
write in my diary: “Seveial of the dogs seem to be much 
exhausted, ‘Baro’ (the leader of my team) gave in yester 
day. He could hardly move at fast, and was slaughtered for 
supper. Pooranmal Ife hauled faithfully to the end. 

“Tt was Johansen’s birthday yesterday, he completed his 
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twenty cighth jeat, and of comse a feast was held in honour of 
the occasion. It consisted of lobscouse, 15 favourite d sh 
followed by some good hot lime ytice grog. The midday sin 
made it warm and comfoitable in the tent Six am. -++ 3 6” 
Tah (~1g5 8° C). 

Have today calcilated ou latitude an] long tude for 
yesterday, and find st was 83° 36' N. and so° 55 DT, Orr 
latitude agrees eaactly with whit I supposed accord ng to 
the dead reckon ng, birt ou loigitude 1s almost alaimnogly 
westerly im spite of the fact that ow coise has been the 
whole time somewhat southerly Thete appens to be a stiong 
drift in the ice hete, and it will be better for us to keep east 
of the south, in order not to dift past laid ‘To be quite 
certam, I have again reckoned out our observations of April 
th and 8th but find no e1io1, and cannot think otherwise 
than that we aie about ight Still t seems remaikable that 
we have not yet scen any sgns of land. ‘Ten pm, +1'4° 
Yahr ( 17°C).” 

‘Friday, May 17th. +12 4°Tahr.( 109° C.), mnimum 
19°C Today 1s the ‘Seventee ith of May’ Constitutjon 
Day I felt quite certain that by to day, at ary rate, we should 
have been on land somewheie or other, but fate wills othe: 
wise, We have not even seen a sign of it yet Alas here I 
lie in the bag, dieaming day dieams and thuking of all tie 
rejoicings at home, of the childrens processions and the 
undulating mass of people at this momeit in the streets 
How welcome a s ght to see the fligs, with thou red bi ntiig 
way ng .a the he spr ng at nosprere, and the sa shin ag 
thiough the delicate young giccn of the leaves Add here we 
ttre in drifting ice not knowing exactly where we aie uncer- 
tain a to our distance from an unknown laid, where we hopo 
“to find means of sustaining life and thence caive our way on 
® towards home, with two teams of dogs whose nunbeis and 
. saength dimimish day by day, and between us and our goal 
ice and water which may cause us untold tioulle, wth sledgea 
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wach now, ala ly talc, ate toa heavy for ou ow rpowers, We 
piess Iaxonously omauds mile ky mile, and meanwhile, 
petl aps che drift cf the ec 1s Ctiying us wesuyaids out to sea, 
beyord the laid we ae stutving for. A to lsome | fe, un 
deniab y, but there will be an end to it some time; some tinue 
we shall cach it and meanwhile our flag for the ‘Seventec ith 
of May’ shall wave aLove the eighty thud paia lel and if fue 
send 1s the fitst sig it of land to day om joy will be twofold 

“Yesteiday was a had day. The weather was fine, ever 
billiant, the gomg sp endut, and the ice good, so that «1 
had a tight to expect progiess weie it not for the dogs Ty 
pull up at everything, and for the man ahead it 1s a cont ma 
golig ovet the same giound thiee times. fi st to find a wy 
and make a track, and then back again to drive on the dogs 
itis slow wok 1idecd, Across qu te flat ice the dogs keep up 
lo the mark pretty well, but at the first difficulty they stop J 
tuned hainessing riyself in front of them yesterday, and it 
answered pretty well, but when it came to finding the way in 
foul ice 1t had to be abandoned. 

‘ In spite of everything, we are pushing forward, and even 
tually shall have our rewaid, but for the time being this 
would be ample could we only reach land and land ice with. 
out these esecrable lanes. Yesterday we had four of them, 
‘Lhe first that stopped us did not cause immodeiate trouble , 
then we went over a short bit of middling tce, though with lane 
after laie and ridges The. came another bad lane, necesst- 
tating acircuut After this we trave sed some fa rly good ice, 
this time considerably mote of it thai previously, btt soon 
cane to a lane, or rathet a pool, of greater s‘ze than we had 
ever seen before, exactly what the Russians would call a 

polynja’ It was coseied with young ‘ce too weak to beu 
We started confidently alongside it 11 a south weste ty duce 
to1(ttte), in the belief that we should soon fnd a way ae on, 
but ‘soon’ dd not come. Just where we cxze ted lo fiida 
crossing, an oveiwheln ing » ght presvnted itee'f to our give 
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the pcol suietched away m a south westuly duceton to the 
very hor zon, and we could see 10 end to it — In the muraye 
01 the houzon, a couple of detached blocks of ice rose above 
the level of the pool, they appeaed to be floa mg in open 
water, changed constaitly im shape, and disappewed and 
1eappea ed Everything seemed to indicate that the pool 
debouched 1 ght into the sea in the west. Tiom tie top of 1 
h gh hummock I could, however, with the glass see ce on bie 
othe: sde, he ghtened by the looming. But it vas aaythiy 
but ceitain that it really was situated at the westein cid of the 
y ool, mole probably it mdicated a cmve m the dnechon of 
the litter. What was to be done hare? ‘To get over sce ned 
for the moment an impossib lity ‘Lie we was loo thin to 
bear and too thick to set the kayaks through, even if we 
should mend tren How arg tm ght take af fis f ne 
of year for the ice to become strong enough to bea, I dd 
not know, but one day would scarcely do it To settle down 
and wat, therefore, seemed too much Low far the pool 
extended and how long we m ght have to travel along 1 before 
we found a crossing and could again keep to our couse no 
one could tell, but the probability was a long (me, perhaps 
days On the other hand, to retieat in the duection whence 
we came seemed an unattractive alternative it would lead us 
away from om goal, and also peilips necessitate a long 
journey in an opposite directon before we could find 4 
crossing. The pool extended tte¢S 50° W. To fo low it would 

undoubtedly take us out of our course, which ouglt now 
properly to he east of souk, ot viltic whee t tu recuun 
was neaest the line of om advdice, and cons. juently we 
decided to try it Aflc a shoit tine we came to a new lane 
running ima transyetse duection to the pool Tee tie we 
was strong enot gh to bear, and on cxamuiig the ice on the 
pog} ttselfgbey ond the co ult ence of this lane I found a belt 
where thé young ice had tough pcsoure been jammed up 4 
several laycis, ‘Chis happily was stoi g cnougl to beat, and 
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we got safely over the pool, the trend of which we had been 
prepated to follow for days. Then on we went agam, thot gh 
in toil and ti bulation, until at half past erght in the evening 
we again found ourselves confronted by a pool, ot lane, of 
exactly the same descuption as the foimer one, with the 
exception only that this time the wew to the ‘sea’ opened 
tuwards the north cast, while in the south west the sky line 
was closed in by ice ‘Lhe lane also was covered with young 
ice, which in the middle was obviously of the same age as that 
on the last pool, Nea: the edge thee was some thicker and 
olde: ice, which would bear, and over which I went on snow- 
shoes to look for a crossing, but found none as far as I went, 
The stup of ice along the middle, sometimes broad and some 
times narrow, was everywhere too thin to isk taking the 
sledges over. We consequently decided to camp and wait tull 
to day, when it 1s to be hoped the ice will be strong enough to 
beat. And here we are still, with the same lane im front of us 
Tleaven only knows what surprises the day will bring, 

‘Sunday, May roth, ‘Ihe surprise wluch the Seventeenth 
biought us was nothing less than that we found the lanes 
about here full of nawkals When we had just got under 
way, and weie about to cioss over the lane we had been 
stopped by the previous day, I became aware of a bieathing 
noise, Just like the blowng of whales. I thought at first it 
must be from the dogs, but then I heaid for certam that the 
sound came fiom the lane I listened Johansen had heard 
the noise the whole momnmg, he said, but thought it was only 
ice jamaing in the dstrice No, that sound I knew well 
enough, I thought, and looked ovei towards an opening in the... 
ice whence I thot ght it proceeded Suddenly I saw a mayc 
ment which could hardly be falling ice, and quite tight—up 
came the head of a whale, then came the body: it executed 
the wellknown cmve, and disappeared Then up came 
anothei, accompanied by the same sound, ‘There was a 
whole school of them J shouted that they were whales, and 
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running to the sledge, had my gun out in a second, Then 
came the adjusting of a,ba.poon, ard aftera 1 ewok ths 
was accomplished, and I was ieady to slattir pursuit Mear 
while the animals had disappeared from the open ng i the 
ice wheie I had first seen them, though I hea d their bicathing 
fiom some openmgs farther east I followed the lane in that 
direction, but did not come within range, although I got 1athér 
near them once or twice They came up in comparatively 
small openings in the ice, which were to be found along the 
whole length of the lane There was every prospect of being 
able to get a shot at them if we stopped for a day to watch the 
holes ; but we had no tine to spate, ind could not have take 
much with us had we got one, as the sledges were heavy 
enough already We soon found a passage over, and con 
tinued our joumncy with the flags hoisted 01 the sledges in 
honour of the day. As we were going so sowly now that 1t 
was hardly possible for things to be worse, I determined at our 
dinner hour that I really would take off the uaider runners from 
my sledge, The change was unmistakable: it was not like the 
same sledge Henceforth we got on well, and afte: a while 
the under-runners from Johansen’s sledge we e also 1¢ noved 
As we fuithermoie came on some good tce liter in the day, 
our progiess was quite unexpectedly good and when we 
stopped at half past eleven yesterday morning, I should think 
we had gone 10 miles di ng om day’s march = ‘This biings 
us down to latitude 83° 20 or so. 

* At last then we have come down to latitudes whier have 
been reached by human beings before us, and it cariot pos 
sibly be far to land. A. little while before we halted yesterday, 
we crossed a lane, or pool, exactly | ke the two previous ones, 
only bioader still, Here, too, I heud the blowing of whales, 
but although I was not far from the hole wience the noise 
presumably came, and although the opening there was quile 
small, I could perceive nothing. Joiansen, who came after- 
wards with the dogs, said that as soon as they 1eached the 
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frozen Jane the dogs got scent of something and wanted to go 
against the wind Cunous that there should be so many 
naiwhals in the lanes here 

“The ice we ae now travelling over 1s surpusingly bad, 
There are few or no 1¢\" 1 dges, only small older inegulauties, 
with now and then decp snow in between, and then these 
curious broad, endless lanes, which iesemble each other and 
run exactly parallel, and ate all unhke those we have met 
before. They ate 1emarkable fiom the fact that, while formerly 
I always observed the ice on the north side of the lane to diuft 
westwards in compauson wth that whch lay on the south 
side, the reverse was heie the casc. It was the ice on the 
south side which drifted westwaids. 

“As I am afraid thit we are continually drifting rapidly 
vestvards, I have kept a somewhat easte.ly course $.S E, or 
east of that, according as the diift necessitates, We kept the 
Seventeenth of May—cn the 18th it 1s tiue by a feast of 
unsurpassed magnificence, consisting of lobscouse, stewed 1ed 
whottleberries, mixed with vril food, and stamina hue juice 
mead (4, a concoction of lime juice tablets and Tiame Yood 
stamina tablets d ssolved m wate1), and then, having eaten our 
fill, crawled into ou bag.’ 

As we gradually made our way southwards, the ice became 
moie impracticable and diffcult to travel over We sti] came 
across occasional good flat plains, but they were often broken 
up by broad belts of jammed-up ice and im a meast c by 
channels which hindered on advince On May roth I write: 
‘1 chimbed to the tup of the Inghest he wmock DT ovave yet 
heen up. 1 measted it 101 ghly, aid made it out to be s bout 
24 feet above the ice whence I had climbed tp, but as ths 
lattes was considerably above the surface of the water, the 
height was probably go feet o1 so It formed the crest of 
quite a show and cigohcd presse idge consiting of only 
emall pieces of ice ’ 

That day we came acioss the first tracks of bears which we 
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had seen on our journey over the ice. The certainty that we 
had got down to 1egions wheie these anunas aie tu be found, 
and the prospect of a ham, made us very joyous. On May zoth 
there was a tremendous snowstorm, though which it was 
impossible to see our way on the uneven ice = * Consequently 
there 1s nothing for it but to creep undei the cover again and 
sleep as long as one can Hunger at last, though, 1s too much 
for us, and J tuin out to make a stew of delicious liver ‘pAté, 
Then a cup of whey dunk, and 1ito the bag again, to write or 
slumber as we lst Here we are, with nothing to do but to 
wait till the weathe: changes and we can go on 

“We can haidly be fa from 83° 10 N, and should have 
gamed Petexmanns Land if it be where Paya supposed 
Either we must be unconscionably out of our beaings, or the 
country very small, Meanwhile, I suppose, this east wind 13 
diiving us westward, out to sea, in the direct on of Spitzbe1gen 
Heaven alone knows what the velocity of the duft may be 
heie, Oh well, Iam notin the least down hearted. We st ll 
have ten dogs, and should we dtift past Cape Tligely, there is 
land enough west of us, and that we can hardly mistake, 
Starve we scarcely can; and if the worst should come to the 
worst, and we have to make up our nunds to winter up here, 
we can face that too if only there were nobody waiting at 
home But we shall get back before the winter, The baio- 
meter 1s falling steadily, so that it will bea case of patience 
long drawn out, but we shall manage all right ’ 

On the afternoon of the following day (May arst) we were 
at last able to get off, though the,weuther was still thick and 
snowy, and we often staggeied along like bliid men ‘As (ne 
wind was strong and ght at om back, aid as the ice wis 
faiyly even, I at last put a sail to my sledge, IL aluno t wenl 
by itself, but did not in the least change the dogs’ pace , they 
kept the same slow time as before Poor heasts, they beco ne 
more and more tued, and the going ts heavy and loove We 
passed over many newly frozen pools that day, and some time 
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previously there must have been a remarkable quantity of open 
water. 7 

© I do not think I exceed when I put down our day’s march 
at 14 miles, and we ought to have latitude 83° beh nd us, but 
as yet no sign of land, This 1s becoming rather eaciting 

© Puday, May 24th. + 18°8° Fahr. ("4° C). Minimum 

114°C. Yesterday was the worst day we have yet had, 
The lane we had before us when we stopped the previous day 
proved to be worse than any of the others had been After 
breakfast at x am, and while Johansen was engaged in patch- 
ing the tent, I trudged off to look for a passage across, but was 
away for three hours without finding any. ‘There was nothing 
for it but to follow the be id of the lane eastwards and trust to 
getting over eventually , but it tuned out to be a longer job 
than we had anuc pated. When we came to the place whee 
it appeared to end, the surround ng ice mass was bioken up in 
all directions, and the flces were gimding against cach other 
as they tore along. There was no safe passage across to be 
found anywhere Where at one moment, perhaps, I might 
have crossed over, at the next, when I had biought the sledges 
up, there was only open water. Meanwhile we caccuted some 
intucate mancouving from floe to floe, always farther east, in 
order to get iound, The ice jammed under and aiound us, 
and it was often a difficut matter to get through. Often did 
we think we were well across, when still wouse lanes and cracks 
in front of us met our dsappointed gaze. It was enough 
so netimes to make one despair 

‘ Lhere seemed to be no end toit; wherever one turned weie 
yawning channels. On the overcast sky the dak, threatening 
reflection of wate: was to be seen in all directions. It really 
seemed as if the ice was entirely bioken up. Hungry and 
almost tired to death we were, but determined, if possible, to 
have ou tioubles behind us before we stopped for din ier, 
But at last mattes came to a hopeless pitch, and at 1 oclock, 
after nine hours’ work, we decided to hay¢ a meal It is a 
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remarkable fact that, let things be as bac as they may, once in 
the hag, and with food i in prospect, all one’s trowl.es s.. ke i 
oblivion The human bemg becomes a happy anmal, wh th 
eats as long as it can keep its eyes open, and goes to slecp 
w'th the food in its mouth Oh, bhissful state of heedlessness 
But at 4 oclock we had to turin to agen at the apparently 
hopeless task of thread ng the maze of laies Asa ast diop 
in our cup of mise y, the weather became so th ck 11d shadow- 
less that one literally could not see if one were woking tp 
against a wall of ice or plunging into a pit A 4, we have ony 
too much of thism st. Ifow mayy lvies and cracks we weit 
acioss, how many hige ridges we clambucd over, dhagg ng 
the heavy sledges afte: us, I cannot say, btt very many. ‘They 
twisted and turned in all direct ons, aid water and slush met 
us everywhere, 

“But everything co ncs to an end, and so did th’s, After 
another two anda half hours severe exertion we had put the 
last lane behind us, and before is lay aloyey plan Alto 
gether we had now been at this sort of wok for newly twelve 
hours, and I had, in addit‘on, folloned the lane for three hours 
in the morning, which made fflcen allogethea We wee 
thoroughly done, aid wet too, How many times we had gone 
throtgh the deceptive ctust of snow which hides the writer 
between the pieces of ice, it is mpossiole to say Once 
during the morning I had had a narrow cscape. I was going 
confidently along on snowshoes over what I suppo cd to oe 
solid ice, when suddenly the giouid began te > nk beneath 
me, Happily there were some pieces of ice not fu of on 
which T succeeded in throwing myself, while the water washed 
ovei the snow I had just becn standing on Tiiight hive had 
a long swim for it through the sush, which would hue ben 
anything but pleasant, pauicularly sceing that I was a one. 

“At last we had level ice before us, but, alas, otr happiness 
was dest ned to be shoit-iyed, Irom the dark belt of clouds 
on the sky we saw that a new channel was im prospect, and at 
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eight m the evening we had reached it. 1 was too tired ta 
follow the tiend of the ane (it was not shoit) in order to find 
a cross ng, patticulatly as another clfannel was visible behind 
it Tt was also imposs be to see the ice around one im the 
heavily falling snow It was only a quest on, therefore, of 
find ng acamp ng place but this was caster said thar done, 
A sttoig north wind was blowing, and no shelter was to be 
found f om it on the leyel ice we bad just got onto Lvery 
mound and imeguluity was examined as we passed by it in 
the snowstorm, but all were too small, We had to content om- 
selves at last with a little pressed up hummock, which we could 
just get under the lee of Then, again, there was too little 
snow, and only after constderable work did we succeed in 
pitchmg the tent, At last, however, the ‘Primus’ was singing 
cheerily inside it, the ‘ fiskegratin ’ diffusing its savoury odour, 
and two happy beings w2re ensconced comfortably inside the 
bag, enjoying ex stence, and satisfied, if not, indeed, at haviig 
done a good day's maich, yet in the knowledge of haying 
overcome a difficulty, 

“While we were haviig bieakfast to day, I went out and 
took a metdian altitude, whch, to our delight, made ua 
82° 52 N, 

“Sunday, May 26th. When the ice is as uneven asit is now, 
the difficulty of making headway 1s incredible The snow 1s 
loose, and if one takes one’s snowshoes off for a moment one 
snks im above one’s knees, It 1s impossible to fasten them on 
securely, as evcly minute one must help the dogs with the 
sledges, Added to tis, if the weacher be chick, as yesterday, 
one 1s apt to run info the latgest 11dges o1 snow drifts without 
sceing them; ewciything is equally white under its covering of 
new snow, and the light comes fiom all duections, so that it 
throws no shadows ‘Then one plunges in headlong, and with 
difficulty can get up and on to one’s snowshoes again, This 
takes place continually, and the longet it lasts the wo se it gets 
At last one literally staggcis on one’s snowshoes fiom fatigue, 
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just as if one were drunk. But we are gaming ground, and 
that is the chief thing, be one’s shins ever so bruised and 
tender This manner of progress is particularly injurious to 
the ankles, on account of the constant unsteadiness and 
swerving of the snowshoes, and many a day have mne beeu 
much swollen, The dogs, too, are becoming exhausted, which 
is worse. 

“Y have to-day 1eckoned out the observations made yestet- 
day, and find, to our joy, that the longitude 1s 61° 27' L, so 
that we have not drifted westwaids, but have come about south 
according to our course. My constant feu of drifling past 
land is thus unfounded, and we should be able to reckon on 
reaching it before very long We may possibly be father cast 
than we suppose, but hardly farther west, so that if we now go 
due south for a while, and then sonth west, we must meet with 
land, and this within not many days, I reckon that we did 
20 miles southwards yesterday, and should thus be now in 
latitude 82° 40’ NA couple more days, and our latitude will 
be very satisfactory 

“ The ice we have before us looks practicable but, to judge 
by the sky, we have a number of wateiways a little farther on, 
we must manage somehow to fight our way across them. I 
should be very reluctant to mend the kayaks just now, before 
we have reached land and fim land ice. They iequne a 
thorough overhauling, both as to flames and covers. My one 
thought now is to get on while we still have some dogs, and 
taus use them up. 

“A comfortable Sunday moiring in the tene tu day, These 
obseiyations put me in good spiritS , life seems to look bright 
before us. Soon we must be able to slart homewards at good 
speed and across open water. Oh, what a pleasure it will be 
to handle paddle and gun again, mstead of this continual 
toil with the sledges! Then, too, the shouting to the dogs to 
goon it seems to wear and tear ones ears and every nerye in 
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“ Monday, May 27th Ever since yesterday morning we have 
seen the looming of wate on the sky; 1 1s the same looming that 
we saw on the previous day, and LT set om course direct for the 
place whee, to judge by al, ticie should be the greatest accu. 
mulitior of ice, aid where consequently, 2 crossiig should be 
easiest. During the couse of the afternoon we came on one 
Jiie after the otici, just as the water sky had denoted, and 
townds evening the dak heavens before us augueed open 
water of a worse kiid. ‘The reflection was particulaly dark 
and thicatening, both in the west and in the cast By 7 o clock 
I could sec a broad lane before us shetching away west and 
east as far as the eye could reach from the highest hu nmock. 
Tt was broad, and appcaied to be more impract cable than any 
of the previous ones As the dogs wee tied, our day’s 
maich bad been a good one, and we had a splend.d camp.ng 
place ieady to hand, we deaded to pitch the tent Well 
satisfied and certain tiat we were now in lat tude 824°, and 
that land must mevitably be neat, we disappeared into the 
bag. 

“ During breakfast this moining I went out and took a meri 
dian alntude It proves that we have not deceived ourselves 
We are i latitude 82° 30’ N, perhaps even a minute or two 
farther south, But itis growing moe and more remarkable 
that we see no sign of land I cannot explain it in any other 
way than that we aie some degrees farther east than we sup- 
pose,* That we should be so much farther west as to enable 
us to pass entirely clear of Petermann’s Land and Oscars 
Land, and not 50 much as get a gumpse of them, I consider 
an impossibility I have agam looked at ou former observa 
tions; have again gone through our dead reckoning, the 
velocity and duections of the w nd, and all the possibilities of 





* In pomt of fact we were then abort 6° further east than we thor ght, 
Thad on Apni 14th, it wll be remembered (compare my notes for that 
day), sirmised that the loogitude I then set down (86° I.) was more 
westerly than that we were acti il y in 
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drift durmg the days which passed between our last certan 
observation for longitude (Apil 8th) and the day when 
according to the dead re@koning, we assumed ousclyes to he 
in longitude 86° E, (April r3th). That there should be any 
great mistake 1s mconceivable. The ice can | ardly have Jad 
such a considerable drift dung those particular days, secing 
that our dead reckoning m other respects tallied so well with 
the observations, 

“ Yesterday evening ‘Kvik’ wis slaughtered. Poor thiig, 
she was quite worn out, and did httle o1 noti ng in the hauling 
line. I was sorty to part with her, but what was to he done? 
Even if we should get fresh meat, it would hive taken some 
time to feed her up again, and then, perhaps, we should have 
had no use for her, and should only have had to kill het after 
all, Rat a fine big an mal she was, and previded food for 
three days for our remaining eight dogs 

“Tam ma continual state of wonderment at the ice we ale 
now travelling over, It is flat and good, with only smallish 
preces of broken up ice lying about, and + large mound a1 
small ndge heie and there, but all of it 1s 1ce which can hardly 
be winter old, or at any rate has been formed since last 
summer, It is quite a rarity to come acioss a small tract of 
older ice, or even a single old floe whch has lan the summer 
through so rare, in fact, that at our last camping place it was 
impossible to find any ice which had been exposed to the 
summer sun, and consequently freed from silt We were 
obliged to be content with s iow for our dtimcing water.* Cer. 





. 

* Yor meltiig water m the coocer, it 1s Letter to use ice than snow, 
particularly if the latter be not old and granular ~— Newly fallen snow gives 
little water, and requires co siderably more hcat to warm it ‘That pait of 
salt water ice which 1s above the surfice of the sca, and, in particular, 
prominent pieces which have been exposed to the rays of the sun dir ng a 
summer, and are thus freed from the geetter part of their salt furnish 
excellent drinlang water. Some expeditions hive harbourcd the super- 
stition that drinking water from ice in whch there was he least sa t was 
inprtous This isa mistake which cost, for instance, the me nbers of the 
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tan it 1s that where these great expanses of flat ice come 
fioin there was open water last suminer o. autumn, and that of 
no litle extent, becaus: we passcs oye: many mules of this 
compact ice the who e cay yesterday ard a good part of the 
previous day, desides which there weie formerly a considerable 
nunber of stich tacts in between older, summer old ice 
‘Theie 15 little probability that tl 19 should have been formed in 
the vicinity hercabouts More probably it has come fiom 
futher east or south cast, and was formed in open water on 
the east side of Wilezek’s Land. I believe, consequently, that 
this must indicate that there can be not a dittle open water 
along the east ov northeast coast of Wileseks Land in the 
summer or autumn months.” 

Now followed a time when the lanes grew wo1se than ever, 
and we began to toil m grim caiiest. Lanes and ciacks went 
crosswise in every duection ‘Lhe ice was sometimes uneve a, 
and the surface loose an 1 heavy between the mregularities. 

“Tf one could get a buds eye view of this ico, the lanes 
would fom a veutable network of irregular meshes Woe to 
him who lets himself get entangled in 1t | 

“ Wednesday, May 2gth. Yesterday I inaugurated a gieat 
change, and began wih‘komage:’ It was an aprecable 
transition One's feet keep mice and dry now, and one 1s 
furthermore saved the tiouble of aitending to the I'inn shoest 


Jeannette expedition much unnecess uy trouble 1s they thought it impers 
tive to distil the water before they could drink it without inci rring the 118. 
of ce ary, 

* As will be 1nderstood by ou Iater d scoveries, my surm’ses were not 
ite correct We really were at that time north or north est of Wilezeh’s 
and, which seems to be only alittle island Meanwhile there mst hive 

been eatens ve open water th2 prev ots auttmn where th s ice wis formed, 
But when it is shown Inter haw much open water we suv on the noith-west , 
coast of Iraiz Josef Lind even in wiiter ths can eas y be i nigined 

+ Whereas Finn shots are made of reiideer shin with the hair an,! 

“komager” are made of under tanned hide without har, ge ioral y fior 
the ax or bearded sent (Poca barbata), with toys of remdeer sh 1, They 
are stio gard waterproof (sec description of eq: pment), 
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night aid moiming. They were beg nning in this mild tem 
perature to assume a texture hike our native ‘lefscr,’ a kind of 
tough rye cake Then, tod, one need no longer sleep with wet 
rags on one’s chest and legs to dry them 

‘That day we saw our fist bud a fulmar (Prated/aria 
glacial) 

“Tiursday, May 3oth At 5 oclock yesteiday morning we 
set forth with the buoyancy born of the belief thal now at last 
the whole network of lanes was behind us, but we had not 
gone far before the reflection of new channels appeaied in 
front, I climbed up on toa hummock as quickly as possible, 
but the sight which met my eyes was anything but enlivening 
—lane atter lane, crossing and reciossing 1n front of us and on 
each side, as far as the eye could reach It looked as if it 
mattered little what duection we chose: it would be of no 
avail in getting out of the maze I made a long excursion on 
ahead to see if there might not be a way of slipping through 
and over on the consecutive flat sheets as we had done before, 
but the ice appeared to be broken up, and so it pr obably is all 
the way to land It was no longe: with the compact, massive 
polar ice that we had to deal but with thin, boken up pack- 
ice, at the mercy of every wind of heaven, and we had to 
reconcile ourselyes to the idea of scrambling fiom floe to floc 
as best we might. What would I not have given at this 
moment fo. it to be March, with all its cold and sufferings, 
instead of the end of May and the thermometer almost above 
g2a° FP? It was just this end of May I had feared all along, 
the time at which T conside od it af tie greatest portance to 
have gamed land, Unhappily my feais proved to be well 
founded I almost began to wish that it was a mo ith 0 moie 
later; the ice would then perhaps be slacker here, with more 
open pools and lanes, so thal in a measure one could make 
one’s way'in a kayak. Well, who could tell? This miserable 
thin young ice appeared to be utterly treacherous, and the e 
was awater sky in every direction, but mostly far, far ahead 
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If only we were there if only we were under land! Perhaps 
if the woist should come to the woist, we may be reduced to 
waiting til over the time when the mild weather and break-up 
of the ice come in earnest, But have we provisions enough 
to wat till that tme? ‘Ths was, indeed, more than doubtful 
. . . » As I stood sunc in these gloomy reflections on 
the Imgh hummock, and looking southwards over the ice, 
sceing ndge after ndge, and Jane after lane before me, I sud- 
denly head the well known sound of a whale blowing from 
a lane close behind It was the solution of my troubles 
Starve we should not; thee are arimals here, and we have 
guns, thank Heaven, and haipoons as well, and we know how 
to use them, There was a whole school of narwhals in the 
lane breath ng and blowing ceaselessly, As some h’gh ice hid 
them from v ew for a great part, I could only see their grey 
backs, now and then, as hey arched themselves over the black 
surface of the water I stood a long while looking at them, 
and had I had my gun and harpoon, it would have been an 
easy matter to get one. After all, the prospect was not so bad 
at present ; and meanwhile what we had to do was not to mind 
lanes, but to keep on our course S W, or S.W. to S, over them, 
and push on the best we could, And with that tesolution I 
returned to the sledges Neither of us, however, had a very 
firm belief that we should get much farther, and, therefore, all 
the more elated did we become as our advance proved by 
degiees to be tolerably easy, in spite of our exhausted 
dogs. ‘ 

“Whue we were mokmg our way durirg the morning 
between some Innes, I suddenly saw a black object come 
rushing through the air ; it was a black guillemot (ura gryd/e) 
and it circled round us several times. Not long afterwards I 
heard a curious noise in a south westerly direction ; something 
like the sound made bya goat’s horn when blown on, I heard 
it many times, and Johansen also remarked it, but I could not 
make out what it was, An animal, at all events, it must be, as 
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human beings are hardly likely to be near us here * A little 
while later a fulmar came, sailing towards us and flew 1ound 
and round just over our heads I got out my gun, but before 
I had a cartridge in, the bird had gone again, It is begimmng 
to grow lively here ; it 1s cheering to see so much life, and 
gives one the fecling that one is approaching land and kindlier 
regions Later on I sawa seal on the ice; it was a little ringed 
seal, which it wauld have been a satisfaction to capture, but 
before I had quite made out which it was, 1 had disappemed 
into the water, 

“ At ten o’clock we had dinnet, wh ch we shall no longer cat 
in the bag, in o1de1 to save ttme We haye also decided to 
shoiten our marches to e ght hours or so 1n th day on account 
of the dogs At rr o'clock, after dinnet, we started off aga n, 
and at three stopped and camped. I should s:magine we went 
seven miles yesterday, or let me say between twelve and fifteen 
during the last two days ; the ducction being about south west , 
every little counts 

“Tn fiont of us on the horizon we have a water sky, o1 at 
any rate a reflection which 1s so shaiply defined and remains so 
immovable that it must either be over open water or dark land, 
our course just bears on it. It 18 a good way off, and the water 
it 1s over can hardly be of small extent, I cannot help think 
ing that it must be under land. May itbeso But between 
us, to judge by the sky, there seem to be plenty of la ies, 

“ The ice is still the samc nowadays, bacly of the previous 
winter s formation, where it 1s umposstble to ‘ind any suitable 
for cooking It seems to me that 1115 here, if possible, thinner 
than ever, with a thickness of fiom 2 to 3 fect. ‘Ihe 1eason 
for this T am still at a loss to expla n 

‘Friday, May 31st. It is wonderful , the last day of May— 
this month gone too without ou reaching fand; without even 





* Tt was undoubtedly from seals, which often utter a sound Ice a pror 
tracted ‘ ho,” ? ee ar : m 
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seeing it. June carnot suiely pass in the caine mannei—it ig 
apposs.ble that "e can nave fu to go now FT thick evcry- 
thing seems to indicate this, ‘The ice becomes thinner and 
thinner, we sec moie and more | fe aiound us and in fiont is 
the sume ieflection of watcr or land, whichever it may be 
Yesterday I s vw two unped seals (Phoca fetda) in two small 
lanes , a bnd, probably 1 fulmar, flew over a lane here yester 
day eve1ng and at midday yesterday we came on the fresh 
tracks of a bear and two small cubs which had followed the 
side of alane ‘Theie seem to be prospects of fresh food in 
such suiroundings, though, cuiously cnough, neither of us has 
any particular ciaving for it; we are quite satisfied with the 
food we have, but for the dogs it would be of great importance 
We had to kill agai las might, this time it was ‘Pan, our 
best dog. It could not Le helped, he was quite worn our and 
could not do much mote The seven dogs we have left can 
now live thice dys on the food he provided 

“This 1s quite unexpected, the ice 1s very much bioken 
up here, mere pack ice, were it not for some large floes or flat 
spaces in between If th s ice had time to slacken it would be 
easy enough to row between the flocs Sometimes when we 
weie stopped by lanes yesterdiy, and 1 went up on to some 
high hummock to look ahead, my heart sank within me and I 
thought we should be constiaimed to give up the hope of 
getting farther , it was looking out over a very chaos of lumps 
of ice and biash mixed together inopen water. ‘To jump from 
piece to piece in such waters, with dogs, and two heavy sledges 
following one, is not exactly easy; but by means of invest ga- 
tion and experiment we managed eventually to get over this 
lane too, and after going through rubble for a while came upon 
flat ice again, and thus it kept on with new lanes repeatedly. 

The tce we are now travelling over is almost entirely new 
ice with occasional olde: floes in between. It contmues to 
grow thinner, here it 1s for the greater part not mote than 
3 feet m thickness, and the floes are as flat as when they were 
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frozen Yesterday evening, however, we got on to a stictch 
of old ice on which we pie stationed nov, but how far 16 
extends it 1s difficult to say. We cam ed yesterday at half 
past six in tre evenmg and found fiesh tce agaiu for the 
cooker, which was distinctly a pleasant change for the cook, 
We have not had it smce May 25th* <A disagiceable wind 
fiom the south, it 2s true, has sprung up this evening, and 1 
will be hard work going against it, we have a gicat deal of bad 
weather here, 1t 1s overcast nearly every day with wind, south 
wind, which above everything is least des able just now But 
what arewe todo? ‘To settle down we haye hudly piovender 
enough ; there 1s nothing for it, I suppose but to grind on. 

“Took a metidian altitude to day, and we should be in 
82° a1’ N. and still no glimpse of land, th is becoming 
more and more of an enigma What would I not give to set 
my foot on dry land now, out patierce, alvzys patience ’ 








* Tt was from about 82° §2'N south to 82° 19’ N that we travelled 
over yourg ice of this descuption; that 1s to sry, there must hive been 
open water over a d stance of fully 32 Linglish geogriphicul m les (33/ of 
fautude) We also found ice of this {c nd farther so. ta for a fong d stance, 
and the open sea must have been cons deribly greater, 
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CHAPIER VIL 
By Strnce anp Kavan 


“Sayurpay, June cst So this is June What has ion 
sto ¢ for ts? Will not ths month either bt ng us the land we 
aie loiging for? Must hope and believe so, though the t me 
ig daw ng out Tack, for the matter of that, 15 a wonderful 
thing 1 cxpected th 5 mori g as little of the day as was well 
possible ; the worth 1 was thick and snowy, and we had a 
strong contiay wid, It was no better when we came on 4 
lane duecty after ve stated, wheh appeared to be neary 
impassable; everyth ng was datk aid dull, However, the 
day tw ied out to be better than we expected. By means of a 
dctout to the notth cist, I fond a passage across the lane and 
we got on to long fla: plains which we went ove: until quite” 
midday. And from five this afternoon we had another how 
and a-half of good ice, but that was the end of it; a lane 
which ran in several directions cut off every neans of advance, 
and althotgh I spent more than an hour and a half in looking 
fora crossiig nane was taghe found There was nathing for 
1t but to camp, ard hope that the monow would bring an 
improvement. Now the morrow has come, but whether the 
improvement has come licewise, and the lane has closed more 
o~ her, Ido not ye know. We camped about nine yester 
AY Qyoning. As usual latterly, after nearly a whole day of 
ak snow, it suddenly cleared up as suon as we began to 
pitch the tent. The wind also went down, and the weather 
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became-beaut'ful, with blue sky and hight white clouds, so that 
one mght almost dream opeself fy away tes ni nerat home, 
The honzon in the west and south west was cle1 enough, but 
nothing to be seen except the same water sky, which we have 
been steering for, and, happrly, it is oby ously iigher so we 
aie getting under it, If only we had reached wt Yonder 
there must be a change, that I have no doubt of. Ilow I long 
for that change | 

“ Cunous how different things ac. If we only revch land 
before our provisions give out we shall thin< oursclyves well out 
of danger ; while to Payet it stood for certara starvui on af he 
should {have to remain there and not find Zigethoff again, 
But then he had not been roaming about in the drift ice 
between 83° and 86° for two months and a half, wit out seeing 
a lying createre, Just 7s we were going to bicak up camp 
yesterday motning, we suddenly heud the angry cry of ar 
ivory gull, there, ax0ve us, beautiful and white, wee two of 
them saiing nght over otr heads. I thought of shooting 
them, but it seemed, on the whole, hady woiti wh'le to 
expend a cartiidge apece on such bnds, tiey d sappeaicd 
aga n, too, directly, A little wh le afterwuds we hewd thom 
again As we were lying in the big today, and wating for 
breakfast, we suddenly heard a hoatse scicim over the tent, 
someth ng like the croaking of a crow. T should incgine it 
must have been a gull (Zavws av gentafus ?) 

“Ts it not curious? ~The whole n ght long whenever I ws 
awake, did the sun smite in to us oe ours cod walls, 
and it was so warm anc I ght that { lay and dreamed diewns 
of summer far fiom Janes and diudgery and endless toil 
How faw hfe seems at such moments, aid how bi'ght the 
future! But no sooner do T turn out at half past nine to 
cook, than the sun veils his countenance and snow begins to 
fall, This happens nearly every day now. Is it because he 
will have us settle down here and wait for the summer, and 
the slackening of the ice and open waler will spare us the 
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toil of finding a way ove: ths hopeless maze of Jares? Tam 
loath, in leed, that ths shoul come to piss. Lyen of we 
could manage, as fat vs provisions "are concaned, hy killing 
and eatiig che dogs, and witli a chance of gime in prospect, 
our an yal in Spitzbergen woud be kite, and we meght not 
improbably have to pass the winter theic, and then those at 
home would have another year to watt ’ . 

“Sunday, June znd, So it 1s on Whit Sunday that ths 
hook* finishes I could hidly have ima sined thit we should 
still be m the driftice without secing land; but fate wills 
otherwise and sie knows no mercy, 

“The lane which stopped us yesterday did not close but 
opened wider until there was a big sca to the west of us and 
we were livmg ona floe in the midst of it without a passage 
across anywhere. So, at Jast, what we have so often been 
threatened with his come to pass; we must sct to wok and 
make our kayaks seaworthy But first of all we moved the 
tent into a sheltered nook of the hummock, where we are lying 
to, so thal the wind does not reach us, and we can imagine i 
1s quite still outside, instead of a regular ‘mill bieeze’ blowing 
from the south west ‘To rp off the cover of my kayak and 
get it mto the tent to patch it was the work of a very short 
fime, and then we spent a comfortable, quiet Whit Sunday 
evening in the tent. The cooker was soon going and we had 
some smoking hot obscouse for dinner, and I hardly think 
either of us regretted he was not on the move; itis undeniably 

yovutto make a halt somelumes The cover was soon patched 
and ready®; then I had tg go out and brace up the fame of, 
my kayac Qwhere most of the lashings aie Slack, and must bel 
lasted ovejp aya, this will be no inconsideiable piece o 
work; the®ie me at least foity of them, Fowcyei, only 

couple of tthe nbs ore split, so the framework can casily by 





se! Are was the ist diuy T used on the sledge jomney. 
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made just as good as before Johansen also took the cover 
off his kayak and to day 1s gomsz to be pale red. 

“When both the f amé are putia orde ind the cover 01 
we shall be ready to start afresh and to nect every d fier] 5, 
be it Janes, poofs or open sca It wil, indeed, be wtr et 
feeling of secursty that we shall set forth, and there will be 11 
end to this continual aratety lest we shoule meet with ampas 
able lanes I cannot conceive that anything now can prevent 
us from soon reaching Jand, It ci. hudly be long now 
before we meet with Ines and open water im which we un 
row There will be ad (feu ly with tic 1c nu iing dogs, how- 
ever, and it will Lea case of patting with them ‘Ihe dog, 
rations were portioned ott yesterday evening and we st Nl have 
part of ‘Pan? for supper , but ‘ Klappers angen’ must go too, 
We shall then hiye ox dogs, which, I suppose, we can hep 
four days, and still get on a good way with the n 

“Whitsuntide there is something so Ievely aid summaei- 
hike in the word. It 1s hard to th nk how Leautiful everything 
is now at home and then to lie here st 1 in must and wind 
and ice Tow homesick one giows, but what good docs it 
do? Lattle Liv will go to dinner with her grr idiot ier to-day 5 
pethaps they ae dressing ha 11 a new fiock at ths vay 
moment, Well, well, the time w Il come when Tci1 go with 
her-—bit when? I must set to work o1 the buh age, and at 
wil be all right 1” 

We worked with ardour during the followmy d ys Lo get onr 
kayaks ready, and even grudged the tine fitteatng, ‘Twelve 
hours sometimes went by belween cach mea, and ot working 
day often lasted for twenty four Moms. Bit all the same it 
took tme to make these kayk fully sewnthy again, ‘The 
woust of it was that we had to be so carefil with our mater'als, 
as the oppoilumities of acqu ring more were not immoderately 
abuidant, When, for mstance, aiib had to be 1¢ lashed, we 
could not 1p up the old lashing, but had o unwind it eve 
fully 11 ordet not to deshoy the line, and wher there are 
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many scoies of such places to be 1¢ lashed, this takes time, 
Then, too several of the bunboo nibs which run along the 
side of the framework (part cularly i in Johansen’s kayak) we e 
split, and these had whol y or partly to be taken out and new 
ones substituted, ot to be strengthened hy lashings and side 
splmts When the covers‘weie properly patched, and the 
frames after several days’ work again in order, the covers were 
put on and carefully stretched All th s, of couse, had to be 
done with care and was not quick work; but then we had the 
satisfaction of knowing that the kayaks were fully seaworthy, 
and capable, if need be, of weatheing a storm on the way 
over to Spitzbergen 

Meanwhile the time flew by, our precious time; but then 
we hoped that our kayaks would rendei us important assistance, 
and that we should get on all the quicker in them Thus, on 
Tuesday, June 4th, I wrote in my diary: ‘It seems to me 
that it cannot be long before we come to open water or slack 
ice ‘The latter 1s, hereabouts, so thn and broken up, and 
the weather so summer like, Yesterday the thermometer was 
a httle below freezing posit, and the snow which fell was more 
like sleet than anything elsc , 1t melted on the tent, and it was 
dificult to keep things fiom getting wet inside; the walls 
chipped if we even went near them We had abominable 
weather the who e day yesterday, with falling snow, but for the 
matter of that we ae used to it, we have had nothing else 
lately, To day, however, it 1s brilliant, clear ble sky, and the 
sun has just cothe over the top of our hummock and down 
inta the tent Tt will he a gloi ous day to st ont and work 
in, not like yesterday, when all one’s tackle got wet, it is 
waist of all when one 1s lashing, for then one carinot keep 
the line taut This sun is a welcome fiend; I thought I 
was almost tied of it before when it was always there, but 
how glad we ate to see it now, and how it chceis one! 
I can hardly get it out of my head that 1 is a glorious 
fresh June morning home by the bay. Only let us soon have 
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water so that we can use our kayaks, and it will not be 
long vefore we are home 

“To day,* for the first time on the whole of this journey, we 
have dealt out rations for breakfast, bot: of butter 13 oss 
and aleuronate bicad, 63 ozs, We must keep to weights m 
order to be certain the provisions will last out, and I shall take 
stock properly of what we have left before we go futher. 

“ Happiness 15, indeed, shorthved ‘The sin has gone 
agam, the sky 16 overcast, and snowflikes aie beginn ng 
to fall 

“Wednesday, June sth Stull at the same spot, but it is to 
be hoped it will not be long before we are able to get off 
The weather was fine yesterday after all, and it was summer 
1 ke to sit out and work and bask in the sun, and then to look 
out over the wate: and the ice, witn the gluveting waves and 
snow, 

“Yesterday we shot our first game, It was an ivo1y gull 
(Larus eberneus), which went flying ove: the tent. There wee 
other gulls here, yesterday, too, and we saw as many as four 
at once; but they kept ata distance. I went after them once 
and missed my mark. One cartridge wasted ; this must not 
be repeated. If we had taken the trouble we could easily 
have got more gulls, but they are too sinall game, and it 1s 
also too early to use up our ammumition In the pool here I 
saw a seal, and Johansen saw one too We have both seen 
and head natwhals, There is life enough here, and if the 
kayaks were in order, and we could 1ow out on the water, I 
haye no dou >t we could get sqmething. However, it is not 
necessary yet. We have provisions cnough at present, and tt 
1s better to employ the time in getting on, on account ot 
the dogs, though 1t would be well 1f we could get some bg 





* Unt ith s day we had caten whit we requicd without weighing owt 
yat ons. Tt proved that after all we did not cat mote than I had originally 
allowed per day, ze kilo of died food We now rec ced these day 4 
1alions considerably, ‘ 
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fame, and not kill any more of them until om ice journey is 
ovei, and we take to the kayaks for good, Yestciday we had 
to kill ‘Klapperslingen’ Ile gave twenty five rations, which 
will last the six rema 11g dogs four days, The slaughtering 
was now entuely Johansen’; business, he had achieved such 
deaterity tiat with a single thrust of my long Lapp knife he 
made an end of the animal, so that it hid no time to ttter a 
sound, and after a few minutes, w th the help of the knife and 
our little axe, he had divided the animal into suitable doles, 
As I mentioned before, we left the skin and har on, the 
former was carefully caten up, and the only thing left after 
the dogs’ meal was as arule a tuft of hair here and there on 
the ice, some claws, and, p>rhaps, a well gnawed cranium, the 
haid skull being too much for them 

“Thay are beginning to be pretty well starved now Yester- 
day ‘Lillerzeven’ ate up the toe strap (the iemdect skin which 
1s placed under the foot to prevent the snow fiom balling), 
and a little of the wood of Johansens snowshoes which the 
dog had pulled down on tc the ice The late ‘Kvik’ ate up 
her sail-cloth harness, and Iam not so sme these others do 
not indulge in a fragment of canvas now and then 

“T have just reckoned out our longitude according to an 
observation taken with the theodolite yesterday, and make it 
to be 6x° 165’ E ; our latitude was 82°17 8’ N. I cannot 
understand why we do not see land. The only possible 
explanation must be that we are father east than we think, 
and that the land stretches southwards in that d rection, hit 
we cannot have much fatth2r’to go now. Just at this moment 
a bud flew over us which Johunsen, who 1s standing just out- 
side the tent, took to be a kind of sandpiper. 

"Thursday, June 6th. Still on the same spot, I am long- 
ing to get off, see what things look hke, and have a final solu- 

“Yon of this nddle which 1s constantly before me. It will be a 

real pleasure to be under way again with whole tackle, and I 
cannot help thinking that we shall-soon be able to use our 
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kayaks in open water Life would be anotha thing ther! 
“ancy, to get clear for good of this ice and these lanes, this 
oil with the sledges and endless trouble with the dogs, oily 
oneself in a light ciaft dancing over the yaves at play! Itis 
almost too much to think of. Perhaps we have still manya 
hard tun before we reach it, many a aark hour. but some 
ime it must come, and then then life will be life again 

“ Yesterday at last we finished mending the framework of 
both kayaks We ugged up some plated bamboo at the 
bottom of each to place the provisions on in orden to prevent 
them from getting wet in case the kayaks should leak. To 
day we have only to go over them again, test the lashings and 
brace (support) those thit may require it and finally put the 
covers on To morow evening I hope w2 shall get off Ths 
repa ting has taken it out of the cord, of our thee balls we 
have 1ather less than one left This I am veiy anxious to 
keep, as we may require it for fish 1g and so forth 

‘Our various provisions ate begin ung tc dwindle Weighed 
the ,butter yesterday, and found that we only had 5 Ibs, x oz, 
If we reckon our daily ration at 14 ozs per man, it wall last 
another 23 days, and by that time we shill have gone a litle 
farther, To day, for the first time, I could note down a 
temperature above freezing point, #0, + 35 6° Tah. this 
morning, The snow outsde was soft a! through, and the 
hummocks are dipp ng. It will not be long now before we 
find water on the floes. Last mght, toa, it absolutely rained 
Ir was only a siort shower, fiist of all it drizzled, then cane 
large heavy drops and we took shelter ins de tie tent in arder 
not to get wet but it was rain itn! It was quite a summer 
feeling to sit in here and hsten to the drops plash ng on the 
tent wall As regards the going this thay will probably bea 
good thing if we should have frost agam; but if the snow 1s 
to continue as it is now it will be a fine mess to get through, 
among all these ridges and hummocks Instead of such a 
contingency, it would he better to have as much rain as 
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possible, 1o melt and wash the ice cleat of snow. Wel, well, 
it 1 ust do as it hikes, It cannot be long now before it takes 
a tun for the better—land or open water, whichever it may be, 

“Saturday, June 8th, Tintshed and tued the kayaks 
yesterday at last, but ony by dint of suuckmg to our work 
fiom the evening of the day before yesterday to the evening 
of yesterday It 1s xemarkable that we are able to continue 
woiking so long atasuctch, If we were at home we should 
be vary tired and hungy, with so many working homs between 
meals; but here st docs not seem more than it should be, 
although our appetites, certainly, are first ate, and om sleepmg 
poweis good, It docs not seem as if we were glowing weak 
or sickening for scuivy just yet. As a matter of fact, so far as 
T know, we ae unusually stiong and healthy just now and in 
full elasticity, 

“When we tied the kayaks in a [ttle lane just here, we 
found them considerably leaky in the seams and also in the 
canvas owing to their rough usage on the way, but it 1s to be 
hoped no more so than wi] be remedied when a little soaking 
makes the canvas swell out 1 will not be agreeable to ferry 
ove: lanes and have to put our kayaks dry and leaky on the 
water, Our provisions may not improbably be reduced to a 
pulp, but we shall haye to put up with that, too, like every- 
thing else, 

“And so we really mean to get off to day, after a week's 
stay on the same spot Yesteiday the south cast wind set in ; 
it has increased to‘day, and become tather strong, to judge by 
the whistling round the hummocks outside, I Jay here this 
mortang fancying I heard the sound of breakers « lutle‘way 
off. All the lanes about here closed yeste1day, and there was 
little open water to be seen. It 1s owing to this wind, I sup- 
pose, and if it 1s gomg to close lanes for us, then let it blow 
ren Qe The snow 1s covered with a crust of ice, the going is as 
good as possible, and the 1:¢, it is to be hoped, 1s mote or tess 
flat, so we shall be all right, 
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“ Johansen shot another ivory gull yesterday and we had it 
and another one for dinner, It was our first taste of fresh 
food, and was, it cannot be denied, very good ; but all the 
same not so delightful as one would expect, seeing that w¢ 
have not had fresh meat for so many months, It is a proof, 

“no doubt, that the food we have 1s also good. 

“Weighed the bread yesterday , found we had 26 lbs 4 02s 
of wheaten bread and 17 Ibs x oz, of aleuronate bicad 50, for 
that matter, we can manage for another thirty five or foily 
days, and how far we shall then have got the gods alone know, 
but some part of the way tt must be 

“Sunday, Juie oth We got away from om camping 
ground at last yesterday, and we were nore than pleased. In 
spite of the weather, which was as bad as it could be, with a 
raging snow storm from the east, we were both glad to begm 
our wanderings again, It tuuk some time to fix giips under 
the kayaks, consisting of sack, sleeping bag, and blankets, and 
so load the sledges; but eventually we made a start We got 
well off the floe we had lived on so long, and did not even 
have to use the kayaks which we had spent a week in patching 
for that purpose. The wind had carefully closed the lanes, 
We found flat ice country, and made good way in spite of the 
most villamous going, with newly fallen snow, wh ch stuck to 
one’s snowshoes mercilessly, and in which the sledges stood as 
if fixed to the spot as soon as they stopped ‘The weather was 
such that one could nét sce many hundied feet in front of 
one, and the snow which acct m tated on one’s clothes, on the 
weather side, wetted one lo the skin, but still it was glorious 
to see ourselves making piogicss progicss Lowards ow glu bon 
goal We came across a number of lancs, and they woe 
difficult to cioss, with their complicated network of cracks aad 
ridges in all directions. Some of then were bioad ind full 
of brash, which rendeted it nnpossible to use the kayvks. . Lyset 
some places, however, the brash was pi cesed 90 lightly together 
that we could walk on if, But many journcys to and fo aro 
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nealy alnays necessay before any reasonable opportunity of 
adyance ss to be found = Tu time P ofttn long to the one 
who emans behiid with the dogs. bemg blown though or 
weticd thot g1 meanwhile, as the ease may be, Oflen when 
it seemed as if 1 was never coming back, did Johansen th nk t 
had fallen throt gh some la ie and was gone for good As one 
sits theic on the kayak waithag and waitiig and gazing in fiont 
of ore into solitude, many stia ge thougl ts pass tiongh one’s 
bian Several timcs he climbed the highest hum nock near 
at hand to scan the ice anxious y, and then, when at last he 
discovered a little black speck moving about o1 the white 
flat surface, far, far away, his mind would be relicved As 
Johansen was waitiig in this way yesterday, he temarked that 
the sides of the floe in fiont of him were slowly moving up 
and down,* as they might if rocked bya sl ght swell Can 
open water be near? Can at be that the gicat bicakers from 
the sea have penetrated in hae? How willingly would we 
beheve it = But, perhaps, tt was only the wind which set the 
thin ice we are tiayellng ove now in wave like motion. Or 
have we ically open water to the south cast? It 1s remarkable 
that this wind welds the ice together, while the south west wind 
here a hittle while ago slackened it When all 1s said, is it 
possible that we are not far from the sea? I cannot help 
thinking of the waterieflections we have scen on the sky 
before us. Jouansen has just left the tent, and says that he 
can see the same reflection in the south, it is mgher how, and 
the weather toleiably clear. What can it be? Only let tsga 
on and get there 
“We came across the t ack of a bear agun yesterday, tow 
Old it was could not easily be determined in this snow, which 
obhteiates evciything in a few minutes, but it was mobably 
from yesterday, for ‘Haren’ duectly afterwards got scent of 
Aree 





* It was probably pressure of the floes against each other which caused 
this movement, We noticed the same motion sevcral times later 
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something and started off against the wind so that Johansen 
thought the bear must ba somewhere near Weil well, old 
or new, a bear was theie wh le we were a litt e faith: north, 
stitching at the kayaks, and one day it wall come oui way too, 
no doubt The gull which Johansen shot brought up a large 
piece of blubber when it fell and this tends to confirm us in 
the belief that beats are at hand, as the bird hardly could have 
done s0, had 1t not been 11 company 

“ The weather wag wet and wietched, a1d to make things 
worse, there was 7 thick mist, and the going was as heavy as 
it could be, To go on did not seem very athactive, but, on 
the other hand, a halt for dinner in ths slush was still less so 
We therefore continued a little while longer, and stopped at 
ro oclock for good, What a welcome cringe it was to be 
under the tent again. And the ‘fiskegiatin’ was delicious, 
It gives one such a sense of satisfaction to feel that, in spite of 
evelything, one 1s mak ng a little way. The temperature is 
beginning to, be bad now, the snow 1s quite wet, and some 
water has entered my kayak, which I suppose melted on the 
deck and ran down through the open side where the lacing 1s, 
which we have not yet sewn fast. We are waiting for good 
weather in order to get the covers thoroughly diy first, and 
then stretch them well. 

Monday, June roth In spite of the most impenetrable 
mist and the most detestable going on soppy snow which has 
not yet been sufficiently exposed to fiost to become granulai, 
and where the sledges rode their very heaviest we still managed 
to make good even progress the whole day yesterday There 
weie innumeiable lanes, of course, to deal with, and many 
crossings on loose picces of ice which we accomplished at a 
pinch. But the ice is flat here evaywheie, and every little 
counts It 1s the same thin wiiter ice cf about 3 feet in 
thickness. I only saw a couple of old floes yesteiday==sirey= 
were in the neighbourhood of our camping-ground, which was 
also on an old floe—otherwise the ice 1s new, and in places 
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very new. We went over some laige expanses yesterday of 
ice one foot or Jess in uuckoiess, gIhe last of uncse tracts in 
particular was vay iemukaible, and must at one time have 
been uw immense pool, the ice on it was so thin that it 
cimsot be long before it melts altogether, Theie wis water 
en all tus ice, and at wes hice wals wy though gruel As a 
matter of fact the wc aot here is nothing clse but pu e 
bioken up service corsisting of lirge and small floes, not 
infreque itly very small flucs closcly agg cgaled, bit when 
they have the chaice of slickeut sg they wll spicad over the 
whole sea heicabouts and we shall have wate: enough to row 
in any direction we please 

“The weathcr seems tc day to be of the same kind as 
yesterday, with a south wes. wind, which is teaung and rattling 
at the tent walls, A thaw and wet snow I do not know if 
we shall get any more fiost, but it would make the snow in 
splendid condition for our snowshoes I am afiaid, however, 
that the contiary will rather be the case, and that we shall 
soon be in for the worst kreak up of the winter The lances 
otherwise ate begining tc improve; they ate no longer so 
full of bash and slush, it 1s melting away, and biidges aid 
such ike have a better chance of forming in the clearer 
water 

“We scan the honzon unremittingly for land, every time 
there is a clear interval, but nothing, never anything, to be 
seen, Meanwhile we cons‘antly see signs of the pioxim ty of 
land or open water The gulls increase conspict ously in 
number, and yesterday we sow a /ittle auk (Aergulus alle) ma 
lane. The atmosphere in the south and south west 1s alnays 
apt to be dark, but the weather has becn such that we can 
teally see nothing. Yet I fel that the solutio 1 is approaching 
But then how long have I not thought so? There 1s nothing 
fart hat the noble virtue of pat ence. 

“What beautiful ice this would have been to travel over in 
Apul. before all these lanes were formed—cndless flat nlains 
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For the lanes, as far as we know, are all newly formed ones 
with some ridges here and there, which are also new. 

“Tuesday, July rth” A monotonous Ife ths on the 
whole, as monotonous as one can well imagiie it to tua 
out day after day, week after week, month alter month, to the 
same toil over ice which 1s sometimes a little better, sometimes 
a little worse—it now seems to be steadily getting worse—~ 
always hoping to see an end to it, but always hoping im vain 
ever the same monotonous range of vision over ice, and again 
ice Nosgn of land in any duectton and no open water, and 
now we should be in the same latitude as Cape Tligely, or at 
most a couple of minutes farther north We do not know 
where we are, and we do not know when this will end, 
Meanwh le our provisions are dwindling day by day, and the 
number of our dogs is growing seiously less Shall we reach 
land wh le we yet have food, or shall we, when all 1s said, ever 
reach it? It will soon be impossible to make any way against 
thig ice and snow: the latter 1s only slush, the dogs sink 
through at every step ; and we ourselves splash through it up 
above ow knecs when we have to help the dogs or take a 
turn at the heavy sledges, which happens fiequently, It 1s 
hard to go on hoping 11 such c reumstances, but sttll we do 
so; though sometimes, perhaps our hearts ful us when we sce 
the ice lying before us like an impenetrable mize of ridges, 
lanes, brash, and huge blocks thrown together pell mel, and 
one m git imag’ne one’s self looking at suddenly congealed 
breakeis There are mo nents when it scems impossible that 
any creature not possessed of wings can get farther, and one 
longingly follows the fl ght of a pdssing gull, and thinks how. 
far away one would soon be could one botow ts wings But 
then, in spite of everything, one finds a way and hope spr‘ngs 
eternal Ict the sun peep out a moment fiom the bank of 
clouds, and the tce plains gl tter in al ther whitaness ; Jet the * 
sunbeams play on the water, and 1 fe seems beautiful in spite 
of all, and worthy a struggle, 
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“Tt is worderful how Iittle it takes to give one fresh 
cou ase. Yesterday I fornd dead m a line a hittle polar ced. 
(Gadus folaris), ond tay yes, Tafa see, mit have shone 
with plesue when Tsu it) Tk was ical treasure trove, 
Wie ec tome is fh in the watar ore cn 1a dly starve, and 
before I crept into the teit (19 mornig T sect a] 1e in the 
lane desde us, Put whit a number of these Title fish it, 
would icqute to feed orc =miny moe Mm one day tharf one 
could catch in a week, or perhaps in a month! Yet one is 
hopefil and lcs counting the chances of there be ng larger 
fish in the water heie, and of be ng able to fish to ones heart’s 
content F 

© Advance yesterday was mote difheult than on the previous 
days, the ice move t icyer and massive, and in some places 
with occastonal old flocs in betyeen We were stopped by 
many bad janes, too, sod d not mace much way, Lam ala 
not more than 3 or 4 miles. I think we may now reckon on 
being in Jatutude 82°8 or 9 N af tus continual south east 
wind has not sent us northwards again The go ng is getting 
worse aid worse. ‘ihe snow 1s water soaked to the bottom, 
and will not bem the dogs any longei, thot gh it his become a 
little more granulai lately, and the sledges 1tn well on it when 
they do not cut through, which happens continual y and then 
they are almost immovabe It 1s heavy for the dogs, and 
would be so even if they were not so wietchedly wdin out as 
they aie; they stop at the slightest thng, and have to be 
helped or driven foiward with the whip, Poor animals, they 
have a bad time of 1t Lillerreven, the last of my orginal 
tcam, will soon be unablz to go farthci~and such a good 
animal to haul! We have five dogs left ( I ileeven,’ * Sto- 
reeven,’ and ‘ Kaifas’ to my sledge, ‘Suggen’ and ‘IIaten’ to 
Johansen’s) We still have enough food fo, them for three 
days, fiom ‘Isbjo1,’ who was killed yesterday moining ; and 

“hale that ume Johansen thinks the nddle will be solved. 
Vain hope, Tam afraid, a though the water sky in the south- 
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east or south south east (magnetic) seems always to keep nm 
the same posit on and has risen much h gher 

“We began ov1 inarch*at ha f past six yesterday aficrnoon 
and stopped before a lane at a quarter past thice this mormng 
T saw ficsh water pools on the ice unde: some hummocks 
yesterday foi the fiist tame Where we stopped, however 
there vere none to be found, so we had to melt water again 
this mormiig, but it will not often be necessary hereafter, I 
hope, and we can save ou ol, which, by the way, 1s becoming 
alarmingly reduced Outs de the weathe: and snow are the 
same; no pleaswe in tur iing out to tle toils of the day. I 
he here thmking of our June at home, how the sun is shin ng 
over forest and fjord and wooded hills, and there 1s———__ But 
some time we shall get back to life, and then it will be faner 
than it has ever been before 

* Weduosday, Junc 12th, This is getting worse aud worse, 
Yesterday we did nothing, hardly advanced more than a mile 
Wretched snow, uneven ice, lanes, and yillainous weathe 
stopped us There was certainly a crust on the snow, on 
which the sledges ran well when they were on it, but when 
they broke thio.gh and they did it constantly they stood 
jimmovable This ciust, too was bad for the dogs, poor 
things They sank through it into the deep snow between 
the nregulaities and it was like suimming though slush for 
them, But al the same we made way. Janes stopped us, it 
is tiue, but we cleared them somehow. Over one of them, the 
last, which looked nasty, we got by making 1 biidge of small 
floes, which we guided to the nanowest plice But then a 
shameless stom of wet snow, or’ more coriect’y s‘cet, witi 
immense flakes, set in, and the wiid increased. We could 
not see our way in this labyrinth of lanes and hummocks, and 
were as soaked as ducked crows, as we say The going was 
impossible, and the sledges as good as im novalle m_the wet 
snow, which was soon deep enough to cling to our snowshoes 
underneath in great lumps, and prevent them fiom running 


160 Chapter VI. 


These was badly any choca but to fnd a camping gtourd as 
soon as possible, for to force one’s way alo yg in such weather, 
‘and on such siow, and mike no p og ess, wis of I ttle use, 
We fouid 1 good camp ng ground aid pitched our tent after 
ony fou hot1s march, and went without our dinner to make 
up 

“Tere we are, t en, hadly knowing what to do ngxt 
What the going 1s lke outside I do not know yet, but 
probably not much better than yesterday, and whether we 
ought to push on the litte we cin, or go out aid try to 
capture a seal, I cannot decide. The worst of it ts that there 
do not seem to be many scals in the 1ce where we now are. 
We have seen none tie last few days, Perhaps t 1s too thick 
and compact for them (?) The ice here is strikingly different 
im character: fiom that we have been travelling over of late. 
It 1s considerably more uneven, for one thing, with mounds 
and somewhat old 1 dges, among them some very large oves. 
Nor docs it look so very old tn general, I should say, of last 
winter’s formation, though there are occrsional old flocs in 
between They appear to have been near land, as clay and 
eailhy matte: are f equently to be seen, particulaily in the 
newly formed ridges. 

* Johansen, who has gone out, says the same water sky $ to 
be seen in the south Wry is it we cannot reach it? But 
there it 1s all the same, an alluring goal for us to make fou, 
eycn if we do not teach it vely soon We see it again and 
again, looking so blue and beautiful, for us it 1s the colour of 
hope ’ é 

“Tuiday, June 14th It is three months to day since we 
left the Zram. A quautei of a year have we been wandering 
in this desert of ice, and here we aic st ll. When we shall see 
the end of it I can no longer form any idea; I only hope 
whatever_may be in store for us is not very far off, open water 
or taiid—Wilezek Land, Zchy Land, Spitzbergen, or some 
other country, 
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‘* Vosterday was not quite so bad a day as I expected We 
really dd advance, though not very fu hardly mere than a 
couple of m les but we must be content with that at this time 
of year. The dogs could not minage to diaw the sledges 
alone ; 1f there was nobody beside them, they stopped at every 
other step, The only th ng to be dore was to make a journcy 
to and fo, and thus go over the giounl three tmes While 
T went on ahead to explore Johaisen drove the slec ges as far 
as he could, first mame, aid then back again after his own 
By that time I had ietuined and d ove my ow. sledge as far 
as I had found a way, and ther ths perfor nance was 1¢ 
peated all over again, It 1s not rap d progress, bu progress 
it was of a kind, and that was soncth ng. The ce we me 
go ng over 1s anyth ng but even, itis still rather massive and 
old, with huwmacks and irregularities in every direcLon, and 
no 1eal flat tracts When added to ths, after going a shot 
distance we came to a place where the ice was broke 1 up into 
small floes, w th h gh tidges and bioad lanes fled with slush 
and brash so that the whole thing looked lice a single mass of 
desis, Whe ¢ there was hardly standimg1oom to say noth ng 
of any pro pect of advance, iL was only human to lose comage 
and g ve up, for the t me beiig tryiig to getor Wherever I 
turned the way was closed aid it lookcd as if adsaice was 
dened us for good ‘To lavich tie kayiss would be of no 
aul, for we co H1 hady cxvect to p ope them through ths 
accumula on of fagme its, and 1 wi o1 the po nt of mak ng 
tp my mnd to wan and ty om tuck with the net and ine, 
ard ce .fwe cond ne miinge to fad isc) someniere ta 
thee Lancs. 

* these ae moments fill of any ely, when fion some 
hummock die looks dx ingly over the ice one’s trot ght 
cont nual y revertiig to tic sime qre Lon have we povisions 
cnough to wait for the tme when the snow will have tet" 
and the ice have become slickei, aid mote intersected with 
lanes, so that o 1c can row between the floes? Or is there any 
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probabihty of om being able to obtam sufficient food, if thit 
which we have shold fall short? ‘These are grevt and impo 
fant questions wea Device yeu a Swot force com “eat tt 
will take a long t ne befeie all th’s sew melt away, vid 
advance hecones farly practicible, is catan, at whut tme 
the 1e nay beca ne ‘ltescr, and p ogres by means of the 
Janes poss ole, we crinct say; aid up to thie we have taken 
nothing, with the except on of two wory gulls ind a small fish 
We did, indeed, sce anpther fish swoon ving near te sulace of 
the water, but it was no ager thin the oViur. Woacie we arc 
just now, there seems to be little prospect of captuing any 
thng J have not secn a 3 ngle seal the last few days, t ough 
yesterday I saw the snowed down track of a bear, Meanwh te 
we sce ivory gulls continally, but they are still too small to 
be woith a em fidge ; yesterday, bowever, I saw a large gul, 
probably Zavrws ar genial is, 

“T determined to mcke one moie attempt to get on by 
striking farther east, and this time I was suecccsfill n find ng 
a passage acioss by way of a number of smul floes, O1 the 
other side there was iather old compret ice, part ally of forma 
tion a summer old, which seemed to have been near land, as 
it was wregular, and much intermiacd with eathy matte: We 
have travelled over this ice field ever since w thoul coming on 
lanes ; but it was uneven, and we came to giicf several umes 
In other places agai it was pictty good, 

“We began our march at 8 o’clocc on Wednesday after icon, 
and halted here at 5 o’clock this moining* Later on in the 
forenoon the wind went ovox to the north east, and the tem 
perature fel] The snow froze hard, and eventually the go og 
became pretty good ‘The crust on the snow bore the dogs up, 
and also the sledges to a certain extent and we looked forward 
to good going on the following day; but m this we wee 





SRS ound water cn t1¢ ice hers, su able for cooling, for the fast nae 
Tt was, however, somewhit e:l, so that tie “ fiskegratin? was too wel} 
seasoned, 
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doonicd to disappointment. No soonet had we got ins‘de bie 
tent than it began to snow, and kept bikly at 1 the whole dy 
whilst we s'cpt, and yete Cry eve yg, When we te ned ut tu 
get breakfast ready and start off, it was still snow1 ig, and deep 
loose snow covered everything ; a state of things bad beyond 
desenption There was no sense in going on, and we decided 
to wait and see how matters would turn out Meanwhile we 
were hungry, but as we could not affcrd a full Ineakfast I 
prepared a small portion of fish soup, and we returned to the 
bag agun . Johanéen to sleep on, I to re reckon all my obser 

yations from the time we left the 7am and sce if some cuor 
might not explain the mystery why no land was yet to be found, 
The sun had partially appeaicd, and I tued, though in vain 

to take an observation I stood waiting for more than an hour 
with the theodolite up, but the sun went n again and remained 
out of sight. 1 have calculated and calculated and thoug it 
and thought, but can find no m stake of any impoitance, and 
the whole thiig is a uddle to me I am beginning seriously 
to doubt that we may be too fai west after all I simply 
cannot conceive that we ate too fa east; for in such a case 
we cannot atl any rate, be more than 5° farther east than our 
observations* make us Supposng for instance, that our 
watches have gone too fast. ‘Johannsen’t cannot, at all 
events, have gained more than double its previous escapement 

I have assumed an escapement of five seconds ; but supposiig 
that the escapement has been ten seconcs this does not make 
more difference than 6 40” in e ghty days (the t me fiom ou 

departure fiom the Zam till the Jast observation) that 1s 1° 4o! 
father east thai we ought to be. Assuming, toc that I have 
calculated out days’ maiches at too g cat length, in the days 
between Api! Sth and rgth, and that instead of 36 Inglish 


* Agit proved Jater, we were 41 real y, theut 6° farther gast than we 
thot ght 
{calle my watch thus after Johannses, the watchmaker in London, 
who sj pl cd at 
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geox vhical m les or valher mme thin go satie mes, we 
have only gone 24 Tenghsh peor yhe Womiks, or 23 ste 
miles (le 5 we cannot posst ly have ,, 91), wo chotld the 1 hia 
been in 89° TL. instead 0f 1186° 2 on tie rathaswe tpposed 
That ws 3° further erst or with the fpri/es above let 1s sy 
togelicr 5° fut er caret ¢¢, we now mnsterd of being in long 
tide (1° 1. sould be in 66° F,* ot rbout yo miles f om C pe 
Yo ay. Dut it scems to me we ov sht tc «ce Find south of 16 
juct tic same) |= Wutevck Pand eyniot be so Tow vid ticnd 
suddenly so fu to the south, wien Cape Bada Pest ¢ sad to 
hein about 61° F aid $a N adstoctd dis be notsa ruc 
as somes fion us, No, this simconce vibe On theo her 
hand, it 18 nat any ersier to st p>) e ou sclyes west of it, we 
must baye dificd yoy matesa ly between Ap) 1 8t1 19d rgth, 
or my watch must have stopped for a time before Ail and 
‘The observat ons from Apiil 2nd, 4th, and 8th seem, 1 deed, to 
iidicate that we di {ted conside ably westwards Othe and 
we appeared to be in 103° G 1’ cn the 4th in 99° 59/ NT) and 
Apr! 8thin 95° 7 T. Petwcen these dues t ce were no 
maiches of importance 3 b tween the observator cn the and 
and the 4th there was ovly a short rill day’s march, and 
between t e 4th and the 7th a couple wuch amounted to 
nothing, and could only have can ed us a ftle westwards 
This tg as much as to say that we must have dl ifted 8°, or tet 
us reckon at any tate 7° westwr ds in the 6 x diys and n ghts 
Assu ning thatthe duft was the sume dur iz the five days and 
n ghts between the 8th and 13th, we they get 7° farther west 
fhan we supoase = We sher Id co1 ef tery now hein so, 
insteid of in 6r° TZ, and not more tl 11 36 to gom os fiom 
Cae Ugly and elcese hy Oscars Tand. We ar,ht to sce 
semeth go them Tthink Let us assume meainwh Ie that 
tle di fl westwards vas strong in the po od before Apul and 





SwRTTT: Hy we were sonewhit near the pomt I hee a3 ne (we were 
in 67°C aporosinttely} Tare we iw y we did not set ¢ land hee 
mentioned was Lcciuse it docs iwt exist; as was proved Inter, 
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also, and grant the possibility that my watch did stop at that 
tine (which I fear 1s not excluded), and we may then be any 
distance west for all we can tell. It 1s this poss’ sility which I 
hegin to think of moe and more = Meaarwhile, apparcntly 
there 15 nothing for it bit to ccnt nue as we have done alieady 
pethaps a hitle more south aid a solt lion musi come, 

“When, after having conc uded my calculations, [had taken 
a nap and again turned out at midday to day, the conditio) of 
the snow proved to be no better, im fact, rathe: worse. The 
new snow w1s wot and sticky and the goiig as heayy as it well 
could be However, it was necessay tor ake an attempt to 
get on, there was nothing gained by waitr1z there, and progiess 
1s plog ess be it ever so little, 

© I took a single altitude about midday, but it was not 
shaip.” 

“Saturday, June isth. The middle of June and still no 
plospect of an end to this, things only became worse in 
stead. So bid as yesterday though, it his never been, and 
woise, happry, it can hudly be Tie sledges ran terubly 
hervy 11 the loose, wet newly fallen srow which was deep to 
boot, ard sorietim*s wacn they stopped and that was cor 
tiiually they stuck as if glued to the spot It was all we 
could do to moye them when we pushed with all ow. m ght 
‘Lhen to this was added the fact thit ones snowshoes 111 
equal y oadly, and masses of snow col ected tndeimeath them 
the m ite one stopped, ones fect kept twisting continual y 
from ths catse, aid ice formed unde them, so that one 
suddenly slid off the snowshocs and into the snow, till far 
above one’: snees whe ore tel to pull or help the sledges, 
but there was nothing for it but to ¢ctan ole up and on to 
themagiu, To wade along m su h snow w thout them 15 an 
nnpossi nlity, and, as I have said before though fastent ig 
them on securely would have bee1a bette: plan, yet it would 
have becn too toublesome, seeing that we had to take then 
off continually to get the sludges over ridges and lanes, In 
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idditie 1 to all ths, wherever one tus the ice ist iever and 
all of mounds and old 1c ges, nd at & o aly by wt pgling along 
the an eel, so to sperk, Litto cargetoratall here are 
inis too ind ticy co ipel ore to mise long detours or go 
ong dstiices over thin, snub floes, udges, and other 
voomina ions = We sltugaled along, however, a hitule way, 
yoiking on our old plan of two tins, but a quick incthod 
t could not be culled ‘Tie dogs me becom n,r move and 
nore worn out, 411 Craver’ (ic Fist suivivet of my team, 
van now hardly wale bauiig the e 1S no cucstion OF he 
taggers hke a di meer man wd when he fals eri hardly 1 se 
o lus feet agan, ‘Loday he is gorig to be killed IT am 
hankful to say, and we shal be spaced seung bin ‘Stone 
ren,’ too, 1s getting very slack in the uaccs, the only one of 
pine which pn s tal ws €Ka fis? aad thats only as long a5 
mne of us is helping behnd = ‘Po keep on longer in such cn 
sumstances 3s only wearng ont sen and dogs Lo no pmpose, 
ind is also using up moie yrovender than 1s necessary, We 
herefore renounced ditiner, and halted at about ten yeste day 
avening after having begun the march et half past fotrm the 
uternoon, I had, howevei, stopped to trke an abscivation on 
he way. It 1s not easy to gct hold of the sun nowadays, and 
one must make the most of im when he is to be seen through 
the driving clouds, clear he will nevea be Yesterday after- 
noon, after an unconscionsb e wait and afte: having put up the 
istrument in vain a couple of times I finally got a wretched 
single altitude mn 

“Vesiciday evening I vecxoncd out these ote vatiotis and 
find that, contiary to om expectations, we have d iftud strongly 
weotwirds, having come fiom 61° 16’ I, which was our 
ongitude on June 4th, nght to asout 57° 4o LC But then we 
yave_also.drifted a good way north again, up to 82° 26’N, 
Tier being down in 82° 17 8’ on the same date, and we have 
been pushing southwaids as lard as we could the whole ume. 
Uowever, we are glad to see that there 1s so much movement 
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in the ice, for then there is hope of our drifting out eventually 
towards open water; foe that we can get there by our own 
efforts alone over tus shocking ice I am beginn’ng to doubt 
‘This country and this going aie too bad, and my hope now 1s 
in laies and slack ice = Happily, a noith east wind has sprung 
up Yesterday there was a fresh breeze fiom the noith north- 
west (magnetic), and the same agun to diy. Only let it blow 
on; if it has set us noith west it can also set us south west, 
and eventually out towards our goal, towards Iianz Josef 
Land or Spitzheigen. I doubt moie than ever our being east 
of Cape Thgely after this observaticn, and I begin to believe 
more and move in the possibility that the first land we shall 
see i we see any, and I hope we may I be Spitzbergen. 
In that case we should not even get a glimpse of Tranz Josef 
Land, the land of which I have dicamed golden dreams day and 
mght But still if it 1s not to be then well and good Spitz 
berzen 1s good enough and if we are as fai west as we seem to 
be, I have greater hope than before of finding slacke, ice and 
open water, and then for Spitzbergen. But there is still a 
se1ious question to be faced, and tl it 1s to procuie ourselves 
enough food for the jouney. 

‘T have slept hcie some time on pupose, after having 
spent a good while on my calculations and speculations as to 
ow duit and ou future We have nothing to hurry for w this 
state of the snow ; 115 hardly bette: to day than at was yesten- 
day, and then, on accocnt of the m Id temperature, it 1s better 
to trayel by nght than by day. ‘Ihe best thing to do 1s to 
spin out the tine 15 low as postble without consuming moe 
than abso ttely necessuy of the provisions; the summer 
cannot but miprove mattas, and we have sull thice months of 
it before us Phe question 15, can we procure ouiselyes food 
dung that time? Its ould be stiange, I think, 1f we could 
not. Theic ae birds about continually , I saw atten: ge 
gull yesterday, probably the heiring or silver gull (Larus argen- 
faius) but to suppoit life for anv length of time on such 
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small fry we have not cartridges cnot gh On seal on beat all 
my hopes are fxed, just ore before, out provisions give out, 
id the cyl hovr 5 waded off for a loa time to come,” 

“ginday June 16th Yesterday was a, ond as at well 
oil be, bic smifice cnet i to nese one fesperue, ind the 
eo aotgh = T yery mich do ibted whetl ar tre wisest ting 
would not s¢ to kM the doy and keep the nas food for om 
colves td try to"mare ott way on as best we could without 
then Ia that minner we should have provender for fifteer 
ov pe haps twenty days loiga, ind should sc able to make 
suine prc gicss at the same tune, “Hhae dovs not seem much 
to be dow 1 that } ne, however, aid perhips the + ght thing 
todowstowut But onthe otrer hand, per vps it 16 not far 
to laid o1 open wate, ot, al any ite, Lo slack sce, and ther 
every mile we can inake southw uds is of importance — I have, 
therefore, cone to the conclusion that we must use the dogs 
to get o1 with as best we can perhays there will be a change 
defore we expect it, ifnoth rg else the a, pe haps, some better ice, 
hike thu wehadbefore, Meanwse we were 0 olyged to h I lo 
dogs yesterday. ‘I Herevcn’ could hardly go when we started, 
his legs scemed fo be quite paily ed, and he fell down and 
could nol getipagam After Thad chagged him and the sledge 
for a time and had ted 11 vain to make him go, I had to prt 
hun on the load, and when we came to some hummochs whae 
thee wis shelter fiom the noith wind, Johansen lulled him, 
while I we it forward to fisda way, Meanwhile my other dog, 
‘Stoeven, was inamostas bid a phigh. Taunt he could 
not aad tho dffie, cy was te mike hin go ov so wat he was 
rot d agged with the sledge Ue went a fittle way, stum oling 
and fall yg, and be ng helj vd up repeatedly, but soon he was 
just as xtdas ‘T,Mereven had been, lagged beh 1d, got the 
traces under the sledge rnners, and was ditgged with it Ag 
T thought-F had enough to do in hauliig the sledge T let him 
go, in the hope that he would, at any 1ate, follow us, He did 
so fora litle while, but then stopped belund, and Johansen 
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was compelled to fetch him and put h m on his load, ind when 
we camped he wis killed foo. 
© * Kailas’ 15 the only dog I have Jeft to help me haul my 
sledge aid Johansen has ‘Ifaren’ and ‘Suggen’ We have 
ations fot the n for ten days from the two slatghteed dogs 
ait how fa we shall be able to get with them the gods alone 
snow. Not very far, I am afraid. Meanwhile our hitheito 
somewhat pum tive method of haul ng had to be improved on, 
With two dog ha nesses we accord ngly invde omselves proper 
iauling gea ,* and Thetewith all idea of using snowshoes not 
securely fastened on had to be abandoned = Ones feet twisted 
vid sl pped and sl d off the snowshoes and deep down into the 
ottomless snow, which in additioa turned to ice under our 
fet, and with om smooth komage: soles was as slippery as 
ecl slan to standon Then we fastened them on aid where 
the ice was even, it really was possible to drag the sledge, 
even with only one dog beside one. I saw that given pass 
rble snow and passable country to work on, we could make 
some progiess du ing tie day, though as soon as theie wis 
the sl ghtest snegulauty m the ice the sledges stood perfectly 
will Tt was necessuy to stiain at the ha ness all ore k rex, 
and then pethaps fail to make tie sledge budge an inch 
Then back one had to go to it, and after exeiung one s strength 
lo tic utmost, 1 would finally ghde over the obstacle and on 
towa ds a new one, whe e evrictly tie sine p ocess had to be 





* An oe hat ne¢ ha ness 1991 1 pealant item and in tie long 101 1s 
mica oss ryig thiithe oe rary hu azstiperioec ows oveit 
ee tte ves onde ‘bic fs nof buness Lise corsists of wo strays, 
wouwh ve assee oven bolas cul cs The the st aps of a viaweug cL 
are fas Cx Toros se oovan tc lak tovkaheit t whe ethe huh 
ue oftonthe shag wa oittal t Ths nsiroie’s powercarg the 
work fhul xts 2 rteliest ev veqeuly betweealo h solders aid 
thelet(ee, Ucth rs: ax we ner) Theol ag ccntreggfe wity ? 
Wrrdismrzica cer im the bedy gest above t clogs which dot ¢ work, 
and the id yg acpe docs rot, as 38 ugi Hy the cist, press oily on the 
Upper pulch tye bec ye 
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gone though. If it wis wished to ttm the sledge 15 the deep 
show whicte il stood embedded, masters were no oetler, 1 was 
only by Jsfung at bodily that one oct Id metitorat al, Sowe 
went on ‘lep by step u ul perhyps we came on 1 smal eatent 
of level we where we crld tnciea.e the pace, Tf, however we 
came on luies and adges t ry Wete worse thin cyan: one 
mai cannot manage a sludge alo e, but tvo mu t 1 put to 
eter stdse Choi wl ea we have fal owed up Ue trick L lye 
ma led out beforchi1) J baive to stat off agun and fad a 
say betwcer the hummocks ‘To go ducet, hiutoy the 
sh dye, is not adv sable whete the ice is uneven, as it only 
Means gelt ng into di Feulties and being constia ned eventually 
totun back In ths way we uc guindisg along, but it goes 
without say ng that specd ard lor marches arc not the order 
ofthe day But still as it ts we make a little way, and thu is 
better than nothing; ils. besides, the only thing we can do, 
scetng that itis impossible to crawl mto a lair and Inbunate 
for a month or so tll progress is possible again, 

‘ To judge by the sky, there must be a number of lancs in 
the south and south west. Perhaps out trying mode of advance 
is leading us to something beticr. We began at about ten 
yesterday cvening, and stopped at six this moining We have 
not had dinner the last few days in order to save a meul, as 
we do not think this ice and om progiess generally is worth 
much food, With the same object, we this morning collected 
the blood of ‘Stonaven’ and conyciled it into a sort of por- 
ridge instead of the ‘fskematn’? It was good, even if it was 
only dog’s blood, aid at any ite we have a poition of {+h- 
flom to che good, 1<fo.e we ti.ned ito the bag last myht 
we inspected ow caitilges, and found to ow Joy thut we had 
148 shot pun cartiidges, 181 rifle caruidges, and in additior 14 
spherical shot caitidge: Withso much ammunition, we should 
be abte*té increase owt provisio 4 for some t'me lo cone 
if necessary, for if nothing else should fall to ou guns thae 
would always be birds and 148 buds will goa long way Uf 
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we use half charges, we cau cke out out ammunition st Il fi ither 
We have, mocover, halffa pound of gunpowder and so ne 
spheucal guov for the safle, also ups for icluads 4 the uit 
udges ‘Lhus discovery has put me in good spitits, for, tuuth 
to tell, I did not think our prospects wee inordinately big it 
We shall now, pethaps, be able to miiage for three months, 
and with n that time something must lappen In addit on 
to what we can shoot, we can also crtch gulls with a hook 
and if the worst should cone to the woist, and we set 
seriously to work, we can plobab y tase sone anim cule and 
the hke with the nct It may happen that we shall not get to 
Spitzbergen in time to find a versel, and must winter thae, 
but xt will be a hife of luymy compaicd with this in the dat 
ice, not hnowing where we are nor whither duifting, aid not see- 
ing our goa}, in spite of all our to: I should not like to have 
this time over agam, We have paid deaily tor letting our 
watches run down thattme If there was no one wasting at 
home, a wi itcr in Spitzbergen would be quite enticing. I he 
here and dicam of how comfoitably and weil we could manage 
there Lyerythmg outside of this ice seems 1osy, and out of 
it we shall be some time a other! We must comfort om 
selyes wth the adage that night 1s darkest before the dawn, 
Of coutse it somewhat depends on Aozw dark the night 1s to be 
and considetably darker than 2 is nov it might very well be 
But our hopes auc fixed on the summa. Yes, 1t vus/ be better 
as summer gradually comes on ” 

So on we weit forwards , and day afler day we were going 
through exictly the same toil, 11 th2 sume heavy snow, in 
which the sledges stuck fast ceaseless y Dogs and men dd 
then best but with little effuct, and in addition we began to be 
uneasy 15 Lo our means of subsistence ‘The dogs’ rations 
were reduced to a mmmum, to endble us to keep life gon gas 
long as possible We were hungry and toil worn [Cin moin- 
ing to night and from nght to morning all five of us. We 
determined to shoot whatevct came in our way even guls 
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and fulmus, but now, of comse, none of this gante ever 
cune within rinse. i 

‘Lhe laaes g ew worse ard worse, filled generally with olush 
aid hash) = We we G ole compelled to go long distances 
over nothing bil smal picees where one went through con. 
tmally, On Juie 1811 “a stoi wind fiom tic west 
(ignetic) spraig up shich teas and rattles at the tent. 
We ae going back It spose whence we crime, only futher 
noth pahaps So we ae bu ected by wind and curent, and 
so it wall go on, perhaps the wiole sunner through, w thout 
our beiog able to masta it A me id in altitude thit day 
nade us in 82° 19 N,s9 we had come down agan alittle 
saw and shot a coupe o fulmas and a Bunn ch’s gu llemot 
(Oria br uanichit), and these cked out ow rations, bul, to our 
disticss, I fued at a couple of seals 11 the lancs and missed 
my mak. llow we wished we could get hold of such a prize 
Mcanwh le there is a good deal of hie here now” I write on 
Jurezoth — I. tile at ks fly bickwuds aid forwards in numbers, 
and they sit and critter and s wow themsclyes just outside the 
tent doo, 1b 1s quite a p casure to sce them, bul a pity they are 
so small that they are nat wortt a shot, We have nol seen 
them in flocks yet, but in couples as aaule, It 15 remmkable 
how bid life has increased sirce the west wind set in the day 
before yesterday It is particulatly stukisg how the httle auks 
have suddenly appeairgd m my. ads; they whiz past the tent 
here w o's then cheery twitter, and ut gives one the feeling of 
havin, come down to moe, hospitable reg ons ‘This sudden 
finding of Biunachs guillcmots seems also cur ous bat it 
docs no good Laid ts not to be descned, and the snow Js in 
as Wictched a condition as item be A proper thaw, °o thut 
the snow can disappear more quickly, does not come — Vester 
day mong before bieahtast I wont for awa k southwards to ree 
what we® our chances of advance ‘The ice was flat and good 
for a litle way, but lancs soon began which were worse than 
ever Our only expedient now 1s to resort to stiong measures 
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and launch the kayaks, in spite of the fact that they leak 5 wr 
must then bavel as much as posable by way of the lanes, 2 
W th this icsolution I tuin back ‘Lie snow 13 still the sane 
“very wet, so that one sank decp in between the htmnochs 
and there ate plenty of them, We could not afford a pope 
breakfast, so we took 14 02 bicad and 1 oz pemmucan pe 
man, and then set to work to meid the | unps and put the 
kayaks m order for feirymg so that then coatsnts shold no 
be spoiled by water leaking ty = Amoig otier things, a hole 
had to be prtched m fn ne wh ch I had not seen befo ¢ 
"We had a frugal supper, 2 075 wcuronate stead aid 1 02 
butter per man and ciept into the bag to sleep as loi as 
possible and kall the time without evting. ‘The only thing tc 
be done is to try and hold out till the snow has melted, and 
advance 1s more practicabe At one in the afternoon we 
turned ant to a rather mare abundant L eal fast af €fshegrat n, 
but we do not dire to cat as much as we icquire any longer 
We are looking forward to trying our new tactics, and instead 
of attempting to conquer nature, obeying hea and takiy 
advantage of the lanes We must get some way, at any tate 
by this means, and the father south the more prospect o 
lines and the greater chance of something faling to our 
glas 
Otheiwise st is a dull ex stence enor zh, no pros sect for 
the moment of beiig able to get on npr sible packud ce 
every d rect on, tapicly d nnish ng prov sons and now, too 
noth ng to be caught ot srt Avr attempt 1 made rt tisha 
with the net fa ed ent cly a pter@od (C/o duredts) and. 
foy Corataa woe the whole vestt Tle waka ta ght hy 
tie how riching my bia to find away ott of ow d feulues 
Well, wel there will be ore cv ¢ atually | 
“Satinday, June cand 1lal pit n ie an , after a gooc 
bierkfast of seals fesh seul vei, blubber, vid soup, 
“Toe I lie dica ning dicims of brightness life 15 all sun 
shine again, What a hitle mcident ts necessary to change the 
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whiter  t fate tf Ve ted y vad the list few days ware 
Aled > ays eve sth gecomed hop las the ace cape ss 
ig eA ovo ab, wa a ae cde 
uN ’ 1 hy khoowl tol ve vhott round u, 
Orerhy toetogy tab bust ac itis dis :ppeaing, 

ud tb ot wie Evo. ttle fot aad oly beuded 

to (AA ct dead te) we Weve yet Oy tid we have abun 
ey 6 fel avid cel fo towad of a month, We need 
yoy voy we ery othe dowd dapt the kayaks and 

Coos (rod fe ayr fg over tie Iites, ciple seals if 
12 ot, rad mribacheige in the st ue of the ice ~~ We have 
cucrour fh Lhoh.tsupperand brewkfast after be ag twvenous 
fur mary days Lac ft ture scams on ght and ceili now, no 
dot Is of dic. © to be seer any lo ager, 

“Trews hardy wth yg eat cspectat ois Unit we stated off 
on Thuisd yevouns Ahide cst whch had for ned on the 
toy of the >t snow dd not im nove matters ; the sledges 
cfu ventth coph tis, aid we @ not to be moved before one 
bifid then fo wad yy oa, vid whea twa vcase of tuin’ng 
rnd the tncevey oc, they stuck fest in the crust. The ice 
wa vacver au Ebad vid the 4 ow loose an tw ter soaked, so 
t atcven ws th «nowsh «on, we sank deep ito it ourselves 
‘Lharewe clare bes des and thot yh tolerably easy to cross, $0 
they were otter prcked togcthe , they necessitated a winding 
rete, We saw e ea ly tht to contiaue in this way was impos- 
ste " woaly tes mice wis to dburdcen ourselves of eve y+ 
thiye wi ch eculd ry tay wey be dspensed with, ¢nd start 
rt he gq ocey ty we govt, with orly move ans kayaks, 
yma ctor otneees vy cloth ng, 11 order, at ary rate, to 
woh adds peor Iisten nooffood waseuerup. We weit 
ove ta UE jo lo ce whit we could put with the mcd c 1 
fie tos veh ve wibba belo ¢ gto the slec ges ie ene 
row 14 utr ctUh «ey 50 Cd sh ts and t ¢ leat 
Wanic netrte ecprsbay we iewed adcep » jh, but, 
vet and hewy ts tabvays 3. now, that had to go, too, We 
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had, moreaver lo contrive wooder @ ps wader the kayaks 90 
tha weer of ftleyt les ho wh de var <fle 
wlonwe have tac aadure, and be tile tadrre (edge 
up 04 the other «de aid gooratoncs Thit ho dthen, 1 
now, he imposs ble for us to lun h the edges, iecanes 
slecp ng by, clothes, and siess of p overda, cle, we ly ne 
on them asa soft diay ye fu the kayis tw tf tthe toa 
much tme At eve y le we should oe > cd to unlash 
the Inad , ft tic kayths off tig scdjco tad to thew te 
lash thera tagether there, then plice the olecpcs ac oss the u 
and finally go thiou,h the same ma vauy eb fr rive se ode O14 
the othe: side We shonld not get ve y far nthe day in that 
mame, 

“Vnnly determircd to make these alte wions, the very 
next Cuy we stated off We svoi cure to a to g poo’, 
wh ch “t was necessary to feny over, The kayaks wee soon 
launched and lying side by » de on the water well stiffened 
with the snowshocs undei the st aps,* a thoroughly steady 
flect. Then the sledges, wth ther loads, weie rai out to 
them, one foiwaid, one astein We bul beer coreemned 
about the dogs and how we should get them to go with us, 
but they folloyed the sledges out 01 to the kayaks and lay 
down as if they bad doi neth ngelse ultherl ves fKaifas? 
seated him>elf im the bow of my yak, and the two others 
stein 

“A sed had cone up near ts wh e we were ocerp cd wh 
all this, bet To thought to wait xlore soot ng at til the 
kay tes were re dy and thus be cara of geting it hefore it 
conk, OF course ib dd not show (clf agun, ‘These seal 
seem to be enctinted, and wif they wore only sentto delay 
us ‘T'wree that day be mo T had seen them and walche bain 


*C cen ctraps wher re fsedea the © hayek cb wate 
mar prnt, ard Li Pywher dep Noy asin dwlens) sotog cae Ede 
blade thus lay 1g Lierally cn the w ter vary much nercases he lead egg 
of the occuy ants, 
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yain foi then to appearagan IT had even achieved mse g 
one, the thrd tme I have mssedamy muk It looks bad 
for the ammunton if I am go 2g 01 like this, but I have 
dscovered that Ia med too hgh for these short ranges, aid 
had si0t over them So then we set off ac oss the bluc 
wavesonotrf stloig voyage A hghy 1¢na kable convoy 
we nust rae becn, der as we wee wth sledzes, sacks 
guis, and d gs, vtibe of gpses Jo viec1 sad atowas If 
aiyore had suddery come 1po1 us t1¢j, he would hardly 
have kiown wl at to mace of the troupe, and ecitanly would 
not have taxcn us for Polar explorers Paddl ng between the 
sledges and the snowshoes, wh ch projected far out on either 
sde, was not etsy work, but we managed to get along, and 
wete soon of the op mon that we should th nk ourselves lucky 
could we go on | <c ths the whole day, 11stead of haul iy and 
wading th o.gh the snow. Our keyaks could haidly have 
been caled water tight, aid we had recourse to the pumps 
several t mes, but we could easily have reconciled ourselves 
to that, and only w shed we had more oper water to travel 
ove: At last we teached the eid of the pool, I jumped 
a,hore on the edge of the ice, to pull up the kayaks, and 
suddenly heard a gicat splash bes deus It was a seal which 
had been lying there Soon after vaids I heard a similar 
splash on the othe: side, and then for the third time a huge 
head appeaed, blow ng and swimnung backwards and fo- 
wards, but alas! only to d ve deep under the ede of the ice 
before we had time to get the guns out It was a fine large 
blve or bearded seal (Phecd bar bata). 

‘ We vere qu te sure that it had d appeared for good, but 
no cooier hed I got one of tie sledges half way up the side 
than the uime ise head cin e up agai close beride the kayaks 
bloving and repeating the same manceuvres as before I 
looked roffid fo. my gun, but could not ieach it where it was 
lying on the kayak Take the gun, Johansen, qu ck, and 
blaze away; but quick, look sharp, quick ’ In a moment 
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he had thrown the gua to his cheek and j st as tic .c ul was 
on the po ntof a stppearipg under the edge T heard the cy ort. 
Thea neliridevaneectar adeetiydeu ge DO 
fowing fom its head I droyed the lecge, se zed the 
hi poon, ind q ick os htm gt ew tdeep ito tre fat dics 
of the seal, which Jay quivenog on the 5 face of the witer 
Lhen it began to move; thee wiestll fe vis vd, anvcty 
lesttichapoorweh tsth 1 esh ul net hol latte hte 
armal bugan togicken reunes Tp cd oy kn fe ort ofits 
sheath and stucs it into the seals tno, wie ce 1 ste ua of 
blood cane flow og ott. Phe water wis acd with it fa ado ¢ 
dstaice, and it mide gne qu te sory to sue the wiaew tral 
for a good meal be ng wasted hke ths. But there was noth ag 
to be done ; not 01 ary accornt wot d I lose boat an mal, aid 
for the sive of safety gave it aiothet hy poor = Mcvawhile the 
sledge, Which had been hit d gad tp o1 to tie ice, std 
down again, and the kayaxs, with Je unsen and the dog., came 
adiift, Ile tuted to pull tie sledge up on to the hyak, but 
without success, and so it ¢mitined w 1 @1¢ end tn the wate 
and ore on the canoe It heelkd tic whole flect over, vid 
Johansen’s huyak canted tll osc «de was im the water, i 
leaked, moreover, like a sieye, aid the wilet 10 Gta at wala 
alaaming rip dty ‘Lhe cooker wh ch wis 02 tic dees fll off, 
and difed gully away before the wad wta all ils valtoe 
contenls Lone hgh voi tie wie by te dum wim cap 
whch hipp ly was wulertylt ‘Dae snowshocs fell cif ait 
fleated Sout, and the flcct sank yet deg aid dee pur 
Meiwh e [ stood ho dng om fu ots] a, aber, to 
htgo. The whole ting was vsecae of treme € con pl te 
dissolution, —Jorrisens kayak bid by ths (me head ova 
to such an extent that the water iach cd the ope a evn on the 
deck, aid the ctalt lled waimed ately, Thad no chores let 
bit to Iet yo the seal, and diag tp the kayak belts it san< 
This done, heavy as it was and full of wiuter, the seals tua 
cam next, and ths was inuch worse We had oti work cut 
vol Ny Nu 
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out to haul the immense animal hand over hand up on to the 
ice, but oar reyo cngs were Ia d when we at last succeeded. 
and we almost fell to dancing round it in the excess of our 
del ght. A water logged kayak and soaked eflecls we thought 
nothing of at such a supreme moment Jere was food and 
fuel fo. a long t me 

“ Then came the rescuing and drying of om thngs, Tust 
and foremost, of course, the ammunition , it was all ou stock. 
But happtly the cartridges weie faitly watet ght and had not 
suffered much damage. Lven the sl ot cartudges the cases of 
which weie of papet, had not lain enough to become wholly 
permeated, Such, howevei, was not the case with a supply of 
powder, the small tin box in which we kept it was entirely full 
of water, The othe: things were nct so important, though it 
was hard'y a como.tiag Gecovery to find that the bread was 
soaked though with salt water. 

“We found a camping giound net far off, The tent was 
soon pitched, our catch cut up and placed in safety, and, I 
may say, scldom has the duft sce hot sed beings so well satished 
as the two who sat that moining in the bag and feasted on 
seal 8 flesh, blubber, and soup as long as they could find any 
room to stow it. We concuned in the opinion that a better 
meal we could not have had, Then down we ciawled into 
the dear bag, which for the present there was no need to 
part with, and slept the sleep of the just in the knowledge 
that for the immediate future, at aty iate, we need have no 
anxiety. 

“Teas my opit on chat fi toe tune bemy we can do noting 
better than 1emaim whe e we are, hve on our catch without 
encioachi 1g on the sledge provisions, and thus await the time 
when the ice shall slacken mote or the condition of the snow 
impiove _ Meanwhile we will ug up wooden gups on om 
sledyes, Mid try to make the kayaks water tight. Furthermore 
we w Il lighten our cqu’pment as much as we posoib y can If 
we were to go on we should only be obliged to Ivave a great 
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deal of ou meat and blubber behm i us and this, m these 
rorrmsances, J think wo Ad be madacss,” 

‘Stiday, June 2grd So this is St. Johy’s Eve and $ mday 
too. Ilow meny and happy all the scho 1 boys aie to-day; 
how the folk at home are stating forth m crowds to th: 
beautiful Norweg an woods and valleys... . and here aie 
we still m the duftice, cooking aid frying w'th blubber 
cating it and seals flesh until tic hain oil dr ps off us, enc, 
above all, not knowing when there will be an end to 1 all 
Peaihaps we still have a winter before us. I could had y have 
conceived that we should be here now. 4 

“Tt isa plersing change, however, after hay ng redt ced om 
rations and fuel to a minmim to be able to lunch out mto 
exccsses, and cat as much and as often ay we lice, It is a 
slic of things hadly to be realised at piesene ‘Tne food 15 
agiceible to the taste and we lke it better and better, My 
own opinion is that blubber 19 excellent both raw and fied, 
and it can well take the place of butte1, The meat, in om 
eyes, ig as good as meat can be, We had it yestuday for 
breakfast in the shape of meat and soup served with raw 
blubber Tor dmncr I fiicd a lnghly succcssful steak not to 
be surpassed by the ‘Grand’ [Sfotc |, taongh a good ‘seidel’ 
of bock beer would have been a welcome addtior Lor 
supper I made blood pancakes fied in bh bber instead of 
butter, and they wore a success, inssmuch a Jormsen pro- 
nounced them ‘first clas,’ to sey nothins of ny own sent. 
ment ‘Lhis flylig however, ins ge the tnt over a tari ort 
lamp 19a doubtful pleat e, If the la wp # clf dacs not smoke 
the blubber does, causing the unfortimate cook the most 
excruciating pain in the eyes; he can hardy keep them open, 
and they water copiously But tie conseqtences could be 
even worse, ‘The tram oil lanp which I had contuved out of 
asl ect of German silver becatie over heated one’ iy under 
the hot frying-pruu, and at last the w ole thing caught fire, both 
the lumps of blubber and the tranol, Lhe flame shot up into 
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the air, while I tucd by every means m my power to ptt it ott, 
but it only grew worse The best thing would have becn to 
convey the whole lamp outside, but theie was no t me for it 
The tent began to fill with suffocating smoke, and as a last 
resort I unfortunately seized a handful of snow and threw it 
on to the burn ng tain oil, It sputtered and crackled, boiling 
oil flew m all duections, and fiom the lamp itself rose a sca of 
flames which filled the whole tent and buined everything they 
came neal, Half-suffocated, we both threw oursclycs against 
the closed door busting off the buttons, and dashed headlong 
into the open air; glad, mdeed to have escaped with our 
hves. With this explosion the Jamp went oul, but when we 
came to examine the tent we found an enoimious hole buined 
in the silk wall above the place where the frying pan had stood. 
One of our sledge sails had to pry the penalty for that hole. 
We crept back into the tent again, congratulating ouselves, 
however, on having got off so cas ly, and, after a grea! deal of 
trouble, rekmdled a fine so that I could fry the last pancake 
We then ate it with sugat, in the best of spirits, and pro- 
jounced it the most delicious fare we had ever tasted We 
had good reason, too, to be in spirits, for our observation 
for the day made us in 82° 43'N lat. and 57° 48 E long, 
In spite of westerly, and, in a measure, south-westerly winds, 
we had come nearly 14 south in three days and next to 
nothing east A highly swpnsing and satisfactory discovery. 
Outside, the north wind was still blowing, and consequently 
we were drifting south towards mcre clement regions 
“Wednesday, June 26tn Jie 24th was nat rally ec + 
biated with gieat festivities. In tie first place, it was that day 
tO years since we staited from home, secondly, it was a 
hundied days since we left the /vam (not really, it was two 
days more), and thudly, it was Midsummer Day It was, of 
couise a Holiday, and we passed i: in dreaming of good umes 
to come, in studying our chaits, om futme prospects, and in 
reading anything readable that was to Le found, #¢, the 
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almanack and navigation tables Johansen took a wa k along 
the lanes, and also managed to m'ss a ringed seal or Ssnad, 
ag we call it in Norweg an, ina pool here east of 19 Tac. 
came supper—iather late in the n ght—cons sting of blood. 
pancakes with sugar, and unsurpassed in flavour, The f yirg 
over the oi lamp took a long tme and in oider to haye 
them hot we had to eat each one as it was fried, a mode of 
plocedure which promoted a healthy appet te between each 
pancake, ‘Thereafter we stewed some of our red whonrtle 
bercs, and they tasted 10 less good, although they hid bey 
soaked in galt water 11 Johanscns cayac din'ng tic catay 
trophe of a couple of days ago, aid after a glorious meal we 
turned inlo the bag at 8 o’clock yesterday mot ung. 

“At midday, again, I got up and went out to take a 
median altiade ‘The weather was bill ant, and t was so 
long since we had had anything of the kind that I could 
hardly remember it. I sat up on the hummock wait ng for 
the sun to come to the meridian, bask ng in its tays, and 
looking out over the stictches of ice where the snow gl t ered 
and sparkled on all sides, ard at the ool in fron for ¢ 
lymg shining and sult as a mountun Inke, aid eficting ts 
icy banks in the clear water Nota treaty of wid stuicd 
so still, so still; and the sun baked and I dicamed mysclf at 
homes. ++ 

Before going into the tent, I went to fetch some salt water 
for the soup we were to have for beacfist; hut just at that 
moment a seal came up by the side of the tee, and Tian bac¢ 
for my gun and kayak Ove on te wuer TE dicovered dirt 1 
was leaking ike a steve fiom ly ng in the sun, and I had to 
padde back faster than I came out, to avoid sinking As T 
was emptying the kayak, up came the seal again 11 font of 
me, and this time my shot took effect ; the a umal lay floaty 
on the water like a cork It was not many miitz, before 1 
had the leaking craft on the wate: agun, and my ha poon in 
the anmmal’s neck, I towed it in while the kayak gradually 
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filled, and my legs o1, 1athei, that part which follows closely 
above the lees when one is sitting in a canoe, became corked 
«ih water, and my ‘ komeger’ gad ally fled. Af.c. hav ng 
diagred the scal up to the tent, ‘flensed’ it, collected all the 
blood which was to be had, and cut it up, I crept into the 
tent, put on some dry undeiclothes, and into the bag aga’n, 
while the wet ones were drying outstde in the sun It 1s easy 
enough to keep oneself warm in the tert now. The heat 
was so g cat inside it Jast might that we could haidly sleep 
although we Jay on the bag insirad of it it When I came 
back with the scal, I discovered that Johansen’s baie foot was 
stickmg out of the tent at a place where the peg had given 
way ; he was sleeping soundly, and had no idea of it After 
having a small piece of chocolate to commemorate the happy 
capture, and, looking over my observations, we again settled 
down to rest. 

“Tt appeats, remaikably enough, fiom our latitude that we. 
are still on the same spot without any finther drift southwards, 
in spite of the noithely winds Can the ice be landlocked ? 
It 1s not impossible ; far off land, at any rate, we cannot be.” 

“Thuisday, June 27th The same monotonous life, the 
same wind, the same musty weather, and the same cogitations 
as to what the future will bring There was a gale from the 
noith last mght with a fall of hatd granular snow, which lashed 
against the tent walls so that one might think it to be good 
honest 1ain It melted on the walls directly, and the water 
iin down them, It 1s cosy in here however, and the wind 
docs not 1each us, we caighie in cur warm bag, and listen to 
the flapping of the tent, and imagine that we ate diiting 
tapidly westwards, although perhaps we arc not moving from 
the spot. But if this wnd docs not move us, the only 
explanation 1s that the ice is land locked, and that we cannot 
be far off gore. We must wait for an east wind, I suppose, 
to drive us farther west, and then afterwards south, My hope 
is. that we shall drift mto the channel between Thang Josef 
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Land and §; uzbetgen while we are lying here | The weather 
was vaw aad windy with snowfall, so that at was hardly suttat ¢ 
for or dom wk, prtiet aly as, wifor tial ly, te @ was no 
need to hunny. 

The lanes have changed very much of late; there 15 
hardly anything left of the pool in font of us ove whch we 
paddled, and there has been piessu e@ around vs 11 all dice. 
tions I hope the ice wll be well giound into pieces, a th« 
enables it to slacken more qu ckly when the tme comes 3 bit 
that will not be before fat ox in July, and we ought to haye 
the patience to wart for it pe haps. 

“Vesterday we cut some of the scal’s flesh into thia sl ccs 
and hung them up to diy. We must incicase om tavelltig 
store and prepare pemmican or died meat, it will be the 
easiest way of caying it wth us. Johansen yesterday found 
a pond of fiesh water close by, wheb » very convernent, and 
we need no longer melt icc, it is the fist good wate: we have 
found for cooking purposes If the seals are few and far 
between, there me buds still, Iam thankful to say, Last 
night a couple of tvory gulls (derus edurneus) were bold enough 
to scttle down on our seal skia, close beside the tent wall, and 
pecked at the blubber. ‘They were sent off once or twice Tut 
retuned If the meat fall shout we must resort to catching 
birds” 

Thus the days passed hy, one exactly lice the other; we 
wailed and wa'ted for the snow to malt. nd worked desultor ly 
meanwhile at getting ourselves icady lo proceed Chis Ife 
remindcd me of some Lsk'mostw o jouncycd up a fod 
to collect giass for hay 3 but when they auned it thar dest ne 
ton found if quite short, and so «cilled down and waited ull 
it was Jong enough to cut A stitial condition of the snow 
was long in coming, on June 2yth I write ;-— Will not tho 
temperature rise sufficiently to make something 1 kg.an effec tual 
cleaance of the snow? We try to pass the time as best we 
can in talking of how delightful it will be when we get home, 
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and how we shall enjoy life and all its charms, and go tlnough 
a calculation of chances as to how soon that may be; but 
sometimes, too, we tile of how well we will anange for the 
wiiter in Spitzbergen, if we should not 1¢tch home th’s year 
Tf it should come to that, we may not cven get so far, but have 
to wiiter on some place tshore here no, it can never come 
to that ” 

“Sunday, June goth So this is the end of June aid we 
are about the same place as when we began the month. And 
the state of the snow? We , better it ceitanly is not, bit 
the day is fine Tt is so waim that we are qu te hol ly ng ie e 
ins‘de the tent, Through the open doo we can see out over 
the ice where the sun is gl tte ng through wh te sa lig c‘irts 
clouds on the dazzling whiteness And then there 1s a Sunday 
calm with a faint breeze mostly fiom the south east, I think. 
Ah me it is lovely at home to day, I am stro, with every thing 
in bloom and the fjord qu vcring im the sunl ght, vid youre 
s tting out on the po’nt wa Liy, pahaps, or are on the water 
in your boat And then my eye wiidets out th ovgh the 
door agam, and I am icm idcd there 15 many a1 ‘ce floe 
betxeen now and then, before the time whe I shall see it all 
once more 4 

“Here we lie far up in the noith; two gim, black, soot- 
stained barbauans, stirting a mess of soup in a kettle and 
sutrounded on all sides by ice; by ice and nothmg elso— 
shining and white, possessed of all the pwity we ourselves 
lack, Alas, it is all too pure! One’s eye sentched to the 
very honzou for a daik spotto rest on, but in vain. When 
wil it really come to pass? Now we have waited for it two 
moths All the birds seem to have disappeared to day; not 
even a cheery little auk to be se2n, They were here unt 
yesteiday and we have heard them flying north and south, 
plobably toand from land where they have gone, I st ppose, 
now that there 1s so ttle wate: about in these parts If only 
we could move as easily as they,” 
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*Wedresday, July 31d Why wile agi? Wait Pac 1 
to commit to these pages? Noth ig bit the sane ove 
powa ng log ng to be home and a vay from tus nonotoy 
One day just } ke the other, with th: except on, pe haps, that 
before it was waim and qu ct whie the Jast two days there 1g 
been a south wind blow ng, and we are drift ng no thwar 
Lound from 1 merid an alt tude yeste day that we ave dif ed 
hace to 82° 84’ N,, whle the loiitede 15 about the same 
Doth yesterday and the day before we hd to a ccilain extort 

cally bull ait st whine, aid this for ts ts a gieat rarty —" 1¢ 

hozon m the south was fly cen yes aday wl ch at jig 
not been for a long time ; but we searched t in vain for laid 
Ido not understand it, 1. 

“We had a fall of snow last aigat, and t dripped in here so 
that the bag became wet “hs corctant snow", which vy 
not turn to 1am, 1s cnough to make one despair — It genera ly 
takes the form of a thick layer of new snow on the lop of the 
old, and this delays the thaw. 

“This wind seams to have fo 1ce sone lars 11 the ica 
again and the e sa little more bidlfe We sw sone | ttle 
auks wan yesterdcy; they came fiom the so th, jrolasy 
fiom land ? 

“Saturday, July 6th + 338° lamt ( °C) Rua 
At last after a fortn ght, we sce nto rave got the weartl cr we 
have been waiting for It bis tuned the whoe naht ind 
forenoon, and 1s st Lat it real good rings so row, paras, 
this everlasting snow w Il take usaf off 5 abas a5 sctt aid lease 
asscum. Tf only tris ra 1 woud go on tor seven cays | But 
before we have time to look rowid the c w lL be acold wid 
with snow, a cust will form, did aga y we must wait, Tam 
too used to disappomtment to beleve in arythig "This oa 
school of patierce ; but nevettheloss the rary las p t us im 
good sp 1ils 7 

The days diag weatily on. We cvore 11 an iitermittent 
way at the kayak-grips of wood for om sledges, and at caule 
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ing and print’rg om kayiks to make them water git The 
painting howere carses me a ppod deal of tiouble =f 
burned bones here for many days t ll the whole place smelled 
like the bone dust works at Lysake1 , then came the toilsome 
process of pound ng and giating them to make them perfectly 
fire and even The bone dust was thereupon mixed with 
train of and at last I got as far as a inal, but the pamt 
proved uncompus ngly to be pei ectly useless So naw I 
must mix it with soot, as I had first 1atended aid add move 
ol, Iam now occupied im smo«ing the plice out im my 
attempts to make soot, but all my excitions, when it comes ta 
collect ng it, only result ina little pinch, although the smoke 
towered m the air, and they might have scen st in Spitebergen, 
Theie 1s a great deal to do battle with when one has not a 
shop next door What would T not g ve fora lttle hucket of 
oil punt, only common lamp black Well, well, we shall 
find a way ott of the difficulty eventually ; but meanwhile we 
ale giow ng like sweeps, 

‘On Wednesday evening ‘TIaien’ was killed; poor beast, 
he was not good fo. much latterly, but he had been a fist 
rate dog, and it was hird, I fancy, for Johansen to part with 
him ; he-looked sorrow fully at the ammmal before it went to 
the happy hunting giounds, or wherever it may be draught- 
dogs go to, perhaps to places where there are plains of Icvel 
ice and no ridges and lanes There ate only two dogs left 
now ‘Suggen and ‘Ka fas’ and we must keep them ahve 
as long as we can, and have use for them, 

“The day before yeserary, in the evenng, we scdduuly 
discovered a black h lock to the cast We examined it 
through the glass and it looked absolutely like a black 10ck 
emerging fiom the snows, It also somewhat exceeded the 
neighbouring hummochs in height I sciutmised it carefully 
from the highest ndge heicabouts, Lut could not make it out. 
I thought it too lig to be only a piled up hummock mixed 
with black 1ce or earthy matter, and I have never scen anything 
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of the kind hefoie, "Lhat at isan sland seems |} yh y mprob- 
able , fur althetgh we aye cenlav yd (lg, treman, i bie 
same poultion in ielat’on to us, We saw t yesterday, and sce 
itst Il to day in the same quarter. [th n¢the most icaso wble 
suppo ition 6 that at is an ice berg 

“ No sooner docs the houven cl at in the south than onc of 
us may be seen tak ng his customay wilk to the Switch tower? 
(a hummock beside the tent) to sein for Lud, somet mes wth 
a glacs, sometimes without it; but there is nothing to be secn 
but the same bue hoizo1* 

‘Every day I take a tury roune the ice in ow ne gl bow 
hood to see if the snow has decicased, but at always sce 15 to 
be about the same, aid somet mes I have mome sts of doult 
1s to whether it will cleuw away at all tas simmer, If not, ot 
prospects will be more than dak, The best we can hope for 
w Il then be a winter somewhe e o* other on Tanz Josef Land 
But now the fain has come, It 15 pourng down the tent wal s 
and dripping onthe ice Eveiyth g looks hopeful again, and 
we are picttiing the del ghts of the autumn and winter at 
home ” 

“Wednesday, July roth It ie a cunous th ng that now, 
when I teally have something of 1 1 tUe inore intercst than 
usual to relate, I have less riclnaton to wiite thin ¢va 

Overything seems to become more and more mdifercrt One 
longs only for one single th ng aid sti] the ice 15 lying out 
there covered w th impassable snow 

“But what was it I had to say? Oh, ycs, that we made ore 
selves sech a geod bed yestedsy wa cer nos onder bo 
bag, that we slept the clock round withort know'ng ut, and I 
thought it was six in the mom ng when 1 Lnnedout When I 
came out of the tent I thought there was somethiig remark. 
able about the posit on of the sun and 4 ondered over at for 1 
little while, until I came to the conclusion that itevas six m the 
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evening and thit we had slumb-ted for twenty two hows. 
We haye not slept much of late, as vq have been broken on the 
whee , so to spra’s, by the si owshocs we had to place unde. 
the big, 11 order to keep st clear of the pools of water under 
us ‘Lie apo ogtes for hat still ex sting here and there on the 
sk n at the bottom of the bag do not afford much protect on 
aga nst the sharp edges of the snowshoes, 

‘This beneficent 1ain continued the whole day on Satwnday, 
doing away with a fair amount of s1ow, and we rejoice to hear 
it To celebrate the good weathe: we determined to have 
chocolate for supper, otherwise we live entirely on our catch 
‘We had the chocolate accordingly, and served with raw blubber 
it lasted quite excellent, It was the cause of a great disap 
pointment, however, for after hav ng looked forward immo 
derately to this, now go tare, treat, I managed clumsily to 
upset my who's cup, av that all the precious contents rau ort 
over the ice, While I was ly ng wit ng fora second cup it 
was bo ling ove the tamoi lamp ‘Kailas’ began to bay 
outsde Not doubling but that fe had seen an anmatfast 
jumped up to huny of to the look out hummock to scan/first- 
ice Not alttle surprised was I when I poked my Tea with 
of the tent door to sce a bear come jogging up to the dogs and 
begin smffing at ‘ Katfas’ I spranz to the gun, whch stood 
ready im the snow beside the tent, and pulled off the case, the 
bear meanwhile standing astonished and glarmg at me I 
sent it a ball through the shoulder and chest, certam that it 
would diop on the spot. it hilf staggered over, and then 
turned round and made off, and before I could extract a new 
caruidge fiom my pocket, which was full of everyth ng else, 
was away among the hummocks. J could not get a shot at it 
where 16 was, and set off in pursuit, I had not gone many 
steps before we saw (Johansen had followed me) two more 
heads appewing a little way father on, ‘They belonged to 
two cubs, which were standing on their hind tegs and look’ng 
at their mothei, who came reeling towards them, with a tra | of 
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blood behind her ‘Lhen off they went, all thuce, over a lane, 
and a wild chase began gver pluns and 1 cges and anes wd 
every kind of obstacle, but it made no diftcience to their pice 
A wonderful thing this love of spoit, it ts Ike sctuing fire toa 
fuze Whete at other times it would be laborious worde Lo pet 
on at all, where one sinks to the knecs ii tie snow, and whe ¢ 
ow wold hesitate before choosiig a way over the low let 
only the spuk be k nd ed, and o1¢ clears every Gdstacle Ww lie 
out thing ng about it. "Lhe ben was severely wounded, and 
dragged her Kft foe kg, sle did not yo f st, b t always so 
fast that I had ny work cut ott to keep neu her Ihe cubs 
raniound be n thei ool c tude, and gered y alittle way in 
fiont, as if to get hu to come with them, they litle hiew 
what was the matter with he. Si ddenly they all thice looked 
back at me as I was crash ng after Uicm as fast as Teould = I 
hud been w vh'n ange wry tines, bu tae hear had her head 
quarters towards me, and when I fied I meant to be sure of 
malang an end of het, as I only had three cutudges with me, 
one for cach of them. At last, on the top of 1 huge humimock, 
I gota sight of her broadside on, aid there, toc, she dropped 
‘Lie cubs hiuicd anxiously up to her when she fell—-1t mide 
one sony Lo sce them they smifcd at and pushed ha, ad 
1an round and round, at a loss what to do w ther despin, 
Meanwhile I had put another caitudge in tie a Te aid pieced 
of the other cub ast wi stand ig on a yrojecton, Th fel 
over the declivily with ag owl, and down on to it riot a, 
Stull move flghtened than belo ¢, bie otha cub be stened to at, 
succom , but, vor thing, what ccald it co? Wale & biot a 
rolied over, prow op, u seuod thee lousy s nowy sure. 
tines al it, so uclimes at the mothe, who lay dyrg in a pool 
of blood. WlceiT approiched it tuned ils head away ind £ 
ferently ; what did ot care about me now? All us kindred, 
everything wt held dear, lay there mut lated avd destioye] 
Tt no longer know whither to go, and did not move from the 
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spot. I went ught up to it, and with a sphetical ball though 
the h east, it fell dead beside its mother 

“Johansen soon came up A Jane had detained him, so 
that he had lost giound We opened the anunals, took out 
the entrails, and then went back to the tent to fetch the sledges 
and dogs and proper flaymg knives Our second cup of 
chocolate m the tent tasted very good after this interruption. 
When we had skinned and cut up -he two bears we Icft them 
in a heap, covered over with the skins to protect the meat 
from the gulls, the third one we took back with us ‘The next 
day we fetched the others, and now have mote meat food than 
we shall be able to consume, I hope It 1s a good thing, though, 
that we can give the dogs as much 1aw meat as they will eat 3 
they certainly require it. ‘Suggen,’ poor thing, is in a very bad 
way, and it is a question whethe: “e can get any more work 
out of him, When we took him with us after the beais the 
first day, he could not walk, and we had to place him on the 
sledge , but then he howled so terrifically, as much as to say it 
was beneath his dignity to be transported in this way, that 
Johansen had to take hum home again. ‘The dogs scem to be 
attacked with a patalysis of the legs: they fall down, and have 
the greatest difficulty in msing It has been the same with all 
of them, from ‘Gulen’ downwards, ‘ Kaufas,’ however, 1s as 
fresh and well as ever. 

“Tt as remarkable how large these cubs were I could 
hardly imagine that they were born this year, and should with- 
out hesitation have put them down asa year old if the she- 
bear had not been in mus, and it 1s haid'y to be supposed 
that the cubs would suck fora yca. and a half Those we 
shot by the 47a on November 4th last yea were hardly half 
the size of these. It would seem as if the polar bear produces 
its young at d ffeient times of the year. In the paunches of 
the cubs wefe pieces of skin from a seal.’ 

“Monday, July rsth As wesere wong at the kaye ks 
yesterday, a Ross’s gull (adostetlia rosea) caine flyiig by 
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It was a full giown bind, and made a tun wher just over 15, 
showing its petty rose celoucd breast and then dsapeared 
again in the mist southwaids. On ‘Lhusday I saw another 
adult Ross’s gull, with a black ring rouid its neck, it cane 
fiom the noith cast, and flew m a scuth westerly diection, 
Otherw se 2t is acmarka ale how al the ouds have disappeared 
from here. The little auk is n> longer to be seen a1 hemd, 
the only b’rds aie an ivoty gt ll now aad ther aid occasiona ly 
a fulmar” 

“ Wednesday, July x7th Ab last the tine is dray ng ne 
when we can be off agiin and stut homewa dsm cuncst | 
The snow has dccteased suflicienty ton we advaice furly 
easy, We aie doing our utmost to geticady, The g ps on 
the sledges arc nicely ananged and provided with cushions of 
bea sk.n on Joharsen’s and of clo oa mine, ‘ag a i 
order to grve the kayaks a firm and soft bed and prevent 
chafing. The kayaks ate painted with soot and tain oil, and 
have been caulked with pastels (for diawing), ciusicd and 
also mixed with tiain oil, that is to say, as far ao these various 
1igiedients would go We are now using a m xture of stearme, 
pitch, and 1¢sin,* to finish tp with =A thorough icviston of 
our equ pment will take place, and eve ythmg not absolutely 
invaluable will be left behnd We must siy good bye heie 
to the sleeping bag and tent { Ott days of comfort are past, 
and hencefoith until we are on boud tie sloopt we wil live 
undet the open sky 

“Meanwhile we have lan here" Long yw Cim)’ as ye 
call 1 and let the tine stp Sy. We have eaten “year meat 
morn ng, noon and n ght, aid, so far fiom being ticd of it, 
have made the discovery that the breast of the cubs is quite a 
delicacy. It 1s 1emarkable that ths exclus ve meat ard fat 





* Ty's was aken in ease it mht be waited for sal Fer at fiecoh ¢ 
me ApP UUs oF the Gerurd ilver plites uida te lelpe unica» 
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thet has not caused us the slg atest discomfort in any way, aid 
we have no ciaving for farmaceous food, although we m ‘ght, 
pethaps rega d a large cake as the acme of happiness Livery a 
now and then we cheer ourselves up with limejuice giog, a 
blood pancake, or some stewed whortle cities, and let our 
Imaginat ons 1un uot over all the amex lies of civilteation 
which we meai to enjoy to the full when we get home! 
Perhaps it wil Le miny 2 long day before we gut theres 
perhaps there wll be many a haid tual to overcome But aa}; 
JI will beheve the best, There are still tyo' months of summer 
left, and m them somethmg cai be done ’ ‘ 

“Tuday, July rgth Two full gown Rosss gulls few over 
here from the north east and went west this moiung, When 
far off they uttered cies which reminded me of that of the 
wiyneck, and which I at first thought came fiom a 1 ttle auk, 
They flew quite low, just over ny head, and the rose colom of 
their undei parts could be seen plainly. Another Rosss gull 
flew by here yesterday. It 1s strange that there should be so 
many of them. Where aie we?” 

“Tuesday, July 23rd Yesterday forcnoon we at last got 
clea of Longing Cimp, aid now, I am thankful to say, we 
are again on the move. We have worked day and night to 
get off Fust we thouglit 1¢ would be on the roth then the 
goth, and then the 2ist, but something always cropped up that 
had to be done before we could leave = The bread, which had 
been soaked in seawater, had to be carefully dricd in the 
fiyi3g pan over the Jamp, apd this took seveial days; then tie 
sochs had to patched, and’ the kayaks carefully looked ove, 
cle, We were detcinuned to start on our last jom iey ho ie 
in good repair, and so we did — Every tl ing goes like wild-fie, 
The chances of piog ess are better than we eapected, althot gh 
the ice is anyth ng but even, the sledges ate ]yhte to diaw 
now that everything that can be dispensed with 19 left behi id, 
and the snow, too, has decreased considuably, On the 
last patt of the journey yestercay we cold even go without 
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snowshoes, and, as a mater of cols) of G4 auong the 
rdges and niegtla tics, where they are dl flict to maiinge, § 
quickey without them — Johvisen performed a fort by crossing 
alane alore inh s kayak, with ‘Suggen? ly ygorthe fnedeck 
wh e¢ he umself knell on the after deck and bi anced tie cia t 
as he paddled. I began to try the same » th n ie, bet found 
it too cranky to isk the atte npt ard prefer ed to tow t ove 
with ‘Kaifas’ on the deck watle T went ca efi ly alo igeide 
and jumped over on,some peces of ce 

“We have now the advant-ge of fndiig dink ag water 
everywhere We aie also e¢ tng our od poyender yr 13 
but, cunously enough neither Johnsen nor T tine tie 
faunaceous food as good as one m ght suppose after a nonth 
of meat diet. It 15 good to be under way agan and not tle 
least pleasant put about it 1s our lighter s edges ; but then we 
certainly left a good deal behind at ‘Longng Camp’ In 
add‘tion to a respectable mound of meat and blubbcr, we Icft 
three fine beaiskins Oui fi end the bag, too, 1s y yw on 
the top of the bears, a quaitity of wood co rsisting of the 
boards fiom under the sledges, the siowshocs ard other { 1445, 
more than hilf of Blessing s fire med cumcnts — phister of Par ¢ 
bandages, soft steam stenl sed ga ze bandages hy4, oscare 
cotton wadding to say noth ng of a good aluminium glass 
hot zon, 1ope, ou combined f ying pw and meltar half ad 
aluminum cap belong ng to the cooker sheets of Ce uit 
silver, atta 101 Imp of tice same, bags, tools, sail cloth, 
Tinn shoes our wolfskin frgalessayloves, also woo es ones, 
a geologiet] hammer half shut, socks and other su idiucs, al 
shown about in chiot¢ conftsion Insterd of all these we 
hive a> cug ment tor» the fe prof eo c of duced a1 6 and 
bears flesh and the other half of the alten tim ecap At of 
blubber, We arc now thonoughly divested of all superfluous 
uticles, and there 1s hardly so mich a bit of wokthtobe ad 
if one should want a stck to slp th ough the end of the 
hauling rope ” 
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“Wrpnespay, July 24th, At last “the maivel has come to 
pass land, land, and after we had almost given up our behef 
init! After nearly two yeats, we again see something ris ng 
above that never end ng wh te Tne on the horjvon yonder a 
white Jine which for countless ages has stretched over this 
lonely sea, and which for millenniums to come shall stretch 
in the same way, We are leaving tt, and leaving no trace 
behind us, for the track of our little carayan across the 
endless plains has long ago dsappeared A new life ts 
beginning for us, for the ice it is ever the same, 

“Tt has long haunted our dreams, ths land and now it 
comes like a vision hike fairyland Di ft white, at arches 
above the horizon like distant clouds, which one 1s afiaid will 
disappeat every minute 4 The most wonderful thiig is tiat 
we haye secn this land all the time without knowing i. 1 
exammed it several t mes with the telescope fiom ‘Longiig 
Camp,’ ia the belief that .t w ght be srowfclds, uy always 
came to the conclus‘on that it was only clouds, as I could 
never discover any daik point. Then, too, it scemed ta 
change fovin, which, I suppose, must be attributed to tie 
mist which always lay over it; but it a ways came back aga n 
at the same place, wth its remarkable yegular cuuser J now 
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remember that dark crag we saw east of us a the canp, aid 
which I took ta be an icefag, It must certain y have been 
a little islet * of some k nd 

“The ice was worse and moie boken than ever yesterday 3 
it was, indeed, a labour to force oie’s wy Orel ptChyutc- 
ridges like vetitable mot ttams, witi valleys and clefts m 
between, but on we went 11 goad spits and made some 
plogiess At lanes where a cross ig was d TictIt to Fad we 
did not hesitate to launch kayaks vid sledges, aid were soon 
over 11 ths manner. Somet mes after a very bid bit we 
would come across some flat ice for a short dist uice, aid over 
this we would go hke wildfie, splashing thiough ponds and 
puddles. Whie I was on ahead at one time yesterday moin- 
ing Johansen went up on to a hummock to look at tie ice, 
and remarked a cunous black stripe over the hor zon, but he 
supposed it to be only a cloud, he said, aid I thought no 
more about the matter. When, some while later, I also 
ascended a hummock to looc at tie ce, 1 became awaie of 
the same black stmpe it ran obliquely fiom the hoon tp 
into what I supposed to be a white bank of clouds ‘The 
longer I looked at ths bank and st pe the mere unusuil I 
thought them, until I was constrained to fetch th? glass No 
sooner had I fixed it on the black put than it struck me at 
once that this must be land and thit rot far of ‘There was a 
large snowficld, out of which b ack rocks p ojected, It was 
not long before Johansen had the g 195 lo 19 cye, vid con. 
vnecd himself that we really had la*d before us We both of 
us naturally became highly elated I tien saw a simiar white 
arching outline, a litle farther east, but it was for the niost 
pat covered with white n'st, fom which it coud hudly be 
distinguished, and moreover was conti ually chang ig form 
It soon, howevel, came out enticly, and wis censiderably 





* This s ppusitiol is extie ne y doubif 1, 
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larger and h gher than the foimer, but there was not a black 
speck to be seen on it. So this was what land looked like 
now that we lad cove to it IT bad imagtaed it in me ay 
forms with high peaks and glittering glaciers, but never 1 ke 
ths ‘There was nothing kindly about this but it was ridced 
no less welcome, and on the whole we could not expect it to 
be otherwise than snow coveicd, with all the snow which falls 
here. 

So then we pitched the tent and had a feast au ted to the 
occasion, lobscouse made of polatoes (for the last time but 
one, we had saved them loog for this occasion), pemmucan, 
dried bear’s- and seal’s fles1 and hear tongues chopped up 
together After this was a second course, cons sling of bicad. 
ciumbs fired in bear’s grease, also vril-food and butter, and a 
piece of chocolate to wind up” 

We thought this land so 1 ear thar it could not possibly take 
fong to reach it, certainly not Jonger than ti! next evening 
Johansen was even certain tiat we should do it the same day, 
but nevertheless thiitcen days wete to elapse, occupied in the 
same monotonous diudgery over the driftuce. 

Qn July 2gth I write.—“ When we stopped in the fog 
yesterday evening we had a feeling that we must have come 
well under land, This moining when we tuned out, the fist 
thing Johansen did when he went to fetch some water for me 
to cook with was, of course, fo clmb up on the nenest 
hummock and look at the land There il Jay, considerably 
neaer than before, and he13 quite certain that we shall icach 
it before mght.” I also discovered a new land to om west 
(8 60° W magnetic) that day; a regular, shield ke, arched 
outline, similar to the other Jand; and it was low above the 
horizon and appeared to be a long way off * 

We went on our way as fast as we could acioss lanes ard 





* It proved later that this must ba Crown Prince Ridolf Land, 
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rough ice, but did not get far m the day and the land did not 
seem to be much nearer, »In reality the ¢ was no difference to 
be seen, although we tued to u <g au chat it was secadi'y 
glowing higher. On Saturday, July 27th, I seem to havea 
suspicion that in point of fact we were drifling away fio u land. 
I write. ‘The wind began to blow fion the SSW 

a (magnetic) just as we were getting off yesterday, and increased 
as the day went on — It was casy (o percetye by the almosphe e 
that the wind was diving the ice off the land and land-lanes 
formed, pwticularly on the east side of1, When Iwas up on 
a hummock, yesterday even ng, I observed 1 black sti’pe on 
the hotzon under land ; T examined tt with the g ass, and as I 
had surmised, there was an ice edge or glacier suctchiig far n 
a westerly direction, and there was plainly a bioad lane in 
fiont of it to yudge by the dark baaik of m st which lay thee, 
it seems to me that land cannot be far of, and if the tce 1s 
tolerably passable we may reach itto day. ‘The wind conti med 
last might, but it has quieted down now, and there 15 sunshiie 
outside, We try by every means in om power to get a com. 
fortable night’s rest in om new bag of blankets, We have 
tiied lying on the baie ice, on the snowshoes, and to right 01 
the bue ice agam ; but it must be confessed tiat ftis hud, and 
never will be very comfortable , a little chilly, too, when one 15 
wet—but we shall appreciate a good wasm bed all the more 
when we get it’ 

“Tuesday, July goth. We make incredibly slow progress, 
but we ate pushing our way nearei dand all tic same,* Jivery 
kind of hindiince seems to beset 19; now Tam suffering so 
much hom my back (lumbago ?) that yesterday tt was only by 
exerting all my sucngth of will that I could dhag myself alo ug 
Tn difficult places Johansen had to help me with my sledye 
It began yesterday and at the end of ow march he had to go 
first and find the way. Yesterday I was much worse, and how 
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Lam today I do not know before I begin to walk; bit I 
ought to be thankful that I can chag,myself along ata |, though 
itis with endless pam We had to 6 halt and ca pp on account 
of ram yesterday morning at three, after only haying gone 
nnehoms Tne rain succeeded in makiag us wet uf o we 
had found a suitable place for t)e tent. Tere we have been a 
whole day while it has been pouring down, and we have hardly | 
become dricr There are puddles under us, and the bag has 
soaked on the underside The wind has gone round to tic 
west just now, and it has stopped iaining, so we made some 
porridge for breakfast and think of gomg on again; but if it 
should begin to rain again we must stop as it will not do to 
get wet thiough when we haye no change of clothes. It is 
anything but pleasant as it is to lhe with wet legs and feet that 
are like icicles, and not have a diy thread to put on Full 
gtown Ross’s gulls were seen singly four times today, aid 
when Johansen was out to fetch water this moiming he saw 
two.”* 

“Wednesday, July g1st The ice 1s as disintegrated and 
impracticable as can well be conceived, The cont nual fiiction 
aid packing of the floes against each other grinds up the ice 
so that the water 1s full of brash and small pieces, to feuy 
over this in the kayaks 18 impossible, and the search if long 
before we eventually find a hazardous crossing Sometimes 
we have to form one by pushing small floes together, or must 
fe ry the sledges over on a httle foe We spend much time 
and labour on each single dane and progress becomes slow in 
this way. My back still paimful, Johansen had to go ahcad 
yeste day also ; and evening and moining he is obliged to take 
off my boots and socks, for Iam unable to do it myself. He 
is touchingly unselfish, and takes care of me as if I were a 
child , everything he thinks can ease me he does quictly, with 

ad 





* We saw more and more of these remaskable Inrds the futher we weat 
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out my knowing it Poor fellow, he has to woik Joubly ha d 
now, and does not know how this wll end. I feel yery much 
better to day, however, and it 1s to be hoped shall soon be all 
right,” 

“Thusday, August rst Ice wlh mote obstacies than 
here is it to be found, I wonder? But we are working 
slowly on, and that be'ng the cise we ougit, pe haps, to be 
satisfied. We have also had a change—a brill’antly fine 
day ; but it seems to me tie south wind we have had, aid 
which opened the lanes, has put us a good way futher off 
land agan. We have aso dr fted a long d stance to the east, 
and no longe: see tic most westerly land with the black 
rocks, which we remuked at first, It would seem as if the 
Ross's guls keep to lind heie; we see them daily, 

“One thing, however, I am rejocing over. my back 15 
alnost well, so that I shall not de ay our progiess any morc. 
I have some idea now what it would be like 1f one of us 
became seriously itl, Ovr fate would then be sealed, I 
think.” 

“Tnday, August and, It seems as if everythiig con- 
spired to delay us, and that we shall never get away from this 
di ftice, My back 19 well agiia now; the ice was more 
passable yesterday thin befere, so that we nea ly made a good 
day's match, but im xctuim wind aid cuneait set us fiom 
shore, and we are farther awry agan = Agunst these two 
enemies all fighting isin van, I am aha, We have d ifted 
fat off to the south erst, have gol fie no th point of the ind 
about due west of us, and we ame now in about 81° 36° N, 
My only hope now 1s that this diift eastwards away from land 
may sop or aler is course, and th.s brag as rearer land, 
Zt is unfortunate that the lines are covered with young ice, 
which it would be disastrous to put the kayiks through, If 
this gets woise, tiings will look ve y bid. Mpanwhile we 
have nothing to do but go on ag fast as we can. If we are 
going to di ft back into tie ice aga’a, then tien —~~’ 
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©Satmnday, August 3 d Inconceivable toil, We never 
could go on with it were it nol for the fact that we must, We 
have made wietciedly little progress evei if we have made 
any at al We fave had no food for the dogs the last few 
days except the rvory gulls and /ulmais we have been able to 
shoot, and that has been a couple a day Yesterday the dogs 
only had a little b t of blubber exch ” 

“Sunday, Atgust 4th ‘Lhese lanes aie despeiate work 
and tax one’s stiength We often have to go seveial hundred 
yards on mere brash or from alock to block, dragg ng the 
sledges after us, and in constant fear of their capsizing into 
the water Johansen was very nearly in yesterday, but, as 
always hitherto he managed to save himself, The dogs fall 
in and get a bath continually ’ 

* Monday, August sth We have never had worse ice than 
yesterday, but we managed to force our way on a little, 
nevertheless, avd tvo happy nc.den.s metked the day: the 
first was (hat Johansen was not caten up bya bear; and the 
second, that we saw open water under the glacic: edge ashore 

“We set off about 7 o’clock y2sterday motni ig, and gat on 
to ice as bad as it could be It was as if some grant had 
hurled down enoimous blocks pell mell, and had strewn wet 
snow in between them, with water underneath; and into this 
we sank above our knees. The e were also numbers of deep 
pools in between the blocks. It was like toiling ovei h Il and 
dale, up and down over block after block, and rdge after 
uidge, with deep clefts in, between; not a cleat space bg 
enot gh to p tch a tent on even, and thus it went on the wicle 
tine To put a coping stone to om misery, there wis such a 
must thet we cor'd not seo a nuudred yarcs in font of us 
After an exhausting match we at last reached a lane where we 
had to ferry over in the kayaks. Aftet having clcared the side 
of tlfe line fLom young ice and stash, I drew my sledge to the 
edge of the tce, and was hold 13 1t to prevent it sf pp ng 1, 
when I heard a scuffle bey id me, and Johansen, who hyd 
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just tmned round to pull his sledge flush with m ne,* ci ed 
‘Take the gun ’ I tmged round and saw an enormous bear 
throwing tself on him, and Johansen on hs bick I tried to 
scze my gan, which was 11 1s case on the fo ¢ deck, out a. the 
same moment the kayak slipped nto the wate. My first thoug it 
was to throw myself into the water ove the kayak aid fie 
from there, but T recognised how tisky at would o¢ I begin 
to pull the kayak, with its heavy cargo, o1 to the high edge of 
the ice again as quickly as I could, aid was on my knecs 
pull ng wid tcgemg to get at my gn I )ad not me to look 
round and see what was gong on bch’nd me, whe1 I hevd 
Johansen quictly say. ‘You must look shaip if you want to 
be in time’ 

“Look ship? Ishowld thnk so At ast I got hold of 
the buttend, dragged the gun out tured round in a sitt 1g 
postme and cocked the shot bauel, ‘Tie ber was stinding 
not two yards olf, ready to make ar end of my dog, ‘ Kathys 
‘There was no time to lose n cocc ng tie otier barrel, so I 
gave ita charge of shot behind tie car, and it fl down dead 
between us 

“The bear must have followed our tack lice a cat, aid, 
covered by the ice blocks, have sluik tp whie we were 
clearing the ice from the laie and had ot biess tohim. We 
could sce by the trail how it had crept over a smali dye just 
behind us under cover of a mound by Johaiwers kayak 
While tie latter, wit rout suspect ag anyth ny or look yg 1o0u rd, 
went back and stooped down tonpick up tic hat ap rope he 
sudde aly cai ght sight of an ant nal croi che} vp at the end of 
the kayak, but thorghet twas Stggen , and Icfoe he had 
time to iealise that 11 was so bg he rece ved 1 aff on the 








*Asarule, we eossed the mesintti manner we r.ced te ste tres, 
with the haya cs on, sic by sides Tis id the n toge cry gf Merce ther y 
ru iming Che si ow51 ts across 1 udu the strips, we asoserted tl a, 
and then unc e tiemas bey were wit the secges Irs cat niderng yy 
When across we had on y to hail the nt pon the othe side 
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ear which made him see fiiewoiks, and then as I mentioned 
before, over he went on hs back Tg tried to defend hi nselt 
as best he could with hts fists. W th one hind he se zed the 
throat of the animal, and held fast, clenchiig it with all his 
might It was just as the bear was about to bite Johansen in 
tic head that he uttered the memcrable words, ‘ Look sharp |? 
The hear kept glancing at me continually, specnlatirg, no 
doubt, as to what I was going to do; but then canght sight 
of the dog and turned towards it Johansen Iet go as quick 
as thought, and wiggled himself away, while the bear gave 
*Suggen’ a cuff which made hin how] lustily just as he does 
when we thiash him ‘hen ‘ Kaifas’ got a slap on the nose 
Meanwhile Johansen had stiuggled to us legs, and when I 
fired had got his gun, which was sticking out of the kayak 
hole The only harm done was that the bear had sctaped 
some grime off Johansens 1ight cheek, so that he has a wh te 
stripe on at and had given him a slight wouid in one hand; 
‘Katfas’ hid also got a sciatch on his nose, 

‘ Hardly had the bea: fallen before we saw two more 
peeping over a hummock a litle way off cubs w 10, natal y, 
wanted to see the result of the material chase ‘They were 
two large cubs, I thought it was not worth while to sacrifice 
a-cartudge on them, but Johansen expicssed his opinion that 
young bears flesh was much mote delicate in flavom than old 
He would only shoot one, he said, and started off However, 
the cubs took to thei heels, althorgh they came back a little 
while later, and we could heat them at a long distance 
growling after their mot ier. 

“Johansen sent one of them q ball, but the 1ange was too 
long and he only wourded it With some teitfic growls, it 
started off agaia, and Johinsen afer it; but he gave up the 
chase soon as he saw il plomised to be a long one Wue 
we were cuttnag up the she beat the cubs came back on the 
other side of the Jane, and the whole time we woe the e we 
had them walsiig round us Whea we had fed the dog wit, 
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aid had eaten some of the raw meat ourselves, and had 
furthermore stowed away in the kayacs the meat we had cut 
off the legs, we at last fered over the lane and went on 
our way 

“The ice was not good; and, to make bad worse, we 
immedialely came on some Lenible Janes, full of nothing but 
tightly packed lumps of icc, In some places there were whole 
seas of it, and a was enough to make one despair Among 
all this loose ice we came on in unustally thick old flog, with 
high mou ids on it and pools in betwecn It was fiom ane of 
these mounds that I obseived th ot zh the ghiss toe oo) 
water at the foot of the glacict, and now we cannot have far 
to go But the ice looks very bid or ahead, and each preee 
when it is live this may tacc a long time to t avel over. 

“As we went along we heard the wounded bear low ng 
ceaselessy Dehurd us, it filed tac «hole of thes s.cat woud 
of ice with 1ts bitter plaint over the ~1nelly of man, It was 
miscible to hea it; and if we had had time we should 
undoubtedly have gone back and saciufced a caitndge on it 
We saw the cubs go off to the place where the mother was 
lying, and thought to omselvcs t at we had got id of thet, 
but heard them soon afterwards, and even when we had 
camped they were not far of.” 

“Wednesdiy, August 7th At last we me under land, at 
Jast the duft ice bes behrid us, tid before us 18 open water, 
open, it 1s to be hoped, to the eid Yesterc y was the day 
When we came out of the tent the evening of the day before 
yesterday we both thotght we mist be nea the cde of the 
glacicr Cian eve, and win fies) courage, and in une fe nt hope 
of reachiig land that day, we sta tad on our jyourncy Yet we 
dared not think our life on the di ft ce was so neatly at an 
end After wandering about on ¢ for five months, and sufferiig 
60 many disappomtments, we were only too wel p cpucd for 
anew defeat. We thought, howeve, that the ice lookcd moe 
promising futher on, though befo ¢ we hid gore frye cine 
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to braad lanes full of slush and foul wreven ice, with h’lls and 
dales, and deep snow and water, intogwhich we sink up to om 
thighs After a couple of laics of tis k ad, matters improved 
a hitle and we got op to some fiat ce Alter hiying gone 
over this fora while t beca ne appucnt how much nearer we 
were to the edge of the glicier, Te catld rot poss aly be far 
off now. We ergeily hanesscd ourse ves to the sludges tga n, 
put on a spuit aid away we went th ovgh snow aad water, 
over mounds and rdges We went as hud as we could, and 
what did we care af we sank yAto water tll "far above our fur 
leggings, so that both they and om ‘komager’ filled and 
gurgicd hke a pump? What did it mattq to us now so long 
as we got on? 

“We soon ieached plains, ind over them we went quicker 
and quicker We waded thicugh ponds where the spray flow 
up on allsdes Nearer and nearer we crme, and by the dark 
water sky before us, which continually 10s¢ highei, we could 
see how we were diawing near to open water We did not 
even notice beats now There seemed to be plenty about, 
tracks, both old and new crossing and iccrossing, one had 

‘even inspected the tent while we were asleep, and by the fresh 
trail we could see how it hal come down wind in Ieé of us 
We had no use for a bear now; we had food enough, We 
were soon able to see the open water undei the wall 9f the 
glacier and our steps lengthened even more, As —s 
striding along, I thought of t1e maich of the Ten Thousand 
through Asia, when Xenoghon’s soldiers, after a year’s wit 
against supetior fo ces, at last saw the sea from a mountair 
and cued, ‘Thalatta thalatta ’ Maybe this sea was just as 
welcome to us after our months in the endless white drift ice, 

At last, at last, I stood by the edge of the ice, Before me 
lay the dark surface of the sca, with floating white floes; fur 
away the glamer wall rose abruptly from the water, over the 
whole lay a sombre, foggy light Joy welled up in our heaits 
at this sght, and we could not give it expression in words, 
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Behind us lay all our trotbles before us He walctway home 
1 waved my hat to Johansen who was a hitle way behind, and 
he waved his in aiswer and shouted ‘Hunah ? Such an 
esent had to be eclebrated in some way, and we did wt by 
having 2 pice of chocolale evch 

‘While we were standing there looking at the water the 
lage head of a seal came up, and thei ds yppcateds enty, 
but soon more appeaicd =I is very rewssimi g lo kiow that 
we can prociie food at any m mt te we lhe 

“Now cane the riggiig of the kayaks for the voyage. Or 
course, the bette: way would have been to piddle s ip y, bet, 
with the long, b g sludges on the deck 15 was not easy, ard 
leave them beh nd I dued not, we m ght have good use for 
them yet. To. the time being, therefore, there was nothmg 
else to be dove but to lash the two kayaks together side by 
side in our ustal manne), stiffen them ott with siowshoes 
under the straps, and place the sledges athwart them, one 
before and one behind, 

“TA was sad to think we could not take om two list dogs 
with us, but we should prooably have no fu trea use for ther, 
and it would not have dane to take them with us on the deckienns 
of out kayaks We weie sory to part wth them, we had 
become very fond of these two stivvoi. Jatoful ard 
endur ng, they had followed us the wiole jou rey th ougl , 
and now that beiter t nes hid come, they rust say ft ewe | to 
Ife Destroy them in the sane way as the others we conld 
not, we saci feed a caltidge bn each of them, I shot 
Joharse 1's, and he $f ot ave, 

“So then we were ready to sct of It was a real please 
to let the hayaks dance over the wat.r and heat the litle 
waves plash ng against the sides Vor two ycars we had not 
scen such a sutface of water befoets We had not gone far 
before we found that the wind was so food tit we ought to 
make use of it, and so we ngged up a sal on our fleet We 
glided easily before the wind in towards the laid we had so 
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loiged for all these maiy moths. What a chaige after 
raving fotced one’s way ch bys chtaad fout by foot on we 
The mist had hidden the land fiom us for a while, but now it 
parted, and we saw the glacier ising stra ght in font of us 
At the same moment the sin burst foith, anda more beautiful 
morning I can haidly remember We weie soon underneath 
the gacie1, and !al to lower our sail and paddle westwards 
along the wall of ice, which was fiom 50 to Go feet in height, 
and on which a landing was imposs ble It seemed as if there 
must be little movement m this glacier 5 ‘the water had eaten 
its way deep underneath it at the foot, and thee was no noise 
of falling fragments or the crack ng of cievasses to be head, 
as there generally is wth large glaciers It was also quite 
even on the top, and no crevasses were to be seen Up the 
entire heig’it of the wall there was strat hcation whch was 
unusually marked. We soon dscovered that a tidal cunent 
was running westwards along tie wall of the glacier w th great 
rapidity, and took advant’ ge of it to make good progress ‘To 
find a camping ground, however, was not easy, aid at last we 
were reduced to taking up our abode on a drifting floe. It 
was glorious, though, to go to rest in the certainty that we 
should not wake to dtudgery in the drift ice 

“When we turned out today ye found that the ice had 
packed atound us, and I do not know yet how we shall get out 
of it, though there is open water not far off co our west ” 

“Thursday, August 8th — After hauling ou impedi ne ata 
over some floes we got into 8pen water yesterday w thout much 
difficulty When we had reached the cdze of the watet, we 
made a paddle each fiom om ; iowshoe staffs to which we 
bound blades made of bioken off siowshoes, They weie a 
great improvement on the some shat clumsy paddles, with 
canvas blades lashed to bamboo sticks I was vety much 
inchned to cflop off om sledges, so that they wouk only 1¢ 
half as long as before; by so do 1g we could cany them on 
the atterdeck of the kayaks, and could thus each paddle 
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alone, aid ou advarce would be tiuch quece thin by 
padd xg the tw 1 kayaks. Towever, I thotght, perhaps, t 
was wiadvicable ‘The water lookcd pio mising c1olg) 01 
ahead, but theic was mst, and we cevld rot sce far, we k ew 
nothing of the county or the coast we hid cone to aid 
might yet have good te fo the sledzes We thercfore, set 
off in our double kayak, as before, with the 6 edges athwa t 
the deck fore and aft, 

“The mist soon rose a little, it wis then a dead calm, the 
suiface of the water day like a g cat mmior hefore us, w th bits 
of tce and an occasional floe dufing on tt Tt was a marvel 
lously beaut ful sight, aid it was indeed glonous to sit thee 
ain our light vessels and glide over the surface » (hout any 
exertion, Suddenly a seal rose in fiont of us and over us 
flew continually ivory gulls and fulmais and lattiwakes, Tattle 
auks we also saw, and some Ross's gulls, and a couple of 
terns There was no want of ammal hfe here, nor of food 

“when we should requi e tt. 

“We found open water, bioader ard broader, as we paddled 
on out way beside the wall of icc, but 1t would not clear so 
that we could sec something of our sunroundings ‘The mist 
still hung obstinately over it 

* Our counse, at first, lay west to rorth (magnetic), but the 
land always tiended more and moe to the west aid south 
west, the capanse of water g ew gieater, 21d soon it widened 
out to a luge sca, sireter gin asotth wete y diection A 
neeze spring up fiom the noitrnoith east, aid there was 
cord denible mo or whey was iat plewar, 1 rarer dot ve 
craft the seas continually washed up between the two and 
wetted us We put in towards evening aid pitched tho 
tent on the shore ice, and just as we did so it began to ran, 
so that it was h gh time to be undei a roof” 

“YP tday, August 9th Yesterday moimming wet had aga‘n to 
drag the sledges with the kayass over some ice which had 
diifted 11 front of our camp ng giound, and during this opera. 
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tion I managed to fall into the water aid get wet It was 
with difficulty we finally got through and out tito open water, 
After a while we again fouid our wry closed, and were obl ged 
to take to hauling over sone floes, but afict this we had good 
open water the whole day. It was a north casterly wnd 
which had set the 1ce towards the land, and wt was lucky we 
had got so far, as behind 1s to judge by the atmo .phere the 
sea was much blocked. The mist hung over the htid 50 that 
we saw hittle of it Accord ng as we advaiced we were able 
to hold a more southaily couse and the wind bet ig nearly on 
the quarter we set sal about 1 oclock, and cuntinucd sa ling 
all day till we stopped yesterday evening Ow sail, however, 
was intelrupted once when il was neccssaty to paddle round, 
an ice point noth of where we are now, the conliary curent 
was so strong that it was as much as we could do to make way 
against it and t was only after considerable exerl on that we 
succeeded in doubling the point ‘We have seer ttle of the 
land we are skirting tp to ths 01 accoint of the mist, but as 
far as Ican make out it cons sts of islands. Tust there was 
a large island covered with an icesheet, then west of it a 
smaller one, on which are the two ciags of tock which first 
made us aware of the vicinity of land, next came a long ford 
or sound, with massive shoic-ice in t, and then a stall, low 
headland, o1 rather an tsland souh of which we aie now 
encamped, This shoreice lying along the land 19 yey 
remakable, It is unusually massty2 and uncven 3 it seems to 
be composed of huge bloc 9s welded together, which ina great 
measuie, at any rate, must procecd fiom the ice shect, There 
has also, perhaps, been violent picstuie against the land, wh ¢ 1 
has heaved the sea ice up together sith pyeces of re fon the 
calving of the glac et, and the whole has f oven together into 
a conglomaate mass. A med umsied iceberg lay off the 
headland noith of us, where the current wasso strong, Where 
we ate now Jy 13, however, there 1s flat ford ice between the 
low islaid he e and a larger one farther sot th 
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“This laid grows more of a problem, and Iam more than 
ever at a loss to hnow wheac we are ‘It 18 very rema kable to 
me that the coast conti ually tends to 11 sot th instead of to 
the west I could explan it al best by suppos ng oursclves 
to be on the west coast of the aich pc ago cl Liane Josef 
Laid, were it not that the vanation Ith nk, stoo ger and 
also for the number of Rosss gulls the ¢ st: are Not ore 
has with certainty been seen i1 Sotvbergen, and if ny stp 
postlion is 1ight this should not be fto1 Ye te day we saw 
a number of them agam ; they are quite as connon here as 
the othe: species of gull ’ 

@ Saturday August roth. We went 1p on to the | tte isiet 
we had camped by It was covered by igh a, wueird yed 
over it in the shape of a sh cld, there were slopes to ul ides , 
but so sl ght was the gradient that ow snows ioe» would not 
even ru1 of themselves on the ciust of siow = Liom thendg3 
we had a fair view, and, as the mist I fied jrst then, we sav 
the land about us tole:ably well We now percuved phinly 
that what we had been skuting along ws o1y aslinds The 
fist one was the biggest. The other land, wits the two rocky 
ciags, had, as we could see a stup of bare land along the 
shore on the north west side Was it there, perhips, the 
Ross’s gulls congregated, and had their breed! ig grounds? 
Tie island to om south also looced large , it appeared to be 
entuely covered bya glacier * Betweer the slinds, vid as 
far as we could pereeive south cast ard cast the sea w 6 
covered by perfectly flat fyod ce, Set no lind was to be 
discerned mm that diection ‘hore were no icebergs here 
though we saw some later in the day on he south sue of the 
1s and lymg to the south of us 








* The firstislanc Tealed * Tyas Istind tc secene $I vs Ts ad 
apd the littl or we weretreron Ace rec 8 fy ane Tht fou hs cad 
so thofis ad, Rerhaps, alrey ly b cn sean by Jaye , ard named by hin 
“Vrocdcn Is ind" The whole group of sancs Pneme 1 bvadtenlaid 
(Whit Land) 
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“The glacier coveung the little sland on which we slood 
joined the fyordace almost mpeigepubly, only a few small 
fissures along the shore mdicated where at probably began, 
‘There could not be any great iise and fall in the i¢e here, 
consequent on the tide, as the fissures would then, as a matter 
of course, have been considerably larga. This secmed 
yemarkable, as the tidal current saa owiftas waiver'ue On 
the west side of the islard there lay in font of tie glacaa 
rampait of ice and snow, which was probably formed of 
pieces of glacier ice and seaice welded togethar It had 
the game characte: as the massive shore ice which we had 
seen pseyiously ruining along the land, Ths rampgrt 
went over imperceptibly with an even slope mito the ghee 
within it 

“About three in the wWternoon we finally set off in open 
water, and sailed till eaght ot so tn the evening; the water was 
then closed, and we were compelled to haul the fleet over flat 
ice to open water on the other side But here, too ow 
progtess seemed blocked, and as the cunent was agaist us we 
pitched the tent ” 

On August 19th we were “compelled partly to haul our 
sledges over the 1ce, partly to row in open water in a south 
westeily direction When we reached navigable wateis again, 
we passed a flock of walruses lying on a floe Tt was a 
pleasuie to see so much food collected at one spot, but we 
dd not take any notice of tiem as, for the time bemg, we had 
meat ard blubber enot yh After d nicer we miniged, in the 
mist, to wander down a long bay into the shotcoce whee 
there was no outlet, we had to tuin back, and ths delayed 
us considerably, We row kept a moe westuly course, 
following the often massive and unever edge of the ice, but 
the current was dead agait st us, ard in addition young icc had 
been formang all day as we rowed along, the weather ] ad 
been cold and still, with falling snow, and this began to Le so 
thick that we could not make way against it asy longer We, 
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thuiefore went ashore on the ice, and hauled until ter im the 
evening. 

‘Bei-ttacks, old and New im all dnections, both the single 
ones of old bachelors and those of she bew? with cubs, It 
looks as if they had had a gencial rendezvous, or as if a flock 
of them had roamed backwards and forwads I have never 
seen so mary bear tracks in one place in my Life 

“We have ceita‘nly done 14 or rg mies to Jay, but stil f 
thik our progress 1s too slaw if we are to reach Spuitcherge 1 
Cus yea, aid Iam always wondenng if we ought not to cit 
tie ends off our sledges so that cich ci1 paddle hs own 
kayak Ths young ice, however, which giows steadily worse, 
aid the eleven degrees below freez ng we now have snke me 
lod my hind. Perhaps winter 1s upon us, and then the 
sledges may be very necessary, 

‘Tt is a curious sensation to paddle in the must as we aie 
doing wthout being able to sec a mile in fioit of us ‘The 
land we found we have left behind us We are always in 
hopes of clear weather in order to see whae the land hes in 
front of us—for land there must be. This flat, unpiocen ice 
must be altached to Jand of some kind, but clear weather we 
are not to have, st appears M st without cetsing, ne must 
push on as it 15,” 

After having hauled seme distance farther over the ice, we 
came to open walter again the follow 1g day (August 11th), and 
paddled for four or five hots While T wai or a hummock 
inspeett rg the waters aherd, a huge mo iste: of a walrus cam? 
up quite new us. Tt Jay puffiag wd glum at is on the 
surface of the witer but we took no it cc of t got mto om 
kayaks, and went on Suddenly terme up again by the side 
of us, raced alself hh gh ott of the water 510 ted 40 that the 
an shook, and threatened to thrust us tusks nto otr Fal craft 
We seized ont guns, bul at tie same moment it g sappeaicd, 
and came up immediately afterwuds on the other side, by 
Johansen’s kayak where it repeated the same mancuyie I 
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said to him that if the animal showed signs of attac\ing us we 
mist spend a cartudge on it. It came up several times and 
disappemed agam , we could see it down im the witer passing 
rapidly on its side under our vessels, and, afiaid lest it should 
make a hole in the doltom with us tusks we thiust ou paddles 
down into the water and fiig itened it away; but suddenly tt 
came up again rght by Jornsen’s kayak, and more swage 
than ever Ie sent tachi ge stuusht im the eyes, 1 ullered 
a teinfic bellow, 10 led over, and disappeared, leaving a tral of 
blood on the water behind it, We paddled on as hard as we 
could, knowing that the shot m ght have dangeious conse 
quences, but we were icheyed when we heard the wahus come 
up far behind us at the place where it had disappeared 

We had paddled quietly on, and had long fo gotten all 
about the wihus when I stddenly saw Tohansen jump into 
the air and felt lis kayak receive a violent shock. I had no 
idea what it was, and looked :ound to see if some block of 
floating ice hid capsized and stick the bottom of lus kayak ; 
but suddenly I saw another walius rise up m the water bende 
us I seized my gun and ay the an nal would not turn its 
head so that I could aim at a spot behind the car, where it is 
more easily wounded, I was constrained to put a ball in the 
m ddie of tts forehead ; there was no time to be lost Tappily 
this was enough, and it lay there déad and floating on the 
water With g eat diffculty ne managed to make a hole in 
tie thick skin, and after cutting ourselves some sti'ps of 
Dlubbe: and meat fiom tfs bick we went on om way aga > 

At 7 in the evening the tidal current tined ard thee vin ie} 
closed There was no more water to be found = Instead of 
taking to haulmg over the ice, we determmmed to wast for the 
opening of the channel when the tide should turn next day, 
and meanw1 Ie to cut off the ends of our sledges, as I had so 
long been tfinking of dosng, aid make omse ves some good 
double paddles so that we coull put on greater pace, and 34 
our single cayaks make the most of the chann.i during the 
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pme i Was open, While we were occupied in domg this Ue 
mst cleared off at last, and there lay land slctehed out 4 
fiont of us, extend ng a loig way south and west hom SL 
rght up to NNW. It appeved to be a chain of lands 
with sounds between them ‘Lhcy we e cuefly covered with 
glaciers only here and there wete pe pend cular black mou - 
tain walls to be scen = It was a sght to mike one iyoice to 
see so much land at one time. Tit whee were we? ‘Las 
seemed a more difficu t question to answer (aa ever, Could 
we, after all, have airtved at the east s de of Lanz Joscf t and? 
It seemed vety reasonable to suppose ths to be tie case 
But then we must be very far east, and must eapect a long 
yoyage before we could reach Cape Vligely, 09 Crown Prince 
Ridolf Land Meanwhile we worked hard to get the sledges 
ready, but as the mist gradually lifted, and it became clearer 
and cleater, we could not help continually leaving them, to 
climb up on to the hummock beside us to look at the country, 
and speculate on this insoluble problem. We did not get to 
bed till seven in the moi ting of August rath 

© Tuesday, August 13th After having slept a few hous, we 
tuned out of the bag again, for the cutie xt had tuned, and 
there was a wide channel In our s ige kiyacs we made 
good headway, but after gorig about five miles tie crtyiel 
closed and we had to clin ber on to the tcc. We thought it 
advisable to wait until the tida ct rrent turned, and sce if 
thee were not a channel running fa ther If not we mut 
lash proper guips of wood to om curta led sldyes, and com. 
merce hauling towards a so nd rainy throaga che lan, 
which I see about WNW (tue), ard which, accord ng to 
Payers Chait, take to be Rawi nso 1's Sound ” 

But the cack did not open, and when lt came to the pout 
we had to cont nue on our way ha log . 

“Wednesday, August r4th We chagzed our sledges and 
loads over a number of flues and ferred acioss Janes, arrive 
finally at a lane which ran westwards, 11 which we co fd 
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paddle, but at $001 packed together aga’n, and we weic 
stopped The tvory gu ls are very bok, aid last night stole a 
piece of b wbber lying close vy the toit wa.” 

The following diy we had to make ou: way as well as we could 
by paddling short d stances sn the lanes or hauling our Joads 
over floes smaller or laiger, as the case mught be Th& cure rt, 
which was running ke am | race, giound them together in 
its career, Our prog css » h our short, stumpy sledges was 
nothing very great and of water su table for paddlig in we 
found less and less We stoped several times and waited for 
the ice to open at the tuin of the tide, but it did not do so, and 
onthe morning of August rth we gave it up, turned inwards, 
and took to the shore ice for good. We set aur course west 
wards towards the sound we had sce1 for several days now, 
and had stiuggled so to reach, The surface of the ice was 
towiably @ven, and wé yet ovce che grodnd welk Ou che wey 
we passed a frozen in iceberg which was the highest we saw in 
these paits—some 50 to 6o feet, I should say.* I wished to 
go up st to get a better view of our envionment, but it was too 
steep, and we did not get h ghet than a thnd part up the sidc 

“In the evening we at last reached the islands we had been 
steer ng fon for the last few days, and for the first time for two 
yeais had bare land under foot ‘The del ght of the feeling of 
being able to jump from block to block of granite 1s mde 
scnbable, and the delight way not lessened wher in a little 
sheltered commer among the stones we found moss and love s, 
beantiful poppies (Papanr nudiwaile) Saaipraga nivalis anc a 
Sillaria (sp?) It goes witroul saying that the Norweg an 





* Teebergs of consi lerab ¢ size have beer derenbed as hiviny butn seen 
off Trang Jovel Lanc, but I gan oily say with reference to tus t at dur ay 
the whole of om voyage tirougs tus arclipelige we saw noth igo 
knd = The om ment oned here was tie nggest of al tho.e we come 
ac of, and they were, compared with the Greenland ici segs, quite 
Insightficant masses of g acter ice 

+ T have called at gran te ii my dary, but it was im icality tyery cuusee 
gra ned bast, The specimens | took have untoctu ittely been tust 
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flag had to wave over this our first bare laid and a banquet 
was plepaicd Our petfoleam meanvhile, had g ven out 
seve.al days p.cv.05 y aid we had to con, .ve arither la np 
in which train oil could be used ~The smoking hot lo »,couse, 
nade of pemmicar and the last of our potatoes was deliciors 
and we sat mside the tent and kicked the bare gtit under ts 
to ow hearts’ content 

‘ Where we ae 1s becoming more and more incomprehen- 
sible There appeas to be a bioad souid west of us, but 
what is it?) Phe sland* we are now on, and where we have 
slept splendidly (this 1s wi tlen on the mornig of August 6th) 
on diy land, w th no me trig of the ice nm puddles underneath 
us is along mora ne hike 1idge runn 1g about north and south 
(magnetic), and consists almost exclusively of small and large 
—generally very large blacks of stone, with, I should say, 
occasional stationary crags ‘Ine blocks are in a miuusu e 
rounded off, but I have found no striat‘on on them. The 
who ¢ island barely rises above the snow field in which it lies, 
and which slopes in a gradual decl ne down to the susounding 
ice, On om west there 1s a bac island, somewhat higher, 
which we have seen for several days. Along the shoe there 
isa decided strand line (teace), North of us ae two sinall 
islets and a small rock or skerry 

As I mentioned before (Acgist 13th) T bad at  fitst 
supposed the sourd on ou west to be Ruvhusons Sourd, 
but this now appeued impossi ile, as the ec wis nothing 
to be scen’of Dove Glaciei, by whieh it 's bounded’ on one 
side If thus was now our position, we mist have traversed 
the glacer and W Iezek Laod wiliout noticing any lace of 
either; for we had travelled westwads a good half degrve 
south of Cape Buda Vesth, ‘The possib I ly that we could be 
in this region we consequently now held to be finally excluded 
We must haye come toa new land the westertT part of Trang 
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Josef Land or Archipelago and so far west t A 
nothing of the cou itt es d scoveied by Payer jpat we had. a 
that we had not even seen anything of Ose’ But so far coh 
ought to be situated in 82° N. and 52° a's Las dy ae 
incomprehensible , but was there any othe: ey Th s was mde 
©Satuday, August 17th Yesterday was a’planal on? 


by »  §¥e 
aie in open water on the west coast of Trang yysood dy Peas 
yefs Land, 


far as I can make out, and may agam hope to & : 
hone th 

year About noon yesterday we walked actoss the 1 

moraine islet to the higher island west of us As I wa: 


before Johansen, I went on first to examine the island a little, 
As he was following me he caught s ght of a bear on the level 
ice to leeward. It came jogging up against the wind straight 
towaids him He had his gun seady, but when a little neaer 
the bear stopped, reconside ed the situation, suddenly tuined 
tail, and was soon out of s ght 

‘ This tsland* we came to seemed to me to be one of the 
most loyely spots on the face of the euth A beautiful flat 
Leach, an old strand line wth shells stiewn about, a nanow 
belt of clear water along the shore, where snails and sea 
urchins (Zchiaus) were visible it the bottom, and amphpoda 
were swi nming about. In the cliffs overhead wee hundreds 
of screaming litde auks, and beside us the snow bu itings 
fluttered fiom stone to stone with their checrful twitter 
Suddenly the sun burst forth through the I ght fleecy clouds, 
and the day scemed to be all sunshme, Ifere was } fe and 
bare land, we were no longer on the eternal diift ice At the 
bottom of the sea just beyond the beach I could see whole 
forests of seaweed (Layunartaand £ucus) Under the cl fis 
here and there were drifts of beautifil rase colau ed snow + 
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+ This coloureis owing to a beat tifil mintte red alga, wlicl g ows 01 
the snow (general y Sfaeselle mvalis, ‘There were als» some ye lewst 
green prtches m this siow whch mut cata iy Le attr tke to another 
species of alga 
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"On the noilh side of the sland we foind the bieed nz 
place of numbers of black backed gulls , they we estl ag wh 
ticir young in ledges of the cliffs Of course we had to I nb 
up and sectie a photogiaph of ths unusual secne of fim y 
I fe, aid as we stood there h gh up on the cl ffs side we co. d 
see the diiftice whence we had ccme. It hy be wath us 1 se 
a white plan, and disappered far away on the ho zor 

Jeyond this it was we had jotin2yed, and farther away st il 
the J+am, and our comrades were duifling yet 

“Thad thought of going to th: top of this island to get 
better view) and pethaps come netuct sols g Ue p obluem cf 
out whereabouts, Bit when we were on the west side of it 
the must ca ne back and settled 01 the top, ¥ ¢ hid to conte it 
ourselves with only going a Little way up the slope to look at 
our fulure course westnard, Sone way ont we saw oper 
water; it looked like the sev itself, but before one corld 
get to it there was a good deal of ice. We came down agaiy 
and stuted off Aloig the land there was a channel vunnig 
some distance farther, and we tued it, but it was covered 
everywhere with a thin layer of new ice which we did not 
dare to bieak through 11 our kayaks, and risk cutting a hole 
m them; so finally, a ] tle way farther south we pit nto 
dag up the kiyaks and tike to the ice agaia = While wa 
weie doing this one huge bea ded seal aftcr another stuc¢ 
its head up by the side of tre ice and gved wordei ny 
at us with its great cyes; thea, with a violent oxides, said 
spashing the water in all dircetibis, i would dsippear to 
come up again soon aterwatds on the other sde. ‘They 
kept playing round uy blowing diving reappeung mad 
throwing themselves over so that the water foamed 100 1d 
them It would haye been easy enough to captue one Ind 
we required it 

“At last, afler a good deal of exert on, we stood at the 
maigin of the icc; the blue expanse of water lay before us as 
far as the cye could reach, and we hought that for the futue 
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we had todo th it alone To the north there was laid, 
the steep, black, basalt cl ff of which*fell. parse a cu ly into 
these1 We saw heidland after headland stiid ag ort rote 
wards and farthest off of all we could descry a al sh ghaicr. 
T i¢ mterior was everywhere covered with arice set Below 
the clouds, aid ove: the land, was a stup of ruddy, n gat shy, 
which was reflected in the melancholy, roching sea 

© So we paddled on along the side of the glacier whch 
covered the whole country south of us. We became more 
and more excited as we approached the headland to the west, 
Would the coast trend soath here, and was there no more 
land westward? Jt was ths we expected to decide our fate: 
decide whether we should reach home that year or be com- 
pelled to winter somewhere on land. Nearer and nearer we 
came to it along the edge of the perpendicular wall of ice, 
At last we reached the headland, and our hearts bounded 
wish joy to see so much water, only weter, westwaids, and the 
coast tending south west We also saw a bare mountain 
project ng fiom the ice sheet a little way faither on; it was a 
curious Ingh ndge, as sharp as a knife blade It was as steep 
and shaip as anything I have seen, it was all of dak, columnar 
basalt, and so jagged and peaked that it looked hke a comb, 
In the middle of the mountain there was a gap or couloir, and 
there we crept up to inspect the sea way southwards The 
wall of rock was anything but broad there, and fell away 01 
the south side in a perpeydicular drop of seveiil hundied 
feet A cutting wind was blowing in the coulon While 
we were lying there, I suddenly heard a noise behrid me, and 
on looking round I saw two foxes fight ng over a little auk 
which they had just car gut Tuey clawed and ugged and pu 
as haid as they could on the very edge of the chasn, tin 
they suddenly caught sight of us not twenty feet away from 
them. They stopped fight ng, looked up wondetogly, and 
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be,11 l0102 10und ard peep at us fist fom one sde, tin 
from the of o> Qvet us my? ads of } tile avks Hew bickwa ds 
and fouwaids, screaming «bully fiom the ledzes uy the moun 
tuauade So fas wecord mike ore Cue appered wn 
open sea along the land to tie westwud, The wind was 
favoulable, and, atho gh we were tied, we dec‘ded to take 
advantage of the oppoitunity, have something to eat, rig op 
mast and salon ovr canoes and get aflort We sr ed tt tie 
morn ng, when tie wind went down anJ tien we lauded 01 
the shore ice agai and ca uped * 

“Tam as happy asa child in the thought thit we we now 
at last really on the west coast of Ti. Josef Land wita open 
water befoic us, and independent of icc and cmrents,” 

“Wednesday, August 24th The ve ss‘tudes of this life 
will never come to an end, When I w otc Jast I was full of 
hope and comage, and here we ate stopped by stress of 
weather for four days and tee ng its, with the 1¢e packed as 
tight as ¢ can be against the coast We see nothing but piled | 
ridges, hummocks, and broken ice in all diections, Comage 
is still here but hope, the hope of soon being home—tiat was 
relinqu shed a long time ago and befote us lies the ceita nty 
of a long, daik winter i1 these st notnd’ igs 

“Tt was at midmght between the 17th and 18th that we set 
off fiom our last camping g ound in splendid weather, ‘Thot gi 
at was cloudy and the suninys ble tiere was alo ig the horizon 
in the noth the most glo ‘ous reddy glow, wth golccn stn 
tipped clouds, and the sea diy shin ng and dieamy in the 
distance a muyellous nght. . On the st fice of the 
sea smooth asa mirior witiout i bock of ice as far as the 
eye could reach, glided the kayaks, the water purl rg off tic 
paddles at every silent stroke, Tt wast he being in a gondola 
on the Caiale Graide. But there was so vethtig alr ast 
uncanny about all this stil ness, and the baioi eter had gone 
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down tapidly, Meinw1le, we » “8d towards the headlaid fn 
the south south west, whch [trope Yas tbout 12 miles off.4 
After sone hours we espied ce. cad voth of us thot gh 
that it was orlyaluosecla vol pcces dd. HQ? be current 
and we paddled confdeatly on But as we ghgedually den 
nearer we saw that the ce was fa rly co npact, ard gerte rded ¢ 
gteater and greater dstince; thot gh fiom the low kayaks 
was not casy to see the hae extent of the pack Wee cord 
ingly disembarked and cl mbed up 01a hummock to fird 
our best route, ‘The sight which met us was anything but 
encouraging Off the headland we were steeing for wele a 
number of islets and rocks, extending some distance o fut to 
sea; it was they that were locking the ice, which Jay every 
direction between them and outside them. Near us it was 
slack, but farther off it looked much worse, so that \further 
advance by sea was allogethcr out of the question, Ourg ily 
exped ent was tu tase to the edge of the shore ice, and hope 
for the chance that a Jane m ght 1un along it some way far her 
on. On the way 11, we passed a seal lying on a floc, and as 
our larde: was begmning to grow empty, I tured to get a shot 
at it, but it dived into the water before we came with n range, 
“ As we were paddling along through some small bits of ice 
my kayak suddenly received a violent shock from undeineath, 
T looked round in amazement, as I had not noticed any large 
piece of ice hereabouts, There was nothing of the kind to 
be seen either, but worse enemies were about. No soor er had 
I glanced down than I saw a huge walrus cleaving tiro gh tie 
water astern, and it suddenly came_up, ratsed tself ard stood 
on end just before Johansen who was following n my wike, 
A raid lest the animal shouic have 1s ts<s th org’) vie deck 
of his craft the next minute, he bacxed as hard as he could 
and felt for his gun, which he had down 1 the «yak I was 
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not long either in pullng my gun out of its cover, ‘le 
an mal crashed snorting" ilo the water aga 1, howeve , dived 
tnder Johaisen’s kayak and came tp jst bebnd hn 
Johansen, th nk ng he had had enough of sich a ne gh oout 
scrambled incontinently on to the flue nearest hin, After 
having waited a while, with my gti tcady for he walius to 
come up close by me, I followed hs exanple 1 yay nevly 
came 1n for the cold bath which the waltts had on tted to 
gve me for the edge of the ice gave way just as I scl my foot 
on it, and the kayak di fted off with me staid ng up ig dt init 
and trying to balance it as best I could, in order not to cps 7, 
Tf the waltus had reappeared at that moment I shotld certainly 
have received it in its own clemeit. Tinally, I succeeded in 
getting tp on to the ice, and for a long t ne afterwards tie 
walrus swam rouid and round our floe, where we made tie 
best of the situation by having diincr. Sometimes it was near 
Johansens kayak sometimes nearmme. We could see how 
it darted about in the water under the kayaks, aid it had 
evidently the gicatest desire to atlack us agan. We thousht 
of giving ita ball to get rd of it, but had no great wish Lo pait 
with a caitridge, and besides it oily showed us its nose and 
forehead, which are not exactly the most vital spots to aim at 
when one’s object 1s to kill with o1¢ shot =: It wis a great ox 
walrus  Theic 1s somcthng 2umaikably fantastic and re 
histo 1¢ about these monsters. I could not help th nking of a 
meima, or something of the kind as it lay there just under 
the strface of the water blowing ad snoiting for qute a long 
while at a time, and glariig at us with its round g assy eyes 
After having continued in this way for some t ne, it d sappearcd 
jist as t ackless y a9 it hid come, aid as we hac Cashed ow 
dinner, we weie able to fo 01 ot1 way 4g11, glad a secoid 
tine, not to have been upset, or destroyed by ils tusks ‘Loe 
most cunous thing about it was, thal it cancs& cntirely with 
out waning—suddenly rising up fiom the deep. Johtisen hid 
ceitamly head a gicat splash bohind hun some time before, 
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wh'ch he took to be a ceal, but pethaps it may have beer the 
walrus ‘ 

© Tac lanc along the shore ce gave «8 hude satisfact on, as 
it was completely covered with yourg ice and we could make 
no way. In addition to thisa wind fiom the SSW. sprang 
up, wh ch drove the ice on to us, so there was noth ng for at 
but to put in to the edge of the ice and wait until it shoud 
slacken again We spiead out the bag, folded the tent over 
us, and prepaied for 1est in the hope of soon being able to go 
on But this was not Lo be, the wi id fieshened, the ice pac wed 
tghter and tighter, there was soon no open water to be seen n 
any direction, and even the open sca, whence we had cone, 
d sappeared ; all ou hopes of getting home that year sank at 
one blow After a while we realised that there was nothing to 
be done but to diag our loads fur her in on to the shore ice 
and camp. To uy and haul the canoes farther over ths pack, 
whch was woise than any ice we had come acioss since we 
began our voyage, we tho.ght was useless We should get 
very 1 ttle distance 11 the day, and it might cost us dear with 
the kayaks on the short sledges, amo 1g all these s1dges and 
hummocks , and so we lay there diy and n ght waiting fo. the 
wind to go down o1 tochange But st blew fiom the same 
quarter the whole time, and mat eis were not tmproved by 
a heavy fall of snow, which made the ice absolutely 
impracticable, 

‘Our situation was not an attactive one, in fiont of ts 
massive broken seaice, cle.e ly land, aid the gods aloie 
k iow af it will open aga’n ths ycat, 1 good way behind ts 
laid® w uch looked anyth ng but anit ig to spead the writer 
on, votnd us inprsaole tee, and ow prove rider very much 
o1 the decline The sotth cow of the country wid Jae 
Harbou now appeucd to onr 114g atton ave tabe land f 
Canaan, and ye thorpht thit if ony we were thue al on 
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tioubles would be ovet. We hoped to be able to find Le’gh- 
Smuth’s hut theie, ot at qny iate son ¢ 1e mains of ul, o that we 
should have something to live 11, and we a’so hood viet 
where there no doubt was much open water it would be ewy 
to find game We regictted not hwing shol some seus while 
they wee numeous, 01 tie night wher we Icfl our last 
camp'ng place there were plenty of them about As Johansen 
was standing on the edge of the ice doing somcthing to hi 
kayak, a seal cine up just in fro. of lum, he thoug it it was 
of a kind he had fot seen before, and shouted to me Viut at 
the sa ne moment up came one black poll after another qu ct 
and sient fom ten to twenty 12 numer all gazng at hm 
with ther great eyes He was qtite norplisocc, thought 
there was something uncanny about it, and then they dis 
appeared just as noisclessly as they had come. 

“T consoled h m by telling h’m tiey really were of a kid 
we had not seen before on our jouney ; they were young haip, 
or saddleback seal (Phoca groenlandica), We saw several 
schools of them again later in the day. 

“Meanwh le we killed t me as best we could ch efly by 
sleepmng On the ea ly moining of the erst, just as I lay 
thinking what would become of us if the ce siotld not 
slacken and we-hid no opportunity of addiig to ou lnda— 
the chances I thought did not seem very p omising —1 heard 
something pawing and movig ottside. It migit as ustal 
be the picking of the ice, Lit st 1 LT tioughtat was note | ke 
something on four legs 1 jenyrd rp, sayrag to Johanse 
tiat at must 2¢a beu, and then To stddery heud t 33 f'ng 
by the tent wall I pecped ort tough +¢ ne hots in one 
side of it and, saw nothing; then I went ac 0x6 to a big hole 
on the other side of the tent and the I saw an enomsou 
bear just outside, It caught sight of me, too, at tic sane 
moment, and shmk away, but thei stopped agen and lool cd 
at the tent I snatched my gun down fom the tent poe 
stuck it through the hole and’ sit the bear a bit aa tie 
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middle of the chest It (cll forward, out ra sed itself agin 
and sttggled off, so I hid o give at the contents of the other 
bare] im the side. It st I staggered on, bet fell down oetween 
some ht nnocks a little way off An worusually age he ben, 
a id ‘or toc cane we vur trot sive for fuud WwuGc ended ‘ne 
wind, howcvei, coat iucd stead ly fiom the sane quarter, As 
there was not much 9 clicr where we were eneanped, and 
fiuthaimore as we were u comfortably nea the ndge where 
the ice was continnatly pack ng, we removed and took yp our 
abode father ww on the shoe ice, where we ave still lying. 
Last night there was a bear about again, but not quile so near 
the tent, 

“ We went on an eacuiston inland* yesterday to see what 
ottr prospects might be if we should he forced to spend a 
winter here I had hoped to find flatter ice father in, att 
instead tt g ew worse and woise the neaici we went to land 
andi ght in by tie headland it was tower ng up and almost 
inpassable ‘The ice was piled aga’ist tie very wall of the 
glacier We went up on tie glacier, aid looked at the sound 
to the north of the headlaic = A. 1 ttle way in the tce appea cd 
to be flatte: more hke fyo dice, but nowhere could we see 
lanes where there might be a chance of captwimg seal = There 
was no place for a hut ether about here; while, on the other 
hand, we found on the south side of the headland quite a 
smiling spot where the ground was fanly level, and whee 
there was some herbage and an abundance of moss and stones 
for buldng purposes. But outside it, again the ice towered 
up on the shot@ 4 chaotic confus on on all sides. It was a 
luile more level in the direction of the fjord or sound, wh ch 
ran far inland to the south, and treie it soon tuned tot ut 
fyoid-ice , but there weve no Janes there either where we cot d 
to capture seal There did iot seem much prospect of 
Sut wetointoited ourselves with the reflection that there 
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weie tracks of beats in every ducction and bers world, in 
case of necessity, be out o1e resomce for hati food aud 
clothes. In the cliffs above us crowds of 1 tile a tks had then 
nests, as on all such places thit we have passed by We also 
saw afox. The rock formation was a coaise gramed basalt , 
but by the side of the glacier we discove ed a n ound of loose 
half crumbled argillaceous schist, sn wluch, however, we did 
not find any fossils Some blocks whch we thot git vary 
much Ike grante were aso stiewn abort * Lyaynhe e¢ 
aloig the beach the glaciers were covered wli ied s iow, 
which had a very bea rafal effect in toe suns une, 

“We were both agieed that it m ght be possible to winter 
he e, but hoped it was the Past and Jast t me we shor Jd set foot 
on the spot The way to it, too was so bad that we haidly 
knew how we should get the s edges ard kayacs tl cre 

To day, at last, tie change we have longed and waited for 
so long has come, Last night the south west wind quieted 
down; the barometer, which { have been tapp ng daily m vain, 
has at last begun fo rise a | ttle, ard the wind fas gone round 
to the opposite quarter, ‘The question now 1s whether, if it 
keep there, it will be able to chive the ice out agui” 

Here comes a gicat gap in ny diary, and not till far on in 
the winter (Fiday, December 6th) do I wute —* I must at 
last try and patch the hole in my diay ‘There has .ecn so 
much to sce about that I have got no wit ig done; tiat 
excuse, howevet, 18 no longer ava lable, as we sleep nealy t ¢ 
whole twenty four hows.” 

After haviyg written my four ri for the eyth August I went 
out to look for a bette: and more s elte cd pliee as the w nd 
had changed, and naw blew stra gat vc he tet Ivo, J, 
too, that this land wind might open tp tie ice, and I therefore 





* T took specimens of the di erent rock fo witions hens etc that 
wecame icidss; butitthe co reof the wo trthe eo cer iwi stoed 
hy the fores, and I this bro ght hile ho x hon the tuts 10 tb of our 
winter hut. 
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fist set off to see whether ary sgn of slackening was to be 
discovered at the edge of the shdte ice, bet the floes lay 
packed together as solidly as ever, I found, however, a cap tal 
place for p (ching the tent, and we were busy movirg thither 
when we stiddenly discovered that the ice had split off to the 
landward, tnd alicady there wasa brow channel, Weceitunly 
wanted the ice to open tp, but not on om landward side; and 
now it was a question of getting across on to the shoie ice 
again al any piice, so as not to drift out te sea with the pack. 
But the wiid ad msen toa st ff bieeze, aid i seemed more than 
doubtful whether we cou d manage to pull up against it, even 
for so short a distance as acrossthe channel ‘This was rapidly 
growing bioader and bioadar = We had, however, to make an 
attempt, and, therefore, set off along the edge towards a spot 
farther east, which we thought wo Id gve ts a little mor 
shelter for launching ou kayaks On artiving, however, we 
found that it would be 10 casy mutter to launch them here 
either without getting them filled with water, It blew so that 
the spoondnft was diye. over the sea, Aid the spray was 
dashed far in ove: the ice, ‘Lhere was little else to be done but 
to pitch our tent and wat for better mes We weie now more 
than evei in nced of shelter to keep the tent fiom be ng tun 
by the wind, but seaich and tramp up and down as we might 
we could find no peimanent resting place, and at last had to 
content oulselves with the scant shelter of a little elevation 
which we thought would do We had not lam long before the 
gusts of wind made such onslatghts 02 tic tent that we found 
wadyisablle to i ke st down, co avond bay og uw tum to pees. 
We could now sleep securely in om bags beneath the piost ate 
tent, and Ict the wmd 1 ge ibove ts. After a time I awoke, 
and not ced that the wind had subsided so much tial we could 
once morc tse ow Lent, and I ciept out to look at the weather 
T was less casantly surprised on discovering that we we € 
already far out to sea, we must have drifted eight o1 tun miles 
from land, and between it and us lay apenser The land iow 
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lay quite low, far off on the horizon, In the ineantine, how 
ever, the weather had onsideia’ny mmpioyed, aid we once 
nioie set out along the edge of the tce to try to get otr kayaks 
launched, But it was no easy matter. It was still blowing 
hard, and the seaian hgh. In addition to tris, there were g 
number of loose floes beyond aid these were in constant 
motion, so that we had to be on the alcit to p evert the 
kayaks fiom be ng crushed betweer them After some futile 
attempts we at lengt1 got afloat, but only to d scover that the 
wind and waves were too st ong, we should seaiec y be able 
to make any progress against them Qu on y resource, there- 
fore, was to sail if this were practicable, We went alongside 
an ice promontory lashed the kayaks toget x¢1, raised the mast, 
and again put to sca, We soon had ow single sal hoisted, 
and, to our unspea‘table satis ‘action, we now found that we got 
along cap'tally. At last we should be able to bid fiewell to 
tie ice, where we had been compelled to abandon ou hope of 
reaching home that year, We now continued sailing hour after 
hour, and made good piog ess, Int tren the wind diopped 
too much for our stigle sar, and I ventured to set tie whole 
double sail, Hardly had we done so, when the wind agaty 
splang up, and we dashed foaming thro. gh the water, ‘lL his 
soo, however, became a little too much , the sea wasied over 
the lee kayak, the mast bent dangerously, and the situation did 
not look very pleasant ; there was nothing for it but to lower 
the sail agun as qu ckly as poss ole. ‘he s nge sail was aga n 
hoisted and we weie cured for some time of wishing to ty 
anything more, 

We sailed steadily and well the whole day and now at last 
had to pass the difficult cape ; bit it was evening befo e we 
left it behind, and now the wind dio ed so nuch that the 
whole double sail had to be hoisted wan, and ever then 
progress was slow. We kept on, howeve , dung the n ght 
along the shore, determined to make as much use of the wind 
as possible, We passed a low promontory covered by a gently 
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sloping glacier ;* around it lay a number of island ¥as to be 
must, we thotgit, have held the ic fast A, little fle flocs lay 
we came under some high bisate cliffs ard here fe & capual 
dropped completely. As it was also hazy, and Wig Uhither 
dscein land and islands both to 1’ght ind leit of fit off to the 
we did not kiow m what diteclion to stec , we put We certainly 
drew the kayaks up on shove, pitched the tent, aidd side, and 
ourselves a good meal of warm food which we iclished® shore ice 
from the consciousness of having done a good day h the pack, 
Above our heads, all up the face of the cliff, the hut! more than 
kept up a conlinual hubbub, fait sfully suppoited by Uist Jt, even 
gulls, kituwakes, burgomasters, and skuas, We slept n "5 rapid y 
worse for that, however. This wis a beautiful mounta® make an 
consisted of the finest columnar basalt one could wish (fds a spot 
with its buttiesses and nches 1p the face of the chif attle more 
countless points and spnes along every crest, re nindingeVer, We 
of Mlan Cathedral 1om top to bottom it was only cotem here 
upon column, at the vase they were all lost in tre talus, W 0 t1at 

When we turned out the follow 1g uoining, tie wealhertty was 
so far cleared that we could better see the way we ougidone but 
take It appeared as if a deep fjord, or sound, ran in eastwOW Moire 
in front of us, and our way dist‘netly lay round a promonfilg toi 
which we had to the SSW on the other side of the fjord = Mught 
that duection ‘the wate: appeaicd to be open white within thad to 
fyord lay solid ice, and out to sea diiftice lay everywhervation 
Through the misty atngsphete we could also dst’ ignite the 


several islands IIeie, too, as we usually found in t found 
cces, 
* AGtis promontory s proba sly tie land Jacisos siw fi west no t104 a 
tle spring of 1895, it has no met por my nip It is otiurwse wot 
(ie sslaids outs de, whic. he dd not rice ‘They ae early £1 ffeiter 
a rwoax mitely (2s Gee nayden Island aad A exariers Islait), ny Tn 
nol certa n of ether their nt x ber or their evict s (ation 
f These three isands, whose bearing, we wee st bseqrent y enabled 
to take, and whith we could see frqn ou writer hut are probably the | nd 
which Jacksor siwanltcokto be ki © cir Land Tice nsequs nes. 
of Jus haviag secn them from on y ore p int (1s Cape Tish r), de south, 
m 81°, he has placed them go’ too fir ne (1 (122°), having overest nated 
their distance (Sit his map in the Cvagrapaucal Journal, Vol, VU, 
No 6, December, 1896, London.) 
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moining a great qua itity of ice had drifted n ii the couse 
of the n’ght great, fla, and thi flocs whch had settled 
themselves m front of ns and of lonk 2d as af we should have 
hard woik to get out into open water ‘Th igs weit a litte 
better than we eapected, however, and we got through before 
It closed in enincly. In fiont of us now lay opcn water 1'ght 
past the promontory far ahead, the veather was goad, and 
evelyihng seemed to pionse a successful day. Asit began 
to bloy a | tle f om the fyoid, and we hoped at m ght become 
a sailing wind, we put m beside a little rocky 1s and, which 
looked just hke a gieat stone* stickiig up out of the sea, aid 
there rgged up mast and sal. But the saliig wiid cance to 
noth’ng, aod we weie soo1 obliged to unrig, and take to 
paddling We had not prddied far, when the w nd went round 
to the opposite quater, the south west It increased rapid y 
and soon tae ser rao nga the say Lece re ove.cast in thc 
south, and it looked as f the weather m ght become stormy. 
We weie still several mics from the land on the other side 
of the fjord and we m ght Lave many hotrs of hard paddl ng 
before we gained it Ths land, too, looked far fio n inviting, 
as it lay there, entucly covered with glicicr fiom the sum mit 
night to the shore , only 11 oe place did a | ttle rock emerge 
To Iceward we had the margin of the sho e ice, low aid 
afford ng no protection The waves bioke 1 ght pon it, aid 
it would not be 1 good place to seck iefuge 1, should suc 
a proceeding become necessary, it would be be t to get in 
indei land and see how the weathti: would tu n ort. We dd 
not like tie prospect of once mo ¢ beng cnclosed nthe d ft 
we; we had nad enough of tit vy t1s ume, so we made 
for some Jand which lay a litle way bel nd us, and Icoked 
very inviting. Should matters turn out badly, a geod place 
for wintering in might be found thue 

Scaicely had I set foot on land, when I sawea bear a Mttle 


a a “ 





* Ci led Ste nen on the mip 
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way up the shore , and diew up om kay rks fo go and shoot it 
In the meantime it came shambling Mong the shore towrrds 
us, so we Jay down quietly beind tie kayaks and waited 
When close up to us it caught sight of ou footp nts in the 
snow aid wh leat was snu fig at them Johansen seat a bullet 
behind us shoulder The bear roared and tied to run, but 
the bullet had gone throug) the spine, and the h nd pat of ts 
body was paralysed and refused to perfor n its functions In 
perplexity the bear sat down, and bt and tore ats hind paws 
until the blood flowed; tt was as if it were chastising them to 
make them do the: dtty Then it tricd aga n to move away, 
but with the same result ; the hnd part of its body was no 
Jonger amenable to disciple, and dragged behind, so that it 
could only shuffle along on its fore legs, going round in a ring 
A ball though the skull put an end to its suffer‘ngs 

When we had skinned it we made an excursten inland to 
inspect our new domain, ind were now nota hittle surpused 
to sce tno wahuses ly 1g qt etly on the ice close to the spot 
where I had fitst canght : ght of the bear, ‘This seemed to 
me to show how little heed wilruses pay to beus, who will 
never attack them if they can help it I had more decisive 
proofs of ths subsequently. In the sea beyond we also saw 
a walrus, which kept putt 1g up its head and breathing so hard 
that it could be head a ong way off. A Jittle tater, I saw 
Tim approach the edge of the ice and disappear, only to 
appeat again in the tidal channel close to the shoie, a good 
wy from tie edge of the 15¢, Ie struck his gicat tusks mto 
the edge of the ice, while he lay breathing hard, just hke an 
exhausted swimme’ Then he raised h mself high up on hs 
tusks, 21d looked acioss the 1ce towards the others ly 1g there, 
and the dv 4 down aga’n Ye soon reappeared vich a great 
deal of note farther in, aid the same performance was gone 
through agait® A walrus’s head is not a beautiful object as it 
appears abeve thace W th ats huge tusés, its coarse whisker 
bristles and clumsy Shape, there 13 something wild and goblin- 
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hike about at which, I can easily undeistand, ng trisp ¢ 
fear in mote superstitiows times and give 11s¢ to the idea o 
fabulous monsteis, with which in ancient days Lhese seas we ¢ 
thot ght to swarm At last the wahus came up in the hole 
beside which the o.hers were ly ng aad cased hemself a lithe 
way up on to the edge of the ice by his tusks; but upon ths 
the bigger of the two, a huge old bull, s wddenly awoke to life, 
He piunted menacingly and moved about restlessly, ‘The 
new comer bowed his head respectfully down to the ice, but 
soon pulled h mself cautiously up o1 to the flue, so 15 to gel 
a hold with his fore paddle and then diew h’mself a little way 
in. Now the old bull was thoroughly roused. He tutned 
round bellowed and foundered up to the new comer in order 
to dig his enormous tusks into is back The latter, who 
appeared to be the old bull's equal both as regards tusks and 
4 ze, bowed humbly, and laid his head down upon the ice just 
hke a slave before his sultan, The old bull retuned to lis 
compan.oa, and lay quietly dowa as before, but no sooner dil 
the new comer stir, after having lain fer some time in ths 
servile posture, than the old bull grunted and thitust at him, 
and he once more respectfully drew back This was repeated 
several times. At length, after much manoeuviing backwuds 
and forwards, the new comer succeeded in drawing himself 01 
to the floe, and fnally up beside the otrcrs, “I thor ght the 
tender passion must have something to do with these pro- 
ecedings, but I discovered afterwards that all three wae 
males, And it is in this fendly manner that wahuses reccive 
their guests, It appeais to be a specially chosen member ot 
the flock that has these hospitable duties to perform, I am 
inclmed to think it is the leader, who 15 assert ng his dignity, 
and wishes to impress upon every new ccmer Viat he is to be 
obeyed. ‘These animals must be exceedingly sociable, wher 
im spite of such treatment, they thus constantly seck one 
anothei's society, and always fié close together. When we 
returned a little later to look at them, another had arrived, 
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and by the following momnung six lay there side by side. Tt 15 
not easy to believe that these lumps ly ng on the ice are living 
aumals, With head drawn in and hod legs flat beneath the 
body they will he motontess hour after hom, looking kke 
eimmons stusnges Tt Is pasy ta sce that these fellows lie 
there in secunity, and fearful of nothing in the world, 

After having seen as much as we wanted of the waltuses at 
close quaiters we went back prepared a good meal from the 
newly slaughtered bear, and lay down to sleep, On the shore 
below the tent the wory guls were making’ a fearful hubbub 
They had gathered im scores fron all quarters, and could not 
agree as to the fair divs on of the beat’s entrais, they fought 
incessantly, fillng the air wih thei angry cues. It 1s one of 
natures unaccountable freaks to have made this bitd so pretty, 
while giving it such an ugly voice. At a little distance the 
bugomasters sat solemnly looking on and uttering their 
somewhat more melod ous notes, Out in the sea the walruses 
were blowing and belowiig rcessantly, bet everything passed 
unheeded by the two wery waruois im the tent, they slept 
soundly, with the bare ground for then couch, In the middle 
of the night we were awakenzd, however, by a pecul wr sound ; 
it was just like some one whimpeiing and crying, and making 
gieat ado, I started up ard looked out of the peep hole 
Two bears wée standing down beside our beu’s flesh, a 
she-bear and her young one, and both sniffing at the bloody 
maiks in the snow, while the she bear wailed as if moumning 
fora dear departed one, af lost no time in seiing my gun, 
aid was just putt ng it caitiously out, when the she bear 
caught sight of me at the peep hole and off they both set, tte 
mother in front, and the young one Lotting after as fast as t 
could. IT yust act them tan we bad teally ne use for them— 
and then we turned over and went to sleep again. * 

Nothing, carge of the storm we hid feued The wind blew 
hand enough, howcver, to rend and tear our now well-worn 
tent, and the ¢ was no sheltct where we lay. We hoped to go 
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on on the following day, but found, to om disappointment, 
that the way was blocked, the wind hid agun driven the ice 
m, We must iemain for the p esent where we wae, but1 
that case we would make ourselves as comfortable as possible 
‘Lhe tirst t ung to be c one was tosecs tora warn well sheltered 
place for the tent, but this was not to be founc. There wis 
nothing for it but to get sonething built up of stone, We 
quarnec stone in the déris at the bottom of the cliff, and got 
together as much as we co.ld. ‘The only qua ry13g implement 
we had was a runher that had been cut of ahanJ sledge ; but 
our tno hands were what we had to use most We worked 
away dui ng the night, what we had at first only intended to 
be a shelter from the wiid giew I ttle by fittle in o four walls; 
and we now kept at it until we had fnished a small hut. It 
was noth ng very wonderfi}, Heaven knows not long enough 
fora man of my height to he stra ght insde I had to stick 
my feet out at the door—and just broad enongh to admit of 
om lymg side by side, and leave room for the cooking 
apparatus It was worse, however, with regaid to the height 
There was room to lie down, bul to sit up decently straight 
was an impossibilty forme The roof was made of our thn 
and fragile sik tent, spread over snowshoes and bamboo rods, 
We closed the doorway with om coats aid the walls were so 
loosely put together that we could sce dayl ght between the 
stones on all sides. We afterwards called it the den, and a 
diendful den it was, too; but we were none the less proud of 
our handiwork It would not blow down, at any rate, even 
though the wind did blow nght thot gh it, When we had got 
our bearskin in as a couch and lay warm and comfortable 11 
our bag, while a good potful of meit bubbled ofer the tra n- 
os] lamp, we thought existence a pleasmec, and the fact of 
there being so much smoke that out eyes became 1ed and the 
tears strea ned down our checks could not destroy our fecling 
of content. 

As progress southwards was blocked also on he follow 1g 
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day (August 28th), and as autumn was now diawing on, F at 
last 1esolved on tema ning hee forsthe winter. I thought 
that we stil had moze thin 133 miles to travel in order to 
reach Eira Ufiabour or Legh Sm th’s w nterng place ,* it 
mig’it tace us a long time to get there, and Cicn we were not 
sure of finding any hut, and when we did get there, it would 
be more than doubtful af before the winter sel im, there would 
be time to build a house, and also gather stores for the winter, 
It was undoubtedly the safest plan to begin at once to prepa @ 
for wiitering, while there was st ll plenty of game to be had; 
and this was a good spot to winter in. ‘The first thing I should 
I ke to have done vas to have shot"the walruses that had been 
lying on the ice during the first day or two , but now, of cownse, 
they were gone The sea, however, was swarming with them ; 
they belloned and blew mght and day, and, in order to be 
ready for an encounter with then, we emptied our kayaks to 
make them more easy of manipulation in this somewhit 
dangerous chase While thus engaged, Johansen caught 
sight of two beats a she bear and het cub—coming along 
the edge of the ice from the south. We lost no time in 
getting our guns and settiig off towards them, By the time 
they reached the shore they were within range, and Johansen 
sent a bullet through the mother’s chest She roared, bit at 
the wound, staggered a few steps, and fell. The young one 
could not make out what was the mattu with its mother, and 
1an round, snuffing at her. When we appioachcd, it went off 
4 little way up the slope, but soon came back again and took 
tp @ position over its mother, as if to defend her against 14 
A chaige of small shot put an end to its | fe. 

‘Ths was a good beg nning to our winter store. As I was 





* T now thought I could safely conch de that we were on the west cost 
of Franz Josef Ugnd, and were at this moment a hitle north of Lei, 
S mith’s most north westerly po it Case Lofley, which shot ld Le a hive 
south of 81° N, lat, whre our obscrvation that day made us abont 
81° 19’ N lat, 
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returning to the but to fetch the seal knives, I heard cries m 
the at above me, Theresyere actually lwo geese flying south 
Wath what longing I Jooked after them as they disappeared, 
only wisltng that I could have followed them to the land 
towa ds which they were now weiding ther Might 
Next to food and fuel the most important thing was to get 
a hut built, To build the walls of this was not difficult; the e 
was plenty of stone and moss. ‘Lic roof presented greater 
diffculty, and we had as yet no xdea whit to make it of 
Fortunately, I found a sound dyift wood p ic log thiown up on 
to the shore not far fiom our den, tus world make a capital 
ridge piece for the roof of out futtre house, And if there was 
one, there mght be others One of our fist acts, therefare, 
was to make an eacuision up along the shore and search ; but 
all we found was one shot, rotten piece of wood, which was 
good for nothing, and some chips of another piece, I then 
began to think of using walius-h des for the roof instead. 
The fol owing day (August oth) we prepared to try our 
, ack at walrus hunting, We had no great desire to attack 
‘the anmals in sngle kayaks, we had bid enough of that, 
I thought, and the prospect of being upset or of having a 
tusk driven through the bottom of the kayak, or into one’s 
th gh, was not allogather alluring The kayaks were there. 
fore lashed together, and, seated tpon the ring, we put out 
townds a big bull, which lay and dived just ontside. We 
were well equipped with guns and harpoois, and thought that 
it was all quite simple Nor waS it dil cc tt to get withiy 
ange, and we emptied our ba els into th animal's head 
Tt lay stunned for a momert, and we rowed towards it, but 
suddenly it began to splish and whil round in the wate, 
completely beside itself I shorted out that we must back, 
but it was too‘late* the walrvs ot ur¢er the hayuks, and we 
received several blows underneath in the vio once of its con 
tortions, before 1 finally dived, It soon came up again, and 
now the sound of its breathing resounded on all sidcs, while 
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blood streamed fiom its mouth and nostuls, and dyed the 
suuiounding water We fost no tit in rowing up to it and 
pour'ng + fresh volley into its head. Again it dived, and we 
cautiously drew back to avoid receiving an attack fiom below, 
Tt soon appeared agian, and we once moe rowed np to it 
These minceuvres were repeated, and cach time it came to 
the surface it received at least one bullet in the head, and 
giew more aid more exhausted, but, as it always faced us, it 
was d flicult to give 1t a mortal wound behind the ear The 
blood however, now flowed im streams. Duung one of these 
manceuyres, I was in the act of placing my gun hurriedly in 
its case on the deck, in order to row neater, forgettig that it 
was cocked, when all at once it went off, I was 1ather 
alarmed, think ng the ball had gone through the bottom of 
the kayak, and I began feeling my legs = hey were uninjuied, 
however, and as I did not hear the water rushing in either, 
I was reassured, ‘Ihe ball had passed through the deck, and 
oct theorgh the sidc,a litle above the water] uw. We bad 
now had enough of this sport, however; the walrus only lay 
gasping for breath, and jist as we rowed towards it it ined 
its head a} ttle, and recctyved two bullets just behind the ear, 
It lay still, and we rowed up to throw out harpoon; but 
before we got near enough, it sank and disappeaied It was 
a melancholy ending to the affair, im all, nine caitnidges 
had been expended to no purpose, and we silently rowed to 
shore, not a little crestfallen, We tried no move waltus- 
vunt ng from kayacs that Gay; but we now saw that a wallus 
had come up on to the shore ice a little way off Periaps we 
were to recetve compensat on there for the one we had just 
Jost, It was not long before another came up beside the first. 
After haying taken an observation and given them tme to 
composé themselves, we sct off, Laviag bellowed and made 
ahornble now out there for some t me, they now lay asleep 
and unsuspecting, aid we stole cautiously up to them, I in 
front and Johansen close at my heels, I first went up to the 


Land at Last 237 


head of the nearer one, which was lying wth its back to us 
As it had chawn its headewell down and 1 was differ lt to get 
a shot ata vulnerable spot I passed behind it, and up to the 
head of the other one. The anmals stl lay mot ontless, 
asleep 1a the sun. The second: as ia a etter pos...on fo 
a shot, and when T saw Johansen standiig icidy at tie 
head of the first, I fied at the back of the neck ‘Lhe 
animal turned over a I ttle, and Iny .bere dead, At the 
report the first started up Dat at tie sane moment received 
Johansen’s bulct Half stunned, it tuned its g gu tie body 
round towards us; in a moment I had disc raigced the ball 
from my smooth bore at it, but, lice Johansen, I hit too far 
furward in the head = ‘The blood sticamed from its noslils 
and mouth, and it bicathed aid corghed tll the ai vibrated, 
Support ng itself upon its enormous tusks, 1t now lay sill, 
coughing blood like a consumptive person, and qu’te indifferent 
to us. In spite of tts huge body and shape ess appearance, 
w hicn culled up to tue iuagatativs bogie, gant, ad kraken, 
and other evil things, there was somethiig so gently supph- 
cating and helpless im its round eyes as u lay there, that its 
goblin exterior ard ones own need were forgotten an pily for 
rt. It abmost seemed lke mmder. I put an end to its 
sufferings by a bu ket betind the car, but those eyes haunt me 
yet; 1t seemed as if in them lay the piayei for caistence of the 
whole helpless walius race = But itis lost it has man as ats 
pursuer It cannot, however, be Jen ed that we rejoiced at 
the thought of all the meat and bl’ bba we had now bronght 
down m one encountel ; made up for tre cartridges eape aed 
uporthe one that sank = Bat we had not got then on lad 
yct, and it would be a long piece of wo ¢ to get them sk nid 
and cut up, and brought home. Lhe first thing we did wis to 
go after sledges and knives, As hee was a possibility too, 
of the ice breaking off and bersg set adi ft, Telso thought it 
wise lo take the kayaks on the s edges at the same time, for ut 
had begun to blow a httle from the fjord Bet for ths 
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fortunate piecaution, tt 1s not’ easy to say what would hive 
become of us, While we wae engtged in skinning tic wind 
rose 1apidly, and soon becamea ston ‘To landwad of us 
was the narrow channel or lane beside which the waliuses 
had been lying I feared thit the ice m ght open here, and 
we diult away While we worked, I therefore kept an eye 
on it to see if it giew broader = It rcmained unchanged, ard 
we went on skinniog as fist as we could When the first 
walrus was half skinned, I hippened to look landwards acioss 
the icc, and discoveicd that it had lnoken off a good way 
fiom us, and tiat the pait on which we stood had already 
been dnfting for some time; there was black water between 
us and the shore ice, and the wind was blowing so that the 
spray flew from the foaming waves. ‘There was no time to be 
lost ; 1t was more than doubtful whether we should be able to 
paddle any great distance ag unst that wind and sea, but as yet 
the ice did not appeai to have diifted a greater d staice from 
the land tian we cotld cross if we made haste We could 
not bung omselves to give tp citi ely the huge aunals we 
had broug t down, and we hunued y cut off as much flesh as 
we could get at, and flung it into the kayaks We then ett 
off about a quai.er of the skin, with the blubber on it, and 
tirew it on the top, and ticn sct off for the shore. We 
had scarcely abandoned om booty before the gulls bore down 
mn scores upon the halfskinned carcase Happy creatures 
Wind and waves and dr fting were nothing to them, they 
serceamed and made a hubbub and thought what a feast they 
were laying As long as we cotld see the carcases as they 
diifted out to sea, we saw the buds continually gathoing in 
1a ger and lager flocks about them like clouds of snow. Ta 
the mea itrne wo were domg out utmost to gaii tic ice, but tt 
had deve oped ciacks and channels in every duecton = We 
managed to gez some distance in the kayaks; but while I was 
crossing a wide chanel o1 sume loose floes I al ylited on such 
poor ice that rt sank under my we ght, and Thad to jump back 
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quickly to escape a bath. We tried in sevcial places, but 
evetywhere it sank beneath us and ow sledges and there was 
nothing for it but to take to the water keep ng along the 
lee side of the ice But we had not rowed far before we per 
ceived that it was of no use to have our kayaks lashed toge.her 
in such a wind ; we had to iow singly, and sacrifice the wa iis 
hide and blubber, which it then became impossible to tike 
with us At present if was 1) ng actoss the stern of doth 
kayaks While we were busy effect ng these changes we were 
suriounded, befo‘e we were aware of tt, by ice, and had to pull 
the kayaks up hastily to save them from being crushed. We 
now tried to get out at several places, but -he ice was in 
constant motion ; 1 giound iound as im a whirlpool. Ifa 
channel] opened, we had no sooner Jaunched ow kayaks than 
it once more closed violently, and we had to snatch them up 
in the gieatest haste. Seyeial times they were within a han’s- 
breadth of bemg smashed, Meanwhile the storm was steadily 
ncieasing, the spray dastiud over us, and we drafted fart iet 
and farthe: out to sea, ‘The situation was not pleasant 

At length, however, we got clear, and now discoveied, to oun 
joy, that by caciting our utmost suength we could just force 
the kayaks on against the wind. It was a haid pull, and our 
aims ached , but still we crept slowly on towaids land. The 
sea was choppy and bad, but our hayaks weie good sea-boats, 
and even mine, with the bullet hole in it, did so well that I 
kept to some extent dry ‘The wind came now and then in 
such gusts that we felt as if it mgit ['ft us out of the water 
and upset ua; but gradually, as we chew nea cr in wider the 
high cl ff, it became quieter, and at last, after a tong time we 
reached the shore, and could take bieath. We then rowed in 
s noother water along the shote tp to out camping[lace It 
was with genuine satisfaction that we clambered on shore t at 
night, and how unspeakably comfortable it wes to be lywg 
again spugly within four walls in ow httle den, wet though we 
were, A good potful of meat was prepared, and our appetite 
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was ravenous, It was, indeed, with sorrow that we thought of 
the lost walruses now drifting out there in the storm, but we 
were glad that we were not st Il in their company. 

I had not slept long, when I was awakened by Johansen, 
who said there was a bear outside © Even when only half awake, 
Theaid a strange, low giunting just outside the dooway. I 
staited up, seized my gun, and crept out, A she-bear, with 
two la ge cubs was gong up the shor:, they had just passed 
close by our door J aimed at the she bear, but in my haste, 
I mtssed her. She started and looked round, and as she 
turned her broadside to me I sent a bullet through her chest. 
She gave a fearful roar, and all three started off down the shaie 
There the mother dropped in a pool or the ice, but the young 
ones 1an on, and rushed into the sea, dashing up the foam 
as they went, and began to swim out I hastened down to 
the mother, who was striving and stiiving to get out of the 
pool, butin van To save ourselves the labour of diagging 
the heavy animal out, I waited until she had diawn herself up 
on to the edge, and then put an end to her existence. Mean 
wh Je the young ones had reached a piece of ice It was vey 
close quarters for two, and only just la ge enough to hold 
them ; but there they sat balancing and dipp ng up and down 
inthe waves Every now and then ore of them fell off, but 
patiently clambeied up again, ‘Lhey cued plaintively and 
incessantly, and kept looking towards land, unable to under 
and why tier mother was so long in coming The wind 
LH higa, and they dtifted quickly out {to sea before it 
rient We thought they would at last swim to land 
to look ena motbei, and that we mist wait, we therefor 
hid omselyes Ymong the stones, so that they should not be 
afiaid of tet our account We could still hear them 
co nplaining, but\the sound became more and more distant 
and they grewemaller and smaller out thete on the blue waves 
till at last it was alA we could do to distriguish them as tno 
White dots far out upyon the dark plun We had lorg been 
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tied of this, ail went to om kayaks Buthere a sid sg t 
met on eyes AL the aah ¢ flesx whch we had brought 
home w th so mich trouble lay sct tered a.0ut on the sho e, 
toin aid mangled ; and every bit of fat or blu bber to be found 
o1 it had beer devoured, The beas mist have beer rum 
maging finely here while we slept One of the kayaks, in 
which the meat had been lymg, (1s thiown half ito the 
witer, the other gh up among the stones ‘Lhe beus had 
beer 1 ght into them, and d agged out tie meat, but fortu- 
nately, they were none the worse so t wis cry to fo g ve the 
bears and we benefited by the exciange of bears flesh for 
walrus flesh, 

We then launched the kayaks, and put off to chase the 
young ones to land, As soon as ever t cy saw us on tie 
water they became uneasy, and wh, c we were s.1ll some way 
off one of them took to the water. The other hesitated for a 
while, asif aftaid af the water, while the first waited impatiently ; 
but at last they both went in. We made a wide circu t round 
them, and began to drive them towards the land, one of us on 
each side of them, It was easy to rake them go in whatever 
d rection we wanted, and Johaisen could not say cnough m 
praise of this simple method of gett ng bears from one place 
to another. We dd not need to row hard to kecp ip wity 
them , we went slowly and evsily, but surely, towa ds land, 
We saw several aliuses in the vien y but forlunitely escaped 
heing attacked by any of then. Ton the very first 1. was 
evident how much better the bear that first weit into (ie water 
swam, ahaough it was the smal cst ade thetacet, It wa wd, 
however, patiently for the otxer aid kept it conpany, hut at 
Jast the pace of the latte: beca ne too slow for ts compimen, 
who stiuck out for the shore, the distanee between the two 
Blowing grevter and greater, ‘They had kept mecessartly 
turing ther heads to look anaious y at us, and mow the one 
that was left behind looked round eve1 more helpless y thay 
befcre While I set off after the fist bea, Jormsen watched 
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the second, and we drove them ashore by our den, and shot 
them there. . 

We had thus taken three bears on that day, and this was a 
good set off against our walruses, which had drifted out to sea, 
and, what was no less fortunate, w2 found the sunken walrus 
fiom the day before floating just at the edge of the shore .We 
lost no tine in towing it 11to a plaice of safety in a creek and 
making it fast It made a diffeien-e to our wi iter store 

Tt was late before we turned n that n ght after haying 
skinned the bears, laid them in 1 heap, and covered them 
with the skins to prevent the gulls from getting at them. We 
slept well, for we had to make up for two n ghts, 

It was not until September end that we could set to work on 
the skinning of our walrus which still lay in the water. Close 
to our den there was an opening in the strand ice,* connecting 
the inner channel between the stra1d ice and the land with the 
outer sea, It was in this opening that we had made tt fast, 
and we hoped to be able to drww t on land here, the glacier 
ice went with a gentle mchne r ght out into the water, so that 
it seemed to promise well. We rounded off the edge of the 
ice, made a tackle by diawing the rope through a loop we cut in 
the skin of the head, used our broken off runner of a sledge as 
a handspike at the end of the rope, and cut notches in the ice 
up the beach as a fulcrum for the handspike, But wok and 
toil as we m ght, it was all we could do to get the huge head 
up over the edge of the ice, In the midst of this, Johansen 
cned. “I say, look there ” I turned. A lage walrus was 
swimming straight up the channel towards us. It did not 
seem to be in any hurry, but only opened wide its round eyes, 
and gazed in aston sbment at us and at what we wee doing, 
I suppose that, seeing a comrade, it had come in to seé what 





* Ice which Ys fiozen fast to the botton and is therefore often left lying 
hike an icy base along the shore, evin alter the sea 1s free from ice On 
account of the warm water which comes from the land, an open channel is 
often formed between this ice base aid the shore. 
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we were doing with kin Qu ctly, slowly, ind with d gnity, t 
came right up to the edge wieie we stood = urtunitely wo 
fad our guns with us and wher I approacied wth mite t 
on y10se up in the water, and gazed long and seachingly it 
me I waited patiently urtil it turned a litte, and thei senta 
ballet 1ito the Lack of is head It was stunned for a tine 
sut soon began to move, so that more shots were 1equ ied 
Wh ¢ Jorarsen ran for cati eges and a haipoor [ had to 
fght wth it as I best could, aid t y to prevent t, wihas c¢ 
fiom splashing out of the chini2l again. At last Jorimser 
returned aid I did for ths waltus We wee del shtcd over 
out good fortune, but what the wil us wanted in thit nanow 
channel we have always wondael ‘These animals must I 
uncommonly cur ous, While we were sk nnmg the beais two 
days before, a wal us with its you1g one came close m to the 
edge of the ice and gazed at us, it dived several t mes, but 
always returned, and, at last, drew the whole of the fore part of 
its body up on to the ice, in order to sce better, This 1 did 
several times, and my approach ng to withn a few yads of it 
did not drive it away , it was only when I went up close to it 
with my gar that it suddenly came to its senses, and thew 
itself backwards into the water agun, and we could sec it far 
below moving off with 1ts young 0 1¢ by its side 
We now had two gent waltses with ciommons tusks 
floating in our chainel We trcd once more to drag one of 
them tip but the attempt was as insucccssftl as betore, At 
last we saw that our only course was*to shia them in the wata 
but this was neither an casy nor ar agieerble task = When at 
last, late in the evening, we had ,ot one sde of one animal 
skinned, if was low water the wahus lay o1 the bottom, and 
there was no possibility of tuiniig it over, no matter how we 
toiled aid pulled, We had to wot for hgh ae the following 
day, 1n o det to get at the other sic c. 
While we wae bisy wth the wa tses that me we suddenly 
saw the whole ford white with wlite whales, gambol ng all 
R2 
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round as far as the eye could see The ¢ was ai nerediy'e 
n yom of tien Tn the contse of an hour tiey tad ent it 
disappeared Where they cam¢ fiom and whither they we 
I was not able to discover, 

Dui og the succeeding days we toiled at our task of sk nnmg 
and cuttiig up the waliuses, aid bing ng all up into a safe 
place on the beach It was disgust ng work lying on the 
animals out in the water, and having to cut down as fat as one 
could reach below the surfice of the water We could put up 
with gett ng wet, for one gets dry in time ; but what was worse 
was that we could not avoul be ng saturated with blubber and 
oil and blood fiom head to foot, and our poor clothes that we 
should have to hve in for another year before we could change, 
fued badly duting those days They so absorbed oil that it 
went nght tho.gh to the ska Ths walrus business was 
waiquesuionably the worst work of the whole expedition, and 
had it not been a sheer necessity, we should haye let the 
aumals lie where they were; but we needed fuel for the 
wimter, even if we could have done without the meat Wen 
at last the task was completed, and we had two great heaps of 
lubber and meat on shore, well covered by the thick wahus 
hides, we were not a little p eased 

Duning this ime the gulls we-e lv ng in luxury =There was 
abundance of refuse, blubbc1, entrails and othe: internal 
oigans They gathered in large flocks fiom all quaiteis, both 
ivory aid glaucus gulls and kept up a perpetual screamiig and 
noise both nig it aid day * Wiei they had eaten as much as 
they coud minage they genera y sat act ou tie ice-hutun ues 
aid chattered together When we came down to skin, they 
withdiew only a very htlle way from the caicases, and sat 
waiting pat ently in long tows on the ice beside us, or, led 
on by a few bold offcers, drew continua y nearer, No sooner 
ddaltte scwap of slub.et fall, than two or three ivory gulls 
wotld pounce upon it, often at our very feet, and fight over it 
unul the feathers fley Outside the fulmars were sail ng im 
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thei silent ghost] ke @ ght to aid fio over the su face of te 
Beater. Up and down tie edge of the shore flocks of kt 
wakes moved 1icessant y, dartiig Ike an aow, with a dil 
splash, towa ds the surface of the water whereser a lite 
custacean appeaied there. We were pr ticularly fond of 
these buds, for they kept exchsively to the maine animals 
and left our blubber aloie ; and then they were so I git wd 
pretty. But up and down along th2 shore tie scua (Sts 
rartus eroprdaia) chased incessantly, wd every now and aga 
we weie stailled by a pt ful cty of distress above ou herds, 
iL was a kittisake pursucd by ashia Tow often we followul 
wth our eyes that wild chase up m the av, until at last the 
kattiwake had to diop its booty and down shot tie skwa 
catching tt eve1 before it touched the watet. ITappy creatures 
that can move w th such ficedom up there} Out in the water 
lay wehuses, diving and bellowing, of.en whole herds of them, 
and high up im the an, to and fio, flew the little auks 11 
swaims; you could hear the whir of their wings far off, 
There were cies and life on all sices = But soon the sun wil 
snk, the sea will close i1, the birds will disappear ore after 
another towaids the souti, the pow night will begia, and 
there will be profound, urbioken sile ice 

Tt was with pleasuie thit we, at Met, on September 7th, ect 
to work to build ow hut We had sclected a good st ¢ in tic 
naghbourhood aid fom ths tine forwad we mit have 
been seen daily going out in the mtmming hke other Jabowers 
witi a can of di nkiog water m oie haid and a gun in the 
other, We quarried stones up among the ddris from the 
cliff, diagyed them togethe , dug out the ste, and bu tt walls 
as well as we cold, We had no tools worth mentioning, 
those we used most were our two hands, ‘The cut off sledge- 
iunner again did duty as a pick, with whicheto loosen tic 
fast frozen stones, and when we could not manage to dig up 
the earth on ou: site wita our hands we used a snows 10¢ 
slaff with an aon fertule, We made a spade out of the 
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shoulder blade of a waltus tied to a pigce of a broken snow shae- 
staff, aid a mattock out of q walius tusk tied to the 109s Ug@@ 
of a sledge. They were pocr things to work with, but we 
maneged it «.th patience, and }ifle hy litle there a ase solid 
walls of stone with moss and earth between The weather 
was glowing gradually coldei, and hindered us not a Iittle in 
our work Toe sol we had to dig in hardened, and the 
stones that had to be quarried fioze fast; and theie cane 
snow too, But great was out surptise when we crept out of 
our den on the moin ng of the rath of September to find the 
most delightful thaw, with 4° (C ) of heat (39%2 Fahr.), Ths 
was almost the highest temperature we had expeienced 
thoughout the expedtion. On every side streams were 
tumbling in foam ng falls down from’ mountain and glacier, 
humming along meimily among the stones down to the sea, 
Water trickled and tinkled everywheie; as if by a stroke of 
midg’t, life had ictuued tu fivccu vattue, aud t'e hut looked 
gecn all over. One could farcy oneself far south and forget 
that a long, long winter was diawing near, The day after, 
everything was changed again, ‘Lhe gentle gods of the south, 
who yesterday had put foith their last energies, had once 
moie fled , the cold had retuned, snow had fallen and coyeied 
every tiace. it would not yitld again, This hittle strip of 
bate ground, too, was im the power of the genu of the cold 
and darkness, they held sway now, nght down to the sea, 
T stood looking out overt How desolate and forsaken this 
spell bound Nate looked My eye fell upon the giound at 
my feet. Down there amo 1g the stones, the poppy still 1eared 
its beaut ful blossoms above he snow, the last rays of the 
depart ng sun would once more 155 ts yellow petals and then 
it would cicep beneath ils cover ng to sleep th ough the loig 
winter and ayake again Lo new | fe in the sping. Ah, to be 
able to do the same 

After a weck’s work, the walls of our hut weie finished, 
They were not h’gh, scarcely 3 feet above the giound, but we 


Laid at Tast. 247 


had dug down the sime distance nlo the ground, so we 
geckoned that it would Be high enough to stand upm — Now 
the thmg was to get it roofed, but this was not soewy. The 
only materials we had towaids it were, as before mentioned, 
the log we had found, aod the warus hides. The log, which 
was quite 12 inches acioss, Johansen at last, after a day’s work, 
suceeeded in cutting in two with our h tle axe, and wth no less 
labour, we rolled it up over the talus and onto the evel; and it 
was laid on the 100f as the nidge-piece. ‘hen theie were the 
hides, but they were stiff and frozen fast to the merit and 
blubbet heaps which they covered With much diliculty we 
at length loosened them by us ng wedges of walrus tusks, stone, 
and wood, To transpo t these great ski1s over the long dis- 
tance to our hut was a no less diffcult mutter. Iowever, by 
rolling them, cary ing them and dragging them we accomphshed 
this too, but to get the frozen skins stretched over the hut was 
the woist of all We got on pretty well with thiec half skins, 
Just manag og to bend them a little; but the fourth half wag 
frozen quite stiff, and we had to find a hole in the ice and s nk 
it in the sea, to thaw it, 

It was almost a cause for anxiety, I thought, that all this 
time we saw nothing of any bears They were what we had to 
hive upon all through the winter, and the six we had would not 
go far. I thought, however, that it m ght eas ly be accou ited 
for, as the fyordice, to which the beat prefers to keep, had 
taken its depaituie on the day whey we had nearly de fted out 
to sea with the wahuses and I thot ght that, when the ce now 
formed again, bears would appear once more, It wis, thue 
fore a relief when o1€ morning (Septenber agr) I ca gt 
sight of a beat in font of me, jest as 1 came tot id the pio 
montory to loos at the skin thig wehad nsoac in tie sea, It 
was stand ng on the shore close by the ski. It had not see1 
me, and I quickly drew back to Ict Jo ransen, Who 1s follow. 
ing with his gun, pass me, while I tin bac¢ to fetch m i¢ 
When I returned, Johansen lay on tie sme spot beh 1d a stone, 
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and had not fired There were two bears, one by the hut and 
one by the shore and Johanse could not get tp lo tle ong 
without be ng seen by the other. When I had gove after my 
gun, the bea: hid tuned its steps towards the hul ; but jtst as 
it reached it, Johansen suddenly saw two bear’s paws coma 
qu ckly over the edge of the wall, and hit out at the fiist bea, 
aud a head followed immediately after ‘This fellow was busy 
gnawing at our roof hides, whicl he had ton down and bent, 
so that we had to put them into the sea too, to get them 
thawed, The first bear had to 1etreat to the shore once mote, 
where we afterwaids discovered it had drawn up our hide, aid 
had’ been scraping the fat off it Under cover of some hum- 
mocks we now ran towards it It noticed us, and set off 
running and I was only able to send a bullet through its body 
from behind Shout ng ont to Johansen that he must looe 
after the other bear, I set off running, and after a couple of 
hours’ pursuit up the fjoid, I at list chased it up under the wall 
of a glacier, where it prepared to defend itself. I went r ght 
up to it, but it growled and hissed, and made one ot two attacks 
on me fiom the elevation on wach it stood before I finally 
put an end to its existence, When I got back Johansen was 
busy skinning the other bear. It had been alarmed by us 
when we attacked the first, and had gone a long way out over 
the ice; it had then returned to look foi its companton, and 
Johansen had shot it Our winter store was increasing 

‘Lhe next: day (Septemher 24th), as we weie setting out (6 
work at our hut, we saw a large herd of walitses lying out on 
the ice. We had both had more than enovgh of these 
an mals, and had very little mclination for them —Jobansen 
was of caidid opinion that we had no need for then, and 
could let them le in peace, but I thought tt was 1ather 
imptovident to have food and fuel lying at ones very door, 
and make no‘use of them, so we set off with our guns ‘To 
steal up to the animals, under cover of some elevations on the 
ice, was @ matter of small difficulty, ancl we had soon come 
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within 4o fect of them, and could le theie qt vetly aid with 
them ‘The port was to choose ones viim and mace goo! 
use of ones shot so as not to waste carticges. ‘Iheie wee 
both old and young anmals, and, having had more thn 
enough of big oncs, we decided t> try fot the two smallest 
that we could sce, we thorght we iad no need of nore thir 
two. As we lay watting for Chem to turn thei herds, and give 
us the chance of a good shot, we had ple xty of o po ti mty to 
watch them. ‘Lhey are st aigeanials 1 wy Tay meessan y 
poking one another in the bach w th then huge tusks, both 
the big old ones ard the |ttle yo yg ones If ore of then 
turned over a Lttle, so as to cone near and distuub 15 
neghbow, the Intter immediucly “aised itself grinting and 
dug its tusks into the back of the frst It was by no means a 
gentle caress, and it 1s well for tien that tiey have such a 
thick Inde; but as it was, the blood ran down the backs of 
seveial of them. ‘The other would, periaps, start tp too, 
and retuin the little attention in tie same manne. But ¢t 
was when another guest came up from the sea that there ws 
a stir m the camp; they all giunted in choius, and one of the 
old bulls that lay nearest to the new atnal gave h n sone 
well meant blows The newconct, however, diew himself 
cautiously up, bowed respectfi lly, and hittle by 1Ule diew 
himself m among the others who also then gave hin as many 
blows as time and cucumstances wowld pei nit, unt’l they 
finally composed the uselves tgain,and Jay quiet unt | amother 
intetruption came, We wated in ya 1 for the anin als we had 
peked out to un thet he deein gh to le usp oa oor 
shot ; but as they were co nptratively s nal we thotgit that a 
bullet an the muddle of the forehead mght he enough for the n, 
and at last we fircd, ‘They stated up, however, aid turned 
over half stunned into the water ‘Then there wis acon sot on 
The whole heid quickly 1ased the ugly heads, glatcd at 1s 
and one by one plunged out oye: the edge of the ce We 
had hastily loaded again, and as it w1s not diffeult now to get 
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a good shot, we fied and there lay two an'mals, one young 
and one old, Most of the others dived, only one ie naining 
quiev'y, lying and tooking wonderingly, now at its two dead 
companions, and now at us as we came up to it We did not 
quite know what to do, we thought that the two that were 
now lying there would give us mote than enough to do, but 
nevertheless it was tempting to take ths g eat monster as well, 
wh le we we e about it, While Johansen was standing with 
his gun considering whether he should fire o1 not, I took the 
opportunity of photographing both him and the walrus, It 
ended, however, in our Jetting tt go unhamed; we did not 
thnk we could afford to sacr fice more cartridges upon t 
Meantime the wate: beyond was seething with furious animals, 
as they broke up the ice round about and filled the air with 
ther roarng The big bull hurself see ned especially anxious 
to get at us, he kept 1etutning to the edge of the ice, getting 
half up on to it to grunt and bellow at us and look long at his 
dead comrades, whom he evidently wished to take with him, 
But we would not waste more cartridges upon them, and he 
threw himself back only to retuin again ined ately, 
Gradually the whole herd depaited, and we could hear the 
big bull’s grunt ng becoming note and moe distant, but 
suddenly his huge head appeared again at the edge of the ice, 
close to us, as he challenged us with a roar, and then dis- 
appeared again as quickly as he had come This was ropeated 
three or four tines, after qur haying, in the intervals, heard 
him fat ott; but at last he disappeared ent te y, and we con- 
tinued our work of skinning in peace We vey quickly 
skinned the smallet of the waliuses ; 1t was easy to manipulate 
compated to those we weie accustomed to The other, how: 
ever, was a great fellow that could not be easily turned over 1 
the hollow in the snow where he lay, so we contented 
ourselves with Skinning one side from head to tail, and then 
went home again with our blubber and skins. We now 
thought we should have blubber enough for winter fuel, and 
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had also abundance of skins for covering the roof of om 
hut. ° 

The wahuses still kept near us for some tme, Tivery now 
and then we would heat some voleit blows on tic ice fron 
beneath, two or thice in succession, and then a gieat head 
would burst up with a crash througl the ice, It woud remus 
there for a time panting and puffiig so that it could be hea d 
a long way off, and then vanish agan 1 Septenber agth 
while we were pulling our roofhides out of the water, at a 
hole nea the shore, we head the sume crasiung n tie ice a 
little father out, and a wahus cane up, and then d ved aga. 
“Look there! It won’t be long before we haye hum in tis 
hole.” The woids wete scarcely spoken, when ou hide im the 
water was pushed as de, and a huge head th bustles and two 
long tusks, popped up in front of us It gazed fixedly and 
wickedly at us‘standing there, then there was a tiemendous 
splash and it was gone, 

Our hides were now so fat softened in the sea that we could 
stretch them over the roof ‘They were so long that they 
reached from one side of the hut iight over the ridge piece 
down to the other side, and we stietched them by hangiig 
large stones at both ends attached by str ps of hide, thus 
weighing them down ovei the edges of the wall, and we then 
piled stones upon them. By the aic of stones, moss, strips of 
hide, and snow to cover everyth ng, we made the edges of tie 
walls to some extent close fitting | "Io make the hut habitable, 
we still had to constiuct benches of stone to] ¢ upon msude it, 
and also a door, This co rsisted of an open ng im oie coma 
of the wall, which led into a short passage, dug ott m tic 
grouid aid subseque it y roofed over w ti bloc 3 of ce on 
very much the same prince ple as hz passige to an Uski nog 
house. We had not dug Qs patsige 60 long as we wished, 
before the ground was ftozen to» had for om“i nplements 1b 
was 50 low that we had to creep througi it in a squattng 
posture to get into the hut, The tinei opening was cove ed 
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with a bea: skia curtain, sewn fi mly to the wahus-hide of the 
roof, the outer end was covaicl with a loose beat-skin lu l 
over the opening It began to giow cold now, as low as 
—2v° C (4° beow zoo Tabr.) and Lying un our .ow des, 
where we had not 100m to move, became more aid mo ec 
mtoleiable, the smoke, too, fiom the ol lamp, wher we dd 
any cook ng, always affected our eyes. We giew daly mot 
impatient to move into our new house, which now appea ed to 
us the acme of comfoit, Our ever recurtiig remaik wo ule we 
were build ng was, how nce and snug it would be whei we 
got m, and we dcpcted to one another tie many pleasant 
hours we should spend ticie. We were, of couse, anxious to 
dscover all the bi ght points that we could in our extste ce, 
‘Lhe hut was certamly not large, t¢ was ro fcet long and 6 feet 
wide, and when you hy acioss it, you kicked the wall on one 
side and butted it on the othcr You could méve 1n ital tt e, 
howevet, aud even I coud auadst sand up ight tad the 
roof This was a thought which especial y appealed to us 
Tancy hay ng a p ace sheltered ficm the wind where you could 
stietch your limbs a litte We had not had that s nce last 
March on boud the fram. It was long, however, before 
everything was in oider, and we would not move in until it 
was quite finished 

‘The day we had skinned our last walruses, I had taken 
several tendons from their backs, h nking they m ght be very 
useful when we made ourselves c othes for the winter, for we 
were entirely without thread for that purpose Not uitila few 
days afterwaids (September 26th) did I recollect that these 
tendons had been left on the ice beside the caicases. I went out 
there tu look for than, but found to my sorrow tnat gulls and 
foxes had long since made away with them It was some comfort, 
however, to find tiaces of a bear, which must have been at the 
carcases during*the night, and as [ looked about I caught 
sight of Johansen running after me making s gns, and pomting 
out towards the sea I turned that way and there was a laige 
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bear, walkiag to and fo, aid look ng atus. We haul soor 
etched our guns, and, Sule Johansen rema ned near the laid 
to rece ve the bear if it came that way, Imaceawde cic t 
round it on tie ice to dive t landwards, if it should prove to 
be fightened, In the meantime, it had fain down out there 
beside some holes, I suppose to watch for seals I stole tp to 
It; tt saw me and at fist came ser er, out then thot ght oct er 
of it and moved away agai, slowly and myest cal y, out over 
the newice, Ihad no g cat desicto fo ow t nt vt direct on, 
and though the range wis long I thought I mustty & Foot 
wne shot; it pissed over ‘Then ore moe thitht = The 
bea stated, made several leaps, and then 11 anger stiuck the 
ice unt! it boke, ard tie bea fel thorgh ‘Tice at lay 
splas ig and splesh ng aid b eaking the thir ice with its 
wegitas (ire lo get ot again. I was soon bes de tt, bit 
did not want to sactifice a rother cattiidge , I had faint hopes, 
too that it would manage to get out of the water by itself, and 
thus save us tie tiouble of d agging such a heavy animal out, 
T cal ed to Johansen to come with a rope, sledges, aid knives, 
and in the meantime I wal ed up and down waiting and 
watchtig, The bear labowed haid, and made the ope ung 4 
the ice larger and Jarger It was wounded m one of Its fore 
legs, so that it could use only the other, and the two h nd legs 
Tt kept on taking hold ind pulling itself up But no sooner 
had it got haf up thar the ice gave way, wd it stok down 
agan By deziees its movemeits became more ard nore 
feeble, tit at lastit only ay stillaad panted ‘Then came a few 
Spas ns, its legs st floncd ts head 5 1k down into the wate , 
and all was st 1) While Twis walk ig tp aid dow1 I sever 
times heard wahuses tonrd aro ,.s they b td doles 1a 1e 
ice, and put their heads through , and [ was thin ang to myselt 
that I should soon hive tim cie too At that moment he 
bear rece’ved av olent bow fiom be reath, push ng it to ore 
sule, and ip cane a huge head witi great tusks; t si01 ee), 
loo cd contemptuously at the beu then grzed for a wi le 
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wonderingly at me, as I stood on the ice, and finally dis- 
appemed agan This had the off*t of making me thik 
the old solid ice, a hitle fattier in, a pleasanter place 
of sojourn than the new ice My suspicion that the 
wihus entertans no fear for the bear was move than ever 
sttengtheied At last Joiansei cane with a rope We 
sl pped a iuining noose 1ound tie bears neck, and tied to 
haul 1 out, but soon discovered that ths was beyond our 
power, all we d’d was to bieak the ice undei tie animal, 
whercver we tried It seemed haid to have to give it 
up; it was a bg bear and sezned to be unusually faty 
but to continue in this way until we had towed up to the edge 
of the thck ice would be a lengthy proceeding, By ci tung 
quite a narrow crack in the new ice, only wide enough to diaw 
tae rope through, up to the edge of a large piece of ice which 
was quite near we got pretty well out of the difficulty, It was 
now an easy matter to draw the bea th ther indei the ice, and 
after bicaking a sufficiently large hole, we diew it out there, 
At last we had got it skinned and cut up, and, heavily laden 
with our booty, we turned our steps homewards, late in the 
evening, to ou den, As we approached the beach whete our 
kayaks yeie lying upon one of cur heaps of walrus blubber 
and meat, Johansen suddenly whispered to me: “TI say, look 
there ’ I Jooked up and there stood three bears on the heaps, 
tearing at the blubber, hey were a she bear and two young 
ones “Oh dear ” said T° shall we have to set to at beais 
agan,” I was tued and, to tell te truth, had far mare desie 
for ou slecp’ng bay and a good porful of weat. Tua tiice we 
had got our guns out, and wee approaching cautiously, but 
they had caught sight of us, ard set off over the ice It was 
with an undeniable feclng of giatitt de that we watched ther 
retreat‘ng forms A little later while I was stand ng cutting 
up the meat, af Johansen had gone to felch water, I head 
him whistle TI looked up, and he pointed out ovet the tce 
There in the dusk were the three beats commg back ; our 
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blubberheap had been too tenptng for thom. I crept with 
my gun behind some stones close to the heap. ‘Ihe bea + 
came stra ght on, looking neither to 1 ght nor left, aid as 
they passed me I took as good an aim at tie she hear as the 
datkness would allow, and fired S cioaicd, bit her s de, ard 
all three set off out over the ice ‘There tic motie: fell a d 
the young ones stood astonished and troubled deside her uit 

we approached, when they fled, and it was imposs ble to get 
within iange of them. They kcpt at a respectful dista ice, aad 
watched us while we dragged the dead bear to land, aid 
gkinned it, When we.wWent out next mornng, trey wee 
standing sniftng at the skin and meat, but before we coud 
get within range they saw us, and weve off again. We now saw 
that they had been theie all night, ard had caten up tre'r own 
mother’s stomach which had contaticd some pieces of blubber 
In the afternoon they returned once more; and again we 
attempted, but in vam, to get a shot at them Next moinng 
(Saturday, September 28th), when wo crawled out, we caught 
sight of a large bear lying asleep on our blubber heap 
Johansen crept up close to it, under cove: of some slones 
The bear heaid sometliing moving raised its read, and looked 
round. At the same instant Johansen fired, and the bul et 
went nght through the bears throat jist belowthe camtim, It 
got slowly up, looked contemptuotsly at Johansen, cons dered 
a little, and then walked quictly away with long measured 
steps, as if nothing had happened, It soon had a couple of 
bullets fiom each of us in its body, and tell out on the thin 
ice, It was so full of food tiat as it lay there, blubber and 
oil and water ran out of its mouth o to the ice, which be,an 
gradually to sink under its wer ul, wit Lit Jay in a large pool, 
and we hastily dragged it in to the shore, before the ice gave 
way beneath it, It was one of the lugest bears I haye ever 
seen, but also one of the leanest, for there ys not a tiace of 
fat upon it, neither underneath the: skin, nor amoig the 
entails It must have Leen fasting for a long time, and becn 
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unconmonly hungry; for if had consumed an iicredible 
quantity of om blubber And how-it had pul ed it «bout 

First it had thiown one kayak off, then it had scattered the 
blubber about 1n all d rections, scrap ng off the best of the fat 
upon ahiost evay sarge piece, thea it had gatheted the 
b uber together agan n another place, and then happy with 
the happ ness of satiety, had lam down to seep upon it, 
peihaps so as to have it handy when it woke up again, 
Previous to attack ng the blubber heap it had acco nplished 
another prece of work which we only discoyéred later on, It 
had killed both the young beams that had been visiting us3 
we found them not far off, with broken skulls, and frozen 
st ff We could see by the foot prints how it had tun after 
them out over the new ice, first one and then the other, and 
had diagged them on land and lad tiem down without 
touch ng then agi 1. Wat p casure it can have had in do ng 
ths, I do not unde staid, but it must haye regarded tien 
As compet tors in the st ugge for food, Or was it, pe luaps, 
ac oss old gentleman, who dd not] ke young peope? ‘ It 
1s so nice and quiet here now,’ said the ogre, wren he had 
cleaied the country, 

Qur wiiter store now began qu te to insp're confidence. 

At lebgth, on the even ng of that day we moved into our 
new hut; but our fist n git the e was a cold one IIithe to 
we bad slept in one bag all the time, and even the one we 
had made by sewing together our two blankets had been fanly 
adequate But now we thdéught it would not be necessaly to 
sleep in one bag any loiger as we should make the hut so 
warm by buining tiainol lamps in it, that we cou d very well 
le each in our own beith with 1 blanket over us, and so we 
had unpiced the bag. Lamps were made by turning up the 
coiners of some sheets of Geirian silvei, fil ng them with 
qushed blubbes, and laying in this, by way of a wick, sone 
pieccs of stuff fon the ‘bandages in the medicine bag ‘Tey 
burned cap'tally, and gave such a good | ght, too, tiat we 
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thought it looked very snug; but it ne tie was noi ever 
would be sufficient to wawn ou still tather permeable hut, aid 
we lay and shivered with cold all ight. We almast thought it 
was the coldest night we had had, Breakftst neat moin ng 
tasted excellent, aid the quaatity of bea broth we consumed 
n order to puta little wai nth into ou bod es is meredible 
We at once decided to alter this by making along the bick 
wal of the hut a s ecping 5 ielf b oad cnoug) for us tole be 
side one another ‘Te blankets weie sewn togcther again, 
we spread beat sk 18 unde: us, aid were as comforta ce as we 
could be urder tie cncunstinees, and we made to further 
attempt to part company at mght — It was i nposs ble to make 
the substratum at all ever, with the rotgi, angtlar stones 
which, now that everything was frozen, were all we had at our 
disposal, and theiefoie we lay tossing and twisting the whole 
winter to find something lice a comfortable place among all the 
knobs, But 1t was hard, and 1cma ned so and we always had 
some tender spots on our body, and even sores on our hips 
with lying. But for all that we slept. In one coiner of the 
hut we made a little heat1 to bol and roast upon In the 
roof above we cut a 10und hole in the wahius hide, and made a 
smoke board up to it of bearskin | We had nct used this 
hearth long before we saw the necessity of building a chimney 
to prevent the wind from beating down, and so filling the hut 
with smoke, as to make it somett nes intolerable. The only 
materals we had for butlding th s were ice and snow ; but with 
these we erected a graid chim icy omtie roof, which seived its 
puipose, and made a good d ight. It was not qute pet- 
manent, however, the 10 ¢ 1 tconstantly wide red with use, an 1 
Ht was nol altogether guiltless of sometimes dipping down on to 
the heath, but the ¢ was aotndance of ths atilding material 
aid it was nol difficu t to renew the chim rey wher it wis tin need 
of repair. This had to be dove two or threg, times during 
the coutse of the winter. On more exposed spots we employed 
walrus flesh, bone, and such-like materials to strengthen tt 
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Our cookery was as simple as possible It consisted in 
boilmg bears flesh aid soup (bourlon) in the morning, and 
frying steak in the evening, We consumed large quantities at 
every meal, and, strange to say, we never grew tired of this 
food, bet aways ate it w..h a riveno is appera We some 
times eithet ate blubber with it, or dipped the p eecs of meat 
ma litte o} A long time might ofte1 pass when we ale 
almost 1othing but meat, and scarcely tasted Mt, but, when 
orof us felt inclined for it agai1, he would, perhaps, 1'sh tp 
some pieces of burnt blubber out of the laihps, o1 eat what wis 
left of the blubbe: from which we had melted the lamp-o1 
We called these cakes, and thought them uncommonly nice, 
and we were always tal<ing of how delicious they would have 
heen if we could have had a | ttle sugu on them. 

We still had some of the provisions we had brought fiom 
the Jam, but these we decided not to use dun ng the winter. 
They weie placed in a depét to be kept until the spring, when 
‘we should move on “she depdt “as sell loaded -v'th stones 
to prevent the foxes fiom 1unning away with the bags, ‘They 
were impudent cnongh alieady, ard took all the movable 
properly they could ly hold of. I discovered, for instance, on 
October roth, that they had gone off with a quantity of odds 
and ends I had left in another depét during the erection of 
the hut, they had taken everything that they could possibly 
carry with them, such as pieces of bamboo, steel wie, 
harpoons and hatpoo1liies, my collection of stones, mosses, 
ete, which were stotyd 11 small sail cloth bags, Peibaps the 
woist of all was that they hal gone off wth a la ge ball of 
twice, which had been our hope and co nfort when thi aki ig of 
the time when we shotld wait to make clothes, shoes, and 
sleep rg bags of bearsk n for tue wiuter, fur we bad rechoned 
on making (hrcad out of tie ty ine, Tt was fortunate that tiey 
had not gon€ off with the theodolite, and ow other instruments 
which stood there, but these must have been too heavy for 


them, T was angiy when J made this discovery, and what * 
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made it mote aggiavatiig, 11 happened on my hb tthday. Aid 
matters did not mpirove, when, while buntiog aout in tie 
twil ght on the beach above the place where the th ngs had 
been lying, to see rf I could at ary rate discover tracks to 
show which way those demons hid taken them, 1 met wt fux 
that stopped at a distance of 20 fect fiom me, sat down, 11d 
uttered some exasperat ng howls so pierce ig ind weird, that I 
had Lo stop my ears, It was evidently on tls way to my th ngs 
aga n, and was now provoked at be ng distu ved. I gota old 
of some la ge stones and flung then at t Itravioff ad ule 
way, but then seated itse f tpon the edge o the ghe er and 
how ed o1 while I went home to the hut 1a 1ge lay down 
and speculated as to what we should do to be 1evenged on the 
Comox ous animals We could rot spare cattudges to shoot 
them with, but we might make a trap of stones, ‘This we 
detcimined to do, but nothing ever came of it, the ¢ woe 
always so may other thngs to occupy us at first whic we 
sull had the opporlumty before the snow covered tic tals, 
and while it was light enough to find suitable stones, Mcai 
while the foxes contmued to annoy us, One day they hid 
taken our thermometei,* which we always kept outside the 
hut, and gone off with it We scatched for tt in vai fon a 
Jong time, until at Jast we found it butted in a herp of snow 
a little way off From that time we were very careful to place 
a stone over it at night, btt one moining found that the foxes 
had turned over the stone, 11d bad gane off wa the tle 

mometer again, ‘Lhe only thing we found th s time wast rec ase, 
which they had thrown away a httle way off— The tl amometea 
itself we were never to see igain, the snow had unr fertt vitely 
drifted in the nght so that the tiacks iid disayoer ed. 
Goodness only kiows what fox ho eit now ado ns, bet fie a 
that day we lea ned a lesson, and henecforyud fastered ott 
last ther nometet securely, « 





* Tt was a reg stering ther noneter which was aso ured as a sliig 
thermometer 
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Meanwhile me passed, The sun sank Jower and Jower, 
until on the rth October we saw it far the last time above the 
ildge to the south, the days grew sapidly daiker, and then 
began otn th&d polar n ght 

We shot two more beats 12 te autuin one on the 8th and 
oie orthe arsr Oc aie , hut fron that t me we saw no more 
vatil the folowing sp ng. When I awoke on the motning of 
the 8th October, I hea d the crunching of heavy steps in the 
stow outside, and then began a tummaging about among our 
meat and blnbbe: up on tle oof. I could hear it was a bear, 
and crept out with my gui but whe1 I came out of the pas 
sage, I could see nothing in the moonlight ‘Lhe animal had 
noticed me and had a cady disappeared We did not 
atagethe: regret this, as we had no great deste to set 
to at the cold task of skian ng now, im a wind, and with 
39° (79 2° Lalu.) of f ost 

J er2 was not much vuicty i1 om }fe It consisted in 
cook 1, and eating breakfast 11 the mon 1g. Then, pethaps, 
came another nap, afer wh ch wes Ould go out .0 get a] tle 
exercise Of this, howeve1, we took no more than was neces- 
sary, as our clothes saturated as they were with fat, and worn 
and toin in many places, wete not exactly adapted for 
remaining n the open atr in winter. Our wind clothes, wh ch 
we should haye had outside as a protection against the wiid, 
were so worn and toin that we could not use them, and we 
had so 1 ttle thread to patch them with, that I did not think we 
ought to use any of t unt? the spring, when we had to prepare 
for our start, I had counted on being able to make omselycs 
clothes of bear skins, but it took time to cleanse them fiom all 
blubber and fat, and it was even a slower bustiess gett ng 
them dried The only way to do this was to spread them out 
under the roof of the hut, but there was 190m for only one at 
atime Whensat last one was ready, we had first of all to use 
it on our bed, for we were lying on raw, greasy skins which 
were gradually rotting When our bed had been put tn order 
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with dned skins, we had to think about mak’haa sleeping bag 
as, after a time, the blanket bag that we had got Talher cold to 
sleep in Abort Chis nas tne accoidngy, we at last 
managed to make ourselves a boa skin bag Le this way all 
the sas we could p epare «eve sed ap, aod we co, at wued 
to wear the clothes we had throrghort the winter 

Tiese walks, too, were e de tful pleasure, | ecaise the ets 
always a wiid there, an? utew hatd under tie steep dl ff 
We felt it a wonderful 1@ ef when if occasionally bapened ta 
be almost calm As a mle the wind howled above us, aid 
lashed the snow along, so that cserything was w apped in mst 
Many days world so netines pass timast wtho t on piting 
our heids out of the prssage, aid it was ory bitte necessity 
that d ove us out to fetch ice for drmarg water or a leg ot 
ca case of a beat for food ar some blubbei for fiel As aiile 
we also brought 11 some seawater ice, o if thee were an 
opening or a crack to be found, a little sea water fo. our soup, 

Whwa We came tu, aid bad musucicd up appetite for ar al ut 
meal, we had to prepare supper, cat lull we were sitisfied, and 
then get into om bag and sicep 15 long as posstole, to pass the 
tine On the whote we had quite a comfortab e tine in aur 
hut By means of our train oil lamps we could keep the 
temperature 11 the middle of the room at about ficezing po it 
Near the wall, however, t was considerably colder, aid lie e 
the damp deposited itself in the shape of beautiful hoar ot 
ciystals s0 that the stores were, quite white, and im hap y 
moments we cocld diean that we dwelt in matble falls. dts 
splendour, however, had its disadvantages, for when the out- 
side temperature rose, 0 when we heated up tle hut a ltt, 
uivulets ran down the wall into our sleeping lag We too 
turns at being cook, and Tues¢ay, when o1¢ ended ms cooking 
week, aid the other began, afforded on that account the one 
vauation in our hives, and formed a boundaty mak by wich 
we divided out our time We always reckoned up how miy 
cooking weeks we had before we should break 1p our camp n 
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the spng I lagd hoped to get so much done this winter, 
wok vp my obsetyat ons and noteg, avd ‘v.ste sone of the 
accou it of our journey, but very litle was done It was not 
only the poor, Micxeung hight of the ol lamp whch hindered 
me, ior yet the unconifortable position, either lying on one’s 
so, or silting up and fidgeting about on the hard stones, 
- unl ile the part of the body thts cxyosed to pressure ached , 
bit rtogetier these sunound igs did not pred spose one to 
yok, ‘Lhe biain worsed dully, and I iever fut nel ned to 
W teanyllung, Perhaps, too, this was owiig to the 1 1poss 
bility of keeping wat you wiote upon clean, if you on y took 
hold of a piece of paper you firgers left a dark Liown, gieasy 
ma k, and if a coi ier of you c othes biushed acrogs it, a dutk 
suucak appeared. Ovi journals of this perod looked dieadful 
They ate © na. books an the TP tural suuse of the tem. Au 
hoy we longed for the tame w1cn we should once mare be able 
to wile 01 clean white pipe rid with olies rik, T often 
had d fheulty 11 1¢ead ng the pene 1 notes I had wr tten the day 
before, aid now, 21 w ittng t1s book it 18 all I can do to find 
out what was once witten on these dirty, daik biown pages 
I expose them to all possible ghts, I exam 1¢ them with a 
magnifying glass, but notw thstand ng, I ofien have to give 
it up 
7° The entries in my jouinal for this time are exceedingly 
meagre , there are sometimes weeks when there is nothing but 
tie most necessa y meteoiglogical obseivations with remarks 
‘Te chief icason foi this 1s that ow 1 fe was so monotonous 
Viat there was nothing to wie abour ‘Ine same thoug'is 
cime aid went day afier day, there was no more variety in 
tiem than in our conveisaton The very empt ness of the 
jouinal really gives the best representation of ou life dung 
the nine months we hyed theie 
“Wednesday November 27th, —23°C (9 4° below ze o 
Yahr.) Tt 1s windy weather, the snow whulng about you 
eats, duectly you put your head out of the passage Every 
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{hing 33 grey; the black stones can be made ont in the snow a 
little way up the beach,and aboye you can just divine the 
p-esence of the datk cliff; batwhe.ever clse the gave st ied, 
out to sea, or up the fjord, there is the same leaden darkness ; 
one 1s shut ott fom the wide world, shut into onesIf — ‘The 
wind comes in sharp gusts, duving the snow before it; but up 
under the crest of the mountain it whistles and roms in the 
¢ evices and holes of the basaltic wils the same never end 1g 
song that it has sung though the tiousaids of ycats that ae 
past, and will £o on sing ng thiough thousa ids of ycars ta co ne 
And tie snow wh tls along 11 ils age old dance ; 1t sp cads itself’ 
™m all the crevices and hollows, but t does not succecd 11 
covenng up the stones on the berch, black as ever, they 
ploject into the mght, O1 the oper space in front of the hat, 
two figures are running tp and down Ihe shadowa in the 
winter dirkness to keep taemse'yes wai, tad so they wil 
1un up and down on the path they have tiampled out, day 
after day, till the sping comes” 

“Sunday, December rst, Wonderfully beautiful weather 
for the last few days, one can never weary of going up and 
down outside, while the moon transfouns the whole of this ice 
woild into a fany land, The hut is st Hl im shadow under the 
mountain which hangs above it, dak and lowermg, but the 
moonlight floats over ice and fjord, and 1s cast back glittering 
from every snowy tidge and hill A werd beauty, without 
feeling, as though of a dead plarct, but of sh mig whte 
maible Just so must the mountuns staid there, frozen aid 
icy cold; yast so must the lakes le congeiled beneath ther 
snowy covering, and now as evel tie m1001 sa 4 si cently and 
slowly on her endless couse through the lifecss spree And 
everything so still, so awfully still, w th the silence that shall oie 
day ie1gn, when the eaith again becomes desolate and empty 
when the fox will no mote haunt these moiaines, when the 
sear will no longer wander about on the ice”out there, wher 
even the wind will not 1age—infinite silence! in tie flamng 
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auioi2 borealis, the spiit of space hovers over the fiozen 
waters, ‘The soul bows down before the myesty of n ght and 
death,’ ' 

“Moaday, December znd Mon 1g. To-day I can heat it 
hlowi 1g again outs de, and we shall have an unpleasant walk 
Tt is bitterly cold now m our woin gieasy clothes It 1s not 
so bad when there s no wind; but even if there is only a 1 ttle, 
it goes right through one. But whit does it matter? Will not 
the sping one day come here, too? Yes; and over us arches 
the same heaven now as always, h gh and caln as ever; ard 
as we walk up and down here sh vering, we gaze into the 
boundless stay space, and all our piivations and sorrows 
shrink into nothingness Stailt nght, thou at sublmely 
beautiful, but dost thou not lend our spuit too mighty wings, 
genter than we can contiol? Could’st thou but solve the 
iiddle of existence! We fecl omselves the centie of the 
univeise, and sttuggle for Ife for immortality, one seeking it 
hete another hereafter, while thy stlent splendour proclaims 
at the commaid of the Etcinal, you came into existe ice on a 
paltry planet, as diminutive links in the endless chain of tans 
formations; at anothet command, you will be wiped out aga’n, 
Who then, through an eternity of eternities, will remember that 
there once was an ephemeral being who could bind sound and 
light in cha ns, and who was purbl nd enough to spend years 
of his brief existence in drifting through frozen seas? Is, then, 
the whole thing but the meteor of a moment? Will the whole 
history of the world evaporate like a dark, gold edged cloud in 
the glow of evening—achieving nothing, leaving no trace, 
passing like a caprice ? 

“Lvenng ‘That fox is playing us a great many tricks, 
whatever he can move he goes off with, He has once gnawed 
off the band with wh ch the doo: skin is fastened, and every 
now and then we,hear him at it agam, and have to go out and 
knock on the 100f of the passage. To day he went off with 
one of our sails, in which our salt water ice was lying We 


Tand at Last 265 


were not a Little alaamed whe. we wert to fetch ic2, and fou rd 
sail and all gone. Weehad no dotbt as to who had been 
there, but we could no! under any cucumstances afford vo lose 
our precious sail on whch we depeided for out soyage to 
Spitabergen in the spring, aid we amped about in t ¢ dary 
tp the beach, ove: the Icvel, and dow1 towards the sea = We 
looked evetywhere but nothing was to be scen of t At Inst 
we had al nost given it up, when Johansen, in go 1g 01 to the 
ce to get more salt water ice, found it at the edge cf the shore 
Our joy was gicat, but it was wonderful that tic fox had becn 
able to diag that gieat sa |, fill of ice too, su far Down there, 
however, it had come unfolded aid the 1 he could do nothing 
with it But what does he wait with thiigs Ike ths? Is t 
to he upon in his winter den? One would almost th 1k s0 
I only wish I could come upon that den, and fiid the 
thermometer again, and tie ball of twine, and t1¢ harpoor 
line, and all the other precious thirgs he has taker, the 
brute 1” 

Thursday, December sth. It seems as if it would never 
end. But patience a little longer, and spring will come, the 
fanest spring that earth can give us. There 1s furious weather 
outside, and snow, and it 1s pleasant to lie xere in our waim 
hut, eating steak, and I steming to the w nd raging cvet us.” 

“Tuesday, Decenber roth It has been a bad wind 
Johansen discovered to day that 19 kayak had disappeared 
After some search he fourd it agan several hundied feet off 
up the beach, it was a good deal*knocked about, too ‘The 
wind must frst have lifted iti ght over my kayak, and ther over 
one b’g stone after another It beg ws to .¢ loo much of a 
good thirg when even the kayaks take to fly 1g about in the 
ar, The atmospheic 1s duc out over the sea, so the wind 
has probably bioken up the ice, and diiven it out, and there 13 
open water once mote * ‘~ 





* It oflen blew very fresh there under the mot unn Art at ue 
one of my snowshoes which was stuck inte the snowdr ft bes dete it 
was broken short off by tie wind. It was a strong piece of maple 


266 Chapter VII, 


“ Last might it all at once grew wonderfully calm, and the ar 
was surprisingly mild It was delightful to be out, and i is 
long s nce we have had such along wallf on om peat It docs 
one good to stictch ones legs now and then, otherwise I 
suppose we should become quite stiff here in our winter lair. 
Tancy, only 12° (213° T) of frost in the middle of December 
We m ght almost imagine ourselves at home forget that we 
wete in a Jand of snow to the noi h of the eighty first par Ulcl.” 
J *Tursday Dece nber rath. 3etween 6 and g this maining 
there wete a numbei of shoot ig stars, most of them 11 
Se pentauus. Some came ught fiom the Gieat Bear ; afte 
wards they chiefly came fiom the Bull, or Aldebaran, or the 
Pleiades Several of them weic very bright and some drew + 
st eak of shin ng dust after them “Lovely weather, But night 
aid day ae now equally dark. We walk up and down, up and 
dow 1, on tie level, in the daikness, Heaven only knows haw 
many steps we sha] take on that evel before the winter ends 
Though tie goom we could sce faintly only the black cliffs, 
aid tie tocky 1 dges, and the gictt stones on the beach, which 
the wind always sweeps clein Above us the sky, clear and 
bri la at with stars, sheds its peace over the earth, far in the 
west falls shower after shower of stars, some faint, scaicely 
visible, others bight ] ke Roman candles, all with a message 
from d stant worlds. Tow in the south hes a bank of clouds, 
now and again outlined by the gleam of the northein, lights , 
but out over the sea the sky 1s dark, there 1s open water there 
It 1g quite pleasant to look a4 1t 3 one does not feel so shut m ; 
it 1s ] ke a connecting link with | fe that dark sea, the mighty 
aitery of the would, which cates tidiags from jand to land, 
from people to people, on which civilization 1s boine victolious 
through the ea th , next summer it will cary us home” 

“Thursday, December roth 285° (19 3° below zeta 
Tubr ). It has turned cold again, and 1s bitte: weathei to be 
outin But what does it signify? We are comfortable and 
warm 11 here, and do not need to go out move than we like, 
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All the out of door work we have 1 to bing in fiesh and sit 
water ice two or three times a week, meat and blubser now 
and again, and very ofcasional’y ascn todty under tie 1001 
And Christmas, the season of icjorcing is drawing nea. At 
home every one 1s busy now scarccly knowing how to get 
tune for everyth ng, but here theie 1s 10 bustle, all we want 
15 to make the ume piss Ah, to sleep sleep ‘The pot ts 
sramer ig pleasritly over the her th, Tan sitt ig wait” yg for 
hieakfast, and gazing into the flicker ag flumes, while my 
thoughts travel far away What is the st ange power in fire 
and light that all created bemgs seck them from the primay 
lump of protoplasm 1n the sea, to the 1oving c uld of min, who 
stops in his wandeiings, makes up a fire in tie wood, and st, 
down to dismiss all care, and revel m the crackling waimt 
Involurtanly do these siake hke fiery tongues anest the eye, 
you gaze down into them as if you could read your fate trcre, 
and memor es glide past im motley trai What, then, 1 
Pp ivat‘on ? what the present? Torget 1, forget youself, you 
have the power to recall all that s beautiful, and then wait for 
the summer... . By the ligit of the lamp she sits sewnig 
in the winter evening. Beside her stands a little maiden witi 
blue eyes and golden han, playiig with a doll, She looks 
tende ly at the child, and strokes her hai, but hei eyes f 1, 
and the big tears fall upon het work 

** Johansen 1s ly11g beside meas eep, he smiles 11h s sleep 
Poor feltow he must be dieamiig 1¢ is at home at C utstinas 
time with those he loves But seep on, steep and drean, 
vhre the winter passes, for tien cones spr ng—the spring of 
hfe 

“Sunday, Decenber 22nd Walked avout outside for a 
long time yesterday even ng, whre Johaisen was having a 
thoroug? cleaning in the hut, in picpaiation for C nistmas 
Tus cons sted chiefly ii sc aping the ashes gut of the hearth, 
gatheng up the tefuse of bone aid meat, and throwing it 
away, and then breaking up the tce wh ch has fiozen together 
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with all kinds of rubbish and refuse into a thick layer upon 
the floor, making the hut rather low ist the 100f 
7, “Tac norhern Ights wae vonde 1 However often *e 
see ths wend play of light, we never tne of gazing at it; 
it scems to cast a spell over both sight and sense tll at 15 
imposs ble to tea oneself away It begiis to dawn wti a 
pale, yellow, spectral ] ght beh nd the mountain in the east, 
lke the reflection of a fie far away It bioadens, aid soon 
the whole of the eastern sky 15 one glow ng mass of fire Now 
it fades aga n, and gathers ma bughtly luminous belt of m st 
sttetching towards the south west, with only a few patches of 
luminous haze visible here and tiere After a while, scattered 
rays suddenly shoot up from the fiery mist, alnost reachi yg to 
the zenith, then more, they play over the belt in a wild chase 
fiom east to west They seem to be always daiting nearer 
fou a iwig, long way of But sideurly a peifect veil of 
ays showers fiom the zen th out over the northern sky; 
they are so fine and bi git, 1 ke the fiicst of glittering silver 
thieads Is it the fire giant Suit himself, stuking his mghty 
silver harp, so that the strings ticmble and spaikle im the 
glow of the flames of Muspelheim? Yes, it 1s harp music, 
wildly storming in the darkness, it 1s the 1 otous wa dance 
of Smts sons And again, at times it 18 hke softly playing, 
gently rocking, silvery waves, on which dteams tiavel into 
unknown worlds 

“The winter solstice has come, and the sun is at its 
lowest, but still, at midday we can just see a faint glimmer 
of it ove: the rdges in the south, Now it is agam begin 
ning to mount uorthwards , day by day it wil grow lighter 
and lighter, aid the time will pass rapidly, Oh, how well I 
can now undeistand our forefatiers’ old custom of holding 
an upioai‘ous sacrificial banguet in the middle of winte, 
whe. the powee of the winter daikness was broken We 
would hold an uproatious feast heie, 1f we had anything 
to feast with, but we have nothing What need 1s there 
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either? We shall hold om silent festivil in the spnit, and 
th ik of the sprung . 

© In my wa'k I look he Jupiter over thee avove t*e crest of 
the mouitain Jupiter; the planet of the hone; it scems to 
smile at us, and I recognise my good attendant sput. Am 
superstitious ? ‘Ths life and this scenery might well make one 
so, and, 11 fact, 1s not every o1¢ stperst tous, caci in hs 
own way?) Hase not Ia fi m belef in my star, and that we 
shall meet agaii? It has scarcely foresaken me for a day, 
Death, I bel eve can never approach before one’s mission 18 
accomp ished, neve: cones w thout one fee) ig its poxnnily 5 
and yet a cold fate may one day cut the th cid without 
warning” / 

‘Tuesday, December 2yth. At 2 pm today —a2q° C, 
(11 2° below zero Fahi), And this 1s Chustmas Eve, cold 
and windy out of Cours, aid culd and diatgluy indus Huw 
desolate itis. Never before have we had such a Chistmas 
Lve, 

« At home the bells are now iiging Christmas in I car 
heat their sound as it swings through the air fiom tie church 
tower How beautiful it is 

“ Now the candles are be ng lighted on the Chirstmas trecs, 
the children a e let in and dance round 11 joyous deight. I 
must have a Chustmas paity for children wien I get home 
This is the tine of rejoice ng and there is feasting m every cot 
tage athome And we aie keep 1g the fest val m our little 
way Johansen has turned his sh et, and put the outside sh rt 
neat him, [ have doe the same, and ther [I have ¢ wnged 
my drawers, aid put on tie olieis thal L had w ung out 11 
warm water, And I hase washed mysclf, too, in a qiter of 
a cup of warm water, with the d scaided drawcs as spoige and 
towel, Now I feel quite another being, my clothes do 1 ot 
stick to my body as much as they did Then for supper we 
had ‘ fiskegiatin,’ made of powdered fish and’ maize- ‘meal, wily 
train oil to it instead of butter, both fried and boil2d (one 
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d yas the other), and for dessert we had bicad fued in train. 
ol Tomorrow monmg we tre goipg to have chocolate ard 
Inpad ?* 

7 Wed esday, Decembei 25t1 We have got lovely Christ nas 
weather, hardly any wd, and such bight, beautiful moonhght 
It gves one quitasa solemn feeling It 15 the peace of 
thousands of years In the afernoon the nosthein | ghts were 
except onally beautiful When I cane out at s x o'clock tiie 
was a bught, pale ycllow bow u the southern sky It remamed 
for a long time almost unchinged, aid then >segan to glow 
‘much br ghter at the uppet mugn of the bow beh nd the 
mountain crests in the eist, It smouldeicd for some t ne, aid 
the all at once Ight darted out westwards along the bow ; 
st eamers shot up all along it towards the zenith and in an 
instant the whole of the soi thein sky fiom the atc to the zen‘th 
was aflame I. fucacted aad blazed, ct wh.. ed 1081d Ike a 
whirlwind (moving with the stn) rays daited bickwards and 
forwards, now 1ed aid reddish violet now yellow, green, and 
dazzl 1g whte, now the tays weie red at the bottom, and 
yellow and green faither up, and then again this onder was 
inverted = Iligher and highet it tose, now it came on.the 
north side of the zenith too, fot a moment there was a splendid 
corona and the1 it all becaire one whuling mass of fire up 
there , 1t was hke a whirlpool of fire in red, yellow, and green, 
and the eye was dazzled with looking at it It then diew 
ac oss to the northern sky, where it remained a long time but 
not in such biillancy The arc hom which it had sprung in 
the south was st Il visible but soon dsappeaied. The move 
ment of the rays was coicfy fron “est 10 east, kat somret * us 
the reverse It aflerwa ds flaed cp 9» ghtly several times 11 
the notther 1 sky , I cou ited ay many as sx patallel bands at 





* Chris mw Eve vid New Yours Lye were the > ly oceas ons on wh ch 
we allowed ot1selv® to tike u yof ie provisions which we w te keeping 
for our yourney sot thw ards . 
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one the, but they did not attam to the bugl ness of Lic 
. 


fo.re ores ¢ . y 
“And Uus 1s Chi ‘tmas Day Tocte ae famly dries 


going onathone I can see the d gufied old fatia standing 
smiling and happy in tie dootway to welcone children and 
grandchildien Out ofdoos the snow fs falling softly ard 
r lently in big flakes, the young folk come rus ing in fresh and 
Losy stamp the snow off tren fect m tle passage, shake thet 
th ngs and hang them up, and tien enter the draw 1g 1000, 
where the fire 15 crackling comfo tably aid cos ly in Lie stove, 
and they can sce the snowflakes fal ng outs de aid cove 1g 
the Christ nas coin sheaf, A del cous 5 nel of 10151 1g C0 Nes 
from the k tchen, and in the diing con the long table ws 
laid for a good, old fastioned dune: wth good old wie 
Hov nee ard con.fottab.c eve.ythiug i = Ove might fl 
ill with longing to be home But wat, wat, when summer 
comes 46. 
“Oh, the toad to the stais is both log and difficult ” 
7 * Tuesday, Decembei 31st. And this year loo 15 vanishing 
, , It has been strange but after all st has perhaps not been so bad 
“They are rioging out the old year now at home, Ow 
chutch bell 1s the icy w nd howling over glace: and siowfield 
howling fiercely as it wh als the diftixg s10w on high 11 cloud 
after cloud, and sweeps ¢ dow upon us fom tie ciest of the 
mountain up yonder Far im up the foid you car eee tre 
clouds of siow cis 1g dic anothe, over tie we i1 fior of tie 
gusts of wind, aid the snow dist g (et a 11 the noont ht 
And tc fill moor sti s tear a dose bute of oe you arto 
anotha. She shines alke upon tie good aid the evl, nor 
docs she notice the wants and yun ngs of the new yeu 
Sol tary, forsaken hundieds of mies fon all that one hod, 
dca, but the thot ghts 11 rest essly to ard fo on ther cle t 
paths. Once more a leaf ts turied in the igook of eter uty, 4 
new blank page 1s opened and no one knows what wll bs, 
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CHAPTER VIII 
THe Niw Yuar, 1896, 


“Wepnrspay, January ist, 896. — 415°C (42'2° below 
zeio Fai), So a new yeni has come, the year of joy and 
home coming. In bight moonl ght 1895 departed, and in 
br ght moonhght 1896 begins; but it 1s bitterly cold, the 
coldest days we have yet kncwn here. I felt it, too, yester- 
day, when all my finger tps were frost bitten, I thought I 
had done with all that last spring,’ 

“Ti day, Janua y gid. Moin‘ng> it is still clear and cold 
out of doots Ica1 hear reports fiom the glacier, It les up 
there on the crest of the mountain Ike a mghty ce giant 
peering down at us though the clefts, It spreads its giant’s 
body all over the laid, and stretches out its limbs on all sides 
into the sea, But wherever it turns cold colder than tt has 
lutheito been it writhes hommbly, and cievice afte: créev ce 
appears in the huge body, there 1s a noise hike the dischaige 
of guns, and the sky and fhe eaith tremble so that I can feel 
the ground that Iam ly ng on quake. One 1s almost aftaid 
that it will some day come 101 ing over i pon one.” 

"Johansen 1s aslecp, and macng the aut resound, 1 am 








* Tiese rumblings 11 the glacier are die tor fis which are for ned in tie 
mass of ice when tif. cod causes it to contract New 1 fis seemed to be 
formed only when the te nperati re sak lower than it had previmsly been 
11 the course of that winter, at lea‘t it was only then that we heard the 
rumblings, 
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glad lus mother cannot see him now. She woud certainly 
pity her boy, so black ,afid grimy, and ragged as he 1s, with 
sooty steaks all over"his tace. Lut wait, only wat  Sne 
shall have him again, safe and sound, and fresh and rosy.” 

“Wednesday January 8th. Last night the wind blew the 
sledge to which our thermometer was hang ng out over the 
slope. Stormy weather outside furious weather, almost 
taking away your breath if you put your head out We he 
here trying to sleep sleep the tme away Lit we cannot 
always do it Oh, those long sleepless nights when you turn 
flom side to side, kick your fect to put a little wu pth into 
them, and wish fot only one thing in the world—slecp ‘The 
thoughts are constantly busy with cveryth ng at home but the 
long, heavy body hes heie tying in vain to find an endmable 
position among the rough stones, Howevei, time ciawls on, 
and now httle Liv's buthday has come, She 1s thee years 
old today, and must be a big grt now. Poor litle thing 
You don’t miss your father now, and next b rthday I shall be 
with you, I hope, What good fitends we shall be You shall 
ude a cock hoise, and I wall tell you stories fiom the noth 
about beais, foxes, wahuses, and all the strange animals up 
there in the ice, No, I cant beat to think of it.” 

“Saturday, Tebruary 1st, Here [ am down with the 
rheumatism, Outside it 1s giowing g adually I'ghter cay by 
day, the sky above the glaceis in the south grows reddei, 
until at last one day the sun will use above the ciest, and out 
last winter n ght be past, Spitng is coming I have oftcn 
thought spring sad = Was it because it vanished so quickly, 
because it carued promises that summer never fulfilled? But 
theie 1s no sadness in this spring; its prom ses wall be kept, 
it would be too cruel if they weie not,’ 

Tt was a strange catstence, lying thus in a hut undeiground 
the whole wintei through, without a thiig to fltrn ones hand 
to. How we longed for a book! Iow delightful ovr Ife on 
board the 4am appeared, wien we had the whole libiy to 
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fall back upon. We would often tell each othe: how beautiful 
this sort of hfe would have be2n alter al, tf we had only had 
anything to read Johansen alway sp spoke with a sigh of 
Heyse’s novels, he had special y hkéd those on boad and 
he had not been able to fnish the last one he was reading. 
‘Yhe little readable matter which was to be found m om navi 
gatio1table and almanack I had read so many times already 
tit I knew it almost by heat all about the Norwegian toyal 
fa nly, all about persons apparently drowned, and all about 
self help for fishermen Yet at was always a comfort to see 
these books, the 5 ght of the nunted letters gave one a feelig 
that there was afler all a litle bt of the civihsed man left 
All that we really had to talk about had long ago been 
tioioughly thrashed out, anc indeed there wee not many 
thoughts of common 1 erect tha we had not exc sangert 
The chief pleasure left to us was to pictme to'each othe: how 
we shotld nake up neat winter at home for everything we had 
nussed dung ou sojourn here, We felt that we should have 
Jeaint for good and a! to set store by all the good things of 
1 e,such as food drink, clo hes, shoes, house, home, good 
neighbous, and all the sest of at. Tiequently we occupied 
au selves, 100, in calculating how fai the fram could have 
difted, and whether there was any possibility of her getting 
home to Noiway before us, It secined a safe assumptio i that 
she might diift out into the sea between Spitzbergen and 
Greenland next summer, o1 autun n, and probability seemed 
to powt to het bemg in Neiway in August or Scptem ser 
Sut there was joo. the poss susy chat she might au .¢ Cadher 
11 the summer, o1, on the cther hand, we might not 1each 
home until later in the autums. ‘This was the great question 
to which we could give 10 ceilain answe1, and we reflected 
with souaw, ¢iat she might perhaps gct home first. What 
would ou f1iénds then think about us? Scaicely anyone 
would have the least hope of seemg us agun, not even our 
commades on boaid the /#un. It secined to us, however, 
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that this could scaicely happen ; we could not but reach home 
m July, and it was hally to be expected that the dram 
could be tree fiom the jce so cary in the suniet 

But where were we? 7 And how great was the distance we 
had to liavel? Over and over again I rechoned out om 
observations of the autumn and summer and spring, but the 
whole matter was a peipctual ptzzle It seemed clear, deed, 
that we must be lying somewhere fai to the west, pe hapa off 
the west coast of Tianz Josef Jand a litte roth of Cape 
Lofley, as I had conjectured im ihe antimn, Dut of that were 
90, what could the lands be which we had seen to the north- 
wud? And what was the land to which we had fist come? 
Tiom the first group of islands, which I had called White 
Land (Thvitenland), to whee we now he, we had passed about 
y° of longitude—that ou observations proved conclusively, 
But 1f we weie now in the longitude of Cape Fligely, these 
islands must he on a meridian so fai east that it would fall 
between King Osear’s land and Ciown Prinee Rudolf Land ; 
and yet we had been much further east and had seen nothing 
of these lands How was this to be ej lained? And futher 
mote, the land we saw had d sappeated o the southward; and 
we saw no mdication of islands further east No, we could 
not have been neat any known land, we must be upon some 
sland lying futher west, in the strait betwee: Tians Josef 
Land and Spitebeigen ; and we could not but thin< of the 
hitherto so emgmatic Gillies Land. But ths, too, seemed 
cifficult to explam , foi tt was hatd té uideistand how, in this 
compazatively naliow stiait, such an eatensive mass of land as 
tus coud find 100m without coming 60 neat tie Noth Kast 
Land of Spitzbugen that it could casily be scen fiom it, No 
othe: conclusion, howeyei, secmcd at all plausible. We had 
long ago given up the tdca that our watches could be even 
approximately right for in that casc, as aheady mentioned, 
we must haye come nght across Payer’s Wilczek Lind and 
Dove Glacier without haying noticed them, ‘Ths theory was 
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consequently excluded. ‘There weie other things, too, that 
greatly puzdled me. If we wee of 3 new land, near Spitz 
bergen, why were the 10se guls never i the.e, while we had 
found them in flocks here to the noitlf? And then there was 
the great variation of the compass, . Unfortunately I had no 
chart of the variations with me, and I could not remember 
whee the zero meridian of vauation lay the boundary line 
between easterly and westerly variation I thought, howeve 
that it lay somewhere near the North Last Land, and hee we 
had still a vauation of about 20°, The whole thing was and 
remained an insoluble nddle. 

As the dayhght began to lengthen later in the sprig, I 
made a discovery which had the effect of still more hopelessly 
bewilder‘ng us At two points on the horizon about W.S.W., 
I fancied that I could see land looming in the aw, The 
appearance recuried again and again, and at last I was quite 
ceitain that it really was land, but it must be very far away ; 
at least 69 miles, I thought * Ifit had been difficult to find 
100m between Franz Josef Land and Noith East Land for the 
islands we had hitherto seen, it was more difficult st ll to find 
190m for these new ones, Could it be the North East Land 
itself? This seemed scarcely credible This land must he in 
about 81° or so northward, wh le the North East Land does not 
reach much north of 80°, But at least these islands must be 
pretty near North East Land, and if we once reached them, 
we could not have much, farther to go, and would perhaps find 
open water all the way to the Tromso sloop on which our 
fancy had now dwelt for over a year, and which was to take us 
home, 

The thought of all the good things we should find on bomd 
that sloop was what comforted us whenever the time hung 
unendurably heavy on om hands. Our life was not, indeed, 
altogethe: luxufious. How we longed foi a change i the unt. 





* It proved afterwards that the distance was about 56 miles, 


The New Year, 1896. 277 


formity of our diet. If only we could have had a little suga 
and farinaceous food, 1a ‘addition to all the excellent meat we 
had, we could have lived hke princes, Our thoughts dwelt 
longingly on great plattérs full of cakes, not to mention bread 
and potatoes. How we would make up for lost time when we 
gat back , and we would begin as soon as we got on board that 
Tromso sloop, Would they have potatoes on bomd? Would 
they have fresh bread? At worst even haid ship's bread 
would not be so bad, especially if we could gel it fred in sugar 
and butter. But’ better even than food would be the clean 
clothes we could put on And then books only fo think of 
books! Ugh, the clothes we lived in were hoinible! and when 
we wanted to enjoy a really delightful hour we would set to 
work imagining a great, bi ght, clean shop, where the walls 
were hung with nothing but new, clean, soft woollen clothes, 
from which we could pick out evei;thing we wanted. Only to 
think of shirts, vests, draweis, soft and warm wool en trousers, 
deliciously comfoitable jerseys, and then clean wocllen stock- 
ings and warm felt shppers could anything more delightful be 
imagined? And then a Turkish bath We would sit up side 
by side in our sleepmg bag for hours ata time, and talk of all 
these thmgs They seemed almost unimaginable. Tancy 
being able to throw away all the heavy, oily 1ags we had to 
live in, glued as they were to our bodtes, Our legs suffered 
most 3 for there om trousers stuck fast to our knees, so that 
when we moved they abiaded and tote the skin inside ou thighs 
till at was all raw and bleeding, I had the gieatest difficulty 
in keeping these sores fiom becoming altogether too mgiained 
with fat and dut, and had to be perpetually washing them 
with moss, or a rag from one of the bandages in our medicine- 
bag, and a little water, which I watmed in a cup over the lamp, 
I have never before understood what a magnificent invention 
soap teally 1s. We made all sorts of atlempts to wash the 
worst of the dirt away; but they were all equally unsuccessful 
Water had no effect upon all this grease; it was better to scour 
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oneself with moss and sand. We could find plenty of sand in 
the walls of the hut, when we hacked the ice off them, The 
best method, however, was to get our hands thoroughly lubu 
cated with warm bears’ blood and trafn ol, and tien scrub tt 
off again with moss They thus became as white and soft as 
the hands of the most delicate lady, and we could scarcely 
believe that they belonged to our own bodics, When there 
was none of this toilet prepaiation to be had, we found the 
next best plan was to sciape our skin with a knife 

If it was difficult to get oui cwn bodes clean, it was a sheer 
impossibility as 1efaids our clothes. We tried all possible 
ways, we washed them both in Eskimo fashion and in our 
own; but neither was of much avail We boiled our shits in 
the pot hour after hour, but took them out only to find them 
just as full of grease as when we put them in Then we took 
to wringing the tram oil out of them = This was a little better ; 
but the only thing that produced any real effect was to bail 
them, and then scrape them with a knife while they were still 
warm. By holding them m our teeth and our left hand and 
stretching them out, while we scraped them all over with the 
right hand, we managed to get imazing quantit es of fat out of 
them, and we could almost have believed that they wee 
quite clean when we put them on again afte: they were diy. 
The fat which we scraped off was, of couse, a welcome 
addition to our fuel. 

In the meanwhile our hair and beard giew entirely wild It 
is true we had scissors and coud have cut them ; j but as our 
supply of eathes was hy no means too Iqv ch, we .hought 
it kept us a httle waimer to have all this harr, which began to 
flow down over our shoulders But it was coal black lke om 
faces and we thought om tecth and the whites of our eyes 
shone with an uncanny wh teness now that we could see each 
other again inethe daylight of the sprng. On the whole, 
howevel, we were so accustomed to each others appearance 
that we really found nothing rematkable about it, and not until 
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we fell in with othet people and fond thal they were not 
precisely of tha, opmiok, did we oegn .o .ccogn.se .hat or 
outer man was, perhaps, open to ct uicism 

It was a strange life, and in many ways it put our patience 
to a severe test, but 1t was not so unendutable as one migit 
suppose. We, at any rate, thought that, all th’ngs coiside ed, 
we were fanly well off Our spits were good the whole time ; 
we looked setenely towards the futu-e, and reyniced nthe 
thought of all the delights it had 11 stere for us. We dd not 
even have recourse to quarrell ng to wile away the time 
After our retuin, Johansen was once rsked how we two iad 
got on during the winter, aid whether we had managed not 
to fall out with each othe , for it 15 sud to be a severe test 
for two men to ltve so long togethet im perfect isolation ‘Oh, 
no,” he answered, ‘we ddn’t qvavrel ; the on'y th'ng was that 
T have the bad habit of snoimg in my sleep, and then Nansen 
used to kick me in the back” I cannot deny that ths is the 
case 3; I gave him many a well meant kick bit forttnately he 
only shook himself a little and slept calmly on 

Thus did our time pass We did our best to sleep away as 
much as possible of it. We catr ed this art toa Ingh p tch of 
perfect on, and could sometimes put n as much as 20 hours’ 
sleep in the 24 If anyone st | holds to the old st perstit on 
that scurvy is due to lack of exercise, he may look upon us as 
living evidences to the contiary, for al the tme ow health 
was excellent, As the 1 ght nowabegan to ictuin with the 
spring, however, we weie mote inclined to go out — Besides, it 
was not a'ways so cold now, and we had to esu ct om sleep a 
httle Then, too, the Ume for our depailure was appioach‘ng, 
and we had plenty to occupy us ii the yay of prepatatton and 
so forth 

“Tuesday, Tebiary 25th, Lovely weathe: to be out m to 
day; it 1s as tho.gh sping weie beg ming. We have seen 
the fist birds, fist a flock of half 1 score of litte auks 
(AMergulus alle), (hen a flock of four , they came fiom the south- 
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alo xg the Jand, evidently though the sound m the south east 
and d.sappeaied behind the mo.1..a fi wrest fo the noth west 
of us. Once more we heaid ther cheerful twittering, and it 
roused a responsive echo im the soul ‘A. ittle later we heard 
it again, and then it seemed as if they were perched on the 
mountam above us It was the first greeting fiom hfe 
Blessed bnds, how welcome jou are 

“Tt was quite ike a sj ring evening at home ;‘the suns 1¢ed 
glow faded little by | ttle into golden clouds, and the moon 
1ose I went up and down ortside, and dreamt I was in 
Norway on a spr ng evening 

“Wednesday, February 26th To day we ought to have had 
the sun again, but the sky was cloudy” 

“Yrday Tebruay 28th I have discovered that it 15 
poosibie tu get tweive threads vut of a bit of twine, aad 
am as happy as a king, We have thread cnough now, 
and our windcothes shall be whoe once more It 1s 
possible, too, to 1tvel out the canvas in the bags, and 
use 1t for thread ’ 

“ Saturday, February 29th ‘The sun h gh above the glac cr 
today. We must begin to economise in train oil in earnest 
now if we are to get away from here, or theie will be too little 
blubber for the journey’ 

“Wednesday, March 4th. When Johansen went out this 
morning, the mountain aboye us was covered with little auks, 
which flew twittering from grest to crest, and sat all over the 
glacier When we went out agatn later on, they were gone ” 

“Friday, March 6th We ve farng badly now We 
have to sleep in the dark to save oil, and can only cook once a 
day ” 

“Sunday, March 8th Shot a bear. Johansen saw ten 
flocks of little auks flying up the sound this morning * 

“Tuesday, Marth roth That bear the day before yesterday 
came in the nck of t me, and an amusing fellow he was too 
We were very badly off both fo. blubber and meat, but most 
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for blubber, and we were longing for a bear; w2 thought it 
must be about time forsthem to come again now. I iad just 
spent Sunday motning in mendng my wind trousers and 
patching my ‘komager? so as to be all ready if a bear should 
come? Johansen, whose cooking week tt was, had been sewing 
a little too, and was just cleaning up the hut for Sunday, and 
taking out some bone and meat: he had take. it as far as the 
passage But no sooner had he rarsed the skin over tie open- 
ing out there, than I heard him come tumbl ng head fore nost 
tn again over the bone hea» and say ‘Theie’s a bear stand 
ing just outside the doo: He snatched hs gun down from 
where it hung, unde: the roof, aid again put his head into 
the passage, but drew it qu ckly bach, saying, ‘He 15 standing 
close by, and must be thinkng about comixg in’ Tle 
maprged to draw aside ga cori of tre dom sk n, J 1st enough 
to give him elbow 100m to shoot but it was not altogether 
easy The passage was narrow enough before, and now, in 
addition, it was full of all the back bones and scraps of meat 
I saw him once lift the gun to his shoulder, as he lay crouched 
together, but take it down again ; he had forgotten to cock it, 
and the bear had moved a httle away, so that he only saw its 
muzzle and paws But now it began scraping down im the 
passage with one paw, as if 1t wanted to come in, and Johansen 
thought he must fie, even if he could not see He put out 
his gun, pointing the barrel at the upper edge of t1e ope ing, 
he thought the shot must go 1ight into the bear’s breast, and 
so he fired. I heard a dull giowl, and the crunching of the 
snow unde. heavy footsteps, *yhich weit up towards the talus, 
Johansen loaded again, and put his head out at the opening, 
He said he saw it going up tere, and that it dids’t seem up 
to much, and foithwith he rushed after it. I, meanwhile, was 
lying head foremost in the bag ht itiag for a sock which I 
could aot find, At last, after a long scarck, I found it 01 
the floor, of comse ‘Then I, too was ieidy; aid well 
equipped with gun, caitr dges, knife, and file (to shatpen the 
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seal kn fe), I followed, I had my wind trousers on, too, they 
had been hanging unused al tnoug'’) tne winter's cold fo 
want of thread to mend them with, but now, when the 
tempeiatme was only—2° C (28 4° I), they of course, had 
to come out I followed the tracks, they went westwards 
and northwards along-the shove After a little while I at last 
met Johansen, who said that the bear lay farther on; he had 
at last got up to it, and finshed it with a shot im the back 
While he returned to fetch the sledges, I went on to begin 
skinning, It was not to be done quite so quickly, howeve . 
As I approached the place where I thought it must be lying, 
I caught sight of the ‘dead bear’ fai ahead, trotting pretty 
buskly along the shore Now and then it stopped to look 
round at me Tian out on o the ice, to get outside it, if 
possible, and drive it back, so that we should not have so far 
to drag it. When I had kept on at this for some time and 
was about on a level with it tt began clambering up the 
glacier, and under some iagged 1ock I had not reckoned 
ona ‘dead bear’ being able to do this, and the only thirg 
was to stop it as soon as possible; but, just as I got with'n 
range, it disappeared over the crest. Soon I saw it again, a 
good deal lugher up and fai out of range. It was cianing its 
neck to see if 1 were following, I went up some way after 
it, but, as it went on along the mountain move quickly than 
T could follow it in the deep snow, under which, moieover, 
there wee crevices into which I kept falling up to my waist, 
I preferred to clambe: down on to the fjordice again, Ina 
litle whie the bear emeiged from beneath a perpendicular 
cliff with a precipitous bit of talus beneath it, Here it began 
to crawl carefully along at the very lop of the talus I was 
now afraid of its lying down in a place Itke this wheie we 
could not get ajil, and even though the raige was long I 
felt I must fne and sec if I could not make 1 fall over. It 
did not look as if it had too firma footing up there It was 
blow1 og like anything here undcr the cliff, and I saw that the 
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bear had to [e flat down aid hold on with ite claws when 
the worst gusts came, ‘and then, too, it had on ye ree paws 
to hold on with+ the right fore leg had been biocen I weit 
up to a bg stone at‘the lowe: edge of the talus, took good 
am and fired I saw the bullet stuke the snow just beneath 
it, but whether it was hit o1 not, tt staited up and ted to 
jump over a dnft, but shpped, and tolled ova It tred 
several times to stop itsef but went on, t itil at last wt found 
its feet, ard began to caiawl slowy up agad Meanwhiel 
had loaded again, and the range was now shoite I fied 
once moie It stood sti! a moment, then sl pped farther 
and farther down the drift at first slowly, then quicker and 
quicker, rolling over aid over I thought it was com 1g 
straight towards me, but comforted myself with the thougit 
that the stone I was standing behind was a good so d 
one I squatted down and quickly put a fr2sh cartridge 
into ‘my gun The bea had now arrived at the talus below 
the duft, it came tearing down, together with stones and 
lumps of snow, m a series of leaps, each longer than the last 
It wag a strange s ght, this great white body flying through the 
air, and turning somersault after someisault, as 1f it had been 
a piece of wood. At last it took one tremendous leap, and 
landed aganst an enormous stone Treie was a regular 
ciash, and theie it lay close beside me; a few spasms passed 
through it, and all was over, It was an uncommon y large he- 
bear, with a beautiful thick fur, which one might well wish to 
have at home, but the best thing of all was that it was very 
fat It was so windy that the gusts were apt to blow you ove, 
Wf you were not prepared for them, but with the arso m d 
as it was, wind did not matter mte1, it world not hie been 
such bad work to skin it had it not been that it waslymg n 
a hollow, and was so big that one man could not strit After 
a time, however, Johansen came, and at Tast we had got it 
dismembered, and had dragged it down lo the ice aid piled 
it on the sledge We had not gore far, however, sefore we 
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found that it would be too heavy for ts to diaw all at once 
agaist this wind, and for sich a distance We la d half of tt 
ina heap on the ice, and spread the skii Over it, intending to 
fetch at in a day ot two, and even then we had difficulty 
enough tn fighting on against tie wind, sn the dark, so that 
it was late at night befoe we got home. But it was long 
smce we had so much enjoyed our home com ng, and being 
able to le down im our bag, and sup off fresh meat and hot 
soup ” 

We lived on that bear fo1 six weeks 

“ When Johansen was out this morning at 6, he thought he 
saw little auks m nulhons flying up the sound = When we went 
out at 2 in the afternoon, there was an unceasing passage of 
flock after flock out to sea, and this continued until late m the 
afternoon, I saw two guillemots (Una grylle), too, fly over 
our heads, J hey are tie fst we have seen ”* 

“Wednesday, March asth There is the same dark water 
sky behind the promontory in the south west, stretching thence 
westwards almost to the extieme west It has been theie all 
through this mild weather with south westerly wind, from the 
very beginning of the month Thee seems to be always open 
water there for no sooner Js the sky overcast than the reflec 
tion of water appears in that quartel.” 

“Thursday, Apil and = As I awoke at about 8 this evening 
(our morning happened to fal in the evening to day), we heard 
an animal rustling about outstde, and gnawing at something, 
We did not take much notice of 1; thmking st was a fox, busy 
* --wal with some meat up on the roof, and if 1t did seem 
to be making rather more noise than we had of late been 
accustomed to hear from foxes yet it was scarcely noise 
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1 We bag} now as tie sor ig advance 1, a good opporlt uly of seen ig 
nat he tale auc MP great flocs: and the black ginl cmots im smaller 
pu Pers, LWariably set forth fiom and at certain { mes of the day towards 
Te open sea,dand then at otha t res retuned in unbroken hnes up the 
¢e-bound fyorods to tie r nest rocks again 
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enough to come fiom a bear. We did not take into con- 
sideiation thal the snow,was not so co d and cackling now as 
it had been eai..e: in the winter When Johansen went ont 
to read the thermometer, he saw that it was a bea that had 
been there It had gone round the hut, but had evidently not 
liked all the beats’ carcases, and had not ventured past them 
up to the walrus blubber on the roof At the opening of the 
passage and the chimney it had eniffed hard, doubtless 
enjoying the del’cious sceit of burnt blubba: and live human 
fiesh, Then 1t had dhagged a walrush de, that was lyiig’ 
outside, a little way off, and scraped the blubber off it It 
had come from the ice obliquely up the hill follawing the 
scent, had then followed out footsteps from the hut to the 
place where we get salt water, and had thence gone farther ott 
over the ice until it had got scent of the walrus caicases out 
there, and was gong to.ards them when Johansen caught 
sght.of it, There it set to work to gnaw, As my gun was 
not fit to use at the moment, I took Johansen’s and went 
alone The bear was so busy gnawing and tearing pieces off 
the caicase that I could get close up to it from behind without 
troubling about cover. Wishing to try how near I could get 
I.went on, and it was not until I was so near that I could 
almost touch it with the muzzle of my gun that it heard my 
steps, so busy had it been It started round, gazed defiantly 
and astonished at me, aad I saluted it with a charge mght 11 
its face It thiew up its head, sneczed, and blew blood out 
over the snow, as it tuined round again and galloped away 
I was going to load agam, but the cartridge jammed, and it 
was omy by tairg wy kn fe chat T poe st unt Wide I way 
doing this, the bear had bethought hi nself, stopped tuned 
towards me, and snorted angrily, as he made up his mind to 
set upon me, He then went up on to a piece of ice close by, 
placed hunself in an attitude of defence, and stretched out hs 
neck towards me, while the blood pomed from h 5 mot th and 
nostrils, The ball had gone ight through hs head but w ta 
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ovt touching the biam = At last I had put another catudge 
in, but had to g ve him five shots before T finally killed him, 
At each shot he fell, but got up agan I was not accustomed 
to thes ghts on Johd sens gun, aid shot rather too high with at 
Atlas. I grew cag y, 6 red ip toh », ‘and fin shed h'm ofr? 

We wae beg nning to o¢ well stpplicd with blubber and 
meat for the joumney south, and were now busy Fttiog ot selves 
ot And there was v gicat deal to be done. We had to 
heg n to make ourselves new clotics out of ou blankets, ow 
wind clothes had to be patched aid me iced ,. our  komaget ” 
had to be soled and we had to make socks and gloves out of 
bea skin. = Jheh we had to mace a light, good sleeping bag 
of bearskin All ths would tae time; and fiom this time 
we worked 1idustuotsly at ott 1cedle from carly moining t ll 
late at mgit, Our hut yas suddenly tansfoimed into a busy 
tailon’s and shoemakei s work 100m where we sat side by side 
11 the sleeping bag upon the stcne bed, and sewed and sewed 
and tnorght about tne homecoming. ‘We got thread by 
untaveling the cotton canvas of some provision bigs It 
need hardly be said that we were always talking about the 
plospects for ovr jouriey, and we found gicat comfort in the 
persistence of the dats sky m the south west, which indicated 
much open water in that diecton I consequently thought 
we should have good use for out kayaks on the joutney to 
Sp Woeger I mention this open wate: several tines in my 
jom val Vor instance, on Apnl rath > “open water fom the 
pomontory n the south west, northwards as far as we can 
ace.” By this [ mena, of course, that there was datk air over 
the whole houzon in this duection showing elcarly that thee 
was open water there ‘Lhis could not teally surprise us, 
indee’, we olgit to nave been prepwed for 10, since Payer 
hid found open water in the middle of Apul at a mote 
nortiaily po it on the west ccast of Crow 1 Prince Rudolf 
Land, aid this had been contintally in my thoughts alt 
through the winter, 


The New Yea 1896 2b7 


Another thing which made us believe in the close vicanity 
of the sea, was that we we e da ly vis ted by ivory gulls ard 
fulmais (Procclaria glacial), sometumes skuas also We 
saw the fist ivoy gulls on March rath, th oughot Apul 
tney became roe aad wae nunevus, aid so00a we bac 
plenty both of them and of tie buigomasteis (Larus ¢laueus) 
silting on om roof and tourd the hut, aid diunm ig aid 
peck ng al the bones and ic nains of bea s they fot id tl aie 
Du ing the winter the coil wal giawiig of the foxes at the 
Ineat up thete had ente tancd us and rem nded us tiat we 
vere not qu te fotsakey oy living thags, when half asleep 
we cold often magine that we wee 11 om beds at home 
aad heaid the sats and me hold ng then tevcls in tie attc 
above us With the com ng of day} ght, the foxes vanished 
‘Licy now found plenty of ittle atks up in the clefts of the 
mounta ns, and had no loige: to depend on our stone hard 
fiozen bear meat But now we had the drum ng of the guls 
insteaa,, but trey did not cal cp the sae ulus, and, 
when we had them on the 10of just ove: our heads, weie often 
yery tiresome, and even disturbed ou sleep, so that we had 
to knock on the roof, or go out aid frighten then away, 
which, however, had tic desned effect o ity for a few minute» 

On the 18th of Apu, wh e I was a work on some so at 
tme observations, I happeied to look up, and was simpiised 
to see a bear standing jist opposite to me down or the 1e 
by the shore Tt mest baye been staid ay there a low time, 
wondermg what Iwas aout Teian to the htt fa gun, 
but wher I returned it took to ats heels and I was not eager 
to follow it, 

“Sunday, Apul roth I was awakened at 7 o'clock this 
morning by the heavy steps of a dear outsiCe Lt wakened 
Johansen, who struck a lght, and I got on my trotsers and 
‘komager’ and ciept out with loaded gun, | During tie mg it 
a gieat deal of snow had, as usual, dufted Over the skin that 
covered the openiig, and was difticult to bieak Unough, At 
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last by kacking with all my nught fiom below, I mandge 
knock the snow off, and pu my hea@ put into the dim. 
which was quite dazzling after the daikness down 11 med 

T saw nothing, but knew that the bear must be stanath it 
behind the hut. The1 I heard a snorting and blo: off.” 

off went the biute ina clumsy beat’s gallop up the * and 
did not know whether to shoot or not, and to tell thelves 
had little inclination fot berr skinning in this b tte: we vO 
but half at random, I scnt a shot after it, which of course 
missed, and I' was not sony. I did not shoot again, the one 
shot was enough to fiighten it, and keep it fiom coming again 
for the present ; we did not want it, if only it would leave our 
things in peace, At the cleft to the north 1t looked back, and 
then went on As usual it had come against the wind, and 
must have scented us far west upon the ice It had made 
several tacks to leewaid to u>, had been at the entrance of the 
hut, where it had left a visit ig card, and had then gone 
straight to a mound at the back of us, whee thee 1s some 
walius blubber, suriounded on all sides by bears carcases, 
These had no terros for it The beat skin which covered it, 
it had dragged a long way, but fortunately it had not succeeded 
in getting anything eaten before I came,’ 

‘Sunday, May 31d When Johansen came in this moin- 
ing, he sad he had seen a beai out on the ice ; it was coming 
in He went outa httle late: to look for it but did not see 
it, it had probably gone into the bay to the noth We 
expected a visit from it however, as the wind was that way ; 
and as we sat later in the Jay, sewing as hard as we could 
sew, we heaid heavy foots eps on the snow outside They 
stopped, went backwards and forwards a httle, and then some 
thiig was diawn along, and all was quet Jorarsen e ept 
cautiously out with his gun, When he put hi. head out of the 
hole, and his eyeshad 1ecoveied from the first dazzling effects 
of the daylight, he saw the bear standing gnawing at a bear. 
skin, A bullet through the read killed it on the spot It was 
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aleailite animal, but wo th taking, asmuch as it saved us 
tie trouble of thawing ups carcases in oider to cut provisions 
for om journey off them. Fiozen stiff ai they now ale, we 
cannot cit them up ontside in the cold but have to bring 
the n into the hut and soften them in ths warn th, before we 
tai cut anycung off tnen, and this tuces tue ‘Wwu bus 
weie hereon a visit last mght, but they tained back again at 
the sledge, which is stuck up on end in the mo ane to the 
west of us, to scrve as a stand for om thermometer 

As we weie breakfasting on May oth we agaia ieard a 
bear’s footstep outside, and being afiaid that it was go'ng to 
eag up our blubber, we hid no other resomce tha to shoot it 
We now hag far more meat than we required, and did 101 care 
to use more cathidges on these animals for the present; but 
what giieved us most was the thought of all the beautful beat 
skins which we should leave behind us. The time was now 
diawing near when we should break up our camp, and we 
wo ked eagerly at our preparations Ou clothes were now 
ready. The enuy for Tuesday, May rath, 1:uns thus “ Toor 
leave today of my old trousers I was qute sad at the 
thought of the good service they had done ; but they are now 
so heavy with oil and dirt that they must be several tines then 
original weight, and, if they we1e squeezed, o11 would ooze out 
of them” It was undeniably pleasant to put on the new, hght 
soft trousers of blanket, which were, to soiie eatent f ee fiom 
grease, As, however, this material was loose n texte, I was 
was afiaid it might wear out before ‘we rcached Spitzbergen, 
and we had theiefore strengthened it bot! ins de and outs‘de 
w th pteces of an old pair of draweis, and of a sh it, to protect 
it from wea, 

While I was taking some obseivat o1s outs de the hut 01 
daturday, May 16th, I saw a bear with quit? a small yormg one 
out onthe ice I had just taken a turn outshere, and they 
wele examiung my tacks ‘The mother went frst, g> ng ip 
on to all the hummocks I had been upon tuning round and 
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snuffing, and looking al t1¢ tacks, and then descending again, 
and goiig on. The t ny young orfe' trolted along behind, 
exactly repeating the movements of its mother, At last they 
grew tned of tus, and turned then steps towards tic shore, 
dsappeating behind the pomontory to the nowth of us 
Shoitly aflet Johansey came out, and I told lum about it: and 
said “I expect we shal soon see them i the ¢left up there, 
as the wind is that way.” I had scarcely said at, when looking 
ac oss, we saw them beth standing stctchmg then necks, 
snuffing and looking at us and the hut. We did not Waittto¢ 
shoot them, as we had abundance of food; but we thought it 
would be amusing to go neaie: and watch them, and then, if 
possible,*fughten them sufficiently to keep them fwom visit ng 
us in the might, so that we could sleep in peace. When we 
approached, the mothe: snorted anguily, turned seyeial times 
as if to go, pushing the young one on fitst, but turned back 
again to observe us mote closely, At last they jogged slowly 
off, cont nually hesitat ng and laok ig back When they got 
down to the shore, they again went quite slowly among the 
hummocks, aid I ian uter them ‘Lhe mother went first, 
the young-one trotting afte: exactly im her footsteps I was 
soon close to them, the mothe saw me, stated, and tned to 
gel the young one to go with her; but I now discovered that 
jt could tun no faster than T could follow it, As soon as the 
mother saw this, she turned round, snorted and came storming 
ught at me, I halted, and prepaicd to shoot, in case she 
should come too near, and in the meantmme the Itt ¢ one 
tramped on as fast as it could The mother halted at the 
distance of a few paces fiom me, snoited and Iussed again, 
looked round at the young onc, and when the latte: had got a 
good way on, trotted aftct it I 1an on agua, aid overtook 
the young one, and agatn the mother went thiough the same 
manceuvies , sha scemed to have the greatest possible desne 
to strike me to the earth but then the young one had again 
got ahead a I ttle, and she did not wait to do it but trotted 
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afte, This was repeated several times, and then they began 
to clamber up the glatit&, the mother in fiont, the young o1¢ 
afler, But the latte: did not get on veiy fast, it trudged aloig 
as well as it could in ifs mother’s footprints mm the deep snow , 
1ticminded me exactly of a chid in trousers as it cambeed 
up aid kept looking round, half fi ghtened, half cm ous It 
was touch ng to see how incessantly the motier turned rouid 
to hasten it on, now and then jogg ng 1t with her head, hisstog 
and snovang all the while at me stand ng quietly below and 
looking on When they reached the crest tre moter stopped 
aid hissed worse than ever, and when she had let the young 
one pass her, they both disappeated over the glacier, and I 
weit back to contiiue my work. 

Tor the last few weeks a feverish activity had icigned in otr 
hut We had become more and more impatient to mace a 
start; but there was still a great deal to be doie ~=Wereahised 
in bitter eainest that we had no longer the J+ams stores to 
fall back upon On boaid the Fram there might be one o 
two things lacking, but here we lacked practically evey- 
thing What would we not have given ever for a single 
box of dog biscuits or ourselves out of the Zram’s abur 
dance? Where we e we to find all that we necded? “To 
a sledge expedition, one must lay in I ght and nowushing 
provisions, which at the same tine afford as much vanicty 
as possible; one must have light and waim clothiig, strong 
and practical sledges,” etc, ete —ye knew by heart all these 
maxims of the Arctic text book. ‘The yourney that lay before 
us, indeed, was not a veuy great one, the thing was simply to 
ieach Sprtzbergen and get on boaid the sloop; but it was long 
enough after all to make tt necessary for us tc take certain 
Measures of precaution 

When we dug up the stores which we had buried at the 

_ beginning of the winter, and opened the bags, we found that 
there were some musetable remains of a commissanat which 
had once, indeed, been good, but was now for the most part 
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mouldy and spoilt by the damp of the previous autumn = Our 
flour, our precious flour, had got mildewed, and had to be 
thrown away. The chocolate had been dssolved by the 
damp, and no longe: existed; and the pemm can well it 
had a stiange appearmee, and when we ¢asied it ugh It 
too had to be thown away There reiained a certain 
quantity of fish flour, some aletionate flour, ahd some da np 
half moulded bread, which we carefully bated tain ol 
partly to diy it, as all damp was expelled by the\Xbool ag os], 
paitly to render it moie nutittious by impiegnat ng it wah fat.d 
We thought it tasted del g itful, and preserved it carefully for i 
festal occasions, and t nes when all other food failed us ad 
we been able to dry beai’s flesh, we should have managed very 
well; but the weather was too 1aw and cold, and the stups of 
flesh we hung up became only half diy, ‘There was nothing 
for it but to lay ina store of as much cut up daw flesh and 
blubber as we could carry with us Then we filled the three 
tin boxes that had held om petroleum with tran ou, which we 
used as fuel Tor cooking on the journey we would use the 
pot belonging to our cooking apparatus; and our lamp we 
used as a biacier in which to butn blubber and tain oll 
together These provisions and this fuel did not constitute 
a patticulatly hght equipment; but it had this advantage, that 
we shoud probably be able to replace what we consumed of 
it by the way. It was to be hoped that we should find plenty 
of game Bs 

Our short sledges were a grealer trouble to us, for of couse 
we could not get them lengthened now. If we failed to find 
open water al the way over to Spitzbe:gen, and were com- 
pelled to drag them over the uneven di ft ice, we could scarcely 
imagine how we should get on with the kayaks lying on these 
short sledges, without getting them knocked to pieces on 
hummocks and pgessure ridges , for the kayaks were supported 
only at the middle, while both ends projected far beyond the 
slédge, and at the slightest imequality these ends hacked 
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against the ice, and scraped holes in the sail cloth, We had 
to protect them well ‘by lashing bear skins under them ; and 
then we had to make the best grips we could contrive out of 
the scanty wood we had, to fix on the sledges. This was no 
easy matter, for the great point was to make the gups h gh in 
oder to raise the kayaks as much as possible and keep theu 
clear of the ice, and then they had to be well lashed n oder 
to keep their places, But we had no cord to lash them with, 
and had to make tt for omselves of 1aw bear skin or walris 
hide, whch ts hot the best possible material for lashings 
This difficulty, too, we overcame, aid got our kayaks to lic 
steadily and well We of course laid the heaviest part of ther 
cargo as much as poss ble in the middle, so that the ends 
should not be broken down by the weight. Our own personal 
equipment was quite as difficult to get in order I have 
ment oned that we made o.selves new clothes, and this took 
a long time with two such mexpert tailors, but p actice made 
us gradually move skilful, and I think we had good reason to 
be proud of the results we finally achieved, When we at last 
put them on, the clothes had quite an imposing appearance 
so we thought at any rate We saved them up and kept them 
hanging as long as possible, in order that they might still be 
new when we started Johansen, I believe, did not wear his 
new coat before we fell m with other people. Ile declared 
he must keep it fresh till we arrived nm Norway ; he could not 
go about hike a pirate when he got among his countrymen 
again The pooriremams of underclothes that we possessed 
had of course to be thoroughly washed before we started, s> 
chat it should be possible 1o move in thera without thet 
iasping too many holes m om skn. ‘The washing we accom 
plished as above descubed. Ott foot gear was in ary thing 
but a satisfactory condition, Socks, indeed, we could make 
of bear skin; but the woist of it was tha the soles of om 
“komager” were almost worn out We managed, however, to 
make soles of a soit out of walrus hide, by scraping about half 


204 Chapter VIII 


its thickness away, and then diying it over the Jamp, With 
these soles we mended om ' komagei * afict the fashion of the 
Tinns , we had pleity of “senne” thread (sedge thread) and 
we managed to gel ow koinagers pictty, well water tight again. 
Thus im spite of everyth a4 we were toluiably well off for 
clothes, thoug1 it carrot LeSaad that those we had weie 
remarkable for then cleanliisss “Lo protect us agunst wind 
and 1a11 we had st ll ow wid clothég.gvh ch we had patched 
and stitched together as well as we cad; but it took a 
toible t me, for the whole gatments now coil cl of scacay 
anything else but patches and scams, and when you had sewn 
up a hole at one place, they split at anothe: the next time you 
put them on The sleeves were paiticulaily bad, and at last I 
to1e both sleeves-off my jacket, so that I should not have the 
annoya ice of seeing them peipetually stripped away 

Tt was very desiravle, too chat we should have a tolerably 
light sleeping bag. The ore we had brought with us no longer 
existed, as we had made clothes out of the blankets; so the 
only thing was to try and make as I‘ght a bag as possible out 
of bear-skin — By picking out the thinnest skins we possessed, 
we managed to make one not so much heavier than the 
remdec skin bag which we had taken with us on leaving the 
fram A greater difficulty was to procure a pract cable tent, 
The one we had had was out of the question It had been 
worn and torn to pieces on our five months’ jouney of the 
year before, and what was left of it the foxes had made a1 end 
of, as we had had it lying spread over our meat and blubber 
heap im the autumn to piotect it against the gulls The foaxcs 
had yguawed aud turn atin all directors, aid had cauied off 
great stups of it which we found scattered a ound, We 
speculatcd a gicat deal as to how we could make ourselves a 
uew teit, The only thing we could think of was to put our 
sledges, with the kayaks upon them, pauallel to cach othei at the 
distance of about a man’s he ght, then pile snow around tiem 
at the sides until they were closed in, lay our snowshoes and 
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ba nboo staffs acioss, and t1en spread our lwo sa’ls, laccd 
together, over the whold,‘so that they should 1each the ground 
on both sides In this way we managed .o ‘nake owselyes 
a quite effect’ve shelter, the kayaks forming the 100f ridges, 
and the sals the sde walls of the tent It was not quite 
impervious to duft ng snow, an we had ustal y a good deal of 
trouble in stopping up qiacks and ope ings with ow wind 
clot ies and thi igs of that soit. 

But the most important part of our equ pmeat was aficr al 
o11 firea ms, and these, fortunately, we had kept in to erably 
good oder We cleaned the ufles thorotgiy and iubbed 
them with hain ot We had also a little vaseline and gun oil 
left for the locks On taciig stock of our 1Mmunit on, we 
found to our joy that we st Il had abott roo tfle cartudges and 
rro small shot ca tidges We had thus cnough, if necessary, 
for stvuat ure waiters 
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At last, on Tuesday, May roth, we were ready for the stait 
Ow sledges stood loaded and lashed, The last thing we did 
was to photogiaph our hut both outside and inside, and to 
Icave in it a shont report of our jouiney. It 1an thus 

“Tuesday, May roth 1896, We were frozen in noith of 
Kotelno: at about 78° 43’ N lat Septenber 22nd, 1893, 
Dufted noith westward during the fol owing year, as we had 
expected to do Johanse1 aid I Icft the Zvam, Maich t4th, 
1895, at about 84° 4 N at and 103° E. long ,* to push on 
noithwad. The comman | of the 1emainder of the expedit on 
was transferied to Sverdiu>, Found no land noithwaids On 
April 6th, 1895, we had to turn back at 86°14 N, lat, and 
about 95° I. long, the ice haying become impassable, Shaped 
our course for Cape Tl gely ; but our watches having stopped, 
we did not know our longitude with certainty, and arived on 
August 6th, 1895 at four slacie: covered islands to the north 
of this I ne of islands, at adout 81° 30 N, lat, and about 7° E 
of ths place. Reached ds pace Acgust 26t', 18ys, aid 
thought it safest to winter here Lived on bers flesh, Are 
stating today south westward along the land, mtending to 
cross over (o Spitzbergen at the nearest pont We conjectuie 
that we are on Gill es Land 

e “Tripior Nans_n” 





* ‘Ths was ship of the pen, it ought to be 102° long. 
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‘Lhis earliest report of our journey was deposited in a brass 
tube which had forméd the cylinder of the air-pump of our 
“Pumus” The tube was closed with a plug of wood and 
hung by a whe to the joof-tree of the hut 

At length, on Tuesday, the 19th May we were 1eady, and 
at 7 pm left our winter lan, and begat our journey sotth 
After having had so little exercise all the wintei, we weie not 
much d'sposed for walking, and thotght our sledges w'th the 
loaded kayaks heavy to pull along In onder not to do too 
much at first, but make our joints supple before we began to 
exert ourselves seriously, we walked for only a few hours the 
fist day, and then, well satisfied, pitched our camp. There 
was such a wonderfully happy feeling in knowing that we were, 
at last, on the move, and that we were actually going home. 
wards, 

The following day (Wednesday, May acth) we also did only 
a shout day’s match, We were making foi the promontory to 
the south west of us that we had been looking at all the 
winter, Judging from the sky, it was on the further side of 
this headland that we should find open water, We were very 
eager to see how the land lay ahead of this point If we were 
north of Cape Lofley, the land must b2gin to tend to the 
southeast If, on the other hand the trend of the coast was 
to the south west, then this must be a new land further west, 
and near Gillies Land, 

The next day (Thursday, May,21st) we reached this pio 
montory, and pitched our camp there. All through the winter 
we had called it the Cape of Good Hope, as we expected 
to find different conditions there which would fac'litate om 
advance, and our hopes were nol to be disappointed Tiom 
the crest of the mountam I saw open water not far off to the 
south, and also two new snow lands, one large one in font (in 
the south, qo° W.), and one not much smaller in the west 
(S. 85° W.) It was completely covered with glacier, and 
looked like an evenly vaulted shield I could not sce clearly 
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how the coast 11n on account of a headland to the southward 
But it did not seem to trend to thé South east, so that we 
could not be nor Cape Lofley. We now hoped that we 
vight bea le to lu ich our kayaks the very next day, and 
touwe dodaci a ake upd progress i: a sun weotur’y 
d eclon; butt this we were dsapporited, Vhe next day 
there Wi a siowslyim, and we had to stay where we were 
As Thy in the bag in th moining, preparing breakfast, I all 
at Orce caugit sight of a beu walcng quictly~past we att 
distance of about twenty paces It looked at us and “@ti~ 
kayaks once o1 twice, but could not quite make out wial we 
were, as the wind was in another direction and it could not 
get scent of us so it continued its way. I let 1t go unhaimed ; 
we still had food cnough 

On Saturday, May 2311 the weather was still bad, but we 
went ahead a little way to examine our road onward The 
point to be found out was whether we ought at once to make 
for the open water, that I1y on the other side of an island to 
the west, or whether we cught to travel southwards upon the 
shore ice along the land We came to a headland consisting 
of uncommonly marked columnai basalt, which on account of 
its peculiar form we called the “Castle ”* We hee saw that 
the land stietched farther in a southerly dnection, and that 
the open watei went the same way, only separated from the 
land by a belt of shore ice As the latter appeared to be full 
of cracks, we decided to go over to the island in the west, 
and put to sca as quickly as possible We therefore retuned 
and made all ready. Om prepatations consisted first and 
foremost in carefully caulking the seams of ow kayaks by 
melting stearine ovet them, and then 1¢ stowing the caigo so 
as to leave room for us to sit in them, The following day 
(Sunday, May 24th) we moved on westwards towaids the 
island, and as the wind was easterly, and we woe able to 
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employ sails on the sledges, we got on pretty quickly across 
the flatice As we approached the island, however, a storm 
blew up from the south west, and after the sledges had upset 
several times, we were gbliged to take down our sails, The 
sky Lecume overcast, the aur giew musty, and we wo:ked our 
way agaist the strong wind in towards the luid. The thing 
was to get to land as quickly as possible, as we might evidently 
expect bad weather But now the ice became tieachcious. 
As we approached the land there wee a number of ctaces in 
every diection, and these weie covered w tha layer of snow 
so that it was difficult to see them While Johansen wis busy 
lashing the sail and mast securely to the deck of his kayak, so 
that the wind should not cany them away, I went on aheid 
as fast as I could to look for a crnping giound, but all of a 
sudden the sce sank beneath me, and I lay im the water in a 
pioad ctack which had been concerled by the snow, I tued 
to get out again, but with my snowshoes firm y fastened 1t was 
nor possible tu get tei thioug': a's the iubbie of snow and 
lumps of ice that had fallen into the wate: on top of them = In 
addition to this I was fastened to the sledge by the hainess so 
that I could not tuniound Fortunately, in the act of falling, 
Thad dug my pike staff into the ice on the opposite side of the 
crack, and holding myself up by its aid and the one aim that 
Ihad got above the edge of the ice, I Jay waiting pat ently for 
Johansen to come and pull me out. I was stre he must have 
seen me fallin, but could not tutn enough to look back 
When I thought a long time had pissed, and I felt the staff 
giving way and the wate: creeping fiither and fiuther up my 
body, I began to call out, but received no answer I shouted 
louder for help, and at last heard a “Hullo ” far behind, 
Alter some little time, when the water was up to my crest, 
and it would not have been long before I was 1ight under, 
Johansen came up, and I was pulled ou, Ie had been 
so occupied with lus sledge that he had not noticed that I was 
in the water until the last ume I called. This experience 
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ud the effcel of ink ng me crreful in the future not to go 
on such deceitful ice with my sndwshoes firmly attached 
Ry ob.etving a little more caut’on, we at length reached the 
land, and found a camping place where there was a ceitan 
amount of shelter. Lo our surpr se we discovered a number 
of waluses lying along the shoie here herd upon herd, beside 
the uacks; but we took no notice of them either, for the 
pesent; we thor ght we sill had a sufficient, supply of food 
and blubber to draw upon, \. 

During the succeeding days, the storm raged, and we aul. 
not move ‘The entry for Tuesday, May 26th, 1s as follows 
“We have lai weathe: bound yesterday and to day beneath 
the glacier cliff on the north side of this island. The snow 1s 
so wet that it will be difficult to get anywhere, but it 1s to be 
hoped that the open channcl outside is not far off, and we shall 
get on quickly there when once the storm abates, We shall 
then make up for this long delay.” But our stay was to be 
longer than we thought. On Thuisday, May 28th, the journal 
says’ “We were up on the island yesterday, and saw open sea 
to the south, but are still lying weather bound as before I 
only moved om tent place a little on account of the ciacks , 
the 1e thieatened to open just beneath us, There are a 
great many walruses here When we go out over the ice, the 
fellows follow us and come up 1n the ciacks beside us, We 
can often hear them them grunt ng as they go, and butting at the 

Sure, 

what day, however, the storm so far abated that we were 
able to move southwards along the east side of the island 
On the way we passed a large open pool in the shove tcc 
hetween this island and the land — It must have been shallow 
here, for there was a strorg cunent, which was probably the 
cause of this pool being kept open We passed two o1 thice 
herds of walruses+ly ng on the ice near it =~ Conceining these, 
I wrote that evening: “1 went up to one herd of about nine 
to take photographs of the animals. I went close up to them 
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behind a httle mound, and they did not se: me; but duectly 
I rose up not more than %o fect away fiom them a female with 
het young one plunged mto the water thhough a hole close by 
I could not get the otheis to st1, howeve* much I shouted 
Johansen now joined me, and, although Ie thew lumps of 
snow and ice at them, they would not move, they only struck 
their tusks into the lumps, and snuffed at them, while I kept 
on photographing them When I went right up to them, most 
of them at last got up and floundered away towaids the hole, 
and one plunged 11, but the others stopped and composed 
themselves to sleep again, Soon, too, the one that had frst 
disappeaied came back and crept on to the ce, The two that 
lay nearest to me’never st ed at all, they 1a sed their heads a 
little once o1 twice, looked contemptuously at me as I stood 
thice paces fiom them, latd the r heads down and went to sleep 
again They barely moved when I pucked them in the snout 
with my pike staff, but I was able to get a pietty good photo 
graph of them = 1 thougt 1 now had encugh, but betore J 
went I gave the nealest one a paiting poke in the snout with 
my pike staff, it got right up, grunted discontentedly, looked 
m astonishment at me with its great round eyes, and then 
quietly began to sciatch the back of its head, and I got 
another photogiaph, whereupon it again lay quietly down, 
When we went on, they all immed ately settled themselves 
again, and wele lyiig like immovable masses of flesh when we 
finally rounded the promontory, and lost sight of them,’ 

Once more we had snow storms, and now vy weather bound 
on the south side of the island, 

“Triday, May agth. Ly ng weather bound. 

“Saturday, May goth. Lying weither bound, stopping up 
the te it against the diving snow, while the w nd flits round us, 
attacking first one side and then anotha.” It yas all we could 
do to keep ourselves tolerably diy during ths time, with the 
snow drifting in through the cracks on all sides, 01 us aid om 
bag, melting and saturating everything, 
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“Monday, June 1st. Yesterday it at Inst grew a httle 
calmet, and cleared up so that we hid bight sunshine in the 
evening. We icjoiced in the thought of moving on, got out 
kayaks and everything ready to launch, and ciept into our bag 
to {ua out ca ly ths moining fora fixe day, as we thought. 
The osly th og Urt male it a te doubtful was that the 
barometer had ceased 15 ng, had ‘fallen agun tomillim in 


fict In the mght the stom cameo again, the sune 
driving snow, oily with this difference, tikal now the wind 
is gomg round the compass zv// the sun, sOmbRoleVilds. 


soon be an end of it This is beg nning to be too much 
of a good thing, I am now senously afiaid that the Jvay 
wll get home before us I went fora walk “inland yesterday, 
‘There were flat clay and giavel stretches everywhae I saw 
numetous laces of geese, and in one place some white egg 
shell, undoubtedly belong ng to a gooses egg” We therefme 
called the island Goose I.land * 

‘Tuesday, June 2nd Sull lay weather bouid last night, 
and to day it has been windier than ever But now, towards 
evening it has begun to abate a hittle, with a brightening sky, 
and sunshine now and agai, so we hope that there will really 
be a change for the better, Ifeie we, lie m a hollow in the 
snow, getling wetter and wetter, and thinking that it is June 
alieady, and everything looks beaut ful at home, while we 
have got no faither than this But it cannot be much lo iger 
before we aie there §=Oh itis too much to think of — If only 
I could be sue about the J+am/ If she anves before u., 
ah, what will those poo: waiting ones do ” 

At leng.h on Wednesday, Juae gid, we went or, but nov 
the west wind had duven the ive landwaids, so, that there 
was no longe: open sea to rvel south upon, and there was 
nothing for it but to go ove: the ice along the land. How- 
aN 


; " Jacksan, who saw it in the sping of 1895, called it May Chivabeth 
51 





The Jomney Southwards 303 


ever, the wind was from the north and we could put up a sail 
on our sledges, and thus get aloig pictly fast We still saw 
seveial waliuses on the ice, and there wete also some in the 
water thar were conunudlly putung then heads cp in the 
cracks and g untmg aftt: us The ice we were crossing here 
was remarkably thin and bad, and as we got farther south tt 
became even worse It was so weighed down w th the masses 
of snow that lay upon it, that there was water beneath the 
snow wherever we toned We had to make towards land as 
quickly as possible, as it looked still worse farther south By 
going on snowshoes, however, we kept fanly well on tie top 
of the siow, though often both sledge and snowshoes sank 
down into the water below, and stuck fast, and no little 
trouble would be spent m getting everything safely on to 
firme: ice again At last however, we got in under a high, 
perpendicular basaltic chiff,* which swarmed with auks This 
was the first ume we had scen these bnds in any great 
quantity ; hitheito we had only seen one on two singly We 
took it as a sign that we were approaching better known 
regis, Alo gside of it, to the south east theie was a small 
1ocky knoll, where numbers of fulmar (Procelaria glacialis) 
scemed to be breeding Our supply of food was now getting 
very low, and we had been hoping for a visit from some bea 
or other; but now that we needed them, they of couse kept 
away We then determined to shoot buds, but the auks flew 
too h gh, and all we got was a couple of fulmais As we just 
the 1 passed a herd of waltuses, we dete:mined to take some of 
th s despised food and we shot one of them, kill ng it on the 
spot At the report the others raised then heads a little, but 
oaly to let them fall again, and went on sleepng To get om 
piize skinned with these hiutes lying 1ound us was not to be 
thought of, and we must dive them into the water in some 
way or other. ‘This was no easy matter, hoyever, We went 





* Jicksons Cape Tisier.” 
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up to them, shouted aid ha looed, but they only looked at us 
jnaly, and cid not move Then we Art them with snowshoe 
staves; they aceame aigry and stinck the tisks into tag ice 
until the chips flew, but still would not move, At Itst how 
ever, by cont’ iu'ng to poke and heal, We diove the whole herd 
mto the water but it was not quick wok. In stately, d gmtied 
procession they diew back, ind shambled slowly off one afler 
tie other, to the waters edge Tere they again looked round 
at us, grimted discontentedly, and then plunged into the water 
one by one But while we were cutting up thew comrade, 
they kept coming up again in the cack beside us, giu iting 
and cieeping half up on to the ice, as if to demand an ex- 
planation of our conduct 

After having supplied ourselves with as much meat and 
blubber as we thought we needed for the moment, as well as 
a Quautity of blood, we p te red our tert close by aud bovled a 
good mess of blood ponndge, which consisted of a wonderful 
mixture of blood, powdered fish, Indian meal, and blubber, 
We still had a good wind, and sailed away memily with our 
sledges all night When we got to the promontoty to the 
south of us, we came to open water, which here ran right up 
to the edge of the glacier covered land ; and all we had to do 
was to launch our kayaks, and set off along by the glacier cliff 
ui open sea for the first tyme this year. It was strange to be 
using padd es again, and to see the water swarming with birds, 
auks, and littlé auks and kituwakes all round. The land was 
covered with glacier, the basaltic rock only projecting in one 
or two places. Theie wee moraines, too, in several places on 
the g'acets We wee not a little suprised, after go ng some 
way, when we discovered a flock of eider ducks on the wate. 
A Ittle later we saw two geese sitting on the shore, and felt 
as if we had come into qu te civilised 1egions again. After 
a couple of hous’ paddling our progress south was stopped 
by shore te, whlé the open water extended due west towards 
some land we had previously seen in that direction, but which 
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was now covercd by mist. We were very much in doubt as 
to which way to choose,*whether to go on m the open water 
westwards—winch must take us towards bpitzbergen—or to 
leave it and again take to our sledges oye: the smooth shore- 
ice to the south. Although the an was thick, and we could not 
see far, we felt convinced that by gomg over the ice we should 
at last reach open wate: on the soith side of these islands 
among which we were Perhaps we m ght these find a shorter 
route to Spitzbergen In the meantnve morning was far 
advanced (June 5th), and we pitched ow camp well pleased at 
having got so far south * 

As it was still so hazy the following day (Saturday, June 6th) 
that we could not see any moe of our surroundings than 
before, an 1s theie was a strong north wind, which would be 
inconvenient 1n clossing the open sea westwards, we determined 
on going southwards over the shoieice. We were once more 
able to use a sail on our sledges, and we got on better than 
ever We often went along without any exertion; we could 
staid on our snow shoes, each in front o° our sledge, holding 
the steering pole (a bamboo cane bound firmly to the stem ot 
the kayaks), and letting the wind carry us along In the gusts 
we ofven went along | ke feathers, at other times we had to pull 
alntle omselves. We made good progress, and kept on until 
fa. on into the migit, as we wanted to make as much use 
of the wnd as possible We crossed ight ove: the broad 
sound we had had in front of us, and dd not stop until we 
were able to pitch our camp by an island on its southern 
side . 

Next evening (Sunday, June 7th) we went on again still 
southwatds before the same noitherly wind, and we could sail 
well, We had hoped to be able to reich the land befoie we 
again pitched our camp, but it was further than we had 

-— 


* Tus was on Fhggont iside of Jacksons “Care Richthofen, the most 
northerly point which Jackso1 had reached car ter the same sping 
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thought, and at last, when moining (Monday, Jure 8th) was 
far advanced, we had to stop in tie m ddle of the ice ma 
fustous stam =‘I'2¢._ numerous islands among whtch we now 
weie, scemed more and more mysterious tous, I find 11 my 
jounl for that day ‘ Are continually discoveriig new island, 
on Jaids to the south = ‘Lhere 1s one gicat Jand of snow beyond 
us 11 the west, and it seems to extend southwaids a long way ” 
Tus snow land scemed to ts extre nely mysteitous, we had 
not yet discovered a single daik patch upon at, only snow aid 
ice everywheie = We hid no cleat 1c ca of its extent, as we had 
ut y catght glimpses of it now and then, when the mist lifted 
alttle Itscemed to be qute Icw, but we thought that it 
must be of a wider catent than any of tie lands we had 
hitheito tavelled along ‘To the cast we found island upor 
island, and souids and fjords the whole way along. We 
mapped it all as well as we could, but this did not help us to 
find out where we were, they seemed to be only a crowd of 
small islands, and every now and then a view of what we took 
to be the ocean to the east, o ened up between them 

The ice over wh ch we were now tavelling was remaikably 
different from that which we had had faither noith, near our 
winter hut , 1t was considerab y thinner and covered, too, with 
very thick snow, 60 that it was not i1 a good co dition for 
travelling over When, therefore, the following day (Tuesday, 
June gth) it also began to stick in lumps to our snowshoes and 
the sledge runneis, they both worked rathe: heavily ; but the 
wnd was still favomable, and we sailed along well notwith 
standing As we wefe sail ng full speed flying before the 
wind, and had almost i1eached the land, Johansen and his 
sledge suddenly sank down, aid it was with diftculty that he 
managed to back himself and his things against the wind and 
on to the fimerice As I was iush ng along, I saw thu the 
snow i fiont of ame had a suspiciously wet colom, and my 
snowshoes began to cut through; but fortunately I still had 
time to luff before any further misfortune occurred We had 
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to take down our sails, and make a long delot: westward , 
before we could continve om sail = Neat day, also, the snow 
c’ogged, bur the wind had freshened, and we sailed petter 
(han ever As the land to the east* now appeared to ticnd 
lo the south cast, we stecred for the southernmost pomt of a 
land to the south-west + It began to be mote and inote exciting 
We thought we must have coveicd about 14 miles that day, and 
reckoned that we must bein 80° 8’N_ at, andwestill had land 
in the south If it conttiued far 1: that dnection, it was 
ceilain that we could not be on Tiaw Josef Land (as 1 still 
thought might be the case); but we could not see far 1 ths 
hazy atmosphere, and then it wis remuk vble thet the corst on 
the east began taiun in an easterly duection I thought st 
m ght agree with Legh Sm tis map of Markham Sotnd. In 
that case we must have come south through a sound which 
neither he .or aye: could have seen, and ye wee theiefore 
not so far ort of our long tude afta all, Bul no! m our 
Journey southwaid we could not possibly have passed right 
across Payei s Dove Glacier and his var ous islands and lands 
without having seen them. There must still be a land father 
west of this between Fianz Josef Land and Spitzbergen ; 
Payer’s map could not he altogether wrong, I wanted to 
reach the land in the south west, but had to stop on the ice; it 
was too far, 

Our piovisions are getting low, we have a little meat for 
one moie day, but there 1s no 1 ving thing to Le seen, not a 
seal on the ice, and no open water aiywhere. Ilow log is 
this go ng on? If we do not soon teach open ser again, wheie 
there may he game to be had, things will not look very pleasant.’ 

©Tucsday, June 16th ‘Lhe last few days have been so 
eventful that there has been no time to wute. I must try to 
inake up for lost time this beautifnl morn 1g, whie the sin is 
peeping in under the tent, Tie sea hes bl gp and sh n ng out- 





* Tt proved aficrwards to te “ Tcoker Istind 
+ It proved to be *Northbiock Is and ? 
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side, and one can lie and fancy oneself at home on a June 
mot ung.’ . £ 

On Liday, Jure rath we suited agan at 4am with sails 
on ow sledges There had been fiogt, so the snow was im 
much better condition again. It had been very windy in the 
night, too so we hoped for a good day. On the preceding 
day it had cleared up so tht we could at last see d stinctly the 
lands around We now discovered that we must stcer in a 
mooie westerly direction than we had done dung the preceding 
days in oider to reach tl e south point of the land to the west 
The lands to the cast disappeaied eastwards, so we had said 
good bye to them the day before. We now saw, too, that 
there was a bioad sound im the land to the west,* and that it 
was one entue land, as we had taken it to be. The land north 
of this sound was now so far away, that I could only just see tt, 
In the meantime the wind had dropped a good deal; the 1ce, 
too, became more and moie uneven-—it was evident that we 
had come to the diiftice, aid it was much harder wok than 
we had expected. We could see by the air that there must be 
open water to the south, aid as we went on, we heard, to our 
joy, the sound of breakers. At 6am we stopped to rest a 
httle, and on going up cn toa hummock to take a Jongitude 
observation I saw the water not fai off. From a higher piece 
of glacier ice we could see it better. It extended towards the 
piomontory to the southwest. ven though the wind had 
become a little westerly ngw, we still hoped to be able to sail 
along the edge of the 1ce and determined to go to tre water oy 
the shortest way. We were quickly at the edge of the ice aid 
once more saw the blre water spread out belo e us We soor 
Jad ovr kayaks ished together, and the salt p, and put to rca 
Noi we e our hopes disappointed , we satled well all day long 
At t mes the wind was sc strong that we cut thiough the water, 
and the waves washed unpleasantly ova our kayaks, but we 





* The sound between Noith nook Isand and Bitce Islnd on the one 
side and I cter Hfead on Alexandra Land on the othe: side 
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got on, and we had to put up with being a httle wet We 
soon passed the point ve had been mak 1g fo1,* and here we 
saw that the land ran westwards, that the 2¢ge of the unbioken 
shore ice extended i the same d rection, and that we had 
water in fiont of us, In good spits, we sa led westwa ds along 
the margin of the ice. So we were at last at the south of the 
land in which we had been wander 1g for so long, and whe ¢ 
we had spent along winter, It sliuck me more than ever that, 
m spite of everything, this south cost would agree well with 
Leigh Smith’s map of Ira. Josef Laid and the cou try sur 
rounding their winter quarters , butthen I enembeied Payer’s 
map, and d smissed the thot ght. 

Jn the even ng we put ii to the edge of the ice, so as to 
stietch ow legs a little; they were stiff with sittng in the 
kayak all day, and we wanted to get a little view over the 
water to the west, by ascending a hummock, As we went 
ashore the question aiose as to how we should moor our 
precious vessel “Take one of the braces,” said Johansen, he 
was standing on the ice “But is it strong enough? “Yes,” 
he answercd; ‘TI have used it asa halya d on my sledge sail 
all the tine” ‘ Oh, well, 1t doesnt regine much to hold 
these light kayaks,” said I a little ashamed of having been 
so timid, and I mogied them with the halyard, which was 
a strap cut fiom a raw wahushide. We had been on the 
ice a little while, moving up and down close to the kayaks 
The wind had dropped considerably, and scemed to be more 
westerly, making it doubtful whether we could make use of it 
any longer, and we went up on to a hummock close by to 
ascertain this bette: As we stood there Johansen suddenly 
ciied: Isay! the kayaks ae aduft!’ We ran down as 
hatd as we could, They were already a little way out, and 
were difftng quickly off, the painte- had given way 
“Here, take my watch ” I said to Johansen, giviag it to 
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hon, and as quickly as possible I tkrew off some clothing, 
80 av to be anc .O sam mete eauly I did not dare to take 
everything off, as T nught so ersily get cramp, T sprang into 
the water, but the w nd was off the ice, and the hght kayaks, 
with then hgh ugging, gave it a good hold They were 
alieady well out, and were diifling rapidly =Thé water was 
scy cold, it was had work sw nn og with clothes o1, and 
the kaytks difted faitic: aid father, often quicker thar I 
could swim It secmed mote than doubtful wi ether I could 
manage it But all our hope was di fing thee, all we 
possessed was on bomd, we had not even a kmfe with us; 
and whether I got cranp and sank hae, o tuned back 
without the kayaks, it would come to pretty much the same 
thng, so I exetted myself to the utnost When I got tued 
I turned over and swam on my vack, aid then I could sce 
Johansen walking icstlessly up and down on the ice Poor 
Jad = He could not stand still, and thought it dreadful not 
to be able to do anythng Ue had not much hope that 
Tcould do it but it would not impiove matters in the least 
if he threw himself into tie water too Ile said afterwards 
that these weie the woist moments he had ever hved though, 
But when I turned over agan, and saw that I was nearer 
the kayaks, my couage ros3, and I 1edoubled my exeit’ons. 
I felt, however, that my linbs were gradually stiffemng and 
losing all feeling, and knew that in a shoat time I should not 
be able to move them Burt there was not far to go now, if 
I could only hold out a little longer, we should be saved and 
Iwent on ‘lhe strokes became more and mote feeble, but 
the d sta ice became shorter and shorter, aid I began to thik 
Lshould reach the kayaks At last I was able to stretch out 
my hand to the snowsioe, which lay acioss the sterns; 1 
grasped it, pulled myself in to the edge of the kayak and we 
were saved, I tried®to pul myself up, but the whole of my 
body was so stiff with cold, that this was an impossibility, For 
a moment I thought that after all it was too late: I was to get 
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so fat, but not be able to get in. After a ittle, however, I 
managed to swiig one “leg up on to the edge of the sledge 
which lay on the dec<, and im ths way managed to tum ae up 
There I sat, bet so st ff with cole that Toad difficulty in 
paddling. Nor was it ery to padde in the double vesse 

where I first had to tase o1¢ or two Strokes 01 one side, and 
tien step mto the othe: kayak to tike a few stiokes 01 tie other 
sde IfI bad beciad ec tusepa ale them, vid row moiewl e 
T towed the otha, t would have bee1e wy cio gh, bitT could 
not undettake that pece of work for I should have beer stiff 
before it was donc, the th ng to be done was to kecp warm by 
rowiig as haid ws Tcould [he cold had 1obbed my whole 
body of feeling, but whe1 the gusts of wind cume they seemed 
to go tight throug me as I stood thaue 11 my hin, wet woollen 
shirt, I shivered, my teeth chattered, and I was numb almost 
all over, but I cotld still use the paddle, and I should get 
waim when I got back on to the ice again, Two aks were 
lying close to the bow aid the thought of having auk for 
st pper was too tempting, we were want of Mod now, I got 
hold of my gun, aid shot them with one disciuge Johansen 
sad afterwards that he stuted at the icpoit, thinking some 
accident had happened, and could not undeistand what I was 
about out there, bit when he saw me paddk and pck Lp two 
birds he thought I had gone out of my mond Atlast I managed 
to reach the edge of the ice, but the cunent red dryer ime a 
long way fiom our landing place , Johansen came long the 
edge of the ice, jumped ito the hayak bes de me, rid we 
soon got back to om place. Iwas unden aly 2 gand deal 
exhausted and could baicly manage to criwl on land. I 
could scarcely stand, and while I shook and trembled all over 
Johansen had to pull off the wet thiigs I had on, put on the 
few diy ores I stall had im reserve, and spread the sicep ng bag 
out upon the ice I packed myself well int it and he covered 
me with the sail and everything he could fnd to keep out the 
cold air Thete I lay shiver ng for a long t ne, but gridually 
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the warmth began to rettin to my body, For some time 
longer, however, my feet had no moi8 feeling in them than 
seicles, for they had been pattly naked mm the water While 
Johansen put up the tent md prepaied supper, consisting of 
my two auks, I fell asleep, IIe let me sleep quietly, and 
when I awoke, supper had been ready for some time, and 
stood simmering over the fire Auk and hot soup so01 
effaced the last traces of my swim. During the night my 
clothes were hung out to diy, and the nest day were nealy all 
dry again. 

As the tidal cumrent was strong here and tie c was no wind 
for sailing, we had to wait for the tuin of the t de, so as not to 
have the current against us; and it was not until late the 
following evening that we went on again We paddled and 
got on well until towards morning (June rq4th), when we came 
to some great herds of walrus 01 the ice = Our supply of meat 
was exhausted but for some auks we had shot, and we had not 
many pieces of blubber left We would rather have had a 
bear, but as we had seen none lately, t¢ was perhaps best to 
supply ourselves here, We put in, and went up to one herd 
behind a hummock, We prefetred young ones, as they were 
much easier to manipulate: and there were several here 
I first shot one quite small, and then arotier ‘Lhe full 
grown animals started up at the first report, and looked 
iound, and at the second shot the whole heid began to go 
into the water. The moths, however, would not leave then 
dead young ones One sniffed at its young one, and pushed 
it, evidently unable to make out what was the matter ; it only 
saw the blood spurting froin its head. It cried and wailed 
hike a human being. At last, when the herd began to plunge 
in, the mother pushed ha young one before her towards the 
water. I now feared that I should lose my booty, and 1an 
forward to save it; bul she was too quick for me She took 
the young one by one fore leg, and disappeared with it hke 
lightning into the depths, The othe: mothe: did the same, I 
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haidly knew how it had all happened, and 1emained stand ng 
at the edge looking doWn afte: them. I thought the young 
ones must rise to the surface again, but there was nothing to 
be seen ; they had disappeated for good; the mothers must 
have taken them along way I then went towards another 
herd, wheie thete were also young o1¢s, and shot one of them, 
but, made wiser by expeiience, I shot the mother too It was 
a touch ng sight to see her bend oye: her dead young one 
before she was shot, and even in derth she lay holding it with 
one foreleg So now we had meat and blubber enough to last 
a Jong time, and meat, too, that was delicions for the side of 
young walrus tastes lice lon of mutto: ‘Lo this we added a 
dozen auks so ot Taide: was now well fuin shed with good 
food , and if we needed mote, the water was full of auks and 
other food, so there was no dearth 

The walruses here were innumerable. The herds that had 
been lying on the ice, and had now disappeated, were large , 
but there had been many more in the water outside. It seemed 
lo seethe with them on every side, great and small; and when 
I estimate their number to have beenat least 300, it 1s certainly 
not over the mark, 

At 1.30 the next morning (Monday, June 15th) we pro 
ceeded on ow way in beautifully calm weather As waliuses 
swaimed on all sides, we did not much like paddling singly, 
and for some distance lashed the kayaks togethe: ;_ for we knew 
how obtrusive these gentlemen could be. The day before they 
had come pretty near, popped up close beside my hayak, and 
several times followed us closely a long distance, but without 
doing us any harm. I was inclined to think 1t was curiosity, 
and that they weie not really dangeious ; but Johansen was 
not so sme ofthis He thought we had had experience to the 
contrary, and uiged that at any 1ate caution could do no harm, 
All day long we saw herds, that often followed us a long way, 
pressing in round the kayaks We kept close to the edge of 
the ice; and if any came too near, we put in, if possible, on an 
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ice foot * We also kept close togethe: o: beside one another. 
We paddled past one large herd on the ice, and could hear 
them a long way off lowing like cows 

We glided quickly 01 along the coast, but unfortuiately a 
mist hug over it, so that it was often impossible to deteamine 
wether they were channels or glaciers between the dark patches 
which we could just d’stiigtish upon it I wanted very much 
to hive scen a little more of this land = My susp cio1 that we 
weetithe ne ghbot thood of the Le gh S mith weiter qiate + 
had beco ne stronger than ever. Ow latitude, as also the 
d ection of the coast-line and the s tuahon of the islands and 
sounds, seemed to agrce fai too well to admit of the possils ty 
of amaginiig that another such group of islands could he im 
the short distance between Fans Josef Land aid Spitzbergen. 
Such a concidence would be altogether too remukable 
Moreover, we cat yht glimpses of land tn the fai west which m 
that case could not he far fiom North Last Laid Lut Payer’s 
map of the land noith of ths? Johansen maintained wita 
reason that Payer could not possibly have made such mistakes 
as we should in that case be obliged to assume 

“Towards moining we ro yed fo. some time without sceing 
aiy wahus, and now felt more secre Just then we saw a 
sohtary over pop up a little in font of us Johanscn, who 
was in fiont at the time, put into a sunken ledge of ice, and 
although I really thought that this was caution carried to 
excess I was on the point-of following his exaiiple I had 
not got so far, however, when suddenly the walrus shot tp 
hes de me, thew .tself 02 to tie edge of the Layak took oud 
farthe: over the deck with cone fore flipper, and as ul tied to 
upset me aimed a blow at the kayak with its tusks = T held on 
as tightly as possible, so as not to be upset ito the watet, aid 





° . 

* The ice foot 1s the part of a floe which often projects into the water 
under the suface Tt 15 for ned throw gh the thawiig of the uppe part of 
the ice in the sumime tune by the warner st fice layer of the sou 


The Jour rey Southwards ars 


stuck at the animals head with the paddle as hard as I could 
It took hold of the kayak once moe and tilted me up, so that 
tie deck was al nost unde water, then let go, and 1aised itself 
rght up I seicd my gun, but at tie same moment it turned 
round and disappeaied as quickly asit had come ‘Lhe whole 
thiig had happened in a moment, and I was just going to 
remark to Johansen that we were fortunate 11 escaping so casi 3 
fom that adventure, when I not ced that my legs werewet 1 
listened, and now heard the water duckling into the kayak under 
me ‘To turiandiun her m on to the sunken ledge of ice 
was the work of a moment, but I saik there ~The thog was 
to get out and on to the ice, the kayak all the time getting 
fuller. The edge of the 1ce was Ingh and Icose, but I managed 
to get up, and Johansen, by ulung the s nlung kayak over to 
sta how d, so that the leak came above the water, maiaged ta 
bring her to a place whete the tce was low cnough to admit of 
ovr caawing her up. All I possessed was floating about inside, 
-oaked though What I most regiet is that the water has got 
ito tie photograph co apparatus, and perhaps my precious 
photogiaphs ate rumed 

© So hee we he, with all out worldly goods spréad out to 
dry, and a kayak that must be mended befcre we can face the 
walius again, It 1s a good big rent that he has made at least 
sx inches long, but it 15 fortunate that it was no worse Low 
easily he night have wounded me in the thigh with that tuok 
ofhis Ard it would have fared Wl with 11e if we hid becn 
fat her out, and not just at such a convei tent place by the 
edge of che ice, Whee chace was a surken ledge ‘The 
sleeping bag was sovcng wel, we wrung t out as well as 
we could, tuned the han outside, and have spent a capital 
nght rat? 

O1 the cvening of the same day I wrote ‘ To day I have 
patched my kayak, aid we have gone overall the seams in 
roth kayaks with steaine, so now we hope we shall be able 
to go on in quite sound buats In the meantime the wahuses 
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ave lying outside stating at us with their gicat, round eyes, 
giunting and blowing, and now and“ then clambeiing up on 
the edge of the ice, as though they wanted to dive us away ” 
“Tuesday, Junc 231d 
To I sleep? do I dream? 
Do I wonder and doubt? 


Are thiigs what they seem? 
Or 1s visions thout?? 


What has happened? I can still scarcely giasp it. How 
incessant ale the vicissitudes mm this wander ng Tfel A few 
days ago swimnung in the water for dear life, attacked by 
wahus, living the savage life which I have lived fo. mote thar 
a year now, and sure of a Icng journey before us, over ice and 
sea, through unknown reg ons, before we should meet with 
other human beiigs a journey full of the same ups and 
downs, the same disappointments, that we have become so 
accustomed to and now hwving the hife of a civilised Luropean, 
stnrounded by everything that civilisation can afford of luxmy 
and good living, with abundance of wate: soap, towels, clean, 
soft woollen clothes, books, and everything that we have been 
sighing for all these weary montis 

“Tt was past midday on June 17th when I tuned out to 
prepare bieakfast I had been down to the edge of the ice 
to fetch salt water, had mad: up the fire, cut up the meat, and 
put it m the pot, and had already taken off one boot pre 
paiatory to creepmg into the bag agam, when I saw that the 
mist over the land had mnsen a little since the preceding day 
T thoagat it would be as wel to take the opportunity of having 
a look round, so I put on my boot again, and went up on to a 
hummock near to look at the land beyond A gentle breeze 
came from the land, beaiing with it a confused noise of 
thousands of bud voices from the mountain there, As I 
listened to these seunds of | fe and movement, watched flocks 
of auks flying to and fro above my head, and as my eye 
followed the hne of coast stopping at the dark, naked clifts, 
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glanciig at tie cold, icy plums and glhicicrs na laid whch I 
believed to be unscen by avy human eye and untiodden by 
ary human foot, reposing in aictic majesty behind its mnie of 
mist a sound suddenly reached my car, so like the barsing 
of a dog, that I staited It was only a couple of buks, bit 
it co ld not be anything else. I stiained my errs, but head 
no more, Yonly the same bubblng nose of thousaids of 
birds I must bave been mistaken afler al, it was only 
birds I had heard; and agun my eye passed fiom sound 
to island n the west ‘Then the suk ng came aga 1, first 
sngle batks then full cry, there was one deep bark, and 
one shaiper, there was no longer any room for doubt At 
that moment, I 1emembered hav ng heard two repoits the 
day before, which I thought sounded lke shots, but I had 
explained them away as noses in the ice — [ now sho ted ta 
Johansen that I heard dogs farthe: mland Johansen started 
up from the bag wheie he lay sleeping, and tumbled out of 
the tent. ‘Dogs?’ He could not qu te take it m, but had to 
get up and listen with h’s own eais, while I got breakfast 
ready He very much doubted the possibility of such a thing, 
yet fancied once o1 twice that he heaid something which might 
be taken for the baiking of dogs, but then it was diowned 
again in the b rd noises and, everything co 1s dered, he thought 
that what I had heard was nothing more than that TI said he 
m ght believe what he liked, but I meant to set off as quickly 
as possible, and was impat ent to get breakfast swallowed. 
I had empticd the last of the Indan meal imto the soup, 
feelng sure that “e sno id have far naceovs food enovga by 
the evening As we were ealiig, we dscussed who t cold 
be, whether ow cornttymen o: Cnglshnen If it was the 
English expedition to Trang Josef Land which bad been in 
contemplation when we stailed, what should we do?, ‘Oh! 
well just have to remain with the n a day oi 4wo,’ said Johaisen, 
‘and then we'll have to goon to Spitzberyen, else it will be too 
jong before we get home. We were quite agresd on th s point ; 
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but we would take cate to get some good prov ons for the 
yoyage out of them. While I wente, Joanse1 was to stay 
betind and mind the kayaks, sv that we sl oid itn no1s¢ of 
then dufting away w th the ice I got out my s1owshocs, glass 
and gun, and was icady. Before staitihg I went up once moie 
to liste 1, and look out a road icioss the uneven ice to the land, 
But there was not a sound like the barking of.dogs, only 
no sy auks, harsh toned little auks, and scicaming kittiwakes, 
Was it these, afte: all, that Thad head? I set oft in dovdt, 
Tien in front of me I saw the fresh tracks ofan animal ‘Lhcy 
could haidly have been made by a fox, for if they weie the 
foxes here must be bigger than any I had ever seen But 
dogs? Could a dog have been no more than a few hundred 
paces from us in the night yithout barking, or without our 
having heaid it? It seemed scarcely probable , but whatever 
it was, it could never have been a fox <A wolf, then? I went 
on, my mind full of strange thoughts, hovering between 
certamty and doubt. Was all our tor, were all our troubles, 
privations, and suffer ngs, to end here? It seemed incredible 
and yet-———~, Out of the shadowland of doubt, certainty wis 
at last beginning to dawn = Again the sound of a dog yelping 
reached my ear, more distirctly than ever, I saw more and 
more tracks which could b2 nothing but those of a dog. 
Among them were foxes’ tracks, and how small they looked 

A long time passed, and nothing was to be heard but the 
noise of the birds, Again arose doubt as to whether it was 
all an illusion Perhaps it was only a dream But then I 
remembered the dogs tracks, they, at any tate, were no 
deluson But if there were people hee, we could scaicely 
be on Gilles Land or a new land, as we had bel'eved all 
the winter We must, after a1, be upon the south side of 
Trang Josef Laid, and the susp cion I had had 1 few days 
ago Was coriect, namely, that we bad come south thou h 
an unknown sound and out between Tooke Islaxd and 
Noithbiook Island, and were now off the latter, in spte 
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of the impossib hty of reconciling our positon with Paycis 
map. a 

“Tt was witn a stringe mixture of fee"ings mat I made my 
way in towaids land among the numerous hummocks and 
mequaliies Suddenly I thought I heard a shout fiom a 
human voice, a stiange voice the first for thice years. ITow 
my heait beat aid the blood rushed to my bram, as Tran up 
on toa hummocy, and haltoocd with all the stiength of my 
lungs, Behind that one human voice 1 the midst of the icy 
descit, this one message fiom I fe stood home and she who 
was wait ng the e, and I saw noth y clse 1 T made my way 
between be gs ind ice 1dges. Soon I herd another srwut, 
and saw, loo, fiom an ice idge, a dak form moving amo ig 
the hummocc<s farther in Tt was a dog; out farther off came 
another figuie, and that was 1 man Who was it? Was it 
Jackson or one of his companions, o1 was it perhaps a fellow- 
countryman? We approached one another quic«ly , I waved 
my hat’ he did the same I heard him speak to the dog, and 
Ihstened It was Engl sh, and as I drew nearer I tho. ght I 
recognised Mr Jackson, whom I1emembcted once to have seen, 

“T raised my hat, we extended a hand to one anothei, with 
a hearty * How do you do?’ Above us a i1ocf of mist shut. 
ting out the world around, beneath om feet the rugged, packed 
duift ice, and in the backgiound a gi mpse of tie land all ce, 
glacier, and mist, Ov one side the civilised Luopeaiin an 
English check suit and h gh iubber water boots, well shaved, 
well groomed, binging w th hum a perfume of scented soap, 
perceptible to the wild man’s sharpened senses; on the other 
sde the wild man clad in doity 1ags, black w ti oil and soot, 
wthlong uicombed hai aid shaggy beard, bl-c< with smoke, 
with a face in which the natita fair complexion could not 
possibly be disccined through the thick layer of fat aid soot 
which a winters endcavouls with warm water, most, 1g5 © 1d 
at last a knife had sought in vain to remOve, No one sus- 
pected who he was or whence he came, 
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“Jackson. (Im immensely glad to see you.’ 
‘Thank you, I also’ 

‘Tlave youash phe e?’ 
“No, my ship is not here’ 

‘Flow may are there of you ?? 

“*T have one companion at the ice edge’? 

“As we talked we had begun to go in towards land I 
ook it for gtanted that hs had recognised me, o1 at any tate 
nderstood who it wis tiat was hidden behind tits sivage 
xtenor, not tunking that a total stranger would be recewved ' 
oheait ly. Stddenly he stopped looked me full in the face, 
nd said quickly — 

‘© Aron’t you Nansen ?? 

“Ves, Lam 

“ «By Jove! Iam glad to sce you 

“And he seized my hand and shook it again, while his 
hole face became one cnule of welcome, and delight at the 
neapected mecting beamed from his dak eyes 

“+ Where have you come ftom now?’ he asked 

I left the 77am in 84° .N lat, after having drifted for 
so years, and I reached the 86° 15 parallel, where we had to 
win and make for Tiarz Josef Land. We wete, however, 
bhiged to stop for the winter somewhele north heie, and ave 

Ow On oul 10ute to Spitzbergen’ c 

“«T congratulate you most heartily. You hase made a 
ood trip of it, and I am awfully glad to be the first person to 
Ongiatulate you on you: 1eturn’ 

“Qnce more he sewed my hand and shook it hemtily I 
ould not have been welcomed more warmly; that hands vke 
as more than 1 mere form Tn his hasp tahle Png sh a ines, 
e said at once thal he had ‘plenty of room? for us, and that 
e was expecting his sh p every day. By ‘plenty of 190m’ I 
hscovered after wards that he meant that there were still a few 
Quare feet on the floor of then hut that were not ocoupted at 
right by himself and hs sleeping companions But ‘heart 
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room makes house-room,’ and of the former there was no lack 
As soon as I could ges a word m, I ask>d how things were 
getting on at home, and he was able to give me the welcome 
intellsgence tist my w fe and child had ho h been in the best 
of health when he left*two years ago ‘Lhen came Notways 
turn, and Norwegian politics, but he knew nothing about 
that, and I took it as a sign that they must be all tight too. 
He now asked if we could not go out at oice and fetch 
Johansen and om belongings, but I thought that om kayaks 
would be too heavy fo. us to diag over this packed up ice 
alone, and that ifhe had men cnough it would certamly be 
better to send them out If we ony give Johansen notice by 
a salute fiom our guns, he would wait pat ently, so we each 
fired two shots We soon met seveial men. Mi, Armitage, 
the second 11 commaid, Mi Child, the photographer, and 
the doctor, Mi Koet 7 As they approached, Jackson gave 
them a sgn, and Je. ..om undets.aad who I«as; aed I was 
again welcomed heartily, We met yet others, the botamst, Mr. 
Tisher, Mr Burgess, and the inn, Blomqvist (his 1eal name 
was Melenius) Tisher his since told m2 that he at once 
thought it must be me when he saw a man out on the ice, but 
he quite gave up that idea when he met me, for he had seen 
me described as a fait man, and heie was a dark man, with 
black hair and beard When they were all there, Jackson said 
that I had reached 86° 15 N. Sat, and frcm seven powerful 
lungs I was given a triple British cheer, that echoed among 
the hummocks, Jackson immediately sent his men off to 
fetch sledges and go out to Johansen, whle we went on 
towards the house which I now thocght I could see on the 
shure, Jackson tow tad me that he had letters for we fiom 
home, and that both fast spring and this he had had them 
with him when he went north, on the chance of out mecting, 
We now found thit in Maich he must have been at no gieat 
distance south of ou: winter hut,* but had*to tum thee, as he 





* Ee had reached Crpe Richthofen, about 35 miles to the south of us 
VOL It. Y ° 
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was stopped by open wate , the same open water over which we 
had seen the dark atmosphere all théwinte:r. Only when we 
came up nearly to the houses did he inquire move part cularly 
about the Za and our dufting and I briefly told him our 
story He told me afterwa ds that from the time we met he 
had believed that the ship had been destioyed, and that we 
two were the only suivivors of the expedition, Ile thought 
he had seen a sad expression in my face when he fist asked 
about the ship, and was afaid of touching on the subject 
again, Indeed, he had even quietly warsed his men not to 
ask. It was only though a chance remark off mine that he 
found out his mistake, and began to inquire v’ ‘ye pat ticulagly 
about the Zam and the others. aan 

“Then we artived at the house alow Russian timber hut, 
lymg on a flat terrace, an old shove ling, beneath the mountain, 
and go feet above the sea It was stiriounded by a stable and 
four circular tent houses, m which stores wee kept. We 
entered a comfortable, waim nest in the midst of these 
desolate, wintry sunoundings, the 100f and walls covered 
with green cloth. On the walls hung photographs, etchings, 
photo lithogiaphs, and shelves everywhere, contaming books 
and instruments; under the 100f clothes and shoes hung 
drying, and from the little stove in the middle of the floor 
of this cosy room the warm coal fire shone out a hospitable 
welcome A strange feeling came over me as I seated myself 
ina comfortable char in these unwonted smioundings. At 
one stroke of changng fato, all responsibility, all troubles 
weie swept away fiom a miid that had been opmessed by 
them during three long years; I was ina safe haven, in the 
undst of the ice, and the longings of three yeais were lulled in 
the golden sunshine of the dawning day. My duty was 
done: my task was ended ; now I could rest, only rest and 
wait 

“A caiefully soldered tin packet was handed to me, it 
contamed letters fiom Norway. It was almost wath a trem- 
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bing hand and a beating heat that I opencd it; ard there 
were tidings, only good tidings, from home. A delightful feeling 
of peace settled upon the soul 

“Then dinnei was served, and how nice it was to have 
bread, butter, milk, sugai, coffee, and everytling that a year 
had taught us to do without and yet to long for. But the 
height of comfort was reached when we weie ble to throw off 
our dirty rags, have a warm bath and get rid of as much dut 
as was possible in one bout; but we only succeeded in becom 
ing anything hke tlean after sevetal days and many attempts. 
Then clean soft clothes from head to foot, hau cut, and the 
shaggy beatd shaved off, and the transformat on fiom savage to 
LTuropean was complete, and even more sudden than im the 
reverse direct on, How del ghtfully comfoitable 1t was to be 
able to put on one’s clothes without being made greasy, but 
most of all to be able to move without feeling them stick to 
the body with every movement, 

“Tt was not very long before Johansen and the otheis 
followed, with the kayaks and og thngs Johansen related 
how these waim heated Enghsnffen had given him and the 
Norwegian flag a hearty cheer when they came up and saw it 
waving bestde a ditty woollen shirt on a bambao tod which he 
had put up by my orders, so that I could find my way back to 
Inm. On the way hither they had not allowed him to touch 
the sledges he had only to walk beside them ike a passenge’, 
and he said that, of all the ways in which we had travelled over 
driftice, thts was without comparison the most comfortable 
Es reception 11 the hut “as scarcely .css hosp tavle than ™, 10, 
and he soon went though the same transfo mation that I 
had undeigone I no longe: recognize my comrade of the 
long winter night, and seach in vain for any trace of the 
tramp who wandered up and down that desolate shore, beneath 
the steep talus and the dark basalt cliff, outssde the low under- 
ground hut, The black, sooty troglodyte has vanished and 
im hus place sits a wellfayoured, healthy looking Curopean 
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ciuzen in a comfortable chair, puffing away at a short pipe or 
aciga, and with a book before himg doing his best to learn 
English. It seems to me that he gets fatter and fatler every 
day, with an almost alarming rapidity. It is indeed surpiising 
that we have both gained consideiably*in weight since we left 
the ram When I came heie, I myself weighed about 144 
stone, or neaily 22 lbs, more than I did when I left the Mam, 
while Johansen weighs over 11 stone 11 lbs, having guned a 
little more than 13 Ibs, This 1s the 1esult of a winter s feeding 
on nothing but bear’s meat and fat in an Arctic chimate, It 18 
not quite lke the expeiences of others im paiallel circum 
stances, 1t must be our laziiess that has done it And here 
we are living in peace and quietness, wailing for the ship fiom 
home and for what the future will bung us, while everything ip 
bemg done for us to make us foiget a winters ptivations, We 
could not have fallen into better hands, and it 1s impossible to 
desctibe the unequalled hospitality aid kindness we meet with 
on all hands, and the comfu t we feel Is it the years priva- 
io is and want of human society, 1s 1t common intelests, that 
so diaw us to these men in these desolate regions? I do not 
know, but we ate never tied of talking, and it seems as if we 
had known one another foi years, instead of haying met for 
the first time a few daystago ” 

‘Wednesday, June 231d It is now thiee years since we 
left home. As we sat at the dimnertable this evening, 
Hayward, the cook, came rushing m and said there was a 
bear outside, We went out, Jackson with his camera and IT 
with my nfle, We saw the head of the beat above the cdge 
of the shore , 1t was smffing the air in the direction of the hut, 
while a couple of dogs stoad at a respectful distance and buked, 
As we approached, it-came right up over the edge to us, 
stopped, showed its teeth, and h ssed, then turned rotnd and 
went slowly back down towaids the shore, ‘To linda it 
enough for JackSo1 to get nea and photog aph it, I seat a 
bullet into its h nd qta crs as it disaapeated over the edge 
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Th’s helped, and a ball in the left shoulder etill mote Sur 
rourded by a fey dogs “pox medeastand Tae cogs grew 
bolde1, and a couple of shots 11 the muzzle from Jaccson’s 
revolyer made the bear, qute furous. It sprang fist 1 one 
dog, ‘ Mstre,’ caught hold of it by the back and flung it a 
good way out over the ice, then sprang at the other, seizing it 
by one paw and teating one toe badly. It then fo.nd 1n old 
tn box, bit it flat,and flung ¢ far away It was wild witt fury, 
bit a ball beh 1d the ear ended its suffer ngs It was ashe bear, 
w th milk m the breast , but there was no s‘gn of any embryo, 
and no young one was discove ed in tie ne ghhourhood 
‘Sunday, July 15th, This evening when Jackson aid the 
doctor were up on the mountain shoot ng auks, the dogs 
begah to make a tremendous row (especaly the bear dog 
‘Nurrod,’ wh ch 1s chuned vutsde the doot), ind nowled and 
whined ina suspic ous manner. Armitage went out, coming 
back a1 ttle while after and ask’ng if I cared to shoot a bear, 
Taccompamed him, with my1 fle and camera The bear had 
taken fight to a little hummock out on the te south of the 
house, and was ly ng at full length on the top of it, with 
‘Mistre’ and a couple of puppies round t, standing at a little 
distance and batk ng persistently As we approached it fled 
over the ice, the range was long, but never heless, we sent a 
few shots after it, thiik ng we might perhaps retird its progress 
W th one of these I was fortunate enough to hit it in the hind- 
quarters, and it now fled to a new icc hill, Tere Iwas able 
to gel neare tot = Tt was evidently very much enraged, and 
when I came tinder the hummoc’e whete it stood, it siowed 11s 
teeth and hissed at me, and 1epeatedly give s gns of wanting to 
jump down on to the top of me, On these occisions I rapidly 
got ready my tifle instead of the camera ‘It scraped away the 
loose snow from undei tts feet to get a better footing for the 
leap which, however, it never took ; and I re-exchanged my rifle 
for my camera, In the meantime, Jackson had arnved with 
his camera, on the other side; and when we had taken all the 
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photogiaphs we, wanted, we shot the bea, It was an un 
usually lage she bea.” < 

One of the fist things we did when we came to M.. 
Jachson’s station was of course to make a close compauson of 
our watches with his chionometer; and Mr Armitage was also 
kind enough to take careful time observations for me. It now 
appears that we had not bee1so far out after all We had put our 
watches about 26 minutes wiong, making a difference of about 
6}° in longitude A protracted comparison undertaken by 
Mr Armitage also showed that the escapement of our watches 
was very neatly what we had assumed With the help of this 
information, I was now enabled to work out our longitude 
observations pretty correctly ; and one of the first tasks I hera 
set about, now that we once more had access to paper, writing 
and drawing matenals and all that we had longed for so much 
during the winter, was tu prepare a sketch map of Tiana Josef 
Land, as our obseivat ons led me to conclude that it must 
actually be Mr. Jackson very k ndly allowed me to consult 
the map he had made of that part of the land which he had 
explored ‘This enabled me to dispense with the labour’ of 
reckoning out my own observations in these localities, Further 
more, I have to thank Mr Jackson for aid in every possible 
way, with navigation tables, Nautical Almanack,* scales, and 
all sorts of drawing material. 

It is by a comparison of Payer’s map, Jackson’s map, and 
my own observations, that I have made out the sketch-map 
here reproduced. I haye altered Payer’s and Jacksons map 
only at places where my observations differ essentially fiom 
theirs I make no pretence to give more than a provisional 
sketch ; I had not even time to work out my own observations 
yuith absolute accuracy. When this has been done, and if I can 
gain access to all Payer’s material, no doubt a considerably more 








. 


* We had not any Nautical Atmanack for 1896, and had hutherto used 
the al nanack for the previous year 
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trustworthy map can be produced, The only importance 
which I claim for thé accompinying map 1s that it shows 
roughly how what we have hiheico cared Trang Jose Tand is 
cut up into innumerable small islands, without any continous | 
and extensive mass of land. Much of Payeis map I found to 
coincide well enough with our obseivations But the emgma 
over which we had pondered the whole winter still remained 
unsolved. Where were Dove Glacier and the whole naithern 
part of Wilezck Land? Where were the islands which Payer 
had named Braun Island, Hoffmann Islaid, and Ticeden 
Island? The last m’ght no doubt be identified with the 
southermost island of Hv dtenlaid (Wh te Tand), but the 
others had completely disappeared. I pondered for a long 
time over the question how such a mistake could have ciept 
into a map by such a man as Payei an experienced topo- 
grapher whose maps, as a rule, bear the stamp of great 
accuracy and cate, and a Polar traveller for whose ability I have 
always entertained a high respect, I examined his account 
.of his voyage, and there I found that he eapressly mentions 
that during the time he was coasting along this Dove Glacier 
he had a great deal of fog, which quite concealed the land 

ahead. But one day (it was Apul 7th, 1874) he says*; 
“At this latitude (81° 23) it seemed as if Wilczek Land 
suddenly terminated, but when the sun scattered the driving 

mists we saw the glittering ranges of ils enormous glaciers— 

the Dove Glacicts shining down on us. Towards the nouth- 

east we could trace land trending to a cape lying in the giey 
distance: Cape Buda-Pesth, as it was afterwaids called. The 
prospect thus opened to us of a yast glacier land conflicted 
with the geneal impression we had formed of the :esembiance 

between the newly discovered 1egion and Spitzbeigen; for 

glaciers of such extraordinary magnitude presuppose the exist 

ence of a country stretching far into the igterior.” 





* New Lands within the Arctec Circle, By J Payer, Vol. Il, p 12g. 
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I have ofter thought ova: (lus description, and I camot 
fnd in Payen’s book any o her mformat on thal throws ght 
upo1 the mystery, Although, according to ths, it would 
appeu as if they had had clear weathcr that day, there must, 
neveitheless, have been fog banks lying over FHvidtenlard, 
uniting it with Wilczek Land to the south and stretching 
northwards towards Crown Prince Rudolf Ind = ‘The sun 
shining on these fog banks must have glittered 50 that they 
were taken for glaciers along a contintous coast. I can all 
the more easily understand this mistake as I° was myself on 
the point of falling mto it As before related, if the weather 
had not cleared on the evening of June rith, enabling us to 
discern the sound between Northbrook Islaad and Peter 
Head (Alexandra Land), we should haye remained under 
the impress.on that ye had bere continuovs lard, and sho, 'd 
have represented t as such 11 mapping thie reg on, 

Mr Jackson and I frequently discussed the nam’‘ng of the 
lands we had explored, I asked him whether he would object 
to my nam ng the land on which I had wintered “ Frederick 
Jackson’s Island,” as a smal token of our gratitude for the 
hospitality he had shown us. We had made the discovery 
that this island was sepatated by sounds from the land farther 
noith, which Payer had named Karl Alexander Land Tor 
the rest, I refrained, from giving names to any of the places 
whic1 Jackson had seen before I saw them. 

The country around Cape Floa proved to be very interest 
ing from the geological porit of view, and as often as time 
perm tted I mvestigated its stiuctuc cither alu cor ie 
frequently in company with the doctor and geologist of t @ 
English exped tion, Dr. Kcethtz Many an mterestiig ex- 
cursion did we make toge her up and down those steep 
moraines sn scaich of fossls, which in certain places we 
found in great numbers, Jt appeared that from the sea- 
level up to a height of about s00 or 600 feet the land 
consisted of a soft clay mixed with lumps of a red brown clay 
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sandsto ie, in which lumps the fossils cheflyabornded Bt 
the earth was so overstrewn with loose stones which had rolled 
down from the basalt walls above, that it was difficult'to reac. 
it For a Jong tme I maintained that all tvs clay wis on yo 
comparatively late strand foumation ; but tie doctor was inde- 
fatigable in his efforts to convi ice me that it really was an od 
and vey extensive formit 0, st etching right under the super- 
imposed basalt. At last I had to yield, when we arrived at tre 
topmost stratum of the clay, and I saw 1t actually gomg under 
the basalt, and found some shal ower stiata o” basalt lover down 
m the clay, An exam mt on of the fossils, which consisted for 
the most part of ammon tes and bele umites convinced me that 
the whole of this clay formition must date from tle Jurassic 
period, At several places Dr. Koetl tz had found thin strata of 
coal in the clay Petiified wood was also of common occu 

rence, But over the clay formation lay a mighty bed of basalt 
600 ot 700 feet in height, which was certainly not the least 
interesting feature of the country. It was dist nguished by its 
coarse grained structure from the majority of typical basalts 

and seemed to be closely 1elated to those which are found in 
Sp tzbeigen and North Last Land* The basalt, however, 
seems to vary a good deal in appearance here in Franz Josef 
Land, That which we found faither north for example, at 
Cape M‘Chntock and on Goose Island-—was considerably moe 
coarse giained than that wh'ch we found here The s tuation 
of the lisalt here on Northbiook Island and the smwround- 
ing islands was also very different from that whici we had 
observed farther porth It is bere met wth, asa ile, only 
at a height of s00 01 Goo fect above the sea, wh le on the 
more noitherly islands from- 81° northwards it reached 
right to the shoe, ‘Thus it dropped in an almost perpen- 
dicular wall straight into the sea at Jackson’s Cape T'sher, in 
81°, It was the same at Cape M‘Clintock, t our winter cabin 





* Where they are generally called diabases. 
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at the headland of columnar basalt where we passed the night 
of August 25th, 1895, at Cape Clemenfs Markham, and at the 
sharp poiat of rock where we landed on the mght between 
August 16th and 17th, Ile stiuctme seemed to be similar, 
too, so far as we had seen, on the south side of Crawn Punce 
Rudolfs Land Wherever we had been to the northward I 
had kept a shaip look out for strata whose fossils could give 
us any information as to the geological age of this country, 
Accoiding to what I here found at Cape Flora, it appeared as 
ifa great part, at least, of this basalt dated from the Jurass c 
period, as it lay immediately above, and was partly inter mxed 
with, strata of this age. Moreover, on the top of the basalt, 
as will presently appear, vegetable fossils were found dating 
from the later part of the Jurassic peiiod. It thus seems as 
though Tianz Josef Land weie of a comparatively old forma. 
tion, All these horizontal sata of basalt, stretching over all 
the islands at about the same he ght, sccm to indicate that 
there was once a continuous mass of land here, which m the 
course of time, being exposed to various disintegrating foices 
such as frost, damp, snow, glaciers, and the sea, has been 
split up and worn away, aid has in part disappeared under 
the sea, so that now only scattered islands and rocks remazn, 
separated from each other by fjords and sounds. As these 
formations bear a certain resemblance to what has been found 
in several places in Spitzbergen and North East Land, we may 
plausibly assume that these two gioups of islands originally 
belonged to the same mass of land It would, therefore, be 
interestiig to invesligate the as yet unknown tegion which 
separates them, the region which we should have had to 
traveise had we not fallen in with Jackson and his exped tion, 
There is doubtless much that 1s new, and especially many new 
islands, to be found in this strait—~possibly a continuous series 
of islands, so that there may be some diificulty in determming 
where the one archipelago ends and the other begins, The 
investigation of this region is a problem of no small scientific 
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importance, which we may hope that the Jackson Haimswoith 
Expedition will succeed in solving. 

Low far the Franz Josef Land archipelago stretches towards 
the noith cannot as yet be determined with certainty Accord- 
ing to our experience, mdeed it world scem improbable that 
there 1s land of any grcat extent in that dnection It 1s tue 
that Payer, when he was upon Crown Pince Rudolfs Land, 
saw Petermann’s Land and Oscars Land, the fist to the 
notth and the second to the west; but that Pctermanns 
Land, at any 1ate, cannot be of any size, seems to be proved 
by our observations, since we saw no Jand at all as we came 
southwards a good way east of tt, and the ice seemed to dnift 
to the westwaid practically un mpeded when ye were in its 
latitude. That King Oscars Land also cannot be of any 
great extent seems to me ev dent fiom what we saw in the 
course of the winter and spring, as the wind swept the ice 
unhindered away fiom the land, so that there can scarcely be 
any extensive and continuous mass of land to the north or 
north west to keep it back, 

It 1s, perhaps, even more difficult to determine how far the 
Franz Josef Land archipelago stretches to the eastward 
Trom all we saw, I should judge that Wuczek Land cannot be 
of any great extent, but there may neveithcless be new islands 
further to the east This seems piobable indeed from the 
fact that in June and July 1895, we remaiied almost motion 
Jess at about 82° 5’ N. lat, in spite of a long continuance of 
northerly winds; whence it scemed, that there must be a 
strech of land soith of us obstruct.ag, lke a long wall, the 
further duit of the ice to the southward. Tut it is useless to 
discuss this question minulcly here, as it, too, will doubtless be 
answered authoritatively by the English expadition 

Another feature of Notthbrook Islind which greatly inter- 
ested me was the evidence it presented of changes in the level 
ofthe sea. I have alieady mentioned that Jackson’s hut lay 
on an old stiand Ime or terrace about from 40 to so feet high, 
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but there were also several other strand mes, both lower and 
hgher This T foind that T eigh Smith, whaalea had wintered 
on this headland, had built his hut upon an old strand line 
17 feet above the sea level, while at other plices I found 
strand ] 1¢s at a height of 80 feet. I had already not ced sued 
sttand I nes at d ferent elevations when I first arrived in tie 
previous autumn at the more northern part of this reg on (for 
example, on Torup’seIsland). Indeed we had 1 ved all the 
winter on stich a terrace, 

Jackson had found whales’ skeletons at several places about 
Cape Tlora Close to his hut, for instance, at a height of 
so feet, there Ind the skul of a whale, a dadena, possib y a 
Greenland whale (Za/ena mystcetus?), At a pont fa ther 
north there lay fragments of a whole skeleton probably of the 
sarre species. ‘The tnderyww vas 18 feet 3 .nches lovg, but 
these bones lay at an elevation of not move than 9 feet above 
the present sea level. Iaso found other mdications that the 
sea must at a comparatively recent per od have usen above 
these low strand terraces, Tor instance, they were at mary 
points strewn with mussel shells ‘This land, then, seems to 
have been subjected to changes of level analogous to those 
which have occurred in other northern countiies, of wotci, as 
above mentioned, I had also seen indications on the north 
coast of Asia 

One day when Mr. Jackson and Dr. Koetl tz were out on 
an excursion together they found on a “ nunatak,” or spur of 
iock, projecting above a glac er on tie noith side of Cape 
Tlora, twy p'aces wi ca were strewn with: vegetavle fossus 
This discovery of course, aroused my keenest terest, and on 
July the r7th Dr Koetl tz and I set ont for the spot together, 
The spur of rock consisted entirely of basalt, at some points 
showing a marked columnar structure, and projected in the 
middle of the glacies, at a height which I estimated at 600 or 
yoo feet above the sea. Unfartunately there was no time to 
measure its eleyation exactly, At two points on the surface of 
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the basalt thee was a layer consisting of innumerable frag- 
iments of sandstone, Tn almost every ore of these impressions 
were lo be found for the most part of the needles and leaves 
of pine trees, but also of small fein-leaves We picked up as 
many of these tieasuies as we could cary, and returned that 
evening heavily Jaden and in high contentment On a snow- 
shoe excursion, some days later, Johansen also chanced unwit- 
tingly upon the same place, and gathered fossils, which he 
brought to me. Smce my retum home, this collection of 
vegetable fossils has been examined by Piofesso: Nathoist, and 
it appears that Mr Jachson and Dr Kooethts have here made 
an extremely interesting find 


Professor Nathorst wiites to me as follows “In spite of 
their very fragmenta y coidttion the vegetable fossils biought 
home by you ac of gteat 1 terest, as they give us oui fist 
might into the plait would in 1egiois noth of the eighuielr 
degree of latitude dusing the latter part of the jurassic period 
The most common are leaves of a firtree (pevus) which 
resembles the p:nus Mordenshioldi (H.ce1) fourd in the jurassic 
stata of Spitzbergen, Cast Sibea, and Japan, but which 
probably belongs to a d fferent species ‘There occur also 
narrower leaves of another species, and furthermoe male 
flowers and fiagments of a pine cone* with several seeds, 
one of which suggests the pimus Maahtana (IIcer)"from the 
jurassic strata of Sibena. Among tiaces of other p ne trecs 
may be mentioned those of a bioad leaved fexifes resembling 
taxiles gramineus (Icer) specially found in the jurassic stata 
of Spitzbergen and Stberi, which has faves of about the same 
size as those of the Cephalotaxus fortunet at present eaisting 
in China and Japan. It 1s interesting, tco, to find 1emams of 
the genus Zéddema, which has as yet been fotnd only in the 


+ 

* Le gi Sn th hid ready brought back fron Spitzbergen a fos cone, 

wheh Ca thers chisstfied a° a panies 3 but he regudcd it as belcng 1g to 
the boro t of he ereliceots sys em 
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Tolar iegions It was first discovered by Nordenskiold in the 
teitimy strata neu Cape Staratschin of Spitabeigen, in 1868, 
and was described by IIcer under the name of Zore//ia, It 
was subsequently found by Teilden in the tettiry strata at 
Discovery Bay, mn G1 nnell Land, duing the Cighsh Polar 
Expedition of 1875 76, and Heer now changed the geneuc 
nane to /eildenza, as Torellra had already been employed as 
the name ofa mussel This species has since been found by 
me in 1882 in the upper jmassic strata of Spitzbergen The 
leaves remind one of the leaves of the sub species nagera of 
the existing genus podocarpus 

“The finest specimens of the whole collection are the leayes 
of a small givkgo,,of which one is complete Ths genus, with 
plun like seeds and with leaves which, unlike those of other 
pine trees, have a real leaf blade, 1s found at present, in one 
single species only, 11 Japan, but existed m former times in 
numerous forms and in many iegions Dunng the jurass c 
period it flourished espec’ally in Cast Siberia, and has also 
been found on Spitzbergen, n Last Greenland (at Scoresby 
Sound}, and at many places in Europe, ete. During the 
cietaceous and the tertiary peiods it was still found on the 
west coast of Greenland at 7o° N. lat The leaf here 1epio- 
duced belongs to a new species which might be called ginko 
polaris, and which is most closely related to the g, fadellata 
(Heer) from the jurassic stra a of Siberia, It bears a certain 
habitual resemblance to gi#go digitata (Lindley and Hutton), 
patticularly as found in the brown jurassic strata of Englaxd 
and Spitzbeigen, but its leaves aie considerably smaller. 
Besides this spec’es, one or two others may also occur 11 
this collect on, as well as fragments of the leaves of the ge ius 
esekanowshia, related to the ginkgo family, but with narow 
leaf blades resembling pine needles. 

“Terns are very,scantily represented Such fragments as 
there aie belong to four diffcrent types; but the species can 
scaicely be determined. Ons fragment belongs to the ge us 
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cladophiebis, common 1n jurassic strata; another suggests the 
thy» sopterts, found in th® jurassic strata of ast Sizer a and of 
England, a third suggests the oxychtopsés characteust c of the 
per jurassic stata, The fomth, again, seems to be closely 
related to the asplenitim (Petruschinense), which Weer has 
desenbed, found m the Siberian jurassic strata - The specimen 
is remarkable from the fact that the epidermis cells of the leaf 
have left a clear impression on the 1ock, 

With its wealth of pine leaves, 1ts pover y of ferns and its 
lack of gycadea, this Vranz Josef Land flora has somewhat the 
same character as that of the upper jurassic flo a of Spitz 2ergen, 
although the species are somewhat different, Like tie Sypitz- 
bergen flora, it does not indicate a particularly genial climate, 
although doubtless enormously moie so than that of the 
present day, The deposits must dowbtless have occurred m 
the neighbourhood of a pine forest So far as the specimens 
enable one to judge, the flota seems to be ong rather to the 
upper (white) jurassic system than to the middle (biown) 
system ” 


Tt was unden ably a sudden transition to come straight 
flom our long imeit life in our winter lair, were one’s scientific 
interests found little enough stimulus, nght into the midst of 
this scientific oasis, where there was plenty of oppoitumty for 
work, where books and all necessary apparatus were at hand, 
and where one could employ o1¢’s leisure moments in dis- 
cussing wth men of similar tastes all sols of sc entific 
questions connected wth the Arcte zone Tn the dotanist 
of the expedition, Mr Ifany Fisher, I founia man ful of the 
waimest interest in the fauna and floia of the Pola 1¢g ons, 
and the exhaustive invest gatons which hs 1esidence here 
has enabled him to make into the plant hfe and anmal life 
(especially the forme) of the locibty, both by sea and land, 
will ceitainly augment in a most valuable degree our know- 
ledge of its biological conditions. I shall not easily forget the 
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many pleasant talks in wuch he communicated to me his 
discoveries and obseivations, They were all eagerly absorbed 
by a unud long deprived of stch sustenauce, I feit like a 
piece of parched sol drinking in rain afier a diought of a 
whole j ear, - 

But other diveisions were also available If my brain grew 
fatigued with unwonted labour, I could set off with Jackson for 
the tog of the moraime to shoot auks, which swatmed under the 
basalt walls. ‘They .oosted in hundieds and hundreds 01 the 
shelves and ledges above us; at other places the kittiwakes 
brooded on their nests. It was a 1efieshing scene of life and 
activity. As we stood up there at a height of soo feet, and 
could look far out over the sea, the auks flew in swaims back- 
ward and forwards ove: our heads, and every now and then 
we would knoc< ovet one ot two as they passed. Every tinea 
gun was ited, te epoit ernoed tmough al tie locky celts, 
aid thousands of lids flew shi c cing down fom the ledges. 
Tt seemed as thoi gh a blast of wind had swept a great dust 
cloud down fiom the crest above; but little by little they 
returned to their nests, many of them meanwhile falling to our 
guns Jackson had here a capital lard, and he made ample 
use of it Almost every day he was up under the rock 
shooting auks, which formed a daily dish at dinnex. In the 
autumn great stores of them were laid m to last through the 
winter At other times Jackson and Blomqvist would go up 
and gather eggs. ‘They dragged a ladder up with them, and 
by its aid Jackson clambered up the peipendicular cliffs 
This egg hunting among the loose basalt cliffs where the 
stones were peipetually slipping away from under one, ap- 
peaied to me such dare devil work that I was chary of taking 
part init Tar be wt from me to deny, however, that the eggs 
made delicious eating whe her we had them soft boiled for 
breakfast, ot made nto pancakes for dinner. It was remark 
able how nae Thad got out of taming for cli nbiig in 
precip tous places“ I well remember that the frst time I went 
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up the moia‘ne with Jackson, I had to stop and tike breath 
every hundied paces or so This was no doubt, due to oit 
long inactivity ; perhaps, too, I had becom? somewhit anzem ¢ 
during the w nter in om Jai, But thee wes more than that ‘n 
it; the very height and steepness made me uneasy , I was in 
clined to turn d zzy, and had great difficulty in coming down 
again, prefetring, if poss ble, simply to sit down and slile After 
a while ths passed off a] tie, and I became more accustomed 
to the heights agam I also became less siort winded, and at 
last I could climb almost hke a norma) human being: 

In the meantime the days wore on, and sti!l we saw nothing 
of the Windward Johansen and I began to get a little im 
palient We discussed the poss biity tiat the shp might 
not make its way though the ice, and that we should have to 
w'nter here after al, Ths dea «1s not par.cdlarly attiact ve 
tous to he so near home and yct not to rerch home We 
regietted that we had not at once pushed on for Sp tebeigen; 
perhaps we should by thts time have reache1 the much talked 
of sloop, When we came to think of it, why on caith had we 
stopped here? That was cas ly expained. These people were 
so kind and hospitable to us that it would have been more than 
Spaitar had we been able to resist their amiability, And then 
we had gone through a good deal before w2 arrived, and here 
was a warm cosy nest, where we had noth 1g to do bit to sit 
down and wait Waiting, howeve , 5 not always the easiest 
of work, and we began sciously to think of setting off again 
for Spitzberge: But had we not delayed too long? It was 
the m.dde of July, and alt»oegi we ssoe d probably get on 
quickly enough, we might meet with unexpected impediments, 
and it nught take us a month o: move to each the waters m 
which we could lope to find a ship That would bring us to 
the middle or peihaps to tie end of August, by which time 
the slodps had begun to make for home lf we did not come 
across one at once, when we got into September it would be 
d fficult enough to get hold of one, and then we should per- 
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haps be in foi another winter of it afte all No, it was best 
to remain here, for there was every chance that the ship would 
make its appearance. The best teme for navigating these 
waters is August and the beg nniig of, September, when there 
is geneially the least ice We must trust to that, and let the 
time pass as best it might There were others than we who 
waited impatiently fo. the ship Tour members of the T.aglish 
expedition were also to go home in her, afte: two yeais’ 
absence 
, “Monday, July 2oth, We begin to get more and more 
impatient for the autval of the vessel, but the ice 1s still 
tolerally thick here Jackson says that she should have 
been here by the middle of June, and thinks that there has, 
several times, been sufficient y open water for her to have got 
through; but Ihave my doubts about that Thoagh only a 
httle scattered 1ce is to be seen here, even from a height of 
500 feet, that does not mear much; there may be more ice 
farthe: south blocking the way, One day Jackson and the 
doctor were on the top of tle mountain here, and fiom that 
point, too, there scemed to be very little 1ce im the south; 
but Iam not convinced any the more I think all experience 
goes to show that there must st ll be plenty of ice m the sea 
to the south, What Mi Jackson says about the Windward 
having been able to get through as ealy as July last year 
without needing to touch the ice, adding that then, too, there 
was no ice to be seen from heie, I do not find at all conclu 
sive During the last few days move ice has again come 
dufaug im fiom the east I long to get away What af we 
are shut in here all the winter? Then we shall have done 
wrong 1m stopping here Why did we not co itinue our jou ney 
to Spitezbergen? We should have been at home by now ‘Lhe 
eye wanders out over the boundless white plan Not one 
dark stieak of wat€r—ice, ice shut out fiom the would, from 
the throbbing 1 fe, the life that we believed to be so near. 

* Low down on the horizon tiere 1s a stip of blue giey 
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cloud Fai, far away beyond the ice theie is open water, and 
peihaps there, rocked on long swell ng bi lows fiom the great 
ocean, lies the vessel which 1s to bear us to the familiar shores, 
the vessel which brings tidings hom home, and from those we 
love. 

“Dieam, dream ofhome and beauty Stray bird, hace among 
the ice and snow, you wll seck for them allin yun = Dieam 
the golden dream of futme1e union ” 

“Tuesday, July 21st, ave at last gota good wind from 
the north which is sending the ice out to sea There 1s 
nothing but open sea to be secn this evening; now perhaps 
there 1s hope of soon seeing the vessel ’ 

“ Wednesday, July 22nd. Contmual changes and continual 
disappointments Yesterday hope was stiong , to day the wind 
has changed to the south east, and driyen the ice in again. We 
may still have to wait a long time.” 

“ Sunday, July 26th. The vessel has come at last I was 
awakened this morning by feeling some one pull my legs Tt 
was Jackson, who, with beaming countenance, anrounced that 
the ladward bad come I jumped up and looked out of the 
window, ‘There she was just beyond the edge of the ice, 
steaming slowly in to find an anchoage Wonderful to sce 
a ship again! How high the ngging seemed, and the hull 
Tt was like an ssland. = “Lhere would be tudings on board from 
the gieat world fai beyond” 

There was a geneial st1 = Tvery man was up, auayed in the 
most wonderful costumes, to gaze out of the windov. Jackson 
and Blomqvist rushed off as soon as they had got on their 
clothes, As I scaicely had anything to do 01 board at present 
I went to bed again lout it was not long before Blomqvist came 
panting back, sent by the thoughtful Jackson, to say that all 
was well at home, and that nothing had been head of the 
Fram This was the fist thing Jackson had asked about. I 
felt my heat as light as a feather, He said, too, that when 
Jackson had told the men who had come to meet him on the 
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ce about us and om journey, they had, greeted the intclligen e 
yw th three hearty cheers, 

Thad hardlyslept two hous that night, and not much more the 
night betoie I tred to sleep, but there was no rest to behad, 
Tm ght just as well dress and go on boad. As I drew 1¢n 
the vessel, I was g ected with r ngiig cheeis by the whole ¢ «wn 
gathered on the deck, where I was heart ly received hy tre 
excellent Captain Brow1, conuander of the [indiward oy 
Dr. Bruce, and Mr Witon, who weie both to w nter w th 
Jackson, and by the ships company. We went below tito 
the roomy, snug cabin, and all kinds of news were eagerly 
swallowed by listening ears, while an excellent brerkfast w th 
fresh potatoes and other dehcacies gl’ded down past a palate 
which needed tess than that tc satisty it ~=‘Thete were 1e naik- 
able prees of news ndecd One of the fist was that now 
they could photog aph} cople though doors several inches thick, 
I cowfess I pi'ched up my evs at th’s irfornator That 
they could protog:1p1 a bullet bi ect 11a persons body was 
wonderful, too, bit noth ng to tus = And then we hed that 
the Japanese had thrashed the Chinese, and a good deal mo e 
Not least iematkable, we thougit was the interest which tie 
whole world now seemed to take in the Arctic regions, Spitz 
beigen had become a tourist county, a Noiwegian steamsh > 
company (the Vesteiaalen) had started a regi lar passenger se - 
vice to it,* a hotel had been built up there, and there was 1 
post ofhce and a Spitzbergen stamp And then we heard tat 
Andrée was thee wating for wnd to go to the Pole in a 
saloon If we had p tsred o.r cosrse to Sp tzbager, 
should thus have dropped into the very mddle of all tis, 
We shou d have found a hotel and tounsts and should have 
been brought ho ne 11 a comfortable modet1 steamboat, very 
different fiom the whaling sloop we had been ta «mg of al tie 
winter, and, 1iderd, at the previous ycar People are apt 





*Tddnnt devn that Svet? pa yer after wa d be incor yd of 
thes steame 
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to thrik that it would be amusing to see themsclves, and I 
form no exception to*ths iule I would have give a good 
deal to sce us in ow unwashed, unsophisticated condition, as 
we came out of our winter Jair, plumping ito the middle of a 
band of English tourists, male and female I doubt whether: 
there would tien have been much embracing or shaking of 
hands, but*I don’t doubt that there would have been a great 
deal of peering though venulatois 01 ary othe: loophole that 
could have bcen found, 

The Windward had left London on June gth, and Vaido on 
the 25th They had bought fom treirdeer wilh them for 
Jackson, but no horses as he had expected * One reindeer 
had ded on the voyage 

Every one was now busily employed in unlad ng the Wind- 
ward, and bringing to land the supplics of provisions, coal, 
reindeer moss and ot ier such things which it had brought for 
the expedition. Both the ship’s crew and the members of the 
fnglish expedition took part in this wok, wh ch proceeded 
rapidly, and had soon made a level road ovet the uneven ice, 
and now load after load was ditven on sledges to land In less 
thaia week Captain Biown was ieady to start for home, and 
only awaited Jacksons lJettes and telegrams. They took a 
few more days and then everything was icady. In the mean- 
time, however, a gale had sprung up, blowmg on the shore; 
the Windward s mooimgs at the edge of the ice had* given 
way , she was set adtift, and obliged to seek a haven father m, 
where, however, 11 was so shallow that therc was only one or 
two feet of water bencath her keel. Meinwtile, the wind 
diove the ice in the navigable water closed m all round it 
outside, and the floes were contwally diawing neater. For 
a time the situation looked anything but pleasant, but 
fortunately the ice did not reach the vessel, und she thus 





* Jackson had brought with hm several Russian hors 5, winch he had 
\sed along with dogs on hs sledge expeditions Only one of 1st houses 
Was alive at the tine of om 1 val 
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escaped being sciewed out of the water, Aftet a delay of a 
couple of days on this account the vessej got out again 

And now we were to bid adieu to this last stat on on our 
route where we had met with such a cordial and hospitable 
1eception, A feveish encigy cume over the little colony, 
Those who were going home had to make themselves ready 
for the voyage, and those who were to remain had to bring 
thew letters and othe: things on board. This, however, was 
sufficiently difficult, The vessel lay waiting impatiently and 
incessantly sounding her steam whistle, and a quantity of 
loose ice had packed itself toget rer outside the edge of the 
shore ice, so that it was not easy to move At last, however, 
those who were to remain had gone on shoe, and we who 
were going home wete all on board that 1s to say, Mr, Fisher, 
the botanist, Mr. Child, the chemist, Mr, Burgess, and the Finn, 
Blomqvist, of the English expedition, along with Johansen and 
myself As the sun buist through the clouds above Cape 
Tilo 4 we waived ony hats, and se1,t our last cheer ag 2 farewell 
to the six men standing hke a little dark spot on the floe in 
that g eat icy solitude; and under full sail and steam we set 
out on the 7th August, with a fair wind, over the undulating 
surface of the ocean, towards the south 
. Fortune favoured us On hea northward voyage the ind. 
ward had much and difficult ice to combat with, before she at 
last broke through and came in to land. Now, too, we met a 
quantity of ice, but it was slack and comparatively easy to get 
though, We were stopped in a few places, and had to break 
a way through with the engine but the ship was in good 
hands From his long expetienc2 as a whaler, Captain Byown 
knew well how to contend with greater odds than the thin ice 
we met w.th here the only ice that 1s found in this sea, 
Fiom morn ng till night he sat up in the crow s-nest as long 
as there was a bit of sce in the water. He gave himself little 
time for sleep; the®point wis, as he often said to me, to biing 
1s home before the Zam anuved for he understood well what 
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a blow it would give to those near ind deat to us af she gol 
home before us ‘Thanks to hin ve had as short and 
pleasant a homeward voyage as few, f any, cin hive had 
fiom these inhosp table 1cg ons, where we hid spent thiee 
yems. Trom the moment we set foot on deck, he did every: 
thing to make us comfortable and at home on hoard, and 
we spent many 2 pleasant hour togetha, which will never be 
‘orgotter by ithe: of us But it was not only the captam 
“who treated us in this way Tiyay man of the excellent 
crew showed us knelness ind goodwil in every wy [ 
capnol think of them—of the Jttle stewa d, for instance, 
when he popped bs head into the cabin to ask what he 
could get for us or wacened me in the monng with his 
cheery voice, or sang hs songs for ts without a feeling of 
unspeakable well being and happiness, Then, too, we were 
contmually diawing neater home; we could count the days 
and hours that must pass before we could reach a Notwezian 
porl, and be once move in communication with the world, 
Tiom the expeuence he had had on the northward voyage, 
Captain Brown had come to the concluston that he would 
find his way out of the ice most easily by first steciing in a 
south-casterly dneclion towards Novaya Zemlya, which he 
thought would be the nearest way to the open sew This 
proved also to be exactly the cise. After hay’ng gone ahout 
220 knots through the tec, we cume into the open ser at the 
end of along bay which 141 nowthwards othe ic It was 
just at the 1 ght spot, had we been a little futher cist ora 
htc father west, we might have spent ay many weeks dif. 
ing about in the ice, as we now spent daysiail Once mois 
we vaw the bluc ocean itself in font of us ard we shaped 
our course straight for Vado. It was an indescibably 
delightful feelmg once more to gwe over the blue expanse 
ay we paced up and down the deck, and were day by day 
cauied nemer home, One monung, as we stood looking 
over ‘the sea, ou gaze was arrested by something; what 
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could that be away on the houzon? We ran on to the 
budge and looked through the glass Lhe first sail. Fancy 
being once more in waters wheie other people went to and 
fro! But xt was far away, we could not goto it, Then we 
saw mote, and Jater in tne day fout gaeat monsters ahead, 
‘They were Butish men of wa, piobab y on thew way home 
after having been at Vadso for the echpse of the sun, which 


was to have taken place on August 9th, Later m the evening , 


(August 12t1) I saw something dak ahead, low down on the 
honzon What was it? I saw it on the  starboaid bow, 
stietching low and even towards the south. I looked again 
and again It was land, it was Noway —_‘I stood as if tu ned 
to stone, and gazed and gazed out into the night at this same 
dark line, and a fear began to tiemble in my breast. What 
were the tidings that awaited me there ? 

When I came on deck next moining we wete close under 
the land. It was a bare and naked shore we had come up 
to, scaicely mae invitng than the land we had left up in 
the mist of the Arctic Ocean but it was Noiway ‘he 
captain had mistaken the coast in the mght and had come in 
too far noith and we were still to have some labour in beating 
down against wind aid sea, before we could 1each Vardo, We 
passed several vessels, and dipped our flag to them. We 
passed the revenue cutter, she came alongside, but they had 
nothing to do there, and no one came on board, Then came 
pilots, father and son They greeted Brown, but were not 
plepared to meet a countryman on board an English vessel. 
They were a little surprised to hear me speac Nonwegian, but 
did not pay much altention to it, But when Brown asked them 
if they knew who I was the old man gazed at me again, anda 
gleam as it were, of a possible :ecogni.ion ciept over his face. 
But when the name Nansen dropped t1om the lips of the warm 
heated Biown, as he took the old mai by the shouldeis and 
shook him m his délight at being able to g ve him such news, 
an expression came into the old pilot’s weather beaten face, a 
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mixture of joy and petatfied astonishment wh ch was indes~th- 
able. He seed my hand, and wished me welcome back to 
fe, the pcople here at home Tad long ago Jid me in my 
give And then came questions as to news fion the capedi 
(oa, and news fiom’home Noth ng bad yet been head of 
tie “am, and a load was hited fiom my breast, when I know 
{iit those at ho ne had been spared that a aw ety 

Then, sicitly and unobserved, the [radzard gl ded, with 
colouts flying, 11to Vaio Haven Before t e¢ anchor was 
diopped, I was in a boat with Johaiwsen o1 o11 way to the 
tulegiaph station, We put in at the quay, Lut there was still 
so much of our foimer piatical appearance left that no one 
iecog used is; they scarce y looked at us, aid Lie oaly being 
that took any notice of the retuned wanderers was an intelligent 
cow, which stopped in the mddle of a nanow street, and 
staied at us in astonishment, as we tried to pass. Thit cow 
was so delightfully summery to look at that I felt inclined to 
go up and pit her, I felt now that I ically was in Nowway. 
When I got to the telegraph station I laid a huge bundle down 
on the counter, and said that it consisted of telegrams that I 
should hike to have scent as soon as possible ‘Lhe e were 
neatly a hundred of them, one o1 two rather long of aborta 
thot sand words each 

‘the head of the telegiaph office lookcd iard at mi, aid 
quiet y took up the bundle, but as his eye fullt on thes gia. 
tiie of the telegram tat lay on tic top, his face sudde ily 
changed, he wheeled sharp round, aid went over to the lady 
clerk who was siting tic tabe, When he igin tumed and 
came towards me hs face wis radait, and he bade me a 
hearty wecome ‘Tne teleg ams snouu be despatched ix 
quickly as possible he said, but it wot ld tale several days and 
nig its to get them allthrough = Aid then the nstiument beg ut 
to uck and tick, and to send through the cotntry aid the 
woild the news that two members of tic Norweg an Polar 
Lapédit on had tetuined safe and sound and tiat I eapected 
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the Jam home in the course of the autumn, I pitied the 
four young ladies in the telegraph office at Vaido, they had 
hard work of it duting the following days Not only had 
all my telegrams to be despatched, but hundieds streamed mn 
from the south both to us and to people in the town, 
begg ng them to obtain information about us. Amongst the 
first were telegiams to my wife, to the King of Noiway, and 
to the Norwegian Government. The last 11n as follows — 


“To His Excelleicy Secretary Iagerup : 

“JT have the pleastte of announcing to you and to the 
Norwegian Government that the Expedition has cainied out 
is plan, has traversed the unknown Polar Sea fiom noith of 
the New Siberian Islands, and has explored the region north 
of Franz Josef Land as fa. as 86° 14 N. lat. No land was 
scen north of 82°, 

“Lieutenant Johansen and I left the #ram and the other 
membeis of the Expedition on Maich r4th, 1895 in 84°N, 
lat aud s02°27/ Ci long = We weut northward tu explore me 
sea north of the /am’s couise, and then came south to Franz 
Josef Land, whence the Wiadward has now brought us 

* T expect the Avam to return this year 

‘ Triptjor Nansty” 


As I was leaving the telegraph offics, the manager told me 
that my friend Piofessor Mohn was in the town, staying he 
understood, at the hotel Strange that Mohn, a man so 
inumately connected with the Cxpedition, should be the first 
fiend I was to meet. Even while we were handing in our 
telegrams, the news of our atrival had begun to filter throt gh 
the town, ard people were giadually flock ng together to sec 
the two Polar bears who stiode thiough the streets to the 
hotel, Irushed in and enquired for Mohn, He was in his 
100m, number so and so, they told me; but he was taking 
his siesta, I had x} respect for siestas at that moment; I 
thundered at the door and tore it open. There lay Mohn on 
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the sofa, reading, with a long p pe 11 his Ete Ue started 
up aid stared fixedly, ike a madmay, at the loag figtie stand- 
ing on the thieshold; tus pipe fell to the giotn], his face 
twitched, and then he burst out ‘ Can it be tine? Is at 
Tnidtjof Nansen? I bel eve he was aarmed abou nimse's 
thinking he had seen an appant on; but whe1 he ieud my 
well known voice, the teais came to his eyes, and crying 
“Thank God, youre still alive!” he rushed into my aris 
Then came Johinsen’s tun It was 1 moment of w d 1c 
joicing, and numbeiless were the questions ashed anda iswered 
on both sides. As one th ngafler another came into ott heads, 
the questions 1ained around without coheicice aid a most 
without meaning The whole thng seemed so riciedible 
that a long time passed before we even col ccted ouselves 
sufficiently to sit down, and I could tell him in a somewhat 
more connected fashion what experiences we had gone 
though dwing these thiee yeas. But whee was the Jram? 
Had we left her? Where were tre others? Was arything 
amiss? These questions poured forth with bieathicss wxicty, 
and it was no doubt the haidest thing of all to understand 
that there was nothing amiss, and yet that we hed left our 
splendid ship But, little by little, even that became con 
prehensible, and then all was i¢joicing, and chinprgne 
and cigais presently appeaicd on the ecene Another ac 
quaintance from the south wis also in the hotel; 1¢ came 
into sperk to Mohn; but scemg that he had visitors, was 
on the point of gomg agaiy = ‘Then he sloppcd, stared al us, 
discovered who the visito s were, and stood ae though nailed 
to the spot; and then we all drank to the Lxpedition and to 
Norway, It was clear that we must stop theie that evening 
and we sat the whole afternoon talking and talkiig without a 
pause, But meanwhile the whole town had leirnt the namics 
of its newly arrived guests, and when wg looked out of the 
window the street was full of people and from all the flagslafts 
over the town, and from all the masts in the hubour, the 
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Norwegian flag waved in the evening sunshine. And then 
came telegiams in torrents, all of them bringing good news, 
Nov all our troubles were over. Only the arrival of the 2ram 
was wanting to complete things; but we were quite at ease 
about her, she would soonturnup ‘The first thing we had 
to do, now that we were on Noiwegian soil, and could look 
about us a little, was to replenish our waidicbe. But it was 
now no joke to make out way through the stieets, and if we 
we it Into a shop, it was soon overflow ng with people. 

Thus we spent some never to be forgotten days in Vardo, 
and the hospitality with wh ch we met was lavish and cordial, 
Afler we had said good bye to our hosts on board the 
Windward and thanked them for all the kindness they 
had shown us, Captain Biown weghed anchor on the 
morning of Sunday, the 16th, to go on to Hammerfest. 
He wanted to pay his 1¢spects to my wife, who was to 
meet us there On August 2rst Jolansen and I arrived at 
Hammeifest Everywhere on the way people had greeted 
us with flowers and flags, and now, as we satled into its 
haibour, the northernmost town in Noiway was in festal 
atray from the sca to the highest hill top, and thousands 
of people were afoot, To my supuse, I also met heic my 
old fiend, Sir George Baden Powell, whose fine yacht, the 
Oltarta, was m the harbour. He had just returned from a 
very successful scientific expedition tc Novaya Zemlya, where 
he had been with several English astronomers to observe the 
solar ecl pse of August oth. With true Cnglish hospitality, 
he placed his yacht entirely at my cisposal, and I willingly 
accepted his generous inyitation Sir George Baden Powell 
was one of the last people I had seen n Lngland. When we 
parted it was in the aututnn of 1892 he asked me where we 
ought to be looked for if we weie too long away. I answered 
that 1t would be of Jittle use to look for us it would be like 
searching for a needle in a hay stack He told me I must not 
think that people would be content to sit still and do nothing, 
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Ji Tngdand, at ary rye, he was sue tnt someth ag woud be 
done and whee oight they to go? “Well’ Tigqicd, £ 
cw scarcely thnk of any o.her nlace than Tanz Josef Pane , 
for if the Fram goes to tre hotlom or we are obl xed 0 
astidoi her, we mt‘teone out that way If tie Zire de 5 
not go to tie bottom, 1d tie dit sa, Tbetive t to be, we 
sha [reach the ope1 sea oclween Sp tvbergen ard G ceraland ” 
Str George now thoug it that the t ne had cone to kos for 4, 
and snee he coid not do mae for the present, t was hs 
intention, iftet hay 1g euuted out hs expec tor to Novae 
Zemlya, to shirt along the edge of the ice, a dsee if he coud 
not p ck up any news of1s ‘Then, just at tie a ght nome it 
we made our apperrance at Hamme fest Tithe ever ig, my 
wife arnyed, and my sec ctay, Chr stofe sen, rd after hav ag 
attended a billast fCte gyen that mght by the town of 
Hammerfest iucir eee we wok rp or quem son bod 
the Ofania, where the days iow yx ded past so smootily that 
we scarcely noticed the apse of f mc. ‘Ie carinis of congratt- 
lation, and testimoues of goodwill and isa ty wore 4 
arrived in an unbroken st ern fom all qua tes of the worle 

But the Jyam? I had tclegiiphed confdently trat I 
expected her home this yeu, but wiy had she not 1 cady 
anived? T begin more and more lo tink over 45, tid bie 
move I calculated all charecs aid posh tes, Cente 
f miy was T convinced that she onuht to he att of We ice ly 
this time if noth ng lad gore amiss It was straage that © ¢ 
wis not oreidy lec, aid Lt og t witi loro tit fte 
autumi should ass w thoit news of be the com a, wouter 
and summer wou d be anyt rag ort pleasant. 

Justas Thad tu ned ort on the morn ng cf August got ¢ 
George knocked at my dom aid sid there wis amir te 
who insisted on ssetking to ne I answetcd t at Powis 
dressed yet, but that 1 woukl come immecdate y.  § Oh, that 
doesn’t matter,’ sad he, come as yor are, = T was a litle 
surprised at all this urgency, and asked what t was ul about, 
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He said he did not know, but it was evidently something 
piessng I neveitne’ess put on my clothes, and the1 went 
out into the saloon There stood a gentle nan with a telegram 
in his hand, who intioduced himself as,the head of the tele- 
giap 1 office, and said that he had a telegian to deliver to me 
which he thought would interest me, so he had come wath it 
himself Someth 1g that would terest me? Thee was only 
one thing left in the would that could eally interest me, With 
trembling hands I tore open the teleg am — 


“ Fridtjof Nansen, 
“ Fram arved in good condition All well on board, 
Shall start at once for Tromso. Welcome home 
“O10 SvrrDRUP” 


I felt as if I should have choked, and all I could say was, 
‘The Jam has atrived ” Sir George who was stand’ng by, 
gave a great Icap of joy, Johansen’s face was radiant, Chns 
tofeisen was quite overcome with gladness ; and there in the 
midst of us stood the head of the tzlegraph office, enjoying 
the effect he had produced In an instant I dashed into my 
cab n to shout to my wife that the vam had aitved , she was 
diessed and out in double quick time, But I could scaicely 
believe it—it seemed like a fairy tale. I read the telegram 
again and again before I could assue myself that it was not 
alla dream ; and then there came a strange, serene happiness 
over my mind such as I had never known before, 

Thete was jubilation on board and over all the ha:bour and 
town Trom the Windward, which was just weighing anchot 
to precede us to Tromso, we heaid 1inging cheers for the Fram 
and the Norwegian flag We had intended to start for Tromso 
that afteinoon, but now we agieed to get under weigh as 
quickly as possible, so as to try to overtake the Aram at 
Skyrvo, which lay jfist on our route I attempted to stop her 
by a telegram to Sverdrup, but it arrived too late 

It was a lively breakfast we had that morning, Johansen 
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and I spoke of how ineredible it seemed that we shotld soon 
pless our comiades’ hands agam. Sir George was almost 
beside himself with joy, every now and then he would sping 
up fiom his cha‘, thump the table, aid cry “The Jam ha 
ainved! The Jam has really arrived}? Lady Baden Powell 
was qu etly happy, she enjoyed out joy 

The next day we entered ‘L'romyo ha your, and there lay the 
Fram, strong and broad and werthei beaten It was strange 
to see again that high 1igging and the hull we knew so well 
When last we saw her she was haf buried im the ice, now 
she floated freely and proudly on the blue sea in Noiweg an 
waters. We glided alongside of hei, The crew of the Ofas la 
greeted the gallant ship with thee t mes thice ingltsh cheers, 
and the J#am replicd with a mine fold Norweg an huuah We 
dropped out anchor, and the next moment tho Ofaéa was 
boarded by the Jams stindy crew. 

The meeting which followed I shall not attempt to desaibe 
I don’t think any of us knew anyth ng cleaily, except that we 
weie all together again—we were in Noiway and the expedi- 
tion had fulfilled its task, 

Then we sct off togetic: southward along the Nowweg an 
coast, Tirst came the tug Z/aalogaland, chu eed by the 
Government, then the Zam, hewy and slow, but so much 
the surer, and last the clegant O¢aa with my wife aid me 
on board which was to take us to Liondlyen What a 
blessed sensation tt was to sit in peace at last, and sce others 
take the lead and pick out the way. 

Waercye. we passcd, the heart of He Nouwesan people 
went ont to us, fiom the steams crowded 4 1th holiday 
making townsfolk,” and fiom the poorest fshing boat that 
lay alone among the skenies, It scemed as if old Mother 
Nowway wue pioud of us, as if she pressed us ma close 
and waim embrace, and thanked 15 fo: “what we had done 
And what wag it, after all? We had only done our duty, we 
had simply accomplished the task we had undeataken, and it 


352 Chapter IX, 


was we who owed her tianks for thee: ght to sa) unde her 
flag Iremembei one morn ng in paiticular, It was in Biono 
sund~the morning was still grey and chill when I was called 
up—there were so many people who wanted to geet us I 
was half asleep when I came on deck. The whole sound was 
crowded with boats We had beer going slowly through them 
but now the Waalogaland 11 front put on more speed, and we 
too went a little quicker A fsheiman in his boat toi ed at the 
oais to keep up w th us, it wasnocisy wo k Ther he shouted 
up to me. . 

“You don’t want to buy any fish, do you?” 

“No, I dont think we do.’ 

“I suppose you can't tell me where Nansen is? Is he on 
boaid the Jram ?” 

“No, I believe he’s 01 board th ¢ ship,’ was the reply. 

“Oh I wonder if I couldnt get on board? Im so desper 
ately anvious to sec him ’” 

‘Tt can hardly be done Im afraid; they havent time to 
stop now ’ 

© That’s a pity. I want to see the man h mself? 

He went on sowing. It became harde: and harder to keep 
up but he stared {xed y at me as I leant on the rail smi, 
while Christofersen stood laugh ng at my side 

“Since you'le so anxtous to see the man himself, I may te | 
you that you see him now,” said L. 

‘Isityou Isityou Didit] guessas much Welco ne 
home again ’ 

And thereupon the fishetman dropped his oars, stood up in 
his boat, and took off his cap, As we went on through tie 
splendom of the morning, and I sat on the deck of the 
luxim ous Lnglish yacht, and saw the beautiful barren coast 
strete ung ahead in the sunsh ne, I 1e1l sed to tie full for the 
first time how nearehis land and this people lay to my heart. 
If we had sent a single glea n of sunlight over their lives, these 
three years had not been wasted 
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Th’s Norway ths No way . . « 7 
This dem tc 1s go dew 
Aad no people hisafiier vidthariisa heme itee 
QO liestepe *1giis By 
W e1 the bids beg n to sing, 
When ie not ita rpeacg tersarl geerg ons the ka, 
And tle tt bulent r ver swee) s orow 1 to tie 504 . 
W i050 knows Norway m st wel t iderstaid 
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One felt all the v tal ty aid y gotr thobb ng 11 this people, 
and saw as na vison its gieit and ich futuie, when al its 
pusoned forces shall be unfette ed and sut free 

Now one had retuned to life, and t stictched befo ¢ oie 
full of light and hope Then came the even ngs when the sun 
sank far out behind the blie sea, and the cleu melancholy of 
autumn lay over the face of the waters, It was tco beautiftl to 
beleve in. A feeling of dread came over one, out the $ thou. 
ette of a womans form, staiding out against tl: glow of the 
evening sky, gave peace and secuitly. 

So we passed fiom town to town, fom fCte to féte, along the 
coast of Norway. It wis 01 September oth t at the Jam 
steamed up Chiistiviva Ljord and met witi a ecepton such 
as a prince mght have envied ‘Lie stout oll menofwu, 
Nor dsternen and Lida, the new andelega rat Maddy te vad the 
nimble little torpedo boats, led the way fo us Ster vous 
swamed around all black wth peope ‘lie e wee flags 
high and low, sa utes her was, war gofrandsye Cet vl av ts 
tad ant faces everywhere, the whole fjord one me ttuc tots 
welcome ‘There ky hone ridt ewedl Kiowa traad difoe 
it, ghiltering aid smlng in tie sunsh c Lied steame 5 on 
steamers again, shouts after shouts, and we all stood hat in 
hand bowing as they checied, 

The whole of Pep) ery ke was one mass of bovts and people 
and flags and waving pennaits Then thg men cf war sv uted 
with thirteen guns ap ece, and the old fort of Ake shus flowed 
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vith its thiiteen pedis of thunde: thas echoed fiom the h Ills 
uound 

In the evening I stood on the strand out by the fjord. The 
xchoes had died away, ard the pie youds stuod s lent and 
Jak aound, On the headland the last embers of a bonfre of 
yelcome still smouldered and smoked, and the sea uppling at 
ny feet seemed to whisper: “Now you are at home’ The 
Jeep peace of the autumn evening sank bencficently over the 
yeary spirit 

T could not but recall that 1ainy morning in June when I last 
et foot on this strand More than three years had passed ; 
ve had toiled and we had sown, and now the harvest had come, 
In my heart I sobbed and wept for joy and thankfulness, 

The ice and the long moonlit polar nights, with all ther 
reaining, seemed hke a far off drcam from another wold a 
hheam that had come and passed away. But what would life 
de worth without its dieams? 
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March (16-31) 1895 37 9 $I 
\pril 1895 . — 20 ~ 2 35 
May 1895 - 24 28 ~ IT 
une 1895 30 38 9 
wy 1895 » 32 37 28 
\ugust 1895 29 36 19 
september 1895 20 al — 4 
Jetober 1895 om | To YW 
Tovember 1895 — 13 10 = 35 
Ddeow 1 ber 1895 . — 13 12 — 37 
anuuy 1896 . -—14 19 46 
“ebruiry 1896 y 19 390 — 40 
larch 1896 10 30 ag 
\pril 1896 & 27 16 
lay 1896 . 18 43 -i 
unfe (1~16) 1896. 29 39 23 
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CUAPTLER I 
Maren rgtir 10 JuNL 22nd, 18y5. 


As far back as Felnuuy 26th Dr Nansei had officially 
informed the crew tiat after he left the ship I was to be chief 
olficer of the capedition, and Licute sn Scott Hansen second 
in command Before starttyg, he handed me a Ictter, ot set 
of instructions, which has been mentioned cailicr in the 
volume.* 

The day after that on which the postser’pt to my instruc 
tions is dated, Ze, on Thutsday, Marci rgth, a tr 30am, 
Dr. Nansen and Johaisen left the 27am aid set forty on their 
sledge exped ton We gave them a pailing sikte wth flag, 
pennant, and guns Scott [aasen, Te uikeen, and Pettersen 
accompanied them as far as the ftst camp ng place, 7 ot 8 
miles from the vessel, and returned the rat day at 2 30 pin. 

In the morning they had ielped to harness the dogs aid 
put them to the thice sledges. In the team of the last 4 edge 
there were © Bainet” and “Pan,” who all the ame had becn 
moital enemes | They begin to fght, ind Went kse1 had to 
give * Bainct” a good thrash ng in order to pail him foi the 
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1 Little * Ba ret,” who weighed only 38 1bs., and w ts auc of the smallest 
of tie dogs, was 1 1egt ar fighter, aw, as aide the iggressor. 


VOL IL RAB = 


356 Chapter I 


othet In consecu*nce of this fight #1e last tear was some- 
what behind im starting ‘Ihe otier dogs were all the while 
hauling with all their m’ght, and when the thrashing scene 
was over, and the distuibeis of the peace sudden y con- 
menced to pull, the sledge started off faster than Johansen 
had calculated, and he was left behind and had to strike out 
well on his snowshoes Scott Hansen and the others followed 
the sledg ng puty wth then eyes until they looked 1 ke little 
black dots far, far away on the boundless plain of ice, With 
a last sad lingering look after th two whom, perhaps, they 
might never sce again, they put on their snowshoes and 
staited on the r journey back 

At the time when the sledge expedition started the Dram 
lay 1 84° 4 N lat. and 102° E. long The situation was 
b 1efly as follows The vessel was ice-bound in about 25 feet 
of ice, with a sl ght list to starboard. She had thus a layer of 
ice, several feet mn thickness undeineath her keel. Piled high 
against the vessel’s side, to port, along her entire length, there 
extended from §S,L to N N.W a pressute r dge, reaching up 
to about the height of the rai) on the half deck aft and slanting 
sl ghily eastwaid from the ship, Ata d stance of about 160 
yaids to the north west there extended in the direction from 
south to north a long and faily bicad ice mound, the so called 
great hummock,” as much as 22 feet high in places Mid 
way between tie 27am and the “great hummock,” there was 
a ‘ewly formed open lane about go yaids wide, wh le across her 
Low ata distance of go yards, these was an old channel that 
hid been closed up by the ice pressure, but which opened later 
01 ntie sping 

Upon the ‘ gicat hummock,” which had been for ned by the 
5 olent i¢e p cssure on January 27th, 1894, we had established 
our depét, on the slope look ng to vards the ship. The depét 
consisted of piled &p tn boxes con aiming provisions and other 
necessies, and formed six or seven small mounds covered 
with sailcloth Moreovei our srowshoes and sledges were 
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stored there Halfway between the vowel and the meat 
hummock Jay the pefoleum launch witch, wien the new 
channel or rift had opened tight unde: her, hid to he diwaa 
little way finther out on to the ice Tunally there was our 
foge, This was 5 tiat®d abott 30 yards off, al ttle abit the 
port quarter, and was hewn out in the slope of the above- 
mentioned piessute 1idge, the roof be’ ig mide of a quant ty of 
spars over which blocys of tce we e pled, witi a ayet of s10w 
on the top all frozen toget rer so as to form a compact mass, 
A tarpaulin served 11 place of a door. 

The fast and most picss ng work which we had ta take n aid 
was to remove part of the h gh picssure1 dge on tie ports de. 
I was afraid that if the ice p essire cont ued the vessel m ysht 
be forced down 1istead of upwards while she had so hgha 
ridge of ice .esting agaiist the whale of her pot side. ‘The 
work was commenced by all hands on Mach xgth. We had 
five sledges, with a box on cach, and each wo ked by two 
men, ‘Thee were two partes at work simulta ieously wth 
onesledgeeach forward, and two patties aft working towards 
each other, while the fifth puty of two men with one sledge 
were cutting a passage 13 feel wide, light up to (ie middle of 
the vessel ‘Lhe layer of ice whch was n this way te) oved 
fram all along the vessels side reached to doube the hey,ht 
of a man, except in the centia passage, w cic it h d previously 
been removed toa depti of avout 3 ja ds, pal y 11 vicw of 
possible ice pressure against ths, the lonest po tof the hul, 
and partly in oider to cleat the ga igway, by wh -h the dogs 
Pp tse tu and from ti © Vesscl 

The cating away of 1¢ commenced on Ma ch roth, aud 
concluded on the 27th ‘The whole of the presse ridge a1 
the port side was removed down to such adepth that two and a- 
half planks of the ship’s icc sk n were free All the tr ne while 
this work was going on, the weathci was fly cod, the ten- 
perature down to — 38° and — 4o° C (— 364° and — 4o” 
Fahr.). However, all passed off well and successfully, eacept 


. 
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that Scott Ilansen was unfortunate cnough to have one of his 
big toes oven. \ » 

The doctor and I wee togeher at the sure sledge. My 
diay says “IIe always suspected ine of being out of temper, 
and I hm” As a matter of fact, it js my habit to distke 
talkiag when I am busy with any work, while the reverse 1s the 
case with the doctor As, accord ng to my custom, I kept 
silence, the doctor believed that I was ina bad humour, and 
in the same way I fancied that he was m the sulks because he 
abstained fiom chatting But the misundeistanding was soon 
cleaned up, and we laughed heaitily at it. 

As Di. Nansen’s and Johansen’s depaiture afforded an 
opportunity for a more comfortable 1edisti bution of quuters, 
I moved into Nansen’s cabin, after Faving packed im cases the 
effects he left behind, and stowed them away in the fore hold, 
Jacobsen, the mate, who was forme ly quartered with fow ot 
the crew in the large cabin on the poit side, had my cabin 
allotted to him, and in the starboard cabin, where four men 
had been quaitered, tere were now only three. The work- 
room, too, was restored to its forme: honour and dignity. The 
lamp glasses of the oil stove there ha got broken in the course 
of the year Amundsen now replaced these with chimneys of 
tin, and fitted thi sheets of mica over the peepholes The 
stove having thus been repaired the workioom became the 
busiest and most comfoitable compartment in the whole 
vessel, 

After the various operations of shifting and putting in oder 
the things on board and in the depét, our next care was to 
ensure easy and convenient access to the vessel by constructing 
a proper gangway aft, consisting of t vo spars with packing case 
planks nailed between them, and a rope hand rail attached. 

When all this was done, we set to work at the long and 
manifold preparations of every kind for a sledge jouiney 
southwaid, m the eent (which, as a matter of fact, none of us 
considered hkely) of our being oblized to abandon the Joam, 
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We constructed sledges and kayaks, sewed bags fo1 our stores, 
selecied and weighed sout provisions an; othe: necessaries, 
ewe, ot. This work kept us busy for a long ime, 

In addition to all the other things we had to provide our 
selves with mote snowshoes, as we were scantily eupphed with 
them. Snowshoes we wwst have, good strong ones, at least 
one pair to every man = But where were the mate tals to come 
fiom? ‘Lhe e was no mote wood fit for making snowshoes to 
be found on board It 1s true that we had a latge piece of 
oak timber left available, but we were in need of a suitable 
instiument to split it with, as it could not be cut up with the 
small saws we had on board. In our dilemma we had 
recourse to the icesaw. Amundsen converted it (by filing 
it in a different way) 11to a mp saw, Bentzen made handles 
for it; and as soon as it was ready, Mogstad aid Henricsen 
commenced to saw the beam of oak to picces At fist the 
work went slowly, most of the time be ng taken up with filmg 
and setting the saw; bul gradually it went better, ard on 
Aptil 6th the timber was cut up into six paits of good boards 
for making snowshoes, which were temporauily deposited in the 
saloon for diying. As I consider Canadian snowshoes superior 
to Norwegian snowshoes, when it 1s a question of haulng 
heavily loaded sledges over such aiough and uneven smrface 
as is presented by Polai ice, I duected Mogstad to make ten 
Canadian pairs of maple wood of which we had a quantity on 
board. Insteid of the nett ng of emdeer skin we stretched 
sulcloth over the frames, This did the same service as net- 
waik, while it had the advantage of berig easter to repain 
With the snowshoes which we had we undertook frequent 
excutsions more pmticularly Scott Tlansen and myself While 
out on one of these t ps, on which Amundsen, Nordahl and 
Pettersen also accompanicd us, 3 miles west of tie vessel wo 
came actoss a Jaige hummock, which we named “ Loyunden,” 
on account of its resemblance to the islfnd “ Lovunden,” off 
the coast of [elgcland. This hummock presented very good 
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snowshoeing flapesyad we piactised there to our heart’s con- 
tent. 

On May ist we had fiushed the snowshoes intended for 
daily use, and I gave orders that, henceforth, daily snowshoe 
trips should be made by all hands fioni tram ull rt pm, if 
the weitier was good = "Lhese siowshoe 1uns wee to every- 
body’s taste, and were necessuy, not only in oider to afford 
Inisk exercise in the ope1ai, but Uso in older to impart to 
those who were less accustomed to snowshoes, a sufficient 
degree of skull in the event of om having to abandon the # am. 

While the removal of the 1idge was procceding, the1e con 
tinued to be a good deal of disturbance in the ice. Twenty 
yards from the vessel a new lane was formed running parallel 
to the old one between us from the depdt; and in addition to 
ths a number of laige, o1 small2s cracks had opened im all 
directions. A little late: on, during the time fiom April rith 
to May oth, there was on the whols considerable disturbance 
in the ice, with seveial violent pressures in the lanes around 
“the vessel On the fist mentioned day, in the evening, Scott 
Hansen and I took a snowshoe trp towatds the north east, 
along the new channel between the ves.e. and the depdt On 
our way back pressure set nin the channel, and we had an 
opportunity of witnessing a “screw ng” such as I had never 
seen equalled Turst there was quite a narrow channel, 
running patallel to the principal cha inel, which was covered 
over with young ice about 2 feet tick Thereupon a lager 
channel opened just beyond the first and 1unmg alongside it, 
Duty vie pressure wach then followed, the edges crusned 
against each other w th such violence as to force the ice down, 
50 that we flequently saw it fom 3 to 4 fathoms deep undet 
water. 

Newly frozen sea ice 1s marvellously elastic, and wil bend 
to an aston sh ng degice without breaking In another place 
we saw how the new ice had bu ged up in large wave like 
eminences, without breaking. 
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On May 5th the wide lane aft was jarumed up by ice-pics- 
ste, and in its stead a nft was formed 1h the ice on the port 
side about roo yaids fiom us, and approximately parallel to the 
slup. Thus we now lay in an altered positon, inasmuch as 
the Zam was no longér co inccted with aid dependent o 1 one 
sol d and cont'nuous 1ce ficld, bit separated fiom i by more 
oi less open chinnels and attiched to a large floe which was 
daily decreasing in size as new cracks were fo med, 

‘Lhe puncipal channel aft of the vessel coined to open 
out dung the latter part of Apu, ard or the zgth had 
become very wide It extended noth as far as the cye 
could 1each, and was conspicuous, moreover, by reason of the 
daik reflection which see ned to hover above it in the sky It 
probably attamed 1ts maximum width on May ist, when Scott- 
Hansen and I measured it and fourd that just astern of the 
vessel it was 975 yaids, and fuithe north over 1,500 yards 
(1,432 metres) in wdth Had the /7am heen loose at the 
t me I should have go i¢ noith in the channel as fu as possible, 
but this was not to be thought of, sceing how the ship had 
been raised up on, and walled in by, the ice. 

No later than May 2nd the pricipal channel closed up 
again, The mate, Nordahl, and Amundsen who just then 
happened to be out on a snowshoe tup south along the channel, 
were eye witnesses of the jamming of the ice, which they 
desci bed as having been a giand sght. The fresh south- 
easterly w nd had imparted a cons de asle in pctus to tie ice, 
and when the edges of the ice approached each other with 
considerable velocny ard fo.ce, to 1a ge project ng to-gucs 
first came 110 collision witi a crash lke thunder, and in a 
moment were forced up in a hummnock about 20 fect high, 
only to collapse soon after, and disappcar with equal sudden- 
ness unde: the edge of the ce, Wherever tie ice was not 
forced up into the air, the one ice edgg world shde over or 
under the other, while all the projecting tongues and blocks of 
ice were crushed to thousands of f 1gnents which filled up, 
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pretty evenly, any small crevices still rema ning of what had 
before been such a nf ghty opening ra 

Our di.ft towards the pro.th, dwiig the fis. moath, was 
almost nil, To mstance, on Apiil roth we had not advanced 
more than 4 minutes of latitude (abcut 4 miles) to the north, 
No dd we dt f{ much fo the west in the same period. Later 
on we made better herdway, but not by a long way, as much 
asin 1894 On May 231d I wrote in the Journal as follows : 
“ We are all very anxious to see whai will be the nett result of 
our sping diift If we could 1eazh 60° TL, long. by the 
summer or autumn, I believe we could be certhin to get back 
home about the autumn of 1896 The sping diift, this year, 
1s considerably less strong than last year, but perhaps it may 
continue longer imto the summer. If we were to drift this 
yeai as far as last, during the time from May 16th to June 
16th, we snould reach 68° E long, but it will not be prssible 
now to reach that longitude so early. Possibly we may 
manage this year to escipe the stiong back drift during the 
summer, make a little headway instead, and if so it will be all 
the better for us. The ice is not so much cut up by channels 
this year as it was this time last yeat. It is true there are a good 
many, but Jast year we could scarce y get about at all simply 
on account of the lanes This yea we have large sheets of ice 
ahead of us in which scaicely any openings are to be found” 

In order to observe the dnft of the ice we prepared a kind 
of log-line, from 100 to 150 fathoms in length, to the end of 
which there was attached a conical open bag of loosely woven 
mateual, m which small anmals could be caught up Imme- 
diately above the bag a lead was fitted to the line, so that the 
bag itself m ght drag fieely in the water. ‘The log was loweicd 
through a fairly wide hole in the ice, which it was a most 
difficult task to keep open during tie cold season. Several 
times a day the line was examined ind the “angle of duft” 
was measmed Torethis measureme it we had consttucted a 
quadrant fitted with a plumbline Now and then we would 
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haul in the log line to see whether it was still in order and to 
collect whatever the bag might contain’in the way of little 
anunals or otra objects. Asa rule the’ cuitents we ¢ ius 4: 
nificant, consisimg only of a few specimens of low oigansms, 

At the end of May the “sprog drift” was over. The wind 
seered round to the SW, W and NW. The backd aft or 
‘summer diift” then set in, Flowever, 1t was not of log 
duration, as by June 8th we again had an eistaily w nd with 
a good dr ft to the west so that on the 2end we were at 84° 
317 N lat and 80° 58 E long. , and during the last days of 
June and the greater pat of July the duft wert still bet ev 

A circumstance which helped to incicase the monotony of 
our drift 11 the ice duriig the winter and spr xg, 1895, was the 
great scarcity of animal | fe n that pait of the Polar Sea, Tor 
Jong peuods at a stietch we dd not sce a single living thing, 
even the Yolar beais who roam s0 far, were not to be seen, 
Hence the appearance in the afternoon of May 7th of a small 
seal in a newly opened lane, close by the vessel, was hailed 
with universal delight It was the first scal that we had sct 
eyes upon since March. Subsequently we often saw seals of 
the same kind in the open chan els, but they were very shy, 
so that it was not until well on 11 the summer that we 
succeeded in kill ng one, and this was so small that we ate 
the whole of it at one meal, 

On May rath, Pettersen told 1s that he had seen a white 
bird, as he thought an ice gill, flyisg westward. On the 
aend, Mogstad saw a snaw bunting, which cicled round the 
yesscl, and after this the harliigeis of spiig becane daily 
mote numcious 

Ou: hunting »ags, however, were very scary It was not 
until June roth that we secured the fist gime, when the 
Doctor succeeded in shooting a fulmit and a kittiwake (Sarus 
tridactylus), ‘Tiue, he prefaced these exploits by sundiy 
misses, but in the end he nnaged to he the bids, and “alls 
well that ends well.” As 1egards the fulmar it was an exc'ting 
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chase, as it had only been winged, ind teok refuge in the open 
channel. Pettersen tas the fist to go after it, followed by 
Amundose), the Doctor, Scott Hansen. and the whole pack of 
dogs and at |. st they ma aged to secure it, 

After Uns, it was a matte: of datly océunence to see buds 
quitc near, and 11 order to be etter able to secute them, and 
seus to boot we moored om sea ing boat in the oper chan 
nel, ‘Lhis was equy ped with a sail, and with ballast cam- 
posed of some of the castings fon the wiid-mill, which we 
had been obhged to take down, and the very first evening 
after the boat had been put on the water, Scott Hansen, 
Henriksen, and Bentzen went fora sail in the channel The 
dogs seized this occasion to take some capital exercise They 
took it ito their herds to follow the boat along the edge of 
the channel, backwards and forwards as the boat tacked ; 1t 
was st ff work for them to keep alays abreast of it, as they 
had to make many détouts 1ound small channels and bays in 
the ice, and when at last they had got near it, panting, and 
with then tongucs protruding far fiom then mouths, the boat 
would go about, and they had to cover the same ground over 
again, 

On June 2oth the Doctor and I shot one black guillemot 
each. We also saw some little auks, but the dogs, entering 
too eagerly into the sport, as a welcome break in the prolonged 
oppressive solitude and monotony iushed ahead of us, and 
scaied the birds away before we cculd get a shot at them, 

As I have already mentioned, the mull had to be taken 
down The shaft broke one fine day below the upper div ng- 
wieel, and bad to be removed and taxen to the forge for 
repan. Pettersen welded 1 together again, and on May gth 
the mill was again im sufficiently zood aden for use. But it 
woie out very speedily, more especially in the gearings so 
that, afler the fist week or two i June, it was almost useless, 
We therefore pulled it down, and stowed away all wooden 
parts and castings on the ndge on the port side, except 
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portlons of hard wood, whch we kept cn board, and found 
very useful for making up into sledge shafts and othe thiigs 

The weather was good al thio.ga March Ap:l, and May, 
with mild easteily breezes or cilms, ind, as 7 rule, a clea 
atmosphere, Once of twice the wind yecied 1ound to the 
south or west, but these changes were inya ably of shot 
duration, This settled calm weather at last became qu te a 
tual to us, as it contributed in a gieal measure to merease the 
dreariness and monotony of tie scene aiouid us, aid hada 
depressing effect on our spirits. Matters umproved a little 
towards the end of May, when for a time we had a fresh 
westerly breeze To be sue this was a contrary w 1d, but it 
was, at any rate, al ttle change On June 8th the wind veered 
round to the east again and now ricreased in streagth, so 
that on Sunday, the gth, we had half a gale from the DST, 
with a velocity of 33 feet per second, ben g vie strongest fair 
wind we had had for a long time, 

It was astonishing what a change a single day of fait wind 
would work in the spints of all on board Those who pre- 
viously moved about dreamy and listlessly, now awakened to 
fresh courage and enterpuse. Lyvery face beamed w th satis 
faction Previously our daily mtercousse consisted of the 
monosyllables, “Yes” and “No’, now we were bi nm ig 
over witi Joxes aid fun fiom morning to n ght, laughter and 
song, and lively chat was heaid all around And with our 
spits rose our hopes fora fayomabe duft ‘Lhe chut was 
brought out agan and agim and the forccasts made weie 
apt to be sanguine enough “Tf the wind kee os long in this 
quarter we sha 1 be at such and such a spot 015uch aidsuch a 
day. It is as cleu as daylight we shal be hone some time in 
the autumn of 1896, Justsee how we have drifted up to now, 
and the further we get west the faster we shill go, and so forth, 

The cold which in the middle of March dd not excced 
—40° C, kept steadily at from ~—3o0° é. {(-—22°F) to as? 
C (—13° P.) during Apu, but it decreased at a comparatively 
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rapid tate in May so that by about tia imddle of the month 
the .bermoweter reg's.c.ed— 14°, aed in the Ip cer port only 
6° On June gid so far the wa mest day a Jarge pond of 
water had forned close to the vessel, although the highest 
temperature attained that diy was ~ 2°, and the weather wa 
overcast * 

On June sth the thermometer foi the fist time stood above 
freesing point, viz,at +0 2° It then fell again for a few days, 
going down to —6°, but on the ruth it rose again to about 2° 
above freezing po nt, and so on. 

The amount of atmosphei c moisture deposited dming the 
above-mentioned period was most insignificant; only a very 
slight snowfall now and then However, Thursday, June 6th, 
was an exception. The wind, which for several days had 
been blowing from the south and west, veered round to the 
north west during the night, and at 8 am, next morning it 
changed to the noith, blowing a fiesh breeze, with an cx- 
ceplionally heavy snowfall, 

We saw the midnight sun for the fiist time duing the night 
of Apnl 2nd. 

One of the scientific tasks of the expedition was to investi- 
gate the depth of the Polar Sea Our lines, which were weale 
and not very suitable fo. this purpose, were soon so woun by 
friction, corrosion, oxidation, etc, that we were compelled not 
only to use them most cautiously, bu also to hmit the number 
of soundings far moie that was desirable. It sometimes 
happened that the line would break while being hauled i», so 
that a good decal ot it was lost, 

The first sounding afler the departure of Dr. Nansen and 





* On Apnl 18th, when the doctor and I weie out looking for 1 st itable 
piece of ice for determin ng the specif gravity of the ice, we observed t 
remarl atle diop of water hanging under a projecting conien of a a ge 
bloc. of 1ce 1cared up Sigh by presse There it hig, in the s ide, 
quivering in the fresh b eczc, although the theimo ncter 1¢g stcred about 

23° ul fost © That mist be very sat, Isud, and tastedit. “Phe vy}? 
Tt was silt im very tmth rank sat, | ke tle strongest bine, 
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Johanseh was taken re Apl2grd We shor ght we sheuld be 
able to lower away down to 3,000 metres (1,625 fathoms) in one 
1un, but as the line commenced to slacken at 1,900 metres 
(1,029, fathoms) we thought we had touched bottom and 
hauled the ne upagain As it appeared that the line had 
not reached the bottom, we now let down 3,000 mctres of lhne 
(1,625 fathoms), but in doiig so we lost about goo metres of 
Ime (487 fathoms) Accordingly I assumed that we had 
touched ground’ at 2,100 metres (1,13¢ fathoms), and I there 
fore lowered the line to that depth without touching bottom, 
The next day we took new soundings at depths of 2,100 2 300, 
2,500 and 3 000 meties respectively (1,137, 1,245, © 353, and 
1,625 fathoms), but all without touchiig bottom On the third 
day, Apr 25th, we sounded first at 3,000 meties, and then 
at 3,200 metres (1,625 and 1 733 fathoms) without tot ching 
bottom, The steel line being too short we had to lengthen it 
with a hemp line, and now went down to 3,400 metres (1,842 
fathoms) While hauling up we peice ved that the line bioke, 
and found that, in add tron to the ro fithoms length of hemp- 
line, we had lost about 275 fathoms of stcel line. We then 
stopped taking soundings till July 2and_as the hemp lines weie 
so badly worn that we daied not venture to use them again 
until milder weather set in 

Wind and weather wete, of cours2, a favouite topic on 
board the Aram, especially m connect on with our di ft As 
as but uight and proper, we had a weither prophet on board, 
to wit, Petersen Its speci. ity was to predict faa wind, aud 
in ths respect he was untuing, although his predictions were 
by no means invanably fulfilled Rit he also posed as a 
prophet in other depart ne its, and noting seemed to delight 
him move than the of er of a bet with him on h’s piedichons, 
If he won he was dcamiig with good Jumoui for days ata 
sttetch, and if he lost he often knew how to shicud both his 
forecast and the result in oraculat mystery aid daikness so 
that both parties appemed to be might At tuncs, as alicady 
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hinted he was unlucky, and the1 he was meic essly chaffed ; 
but at uber trues lt wo 'd Fave aien of asvoundtng luck, 
and the1 hts couiage would rise to such an extent that he was 
ready to prophesy and bet about anything 

Among his great misfortunes was a bet made with the mate 
on May qt1 that we should have land in sight by the end of 
October, And on May 24th he made a bet with Nordahl that 
by Monday night (the 27th) we should be at 80° E, long 
Needless to say we all wish,d that his incred ble predicuions 
might come true, but alas the mnacie did not happen, for it 
was not until June 27th that the #asz passed the 80th degree 
of longitude 

During the later part of May the sun and the spring weather 
commenced to disperse the Jayer of snow around the vessel to 
such an extent as to make quite a litt e pond ot snow water on 
the ice forward As at that pait especially, but also all along 
the side of the vessel the snow was fill gf soot, refuse, and the 
clearings fiom the kennels, 1t was greatly to be feared that an 
injur ous, 01 at any rate, obnoxtous smell might arise, and 1f, 
besides this as was the case last ycar, a pond should form 
round the vessel the water in it woud be too impure to be 
used in flushing the deck I theiefore set all hands to wok 
to cat away the snow fiom the staboatd side a job which 
took about two days 

The setting in of spring now kept us busy with various 
things fo. some time both on boatd aid on the ice, One of 
the fist th ngs to be done was to b ing our dept safely on 
board, as lanes and 1 fts were now forming more frequently in 
the ice, and some of the goods in the depét would not bear 
exposure to damp, . 

The action of the sun’s rays on the awnmg or tent soon 
became so strong that the snow underneath the boats and on 
the davits began to melt. All snow and ice had therefoie to 
be removed or sctaped away not only unde: the awning but 
also under the boats on the deck house, in the passage on the 
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starboard side, in the holds and wherever else it was necessary, 
In the afterhold the.e was m.ch mo.e ice Now tian L.stw.n er, 
ptobably owmg to the fact that we had kept the saloon much 
watmer this winter than before. 

In the saloon, the liniaty aud the cabins we Lad a thoomgh 
“sping cleaning” ‘This was very badly needed, as the 
calmgs, walls, and all the furmitme and fittings nm the course 
of the long Polar might, had got coveicd with a thick gr my- 
looking coating composed of soot, gtease, smoke, dist and 
other ingted ents. 

I myself took in hand the pa‘ntings in the saloon aid in my 
own cabin, which httle by hutle had assumed tle same dusky 
ground tt as their suoundings, and on the whole looked 
rather cn gmatic. By dint of much labo, and the application 
of a liberal supply of soxp and water, I succeeded in iestoring 
them to something I ke then pristine beauty, 

We finished our general clein up on Whitsun Eve, June rst, 
and thus spent a really comfartahle Whitsuntide with bulter- 
porridge for sipper, and a fow extra delicacies alter wards 

After Whitsunuide, we agun took m hand vaitous things 
sequined 11 view of the season, and of the possibility that the 
Ziram might get afloat in tre course of the summer. On the 
great hummock were miny th ngs I thought m ght be left there 
for the piesent; for mstance, the greater part of our dogs’ 
food. The cases containing this weie piled {ip to four dif- 
ferent herg its so as to form a sloping roof off which the water 
could easily run, and I had the whole covered over with tar- 
paulin The long-boat on the port side, which I proposed to 
leave on the ice till the winter, was deposited n1 safe place 
about 50 yards from the sh p, and provided with sails, rigg ng, 
oars, and a full equipment, ready for any emergency, 

‘The scraping away of the ice m the holds ard on the half. 
deck was finished on June s2th We trigd to cut the steam 
pipe aft (the p pe for rinse water) out of the ice, but had to 
abandon the attenpt Qne end of ths ppe aad been rest ng 
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ever since last year on the ice, and it was now so deeply frozen 
in that we could not release u, We cut a hole all round it 

4 feet deep, but the hole quickly filled with water, so we left 
it to the summer heat to thaw the pipe loose, 

«0 much water commenced to accumulate in the engme- 
room about this time that we had tc bale out considerable quin. 
tites certamly 130 gailons per day, We at first thought that 
the wate: was produced by the thawing of the ice on board, 
but it subseque itly appeared that 1t was mamly due to leakages, 
which probably arose from tie fact thit ice*forming in the 
different layers of the ship’s skin fo ced the planking somey hat 
apart. 

‘The state of health continued excellent, and the doctor had 
virtually nothing to do in his prcfessional capacity. In the 
way of ‘casualties ’ there were on y a few of the most trifling 
nature, such as a frozen big toe, a little skin chafing here and 
there, a sore eye or two, that was all Ilowever, we led 
a very regular hfe, with the 24 hows suitably d str buted 
between work, exercise aid iest, We slept well and fed well, 
and so we were yery little concerned at the fact that when 
being weighed on May 7th we wee found to have lost 
flesh. However, the fallmg off was not gieat; the aggiegate 
weight of the whole patty was barely 8 lbs, less than the month 
before 

There was, however, one compla nt that we suffered fiom, a 
contagious one, though not of a dangerous nature, It became 
a fashion, ot, if you like, a fashionable complaint, on board the 
Ham, to shave one’s head, It was sud that an fallible method 
of producing a more Juxuriant giowth of hair was to shave 
away the little harr that still adoined the head of the patient, 
fuell first started it, and then a regular manta set in, the 
others followimg his example one by one, with the exception of 
myself and one or favo more. Like a cautious geneva), I first 
waited a while to see whether the expected harvest sprouted 
on my comiades’ shaven polls; and as the hau dd not seem 
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to grow any sti onger | than before, I preferred a recipe adeied 
by the doctor, viz, to wash the head daily with soft soap and 
subsequently rub m an ointment To mace this treatment 
more effectual, however, and let the ointment get at the scalp, 
I followed the example of the others and shived my head 
several times Peisonally I do not bel eve that the process 
did any good, but Pettersen was of a different opinion ‘*’The 
deuce take me,” said he, one day afterwaids when cutting my 
hair, “af the Captan hasn't got some jolly strong bristles on 
his crown after that treatment 

May 17th brought the finest weat icr that could be imagined 
A clear, bright sky, dazzhng sunshme, 10° to 12° of cold and 
an almost perfect calm The sun which at this time of the 
year never sets throughout the 24 hous, was already high in 
the heavens, when at 8 a.m. we weie awakened by the firing 
of a gun and by joyous stra ns on the organ, We jumped into 
our clothes more speedily than usual, swallowed our b cakfast, 
and with the livel est expectation prepared for what was in 
store ; for the ‘Festival Committee” had been very busy the 
previous day. Punctually at rr oclock the va ious corpora- 
tions assembled under their flags and insgnia, aid weie 
ass gned their position in the grand procession, I maiched 
at the head with the Norwegian flag Next came Scott-Iansen 
with the #ram’s pennant, and then followed Mogstad with the 
banner of the Meteorological Depaitment, ric ily bedecked 
with ‘ cyclonic centics” and “prospects of far weather’ IIe 
was seated on a box covered with bearskm pliced on a sledge 
drawn by seven dogs, the banna waving behind hm on a 
pole rigged as a mast, Amundsen was No 4, bearing a 
demonstiation banner in favour of “the Puie Flag,” and he 
was followed by hir csquire, Nordahl on snowshoes with a 
spear in his hand and a nfle slung on his back, The flag 
showed on the red ground a prtwe of an old Norwegian 
warrior breaking hs spear over his knee, with tre inscription 
“Onward, Onward, [F'ram, Tram !] ye Norsemen! You own 
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flag in your own land, What we do we do for Norway.” 
Tifth in the procession came the mate; with the Noiwegian 
Aims on a red background, and sixth was Pettersen with the 
flag of the Mechanical Depattmen‘ Last came the “ Band,” 
lepresented by Bentzen with an accordjon. The procession 
was followed by the public diessed in the best, viz, the 
Doctor, Juel and Henrksen n picturesque confus on 

To the waving of binneis and strains of music the proces- 
sion wended its way past the corner of the University (viz., 
the Fram), down “ Kail Johans Street ’ and “ Church Street ’ 
(a road laid out by Scott Hansen for the occasion acioss the 
rift in front and the pressure ridge) past Engebret’s (the depét 
on the ice), and then wheeled round to the “ Fortification 
Parade,”* viz , the top of the great hummock, where at stopped 
and faced round with flags erect. 

There I called for chee.s in hor our of the festive occasion, 
in response to which there rose a ninefold hurrah fiom the 
densely packed multitude 

At exactly 12 o’clock the official salute of May 17th was 
fired from our b g bow guns, ‘Then came a splendid sanquct ; 
the Doctor had contubuted a bot le of aqua vitie, and every 
man had a bottle of genuine Ciown Malt Dauact fiom the 
“Royal Brewery im Copenhagen. 

When the 1oast was served Scott Hansen proposed the 
health of our dear ones at homes and of our two absent 
comrades, who he hoped might achieve the task they had set 
themselyes and return home safely. This toast was accom- 
panied by a salute of two guns, 

At 4 pan a great popular fest va: was held on te ice, 
The place was prettily decorated with flags and other 
emblems and the programme offeied a rich vauety of entei- 
tanments ‘There was rope dancing, gymnastics, shooting 


* 
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at running hares, aig many other lems ‘The pub ¢ we e 1 
a highly fest ve mood th ougho t udvigo a ly ap Ividel 
the artsts m all their pe formaices, After a supper which 
was not far behind the d mer im eacellence, we gathcied at 
n ght in the saloon «round a steaming bowl of puich “fe 
Doctor, amid loud applause, proposed the health of the or 
ganising commuttee, and I proposed the fram — After this we 
kept it up in the merriest and most cordial spirit until far 
ito the mght. 
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As spring advanced, the distuibaice in the ice incteased, 
and new lanes and pools were formad in every direction. At 
the same time there was a datly increase m the number of 
aquatic animals and buds around us. 

On the night of June 22nd I was awakened by the watch, 
who told me that there were whales in the lane on the star- 
board side, Everyone hurried on deck, and we now saw that 
some seven or eight female narwhals were gambolling in the 
channel close upon us, We fired some shots at them, but 
these did not seem to take effect, Later in the day I went 
after them in the scaling boat, bit without getting within 
range In oder to be able to give effectual chase, should 
they, as we hoped, pay us a visit in the future, we made ready 
two harpoon bladdeis and an oak anchor, which we attached 
to the end of the harpoon Ine. Should the whale, when 
harpooned, prove too stiong for us, we would let go the 
anchor and the bladders and if tle fates were not against 
us, we m ght be successful, 

We were quite anxious fo fry the new apparatus, and there- 
fore kept a sharp look out for the whales One or two were 
seen accasionuly in the channel, but they disappeared again 
so quickly that we Pad no time to pursue them. On the 
evening of July and we had the prospect of a good hunt, 
The lane swarmed with whales, and we quickly started out 
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with the boat in pmsu’t But this time, Loo they were co shy 
that we could not ge€ at them. One of them remained some 
t me ina small channel, which was so*narrow that we could 
throw acioss it. We attempted to steal on him along the 
ledge, but #3 soon as we had got within a short distance of 
hin he took alam, and swam out into tic age chafnal, 
where he remained rolling about, tuning over on his back 
for some four or five minutes at a ume with his head above 
water, puffing away, and positively jeci ng at us When at 
length we had wartly worked our way back again to the large 
channel, intending to assist him a little in his performances— 
pop ! away he went, ° 

Some days late: we again received a vistt from a troupe of 
these comedians in another channel newly fo med in close 
proximity to the vessel. ‘Three of them had long, heavy tusks, 
which they now showed h gh above the water, and then used 
to scratch their female friends on the back with, We imme- 
diately prepared ourselves with rifles and harpoons and xan 
towaids the channel as fist as our legs woud carry us But 
before we got there the beasts had fled. It was of no use 
tiying to get within range of these shy cicatmes, so, after that, 
as a rule, we allowed them to remain unmolested 

Once, however during the spring of 1896, we were nea 
catch ng a narwhal. I had been out fowl 1g, and was just 
bustly taking out of the boat the buds I had shot, when 
suddenly a naiwhal appea ed in the channel close to our 
usual landing place, where the haipoon with the | ne attached 
lay ready for 1mmed ate use I quickly seized the ha poon, 
but the coil of 1ne was too short, and whei I had got this 
night the whale dived below the water, just as I was ready to 
harpoon him. 

An occasional large seal (Phoca darbata) also appeared at 
this time, we chased them sometimes, but without success , 
they were too shy, 

With the fowkng our luck was better, and so early as Tuna 
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qth we shot so many black guillemots, gulls, fil nars, and I ttle 
atks that we partook on that day of of 1.1 meal of fies 
meat diuing the year’ The flesh of these birds 1s not, as a 
rule, valued vety much but we ate it with ravenous appet te, 
and found that it had an excellent flavour—better tian the 
téfGe est young ptarmigan 

One day three gulls appeared, and settled down at some 
distance from the vessel, Pettersen fired twice at them aid 
missed, they meanwhile resting calmly on the snow, and 
regarding him with intense admirttion, Tinally they flew 
away, accompanied by sundry blessings from the hunter who 
was exasperated at his ‘mshdp,” as he called it ‘The eye wit 
nesses of the bombardment had another idea of the “mishap,” 
and many were the jokes that 1ained down upon the fellow 
when he returned empty handed. 

However, Pettersen soon became an ardent sportsman, and 
declared that one of the fist things he would do when he 
retuned home would be to buy a fowlng pece, He appeared 
to have some talent as a marksman, though he had hardly 
ever fied a shot before he came on board the Jvam, Like 
all beginners, he had to put up wth a good many misses 
before he got so far as to hit his mark, But practice makes 
peifect; and one fine day he began to win our respect as a 
marksman; for he actually ht a bird on the wing But then 
came a succession of “mishaps” for some time, and he lost 
faith in his power of killing his game on the wing, and sought 
less ambitious outlets for his skill, Long afterwards the real 
cause of his many bad shots came to light A wag, who 
thought that Pettersen was doing too much execution among 
the game had quietly re loaded his cartr dges, so that Pettersen 
had all the time been shoot’ng with salt mstead of lead, and 
that, of course, would make a | ttle difference. 

Besides the ammals named it appears that Greenland sharks 
are also found in these‘latitudes One day Hem ksen went to 
remove the blubber from some bear skins, which he had had 
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hang’ng out in the channel for a week or so, he fow ad that 
the two sinallest sk ns*had been neaily devoured so thit only 
a few shreds were left It could hard y*have been any oth» 
animal than the Gieenland shark which had played 1s this 
trick We put outa big hook with a piece of burboer op it 
to try if we could catch one of the thieves, but it was of no 
use 

One day in the beginning of August the mate and Mogstad 
were out upon the tce trying to find the Icecl of the petroleum 
launch, which had been forgotten, They said that they had 
seen fresh tracks of a bear, which hd >ecn t otting about the 
great hummock, It was now almost a year since we Inst had 
a bear m our neigibouthood, and we fclt, therefore, much 
elated at the prospect of a welcome change in oun bill of fare, 
For a long time, however, we had nothing but the prospect. 
True, Mogstad saw a bear at the large hummock, but, as it 
was fai off to begin with, and going rap dly futher, it was not 
pursued. Almost half a year elapsed before another bear paid 
usa visit it was not tll Tebruary 28th, 1896 

As I said before, the 4am had, ever since the first week in 
May, been fast imbedded in a large floe of ice, which daily 
diminished in extent Cracks were coistantly formed in all 
directions, and new lanes were opened, often only to close up 
again in a few hours, When the edges of the ice ¢ ashed 
agaist each other with ther tlemendous force, all the ,10- 
jecting points wee broken off, forming smaler floes, and 
pushed ove: and under each other, or piled up into luge or 
small hummocks, which wotld collapse agun when the 
pressure ceased, and break off large flocs in their fall, In 
consequence of these repeated distuubances the ciacks in 
our floe constantly increased piticnla ly after a very violent 
pressure on July 14th, when rifts and channels were foimed 
right through the old pressure-ridge to port, and close up to 
the side of the vessel, so that it appearéi for a time as if the 
vam would soon slp down into the water, For the ume 
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being, however, she remained 11 her old beith, but frequently 
veered round to different points of the cOmpass during all these 
dsturbances in the ice ‘Lhe great hummock, which co- 
stantly increased ils distance fiom the vesscl, also drifted very 
nregulatly, so that it was at one time aleam, at another right 
ahead, 

On July 27th there was a disturbance in the ice such as 
we had not experienced since we got fast Wide lanes weie 
foimed in every direction, and the floc upon which the smiths 
forge was placed danced 1ound in an incessant whi], making 
us fear we might Jose the whole apparatus at any moment, 
Scott Hansen and Bentzen, who were just about to have a sail 
m the fresh breeze, undertook to transport the forge and al) ats 
belongings to the floe on which we were lynmg They took two 
men to help them, and succeeded, with great d fficulty, in 
saving the things At the same time there was a violent 
disturbance in the water around the vessel She turned 
round with the floe, so that she rapidly came to head W half 
S., instead of N.D All hands were busy gett ng back into 
the ship all the things which had been placed upon the floes, 
and this was successfully accomp ished, although it was no 
trifling labour, and not without danger to the boats owing to 
the strong breeze and the violent working of the floes and 
blocks of 1ce, The floe with the ru ns of the forge was slowly 
bearing away in the same direction as the large hummock, and 
served for some time as a kind of beacon for us. Indeed, in 
the dstance it looked hke one, crowned as it was on its 
summit with a dak skull cap, a hige iron kettle, which lay* 
there bottom upwards The kettle was orginally bought by 
Trontheim, and came on boaid at Khabarova together with 
the dogs, He had used it on the trip through Siberia for 
cooking the food for the dogs We used to keep blubber and 
others dogs’ food in it In the course of its long service the 
rust had eaten holes in the bottcm, and it was therefore 
cashie.ed, and thrown away upon the pressure ndge close to 
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the smithy It now served, as I have said, asa beico., and 
1s perhaps to day dufing about in the Polar sea 1 that 
cipacity—uniess it has been found and taken possession of by 
some Eskimo housewife on the cast coast of Gicenland. 

As the sun and mild weather brought ther nfluencg to 
bear upon the surface of the ce and the snow, the vessel 105¢ 
da ly higher and lugher above the ice, so that by July 23rd, 
we had three and a half planks of the greenheart ice hide clear 
on the port side and ten planks to stuboaid 11 the evening 
of August 8th our floc ciacked on the port, anc the Aram 
altered her hist from 7° to port to 1°5° sta bomc side, with 
respectively four and two planks of the ice hide clear, and 
eleven bow irons clear forward. 

I feaied that the small floe in which we were now embedded 
might drift off down the channel if the ice slackened any more, 
and I therefore ordered the mate to moor the vessel to the 
main floe, where many of our things weie stored, The order, 
however, was not qu ckly enough executed, and when I came 
on deck half an hou Jater the “7am was already dnfting down 
thiough the channel. All hands were called up immed ately, 
and with our united suength we succeeded im haul g the vessel 
up to the floe again and mooning her securely. 

As we were desirous of gett 1g the Jam quite clear of the 
ice bed in which she had been lyi1g so Jong, I de camiied to 
try blasting her loose. The next day, therefore, August oth, 
at 730 pm, we fired a mne of abott 7 lbs. of gunpowder, 
placed under the floe six fect from the stein of the vessel 
There was a violent shock .n the vesse) ween the mine 
exploded, but the ice was apparently unbroken A lively 
discussion arose touching the qucston of blasting, The 
majozity bel eved that the mine was not poweifil enough; one 
even maintained that the quantity of gunpowder used should 
have been 4o or 50 tbs = But just as we were n the heat of 
the debate the floc sudde ily burst, Tig lumps of ice fiom 
below the ship came driving up through the openings; the 
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Fram gave 1 preat heave with ber stern, started forward ard 
bega1 to roll heavily. as f to shake off the felters of ice, and 
then plunged w th a great splash o1t ito the water, The way 
on her was so st ong that one of tie bow hawsers parted, but 
Qtbarwise the launch went so smoothly that no shipbuilder 
could have wished it better. We moored the stern to the 
sol d edge of ice by means of ice anchors, which we had recently 
forged for this purpose. 

Scott Hansen and Pettersen, however, were very near gett ng 
acold bath, Having laid the mine under the ffoe, they placed 
themselves abaft wth the ‘,pram’* n order to haul in the 
string of the fuze, When the floe burst and the Jran 
plunged, and the remainder of the floe capsized as soon as it 
became free of its Goo tons burden, the two men in the boat 
were ja po pleasant p edcament right m tee midst of the 
dangerous maelstrom of waves ani pieces of ice; their faces, 
especially Pettersen s, were woith seeing while the boat was 
dancing about with {1em in the ca dion, 

The vessel now had a slight list to starboard (0 75°), and 
floated considerably hgiter upon the water than befoie, as 
three oak planks were clear to starboard, and somewhat more 
to port, with nine bow irons clea: forward. So far as we could 
‘see her hull had suffered no damage whatever, eithet from the 
many and occasionally violent pressures to which she had been 
subjected, or from the recent launching. 

The only fault about the vessel was that she still leaked a 
little, rendermg it necessary to use the pumps frequently For 
a shuit tme, indeed, she was nearly tglt, which made us 
inclined to believe that the leakage must be above the water- 
line, but we soon found we were in etror about this wt on she 
began to make more water than ever, 

Tor the rest, she was lying very well now, with the port 
side along an even and rather low edge of ice, and with an 





* A small keel less boat. 
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open channel to staiboaid, tie channel soon closed up, but 
sull left a small openin&, about 200 yards long and 120 yaids 
wide J only wisned thar winter would séon come, sv that we 
might f eeze securely into this favourab e position, But it was 
tao early in the year, and there was too much disturbance, in 
the ice to allow of that We had st ll many a tussle to get 
th ough before the 7am sett ed in her last winter hei. 

Our dnift westward tn the latter half of June and the gieater 
pait of July was on the whole satisfactory, I give the follow ng 
obseivat ons — 











Date Latitude Lo ig tude Das af, of 
eo 7 , 

ie 22rd 84 32 80 53 N 
wie 27tt 84 4 ™ 35 N oy! 
wie 2gth S433 79 50 LNE 
uly Blas 84 48 "5 3 Sr 
uly th. 84 48 "1 7 Wsw 
uly 12 By qt 76 20 wow 
ly aol. bh 30 7 56 N.NW 
Wy at, $9 73 09 SW ys. 
Jaly gut. by o yo 11> SW 
Atgest oth by 38 7 4 NW 
Angi ot 22rd. ty 9 aoa] SW 
August 2asth. 8, 17 7 Tun 
Seotemoer 2nd. oe 47 77,=«407 a, 
September 6th. 84 43 7) 52 SW 














As it wll be see. fron the above there were compuatal vely 
small deviations Lowards the south and the north in the line of 
the diift, whereas the deviat ons to cast and west were much 
gieater 

Tiom Jine 22nd o the 2gth it bore 1apid y westwards thea 
bick ‘ome distarce 11 the begiaung of July, agan for a 
cot ple of days quckly towards the west, and then a rapid 
retuin till July 12th = Tton tus day un Pthe 221d we agin 
dutted well to the west fo 72° c6 hit from thit ima the 
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backward diift predominated, placing us at 79° 52’ on Sep- 
tember 6th, orabout the same longitte as we stated fiom 
on June 2otb. 7 

Duning this petiod the weather was, on the whole, fan and 
nul Occasionally we had some bad weather, with di ft- 
snow and sleet, compelling us to stay indoois, FTowever, the 
bad weather dd not worry us much, on the contraly we 
looked rather eagerly for changes in the weather, especially 
if they revived ow hopes of a good diift westwards with a 
plospect of soon gettiig out of otr prison, It must not be 
understood that we dreaded another winter in the ice before 
getting home We had provisions enough, and every thing 
else needful to get over some tw or three polar winters, if 
necessary, and we had a ship in which we all placed the fullest 
confidence, in view of the many tests she had been put to, 
We were all sound and healthy, and had learned to stick ever 
closer to one another for better and for worse 

With regard to Nansen and Johansen hardly any of us 
entertained serious fears; however dangerous their trp was, 
we were not afraid that they would succumb to ther haid- 
ships on the way, and be prevented fiom teaching Franz Josef 
Land, and thence getting back to Norway before the yeu was 
out On the contrary, we rejoiced at the thought that they 
would soon be home telling our fiends that we were getting 
on all right, and that there was every prospect of our return in 
*e autumn of 1896, It 1s no wonder, however, that we weie 
impatient, and that both body and soul suffered when the drift 
WaS Stow, or when a protracted contrary wind and back drift 
Se€M4 to make it highly improbable that we should be able 
to reach home by the time we were expected, 

Furthermore, the most important part of our mission 1s in 
a Way AChomplished ‘There was hardly any prospect that the 
dnt Would carry us much further northward than we were 
HOW.’ and whatever could be done to explote the regions to the 


HY th, would be done by Nansen and Johansen It was our 
me , 
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object, therefoe, m cpmplance with the imstuction from 
Tr Nansen, to make for ope 1 water and home by the shortest 
way and in the safest manner, dog however, eye ything 
within our power to cany home wth us the best possble 
scientific results. TheSe results, to jidge from ou eapeicece 
up to this pomt, were almost a foregone conclusion. to wit, 
that the Polai Sea retained its character almost unchan,ed as 
we drifted westwaids, showing the same depths, the same 
conditions of ice and currents, and the same temperatties 
No islands .1dcks, shoals, and still less, any matiliid, 
appeated in the neghbombhood pf our fiequeitly megular 
course ; wheievel we looked there was the same monotonous 
and desolate plain of mote o1 less rugged ice, holdiig us 
firmly, and carrying us willy n lly aloig with it Our scientific 
obseivat.ons were cont.nued Lninte.raptedly, as regularly and 
accurately as possible, and compused, besides the usual 
meteoiolog cal observations, soundings, measurement of the 
thickness of the ice, longtude and latitude, takng the 
temperature of the sea at various depths, dete:mining its 
sal nity, collecting speci nens of the fauna of the sca, mag ietic 
and electuical observations, and so forth 
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Wrin the rise im the temperature the snow surface beh’ ifra ne 
daily worse, so that it was seldom fit for snow shocing ; \¢&t,even 
with truger”* on it was most laborious to get along fost0r the 
snow was so soft that we sank in up to our knees Now, and 
then for an odd day or so the surface would be fit, even in the 
month of July, and we took these opportunites of Of Unaking 
short excutstons for shoourg and the like Then thed wa, surface 
would be as bad as ever again, and one day,whcn [hf hatha to go 
out on the sce to fetch a ful nar which had been woun4 Josited the 
siow was so soft that 1 constaitly sank in up to iar Winy wast 
Before I could each the bud the whole pack of dott thé, cam 
teaung by, got hold of it, and killed it One of thettings dog 
seized the bird in his mouth, and then there was a wild > in Prac 
between it and the otheis, At last the whole pack tunea 
back towards the lane in the ice again, and I watched my 4s 
opportunity and snatched the brd fiom them. JI had pard 
pretty dearly for my booty, all spent and dripping with per- 
spiration as I was from plodding through that bottomless 
mioias of snow, 

Oui chief occupation was still the work at our sledges and 
kayahs ‘The sledges, which were ail brought on board fiom 
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the great hummock whgre they had lam all the wiiter, were 
repaned and fitted with runners, By July 16th they were al 
in good o1der—eight hand sledges ard twd dog sledges. 

The kayaks, upon which we had o1g bee. engaged, were 
finished about the sametime. We had now in all five dougie 
and one 6 igle kayak. ‘Of these I myself made one, tics ngle 
kayak, which weighed 32 1.5 AL of them were tested 19 t1e 
channel, and proved sound and wateit ght. Both the kayaks 
and the sledges were hoisted on the davits, so tiat they could 
be let down at a. moment's not ce 1n case of necdd. 

The petroleum launch, wh cl: was of no use to us asit was, 
but would afford good matenals for runners and other things 
was brought from the great ht mmock and taken to pieces It 
was built of choice elm, and a couple of planks were 
ammediately used for runneis to those of the sledges, which, 
for lack of materal, were as yet unprovided with these 
appliances 

The med cine chest, which had also lain in d>pét at the 
giecat hummock, was fetched and stowed away in one of the 
long boats, » uch had been placed on the presst re ridge hard 
by the ship The contents had taken no ham and nothing 
had burst with the frost, although there were several medicines 
m the chest which contained no moie than ro pot cent of 
alcohol 

At that time we were also busy selectig and we gh ig pio- 
visions and stores foi eleven men for a seventy days’ slec g ng 
expedition and a six months sojourn on the ice, ‘The k ids 
of provisions and their weight will be scon fom the accompany 
tig table 


Snvryry Days’ StepGr Provistoss ox Tr ven Mtv 


ls 
Cadbury schaco ate, § boxes of 48s. 8 240 
Mert chocolate . . ry 25 
Wheaten bread, 16 loses of 4p1 5 are 3 . . 704 
Danish butter, £2 ting of 28 tos, oy . . 3jo 
Limejuice tablets . . . 2 
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. 
1 si four (1 oftssor Varae 5) 
Vis ig poro0des paris > 2615 . 
Knon s per sot p . + . 
» ~~ Jenu scarp a 
| eTTSHp 4 ee 
Bovr , 2 boxes P 
Vnil food 3 ov . 
Ontneal 1 box 
Sena powle 11) 
Aletontte biev 4 vovesof §015  . 
Pen micar, 6 > >se9 
; 7 sachs . . . 
Live, 1 sack a 
=. ‘Lolal ° 


Besides these we took salt, pepper, and mustard 


Lbs 
50 
98 


104 


80 
50 
260 
340 
592 
102 





3,016 


PROVISIONS 10R Err\en Men puRING A SIX MONINTIS SLAY 


ON die Ter 


Roast and bo ed becf, 14 t 16 cf 72 Ibs . 


Manced co lops, 3 t 1 of 48 Ibs . . 
Corned beef, 3 t 1s of 84 1oy 
Co up essed ham, 3 t ns of 84 Ik . 


Cormed mutto), 17 tis of 6 Ibs 

Bread, 37 tins of 50 lbs . 

Knorr s soups, viniots 2 tris of SC} 5 
Vegetables» white cvbbage, jul cnnc, pot | cits 
Lo r, sugar 3 cases of 40 1s 

Oat ned, 4 cases of So Ibs 


Groats, 4 cases of 0 Ils . 
Cran serry 2 cases of 10 35 . . 
Margarine, 20 jars of 28 hs . . 


Lune 1 tongue 1 ese 
Danish bi tter, 2 crses . 
Stcarine cind cs, § cscs 
Preserved fsh rt 
Macarom, i cwe . 
V .ng potatocs, 4 cases . ‘ 


Vaige’s fish flom,2¢ o> 

Trame food ye ly, Bye 

Marmalade jel y, 1 jar 

Limeyuice jelly, # jar ‘ 
Cadiu yschaculate 3 01°63 . 


Lbs 

1 008 
144 
252 
252 
102 


11g 
6o 
120 
320 
320 
20 
560 
20 
336 
200 
2? 
xa} 
208 
2u0 
19) 
5+ 
St 
144 
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ry Lbs 

Lactoseim cocoa, 1 case . . . . . . 1S 
Maik, 10 cascs of 48 tins . ry oom . . 480 
Ter, i case . . . . ’ . . : 20 
English pemmican 13 enses . . . . . 156 
Danish pemmaican § case a . . ’ 68 
Died liven patties, 3 cises . . . . a4 

. . 20 


Vil food, 5 cises a é 


Besules these, 2 tins of sult 1 tin of nn stud, aad 1 Un of pepper, 


When all the stores were 1cady aid pricked, they weie 
provisional y stowed at ectta n fixed points on deck, wider te 
awning forward, I did not want,tlem taken out on the ice 
until later in the yerr, or wit circt nstances rendered ‘t necer- 
say We hid still abundance of coal—about 100 tons. I 
considered that 20 tons would be about enough for six months 
consumption on the ice With that quantity, theiefoic, we 
filled batts, casks, and sacks, and took it out on the ice, 
together w th 1,400 ]bs of tin1ed potatoes, about 45 gallons of 
petioleum, about 80 gallons of gas oil, and about 34 gallons of 
coal o1l 

As the ship was sti! deeply laden, I wished to lighten het as 
much as possible, if only xt could b2 managed without expos 
ing lo 1isk any of the sto es which had to be t loaded, After 
the windmill was worn out and taken away we had, of course, 
no use for the battery aid dynimo so we took the whole 
cance n to pieces and picked it up, w th lamps, globes, and 
everything belonging to 1. ‘Lhe same was done with the 
petroleum-motor. ‘The “ hoise mil” was also tiken down and 
put out on the icc, with a lot of heavy materials One long- 
boat had Lee 1 pet out ca ‘ier, at d new we touk the ot ier Cown 
from the davits, and took it up to the great hummock, But as 
the hummock shortly aflerwards dnfled a good way off from us, 
the boat, wish everyting else that Jay there, was bionght back 
again and pliced upon the great ice flog to which we wee 
moored om “estate,’ as we used Lo call it On top of the 
davits, and ught aft to the halfdeck, we tan a patio of 
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planks, on which the sledges, kayaks add othe: things were to 
be latd up 11 the winter, 

On Je'y zaud we Continued utr deep sca sur dings (lung 
two on that day, the first to 1 354 fathoms (2,500 metics) and 
the’second to 1,625 fathoms (3 ooo metics) without touching 
bottom ether Une In order to make sure that the lead 
should sink we lowered away the line very slowly, so that it 
took two hours and a quarter to reach a depth of 3 ooo metres 
On the 23rd we again took two soundings, one of 1,840 fathoms 
(3,400 meties) without finding bottom, and then one in which 
we found bottom at 2,056 fathoms (3,800 metres). Il took 
two hours and a half to lower the lead to the latter depth 
Finally, on July 24th we again took a sounding of 3,600 
metres without finding bottom and therefore concluded the 
depth to be from 7,700 to 3,800 metres 

On July 7th tic doctor rowed out in the ‘pram’ in scarch 
ofa gre but came back empty handed. There were remarkably 
few alge to be fourd this summa, nor did there seem to be 
so muctan nal life in the water as there had been the car 
before 

Yor a few days after she got loose, the ram lay ina very 
good position in the pool, but during the mght of August 14th 
a high block of ice came floatiig down the Jane, wh ch had 
now widened a Iittle, and jammed itself between ae ship’s 
side and the further edge of the pool, which it thus ¢styely 
blocked. As we did not like having ths uncomfortable and“ 
dangerous colossus close at our side, in case we should 1emain 
at the same spot througho.t the autumn and winter, we 
deteimined to blast it away. Scott Hansen and Nordahl st} 
once look this in hand, and accomplished the task after 
sevetal days’ labour. 

On Saturday afternoon, August 17th, a pretty slrong ice 
pressure suddenly stt in around us In the counse of a few 
minutes the Zam was lifted 22 inches by the stern, and 14 
inches by the bow In stately fashion with no note, and 
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without heeling over in the least, the heavy vessel was swiflly 
and lightly raised, as she had been a feathei—a spectacle at 
once impressive and reassuring. e 

The next day the icc slackened a little agawn, and the ship 
was once moie afloat | So it lay quietly unul tie morning of 
the arst, when another stroig pressure began ‘T1e slip how 
lay in a very awkward pos ton, with a high humm ck on each 
s de, which gripped her amidships for a space of about 9, yards, 
and screwed her up 6 or 8 inches But the presste ended in 
half a1, hour o1 so, and the 4am sank again into her former 
borth, 

When there were symptoms of* pressure we always tried to 
warp the ship as far away as possible fiom the threatening 
point, and occasionally we succeeded But ding the stormy 
weather, with southerly winds, which prevailed at this t ne, it 
was often quite impossible to get her to budge ; for she offered 
a great surface to the wind, with her heavy tgging and the 
h gh awn'ng forward Our united forces were ofte1 unable to 
move her an inch, and tce anchors, moorings, and warping 
cables were perpetually breaking, 

At last, on August 22nd we succeeded i1 warping the ship 
along a bit, so that we might hope to escape presse if the 
ice should again begin to pinch. As the ice soon after 
sackened a good deal, and became more brokei tian before, 
we some days later made another atte npt to haul her a little 
further, but had soon to gse it up, there was ot enough 
space between the two great floes on ether hand of us, We 
now lay at the same spot unt] September znd with hafa gale 
haw ng co vt'n al y fan the south-west, and w.th heavy ram 
now and then On tie evening of At gust 3ot., for instance, 
we had a violent rain storm, which loose ied the ice coat ng of 
the r ggixg and made a frightful racket 1s it brot ght the p cces 
of ice clattering down upon the deck, the deck house, and the 
aw ing ° 

Our “ estate” was very thoroughly ploughed, hai rowed and 
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diamed at this me by wnd, ian, pressme, and other such 
doughty labourers Then came the ®resome Dbisiness of 
mot 1g the ngs git fam the shp, whch ‘nvolved the 
cutting up and parce lig oct of almost the whole “cstate,” so 
that what was left open to us was scanty and cramped enot gh 

‘Rhus reduced, the “estate ’ now formed an approximately 
oblong floc w ti its gicatest length from cast to west, and 
suriounded on all sides by more or less open nfts and lanes 
The I'vam lay mooied to the north s de, close to the notth cast 
port, with he: bow headiig west Im ned ately astern of her, 
and separated fio n the point only by a nr ow lane, lay a la ge 
floe upon which was stowed, among other th ngs, a part of ow 
provision of coal, Tar off to the westward the gieat hummock 
st ll lay drifting 

While the other sides of the “ estate” were pretty nearly 
stra ght the cast side formed a coacave arc o1 bay, wluch 
offered an excellent wintei berth for the am But there was 
no possbility of getting the ship into tt so log as the channel 
between the “estate” and the floe to eastward icmained closed 
Late in the afternoon of September 2nd the ice at last 
slackened so much that we could make an attempt By the 
help of our tackle, we managed to get het waiped a sh p’s 
length eastwaids, but it was impossible fo. the moment to 
get her any further, as the new 1ce was altcady pretty thick 
(the night temperature was—5° C.), and also a good deal 
packed Noi was it any use to br ng the ice saw 11to play and 
cut a chaniel, for the slush was so deep that we could not 
shove the fragments aside or under cac) other. 

Tue ucat day began with Lalf « gate fiom the svuth cast and 
rain, but at 6 o’clock the wind moderated and veered to the 
south and at 8 o’clock the ice around the laie begin to slacken 
a good deal As there was now more room, we made good 
progress with cutting our way through the new tce, and before 
midday we had got thg 7am hauled into the bay and moored 
im the winter harbout which we all hoped might prove her last. 
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When Nansen ard Joharsen set out they left seve 1 dos 
behind, the bitch Stssi” and the s\ youngest pt 4 c> 
“Kobben,” ‘Siadde>’? ‘Bela? “Sav.nt,” “Axel and 
“Bors.” On Aprl 25th ‘ Sussi? gave b th to twelve 
puppies, We had made a cosy | ttle keancl for her 01 deel, 
ling at with iemdeer skin Petteise, came down in*the 
moining, and told us that ‘ Sussi’? was mui3z iotnd 
whining and howhng. Mogstid and Iweit uy aid sut ier 
into the kennel, wiere she at once give buth to a pu py. 
When the afternoon came, and we siw that more and more 
citizens were being added to om conmunty we fea ed trat 
the mother would not be able to warn all her itter, aid con 
sequently removed the whole family into the siloo. A the 
puppies we c large aid handsome, most of them yuite white, 
and looking as though they would turn out rcgtlar little 
“Dyelkier,” as the Samuyedes cali ah wiute duys They x ew 
and throve excellently as saloon passengcr., and were petted 
and spo led by every one. They made y.er home in the 
saloon for a month, and then we traisferted ticm to the 
above-mentioned kennel on deck. After they had been tp 
there for some wecks, it appeucd as though they had 
suddenly stopped growing, allhough they were constantly well 
fed with raw bear’s flesh, milk, and the bioken new fiom ow 
table About the second week of Augtst two of the puppies 
died of corvulsions, The doctor ma ged to swe a tird by 
means of wim baths and careful nu sing Al tre end of the 
month another of them was seized with convu sons and ded, 
although it, too, was treated with warm ths and comfort ibly 
noused, first in the sa’oon and afierwiuds im the wo k 100m 

In the beg nning of Septenber, when the fiequent ram 
made things very moist and uncomfoita le in tie cennel and 
on deck, we built a kennel out 01 the ice with a taipau m root 
and a floo of planks, with plenty of shavings s cad over 
them, Wh le it was being built we let the whole pack of dogs 
oul upon the ice, but after playing for half an hor the 
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pupp es, one after another, began to have coavulsions. The 
attacks passed quickly over, however We dienched then 
wit’) soap and water, find tnen sctrled them tn tneir new apode 

As the pupp es grew older, we had to keep a sharp watet 
upop then when we let them ott upon the ice. They rompec 
and gambol ed with such ungovernable glee that it ofter 
happened that oe or other of then plumped into the wate 
and had to be laboriously fished out again by the Master o 
the Hounds for the time being o: whoever else happened tc 
be at hand Moveover, they soon acquired a taste for longe 
excursions, and followed ou tracks far over the ice, 

One day the doctor and { wee out photograph ng. At a 
considerable distance from the sh p we came upon a large poo 
of fresh water, and took a httle rest upon its mviting, mirror 
hke ice ~=While we Iny there chattiig at our ease, we saw 
‘Kobben” coming after ts As soon as he caught sight o 
us, he stopped ant stood wondeting what strange creatures we 
could be Tei we begar to cieep on all fours towaids him 
and the moment we did so, ‘ Kobben found his Icgs to some 
purpose Ile set off homeward as though he were running for 
dear life, and even whe. we got back to the sh p, and several 
other pupp’es met us aid knew us, the poor cieature was still 
so pan c stricken that it was a good while before he ventured 
to come near us, 

On September 28th we again lost one of the puppres It 
was seized with convulsions and lay whin ng and howling all 
day As the evening advanced, ind it became paralysed along 
one side, there was no hope of saving it, we put an end to its 
misery Tt was pitiful to sce how these pretty little creatures 
suffered when the convulsions came upon them. 

On Octobe: oth “Sky nt” gave’ bith to puppies, but as so 
young an animal could not have brought them up, especially 
in such a cold season, we allowed het to keep only one of 
them as an expenmeht, the others weie at once .}ed A 
week Jater “Susst” produced a second hitter, two he dogs aid 
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on 
nine she We let her keep the*two males and one of the 
females ® 

Tt proved inadvisable to have Loth the u otters vith their 
families m the sane kenne. If one of the motheis went ot 
for a moment, the other at once took all the puppies iitg her 
keeping, and then there was a battle royal when the first one 
returned and waited to reclaim ler prope ty Someth ng of 
this sort had, no doubt, occurred one night 11 the case of 
“Skvint,’ whom [enriksen found in the momning lying at the 
door of the kennel ftozen so fast to tie ice that it cost us a 
good deal of trouble to get her loose again. She must have 
had anything but a pleasant mght the thermometer had been 
downto 33°C. (27 4°Tabr) and her tul was frozen fast 
to one of her hind legs, so that we had to take her down into 
the saloon to get hei thawed To obviate such n isadventures 
for tne future I hid a detached vua vuilt for her where she 
could be at peace w th her child 

One evening, when Mogstad was housing the puppies for 
the mght, two of them were missing Hennksen and I at 
once set off with lanterns and guns to hunt for then We 
thought that there had been a bear in the neighLourhood, as 
we had heard a great deal of batking eatlier in the day out 
upon the ice to the east of the ship; but we could find no 
tacks After supper we sct out again, five of us all car yiig 
lanteins After an hours search along the lanes and tp in the 
pressure r dges, we at ast found the ptppies o1 tle other s de 
ofa newline Atiough the new ice on the lane was strong 
eaough to bear them, thcy were so ter fed afler iavng been 
11 the water Liat they dared not come over to us, and we had 
to make a long detour to gct hold of them. 

Th the middie of December we took the youngest puppres 
on board, as they had now g own so bg, and ran way if they 
were not very closely watched, ‘I'he gangway was left open at 
nght so that the mothers could come*into them from the ice 
whenevei they wanted to, 
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In 1espect to temper, thete was a gieat difference between 
the gene ation of dogs we had ot g nallf taken on board and 
those we now had, .While tie forme: woe great fighters 
peipetually at feud with each o hei, and often to the death, 
the latter weie exceedingly quiet and well behaved, although 
wild find ficice cnough when it came to Chasing a bear. Now 
and then theie would be a little sqiabble among them, but 
this was rare‘ Axel” was the woist of them. Shortly before 
Christmas, he all of a sudden made a fierce attack upon the 
unoffend ng ‘ Kebben,’ against whom he boe a grudge. But 
he got the ropes end for supper several times, and that 
improved his manners amazingly, 

During the first half of September the weather was very 
unsettled, with pievatling westerly and south westeily winds, 
a good deal of rain and snow, especially rain, and frequent 
disttihanece in the ce The f agt at n ght, wh ch camet nes 
1eached ro° ot 11°, soon made the new ice strong enoigh to 
beal a man except just at the stern of the ship, whee all 
the slops were throw. out Tfere the 1ce was much broken 
up, and formed a thick sli sh, the stiface of which was frozen 
over, but so thinly that it would not bear much weight. Thus 
it happened one day that three men got a ducking, one after 
another, at the same treacheious spot, The fist was Pettersen, 
He had to go round the stern to look to the log! ne which 
hung from the ships side to pert, but before he got so far, 
down he went through the ice Shortly after the same thing 
happened to Noidahl, and halfan hour later it was Bentzen’s 
turn to plump in, Tle plunged nght up to his neck but at 
once bobsed 1 p agara | cea en k, and scrambled gal artly up 
on to the edge of the ice without a moment’s delay The 
observation of the log line had to be postponed, while a giand 
changing and diying of clothes took place on boaid. 

On September rsth the ice slackened so much that there 
was quite a little sea dvetween us and the great hummock, 
The following day the ice was still so much disturbed that we 
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Lees 
lad to thnk seriously of fetching buk the thngs whicd stl 
hy thee About m@dday I took a walk over lowads the 
hummock to find out a suita dle t ansporl path, and dscoverd 
an excelent one, But some homs latea, when I sct off with 
men and sledges to fetch sack the th 1¢5, so many aies Jad 
opened around the “estate” that we had to give tp the 
atte npt for that day. Du ng the whole of Scple nba, and 
well on in October, there was almost 1icessint distt bance 11 
the tee. New lanes opened on all sides, some close to the 
ship and there were fiequeit pressures, ‘Tie winter ha 3011 
we had fouid proved an eacellent one, ‘Tere was very little 
dstuibance in the bry where the iam wis moored, tiain<s to 
the new ice we here had around us, of wh ch the presstie was 
quite inconsiderable It was quchly brocen up, aid the 
fragments forced over or under each other, whie the two solid 
points of the bay bore the bruit of the attacks. Once o twice 
it seemed as though the //.am would be afloat again before the 
winter finally chained her in ts icy fetters, On October 25th, 
fo1 instance, it slacke1ed so much in the Jane nearest us that 
the ship lay free fiom the stern night to the fore chuns; but 
soon the ice packed together again, so that she was once more 
frozen quite fast. The hadest pressme occurred on October 
26th and 27th, bit the ship was not very severely attacked, 
Pressure, however, 1s moie tnpleasint m winter, on account 
of the deafen ng noise 1f makes when the ice 15 hurled agai 1st 
the ship’s side. It is quite d fferent n summer, when the ice 
Iismore tough and clasic, and tic pressure goes on calmly 
and qu ctly, 

After November rst a more pewcful peuod set in, the 
pressures almost ent rely ccased, the cold iicie sed, the wind 
remained easterly, and we drfied at a stealy sate norlhyards 
and westwards for the rest of tie year 

Dining the attumn the drift had put ow patience to a 
Severe test Owing to the p cvailmg yesterly winds it sore 
steadily eastwards, ard day after day we looked in vain for a 
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change, The only thing that kept oyr spr ts up was the 
knowledge that if we weie go1ig backward, it was slowly, 
somet mes very slawly, ideed — Pven several days of westerly 
wnd dd not take us so far lo the cast but that a day o1 two 
of favomable wnd would e1able us to make up what we had 
lost, “with someth'ng to boot. 

September 22nd was the second anniversary of our being 
fiozen in, and the event was celebrated with a litt ¢ fest vity in 
the evening. We had reason to be satisfied with the second 
yeu’s duift, since we had advanced nearly double as far as 
during the first year, and, if this continued, there could 
scarcely be any doubt that we should get clear of the ice in 
the autumn of 1896, 

As will be seen from the following table, September 22nd 
also brought us a marked change for the better. On that day 
the wi ter duft set mm for good, aud lasted without intermission 
through the remainder of the year, so that between that day 
and the second week in January we diifted fiom 82° 5 to 
4v° 41’ long. 





Direct 01 of 









Date. Latitude, Longitude. Wind 
° ’ ° ’ 

September 6th, 1895 84 43 79 $2 SW. 
September tith 1895 84 59 78 15 £ 
September 22nd, 1895 8 2 82 5 Calm. 
October gth, 1895 . 85 4 79 30 E 
October 19th, 1895 85 45 78 21 E toN 
October ath, 1895 . 85 46 73° 25 NE 
October goth 18)5 85 46 7o 50 NNW 
Nove tur 8th, 1895 85 qt 65 “2 c 
November 15th, 1895 85 555 66 31 FNL 
Nove nber 25th, 1595 85 475 62 56 N.L wo N. 
December Ist, 1895 85 2b 58 45 5 
December th 1595 85 26 54 qo Nr 
December 14th, 1895 85 24 fo 2 Calm 
December 2 st, 1895 $5 15 47 56 NE 
December 28th, 1895 p 85 24 48 22 NW 


January gth, 1896 . 84 57 gl 4i N 





¥ 
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On October 11th w6 hauled up the log hne and cst a new 
hole foi it in the ice right astern Tlitreito the log had hed 
only roo metres (54 fathoms) of line,now we gave it 300 
metres (162 fathoms) 

After the middle of September the cold sterd ly 1 icreased, 
as the follow! 1g observations will show 








| Mamu 


Date Te pa itine 
. Degrees Degrees 
Centgrie Fat chet 

Septenber 18th . , ; 125 + 96 
September 26th . . 240 12 
October 9th . ’ 300 220 
Novenber § 14 . . 322 258 
Nove nber gth aes 333 36.8 
November 2and ’ ’ 43 6 46 4 
December 31st . oe 446 48 2 





The weather was, as a iule, fire during the last three 
months of 1895 wth clear ai and I ght breezes; oily now 
and then (for example, 01 October 29th, and November 11th, 
26th, and 27th) the wind fieshened to hifa gale, with a 
velocity of as much as 48 feet per second. 

In the beginning of September we found that the Jam was 
drawing nore and mote wate , so that we hid a stiff job every 
day to pump and balehe: empty Bat from the 23rd onwards 
the leakage Stead: y decl ned, and about the second weck of 
October the engine 100m ws quite wate tight. It st lleaked 
a little, however, in the main hold, but soo1 the leak ceased 
here also, the water haying frozen in the ship’s side lor the 
rest, we employed ou time 11 all sorts of work about the sh1p, 
cutting up and 1emoving ice in the hold, clean’ng, putting 
things in order, ctc. ° 

Not until September 23rd did the stale of the ice peimit us 
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to cairy out our intention of fetch ng bark the th ngs fom the 
gieat hummock The suface was that day excelent for 
sledges with Geiman “silver iunners , wooden runiers, on the 
other hand, went rather heavly We had also done some 
roadmi. 1g here and there, so that the co1yeyance of the 
goods went on casily and tapidly We Inought bick to the 
sh p, n all, thirty sx boxes of dog biscuits, and four baniels of 
petroleum. Next day we bought all that was left, and stacked 
it on the ice close to the shtp 

On September 16th Scott Ilansen and NotJahl set about 
prepatations for bu Iding a proper house for then magnetic 
obseivations, Their build ng ma eval consisted of great blocks 
of new ice, which they piled upon sledges and diove with the 
aid of the dogs to the site they had chosen Except for one 
or two trial tps which Scott Ilansen had previously made with 
the dogs, this was tie fist time they had been employcd as 
diaughtanmals ‘They drew wel, and the cartirg weit 
excellently The 10ouse was built entuely of hewn blocks of 
ice, which were ranged above eac1 other with an inward slant, 
so that when finished 3t formed acompact circular dome of ice, 
in fom and appeaiance not unlke a Tini tent A covered 
passage of ice led into the house, with a wooden flap for a 
door 

When this obseivatory was fiiished, Scott Hansen gave a 
house warming, the hut being magnificently decoiated for the 
occasion It was furnished with a sofa, and with ar nchaus 
covered with beat and 1endee: skins, The pedestal in the 
middle of the floor, on which the magnetic instiuments 
were to be established, was covered with a flag, and an ice floc 
seryed as atable On the table stood a lamp» t1a.1ed shade, 
and along the walls were fixed a number of red paper lanterns, 
‘Lhe effect was quite festal, and we all sat 1ound the roon in 
the Inghest of spuits Om aruable host addiessed hittle 
humorous speeches to very one = Pettersen expressed the wish 
that this nught be the last 1ce hut Scott Hansen should build 
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on this trip, and thatéwe might all be home agtin tus time 
next autumn, and ‘ nore the wo1se for 1t all Petteise 15 
artless lictle addiess was recuved w th f dnue en husias + 

For the rest, Pettersen had just about this 1 m> entered upon 
anew office having from September roth onwa d under aken 
the whole charge of Jucl’s former domain, the galley, a 
departme xt to which he devoted his whole heart and n which 
his performances gaye entne saiisfacton to eve y one ‘The 
only btanch of the culinary at wth which he would have 
nothing to do was the baking of Chi stmas cakes ‘hts Jucll 
himself had to attend to when the t ne came 

When wimter set in, we built otnselves a new smithy 11 the 
place of the one which drifted off on July 27th It was con 
stiucted on the pressure ridge where the boats aid pat of the 
stores fiom the great hummock had been placed, Its plaawas 
very much hike tnat of the former smuiny We first hol owed 
out a cavity of sufficient size m the piessureridge, and thea 
roofed it over with blocks of ice and snow. 

As the year waned, aid the winter » ght impended, all the 
sea animals and buds of passage which had swarmed around 
us and awakened om longings dumg the shoit summer, 
deserted us one by one = They set off for the south, towards 
sunshine and light and hospitable shores wh e we lay tice 11 
the ice and darkness for yet another winter, On September 
6th we saw the last narwhals gambo ling in tie lanes «around 
the ship, and a few days later the last flock of sku § (Lesd> gs 
parasiticus) took ther depa te, The sun moves quickly in 
these latitudes from the first day that he peers over theho izon 
in the south till he cncles roid the heivens all diy ail all 
night 5 but still quicker do his move ne ils seem when he 1s on 
the downward path 11 autumn — Before you know wieie you 
are he has disappeared, and .the ¢ ush ng dakness of the 
Arctic n ght surrounds you once more 

On September rath we should Ifve sce1 the midn gl 
sur for the last time if it had been clear, aid no Jater than 
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October 8th we caught the last glim sq of tle sun’s rim at 
nudday ‘Thus we plunged into the longest Arct c n ght any 
human bemgs have yet hved through m about 85° N. lac 
Henceforth there was nothing that could for a moncnt be 
called daylight, and hy October 26th there was scarcely any 
precept ble diflurence between day and n ght. 

Whenever time permitted, and the sutface was at all 
favourable, we wandeied about on snowshoes in the neigh 
bourhood of the sh p, either singly or several together On 
October 7th, when all of us were out snowshoeing in the 
morning, the mate found a log of drift wood 7 feet long and 
yainches thick, Part of the s’oot was st]] attached to the trunk. 
‘The mate and I went out in the afternoon and brought itn on 
ahand sledge No doubt it hid grown in one of the Siberian 
forests, had been swept away by a flood or by the curient of a 
rivet, and carried out to sea to be conveyed hither by the drift 
1ce 

Besides snowshoeing, we also took frequent walks on the ice 
and on November zoth I gave orders that every man should 
take two hours’ cactc se a day inthe fesh air, TI inyself was 
very fond of these walks, which freshened up both soul ard 
body, and I would often wander backwards and forwads on 
the ice four o1 five hours a day, as a ile two hours im the 
moining and two in the afternoon. 

On* October 8th Scott Hansen and Mogstad made an 
experiment in dragg ng sledges with 230 lbs of fleight. They 
started at half past nine and ret srned at five 11 the aflernoon, 
after haying been aout fom milcs from the sh p, and traversed 
metty heavy country. 

We dd not believe, mdeed, that the 27am 1an the si ghe t 
1 sk of being crushed in any ice pressute, but it was obviously 
possible, o1 at least concery w/e, 30 that it was ow duty to be 
prepared for all contingencies Accordingly we devoted much 
labour and care to secfhing out-elves against being ta.cn by 
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At the end of oui we estab] sied a vew dey dt othe 
ice, consisting of provisions for sx mon hs, w ta full equ p 
ment of sledges kyaks, saovshoes cte |The povsions were 
divided ito five d fferent piles, ind stacced so tiat the soxes 
im each pile formed an arch ‘Thus stored, not more than 
two cases could well bé lost exen if the worst happened, did 
the ice split up rght under the heap. The provisio1s con 
sisted partly of pemmican as may be seen by the I st quoted 
aye y nutitious artic e of det, whic) makes an evcel eit sort 
of Irish stew (lobscotse) Wt1 200 grammes of pemmicin, 
roo grammes of bread and 120 gram nes of potatoes you ot 
make a very satisfy ng and palatable d sh, 

On November 28th we passed tie s vueth degice of loig 
tude and celebrated the occasion by a hite feist ‘The 
saloon was decorated with flags, ard aratier more sumptuous 
dinue: than usual was setved, with cofee after it, whue supper 
was followed by a dessert of fru ts and preserves, ‘Th s merc jan 
passes near Cape Fi gely in Franz Josef Land, aid tnogh 
Khabarova, where we two yeas ago had hidden farewe] to 
the last fa nt traces of civilisation, So it seemed as though we 
really felt ourselves nearer the world and 1 fe, 
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N w Y yr’s Day came wits fne, clear weather, moonlight, 
and about 43 denees of cold, The ice kept» remarkably quiet 
fod et nen x. 01 “ahriay 4th he pressire con 
rerwed gun Twas not of lorg durttion but made a g eat 
no cw Cit sleds (ie ice UP rotnd ts roared and screamcd 
ac ita ue nendous gie wie bowing I took a walk on the 
sce for the purpose, iC possible, of absetving the pressute more 
close y, bit could sce nothing, ‘The fo lowiig day we aga 1 
sal ied forth on the ge, and fond a comparatively new channel 
aid a large new presstict dge avout a mile from the ship = It 
was i npossible, however, to gel any comprehensive view of the 
sate of the ice, as it was st! too dark, even at midday, The 
“surface of the snow was haid and good, but the hollow edges 
af the snow drifts were so deceptive that we every now and 
then tumbled head over heels 

On Vebraay 7th Seat, Hansen, Henrt sen, Amundsen, and 
myself took a 1un northwards from the ship, The further 
noith we went, the more broken and uieven the ice became, 
and at ast we had to turn, as we came to a new and wide 
lane Dering the minmga dark bank of clouds had been 
giliert 1g in the south weit, and now the fog gat so thick that 
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it was not easy to fhd our way back to the hip agin At 
last we heard the voice of ‘Suss,” aid frots the top of 2a 
plessure uidge which we ascended we got 6 ght of the c ow’s 
nest and the main topmast of the 2vaw, Lowel 2% above 11C 
fog, only a little way off Close as we wert tol e ship ¢ was 
not so casy to get on board agan We wete stopped by a 
large lane which had formed just abaft the shp dui ng our 
absence, and we had to skit t a long way westwa ds before 
we could cross if Those on board told us that the ope ung 
of the lane had given the ship a great shock, very much line 
the shock felt when we blasted the Ham loose 11 August At 
1230 at night we fet another hock in the ze. When we 
came on deck we found that tic ice had cracced about 30 
yards abaft the ship, parallel wth the large lane = ‘The crack 
passed aloig the side of the nearest long boat, and nght 
through one of the coal heaps. On the heap a bairel was 
standing, which would have been lost if the cack had not 
divided itself in front of 1t at about 1 g it angles and then jomed 
again, after passing through the oute: edges of he heap. On 
the is and thus formed the bairel and some coal bags floated 
abott in the channel Tlowever, we soon got the sland 
hooked td’sho e, and the covls were all saved, with the excep 
tion of a sack of x cwt, w uch went to the botlon By way 
of making sure, I gave orders that the depét siould be 
inspected once during each watch, o: oftencr 1° the piessme 
began again 

On Lebrnary 13th Hem'ksen, Amtndsen, and I made an 
exped t'on southwards to examine into the state of the tce in 
that direction We found that tt was very uncyen there, too, 
and full of comparatively new lanes ‘he char net abaft the 
ship widened duuing the forenoon and gave off such masses 
of fog that we soon lost sight of the shp ‘The next day it 
opened still more and on the 16th there was a very strong 
ptessure in it The ce trembled afd oued lice a great 
waterfall, and sp} ntered into small hoticzontal flakes 01 the 
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sulface The prcsstic was repeited algaost every day, and 
more cracks and lanes ware conctintly to be seen for sone 
tine But after thite the ice was conpatitively quiet unul 
Apul roth, whe vit aga a begia to be ve y restless On the 
nyhtof the 1gt. the presstre wes very gong on the lane on 
the port side. We ware obl ged to haul up the log line with 
the bag and sh the sotne ng aoparatus. ‘The same night 
the ce sp tinder two of the pioy sion depéts, so that we had 
to gut the n close: to the sh > 

On (he mo aing cf the 21st we we ¢ awtke ied by a violent 
pressire ister: No dihl cume down and woke me, saying 
that the ice threatened to sugh in over the yesse) We found 
that a tremendous ice floc | ad be2n pressed up over the edge 
of the ice astern aid came gidi g along unchecked until it 
ian right against our stern = But tie Z¢am had boine shocks 
Ike this hefore, and now 111 She held her own well, The 
ice was split against the stroig ste n, and lay shattered on 
both sides of the sh p on a Icvcl w th the edge of the half deck 
all the way forward to the mizzen sh ouds, The sh p now lay 
almost loose im her seith, and the icc round about was broken 
up into a mass of smaller flocs. As these were pressed down 
by the heavy diifis, 1 was hard work to get round iff ship, as 
one tan the risk of plumping dow. into the slush at any 
moment, 

Tate im the afternoon of May rgth the lane between the 
foge and the sh p began to widen yery much, so that ina 
couple cf hours time twas abou go yards wide, Tron the 
cow’s rest T saw ¢ 1 the south cast a luge channel extend ng 
vetiwads asia ay TD coud sty, aid ac cham el abaft us 
extended to tic north cast as faras my sight co td reach, I, 
thaefore, weit out 11 the “pam” to try to fil a passage 
th ough to the chaiel on tic scuth east, out without result 
Afier supper I wis off agua southwirds, but I could not find 
any thoroughfme — Al®ro q’clock 1 the evening I again went 
up in the clows nist, and now saw that the channel had 
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widened considerabfy and reached away sot (awards as far as 
the eye could reach, with dark at oye it, 

scott Hansen and J deliberated as tb what was i be done 
Although I d’d not believe it would do mtch good under the 
circumstances, we decided upon an attempt to blast the vesse 
fiee. We agrecd to try some mines right aft and all hands 
were at once put to ths work, Tust we fired sx ponda 
munes at abort the same spot, bit without mich result, ‘Then 
we made an unsuccessful trial with gun cottan, At 3 o’clock 
m the morning we concluded operations for the time being 23 
the 1ce was so thick that the drll dd not rcach through and 
the slush so bad that it was Mnposs ble to get the ice Noes 
shoved away. At § erght o’clock the nest morimng we hud 
two new mines whtch Scott Hansen and Nordahi had made 
ready during the nght, but neitier of them would go off 
One or two of the mines which we had fired durtig the day 
had produced some effect, but so little that st was not woith 
while to continue, We were obl ged to wait for a more 
favourable condition of the ice. 

The weather dming the two first weeks of Janumy was 
settled agd good, with clear a'r and go to go deg ecs of cold. 
The coldest day was January rsth, when he the moneter 
showed fiom 50° C (—58° I.) fo —s2° C. ( 616° LV’), 
The last two weeks of January the temperatu ¢ was cor det 
ab y h ghet, but dropped aga n in February, t 1 on the r3th 
it was about ~—48° C. ( 54°4° F.), alee whch it was some- 
what higher: about —35° C (— 31° P) during the rem nder 
of Februa y On March gth the thermometer again showed 
40° C of cold; but from thit «time the enperatt e rose 
quickly, ‘Ibus on Match rath it was —ra° C, (+ 150°4° 1 .), 
on the ajith ~6°C (fare Fr), wih a few colder days, of 
course, tow and then April was somewhat cold throug rout, 
about —25° C, (13° T.), the coldest day was the 13th, with 
—34°C (—a9'2° F), ‘The first wee @ of May was also somo- 
what cold, about —20° C. (—4° TP) to —25°C (—13° 1) 
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the second week so newhat mi dei, aboul§8—14° C. (46 8°T), 
and on May azst we had the fust rise above ficesing pomt of 
this year, the maximum thermometer showing at the evening 
observation +-0'9° C, . 

Some days during this winte: were remarkable for very 
great and sudden changes in temperatuic One instance 
was Iriday, February zist In the morn ng it was cloudy, 
with a stiff breeze flom the south east. Late im the afteinoo1 
the wind sudde tly changed to the south west, and slackened 
off to a velocity of 14 fect; and the temperature went 
down from ~7° C. (+19 4° rT) in the moming to 25°C 
(-13° F) shortly before the change in the wind, rapid y 
rising again to —6 2° C, (+209° F.) at 8 o'clock pm. 

In my journal I wiote of this day as follows. “T was walling 
on deck to .nght, end before I w ent down had a look out aster1 
When I put my head out of tle tent, I felt so warm a cunent 
of air that my first thought was that there must be fire some 
where on boad I soon discovered, however, tiat it was the 
temperature which had risen so greatly since I was under the 
opersky Scott Hansen and I afterwards went up and placed 
a thermometer under the ship’s tent, wheie it shoyed only 

19°C ( 22°F), while the theimometer outside showed 
~6° C (+212°F) We walked for some time backwards 
and forwards, and breathed the warm an m deep draughts 
Tt was beyond all desciiption pleasant to feel the mild wind 
caress one’s check Yes, there is a gieat difference between 
living in such a tempeiattne and daily breathing an air 40° to 
50” below fiecz rg pont. P.rsonany, I am not very mucn 
imcommoded by it, but miny complain that they fecl a pair 
deep in the chest I ony fird when I have been taking a 
good deal of exercise thal my mouth 1s parched ” 

The followiig day, Tebruary 22nd, it fi st blew from the 
SSE but later the wind chinged to half a gale from the 
west, with a velocity of s5 fect per second ‘Lhe barometer 
snowed the lowest 1ead ng dining the whole soyaje up ull 
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then, namely fase The ar was so full of diiftirg 
snow that we could not see 6 feet fiom the ship, and the 
thermometer house out on the icc wag in a few ygunutcs so 
packed with diift snow that it was impossible to read off the 
instiuments, It was not very comfoitable dow1 in the sglooy 
as it was imposs ble to create any draught. We made unsic- 
cessful attempts to I ght the stove, but soo1had to take ithe 
fire away to pievent suffocation by smoke Sunday mght the 
storm abated, but on Monday and Tuesday the e was aga 1 
half a gale, wath snowfall and dr ft, and nearly 28 degrees of 
frost Not before Wednesday afteinoon did the weather im- 
p ove mm earnest, it the. cleared up, and the wiid slackened 
to r9 feet 6 inches, so both we aid the dogs could get out 
on the ice and take a little exercise, The dogs wanted to get 
out of thei: kennes in the moimg. but even they found the 
weather too bad, and slunk in again, 

We had a good many rough weathe: days like this, 1ot only 
in the winter, but also in the summa; but as a rule the rough 
weather lasted only 2 day at a time, and did not involve any 
great discomfort, On the contiaty, we had no objection to a 
hte rough weather, espec ally when it was accompanied by a 
fiesh breeze, that m ght diift the ice specd ly westwaids Of 
couse, what most interested us was the di fig and every- 
thing connected with at, Our sp iits were often far better in 
rough weather than on glitter 1g days of clew weatiet, with 
only asl ght biceze, or a calm and a bill ant aurora borealis 
at night, 

Wit. the d. fr we had reason to be well satufied, especi=Ily 
in January and the f st week 11 Tebttary. Duwing that me 
we drifted all the way fiom the 48ti to the 25th degree of 
longitude, while our latitude kept steady: about 84° so’, 
The best di ft we had was fiom January 28ti to Februuy 3rd, 
whe the e was a coistant st f biceze blowing fiom the east, 
w ch on Sunday, Vebruary and, inéreased to a speed of 
58 to 69 fect a second, or even moie dur ng squalls ‘This 
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was, however, the only tei gale dung tie whole of our 
voyige, On Satu day, Febiuary rst, we passed the longitude 
of Vardo, and celebraged the occasio: by some festiyitics in 
dhe evening Or Lebsuuy 5th we wore in 84° 20 N iar 
and 33° 28 1 long, and we row diifted, some distance back, 
so that on Pebitary 29th we were in 27° E loog Afterwards 
the daft westwitds was very slow, but 1 was bette: towards 
the south, so that on May 16th we we e¢ at 83° 49’ N. lat and 
12° 50’ E long. 

The dr ft gave occasion tc many bets, especially when it 
was good, and spirits propot.ionately hgh One day at the 
end of January, when the life showed that we were diifiiig 
briskly in the 1 ght direction, Henmksen found his yoice and 
said: “We have never made a bet before, Captain; suppose 
we make a bet now as to how far south we have got.’ “ All 
night,” I said, and we accordingly made a bet of a ration of 
salmon, I that we were not south of 84° 4o, or between 
4o and 41’, and he that we we e between 36 and 37’. Scott- 
Hansen then took an observat on, and found that Hennksen 
had lost. The latitude was 84° 40 2 

S nce the last bird of passage left us we had nowhere seen 
asingle hv 1g creature, right up to February 28th Not even 
a bear had been seen during our many ramb eg on the ice. 

At 6am Pettersen came rushing into the cab n, and told 
me that he saw two bears near the ship I hued up oa 
deck, but it was still so dark that I could not at once get 
sight of them, although Pettersen was pointing in then direc 
tion. At Jast I saw them trotting aloig slowly towards the 
ship, A>out 150 yards away they stopped, I tied to take 
am at them, but as it was still too dark to be sute of my shot, 
I waited a Lttle, hop ng that they would come newer. They 
stood foi a time statiig at tha ship but then wheeled round 
and sneaked off again I asked Pettersen if he had something 
to fiy wh ch would sme‘l really mice and strong and entice the 
bears hack He stood rumiiating a hittle, then :an downstairs, 
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and came up again with a pan of fied butter and omens “I 
am blowed if I haven’l got somethmg savoury for them,” he 
said, and tossed the pan up on the1ale Tie beats hid long 
been out of s‘ght. It was cold, 35 degrees I should thik, and 
I immed down to get my fur coat on, but before I hid.done 
so Pentzen came rinn ng down aid told me to make haste, as 
the bears were comi1g back We tore o1 deck at full speed, 
and now had the animals well within range, about 100 metres 
away I squatted down behrad the tau, took a good a n, and 
—missed fire.» The bears were a | ttle startled, and seemed to 
be conte np ating a retreat I quck y cocked the mile again 
and fired at the largest one Tt fel head over heels wth a 
tremendous roar ‘hei I fired at the secoid one It first 
turned a fine somersau t before it {1 A ter that they both 
got up and took a few steps forward, but then they both came 
down again. I gave them cach one of the two cartndges I 
had left, but still this was not enough foi these long lived 
anmals Pettersen was very much mtetcsted in the sport 
Without any weapon he 1an down the gangway and away 
towards the bears but then he suddenly had misgivings and 
called to Bentzen to folloy him Bentzer, who hid no 
weapons either, was natural y not very keen about renning 
after two wounded bears After getting some moie cut dges, 
IT met Pettersen madway between the bears and the Fray, 
The animals wee now crawl ng avig a pessureridge, I 
stopped at a d stance of 30 yards, but fitstofalI iad to shout 
to Pettersen, who 11 hs eagetness, iuriied on before me, and 
now stood just in tic Ine of fire At ast the giert she bea got 
her death wound aid Tian aloap tie pressu er dge on oder 
to see whee the otrer one iad got to Suddenly it stuck its 
head up over the rdge, and Tat once sent a shot throigh its 
neck close up to the head. 

All hands were then called out, and _gieat was the rejo'cing, 
Our mouths watered at the thought of*the delic ous fresh meat 
we should now enjoy for a long t me. It was abou t 16 months 
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since we had last shot a bear and for 14 months we had 1ot 
had any fiesh meat, except one or two d 5 1¢s of seals and bids 
shot ding the sunyner We blessed Petteisens savoury 
fryng oan, The bears we 2 cut ua and made into steaks, 
ussoles, roasts, ele, Live the bones we Jad aside to make 
soup of. ‘The tbs were the most succulent We had them 
for d sncr, aid everybody voted that a 91loi1 of bear was a 
dsh for a king Accord ngly we all ale very lage helpings, 
with heartfelt wishes that st might not be long before some 
beats agam paid us a yisit . 

Afler this Pettersen became so infatuated with bear hunt ng 
that he talked of it early and*late. One day he got it into hs 
head that some bears would come during the n ght He had 
such a belef in lus forebodings that he made all possible 
prepaiations for the n ght, ard got Bentzen to join forces wit 
him, Bentzen had the morntig watch, and was to call hin as 
snan as tie hears appeared =A me y fel aw, who want ta 
make sure of sceing Petteisen bear hunting, had taken the 
precaution to hang a litle bell o1 Benteens mifle, so that he 
could hear when they stuted. Unfortunately no bear rppcaied. 
Pettersen, however, had so set hs heart on shooting a bear 
that I had to promise to let hin hive a shot some time when 
I myself was by and had a chaige ready, in case the mcon 
cetvable should happen, and Petteisen should miss a mishap 
which he would find 1t very had to get over. 

On Sunday, March 8th, w2 had another insta ice of a sudden 
change in temperature like that of Tebruary arst, In the 
moining it was cloudy, with a fresh breeze from the E.NT, 
but at 3 pm, the wind fell, and at 6 oclock chi iged to al ght 
SSI breeze Attre sare ume we verpermete rose fron 

26°C (—14°8° F) to 8° C. (+ 176° I) and at was 
very pleasant to saunte: round on the half-deck in the evening 
and breathe the mild air. 

On March qth we sat the sun for the first ime It should 
have heen ys ble the day 2¢fo e, but the 1 it was too cloudy 
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By way of rere it was now a double festival diy, as 
we could celebrate both the ictuin of the sun and No dahl’s 
birthday m one. . 

On March r4th it was one ycat since Nansen and Johansen 
commenced then long ice journey. ‘The day wascclebiated by 
a bette: dinner, with coffee aftcr wards, and a pt ich-bowl in the 
evening. 

Besides the usual scieit fic observations, wl ch weie con- 
tmued without avy intenuptio1s woth mestioiing, we also 
took soundings dung the wiiter, bit did not 1cac1 bottom 
with a 3,000 metre line (1 625 fathoms) 

On April 13th Scott [Iansen afd I took a1 observat o1 with 
the theodolite, and Nordahl a1 obseryat o1 wita the sextant, 
on the natural hor'zon, According to the theodol’te, the 
latitude was 84° rr 5, and by the seatant 84° 13’. We had 
pteviously ascertained that there was a d [ference of about two 
m1 ites between the artific al and natu al horizons In ns ng 
the natural horizon a smaller latitude 2s obtained, even though 
there is no mnage. ‘The devtation w Il, however, unde favour 
able circumstances seldom exceed two munutes But if there 
is much m rage, it becomes almost impossible to obta 1a fairly 
couect testlt, As aaule, therefore, in taking observations in 
the duft ce, one has to use the artificial houzon or theodol te, 
if a very exact result is desired 

As the tme pissed 01 towards sping tie days decane 
longer, aid more i fts and ciannels were fo med 10urd the 
ship It was time to thnk of begnniig preparat ony for 
forcing Lie 26am aherd as soon as 41 ficiently luge ope ungs 
should appear in the ice, ‘Tie thngs storcd on the ice had 
been f equently sh.fted abo. t .1 the couse of the wate, rut 
as the ice became more bioke1 up, it was of ) tlle use to shift 
them. Soin the middle of April we took the w nter depét on 
board and stowed it away in the miain hold. We also took on 
board the sacks from the coal dep6@ while t e barres and 
hogsheads, together w th the dog biscuits kayaks, and sledges, 
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were for the present left upon the ice. The sun at this time 
became so strong, that on Aprl roth the snow began to melt 
away on the tent, aloug the sh p’s side it had been melting for 
several days, 

‘The first harbinger of spring we saw*this year was a snow- 
bunting, which made its appearance on the evening of April 
25th It took up pernanrent quarters in one of the sealing 
boats, where it was treated vith groats and sc aps of food and 
soon got very time It favoured us with its presence for 
several days, and then flew away, The Jawi had ey dently 
been a welcome resting place for it, it had caten its fill, and 
gathered new strength for the remainder of its journey, On 
May 3rd we were again vsited by a snow bunting, and a 
couple of days later by two more, I fancy it was our former 
guest, who in the meantime had found its mate, and now 
returned w'th her to call and thank us for our hospitality. 
They rema‘ned with us about an hour, and did their best to 
cheer us with their chiptig and twittering ; but as the dogs 
would not give them any peace, but chased them everywhe ce, 
they finally took A ght, and did not return aga n, 

After the first few days in May, we removed the te nporaty 
deck, which had been laid over the davits, c eaed the man 
deck, and took both the sealing boats and the long boats on 
board, The gangway was also removed, and a laddei put in 
its place, Next we shipped the rest of the coal depédt, the dog 
provisions, and the sledges , 1n fact, we took in everything that 
was left on the ice. All that was now left to be done was to 
get the engine ready for getting up steam, and this we set 
about on May 18th 

The dogs gat on well in their kennels an the ee, man te 
of the prolonged and inte se cold, and we had vay 1 ttle 
trouble with them, But after the first month in the New 
Year some of the b'gge: dogs became so fierce towards the 
smaller ones that we had t> trike two of the woist tyrants on 
board and keep them lockec tp for at me They alsodd a 
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good deal of mischibt whenever they had a1 opportun'ly 
One day, for instance, they began to gnaw al the kayaks that 
were placed on the top of the largest dgg kennel. Jlowever, 
we gat hold of them 11 time befoie any scious da nage was 
done and cleaned awgy me suow round the kenucl, su,that 
they could not cl nb up again to go on w th this amusement 

On Tebruary roth one of ‘ Suss s” puppies littered We 
took her on board, and Jaid her in a large bpx filled with 
shavings. We allowed het to keep only one of her five pups, 
we killed two at once, one was boin dead, and she had 
devoured hei first bor1 the can ubal 

Some days later “ Kara” hadea hitter, She was the only 
one of the dogs who manifested ary maternal instinct. It was 
quite touch ng to sec her, and we fe t sorry to have to tike the 
pups away fron her ; but we were forced to make away with 
them, not only because it was impossible to bring them up at 
that time of the year, but also because the mother herself was 
ony @ puppy, delicate and diminutive 

In the beginning of March the October whelps were let out 
all day, and on March 5th we put tien, with the olde: dogs, 
under the hood of the fore companion, In the evening tie 
cover was put on, and when during the n ght the hole near the 
edge of the ice becime filled up with snow, tt got so warm in 
the hutch that the hor frost and ice melted and all the doss 
got wet The pups felt the cold ternbly wien they wee let 
oat inthe mo ning and we therefore took the n down into the 
sa oon, unt] they were warn agaiy 
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On May 17th the vam was in about 83° 45'N lat and 12° 
so E long We again celebrated the day with a flag pro- 
cession, as on the previous May 17th. Mogstad sat on the 
beat skins in the sledge, duv ng a team of.seven dogs, and with 
the band (z¢,, Bentzen) at hs side Just as we were arranging 
the processton for the march upon the ice, five female narwhals 
suddenly appcared, and immediate y afterwards a small seal 
was secn in the lane abreast of the sh p an enlivening sight, 
wypich we accepted as a good omen for the coming summer, 

The great hummock, which was the scene of om merry 
makings on May 17th last ycu, was now so far away and so 
difficult to reach on account of lanes and rugged ice, that the 
festivit es in the open air were limited to the flag procession, 
The cor tge took us way southwards, past the thermometer hut, 
to the lane, thence noithwards along the lane, and then back 
to the ship, whee it dispersed, but not before it had been 
photog aphed 

At 12 oclock a salute was fired, after which we sat down to 
an excel ent dinna, with genuine “Chateau la Sram,” vintage 
1896 * ‘Lhe table was laid with great taste, and there was an 





* This claret was made for the occas on, and consisted of the yrice of 
dried red whortlebeinics 2 1 b Ibetr es, wit i the adc tior of a hr tle sp rts 
I wis highly complimented on ths beverage, anc scaved at agai on other 
occisions 
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elegant paper napkiif at cach cove, with the word 7a *1 
the cotne: and the following inscr’p! on .— 
The Seventeent 1 May our meno u dey, 
Reeal s whit om fathers have de ie 
Tt cheers vs and bortens ng nn tn a Gay, 
And shows 1s thtt whee there s 1 wi | there’s a way, 
Aad wih nght on o11sde, we nay lope to disphy 
‘The proud banner of victory won ” 


Duning the dinner speeches weie made in honot of the day, 
of Noiway, of Nansen aid Johansen, ete 

Dur ng the days following May 17th we weie occupied im 
getting the engine and its appuswtenances ready fo. work and 
clearing tic rudder well and the propeller well. Tust we 
attempted to pump water into the boiler throngh a hose 
Jet down into a hole out upon the ice But the cold was 
still so intense that the water fioze in the pump. We were 
obliged to carry water in buckets aid pour tt into the boiler 
by means of a cansas hose, made for the occasion and cauied 
from the boiler to the hatchway above he engine-room, 
Amundsen thought at first that he had got the bottom cock 
clear so that he could let the watei run duect into the bo let, 
but it soon became eyident that 1t was too slow work as long 
as there was still any ice around the cock Later on we 
hoisted the furnel and lighted the fuinaves, and on the 
aftarnoon of May roth the steam was up for the fist me 
since we got into the ice in the autumn of 1893 

Next we cut away as much of the ice as possible in the 
propeller well, and cai ed a steam hose dow1into it Tt was 
very effectual. We also altempted to use the steam for 
melting away the ice in the propelle: sheath around the 
shaft, bee without apparent success We cusily procmed 
waler for the bole: now by filling the watertank on the 
deck with ice and melting t with steam 

After supper we vent down into phe engine room to try 
to turn the shaft, fnd fizally we succeeded in giving it a 
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thiec q atters tur1. ‘Ihs was victory, ahd we were all fu ly 
satisfied with the day's work 

The fol owing day we me ted awry the Ice m the rudder 
well by stéam and at * 30 pm Amuidsen begai to “move? 
the engine Some large pieces of ce floated up from the 
ruddé: stock or fiame, we fished ther up, aid everything 
was in oidcr. A nu idse@1 Ict the eng’ne woik some time, and 
everybody was dawn with him to see the wonder with their 
own eyes, and to be convinced that he real y had got 1t to turn 
round, “ 

This was quite an evant for us. It filled us with renewed 
courage and the hope of soon,gett ng out of our long captivity, 
though the way might be ever s0 long and weary, The 
Fram was no longer a he pless ball, tossed to and fro at the 
capi ce of the drftice Our gallant ship had awakened to 
renewed hfe after her year long winter sleep, apd we rejoiced 
to feel the first pu satrots of her strong y beatng heart, It 
seemed as if the 20am undeistood us, and wanted to say 
Onward | southward! homeward ” 

The state of the ice around the sh p, however, was still far 
fiom being so favourable as to give us any prospect of getting out 
just at present It is true that symptoms of spring began to 
show themselves: the temperature rose, and the snow vanished 
rapidly , but we still remained al about the same latitude where 
we had been lying for months, na noly, at about 84°, Tom 
the crow’s nest, indeed, we could see a large channel, which 
extended southwards as far as the eye could reach , but to get 
through the belt of ice, cver 200 yards wide, which separated 
us from it, was impossible before the thick pack ice slackened 
somewhat We, therefore, made no attempt to blast the ship 
fce, but deyoted our t me to various duties on board did 
whatever was left undone, got the steam windlass in oider, 
examined all our cordage, and so forth, 

In the hole in the ice. which was always kept open for the 
sinking of the log line, we had placed the heads of the two 
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bears, so that the amhipodes might pick off tie n cal for us, 
task which they usually perform quickly amd effectually 
One day, when a swarm of amphipodas, appeared prove the 
bears’ heads, Scott-ITansen caught a lot of them in 2 bag net 
and had them cooked for suppei, mtending to gue gis a 
regular teat But we were sadly dsappomted ‘Thee was 
not a part cle of meat on the miserable creatui2s, noth 1g buat 
shells and emptiness. If we put acotple of dozen ito om 
mouths ata time, they tastedsomewhat kesirtips. But Tam 
afraid that were we hmnted to such fare, and nothing else, we 
should soon diminish unpleasantly in we ght. 

In the later days of May the pyospects beca ne br ghtei, as 
the wind changed to half a gale fiom the cast and noith = ‘The 
ice began to drift slowly towaids the sout r-west, and cont nued 
toslacken at the same t me, so that on May zgth we could sce 
to the southward a good deal of open water, with dark sky 
above, as far as the eye could reach 

After several requests had been made to me, I deaded to 
make an attempt at blasting the vessel clear At rpm we 
fired a mire of rro Ibs, of guipowder Jt hal an astomsh 
ingly good effect, wrenching up heavy masses of ice and 
send ng them rushing out mto the channel Ow hopes 
revived, and it really seemed that another such blasting would 
entuely libe ate the vessel I nmed ately after diner we went 
to work to lay another Iaige mine, 20 yards abaft the stein. 
It gave us an inciedible amount of wosk to make a hole m the 
ice to get tie chaige down = We fiist dulled anole; then we 
tued to mace it lager by blowing t out by means of snall 
ginpowder charges, and later with gun cotton, but it was 
ofno aval Then we had to 1esort to la ices, ice picks, stea n, 
m short, to every possible means, but all in vain, The tee 
had, however, got so cracked 11 all d cet ons, ow.ng to .b2 
many charges which had been eaploded in the same pace, 
that we presumed thgt a large mine mehe log! ne hole vould 
blow up the whole mass, As the ice was thinner at that part, 
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the m'ne was lowcied to a dept: of 1d yaids. It exploded 
with tefic effect. A nughty column of water was forced 
as hgh as the foretop I did not consst of water alone, 
but contamed a good’ many lumps of ice, which ramed down 
fot some distance iound, O2¢ piece of over rx ewt, came 
down rght though the tent, and on to the forccastle ; other 
pieces flew over the vessel, and fell on the starboaid side 
Scott Hansen and Hem ksen, who were stand ng on the ice 
at the electuc battery used for firmg the mine, were not 
pleasantly situated when he mine cxploded When the 
shock came, they of course started to 1un as fast as then 
legs would carry them, butethey did not get away quickly 
enough to 1each the deep snow The pieces of ‘ce raned 
unmercrfully down upo. their backs. After a great deal 
of tiouble, we laid and fred two other lage gunpowder 
mines, besides some smaller ones, but without much effect, 
We then bega1 to drill holes for two gun cotton mines, wh ch 
were lo be fired s multaneotsly. But when we had got down 
twoanda half dr llengtis the screw btoke, and before we 
could proceed we had to fie new grooves on the other dni, 
which had become worn, At 12 0’c ock at n ght we knocked 
off work, after haying been at it unceasingly since the moi 
in 

‘Next day at 6 oclock the boing was continued. But the 
ice was so hard and d fficult to work at, that, although four 
men weie handing the dnl, we had to erect a small ciane 
with tackle to hoist the dill out every time ut got clogged, 
The ice was so thick, that it took four driilengths (about 
20 feet) to make a hole though it One of the gun cotton 
n ies was now loweied into tie hole, wh le the other was put 
beneath the edge of an old channel by means vu! a long pole. 
Both mines were fired s multaneously, but only one exploded 
We connected the wires, aid thei txe othe: went off too, 
But the result was fai from answei ng om expectations, 
Athough the large mines were caied down to a depth 
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of 20 yards where @he ice was thi, the resistance was too 
great for us 

The blasting was now discontinued, till June nd, when 
during the mght the ice opened up along the old. lane clase 
to the vessel, Tost vwe fired a gnn cotton mime night abaft 
It took effect and spit the ice close to the stern. Next we 
dilled a hole about 16 feet deep 2 ght abreast of the ship, 
and loaded it with ro prismer, or 330 grammes, of gun cotton 
(equivalent to about 30 Ibs. of oidinay gunpowder), but as 
I thought it would be too risky to explode a mine of this 
sttength so neai the vessel, we first fired a small gunpowder 
mime of 11 lbs to see what effect 1t would have. ‘The result 
was insignificant, so the large mine was fired Tt made things 
lvely indeed! The ship recetved such a shock, that one of 
the paintings and a rifle fell down on the floor in the saloon, 
and the clock in my cabin was hurled from the wall. It was 
evidently felt in the engine-room as well, fo. Amundsen had a 
bottle and a lamp chimney smashee, On the ‘ce the exp osion 
took such good effect, that the ship neaily bioke loose at one 
blow, she was now merely hanging on a httle forward and aft, 
Wth a little more work we mght hwe got quite cleu the 
same evening, but I left her as she was to avoid the trot ble 
of mooumg het. Instead of that we had someting eatra after 
Sippel ; we cons dered that we had done stich a good stroke 
of work that day that we deserved a reward 

Neat moining we blew away the ice that held our bow, I 
myself took a pick axe and commenced to hack away at the 
ice which held the stern fast I had hadly beer at work at 
this for more thar four o1 five minutes before the vessel 
suddenly gave a lurch, settled a ttle decper at the stem, and 
suuved away f om the cdge of vie ice, unur the hawsers became 
taut, She now lay about 6 mches higher at the bow than 
when she froze fast in the autumn Thus the Jam was free, 
and ready to force her way through the*ice as soon as the cir- 
cumstances would permit. But we were stil unable to move, 
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Even n the moith of May thee had Been signs of whe cs 
and seals in the channels, and an occasional sea bird had also 
put ia en appemance « Dui pg che months of Jura and Ju'y 
there was st 1 more animal | fe aiound us, so that we could 
soon *go in for hunting to om hearts’ content. During the 
summei we not only shot a number of ful nars, black gi He 
mots, sktias, auks, and I ttle auks, but also a couple of eider 
ducks, and even a brace of bioad billed sandp per We also 
shot a number of small setls, but only got hold of six; tie 
others sank $0 tapidly that we could not reach them in time 
As a matter of cou se we welcomed every opportunity of a 
hunting exped tion, espec al 9 when there was a beat in the 
case It was not often he did us the honout, but the greater 
was the excitement and interest when his appearance was 
announced Then tie lads would get lively, and hastily 
prepare to give the visitor a suitable reception  Altoget er 
we kiled sateen or seventeen fullgiown bears dutuoig the 
summei, and a young one which we captured alive, bit had 
to kal] later 01, as it made a fearful noise on board. 

One nght m the beginning of June, when Heinksen was 
on his way to the obseiyat 01 house to take the 1eadings of 
the instruments, a bear suddenly came upon him. Before 
starting on his scientific quest he had been prudent enot gh 
to go up on the bridge to have a look around and see whether 
the coast was clear; but he did not observe anything suspicious, 
When he approached the observation house he suddenly 
heard a hissing sound close by, and caught sight of a ginning 
bear, wh ch was sland ng at a piesstre ridge star‘ng at him. 
Natural y Hen ksen felt anytung but comfoitasle at this 
unexpected meeting, unarmed as he was. He at first con 
sidered whether he should beat a d gnified ietieat, or whether 
he should fly at the top of his speed. Both parties were 
equally far from the vessel, and if the bear had evil inten 
tions, it might be adVisable to retreat shout delay before 
he approached any nearer, Peter started off as fast as he 
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could, and was no@ suic whether the beast was not at he 
heels , bit he reached the vessel safely and ¢* zed lis gun, 
which was stanc ig 1cady on cock — Pefue ug came out 
upon the ice agan, the dogs had scented the hear, and at 
once attacked um The hear at first jumped up en the 
observation hot se Jut the dogs followed, so cown he weit 
again, and with such alaciity, too, that Itemiksen had no time 
to fre The bear started off to the nearest channel, whore 
he disappeared both from the dogs and the hunter. In Ins 
eagerness ‘ Goim ’ jumped out upon some pieces of ree which 
were floating im the thick brash in the channel, and being 
afiaid to jump back again, sab there howling, I head the 
wailing, and seon catght sght of hm fiom the crows nest, 
wheieupon Scott Hansen and I started off aid rescued him, 

Some days later at about ro o'clock in the moining, we 
heard Nordahl cry ng, “ Bear!” and all hurmiec on deck with 
ou rifles. But the dogs had had the stat of us, and had 
already put the beans to flight. Mogstad peice ved, however 
from the crow’s nest, that tie dogs had come tp with them at 
a small lane, whee they had taken the wate and he then 
came down to tel] me, IIe aid I started off 11 pursuit ~‘The 
conditton of the ce was good, and we made ispid prog ess , 
but as we had the w nd on ou side, tt was sone time before 
we could distingmsh the barkiag of the dogs so as to 0¢ able 
to guide omselyves by at Presently I caught s ght of ove of 
the dogs behind a small ridge, soon [saw some more, and at 
last I sighted the beas — They weie both sitting on a floe in 
the channel, leaning with then backs against a big prece of tea, 
Two of the dogs had jumped out upon the flag, while the 
others stood on gta d rouid tic chatiel or pool The dogs 
had p’ayed tren pat wel, scep ag such a cose watch upon 
the bears that we hud no d thet Ily in giv ig tien then quetus, 
They bots tumbled over on tie spot; but as they moved 
5 ightly, we gave tiem a fnal shot, yust to make «ure, 

Well, thee th& lay. But to get out to t en was nat so 
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easy. linally, having walked round the pool, we succeeded in 
gett ng out upon the floe from the other s de, where the distance 
from the solid ice was Jess and where some smal floes formed 
aknd of bridge. We clerned the game, and then tried to 
haul the bodies ove: upon the solidice. This we accomp!l shed 
by putting a runn ng noose over the muzztes of the bears and 
pulling them through the wate to the edge of the ice, where 
we pus icd some small floes bencath them, aid then, with our 
united strength, we hauled them wp When homeward bound, 
we met Nordah, Pettersen, Bentzen, Henitksen,-and the mate, 
who had guessed from the ieport of our guns that there was 
business on hand, and had statted out to meet us with sledges 
and hainess for the dogs. The sledges were Jashed togethe , 
one bear was placed on each, and, w th nine dogs harnessed to 
them and a man sittng as nde each bear, off they went at 
such a speed that the rest of us had to 1un to keep pace with 
them. 

On the night of June acth we again iece veda v'st fran 
two bears Nordvil discov red them when at 12 o'clock, he 
went out to the observation house ; he came running back, and 
called those yho had not yet gone to bed» But when they 
hurried out upon the ice the bears saw them immediately and 
disappeared. 

Three days later a she bear, with a young cub, came 
trotting towards the vessel at noon, We burned some blubber 
in order to attract them, but the bear was very cautious, and 1¢ 
was some time before she approached to within 200 to 300 
yaids ‘Then the mate could not restrain h mself any longer 
and fired, so the rest of us sent her a few shots at the sane 
time, and she fell ater walang a few paces Sone of us took 
the “pram' and pul.ed across to the place, as there was a 
wide channel between the bea: and the vessel. The cub, poor 
thing was a fine little fel ow, with almost perfectly white fur 
and a dak muzzle, it wis about the size ofane of our smallest 
dogs, When they came up hesatdown on his mothers body, 
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and remained there ute still, seeming for the present to take 
matters calmly, Henriksen put a st ap around his neck, and 
when the mothe: was conveyed to the chainel he followed 
quite wilingly, and sat down on he *back again when she 
was towed acioss {Bec when, on arvay «t the » y, le 
found he was to be separited from his mother and bought 
on boaid, it was qute another story Ie rsisted with al 
his streagth and wis in a perfect rage fe got worse whe 1 
he was let loose unde: the companion hatch on boa . Tle 
carried on hike a f encied being, bit ng, tea rg, growiig art 
howling with wild sage, [ke a veritable fend, ceasing oily as 
long as he was occupied in devoue ng tre pieces »f meat thhown 
tohim. Never have I seen in any one crortme such 2 com mna- 
tion of Ul the most savage qualities of wild beasts as 1 tound 
in this little monster. And he was st 1 quiteacub! In the 
evening I gave orders to md us of this unpleasait passenger, 
and Mogstad ended his days with a well aimed blow of the 
hatchet. 

Yor about a foitn ght we saw no bears, but dung the night 
of July rata we had a visit fiom three, one of which, after a 
hot pursuit, was hled by Scott IIansen, the mate, No dahl, 
and Bentzen The dogs, too, did good seivice this line, 
The other two beais sneaked off at the first shot, aid were 
lost to sight in the fog 

On the evening of July 18th, Mogstad and [ shot a bear, 
which we should ha dly have got hold of bit for the sigacity 
and alaciity of “Bella” ‘Lhe dogs at fist attacked him once 
or twice, but after a short 1¢5 stance he jumped nto the water, 
and crossed over two broad lanes, which it took the dogs a 
long time to get round fe was just about to plunge toa 
thnd channel, when ‘ Bella,” who in the meant ne had come 
round, micicepted him not 20 feet fion the edge, Ata dis. 
tance of 200 or goo yards Mogstad fired and was lucky enough 
to hit him 11 the head bringing hin down, and he now made 
only some feeble”attempis to keep the dogs off 1 then sent 
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him a shot behiid the shoulde , but, as Hf was not quite dead, 
Mogstad gave h m the fiaal one. 

On Juy 2oth tie mate s ot 2 laige beat, which came swim 
ming ac 085 a channel, and we alled otr last ben on the 
exeung of Atgust 6th but in such an awenard poston that 
we had to leqve the meat, antl it was as much as we could do 
to gel the h de 01 boud 

In the matter of birds, we were also pretty forturate For 
instance, Scott Hansen and I one nght shot g ltlle aucs 
1k ttiwake, and 1 skua and the following day 21 more little 
auks aid 2 black guille nots. Hemuksen in one days shoot 
ing bagged 18 little auks andat black guillemot, aid Nordahl 
26 little auks and x black gal emot, and later on, when there 
had been an abundance of game for some days, we killed as 
many as 30 to 4o birds in the course of a few hous, 

This hunting Ife had nct only a bene‘ictal effect upon our 
sp tits, which occas onal y were rather low, but it also gave us 
an appetile, which so net nes wig quite ravenous ‘When we 
were weighed at the end of the month, we found that, whereas 
some of us had pieviously been losing we ght, we had now 
steadily andun foimly mcrea,ed fiom the ume when auk’s a1east, 
roast guillemot, stewed kittivake, skua sotp, and last, but not 
least, ibs of bea, became tte daily fare 01 board. 

Indeed, we stood in need of all the encomage nent and 
good 1 ving which om hunting piocmed us The state of the 
ice was anything but cheering, and the prospect of getting out 
of it during the present year became less every day, 

Dut ng the first days following the 1elease of the fam, the 
ice was conparat ve y quet, but on June &th and oth we had 
some bad pressu es, especisl y on the latter day, whea the 
ster 1 of the vessel was pressed abot 6 fect tpwa ds, 80 Lit 
the ruddet well was qi ite out of the water white the bow was 
1a sed about 2 feet, with 4° 1st to pot, On the roti and 
rith the pressure was also s 1ong, especial y during the n ght, 
from 11 go pm, tll 3 or gan, as 
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Tinally, the ice Vackened so much on the momng of 
June rth, that there wasa prospect of wuping the vesse 
some distaice aheid As the biash was stil vet thck, we 
did not think it possible lo haul ourselves along without using 
the steam windlass, so I gave o dews to stata fire undér the 
bowler, But befo e stea n was up the cha incl ope 1ed so much 
that we succceded in warping the sh p throug1 the nanowest 
pissage When stem wastp we steamed thot gh the poo, 
whete I had founda good beith foi the sup, As the tudder 
was not yet sltpped, I had so nets nes to go aster 1, so as to be 
able to tun the vessel We remained there til] June rath, 
when the ice slaccened a I ttle’ and we sw a channel in a 
SSW direction, and detetmiied to make for it So we 
hghted the fuinace, stpped the rudder, and made at full 
speed for a narrow rift, whch led 11to the chainel. ‘Tine 
after time we forced the vessel into the rift, but all in vain. 
the edges wold not budge a haiis breadth. I Ist the vessel 
1emain for some time workiig at full speed, endcavouri rg to 
foice the nft alter ng the position of the rudder occasionally. 
This manceuyre was putial y successfu, as we got the vessel 
mto the uft as far as the fore rigging But tha. was all ne 
could do The opening began to close up, and we hid to 
return and moor inthe sane place as before This ws al 
the moie provohing as the whole ope iing was not longe: than 
about th ee fourths the ships Ic igth 

We remained there till the evening of the oyth, when the 
ice slacke1ed so mich that I deeded to macea new attempt. 
We got up steam and com ne iced to force the we at tr 30, 
It was slow work 11 tie heayy tee, ard at 2 oclock we had to 
moot the ship hav ng advanced about2 mres SE oy S We 
t ted the eng 1¢ this ime as a compound engine, with a favour- 
able result It made 160 revolutions per minute; out tre con- 
sumption of coal was of comse correspondingly greater, almost 
twice as much aqsual, We remaintd thee about a week, 
until on July gid the ice opened sufficient y to allow ts to 
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advance about 3 miles trough a chanttel, which 1an SSW, 
Duming the night between the 6th and the 7th we made 
another atsempt to farc2 the tcc, but had only made about 
x mile when we had to moor again. 

The southerly wiid whici predomiiated at that time held 
the ice thickly packed together, and there was no dinft to speak 
of On the otie: hand, tiere had been since the midd ¢ of 
June a good deal of curent owing to the set of the tide, 
We could not, howeve , observe that the cunent really flowed 
m any defimte directioi, sometincs the lint would show 
every poiit in the compass dung the 24 hours. The current 
was, however, often very strdng aid would occasionally spin 
the ice floes around in he channels in a way that made the 
spectator feel quite giddy The sh p, too would often rece ve 
such violent shocks fiom these dancing floes and blocks of ice, 
that loose objects tumbled down, and the whole r gg ng shook, 
‘The sca continucd very deep. Tot instance, on July 6th we 
could not get bottom at 3,000 meties (1,625 fathoms), but 
two days later—we weic then about 83°2 N lat, we took 
soundings and icached bottom at 3,400 meties (1,841 
fathoms) 

On July 6th we succeeded im warping the sh p some two or 
three short stretches at a time, but t was slow and hard work 
the ice was bad, and the contiaty wind impeded us very 
much But though progress was slow, yet progress it was, and 
T gave orders that the ship should be hauled along as often as 
there was any opportunity to advaice a | te southwards. 

But although we struggled along m ths manner for short 
distances at a time, the cbservat on on the 13th ievealed to us 
the fact that we had actrally been di ft ng a consideiab e way 
backward, having returned to 83° 12 N lat It might seem 
ridiculous, under such cucumstances, to continue pushing 
forwaid; but, gloomy as the prospects weie, we tried to keep 
up our hopes, and wei€ ready to util se the very first chance 
which should present itself 
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Late im the eventfly of July 17th, the ice begin to slacken 
so much that we decided to get up steam Tiue, 11 closed up 
agam at once, but nevertheless we kept np steam. , No were 
we disappotnted, for at 1 o’clock in the mornmg the wate 
opened so much that, we were able to steam ahead, and we 
made 3 mles in a southerly duecton Lata m the mon ng 
we were stopped by an 1nmeise floe of ice, extendtig many 
miles ; and we had to make fast. The whole day fol owing 
we remained there, About nidnight the ice slackened a good 
deal, but the fog was so dense that we could sce nothing, At 
last, on the soth, we made what we consdeed excellent 
headway, Starting when the fogdified a little in the forenoon, 
we made about 10 miles fiom 12,30 pm. ull 8 pan This 
stroke of good Juck made our spuits revive wor derfully, and 
they rose still mote the following day when notwithstanding 
the fog, and though we had to stop thtee times, we advanced 
from 83° 14’ 1n the morning tll 82° §2’ at noon and 82° 39' 
midnight. From the 2oth to the 27th we continued to make 
good progiess, By midnight on the last named day we had 
reached 81° 32’ N. lat, 

Trom July 27th ti] August 2nd it was slow ind t'resome 
work By August 21d we had not got beyo id 81° 26'N, lat, 
At the same time we had been carried some distance eastwaids, 
namely, to 13°41 E long 

On Monday, Augtst 3rd, we made about 2 viles to the 
south-west, but had to remaia moored in smpossib e waters till 
the 8th, when it s ackened so much around tie vessel that we 
weie able to procecd again At g a.m. ILoweve, we had only 
made about 6 nules, when we were stopped by along nanow 
stiat, We tried blast ng w th ordinary gunpowder, and later 
with gun colton, and time afte: time we steamed full speed 
against the smal er floes that blocked the strait, but witout 
effect. ‘These floes, as a rule, are not so small anc innocent as 
they appea . ‘They cons’st generally of the fragments of old, 
thick, and very tough pressure ridges which have been broken 
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up, When these pcces get fiec, they(sink deep below the 
sutface of tie wate , lea ng oaly 1 comparat vely insig uficant 
pait of them discer uble, we tie lower pats may be very 
large It was preeisély this desc: p on of floe that blocked 
the channel against us. ‘They were a) tough that 1¢ was 
vseless to try to beak when t1.41 wee stem of the vessel, 
altho.gh we 1¢pcatedly made at them witi full speed We 
could pla nly see how the toigh old ice bent and rose up at 
the shock s thout break ng The blasting of such flocs wag 
fiequently impracticable, as they were of such a thickness that 
we were unable to lay t3¢ m ne wider them. And even if we 
succeeded in blowing up one of ticse floes, we gained 1 ttle ot 
nothing, as the channe was {oo nairow to allow the pieces to 
float astein, and they were too heavy and thick to be forced 
be reath the solid edge of ice, 

Occasionally 1t happened that old, thick ice suddenly 
emerged fiom beneatl tie water in a channel or opening 
which we were Just about to pass into, thus blocking up the 
paasage Lefuig us On one of these owasiuns the ram 
received a blow m the rtos that hardly any othe: vessel would 
have wit stood As we were passing though an open channel 
I saw from the crow’s nest onc end of a large submerged flog 
appearing above the edge of the solid ice, and I immediately 
gave orders to steer cleat so as to pass round it But at the 
very moment when we reckoned to clear it the floe was released, 
and came to the surface with such a rush that the sptay rose 
high into the air and st uck the am at the fore rigging on the 
starboard side with such tremendous force that the smp luched 
violently and fell abort to points out of her couse, until she 
ran up against some small floes, When the monster flee 
eneiged it lifted a huge mass of water and sent it like a toaring 
cataract out into the channel 

Something smiar hyppered when we occasionally touched 
a drifting hummock that was just 01 the port of rolliig over 
owing to the qu cker melt ng of the ice B@low the water line 
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Phe sl ghtest push wdild be crough to caps ze tie hin c< 
and turn it over in such a vole 1 way thal the ser around us 
would become as ag tated as during a storm 

On, August oth we worked the whole day cfowmg the 
channel, but only made sl ght headway On the totyt e 
wotk was cont.awed, and ia the 2orse of tr for 1091 we 
finally succeeded 11 gettiig through. Du tog tie icst of the 
day we also made some hetdway to the south tnt the ice 
became impassab e, and we weie compcl ed to make fast at 
ro pm, having made abort 2 miles 

On account of the fog we weie untbe to take any obser 
vation unt: the gth, when we *fourd ourselves 1 81’ 48 
N lat, the last latitude obseiyation we made in tic duftice 

On Tuesday, the rrth, we agaii p oceeded scutiwaids by 
dint of arduous labour in cleaung floes and biash which often 
blocked our way At 730 pm we had to mace fast n a 
narrow strait unt, in the coutse of the n ght, we c ev ed the 
obstacles away and weie abe to proceed to th: south west. 
Progiess was, boweve", slow, 1d on tac noung of At gust tach 
we were stopped bya very awkwatd floc We t: ed to blast 
it away, but while we were at work o1this the ce tghtered 
up quickly, and left the vessel 1mpi soned between two big 
floes, In the course of a couple of hours it slackened aga n 
ina SW duection, and we steamed off in com aratively far 
channe’s untl r230 pm, wiei a floe stopped our firther 
plogress. We had made o4 miles in about fiy* hours this 
forenoon Some thit ice now appeared aid fo 1 the ciow’s- 
nest we could see, when the fog c eared off a lttle for a few 
moments, several lirge channels tun ig in a soi the ly diec 
tion both east and west of our positon Besides we noticed 
an increase ‘n the number of birds aid small seals, and we 
also saw an occasion Leaded seal, al evidences that we 
could not be very far from the open water. 
+ Between 3 and 4 pm we were releaged from the floes which 
had held us encfosed, and at 5 30 p.m we steamed off ina 
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SE duection through sterdily- mproviegg ice. The ice now 
became noticeably thin and bitttle, so that we were able to 
foice the smaller floes, Tion §30 pm. tll midnight we 
advanced Rbout 16 mhles, the engme was used 1 compound 
during the last watch, 7 

After mdn ght on Auzgust 131n we steered SW, then §, 
and SE, the 1ce continting to giow slacker At 3 oclock 
we sighted a dak expaise of water to the SS.U, and at 
345 we steered torough the fist ice floes out into open 
water,* : 

WE WERE FREM Behind us lay three years of work 
and hardships, with thew byden of sad thought duing the 
long nights: before us 1 f¢ and reun on with a! those who werd 
deartous Just a few riote days A chaos of contending 
feel ngs came over erch and every one For some trne at 
scemed as if we could hardly icalise what we saw as if the 
deep blue, lippi ig witer at the bow were an illusion, a dream, 
We were still a good way rbove the eightieth degice of Jantude, 
and it is only in vesy favourable summers Hat ice free water’ 
stretches so far north Were we, pethaps, in a large, open 
pool? Had we still a gic ul belt of 1ceto clear? 

No, it was real = ‘The fiee unl ounded sea was around us 
01 every side, and we fet, with a sense of 1apture, how the 
Fram gently pitched with the first fecble swell. 

We paid the final honcms to ou vanquished antagonist by 
firmg a thundering salute as a farewell, One more gaze at 
the iast faint outl nes of hummocks and floes, and the must 
conecaled them from oui view, 

We now shaped our cou se by tre compass SSL, as the 
fog was stll so dense that no observation could be taken, 
Our plan was at first to steer towatds Red Bay, get ovr land 
fall, and thence to follow the west coast of Spitzbergen south- 





* Twenty eght days’ werk of forciig this moregr less closely packed” 
ice had broug ul us a distance df 180 miles 
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wards t Jl we fot nd a,su tale anchoring place where we could 
take in water, shift the coal from the hold imlo Use bunkers, 
and in fact, make the Jam quite slup shape for onr home- 
wad tp, 3 ‘ ‘i 

At yam, when the fog lifted slightly, we sighted a syl on 
our poit and shaped “our col ise for her in order to speak her 
and try to get some news of Di, Nansen and Jorausen. In at 
hour or 80 we were quite near her. She was lymg to, and did 
not seem to have sghted us. itl we were closeon her ‘The 
mate then ran down to announce that a monster ship was 
bearing down ‘tpon them in the fog Saon the deck was 
crowded with people, and jist as,the capta n pul his head out 
the yam passed close up on the weather aide of the vessel, 
and we gteeted her in pass'ng with 2 thunde ng broadside 
from our staiboard cannon We tie1 tuned round astemn of 
her, and fired another salute to leeward, after which  hostili- 
ties” were discontinued, No doubt it was a 1ither demon- 
strative way of making ouiselves known to our countrymen, 
who were lying there so peacefully, dnftmg in the morning 
must and probably think’ng more of scals and whales than of 
the Mam. But we trust that Captain Botolfsen and bh s crew 
wil forg ve us our overflowing yoy at this ou fitst niceting 
with huma 1 beings after three long 3 ears 

The vessel was the galliot Sostene (Lhe Sisters), of Tromso, 
The fist question which was shouted to him as we passed 
alongside was ths. “Have Nansen and Johansen artiyed?” 
We had hoped to receive a 1omuing “ Yes,’ and were yeady to 
giect the answer with a thu idering  IIuuah ” and salute ; but 


the answet we got was shoit and sad, “No” 


Captain Botolfsen and some of hs crew cune on board to 
us, and had to go though a reg ilar cross-fire of quest ois 
of evety conceivable hind Such an examination they had 
certainly never been subjected to, and probably never will 
be again 

Among the mang items of nens which we received was one 
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to the effect that the Swedish acionaut, Engineer Andiée, had 
atuuved at Danes Islanc, ntending lo proceed thence by 
balloo 1 to discovei the Noth Pole 

Botolfsch came with us as a passe iget, leaving hs vessel in 
charge of the mate, and accompamed us as fur as Tromso 
We icshaped o11 comse arort noon fo1 Red Bay, intend ig 
to steam fiom tiere to D nes Island aid see Mi, Andice 
About m dnight we sighted Iiid ahead, and supposcd it to be 
the cape immed ately to the west of Red Bay. It was 1,041 
days s 1ce we last saw land 

We lay to for some time at this pont wait ng for the fog to 
clear away suffic ently to al pw us to find the landmaks As 
it did not clear, we steamed slowly westwards, taking frequent 
soundings and soon found ourselves, as we anticipated, right 
in Norsksundet ” (Notw2gian Sound), and proceeding up, we 
anchored at 9 3o am. off ‘ Ifollandeinaset” (Dutch Cape) 
The fog was now cleared, aid we soon saw the steamship 
Virgo, of the Ardide Cxocdition and the balloon honse 
ashore, 

Through the telescope we could see that om antival had 
been obsetved, and a stean launch soon cane alo igside with 
Mr Andiée the other members of the expedition, and Captain 
Zachau of the Mirga. 

Neither could these gentlemen give us any news of the fate 
of our comrades Our spints became slill more depressed 
than before, We had confidently expected that Nansen and 
Johansen would 1each home before us. Now it seemed as if 
we were to be the fitst to arrive 

We did not, however, enterlam any scious fears for their 
safety, espec ally when we leaned that the Jackson Dxpedi- 
ton had saent twa wners np Fa. Josef Laid. It was 
h ghly probable that Dr. Nansen and Johansen would sooner 
or later meet with this expeditian, and were, perhaps, only 
waiting for a chance pf getting 1ome But if they had not 
met with Jackson, something had evidently gone amiss with 
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them, in which case @hey needed assistance, and that as soon 
as possible 

Our plans were soon lad We would huny homg to Tromso 
to get iehable information, and, m case nathing had been 
learned there either, ye wou'd complere our coal supply-—we 
were not in want of anything else—and immediately proceed 
to Franz Josef Land, to make a seatch for them and, as we 
hoped, have the unspeakable pleasure of brmgmg them home 
to our expectant fatherla 1d m our own faithful Sam. 

Qur stay at Danes Island was consequent y cut as short as 
possible. We paid visits to the Virgo, saw the balloon which 
was now ready to start as sooneas a favou able wind would 
permit of it, and received icturn ystts fron our amiable 
Swedish frends Dung the nght we finshed taking in 
water and sh fting the coal, the vessel was 1eady for sea, and 
at 3am on August 15th the av steamed off, with sa ls set, 
through Sneerenburg Bay and out to sea 

During the passage across we had good weather and a far 
and often fresh breeze, the vessel making good speed ° 
upwards of 9} knots. 

Atgam on the 19th we saw the first blue ndges of our 
native mountains. By noon we sighted Logo, aid at 8 pn, 
the north point af Loppen. Then we steered into Kveenangen 
Fjord, and anchored off Skjzervo at 2 o'clock 11 the mormmg of 
August 2oth, 

As soon as the anchor had fallen, I called the doctor and 
Scott ITansen, who both wanted to go ashore with whe But 
as they were too stow with thei toilet, I asked Bentzen to put 
me ashoie in the piam, and was soon at the te egraph station, 
where I tried to knock life into the people by thundeting with 
my clenched fists fist at one door, then at another, but for a 
loig time i1 van, At last 2 man put his head out of a 
window on the second floor to mquire what kid of mght- 
prowlers were making such a disturbaree It was the chief of 
the telegraph stdton himself. He descubes the nocturnal 
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incident mn a letter to one of the Chust aia newspapers in the 
following pleasant manner — 

“Tt was wth tnyt sing but anuable feclings and stent ons 
that at about half prst fou I tained out to see what wretch it 
was who was makiig such a liycly rattle al my fio door 
Rather I ghtly clac, I put my head out of the wndow, and 
roaed ott JIdllo. What's the matter? Deuce of a nase 
to make at this time of n ght * 

“A man diessed in grey, wth a heavy beard, stepped 
forward There was somethmg about Ins appearance that 
made me think at once that I had perhaps been somewhat too 
hasty 1 giving vent to my despleasure at being called up, and 
T felt a lettle crestfallen when he slily rematked, ‘Ves, thats 
tue, but all the sane I must ask you to open the door, I 
come fiom the Zam.’ Immediately it dawned upon me who 
it was It could be none other thai Sverdrup ‘Coming 
diectly, Captam’ I aaswered, and jumping into the most 
necessary clothes, conn I went to lethin n He was not at 
all an soyed at the long wating, or the unfire id y words with 
whch he had beea rece:ved, whea he set foot agaia m bis 
native country afte: the loig and famous expedition, but was 
very kind and good-humoured when I begged his pardon for 
the rudeness with which I had 1ecened hua. In my mmost 
heart I made an even warmer apology than I had stammered 
out in my first embarassment 

“When Sverdrup was seated the first question was naturally 
as to the way he had come, ‘They had just attved from oft 
the coast of Sptzbergen On tie 13th they hid got out into , 
open water, where they almost im ned ately met with Captain 
Botoltsen, from Tromso, who was tere witi his whaling ship, 
They had brought him with them They had next y stted 
Andiée, who was about to pack up and go home, and had 
then procecded (0 this place Tey had first Iearned fiom 
Botolfsen, and then fom Andrée who ought to have hid 
some of the latest tidings from Norway,” that nothing was 
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known about Nansgn, whom they hoped to find at home, 
and the joy they were feeling at the prospect of reaching home 
soon was considera ly da nped by this news 

“Ah, but I can give you nens of Nansen, safd I, ‘He 
arrived at Vaido on August 13th, and is now at ILammgrfest 
Hes probably starting for Tiomso to day sn an English yacht 

« “Has Nansen arrived ?’ 

“The stalwart form bounded up m a slate of excitement 
rately shown by this man, and exclaiming, ‘I must tell the 
others at once,’ he vanished out of the door 

«A moment Iater he rettmned, accompanied by Scott 
Hansen, Bless ng, Mogstad, ang Bentsen, a) of them per 
fectly wid with joy at the latest news which crowned all, 
and allowed them to grye ful vent to the r exu tition at being 
once more in their native land after then long and wearisome 
absence, which the uncertain fate of then leade: and his com- 
rade would othernise haye damped And they did igyjdice ! 
‘Is ittiue? Ifas Nansen aved ?’ was reperited on all s‘des 
‘What a day th’s 1s, what joy Aid what a ctrtous comei- 
dence that Nansen should anive on the same day that we 
cleared the last ice and steered homeward.’ And they con- 
giatulated each other, all quivering with emot on, these sturdy 
fellows. 

"In the early moun‘ng two thundeitng reports were sudde rly 
heard from the “an, followed by the ringing cheers of the 
crew m honour of then absent comades. ‘The inhabitants of 
the place, who were fast asleep, were quite stated, and svon 
got out of bed; but when at finally dawned upon trem that t 
could be none othe: than the 20am, they wie not slow in 
turnmg out to have a look at her. 

© As they anchoied here, the fagiance of the new-mown 
hay was wafted to them ftom the shove, and to them it seemed 
marvellons The gisea merdoxs, «1h ther sumole flovers, 
and the few tree. bent and almost wyhered by the merciless 
sind and weathet, Iooked to them so delightful that om poor 
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sland was a veritable Eden in their cycs, ‘Yes, to day they 
would have a good 1o]ll an the grass.’ 

“For the iest, Moher Nature was as sm ling aud festally 
airayed as could be expected so late in the yea in these 
noitkern latitudes. The fjord was calm, as though it feared 
by the faintest r pple to imterrupt the tranquillity which 
enveloped the tried and weather beaten warnor now resting 
upon ils s nooth surface 

‘ They were all quite enthusiastic about the vessel I do 
not beheye thete is a man on board who does not love the 
fram, Sveidiup declared that a ‘stronger and finer ship 
had never been burt, aid was not to be found in the wide 
wold |?” 


On my way to tne fod, I met five of our comrades 
Noidahl hun ed at once on boaid with the glad t dings, 
whie the 1cest of us settled dow1 with the telegraph 
manager around a smoking cup of coffec, which tasted 
dehcious A better welcome we could not have had. But 
dd not end with the coffee or with the telegraph manager 
Soon the popping of champagne corks sounded successively 
m the houses of the store keeper and local magistrate, 
while the telegraph manager sent message upon message 
announcing our atrival to Dr. Nansen, His Majesty the 
King, the Norwegan Government, and to relations and 
fi ends * 

At roam we we ghed anchor aid sect off to meet Nansen 
and Johansen at Tromso, passed to the noith of Skjeryo, 
and steamed south. Off Ulfetinden we met the steamer King 
Halfdan, with Goo passengers on boaid, commg from Tromso 
to meet us We accepted the offer to take us in tow, and at 
830 pm, the /vam ghded into the habour of ‘Tromso, 
accompanied by huneheds of flag covered boats, and was 
received with cheers and hearty welcome, * 
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Next day, Augus# asth, at 4 pm, Su Geoige Baden 
Powell's steam yacht Ofazia, with D1 Naisen and Johaisen 
on board, artied = After a separation of 17 rponths, our 
mumber was again complete, and the Noiwegan Polar Expe- 
dit on was once mote,united 


CONCLUSION 


By VRIDYOL NANSTIN 


Whar, then, are the results of the Norwyegimn Polar Pxpedi 
tion? This isa questior whith the teader m ght fa aly expect 
to find answered here, bit the scientific observations brat ght 
back are so vaticd and voluminous that it w Il be some t me 
yet before they can be det with by specists, aid before 
any general estimate of then sign fcrice can be formed 
It will, therefore, be necessary to puodlish these results im 
separate screntific publications; and if I now attempted to 
give an idea of them, it would necessauly be imyperfect, and 
might easily prove misleading I shall, therefore, confine 
myself to post ng out a few of thar more 1 nporta it feate res, 

In the frst place we have demonstiated that the sea in the 
mmediate neighbourhood of the Pole, and in which, in my 
opinion, the Pole itself im all probabil ty hes, 13 2 deep basin 
not a shallow o1¢ conta ming many expanses of land and 
islands, as peo ole were formetly inclined to assume It 15 
certainly a cont nuation of the deep channel which extends 
from the Adantic Ocean northwards between Spu/beigen and 
Greenland ‘The extent of ths deep sea is a2 queslon which 
1 is not at present cary to answer, but we at Icast know that 
it extends a long wry no thof Trang Joscf I and, and c wtyards 
right to the New Siber an Islaids. I believe that it extends 
still further east, as, I thnk may be infeired fiom the fact that 
the more the Jeannette Trpeditio: dited noth the greater 
depth of sea did they find Yor various reasons, I am led to 
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believe that in a nqtherly d rection also this deep sea is of 
constdeiable extent In the fist place, noth ng was observed, 
either duung the ditt of the Zam on duting our sledge 
exped tion to the nortn, thar woud pdint o tne piowmily of 
any consideiable expanse of land, the 1ce seemed tq drift 
unimpeded particularly m a northerly direction, ‘The way in 
which the drift set stra ght te the notth as soon as there was 
a southerly wind was most striking It wis with the greatest 
difficulty that the wind cotld head the duift back towuds the 
south east. Had there been any considerab ¢ expanse of Jand 
within reasonable distance to the north of us,1t would have 
blocked the free movement af the ice 1 that diection, 
Besides, the lage quantity of drift ice, which dr [ts southwards 
with great rapidity along tie cast coast of Greenland all the 
way down to Cape Tarewell ard beyond it seems to point m 
the same directon Such extensive ice ficlds must have a 
stil larger breadth of sea to come from tian that through 
which we drifted. Ilad the 4a continued her dutft mstead 
of breaking loose to the norta of Spitzbeigei, she would 
certainly have come down along the coast of Gieenland, but 
probably she would not haye got close m to that coast, but 
would have had a certain quant ty of ice be ween her and it; 
and that 1ce must come fiom a sea ly ng north of our route, 
On the other hand it is qu te probable that land may extst to 
a conside able extent on the other side of the Pole, between 
the Pole and the Noth Ame ican archipelago Tt appears 
to me only re1so 1able to assume that this multitude of islands 
must extend futher towaids the north 

As a result of our expedition, T think we can now form a 
fa ly clear idea of tie way in wh’ch the di ft ice is continually 
moving fiom one side of the polar basin iorth of Behring 
Strat and the coast of Siberta and across the regions around 
the Pole, and out towards the Atlantic Ocein, Where geo- 
graphers at one time were disposed to Ipcate a solid, immovable, 
and massive ice fhantle, coverimg the northern extremuty of our 
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globe, we now find a continually breaking and shifting expanse 
of diuftice ‘The evidence which, evcn before out expedition, 
had induced me to delieve most strongly in this theory is 
supplied by the Stbertan disft wood that 1s continually bemg 
caruted to Greenland, as well as the mud found on the ice, as 
it could scatcely be 0” other than Sibaidn o1 gin We found 
several indications of this kind durmg our expedition, even 
when we were as far noith as 86°, fuin shing valuable indica- 
tions as to the movement of the 1ce 

The force which sets this ice in motion 1s certainly for the 
most patt suppl ed by the winds; and as in the sea noth of 
Siberia the prevailing winds, are south-easteily or easterly, 
whereas north of Spitzbergen they are north easterly, they 
must carry the ice m the d'rection in which we found the 
drift. From the numerous obsetvations I made I established 
the existence of a slow current in the water under the ice, 
travelling in the same di ection, But it will be some t.me 
before the results of these investigations can be calculated and 
checked. 

The hydrographic observations made during the expedition 
furnished some surpt sng data, Thus, for instance, it was 
customary to look upon the polar basin as being filled with 
cold water, the temperature of whch stood somewhere about 
—1'5°C Consequently our obscryations showing that undei 
the cold surface the-e was warmei water, sometimes at a 
temperature as high as + 1° C,, were surprising, Again, this 
water was more bnny than the water of the polar basin has 
been assumed to be, This warmer at.d move strongly saline 
water must clearly originate ftom the warmer current of the 
Atlantic Occan (the Gulf Stream), flowing in a north, and 
noith-easterly direction off Novaya Zemlya and along the west 
coast of Spitzbergen, and then diving under the colder, but 
lighter and less briny, water of the Polar Se, and filling up 
the depths of the polar hasin, As I have stated in the course 
of my narrative, this more briny water was, asa rule, warmest 


Conclusion 44t 


at a depth of from apo ta 2g0 fathoms, beyord which il would 
decrease in temperature, though not unifornly, as the depth 
mereased. Near the bottom the temperture rose again, 
though only shghtly These hydrographic obser yalious appeat 
to modify to a not inconsiderable extent the theories hitherto 
entertained as to the direction of the curtents in the northern 
seas ; but it is a difficult matter to deal with, as there 1s a great 
mass of matenal, and its further treatment will demand both 
time and patience. It must therefore be left to subsequent 
scientific publications. 

Still less do I contemplate attempting to enter here into a 
discussion on the numerous* magnetic, astronomical, and 
meteorological observations taken, At the end of this work I 
merely give a table showing the mean temperatures for each 
month during the drift of the Zam and during our sledging 
expedition, 

On the whole, 1t may probably be said that, although the 
expedition has left many problems for the f.ture to solve in 
connection with the polar area, it has, nevertheless, gone far 
to lift the veil of mystery which has hitherto shrouded those 
regions, and we have been put in a position to form a tolerably 
clear and reasonable idea of a portion of ou globe that for- 
merly lay in darkness, which only the imagination could 
penetrate. And should we 1m the near future get a bud’s eye 
view of the regions around the Pole as seen ftom a balloon, all 
the most material features will be famil ar to us 

But there still remains a great deal to be mvestiyated, and 
ths can only be done by years of observation, to which end a 
new drift, Ike that of the Jam, would be invaluable. 
Gui ed by ou experience, explorers will be in a position to 
equip themselves stil better, but a more convenient method 
for the scientific investigat on of unknown regions cannot 
easily be imagined, On board a vessel of ths kind, explorers 
may settle themselves quite as comfortably as in a fixed 
scientific station, They can carry ther laboratories with 
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tiem, and tx most delicate expert nentseof all kinds can be 
camed out T hope that such an expedition may be under- 
taken cre long, and if it gocs through Bulning Strat and 
tarence naitht uds, o: Perhaps sl chly to the north east I spall 
be vey mycl su puscd af obsaivations ate not taken which 
will prove of far greater scope and importance than those 
made by us. But wo will sequire patience: the diift wll be 
more protiactcd than ous, and the explorers must be well 
equipped 

‘There 18 also wother lesson which I think our expedit on 
has tatght, namely, that a good deal can be achieved with 
small resources, Liven tf caplorers have to live in Dskimo 
fashion and content themselves with the barest necessaries, 
they may, provided they are su tably equipped, make good 
headway and cover cons derable dstaices in regions which 
haye hitherto been regarded as almost inaccessible. 
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